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I- .  *  f 

TH£  repeated  deftruftion  of  ancient  records 
and  papers,  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Bofton, 
firft  inclined  me  to  endeavour  the  prefer- 
vation  of  fuch  materials  as  remained  proper  for  an 
hiftory  of  the  Maflfachufets  colony.  Many  fuch 
came  to  me  from  my  anceftors,  who,  for  four  fuc- 
ceffive  generations,  had  been  principal  a<ftors  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs :  among  the  reft,  a  manufcript  hiftory  of 
Mr.  William  Hubbard,  which  is  carried  down  to 
the  year  1680,  but  after  1650  contains  but  few  fadts. 
The  former  part  of  it  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  me  : 
It  was  fo  to  Dr.  Mather  in  his  hiftory,  of  which 
Mr.  Neale’s  is  little  more  than  an  abridgement.  I 
made  what  collection  I  could  of  the  private  papers 
of  others  of  our  firft  fettlers,  but  in  this  I  have  not 
had  the  fuccefs  I  defired.  The  defendants  of  fome 
of  them  are  pofleffed  of  many  valuable  letters  and 
other  manufcripts,  but  have  not  leifure  or  inclina¬ 
tion  to  look  into  them  themfelves,  and  yet  will  not 
fuffer  it  to  be  done  by  others.  I  am  obliged  to  no 
perfon  more,  than  to  my  friend  and  brother  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Mather,  whofe  library  has  been 
open  to  me,  as  it  had  been  before  to  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Prince,  who  had  taken  from  thence  the  greateft 
and  moft  valuable  part  of  w’hat  he  had  collected. 
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Several  gentlemen  have  given  us  encourase- 
ment  to  expetfl  from  them  an  hiftory  of  the  co¬ 
lony.  Mr.  Prince  gave  us  the  chronology  of  two 
or  three  years,  and  there  left  it.  Mr.  Prat,  the 
late  chief  juftice  of  New  York,  has  often  men¬ 
tioned  to  me  his  intention  to  prepare  and  publifh 
fuch  an  hiftory.  Death  has  put  it  out  of  his  power. 
Another  gentleman,  of  the  firft  character  at  the 
bar,  whofe  talents  for  it  will  not  be  called  in  ouef- 
tion  has  propofed  the  fame  thing.  Want  of  lei- 
lure  for  it  has  probably  prevented. 


am  fenfible  that  whoever  appears  in  print 
ihould  he  able  to  difpofe  his  matter  in  fuch  order 
and  cloath  it  with  fuch  file  and  language*  as  fhali 
not  only  inform  but  delight  the  reader ;  therefore 
I  would  willingly  have  delivered  over  every  thing 
I  have  collected  to  a  perfon  of  genius  for  fuch  a 
work  But  feeing  no  profpert  of  its  being  done  . by 
other,  I  engaged  in  it  myfelf  j  being  very  loth, 
that  what  had  coft  me  fome  pains  to  bring  together 
fhould  be  again  fcattered  and  utterly  loft, 

I  am  fenfible  of  many  defers  in  this  per¬ 
formance,  and  that  it  ftands  in  need  of  all  the 
apologies  I  am  capable  of  making  for  it.  It  can¬ 
not  be  expected  that  the  affairs  of  a  colony  fhould 
afford  much  matter,  interefting  or  ©ntertainino- 
to  w°rld  in  general.  I  write  for  the  fake 
of  my  own  countrymen,  and  even  to  many  of  them 
I  expert  fome  farts  will  be  thought  of  too  little 
importance ;  and  yet  I  have  omitted  many  fuch  as 
have  been  judged  proper  for  the  prels  by  former 

hiftorians. 
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hiftorians.  In  general,  we  are  fond  of  knowing 
the  minutiae  which  relate  to  our  own  anceftors. 
There  are  other  fadts,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
them,  will  afford  but  a  dull  and  heavy  narration. 
My  chief  defign  is  to  fave  them  from  oblivion. 

LtwuiK]  an*  s  ■  *  '-'j.  - ' if  • 

All  hiftorians  profefs  a  facred  regard  to  truth. 
I  have  found  fome  difficulty  in  guarding  againft: 
every  degree  of  prejudice,  in  writing  the  hiftory  of 
my  own  country.  I  hope,  by  fhunning  one  extreme, 
I  have  not  run  upon  the  other. 

The  Maflachufets  colony  may  be  confidered  as 
the  parent  of  all  the  other  colonies  of  New-Eng- 
land.  There  was  no  importation  of  planters  from 
England  to  any  part  of  the  continent,  northward 
of  Maryland,  except  to  the  Maflachufets,  for  more 
than  fifty  years  after  the  colony  began.  In  the 
firft  ten  years,  about  twenty  thoufand  fouls  had  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Maflachufets.  Since  then,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  more  have  gone  from  hence  to  England  than 
have  come  from  thence  hither.  Maflachufets^ 
Bay,  New-Hampfhire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode- 
Ifland,  at  this  day,  probably  contain  five  hundred 
thoufand  fouls.  A  furprifing  increafe  of  fubjedts 
of  the  Britifh  crown ! 

Barbados  and  the’leeward  iflands  owed  very 
much  of  their  growth  to  the  fupplies  of  lumber, 
horfes  and  provifions,  with  which  they  were  fur- 
nifhed,  at  the  beginning  of  their  fettlements,  from 
this  colony,  in  as  great  plenty  as  they  defired. 
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The  addition  of  wealth  and  power  to  Great 
ntain,  in  confequence  of  this  firft  emigration  of 
our  anceftors,  exceeds  all  expectation.  They  left 
their  native  country  with  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
tnat  they  and  their  pofterity  Ihould  enjoy  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  free  natural  born  Englifh  fubjedts.  May 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Britain  ftill  increafe  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  her  colonies;  may 
thole  privileges  never  be  abufed  ;  may  they  be 
prelerved  inviolate  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  Majfachufets - 
Bayy  from  the  firft  Settlement  until  the 
Year  1660. 


THE  difcovery  of  America  by  Columbus,  and  of 
the  northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  in  the  15th 
century,  and  the  feveral  voyages  of  Englifh  and 
French,  in  the  16th,  I  pals  over,  and  begin  with  the 
voyage  made  by  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  an  Englifhman, 
in  the  year  1602,  to  that  part  of  North  America  fince  cal- 1602 
led  New-England.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  European 
had  been  there  before.  Haekluit  mentions  the  landing  of 
fome  of  Sir  H.  Gilbert’s  men  upon  fome  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  •,  but,  it  is  probable,  that  was  farther  eaft  ward,  upon 
what  is  now  called  Nova-Scotia.  Gofnold  landed  firft  on 
the  eaftern  coaft,  which  he  calls  Mavofhen  *.  After  fome 
commerce  with  the  natives,  he  failed  fouth  ward,  and  land¬ 
ed  upon  one  of  the  iflands  called  Elizabeth  iflands~f.  He 
gave  them  that  name  in  honour  to  Q^Elizabeth,  who  was 
living  when  he  left  England,  and  they  have  retained  it 
ever  fince..  He  built  a  fort,  and  intended  a  fettlement 
upon  the  ifiand,  or  the  continent  near  it  *,  but  he  could 
not  perfuade  his  people  to  remain  there,  and  they  all  re¬ 
turned  to  England  before  winter  * 


#  About  43  degrees  North. 

t  ^  hcde  Southward  of  Cape  Cod.  He  gave  the  name  alfo  to 
Martha’s  Vineyard. 

t  This  I  fuppofe  is  what  JofTelyn,  and  no  other  author,  calls  the 
firft  colony  or  New-Piitnouth,  lor  he  lays  it  was  begun  in  1602,  and 
ppar  Narraganfet  bay. 
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1603  ath^f  t?3’  De  jVIonts  °btained  a  patent  from  Henry  the 
,  60  „  4tu  /UnCel  f°[  311  the  C0U"»7>  the  40th  Jo  the 
De  M  TCe’  y/  ,e  nameofCadi^  or  Acadief  In  1604 
r! 3,0nf the  fea  coaft> from  St-  Lawrence  to 

b^ck  river*  ^  10  f°Uth  0fit>  He  went  up  Kene- 
1 606  it  Z • ' "t0Tdlvers  other rivers,  bays  and  harbours  §. 

tinenr  ff  ’  g  the  §ranted  a11  ‘he  col 

nvnrnl/11  3*  C°  *5  degrees ;  which  he  divided  into 
two  colonies,  viz.  the  Southern,  or  Virginia,  to  certain 

merchants  of  London  ;  the  Northern,  or  New-England, 
to  merchants  of  Plymouth.  ® 

i6°;  In  1607,  fome  of  the  patentees  of  the  Northern  colony 
began  a  fettlement  at  Sagahedoc.  They  laid  the  plan  of 
a  great  ftate  ||.  The  prefident  died  the  firft  winter,  which 
was  extreme  cold.  Sir  John  Popham  his  brother,  the 
great  promoter  of  the  defign,  and  Sir  John  Gilbert  the 
admiral  s  brother,  died  the  fame  year  in  Europe,  and  the 
.1008  next  year,  1608,  the  whole  number  which  furvived  the 
,  W,nter  returned  to  England.  Their  defign  of  a  planta¬ 
tion  was  at  an  end.  Both  Englilh  and  French  continued 
their  voyages  to  the  coaft,  feme  for  filhing,  and  fome  for 
trade  with  the  natives  •,  and  fome  feeble  attempts  were 
made,  by  the  French,  towards  plantations,  but  they  were 
1613  routed  by  the  Englilh  in  1613.  There  was  no  fpirit  in  the 
peop.e  of  either  nation  for  colonizing.  Favourable  ac¬ 
counts  were  publilhed  of  the  continent,  by  Capt.  Smith 
and  °tuers  ;  but  who  would  remove,  and  fettle  in  fo  re¬ 
mote  and  uncultivated  a  part  of  the  globe,  if  he  could  live 
to.erably  at  home*?  The  country  would  afford  no  im- 

§  He  did  not  go  into  the  Maflachufets  bay,  but  llruck  over  from 
tome  part  of  the  eaitern  ihore  to  Cape  Ann,  and  fo  to  Cape  Cod,  and 
faded  further  fouthward.  Champ.  1 

||  I  he  following  perfons  were  fent  over  to  begin  the  colony,  George 
<  epham,  prefident;  Rawleigh  Gilbert,  admiral ;  Edward  Harlow  ' 
.nauer  of  the  ordnance ;  Robert  Davies,  ferjeant  major ;  Ellis  Bert,  mar- 
{‘J  9  r,  seaman.  Secretary  ;  James  Davies  commander  of  the  fort : 
ome  arew,  fearcher;  and  about  one  hundred  commonalty. 

C^nis  porro,  prater  periculum  horridi  &  ignoti  maris,  Afia  aut 
rica  aut  Italia  relifla,  Germaniam  peteret  informem  terris,  afperam 
ta  :f}’  tMllcm  Cl!!tu  afpeduq;  nj.fi  fi  patria  fit.  Tac.  de  mor.  Germ. 

mediate 
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mediate  fubfiftance,  and  therefore  was  not  fit  for  indigent 
perfons.  Particular  perfons  or  companies  would  have 
been  difcouraged  from  fupporting  a  colony,  by  the  long 
continued  expence  and  outfet,  without  any  return  i-.  No 
encouragement  could  be  expected  from  the  public.  The 
advantages  of  commerce  from  the  colonies  were  not  then 
forefeen,  but  have  been  fince  learned  by  experience.  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  its  infancy  was  ftruggling  for  life  ;  and  what  its 
fate  would  have  been,  if  the  fathers  of  it  in  England  had 
not  feen  the  rife  and  growth  of  other  colonies  near  it,  is 
uncertain  J.  God  in  his  providence  bringeth  good  out  of 
evil.  Bigotry  and  blind  zeal  prevailed,  among  chriftians 
of  every  fe£t  or  profefiion.  Each  denied  to  the  other, 
what  all  had  a  right  to  enjoy,  liberty  of  confcience.  To 
this  we  muft  afcribe,  if  not  -the  fettlement,  yet  at  leaft 
the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  North  America.  Perfecu- 
tion  drove  one  Mr.  Robinfon  and  his  church  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Holland,  about  the  year  1608.  They  ftayed  about 
a  year  at  Amfterdam,  and  then  removed  to  Leyden.  In 
1 6 1 7  they  began  to  think  of  removing  to  America.  They  1017 
laid  great  ftrefs  upon  their  peculiar  tenets,  but  this  did  not 
lefien  their  regard  to  morality.  The  manners  of  the 
Dutch  were  too  licentious  for  them.  Their  children 
left  them ■,  fome  became  foldiers,  and  others  failors,  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  In  a  few  years  their  pofterity  would  have 
been  Dutch,  and  their  church  extinft.  They  were  at  a 
lofs  whether  to  remove  to  Guiana  *  or  to  Virginia,  but  the 
majority  were  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  Dutch  la¬ 
boured  to  perfuade  them  to  go  to  Hudfon’s  river  and 

+  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon  fpent  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  each,  in  attempts  for  fettlement,  and  each  of  them  thought  it 
advifeableto  give  over  their  defigns  and  fit  down  with  the  lofs. 

J  Whether  Britain  would  have  had  any  colonies  in  America  at  this 
day,  if  religion  had  not  been  the  grand  inducement,  is  doubtful. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  years  had  paffed,  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  without  any  fuccefsfut  attempt. 

After  repeated  attempts  had  failed,  it  feems  lefs  probable  that  any 
fhould  undertake  in  fuch  an  affair,  than  it  would  have  been  if  no  at- 
tempt  had  been  made. 

#  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh  had  raifed  the  fame  of  Guiana  about  this  time. 
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ettleunua their  Weft-India  company ;  but  they  had  not 
l  their  afiedion  for  the  Englifh,  and  chofe  to  be  under 
tetr  government  and  proteftion.  They  applied  to  the 
Vtrgm.a  company  for  a  patent  for  part  of  the  country. 

r.°  re,'?ler  lc  that  their  undertaking  would  not, 

i  e  a  former,  be  abortive,  they  gave  among  others  thefe 
pecial  reafons :  “  That  they  were  well  weaned  from  the 

f  °fl-their  r?°ther  country»  and  inured  to  the 
difficulties  of  a  ftrange  land.  That  they  were  knit  toge- 

held  rh  a  ff  f3C!led  b°nd’  ^  virtue  of  which  they 
held  themfelves  bound  to  take  care  of  the  good  of  each 

o  her,  and  of  the  whole  That  it  was  not  with  them  as 

with  other  men,  whom  fmall  things  could  difeourage,  or 

imaildifcontents  cauie  to  wifh  themfelves  at  home  again.” 

+  ne  Vuginia  company  were  very  much  pleafed  with  the 

application,  and  fome  of  the  chief  of  them  addrefled  the 

KlnS  rt0  g^nt  petitioners  liberty  in  religion,  under  the 

great  lea, ;  but  this  was  refufed.  He  promifed  to  connive 

and  not  moleft  them ;  but  this  would  not  do  for  them  at 

t  rat  time.  I  hey  laid  afide  the  defign  for  that  year.  In 

1619  1619  they  renewed  their  application  and  refolved  to 

,  fV.en£re’ tho’  fhey.could  not  have  a  fpecial  grant,  from 

the  Kmg,  of  liberty  of  confcience.  They  hoped  their 

remote  fituation  would  put  them  out  of  danger  of  the  ec- 

clefiafhcal  courts.  The  affairs  of  the  Virginia  company 

were  in  great  confufion,  and  it  was  the  latter  end  of  the 

year  before  the  patent  was  granted.  It  was  taken  out, 

under  the  company’s  feal,  to  John  Wincob.  He  lived  in 

the  family  eff  the  Countefs  of  Lincoln,  and  not  removing 

y'  ith  t/e  rcfl  >  tiiey  never  took  any  benefit  from  the  patent. 
Mr.  Welt  on  and  other  mcrchantsof  London  engaged,  fome 
to  adventure  their  money,  and  fome  to  goover  with  them. 
They  therefore  made  the  neceffary  preparations,  and  in 
IP2oJuly  1620  the  principal  of  them  went  over  to  South¬ 
hampton,  where  two  mips  were  ready  to  t  ike  them  on 
board.  They  failed  the  beginning  of  Auguff,  but  were 
pblige.l,  repeatedly,  to  put  back,  and  to  leave  one  of  their 
fliip  behind,  with  part  of  their  company  at  laft.  They  in¬ 
tended 
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tended  for  Hudfon’s  river  or  the  coaft  near  to  it  *,  but  the  1620 
Dutch  had  bribed  their  pilot,  and  he  carried  them  farther 
northward,  fo  that  they  fell  in  about  Cape  Cod,  and  arri- 
ved  in  that  harbour  the  nth  of  November,  The  har¬ 
bour  is  good,  but  the  country  is  fandy  and  barren.  This 
was  difcouraging,  but  it  was  too  late  in  the  year  to  put  to 
fea  again.  They  coafted  about,  in  their  boat,  until  they 
found  a  place  more  agreeable  to  them  for  a  plantation, 
though  not  fo  good  a  harbour.  Here  they  brought  their 
fhip,  and  determined  to  take  up  their  abode.  They  gave 
it  the  name  of  New-Plimouth.  Capt.  Smith  happened 
to  give  the  name  of  Plimouth  to  the  fame  place,  in  1614. 

A  very  circumftantial  account  of  the  beginning  and  pro- 
grefs  of  this  colony,  wrote  by  Mr.  Edward  Window,  one 
of  the  principal  undertakers,  is  to  be  found  among 
Purchale’s  colledions*. 

The  projed,  of  fettling  America,  revived  again,  and  a 
new  patent  was  granted,  bearing  date  Nov.  3d,  1620^  in¬ 
corporating  the  adventurers  to  the  northern  colony,  by  the 
name  of  the  Council  for  the  affairs  of  New-England;  the 
bounds  of  the  country  were  expreffed,  between  40  and 
48  deg.  N.  *,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon  were  two  of  the  moft  adive  members  of  this 
council.  All  the  fea  coait,  at  one  time  or  other,  has  been 
granted  or  pretended  to  be  granted  by  this  council,  and 
feme  parts  feveral  times  oyer,  partly  from  defeds  in  form 
in  preceding  grants,  and  partly  from  unacquaintednefs 
with  the  geography  of  the  country.  The  firft  grant, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Mafiachufets,  was  obtained  by 
Mr.  Wefton,  who  in  the  fummerof  1622,  fent  over  two  1622 
Chips  with  50  or  60  men,  to  begin  a  plantation  at  Wefia- 
guffet,  fince  called  Weymouth.  They  were  fickly  when 
they  arrived,  and  received  necelfaries  and  refrefhmentfrom 
their  neighbours  at  New-Plimouth.  They  were  a  dilfo- 
lute  crew,  foon  brought  themfelves  to  poverty,  then  rob¬ 
bed  the  Indians  and  offered  other  abufes  to  them.  The 
Indians  made  their  complaints  to  the  colony  of  New-Pli- 

*  In  1629  they  obtained  a  patent  from  the  Council  of  Plimouth. 
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1 622 mouth;  but  theabufes  continuing,  the  next  year  they 

Til  J  ^  f°r  Jr  deftru6tion°f  all  Wefton’s  company  ±. 
The  plot  waS  difcovered  to  the  New-Plimouth  people, 

of  it  CIhv  °,Te  r  C^eir  and  Prevented  the  execution 
•  ’  7  ie  ^urPnzal  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  the 

principal  a&ors.  Mr.  Wefton  coming  over  to  vifit  his 
p  antation,  was  call  away  in  Ipfwich  bay,  and  ftripped  by 
the  Indians  of  every  thing  but  his  Ihirt.  Being  thus 

°f  affordinS  any  relief  to  his  colony, 
an  end,  after  one  year’s  continuance. 

m.,n^i>!TAfID|R°berL  ?°rges  obtained  a  Patent  from  the 
b  £  J,ffi0Ut-  datdDec'  «3.  10  miles  in 

nf  M  m  “d  30“lIe>  int0  the  land,  on  the  northeaftfide 
f  Maflachufets  bay.  This  was  loofe  and  uncertain,  and 
no  ule  ever  made  of  it  f.  He  was  fon  to  Sir  Ferdinando, 
and  employed  by  the  council,  in  1 623,aslieutenant-general, 
to  reltrain  interlopers  and  regulate  all  affairs.  He  made 
lome  attempts  to  revive  Wefton’s  plantation,  but  returned 
Jiome,  the  fame  year,  without  fuccefs.  Francis  Weft  came 
the  fame  year,  as  Vice-Admiral,  but  made  no  ftay.  The 

(  l  Ic  was  {1|is  plantation,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  author  of  Hu- 
<hbras  to  make  merry  with  New-England  in  general,  for  hanging  a 
bed  rid  weaver,  inftead  of  a  ufeful  cobler.  The  Plimouth  people 
1  their  neighbour?,  allowed  that  there  was  fome  foundation  for  the 
Kory  Several  had  been  concerned  in  a  theft.  The  Indians  infilled 
that  the  ringleader  fhould  be  put  to  death.  They  hanged  one,  who 
was  lefs  culpable  and  not  like  to  live,  in  his  Head.  Others  fay  they 
deceived  the  Indians,  and  hanged  up  one  who  died,  of  ficknefs  or 
famine,  a  little  while  before.  Hubbard. 

f  Robert  Gorges  conveyed  his  title  to  Sir  William  Brierton,  who 
afterwards  became  an  adventurer  in  the  Maflachufets  corporation.  He 
acquainted  the  company,  that  he  did  not  intend  toconteft  with  them 
but  defired  a  proportionable  quantity  of  land  might  be  affigned,  for 
the  accommodation  of  his  people  and  fervants.  They  gave  him  a 
very  refpedtful  anlwer,  but  declined  acknowledging  his  title  by  any 
capitulation,  i  hey  promifed  him  land  fufhcient  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  his  design,  but  he  mull  take  it  as  one  of  the  company,  &c. 
Majjf.  Records,  Feb.  10,  1629.  When  the  new  charter  in  1691  was 
preparing,  one  Mr.  Levet,  as  heir  at  law  to  Sir  William,  laid  in  a 
claim  to  the  lands  contained  in  this  grant,  but  it  met  with  no  counte¬ 
nance  from  the  committee  of  Council.  M.  5. 
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arl  of  Warwick  had  a  patent  for  Maffachufets  bay  about 
e  fame  time,  but  the  bounds  are  not  known. 

In  1624,  Lyford,  the  minifter  of  New-Plimouth,  and  1624 
le  John  Oldham,  ftirred  up  a  faction  there,  and  were 
iniftied  that  colony.  They  began  a  fettlement  at  Nan- 
(ket.  The  fame  year,  fome  perfons,  belonging  to  Dor- 
lefter  in  England,  fent  over  fifhermen  and  made  necef- 
ry  provifion  for  a  filhery  at  Cape-Ann,  and  Roger 
onant  §,  who,  with  John  Oldham,  had  left  Plimouth, 
id  removed  with  the  reft  to  Nantafket,  was  appointed 
ieir  overfeer.  A  grant  was  made  by  one  of  the  Gorges, 
is  not  faid  which,  to  Oldham  and  others,  of  part  of 
Iafiachufets  bay,  which  occafioned  fome  difpute  between 
iem  and  the  Mafiachufets  grantees  *. 

In  1625,  one  Capt.  Wollafton,  with  about  30  perfons  1625 
egan  a  plantation  near  Wefton’s.  They  gave  it  the  name 

f  Mount  Wollafton.  It  was  known  by  that  name  fome 

/ 

'•  ,  1.  ^  -'-y  i 

§  He  lived  until  about  1680,  and  died  at  Beverly  in  the  county  of 
flex.  He  is  always  fpoken  of,  as  a  perfon  of  worth.  The  fuperior 
mdition  of  the  perfons  who  came  over  with  the  charter,  call  a  (hade 
xm  him,  and  he  lived  in  obfcurity.  There  are  feveral  of.  his  de- 
endants  remaining.  Some  of  diftin&ion,  in  the  colony  of  Conne&i- 
lt.  Governor’s  illand  in  Bofton  harbour,  was  called  Conant’s  ifland. 

*  At  the  end  of  the  firft  book  of  records  of  deeds  for  the  county  of 
uffolk,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  company  in  England  to  Capt* 
ahn  Endicott,  dated  Gravefend,  27th  April,  1629,  in  the  clofe  of 
hich  is  thus  written, 

I  finde  Mr.  Oldham’s  graunt  from  Mr.  Gorge,  is  to  him  and 
ahn  Dorrell,  for  all  the  lands  within  Mattachufett  bay,  betwene 
!harls  river  and  Aboufett  river,  containing  in  length,  by  a  ftraightline, 
miles  up  the  faid  Charls  river  into  the  maine  land,  north  weft  from 
le  border  of  the  faid  bay,  including  all  creeks  and  poynts  by  the 
'ay  ;  and  3  miles  in  length,  from  the  mouth  of  the  aforefaid  river  of 
»boufett,  up  into  the  maine  land,  upon  a  ftraight  line  fouth  weft,  in- 
luding  all  creeks  and  ponds  ;  and  all  the  land,  in  breadth  and  length, 
etwene  the  forefaid  rivers,  with  all  prerogatives,  royal  mines  ex- 
epted.  The  rent  referved,  is  12^.  on  every  100  acres  of  land  that 
tall  be  ufed.  William  Blackfton,  clerk,  and  William  JefFrys,  gent, 
uthorifed  to  put  John  Oldham  in  poftefiion.  Having  a  fight  of  their 
;raunt,  this  I  found,  tho’  1  hold  it  voyde  in  law,  yet  his  claime  being 
0  this,  you  may,  in  your  difcrefion,  prevent  him,  by  caufing  fome 
0  tal^e  poflefjion  of  the  chief  part  thereof. 
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1  ° 2 J Braintree ^  f  Ut[ length’  fhe  name  was  loft  in  that  of 
ee,  of  which  town  it  is  a  part  +.  No  mention  is 

ma  e  of  a  patent  to  Wollafton.  One  Morton,  of  Fumival’s 

n»  was  of  this  company.  He  was  not  left  in  command, 

of  MounTw  n0/13  '6  hmfdf  Ch'ef’  Changed  the  name 
free  A  ?  °  a'l°n  t0  Merry  Mount,  fet  all  the  fervants 

until  Tut?/  ?' a^'P0le!’  a”d  !ived  a  life  of  diffipation, 
vv„  .  the  ft°pk,  intended  for  trade,  was  confumed.  He 

was  charged  with  furnifhing  the  Indians  with  guns  and 

ammunition,  and  teaching  them  the  ufe  of  thfm.  At 

ah  narrs  Tl  nrde  h.ln?feIf  fo  obnoxious  to  the  planters  in 

Plimourh  r'r\l  the,’r  §enCral  dcfire’  the  PeoP,e  of  New- 
,,:  rT“th  [cl*ed  him  by  an  armed  force,  and  confined  him, 

*  /cl  ,1  re3[,har  °PPortumty  of  fending  him  to  England. 
l6261n  the  fall  of  1626,  Roger  Conant,  and  fome,  if  not  all, 

of  his  company  removed  from  Cape-Ann  to  a  neck  of 

13 ! 3 n 1.  xyt*'  p  1  n ci  mention  made  of 

planters  at  Winfimet  about  the  fame  time,  who  probably 

lemoved  there  from  fome  of  the  other  plantations.  This 

is  all  the  account  we  have  of  any  fettlements,  or  attempts 

('.fTw'h"  ,l,e  lMairachute  “Mil  the  year 

6~7‘  White,  the  mimfter  of  Dorcbefter,  had  en¬ 
courage^  Conant  and  his  company  to  remain  in  New- 
England,  and I  prormfed  them  men,  provifions,  See. 

1627  In  1627,  March  19,  the  Council  of  PJimouth  foid  to 

To'^H1 7  R?fwe  i  S‘r-thn  YounS>  Thomas  Southcoar, 
John  Humphry,  John  Endicot,  and  Simon  Whetcomb, 

who  lived  about  Dorchefter  in  England,  their  heirs  and 

afiociates,  aft  that  part  of  New-England,  three  miles  to 

tne  louth  of  Charles  river,  and  three  miles  north  ofMerri- 

"l  1  m'Vei’  Horn  the  Atlantick  to  the  South  Sea.  All 
the  leffer  grants  which  have  been  mentioned  within  thofe 
Lmkb  (the  fetdement  of  the  country  heincr  entirely  ne- 
gleded  by  the  grantees)  were,  without  doubt,  looked 
upon  to  be  forfeited  or  void.  The  conditions  or  tenor 
or  none  of  them  appear  at  this  day.  It  is  yery  likely, 

fJ'  Th  Part!cu,.ar  hill  which  caufed  the  name  of  Mount,  is  in  the 
-m  of  Julln  Q“lncy,  Efq;  late  one  of  the  council  for  the  province. 
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the  three  perfons,  firfl:  named  in  this  grant,  had  nothing  1627 
more  in  view  by  the  purchafe,  than  a  fettlement  for  trade 
with  the  natives,  or  for  fifliery,  or  other  advantageous 
purpofes.  As  foon  as  a  colony  for  religion  was  pro¬ 
jected,  we  hear  no  more  of  them  *.  The  other  three 
remained.  Mr.  White  managed  a  treaty,  between  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Matthew  Cradock  and  John  Venn, 
Efquires,  and  divers  others  in  and  about  London,  and 
the  original  patentees.  A  purchafe  was  made,  and  the 
fame  fummer  Mr.  Endicot  f ,  one  of  the  original  paten¬ 
tees,  was  fent  over  to  Naumkeak  with  planters  and  fer- 
vants,  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  colony  committed  to  his 
care.  The  patent,  from  the  council  of  Plimouth,  gave 
a  good  right  to  the  foil,  but  no  powers  of  government. 

A  royal  charter  was  neceffary.  This  palled  the  feals, 
March  4,  1628.  Matthew  Cradock  was  appointed  the  1628 
firfl:  governor,  and  Thomas  Goffe,  deputy  governor. 

Two  days  before,  March  2d,  fome  affairs  of  the  colony 
requiring  it,  there  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  company, 
at  which  both  governor  and  deputy  are  named  as  fuch. 

The  day,  for  the  annual  election  of  officers  by  charter, 

*  some  of  the  principal  of  the  liberal  fpeakers  in  parliament,  be¬ 
ing  committed  to  the  tovyer,  others  to  other  prifons,  this  took  away 
all  hope  of  reformation  of  church  government  from  many  nor  affect¬ 
ing  epifcopal  jurifdiCtion,  nor  the  ufual  practice  of  the  common  prayers 
of  the  church  ;  thereof  there  were  feverai  forts,  though  not  agreeing 
among  themfelves,  yet  all  of  like  diffike  of  thofe  particulars.  °  Some 
of  the  difcreeter  fort,  to  avoid  what  they  found  themfelves  fubjeft  to. 
made  ufe  of  their  friends  to  procure,  from  the  council  for  the  affairs 
of  New  England,  to  fettle  a  colony  witnin  their  limits.— -In  a  very 
fhort  time,  numbers  of  people,  of  all  forts,  flocked  thither  in  heaps'; 
that,  at  laft,  it  was  efpecially  ordered  oy  the  Ring’s  command,  that 
none  fhould  be^  fuffered  to  go  without  licence ;  fo  that,  what  I  long 
before  prophefied,  when  I  could  hardly  get  any  for  money  to  refide 
there,  was  now  brought  to  pafs.  Ferd.  Gorges  Hiji .  of  New-Eneland. 

f  His  inffrudions  were  dated  London,  Miy  30,  1628,  and  fjgned 
by  John  Venn,  Matthew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  John  Humphry, 
Richard  Perry,  George  Hewfon,  Samuel  Alderfley,  Thomas  Stevens, 
Jofeph  Caxon,  Thomas  Webb,  Jncreale  Nowell,  Hugh  Peters,  John 
White,  and  Abraham  Palmer.  His  firff  letters  from  Naumkeak  were 
dated  Sept.  13,  1628. 
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being  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Eafter  term,  on  the  1 3th  of 
1628 May  1628,  Mr.  Cradock  was  chofen  governor  by  the 
company,  and  Mr.  Goffe  deputy  governor,  and  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey, 
John  Venn,  John  Humfrey,  Simon  Whetcomb,  In- 
creafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Nathanael  Wright,  Sa¬ 
muel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Tho¬ 
mas  Hutchins,  George  Foxcroft,  William  Vaflall,  Wil¬ 
liam  Pincheon,  John  Pocock,  and  Chriftopher  Coulfon, 
afiiftants.  William  Burgis  was  cholen  fecretary,  in  the 
room  of  John  Walhburne.  At  this  court  it  was  deter¬ 
mined,  that  every  one  of  the  company,  who  had  fub- 
fcribed  fifty  pounds,  fliould  have  200  acres  of  land  af- 
figned,  and  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  leflfer  fum  as 
the  firft  dividend.  The  names  of  all  the  adventurers, 
and  the  fums  fubfcribed,  were  fent  over  to  Mr.  Endi- 
cot,  who  was  appointed  their  governor  in  the  plantation. 
A  fecond  embarkation,  of  planters  and  fervants,  had 
been  determined  at  a  meeting  April  30,  to  be  made  with 
all  fpeed  *.  Four  minifters  were  provided.  Three  of 
them,  Francis  Higginfon,  Samuel  Skelton,  and  Francis 
Bright,  were  readily  accepted  by  the  company,  and  had 
all  due  encouragement  promifed  them;  the  fourth,  Ralph 
Smith,  was  required  to  give  under  his  hand,  that  he  would 
not  exercife  his  miniftry  within  the  limits  of  the  patent 
without  the  exprefs  leave  of  the  governor  upon  the  fpot  -f*. 

*  ___  . 

*  Mr.  Endicot  fent  three  brethren,  Ralph,  Richard  and  William 

Sprague,  to  explore  the  country  weftward.  Between  Miftick  and 
Charles  rivers  they  find  a  body  of  Indians  fettled,  called  Aberginians, 
and  one  Englifh  houfe,  thatched  and  poflefTed  by  Thomas  Walford,  a 
fmith.  The  Indian  name  of  the  neck  was  Mifhawun,  now  Charles- 
town.  The  firft  travellers,  with  the  confent  of  the  Indians,  took  up 
their  abode  there.  Some  of  their  pofterity  remain  there,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  to  this  day. 

f  Mr.  Bright,  one  of  thefe  minifters,  is  faid,  by  Hubbard,  to  have 
been  a  conformift.  He  went,  foon  after  his  arrival,  to  Charleftown, 
and  tarried  about  a  year  in  the  country.  Mr.  Smith  feems  to  have 
been  of  the  reparation  in  England,  which  occalioned  the  caution  ufed 
with  him.  He  was  a  little  while  at  Nantalket,  and  went  from  thence 
to  Plimomh,  where  he  was  their  minilter  feveral  years. 
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Five  fhips  were  provided  for  this  embarkation.  Mr.  1628 
Higginfon  fays  in  his  journal,  that  he  failed  from  the 
Ifle  of  Wight  the  nth  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Cape- 
Ann  the  27th  of  June,  and  at  Naumkeag  the  29th. 
They  found  at  Naumkeag  about  100  planters,  8  houfes, 
befides  a  fair  houfe  built  for  Mr.  Endicot.  The  old 
and  new  planters  together  were  about  300,  of  which, 

100  removed  to  Charleftown,  where  there  was  a  houfe 
built;  the  reft  remained  at  Salem.  Mr.  Endicot  had 
correfponded  with  the  fettlers  at  Plimouth,  who  fatis- 
vfied  him,  that  they  were  right  in  their  judgments  of  the 
outward  form  of  worlhip,  being  much  like  to  that  of 
the  reformed  churches  in  France,  &c  J.  On  the  20th 
of  July,  Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr.  Skelton,  after  fading 
and  prayer,  were  firft  eledted  by  the  company  for  their 
minifters,  the  firft,  teacher,  the  other,  paftor ;  each  of 
them,  together  with  three  or  four  grave  members,  lay¬ 
ing  their  hands  on  the  other,  with  folemn  prayer.  No¬ 
thing  is  faid  of  any  church  being  then  formed  ;  but  on 
the  6th  of  Auguft,  the  day  appointed  for  the  choice  and 
ordination  of  elders  and  deacons,  thirty  perfons  entered 
into  a  covenant  in  writing,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  church,  and  that  the  minifters  were  or¬ 
dained  or  inftituted  anew.  The  repetition  of  this  form 
they  probably  thought  neceflary,  becaufe  the  people  were 

■  ^  ^  in  his  M.  S.  hidory,  remarks  upon  this  occafion; 

“  It  is  certainly  known,  that  the  old  non-conformids  and  good  old 
puritans,  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  and  King  James's  time,  did  in  many 
things  not  fymboiize  with  the  fcparatidsj  the  one  endeavouring  only 
a  reformation  of  fome  corruptions  retained  or  crept  into  the  church 
(as  they  thought)  either  before  or  after  its  reformed  date ;  the  other, 
not  contented  therewith,  Hood,  as  IlifHy,  to  maintain  a  neceditv  of 
difannulling  their  former  church  date,  as  that  like  a  veflel,  once  in- 
fefled  with  leprofy,  it  mud  be  broken  in  pieces  to  be  new  cad. — —It 
is  affirmed,  that  Mr.  Hilderfham  advifed  Mr*  Higginfon  and  other  mi— 
niders,  looking  this  way,  to  agree  upon  their  form  of  church  govern¬ 
ment  before  they  came  away  from  England  ;  which  counfe!,  if  it  had 
been  attended,  might  have  prevented  fome  inconvenience  that  hath 
fince  fallen  out,  or,  at  lead,  have  faved  fome  of  the  fucceedino*  mi¬ 
ni  fters  from  the  imputation  of  departing  from  their  firft  principles, 
becaufe  they  were  not  pubiickly  declared  in  the  beginning  of  things." 

Mf  0,  HiJiory%  y  ° 


not 


1628  not  in  a  church  ftate  before.  It  is  difficult  to  affign  any1 
other  reafon.  Mefiengers  or  delegates,  from  the  church 
of  Plimouth,  were  expetfted  to  join  with  them,  but  con¬ 
trary  winds  hindered  them  in  their  paffage,  fo  that  they 
did  not  arrive  until  the  afternoon,  but  time  enough  to 
give  the  right  hand  of  fellowffiip.  Two  of  the  company, 
I  John  Brown,  and  Samuel  Brown,  one  a  lawyer,  the 
I  other  a  merchant,  both  men  of  good  eftates,  and  of  the 
firft  patentees  and  of  the  council,  were  difiatisfied.  They 
did  not  like,  that  the  common  prayer  and  fervice  of  the 
church  of  England  ffiould  be  wholly  laid  afide,  and  there¬ 
fore  drew  off,  with  as  many  as  were  of  their  fentiments, 
from  the  reft,  and  fet  up  a  feparate  fociety.  This  of¬ 
fended  the  governor,  who  caufed  the  two  members  of  his 
council  to  be  brought  before  him  ;  and  judging,  that  this 
practice,  together  with  fome  fpeeches  they  had  uttered, 

1  tended  to  fedition,  he  fent  them  back  to  England.  The 
\|ieads  of  the  party  being  removed,  the  oppofition  ceafed  . 

Whilst  thefe  things  were  doing  in  the  colony,  the 
company  in  England  were  projecting  a  much  larger  em¬ 
barkation,  and  the  transfer  of  the  corporation  itfelf,  from 
Old  England  to  New.  Several  gentlemen  of  figure  and 
eftate,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Dudley, 
and  divers  others,  who  were  difiatisfied  with  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  both  in  church  and  ftate,  pleafed  themlelves 
with  the  profpeCt  of  liberty  in  both,  to  be  enjoyed  in 
America,  and  propofed  to  the  company  at  London  to  re¬ 
move  with  their  families ;  but  upon  this  condition  only, 

f  They  applied  to  the  company,  upon  their  arrival  in  England,  for 
recompence  for  the  damages  they  had  luftained,  and  the  matter  was 
referred  to  Samuel  Vaflall,  William  ValTall,  Simon  Whetcomb  and 
William  Pynchon,  chofen  by  the  complainants,  and  John  White, 
John  Davenport,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  and  John  Winthrop,  cholen  by  the 
company.  The  letters  which  the  Browns  had  fent  over  to  their  pri¬ 
vate  friends,  were  flopped  by  the  company  in  England,  and  opened 
and  publickly  read,  to  prevent  any  prejudice  to  the  plantation. 

Rec.  It  does  not  appear,  by  the  records,  how  the  difpute  was  finally  iflud’d. 

“  It  is  a  principle,  that  every  religion  which  is  perfecuted,  becomes 
itfelf  perfecuting  ;  for  aflbon  as,  by  fome  accidental  turn,  it  arifes  from 

perlecuticn,  it  attacks  the  religion  which  perfecuted  it,”  &c. 

Spirit  of  Laws* 

that 
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that  the  patent  and  charter  fhould  remove  with  them. 

This  propofol  was  firft communicated  July  the  28th,  1629. 1629 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  confider  of  it,  and  to  adviie 
with  counfel  learned  in  the  law,  and  to  make  report* 

The  adventurers  had  been  at  great  expence,  without  any 
returns  made  to  them,  and  ha  1  no  rational  piolpeel  o l 
any  profit  from  the  plantation  in  the  way  they  were  in. 

The  principal  objection  feems  to  have  arofe,  from  a  doubw 
whether  luch  a  transfer  was  legal.  The  report  ^of  the 
committee  is  not  recorded.  Mr.  White,  acounfelloi  at 
Jaw,  was  one  of  the  company,  and  great  it: c is  was  laid 
upon  his  opinion  *,  and,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  it  was 
determined,  tc  by  the  general  confent  of  the  company, 
that  the  government  and  patent  fhould  be  fettled  in  New- 
Englandd*  It  is  evident  from  the  charter,  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  defign  of  it  was  to  conflitute  a  corporation  in  Eng- 
fond,  like  to  that  of  the  Eafl-India  and  other  great  com¬ 
panies,  with  powers  to  fettle  plantations  within  the  limits 
of  the  territory,  under  fuch  forms  of  government  and 
magiftracy  as  fhould  be  fit  and  neceffary.  The  firft  ftep, 
in  fending  out  Mr.  Endicot,  appointing  him  a  council, 
giving  him  commiffion,  inftru£tions,  &c.  was  agreeable 
to  this  conftrudtion  of  the  charter. 

In  confequence  of  this  new  refolution,  the  members  of 
the  corporation,  which  remained  in  England,  were  to  re¬ 
tain  a  fhare,  in  the  trading  ftock  and  the  profits  of  it,  for 
the  term  of  (even  years.  The  management  of  it  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  five  perfon?,  who  were  going  over,  viz.  J. 
Winthrop,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  I,  Johnfon,  T .  Dud¬ 
ley,  and  J.  Revel,  and  to  five  who  were  to  remain,  M. 
Cradock,  N.  Wright,  T.  Eaton,  T.  Goffe,and  J.  Young, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  the  ftock,  with  the 
profits,  was  to  be  divided  to  each  man,  in  proportion  to 
his  adventure.  All  other  powers  and  privileges  were  to 
remain  with  the  planters  upon  the  fpot.  We  have  no 
account  of  any  dividend  ever  made,  nor  indeed  of  any 
trade  ever  carried  on  for  the  company.  1  here  was  an¬ 
other  article  ,  that  one  half  the  charge  of  fortifications  and 

B  fupporc 


£§20  fupport  of  the  minifters  fhould  be  paid  out  of  the  joint 
flock,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the  colony. 

The  2 oth  of  October,  at  a  general  court  of  governor, 
deputy  and  afliftants,  and  the  generality,  a  new  choice  was 
made  of  governor,  &c.  confiding  of  fuch  perfons  as  had 
determined  to  go  over  with  the  patent.  John  Winthrop 
was  deeded  governor,  John  Hurnfrey  deputy  governor. 
Sir  Richard  Saltonftail,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Thomas  Dudley, 
John  Endicot,  Increafe  Nowell,  William  Yaffall,  William 
Pynchon,  Samuel  Sharp,  Edward  Roffiter,  Thomas  Sharp, 
John  Revell,  Mathew  Cradoek,  Thomas  Goffe,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Venn,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  and  Thomas  Adams,  afliftantsj*.  They  did  not 
all  go  over.  From  time  to  time  until  the  general  em¬ 
barkation,. 

■f  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  as  particular  account,  as  can  be  now 
liad,  of  the  character  and  circumliances  of  the  principal  undertakers. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  was  of  Groton  in  Suffolk,  defeended 
from, reputable  anceftors..  One  of  them,  Adam  Winthrop,  is  faid  to 
have  been  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  alio  a  great  favourer  of  the  gofpel 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth.  Mr.  Winthrop  was  a  juftice  of 
peace  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  very  early  in  life  was  exemplary  for 
his  polite  as  well  as  grave  and  chriflian  deportment.  He  had  an  eflate 
of  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  he  turned  into  money, 
and  embarked  his  all  to  promote  the  fettlement  of  New-England.  It 
Is  a  very  full  evidence  of  the  efteem  he  was  in,  that  when  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  charadler,  fome  of  them  of  noble  alliance,  were  concerned 
In  the  fame  undertaking  with  him,  he,  by  a  general  voice,  was  placed 
at  their  head.  He  was  eleven  times  chofen  governor,  and  fpent  his 
whole  eflate  in  the  public  fervice,  the  flipend  being  fmall,  and  his 
hofpitality  great,  and  his  bayliff  unfaithful.  His  fon  and  grandfon 
were  fucceffively  governors  of  Connecticut  colony.  His  great  grand¬ 
fon,,  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  died  in  London  about  12  cr  14  years  ago. 
He  was  known  there  by  the  name  of  Governor  Winthrop,  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society,  and  one  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions  is  dedicated  to  him.  And  his  poflerity  have  been  ever  fince  re- 
fpedted  and  honoured,  both  in  Connecticut  and  in  the  Maffachufets. 
Mr.  Winthrop  was  about  forty-three  years  of  age  when  he  removed. 

Mr.  Dudley’s  father,  Capt.  Roger  Dudley,  loll  his  life  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  his  country,  leavingno  other  fon.  Mr.  Dudley,  early  in  life, 
engaged  in  the  fame  fervice.  In  1597,  he  raifed  a  company  of  vo¬ 
lunteers,  received  a  captaincy  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  went  over  to 

•  .France*. 
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foarkation,  as  any  one  declined,  fome  other  perfoni629 
was  chofen  in  his  (lead.  Fir  ft  Roger  Ludlow  was 
chofen,  indead  of  Samuel  Sharps.  Whilft  they  were 


France,  and  was  at  the  fiege  of  Amiens  under  Henry  the  fourth,, 
After  his  return  to  England,  he  married  a  gentlewoman  of  good  fa¬ 
mily  and  eftate,  and  fettled  near  Northampton,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mr.  Dod,  Hilderlham,  and  other  celebrated  puritan  miniftcrs,  was 
a  devout  attendant  upon  their  miniftry,  and  (although  he  had  been 
an  officer)  became  a  fober  non-conformiff.  Lord  Say  and  Seal  re¬ 
commended  him  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton.  The  Earl  when  he 
came  to  his  eftate,  found  it  encumbered  and  entangled  ;  but  putting 
his  affairs  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Dudley,  he,  by  his  prudent  manage¬ 
ment,  very  happily  extricated  them.  After  which,  leaving  the  ier- 
vice  of  the  Earl,  he  removed  to  Bolton,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Cotton.  He  was  foon  defired  to  return  to  the  Earl’s  family* 
where  he  continued  until  he  came  to  New-England.  He  was  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  being  fifty-four  years  of  age* 
He  was  chofen  into  the  magiitracy  every  year  of  his  life  afterwards, 
four  years  governor,  and  often  deputy  governor.  He  married  a  Se¬ 
cond  time  in  his  old  age,  and  had  a  new  fet  of  children  ;  and  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  he  was  a  captain  in  1597,  and  in  1764  two  of 
his  grand  children  are  living,  viz.  one  elderly  lady  at  New-London, 
in  Connecticut  colony,  the  Widow  of  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  great 
grand fon  of  the  firft  governor,  and  another  at  Newbury  in  the  Maffa- 
chufets,  Mrs.  Atkins. 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  early  engaged.  He  was  one  of  the  fix  ori¬ 
ginal  patentees  from  the  council  of  Plimouth.  He  was  prevented 
from  coming  over  with  the  charter.  He  married  the  Lady  Sufan, 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  brought  her,  with  their  children, 
to  New-England  in  1632,  and  was  immediately  chofen  an  affiftant. 
He  fettled  at  Saugus,  now  Lynn,  about  12  miles  from  Bofton.  Ebe- 
nezer  Burril,  Efq;  late  of  the  council,  lived  on  part  of  his  farm. 
Upon  an  invitation  from  Lord  Say  he  intended,  in  the  year  1640,  to 
have  removed  to  the  Bahama  iflands  ;  but  the  ifland  of  Providence 
being  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  he  gave  over  that  defign.  Soon  after, 
having  met  with  great  Ioffes  by  fire,  and  his  eftate  being  much  im¬ 
paired,  he  fold  his  plantation  at  Saugus  to  Lady  Moody  and  returned 
to  England. 

Sir  Richard  Saltonftall  was  the  firft  named  affociate  to  the  fix  ori- 
nal  patentees.  Although  he  remained  but  a  fhort  time  in  New- 
England,  yet  his  heart  was  fet  upon  promoting  the  colony.  He 

fent 


*  Samuel  Sharp  came  over  afterwards,  and  lived  at  Salem,  but  was 
reftored  to  the  magiftracy.  Majjl  Rec* 
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jSgoat  Southampton,  (March  18)  Sir  Bryan  Janfen,  Wil¬ 
liam  Coddmgton  and  Simon  Bradhreet,  were  chofen  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Wright,  Eaton  and  Goffe,  and  yen 


fent  over  two  of  his  fons,  one  of  which  was  chofen  into  the  magi- 
ftracy  and  continued  in  it,  except  while  he  was  abfent  in  England, 
until  after  the  year  1680.  Sir  Richard  was  fon  or  grandfon  of  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1597.  He  lived  many 
years  after  his  return  to  England.  I  have  feen  his  name  among  the 
commifEoners  for  the  trial  of  Lilburn,  or  fome  other  offender  againfl 
the  llate.  By  a  will  made  in  1658,  he  gave  a  legacy  to  the  college 
in  Nevv-England.  His  great  grandfon,  Gurdon  Saltonftall,  was 
many  years  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  fome  of  his  pofterity,  in 
that  colony  and  the  Maftachufets,  are  in  efteem  and  honour  to  this 
day.  Sir  John  Foche,  a  city  knight  in  King  William’s  reign,  mar¬ 
ried  his  great  grand  daughter. 

Mr.  Johnfon,  in  a  will  uncancelled,  and  which  remains  on  the 
Maifachufets  files,  executed  April  28,  in  the  5 th  of  King  Charles  the 
iirft,  calls  himfelf  of  Clipfham  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  fon  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Johnfon,  Efq;  and  grandfon  of  Robert  Johnfon.  Doctor  Cha- 
derton  was  his  mother’s  father.  He  had  much  the  largeft  eftate  of 
any  of  the  undertakers.  -It  lay  in  Rutland,  Northamptonfhire  and 
Lincolnshire.  He  values  his  intereft,  at  that  time,  in  the  New-Eng- 
land  adventure,  at  fix  hundred  pounds.  He  had  no  children..  After 
providing  for  his  lady,  he  gave  a  great  number  of  legacies  to  his 
friends,  and  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes ;  his  lands  he  gave  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brethren.  To  Mr.  Cotton,  from  whom,  to  the  praife  of 
God’s  grace,  he  acknowledges  to  have  received  much  help  and  com¬ 
fort  in  his  fpiritual  eftate,  he  gave  thirty  pounds  and  a  gown  cloth. 
The  advovvfon  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  parifh  church  of  Cl i p- 
iham,  he  gave  to  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Cotton.  Lie  limitted  his  fu¬ 
neral  charges  to  250  I.  As  providence  ordered  it,  a  ffnall  part  of 
that  fum  fufficed.  His  heart  was  fee  on  the  New-England  concern, 
and  he  ordered  his  executors  to'  carry  on  his*  fhare  or  part  in  it. 
He  made  another  will  before  his  death,  and  appointed  John  Hamp¬ 
den,  Efq;  one  of  his  executors,  with-  Winthrop  and  Dudley.  Upon 
his  death- bed,  he  is  faid  to  have  rejoiced  that  he  had  lived  to  lee 
a  church  of  Chrift  gathered  in  America,  and  profefted  that  he 
thought  his  life  better  ipent  than  in  any  other  way.  He  was  buried, 
at  his  own  requeft,  in  part  of  the  ground  upon  Trimontain  or 
Bofton,  which  he  had  chofen  for  his  lot,  the  fquare  between  School- 
ft  reel  and  Queen-ftreet.  He  may  be  laid  to  have  been  the  idol  of 
the  people,  lor  they  ordered  their  bodies,  as  they  died,  to  be  buried 
round  him  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  of  appropriating  for  a  place 

burial,  what  is  now  called  the  old  burving-place,  adjoining  to  King’s 
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Sir  Bryan  never  came  to  New-England.  Even  after  1630 
they  had  embarked,  at  a  court  on  board  the  Arabella, 

Mr.  Dudley  was  chofen  deputy  governor,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Humfrey  who  ftaid  behind.  It  is  not  matter  of 

wonder 

chapel.  He  married  the  Lady  Isabella,  another  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Endicot,  the  next  named,  was  among  the  moll  zealous  under¬ 
takers,  and  the  moil  rigid  in  principles,  as  will  appear  in  the  courfe 
of  the  hiitory.  This  difpofition  diftinguifhed  him,  more  than  his 
other  mental  accomplifhments  or  his  outward  condition  in  life.  I 
have  feen  a  letter,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  King  Charles  the 
fecond’s  time,  wherein  is  this  expreffion,  “  The  King  would  take  it 
well,  if  the  people  would  leave  out  Mr.  Endicot  from  the  place  of 
governor.' ”  Some  of  his  pofterity  remain  at  or  near  Salem. 

Mr.  Nowell  was  nephew  to  Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s 
in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  or  elfe  the  Dean  was  his  great  uncle.  He 
was  a  ruling  elder,  fome  time,  of  the  church  at  Charleftown ;  but 
that  place  and  a  place  in  the  civil  order  were  thought,  in  that  day, 
not  well  to  co  nil  ft,  and  therefore  he  quitted  it,  chufing  the  places  of 
affiftant  and  fecretary. 

Mr.  William  VafTall,  as  well  as  his  brother  Samuel  VaiTall,  were 
gentlemen  of  good  circumftances  in  England,  but  do  not  feem  to  have 
been  fully  of  the  fame  fentime nt  in  matters  of  religion  with  the 
planters  in  general  ;  and  altho’  William  came  over  with  the  firii  com- 
pany,  yet  he  foon  went  back  to  England.  He  returned  a  few  years 
after  to  New-England,  and  fettled  at  Scituate  in  Plimouth  colony,  not 
becaufe  they  were  reputed  more  rigid  than  the  MaiTachufets  people. 

When  Jamaica  was  taken,  by  Cromwell,  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
feveral  fine  eftates  there,  enjoyed  by  his  pofterity  to  the  prefent  time. 

Mr.  Pynchon  was  a  gentleman  of  learning  as  well  as  religion.  He 
laid  the  foundation  of  Roxbury,  but  foon  removed  to  Connecticut  river, 
was  the  father  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  where  his  family  hath  flou- 
rifhed  ever  fince. 

Edward  Roffiter  was  of  a  good  family  in  the  Weft  of  England.  He 
died  the  firft  year.  His  fon  lived  afterwards  at  Combe.  His  grand  * 
fon  Edward  Roffiter,  in  the  year  i68z,  was  deacon  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Alleine’s  church  in  Taunton.  He  fays  in  a  letter,  dated  March  28, 

1682,  that  his  grandfather,  a  pious  gentleman  of  good  eftate,  left 
England  for  the  fake  of  religion. 

Thomas  Sharp  and  John  Revell  made  but  a  fhort  ftay  in  New- 
England. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  an  Eaft  country  merchant.  His  father  was  a  mini- 
fter  in  Coventry.  He  did  not  come  to  New-England  until  1637. 

And  then  fetcied  New-Haven  colony,  of  which  he  was  governor  all 
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1630  wonder  that  they  difcovered  fo  great  want  of  refolution* 
It  is  ftrange  that  fo  many  perfevered.  It  fhews  fome 
little  fortitude,  in  a  man  in  health  and  vigour,  who  goes 

through 

his  life  after.  His  correfpondence,  both  with  the  governor  of  the 
Maffacftufets  ano  with  tne  Dutch  governor  of  Manhadoes,  or  New- 
i  Ork,  d  fcovera  good  underftanding  and  virtuous  mind. 

Mr.  Coddington  was  or  Lincoln  (hire,  zealous  to  a  great  degree, 
was  afterwards  the  father  of  Rhode  liland  colony,  where  his  zeai 
abated,  and  he  promoted  a  general  toleration.  He  was  many  years 
their  governor,  and  would  gladly  have  joined  in  confederacy  with  the 
other  colonies,  but  different  fentiments  upon  religion  prevented. 

Mr.  bradttreet  was  of  Emanuel  College  Cambridge,  from  whence 
he  removed  to  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  as  his  Reward,  and 
afterwards  he  lived  in  the  fame  capacity  with  the  Countefs  of  War¬ 
wick.  He  married  one  of  Mr.  Dudley’s  daughters,  and,  after  her 
death,  a  fitter  of  Sir  George  Downing,  He  lived  to  be  the  Nettor  of 
iNew-England,  was  born  the  beginning  of  the  century  in  1603,  and 
wanted  but  three  or  four  years  of  compleating  it.  I  fuppofe  Sir  Simon 
Bradttreet  and  Dudley  Bradttreet,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ir  eland,  are  de¬ 
fended  from  him. 

Mr.  Venn,  commonly  called  colonel  Venn,  was  in  the  defign  from 
the  beginning,  and  intended  to  have  removed,  but  never  did."  Upon 
the  change  of  affairs  in  England  he  made  a  figure  there,  being  one 
of  the  members  for  the  city  in  the  long  parliament,  and  among  the 
in  oft  a&ive  in  the  oppolition  to  the  court,  and  was  one  of  the  King’s 
judges. 

Mr.  Cradock  was  more  forward  in  advancing  out  of  his  fubftance 
than  any  other,  being  generally  the  higheft  in  all  fubfcripticns.  He 
was  an  eminent  merchant  in  London,  and  continued,  divers  years,  ta 
,  carry  on  a  tra$le  in  the  colony  by  his  fervants,  but  he  never  came  over. 
His  ion  or  grand  fori  Samuei  Cra  lock,  was  a  differ, ting  minifter  at 
Wickambrook  in  i6go.  George  Ciadock,  Efq;  now  in  publick  pofts 
in  the  colony,  is  ueicended  from  him, 

I  can  give  no  account  of  the  other  aflu  ants. 

Sir  William  Brereton  was  one  c.  the  company,  and  feems  to  have 
been  preparing  to  come  o/er,  mu  he  found  employment  alfo  in  the 
long  parliament  and  in  the  aimy,  was  at  the  head  of  the  forces  which 
reduced  Chefter  Several  others,  as  Mr.  Blackhoufe,  Mr.  Whichcote, 
Captain  vValier,  Mr.  Pocock,  Mr.  Harwood,  and  other  perfons  of 
note,  were  of  the  company,  and  great  promoters  of  the  p’antation, 
Jttncohifhire  contributed  gieatlv,  and  more  of  our  principal  families 
derive  their  origin  from  thence  than  from  any  pare  of  England,  unlefs 
the  city  of  London  be  an  exception.  The  Countefs  of  Warwick  was 
a  benefactor.  In  1634,  the  general  court  voted,  “  that  there  fnould 

be 
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through  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  and  fpends  but  a  1630 
few  months  in  a  wilderness,  among  Savages,  and  in  a 
climate  more  fevere  than  he  had -ever  experienced.  What 
muft  we  think,  'then,  of  pedons  or  rank  and  goou  cii- 
cum  fiances  in  life  bidding  a  final  adieu  to  all  the  conve¬ 
niences  and  delights  of  England,  their  native  country, 
and  expofing  themfelves,  their  wives  and  children,  to 
inevitable  hardfhips  and  fuiteiings,  m  a  long  voyage 
acrofs  the  Atlantick,  to  land  upon  a  mo  ft  inhofpitable 
fhore,  deftitute  of  any  kind  of  building  to  fecure  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  of  moft  forts  of 
food  to  which  they  had  been  always  ufed  at  their  former 
home?  The  ficknefs  and  mortality  which  prevailed  the 
firft  winter,  they  did  not  forefee.  It  is  an  obfervation, 
fmce  made,  that  moil  parts  of  Americ  a  have  proved  im- 
healthy  (except  where  the  country  is  cleared)  until 
perfons  have  had  a  feafoning  in  it. 

Eleven  lhips,  which  failed  from  different  ports  in 
England,  arrived  in  New-England  before  the  end  of 
July.  Six  more  arrived  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
They  brought  above  1 500  paffengers.  The  Arabella,  on 
board  which  was  the  governor  and  feveral  or  the  afliftants, 
left  Yarmouth  between  the  7th  and  10th  of  April.  On 
the  7th  the  governor,  and  divers  others  on  board,  figned 
a  paper  directed  to  their  brethren  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  remove  fufpicions  or  miiconfi ructions,  and  to 
afk  their  prayers.  This  paper  has  occafioned  a  difpute* 
whether  the  firft  fettkrs  of  the  Maffachufets  were  of  the 

be  letters  of  thankfulnefs  figned  by  the  court  and  Cent  to  the  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  Mr.  Paynter,  Mr.  Wood,  and  others  that  have  been 
benefactors  to  this  plantation. The  Earl  of  Warwick,  her  fon,  was 
a  patron  of  the  colony,  and  was  very  able  as  well  as  willing  to  do  kind 
offices  to  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  Some  of  the  minifters  were  of  fami¬ 
lies  of  dillindtion.  Mr.  Bulkley  from  Bedfordfhire,  of  an  honourable 
family  there.  Samuel  Whiting,  who  was  minifter  of  Lynn,  married 
a  daughter  of  Oliver  Sr.  John.  She  came  with  him  to  New  England. 

John  Shearman,  minifter  of  Watertown,  married  a  grand  daughter  of 
Earl  Rivers.  Her  father,  Mr.  Laum'e,  was  a  gentleman  of  1400 1.  a 
year.  She  was  alive  in  1697,  the  mother  of  20  children. 
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1^130  chui cn  of  England  or  not.  However  problematical  it 
niay  be,  what  they  were  while  they  remained  in  England, 
they  left  no  room  for  doubt  after  they  arrived  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  The  Arabella  arrived  at  Salem  the  12th  of  June*. 
The  common  people  immediately  went  afhore,  and  re¬ 
galed  themlelves  with  ftrawberries,  which  are  very  fine 
in  America,  and  were  then  in  perfection.  This  might 
give  them  a  favourable  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  the  gentlemen  met  with  ‘enough  to  fill  them 
with  concern,  i  he  firft  news  they  had,  Was  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  confpiracy,  a  few  months  before,  of  all  the  Indians 
as  far  as  Naraghanfet,  to  extirpate  the  Englifh.  Eighty 
perfons,  out  of  about  three  hundred,  had  died  inhhe 
colony  the  winter  before,  and  many  of  thofe  that  re¬ 
mained  were  in  a  weak  fickly  condition.  There  was 
not  corn  enough  to  have  lafted  above  a  fortnight,  and 
all  other  provifions  were  very  fcant.  They  were  obliged 
to  give  ah  the  fervants  +,  they  had  fent  over,  their  li¬ 
berty,  that  they  might  foift  for  themlelves,  although 
they  had  coft  from  fixteen  to  twenry  pounds  a  head. 
They  had  not  above  three  or  four  months  to  look  out 
proper  places  for  fettlements,  and  to  provide  fhelter 
again!!  the  feverity  of  the  winter.  Wiih  this  profped  of 
difficulties,  great  enough  for  them  to  encounter,  ficknels 
began  among  them.  Being  deftitute  of  neceffary  ac¬ 
commodations,  they  dropped  away  one  after  another. 
Among  others,  the  lady  Arabella,  who,  to  ufe  Mr.  Hub¬ 
bard’s  words,  “  came  from  a  paraaife  of  plenty  and  plea- 
lure,  in  the  family  of  a  noble  Ead,  into  a  wildernefs  of 
wants,  and  although  celebrated  lor  her  many  virtues,  yet 
was  not  able  to  encounter  the  adverfity  (lie  was  furrounded 
with,  and  in  about  a  month  after  her  arrival  fhe  ended  her 
days  at  Salem  where  foe  firft  landed.”  Mr.  Johnfon,  her 
hufband,  highly  efteemed  for  his  piety  and  wilcom,  over¬ 
come  with  grief,  furvived  her  a  foort  time  only,  and  died 
fton  the  30th  September,  to  the  great  lofs  cf  the 

■'Tafconomco,  the  Sagamore  of  Cape-Ann,  came  on  board  the 
vey.t  mornirg  after  the  governor's  arrival  to  bid  him  welcome.  Huh% 
fhe  whole  number  fent  over  was  1 80.  This  was  a  heavy  lofs. 
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colony.  Mr.  Roffiter,  another  of  the  aftiftants,  died  foon  1630 
after.  Before  December  they  had  loft  two  hundred  of  their 
number,  including  a  few  who  died  upon  their  paffage. 

The  governor  and  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  left 
Salem  the  17th  of  June,  and  travelled  through  the  woods 
to  Charleftown,  about  20  miles,  to  look  out  for  a  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  their  chief  town,  which  they  had  deter¬ 
mined  Ihould  be  in  fome  part  of  the  bay  or  harbour  be¬ 
tween  Nantafket  and  Cambridge.  At  firft,  they  pitched 
upon  the  north  fide  of  Charles  river,  or  rather  northweft, 
by  the  major  voice  •,  but  a  number  of  the  principal  gentie- 
men  having  fixed  their  cottages  ((belters  intended  for  one 
winter  only)  upon  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the  river,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  molt  of  the  affiftants  removed  to  them  in 
November.  They  were,  however,  undetermined  where 
to  build  in  thefpring.  A  fortified  town,  at  lead  palifa- 
doed,  was  thought  neceffary  to  defend  them  again  ft  the 
natives,  and  they  could  not  agree  upon  the  molt  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  that  purpofe. 

They  found,  when  they  arrived,  a  few  families  fcatter- 
ed  about  in  feveral  parts  of  the  bay.  Mr.  Maverick,  who 
will  often  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  lived  upon 
Noddle’s  ifland,  a  grant  or  confirmation  of  which  he  after¬ 
wards  obtained  from  the  court.  He  had  built  a  fmall 
fort,  and  had  four  cannon  mounted  there.  At  a  point  up¬ 
on  Shawmut  or  Trimontaine,  fince  Bofton*,  lived  Mr. 
Blaxton,who  had  lefcEngland,beingdifiatisfiecT there,  and  ) 
not  a  thorough  conformift  ;  but  he  was  more  diffatisfied 
with  the  non-conformity  of  the  new-comers.  He  told 
them,  he  came  from  England  becaufe  he  did  not  like  the 
Lords  Bifhops,  but  he  could  not  join  with  them  becaufe 
he  did  not  like  the  Lords  Brethren.  He  claimed  the 
whole  peninfula  upon  which  Bofton  is  built,  becaufe  he 
was  the  firft  that  flept  upon  it.  He  had  a  grant  of  a  very 
handfome  lot  there  at  the  weft  part  of  the  town,  but  he 
chofe  to  quit  ail  and  removed  to  the  fouthward,  at  or  near 

*  Said  to  be  called  fo  from  refpeft  to  Mr.  Cotton,  minifter  of  Bollon 
(n  England,  who  they  expe&ed  to  follow  them.  , 
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30  what  is  fince  called  ProvidenceT,  where  he  lived  tooldage. 

I  here  were  alfo  feveral  families  at  Mattapap,  fince  called 
Dorchefter,  or  rather  Dorchefter  neck  3  here  t  Mr.  Ludlow 
and  Mr.  Rofiiter pitched,  with  twominiftersJMr.  Warham 
and  Mr.  Maverick,  On  the  north  of  Charles  river 
(Charleftown)  were  the  remains  of  thole  who  had  moved 
the  laft  year  from  Salem  ;  here  Mr.  Nowell  andfome  of 
his  friends  made  their  pitch,  but  confidered  themfelves 
znd  Bofton,  at  firft,  as  but  one  fettlement  and  one  church, 
with  Mr.  Wilfon  for  their  minifter.  When  he  went  to 
England  in  the  fpring,Charleftown  became  rdiftindtchurch 
and  town,  and  took  Mr.  James  for  their  minifter.  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Sakonftall  chofe  a  place  feme  miles  up  Charles  river, 
which  has  taken  the  name  of  Watertown.  His  company 
took  Mr.  Phillips  for  their  minifter.  Mr.  Pynchon  was 
at  the  head  of  another  company  who  fettled  between  Dor- 
chefte#  and  Bofton.  Their  town  took  the  name  of  Rox- 
bury.  They  had  Mr.  Elliot  §  for  their  minifter.  Medford 
and  Miftick  vfrere  then  diftindt  places,  tho9  not  fo  at  pre» 
fent.  At  Medford  11,  which  I  take  to  have  been  a  fmall 
village  at  the  lower  part  of  Miftick  river,  now  called 
Neck  of  Land,  where  a  creek  alfo  ran  into  Charles  river, 
it  was  intended  a  fettlement  fhould  be  made  for  Mr.  Cra- 
dock  and  the  people  he  was  fending  and  had  lent  over. 
Here,  by  his  agents,  he  built  feveral  veffelsof  burden.  At 
thefe  feveral  places,  together  with  Salem,  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  were  fettled  for  the  ftrPc  winter.  They  had  little  time 
enough  to  provide  their  huts.  As  foon  as  December  came, 
their  out-door  work  was  over.  On  t]ie  6th  of  December, 
the  governor  and  affiftants  met,  and  agreed  to  fortify 
the  neck  between  Bofton  and  Roxbury,  and  orders  were 
given  fqr  preparing  the  materials  3  but  at  another  meet¬ 
ing,  or3  the  21ft,  they  laid  that  defign  afide,  and  agreed 

f  One  Mr.  Blakeftone,  a  minifter,  went  from  Bofton,  having  lived 
there  9  or  10  years,  becaufe  he  would  not  join  with  the  church.  He 
lives  near  Mr.  Williams,  but  b  far  from  his  opinion.  Lechford . 

%  They  arrived  at  N'antalket,  the  30th  of  May,  from  Plymouth  in 
England. 

§  Pie  did  not  come  ever  until  1631.  Mr.  Weld  was  his  colleague. 

(I  Mood, 


on  a  place  *  about  three  miles  above  Charleftown,’  and  1630 
moft  of  them  engaged  to  build  hou'es  there  the  next 
year.  The  weather  held  tolerable  until  the  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  but  the  cold  then  came  on  with  violence.  Such 
a  Chriumas  eve  they  had  never  feen  before.  From  that 
time,  to  the  10th  of  February,  their  chief  care  was  to 
keep  themfelves  warm,  and  as  comfortable  in  other  re- 
fpefts  as  their  leant  provisions  would  permit.  The  poorer 
fort  were  much  expofed,  lying  in  tents  and  mifcrable 
hovels,  and  many  died  of  the  feurvy  and  other  diftem- 
pers.  They  were  fo  fhort  of  provifions,  that  many  were 
obliged  to  live  upon  clams,  muffels  and  other  ihell-fifh, 
with  ground-nuts  and  acorns  inftead  of  bread.  One, 
that  came  to  the  governors  houfe  to  complain  of  his 
fufferings,  was  prevented,  being  informed  that,  even 
there,  the  laft  batch  was  in  the  oven.  Some  inftances  are 
mentioned  of  great  calmnefs  and  refignation  in  this  dif- 
trefs.  A  good  man,  who  had  alkcd  his  neighbour  to 
adifh  of  clams,  after  dinner  returned  thanks  to  God  who 
had  given  them  to  fuck  of  the  abundance  of  the  feas  and 
of  treafure  hid  in  the  fands.  They  had  appointed  the  \ 

2 2d  of  February  for  a  faft,  but  on  the  5th,  to  their  great 
ioy,  the  fhip  Lyon,  Capt.  Pierce,  one  of  the  laft  year’s  j 
fleet,  returned  laden  with  provifions  from  England, 
which  were  diftributed  according  to  the  neceffities  of  the  j 
people.  They-turned  their  faft  into  a  thankfgiving. 

In  the  fpring  of  1631,  they  purfued  their  defign  of  a  1631 
fortified  town  at  Newtown.  The  governor  fet  up  the 
frame  of  a  houfe  ;  the  deputy  governor  finifhed  his  houfe 
and  removed  his  family.  About  this  time,  Chicketawbut, 
the  chief  of  the  Indians  near  Bofton,  came  to  vifit  the 
governor  and  made  high  profeffions  of  friendfhip, .  The 
apprehenfions  of  danger  leflened  by  degrees,  the  dJlfgn  of 
a  fortified  town  went  off  in  the  fame  proportion,  until 
it  was  wholly  laid  afide.  The  governor  took  down  his 
frame  and  carried  it  to  Boflcn.  Mr.  Dudley,  the  de¬ 
puty,  was  oifended,  and  perfifted  for  feme  time  ul  ftis 

*  f  irfl  called  Newtown,  fince  Canfbridge. 
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163 1  fir  ft  determination  of  redding  at  Newtown,  but  at  length 
removed  to  Roxbury.  0 

X  his  fcheme,  of  a  fortified  town,  was  well  enough 
while  they  were  uncertain  what  the  temper  of  the  natives 
would  be.  Their  defign  was  to  make  improvements, 
and  to  extend  their  fettlements  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
country.  Unlefs  they  were  upon  fuch  terms  with  the 
Indians,  that  they  could  do  this  with  fafety,  the  colony 
couid  not  long  fubfift.  If  they  were  upon  fuch  terms, 
fortified  towns  were  unneceflary  *. 

The  high  price  of  provifions,  this  year  in  England, 
impoveriflied  the  colony.  Every  bufhel  of  wheat  meal 
coli,  including  the  freight,  14s.  fterling;  every  bufhel 
of  peaie  10s.  and  Indian  corn,  imported  from  \  irginia, 
fo;d  at  10s  f.  Some  were  difcouraged  and  returned  to 
England,  viz.  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Sharpe, 
and  never  came  back  ;  but  others,  in  hopes  of  bet¬ 
ter  times,  went  over  to  fetch  their  families  and  returned 
with  them,  viz.  Mr.  Wilfon,  Coddington  J,  &c.  They 
went  in  the  Lyon,  which  brought  their  fupply.  In  the 
fame  (hip,  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardner  was  fent  home  under 
confinement.  He  was  a  knight  of  the  fepulchre,  but 
concealed  his  true  character,  and  came  over  laft  year  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  feparating  himfelf  from  the  world,  and 
living  a  life  of  retirement  and  devotion.  He  offered  to 

*  Mr.  Dudley  fays,  they  laid  afide  all  thought  of  a  fort,  becaufe 
upon  any  invafion  when  they  ihould  retire  to  it,  they  muft  necefi'a- 
rhy  lofe  their  houfes.  Letter  io  Countejs  of  Lincoln.  There  was  the 
fame  objedlion  to  a  fortified  town,  if  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns 
and  villages  ihould  retire  to  it. 

-f  it  was  the  year  1633,  before  they  knew  they  ihould  be  able  to 
raife  Englifh  grain,  if  we  may  credit  Johnfon.  “  This  year,  a  fmall 
glean  rye  was  brought  to  the  court,  as  the  firft  fruits  of  Englifn 
grain j  which,  this  poor  people  greatly  rejoiced  to  fee  the  land 
would  bear  it.”  Jobnfon  1633. 

t  The  following  paragraph,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton  from  Mr. 
Cocciington,  London  June  4,  1632,  ihews  with  what  zeal  he  had  em¬ 
barked  in  this  undertaking.  “  ]  am,  1  thank  God,  in  bodry  health, 
yet  not  enjoying  that  freedom  of  fpirit,  being  withheld  from  that  place 
which  my  foul  defireth  and  my  heart  earneftiy  worketh  after;  neither, 
J  think,  fhall  I  lee  it  till  towards  the  next  fpring,  my  wife  being  with 
child,  and  all  her  friends  unwilling  fhe  fhculd  go  in  that  condition. '* 


)oin  to  feveral  of  the  churches,  but  he  was  fufpefted  to  1631- 
bean  immoral  man,  and  not  received.  He  had  a  comely 
young  woman,  who  travelled  with  him.  He  called  her 
his  coufin.  For  fome  mifcarriages  in  the  Maffachufets, 
he  fled  to  the  Indians.  They  cariied  him  to  Plimouth, 
having  firft  ufed  him  pretty  roughly.  From  thence  he 
was  fent.  to  Bofton.  He  joined  afterwards,  with  Gorges, 
Maion  and  others,  in  complaints  againft  the  colony. 

Mr.  Wilfon  left  the  church  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river  withe,. .  a  minifter.  At  his  parting  he  recommended 
them  to  the  care  of  the  governor,  deputy- governor  and 
other  godly  and  able  chriflians,  to  carry  on  the  worfhip  of 
God,  on  the  Lord’s  day,  by  prophefying  until  his  return. 

So  much  of  rheir  attention  was  neceflfary  in  order  to 
provide  for  their  fupporr,  that  little  bufinefs  was  done  by 
the  afiiftants  or  by  the  general  court.  The  removal  of 
the  charter  made  many  new  regulations  neceffary,  which 
were  fettled  by  degrees.  The  firft  court  of  afiiftants  was 
at  Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  about  two  months  after  their 
arrival.  A  beadle,  a  corporation  officer,  was  appointed.* 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  governor  and  deputy  for 
the  time  being,  fhould  be  juftices  of  the  peace,  four  of 
the  then  afiiftants  were  alfo  appointed  juftices.  All  juf~ 
tices  whatfoever  were  to  have  the  fame  power,  for  re¬ 
formation  of  abufes  and  punifhing  offenders,  which  juf¬ 
tices  have  in  England,  but  no  corporal  punifhment  to  be 
inflifted  except  by  an  afiiftant.  In  high  offences,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  afiiftants  fat  as  a  court,  as  well  as  in  civil 
matters.  There  was  a  trial  by  a  jury  this  year  for  mur¬ 
der,  and  the  perfon  charged  was  acquitted.  The  firft 
general  court  was  held  the  19th  of  Odtober,  not  by  a 
reprefentative,  but  by  every  one,  that  was  free  of  the 
corporation,  in  perfon.  None  had  been  admitted  freemen 
fince  they  left  England.  The  governor  and  afiiftants  had 
a  great  influence  over  the  court.  It  was  ordered,  that, 

Tor  the  future,  the  freemen  fhould  chufe  the  afiiftants, 
and  the  afiiftants,  from  among  themfelves,  chufe  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor.  The  court  of  afiiftants  were 
to  have  the  power  of  making  laws  and  appointing  offi- 


i  cers.  This  was  a  departure  from  their  charter*  One 
hundred  and  nine  freemen  were  admitted  at  this  court. 
Maverick,  Blackftone,  and  many  more  who  were  not  of 
any  of  the  churches,  were  of  this  number.  This  was  all 
that  was  tranfaded,  that  was  any  thing  material,  the  firft 
year.  The  next  general  court  was  the  court  of  election 
for  1631.  The  fcale  was  now  turned,  and  the  freemen 
reioived  to  chufe  both  governor,  deputy  and  afliftants,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  former  vote,  and  made  an  order,  that,  for 
the  time  to  come,  none  fliould  be  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  body  politick  but  fuch  as  were  church  members  *. 
fm  Fins  was  a  moft  extraordinary  order  or  law,  and  yet 
it  continued  in  force  untihthe  diffolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  it  being  repealed,  in  appearance  only  f ,  after  the 
reiteration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond.  Had  they  been 
deprived  of  their  civil  privileges  in  England  by  an  ad  of 
parliament,  unlefs  they  would  join  in  communion  with 
the  churches  there,  it  might  very  well  have  been  the  firft 
in  the  roll  of  grievances.  But  fuch  were  the  requifites 
to  qualify  for  church  memberfhip  here,  that  the  grievance 
was  abundantly  greater. 

The  Icarcity  of  the  former  year  excited  the  inhabitants 
to  make  the  greater  improvements,  by  tillage,  affoon  as  the 
Ipring  advanced,  and  it  pleafed  God  to  give  them  fuch  fa¬ 
vourable  feafons,  that  they  had  a  very  plentiful  harveft; 
and  Indian  corn  which  could  not  be  purchafed  with 

.  money 

I  •  ^  •  t . .  *■  J'  *  *  t 

*  None  may  now  be  a  freeman  of  that  company,  unlefs  he  be  a 
church  member  among  them.  None  have  voice  in  elections  of  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy  and  aftiftants,  none  are  to  be  magiflrates,  officers  or  jury¬ 
men,  grand  or  petit,  but  freemen.  The  mini  Hers  give  their  votes  in 
all  elections  of  magiftrates.  Now  the  molt  of  the  perfons  at  New- 
England  are  not  admitted  of  their  church,  and  therefore  are  not  free¬ 
men  ;  and  when  they  come  to  be  tried  there,  be  it  for  life  or  limb, 
name  or  eftate,  or  wbatfoever,  they  mull  be  tried  and  judged  too  by 
tbofe  of  the  church  who  are,  in  a  fort,  their  adverfaries.  How  equal 
that  hath  been  or  may  be,  fome  by  experience  do  know,  others  may 
judge.  Lechford . 

t  The  minifter  was  to  certify,  that  the  candidates  for  freedom  were 
of  orthodox  principles  and  of  good  lives  and  conventions. 

X  This  however  was  mean  diet,  and  diftafle ful  to  Europeans  in  ge¬ 
neral.  “  The  want  of  Engl i(h  grain,  wheat,  barley  and  rye,  proved 
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money  the  year  before,  at  the  end  of  this  year  was  made  a  1 63 1 
tender  in  difcharge  of  all  debts,  except  money  or  beaver 
had  been  fpecially  agreed  for.  Cattle  were  extremely  dear, 
a  great  part  of  what  had  been  fhipped  from  England  being 
dead,  and  a  milch  cow  was  valued  at  25  to  30  1.  derling. 

The  fame  governor  and  deputy  governor  and  fuch  of 
the  affiftantsof  1630,  as  were  living  and  in  the  colony, 
were  re  eledled  for  the  year  1631  They  continued  to  16.3 z 
make  the  fame  choice  for  1632,  with  the  addition  of 
Mr.  John  Humfrey,  who  had  been  deputy  governor  in 
England,  but  was  prevented  coming  the  firft  year,  and 
John  Winthrop,  jun.  the  governor’s  eldeftfon,  who,  with 
his  wife,  mother,  and  fome  others  of  the  family,  ani-ved 
in  October  the  year  before.  They  were  frequently  a- 
larmed  this  year§  by  the  Indians,  which  put  them  into 
confufion ;  happy  for  them,  that  in  this  their  feeble  in¬ 
fant  date  they  were  only  alarmed.  A  company  of  Eaftern 
Indians  called  Tarretines,  about  an  hundred  in  number, 
affaulted  the  wigwams  of  the  Sagamore  of  Agawam 
They  came  by  water  in  30  canoes,  flew  feven  Indians  and 
wounded  two  Sagamores  who  lived  near  Bofton,  and 
carried  away  captives  one  of  their  wives  with  divers 
other  Indians.  The  governor  likewife  received  advice 
from  the  governor  of  Piimouth  of  a  broil  between  fome 
Englifh  of  that  colony  and  fome  of  the  Naraganfet  In¬ 
dians,  who  fet  upon  the  Englifh  houfe  at  SowaniJ*;  alio 
of  motions  made  by  the  Pequods,  which  caufed  the 
Dutch  governor  of  Manhadoes  to  give  notice  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  be  upon  their  guard.  A  fhallop  belonging  to 
Dorcheder  having  been  miffing  all  the  winter,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  this  fummer,  that  the  crew,  confiding  of  five 
men,  had  been  fecretly  murdered  by  the  Eadern  Indians-. 

3.  fore  affliction  to  fome  flomachs  who  could  not  live  upon  Indian, 
bread  and  water,^  yet  were  they  compelled  to  it.”  Jobrfo n. 

£  Hubbard.  I  his  year,  and  this  only,  the  affiants  chofen  arc 
2iot  named  in  the  colony  records. 

§  1  here  was  an  alarm  in  163 1  at  Saugus  or  Lynn.  Lieut.  Walker, 

Uien  upon  the  watch,  was  (hot  through  his  cloaths  by  two  arrows,  but 
by  immediate  difcharge  of  a  culverin  it  was  fuppofed  the  Indians 
withdrew.  ^ oh  nfony  &c. 

*  Iphvich.  f  In  part  of  what  is  now  BrifloL 

3  However  3. 
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1632  However,  the  Sagamores,  near  Bofton,  made  profeffionS 
of  friend  (hip,  and  on  the  5  th  of  Auguft  this  year,  Mianti- 
no  mo,  one  of  the  great  Sachems  of  the  Naraganfets,  the 
snoft  numerous  of  all  the  Indians  between  Bofton  and  Hud- 
lon’s  river,  came  down  to  Bofton,  whether  out  of  fear  or 
love  they  could  not  tell,  to  enter  into  a  league  of  friend fhip 
with  the  colony.  He  and  his  followers  were  invited  to 
attend  the  public  worftiip,  but  three  of  them  withdrew  in 
fermon  time,  and  to  fatisfy  their  hunger,  broke  into  an 
Englifh  houfe  to  get  victuals.  The  Sagamore,  who  was 
a  very  high  fpirited  fellow,  couid  hardly  be  perfuaded  to 
order  them  any  corporal  punifhment ;  but  he  v/as  fo 
aftiamed  of  his  attendants,  that  he  ordered  them  out  of 
town,  and  followed  them  himfelf  foon  after. 

The  French  alfooccafioned  fome  uneafy  apprehenfions. 
They  had  been  drove  from  Accady  by  Sir  Samuel  Argali 
in  3613.  The  people  of  New-Plimouth  had  let  up  a 
trading  houfe,  at  Penobfcot,  about  the  year  1627.  Intelli¬ 
gence  was  brought  this  year  to  the  Maffachufets,  that  in 
1630  or  1631  Sir  William  AJexander  had  fold  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Nova-Scotia  to  the  French,  and  that  the  fort,  with 
all  the  ammunition  and  ftores,  was  delivered  to  them  ; 
that  Cardinal  Richlieuhad  ordered  fome  companies  there, 
and  that  more  uere  expe&ed  the  next  year  withpriefts, 
Jefuits,  &c.  This  news  alarmed  the  governor  and  council, 
and  put  them  upon  confultations  for  their  defence.  They 
determined  to  finifh  a  fort  which  was  begun  at  Bofton,  to 
build  another  at  Nantafket,  and  to  haften  the  fettlement  of 
Agawam  (Ipfwich,)  it  being  one  of  the  beft  places  both 
for  palture  and  tillage,  left  an  enemy  fhould  take  pofleftion 
and  prevent  them.  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor’s  fon,  was 
accordingly  fent  to  begin  a  plantation  there  *.  It  appears 

their 

*  The  Tarrateen,  or  Eaftern  Indians,  who  had  a  bpight  againft  the 
Indians  of  Agawam,  and  had  attacked  them  and  drove  them  from  their 
fettlement,  intended  mifehief  againft  the  Englifh  alfo,  as  appears  by 
the  following  account,  preferved  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Cobbett, 
the  minifter  of  Agawam  or  Ipfwich  : 

“  At  the  fiift  planting  of  Ipfwich,  as  a  credible  man  informed  me, 

namely 
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that  their  apprehenfionsof  the  French  defigns,  to  tike  pof-, 
feffion  of  fome  part  or  other  of  the  coatt,  were  nor  i!l 
founded  ;  for  they  fent  a  fhip,  this  year,  to  Penobfcot, 
as  a  prelude  to  what  was  to  come  after.  Governor  Brad-  1632 
ford  of  Plimouth  gives  this  account  of  it.  “  This  year 
“  the  houfe  at  Penobfcot  is  robbed  by  the  French  in  this 
“  manner :  While  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  and  part  of 
u  the  company  with  him,  is  come  with  one  veflei 
“  to  the  weftward  to  fetch  a  fupply  of  goods  broughc 
“  over  for  us,  a  fmall  French  veflei,  having  a  falfe  Scot 
“  aboard,  goes  into  the  harbour,  pretends  they  are  newly 
“  come  from  fea,  knows  not  where  they  are,  that  the 
“  veflei  is  very  leaky,  and  defires  they  may  haul  her  a- 
“  fliore  and  flop  her  leaks,  making  many  French  com- 
“  plements  and  congees  :  And  feeing  but  three  or  four 
“  Ample  men,  who  are  fervants,  and,  by  the  Scotchman, 

“  underftanding  the  matter  and  the  reft  of  the  company 

«*  \ 

«  namely  Quartermailer  Perkins,  the  Tarrateens  or  Eafterly  Indians? 

“  had  a  defign  to  have  cut  them  off  at  the  firft,  when  they  had  but 
between  20  and  30  men,  old  and  young,  belonging  to  the  place  ; 
c‘  and,  at  that  inllant,  moil  of  them  gone  into  the  bay  about  their 
“  occafions,  not  hearing  of  any  intimations  thereof.  It  was  thus  : 

“  One  Robin,  a  friendly  Indian,  came  to  this  John  Perkins,  then  a 
ci  young  man,  living  then  in  a  little  hut  upon  his  father’s  ifland 
li  on  this  fide  of  JeofFry’s  neck,  and  told  him,  on  fuch  a  Thuri- 
“  day  morning,  early,  there  would  come  four  Indians,  to  draw 
him  to  go  down  the  hill  to  the  water  fide,  to  truck  with  them, 

“  which,  if  he  did,  he  and  all  near  him  would  be  cutofF,  for  there 
“  were  40  birchin  canoes  would  lie  out  of  fight  at  the  brow  of  the 
6<  hill,  full  of  armed  Indians  for  that  purpofe.  Of  this  he  forthwith 
“  acquainted  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  who  then  lived  there  in  a  houfe 
e<  near  the  water,  who  advifed  him,  if  fuch  Indians  came,  to  carry 
“  n  ruggec%  towards  them,  and  threaten  to  fhooc  them  if  the/ 

“  would  not  be  gone,  and  when  their  backs  were  turned,  to  ilrike  up 
a  drum  he  had  with,  him  befides  his  two  mufkets,  and  then  dii- 
“  charge  them,  that  fo  6  or  8  young  men,  who  were  in  the  marines 
“  hard  by  a  mowing,  keeping  their  guns  ready  charged  by  them, 

Ci  might  take  the  alarm,  and  the  Indians  would  perceive  their  plot 
“  was  difeovered  and  hade  away  to  fea  again  ;  which  accordingly  was 
tc  fo  a<fied  and  took  like  efFeft,  for  he  told  me,  he  prefently  after 
discerned  40  fuch  canoes  (hove  off  from  under  the  hill  and  make  as 
“  fail  as  thev  could  to  fea,1' 
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i  are  gone  from  home,  fail  to  commending  the  guns  and 
“  mufkets  which  lie  on  the  racks  by  the  wall  fide,  take 
“  them  clown  to  look  on  them,  afking  if  they  were 
“  charged,  and  when  pofieffed  of  them,  one  prefents  a 
“  loaded  piece  again  ft  the  fervants,  another  a  piftol, 
44  they  bid  them  not  to  ftir  but  deliver  the  goods,  and 
“  made  them  help  in  carrying  them  all  aboard,  to  the 

44  value  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  prime 

45  cot!  ;  three  hundred  weight  of  beaver,  the  reft  in 
44  trading  goods,  as  coats,  rugs,  blankets,  &c.  then  fet 
44  the  fervants  at  liberty  and  go  away  wiih  this  taunting 
44  meflage,  Fell  your  mafter,  when  he  returns,  that  fome 
4*  of  the  I  He  of  Rhee  gentlemen  have  been  here.” 

It  appears  that  the  Maffachufets  people  took  poffefiion 
of  the  country  at  a  very  critical  time.  Richlieu,  in  all  pro- 
ba  ility,  would  have  planted  his  colony  nearer  the  fun,  if 
he  could  have  found  any  place  vacant.  De  Monts  and 
company  had  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Cape  Sables  beyond  Cape  Cod  in  1604;  in¬ 
deed  it  does  not  appear  that  they  then  Went  round  or  to 
the  bottom  of  Maffachufets  bay.  Had  they  once  gained 
footing  there,  they  would  have  prevented  the  Englifh. 
The  frenchified  court  of  King  Charles  the  firft  would, 
at  the  treaty  of  Saint  Germains,  have  given  up  any  claim  to* 
Maffachufets  bay  as  readily  as  they  did  to  Acadie;  for 
the  French  could  make  out  no  better  title  to  Penobfcot, 
and  the  other  parts  of  Acadie,  than  they  could  to  Maf¬ 
fachufets.  The  little  plantation  at  New-Plimouth  would 
have  been  no  greater  bar  to  the  French  in  one  place 
than  in  the  other.  The  Dutch,  the  next  year,  would 
have  quietly  pofieffed  themfelves  of  Connecticut  river, 
unlefs  the  French,  inftead  of  the  Englifh,  had  prevented 
them.  Whether  the  people  cf  either  nation  would  have 
perfevered  is  uncertain.  If  they  had  done  it,  the  late 
conteft  for  the  dominion  of  North  America  would  have 
been  between  France  and  Holland,  and  the  commerce 
of  England  would  have  borne  a  very  different  propor¬ 
tion  to  that  of  the  reft  of  Europe  from  what  it  does  at 
prefent. 
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The  new  fettlers  were  in  perils  alfo  from  their  own  1632 
countrymen.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon, 
two  of  the  council  of  Plimouth,  who  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  their  fortunes,  had  expended  large  fums 
to  little  purpofe  in  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  New- 
England,  beheld  the  Maffachufets  with  an  envious  eye. 

They  intended,  for  themfelves,  all  that  part  of  the  co¬ 
lony  which  lies  to  the  Eaftward  of  Naumkeag.  Gar- 
diner  and  Morton*,  to  revenge  the  affronts  they  had 
received,  joined  with  them  in  a  complaint  to  the  King 

in 


*  Morton  wrote  the  following  letter  to  one  Jeffries  in  New-Eng- 
land  :  “  My  very  good  goffipl  If  I  fhould  commend  myfelf  to  you, 
you  would  reply  with  this  proverb,  propria  laus  fordet  in  ere,  but  to 
leave  impertinent  falutes  and  really  proceed,  you  fhall  hereby  under¬ 
hand,  that  altho’  when  I  was  firft  fent  to  England,  to  make  com¬ 
plaint  againft  Ananias  and  the  brethren,  I  effected  the  bufmefs  but  fu- 
perficially  (thro’  the  brevity  of  time)  1  have  at  this  time  taken  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  brought  the  matter  to  a  better  paf$?  and  it  is  brought  about, 
that  the  King  hath  taken  the  matter  into  his  own  hands.  The  Maffa¬ 
chufets  patent,  by  an  order  of  council,  was  brought  in  view,  the  pri¬ 
vileges  therein  granted  well  fcanned,  and  at  the  council  board,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  S  r  R.  Saltonftall  and  the  reft,  it  was  declared,  for  manifold 
abufes  therein  difeovered,  to  be  void.  The  King  hath  re-affumed  the 
whole  bufinefs  into  his  own  hands,  and  given  order,  for  a  general  go¬ 
vernor  for  the  whole  territory,  to  be  fent  over.  The  commiftion  is 
palled  the  privy  leal,  I  faw  it,  and  the  fame  was  fent  to  my  Lord  \ 
Keeper,  to  have  it  pafs  the  great  leal,  and  1  now  flay  to  return  with  the 
governor,  by  whom  all  complainants  lhall  have  relief.  So  that  r.*nv, 
Jonas  being  fet  alhore,  may  fafely  cry,  Repent  ye  cruel  fchifmaticks, 
repent,  there  are  yet  but  40  days.  If  Jove  vouchsafe  to  thunder, 
the  charter  and  the  kingdom  of  the  feparaulfs  will  fall  afunder. — My 
lo’d  of  Canterbury,  with  my  lord  privy  leal,  having  caufed  all  Mr, 
Cradock’s  letters  to  be  viewed  and  his  apology  for  the  brethren  par¬ 
ticularly  heard,  protefted  againft  him  and  Mr.  Humfties  that  they 
were  a  couple  of  impofturous  knaves,  fo  that,  for  all  their  great 
friends,  they  departed  the  council  chamber  in  our  view  with  a  pair 
of  cold  Ihoulders,  I  have  ftaid  long,  yet  have  not  loft  my  labour. 
The  brethren  have  found  themfelves  fruftrated,  and  1  fhall  fee  my 

defire  upon  mine  enemies. - -Of  thefe  things  I  thought  good,  by 

fo  convenient  a  meffenger,  to  give  you  notice,  left  you  (hould  think  X 
died  in  obfeurity,  as  the  brethren  vainly  intended  1  fhould.  As  for 
Ratcliffe,  he  was  comforted  by  their  lordfhips  with  the  cropping  of 
Mr,  YVinthrop’s  ears,  whichs  Ibews  what  opinion  is  held,  amongft 
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S 632  in  council  againft  the  colony.  Ac  this  time  they  failed 
ol  fuccefs,  and  an  order  was  made  in  council  15th  of 
January  1632,  declaring  the  lair  appearances  and  great 
hopes  which  there  then  were,  that  the  country  would 
prove  beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  profitable 
to  the  particular  perfons  concerned  ;  and  that  the  ad- 
“  venturers  might  be  allured,  that  if  things  fhould  be 
“  carried  on  as  was  pretended  when  the  patents  were 
“  granted  and  according  as  by  the  patent  is  appointed, 
“  his  Majefly  would  not  only  maintain  the  liberties  and 
privileges  heretofore  granted,  but  fupply  any  thing 
further  which  might  tend  to  the  good  government, 
“  profperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  there  f.” 

1633  In  the  year  1633,  the  people  ftill  continued  theadmi- 
niftration  of  government  in  the  fame  hands.  Frelh  fup- 
p'iies  of  inhabitants  had  been  brought  from  England, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  former 
years,  but  there  were  many  who  were  willing  to  fee  the 
fuccefs  of  the  firft  adventurers-  before  they  embarked 
themfelves.  The  reports  carried  over  were  very  encou¬ 
raging,  fo  that,  this  year,  there  was  a  very  great  addi¬ 
tion  made,  fhips  arriving  all  fummer,  in  fome  months 
twelve  or  fourteen  in  a  month  ;  an  exportation  fo  great 
and  of  fuch  fort  of  perfons,  that  it  produced  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  of  the  King  in  Council,  2  ill  February  1633. 

“  Whereas  the  board  is  given  to  underltand  of  the 
$£  frequent  tranfportation,  of  great  numbers  of  his  Ma- 
“  jelly’s  fubjeds  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  plantation 

them,  of  king  Winthrop  with  all  his  inventions  and  his  Amflerdam 
and  fantaftical  ordinances,  his  preachings,  marriages  and  other  abu- 
five  ceremonies,  which  exemplify  his  deteflation  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  contempt  of  his  Majefty’s  authority  and  wholfome  laws. 
1  rdf  your  loving  friend. 

May  1,  1634.  Thomas  Morton.” 

Morton  came  to  New-England  again,  in  1643,  when  this  letter  and 
a  book  he  had  wrote,  full  of  invectives,  were  produced  againll  him. 
Me  was  truly  called  the  accufer  of  the  brethren.  The  court  fined  him 
vool.  He  was  poor  and  unable  to  pay  it.  Nothing  but  his  age 
laved  him  from  the  whipping-poft,  He  went  to  Acamenticus,  and 
there  died  a  year  or  two  after, 
f  Hubbard. 
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«c  of  New-England,  among  whom  divers  perfons  known  162  ? 
“  to  be  ill  affe&ed,  difcontenced  not  only  with  civil  but 
“  ecclefiaftical  government  here,  are  ohferved  to  refort 
<c  thither,  whereby  fuch  confuficn  and  diffraction  is  al- 
ready  grown  there,  efpecially  in  point  of  religion,  as, 

“  befide  the  ruin  of  the  faid  plantation,  cannot  but  highly 
44  tend  to  the  fcandal  both  of  church  and  ftate  here.  And 
44  whereas  it  was  informed  in  particular,  that  there  are, 

44  at  this  prefent,  divers  fhips,  in  the  river  of  Thames, 

44  ready  to  fet  fail  thither,  freighted  with  pafTengers  and 
provifions  *,  it  is  thought  fit  and  ordered,  that  flay 
44  fhould  be  forthwith  made  of  the  find  fhips  until  further 
44  order  from  this  board.  And  the  feveral  mailers  and 
44  freighters  of  the  fame  fhould  attend  the  board,  on 
44  Wednefday  next  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  lift  of  the 
44  pafTengers  and  provifions  in  each  fhip.  And  that  Mr. 

*4  Cradock,  a  chief  adventurer  in  that  plantation  now 
44  prefent  before  the  board,  fhould  be  required  to  caufe 
44  the  letters  patent  for  the  faid  plantation  to  be  brought 
64  to  this  board*.55 

fc  V 

Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  that  this  order  was  the  effect  of  a 
new  complaint  preferred  by  Gardiner,  Morton  and  others, 
of  their  hardfhips  and  [offerings  from  the  feverity  of  the 
government,  and  that  fuch  of  the  company  as  were  in 
England  were  called  before  the  committee  of  council,  and 
delivered  an  anfwer  in  writing,  and  that,  upon  reading 
thereof,  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  work  with  the  Lords  of  the? 
council  and  afterwards  with  the  King’s  Majeffy,  that  when 
the  whole  matter  was  reported  to  him  by  Sir  Thomas 
Jermayne  (one  of  the  council  who  had  been  prefent  at  the 
three  days  of  hearing,  and  fpake  much  in  commendation 
of  the  governor,  both  to  the  L,ords  and  after  to  his  Ma-. 
jefty )  theKingfaid,  he  would  have  fuch  feverely  punilhed 
as  fhould  abule  his  governor  and  the  plantation,  and  the 
defendants  were  difmifled,  with  a  favourable  order  for 
their  encouragement ;  being  allured,  from  fome  of  the 
council,  that  his  Majefty  did  not  intend  to  irnpofe  the 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  upon  them,  for  that 
^  Hubbard. 
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*^33  1#t  was  confide;  ed,  it  was  for  the  fake  of  freedom  from  thofe 
things  that  people  went  over  thither.  It  is  certain,  a  ft  op 
was  nor  put  to  the  emigration.  I  here  came  over,  amongft: 
many  others  in  this  year  1633,  J^-r*  Haynes  of  the  civil 
order,  Mr.  Cotton'*,  Mr  Hooker,  and  Mr.  Stone,  three 
of  the  moft  famous  men  of  the  religious  order.  Mr  Cotton 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  more  inftrumental,  in  the  fe l tie— 
menc  of  their  civil  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  polity,  than  any 
Other  perfon  :  The  church  of  Bolton,  by  advice  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  and  of  theelders  in  the  colony,  received 
him  for  their  teacher;  to  which  office  he  was  ordained 
the  17th  October.  Mr.  Thom  as  Leverett,  an  ancient 
member  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  church  in  England,  was  at  the 
fame  time  ordained  a  ruling  elder.  The  circumftances 
and  order  of  proceeding,  in  Mr.  Cotton’s  ordination, 
were  intended  as  a  precedent,  and  the  congregational 
churches  in  New-England  have  generally  conformed 
thereto  ever  fince.  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone,  with 
their  friends,  fettled  at  JNewtown  (Cambridge^.) 

In 

*  Mr.  Cotton’s  removal  was  flattened  by  letters  miffive,  which  were 
out  again  ft  him  to  convent  hiin  before  the  high  commifiion  court  for 
nonconformity.  His  friends  advifed  him  to  keep  clofe,  until  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  embarking.  MS.  Utter  Sam.  Whiting . 

f  In  the  year  1633,  the  finall  pox  made  terrible  havock  among  the 
Indians  of  Maftachufets.  Whether  or  no  their  food  and  irregular 
diet  furnifhes  greater  quantities  of  the  morbittck  matter,  than  in  more 
temperate  perfons,  I  leave  to  pbyficians.  They  were  deftituteof  every 
thing,  proper  for  comfort  and  relief,  and  died  in  greater  proportion 
than  is  known  among  the  Englifh.  John  Sagamore  ofWinettmet, 
mnd  James  of  Lynn,  with  almoft  all  their  people,  died  of  the  diftemper. 
A\ l  writers  agree,  that,  a  few  years  before  the  Englilh  came  to  Nevv- 
Plimouth,  a  mortal  contagious  diftemper  fvvept  away  great  numbers  of 
Indians,  fo  that  fome  tribes  were  in  a  manner  extindV;  the  Maftachufets, 
particularly,  are  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  reduced  from  thirty  thoufand 
to  three  hundred  fighting  men.  The  fmall  pox  proving  fince  fo 
fatal  to  Indians,  caufed  fome  to  fuppofe  that  to  have  been  the  diftem¬ 
per,  but  the  Indians  themfelves  always  gave  a  very  different  account, 
and,  by  their  defcription,  it  was  a  peftilential  putnd  fever.  In  one 
of  the  voyages,  collefled  by  Purchas,  it  is  Paid  to  have  been  the 
plague,  and  that  fome  of  the  Indians  which  recovered  fhewed  the  fears 
of  the  boil.  An  inftance  of  mortality  among  the  Indians  of  Nan- 

tucket, 
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Tn  the  year  1624,  they  thought  proper  to  give  their  1634 
governor  feme  refp.te,  Mr.  Dudley  bang  cho.'en  in  his 
ftead,  and  Roger  Ludlow  deputy  governor. 

Mr.  Haynes,  who  had  lately  come  over,  was  chofen 
to  the  place  of  afliftant.  The  governor  and  affiftants  kept 
the  powers  of  government,  both  legiflative  and  executive, 
very  much  in  their  hands  the  three  firft  years.  The  peo¬ 
ple  began  to  grow  unealy,  and  tire  number  of  freemen 
bein^  greatly  multiplied,  an  alteration  of  the  conllitution 
feems  to  have  been  agreed  upon  or  fallen  into  by  a  ge¬ 
neral  confent  of  the  towns ;  for  at  a  general  court  for 
elections  in  1634,  twenty  four  of  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  appeared  as  the  reprelentatives  of  the  body  of  free¬ 
men,  and,  before  they  proceeded  to  the  election  ox  rna- 


tucket,  in  the  year  1763,  ftrengthens  the  probability  of  their  account 
of  the  diftemper  itfelf  and  of  the  amazing  effects  of  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  Odober  there  were  belonging  to  the  ifland  of 
Nantucket  about  320  Indians,  of  every  age  and  fex,  in  90  families. 

A  fever  then  began  among  them,  and,  before  the  end  of  January, 
between  260  and  270  perions  had  been  feized  with  it,  of  which  num¬ 
ber  6  men  and  9  women  only  recovered,  and  but  1  5  families  and  about 
85  fouls  remained,  15  of  which  had  wintered  in  the  (traits  of  Belleille 
and  efcaped  the  diilemper.  A  phyfician  of  note  fuppofed  this  morta¬ 
lity  to  be  occafioned  by  a  dearrh  among  the  Indians  the  two  preceding 
years,  fo  that  they  had  but  little  corn  or  any  other  farinaceous  food, 
and  this  year  had  been  fome  months  without,  which  cauled  them  to 
fall  upon  their  pompions,  fquofhes,  &c.  before  they  were  ripe;  and 
this  food  bi ought  their  blood  into  a  putrid  and  broken  date.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  Englifh  inhabitants  were  free  from  the  diftemper, 
and  not  one  perfon  died  of  it.  The  infedlion  was  fuppofed,  by  fome, 
to  be  taken  from  an  Irifh  brigantine  ;  but  Mr.  Timothy  Folger,  a  fen- 
fible  gentleman  of  the  ifland,  from  whom  I  received  the  foregoing  ac¬ 
count,  allured  me  there  was  no  room  to  fuppofe  fo,  or  that  it  came 
from  abroad.  ^ 

Our  anceilors  fuppofed  an  immediate  interpofition  of  providence  in 
the  great  mortality  among  the  Indians,  to  make  room  for  the  fettle—  ^ 
ment  of  the  Englifh.  I  am  not  inclined  to  credulity,  but  fhould  not 
we  go  into  the  contrary  extreme, if  we  were  to  take  no  nonce  of  the 
extinction  of  this  people  in  all  parts  of  the  continent  ?  'n  fome,  the 
Englifh  have  made  ufe  of  means  the  molt  likely  to  have  prevented  it, 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Notwithstanding  their  frequent  ruptures  with 
the  Englifh,  very  few  comparatively  have  perifhed  by  wars.  B  in  v 
wafte,  they  moulder  a  way,  and,  as  Cha  r  levoix  fays  of  the  Indians  of 
Canada,  "they  difappearV 

C  4  giftrates. 
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634  pft[a’es’  the  people  afferted  their  right  to  a  greater  fhare 
-n  the  government  than  had  hitherto  been  allowed  them' 
and  relolved  “  That  none  but  the  general  court  had 
power  to  make  and  dbblifl,  laws,  or  to  deft  and  appoint 
r„“ls’ as  governor,  deputy  governor,  affiitants,  trtafurer, 
?cretaiy,  captains,  lieutenants,  enfigns,  or  any  of  like  mo- 
^ent,  or  to  remove  fuch  upon  mifdemeanour,  or  to  fetout 

dunes  *nd  P°w,ers  of  thefe  officers - That  none  but 

and  rfrff  r' C°f f  j?ath.Power  t0  raife  monies  and  taxes. 

After  HfPr0,e°r  andS’ VIZl  t08ive  and  confirm  proprieties.”- 
cr  theie  lefolutions,  they  proceeded  to  the  election  of 

TltT'  Then  'hey  further  determined,  “  That  there 
T  l0ur  Benf  al  courts  held  yearly,  to  be  fummoned 
y  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  and  not  to  be  diffolved 
without  the  confent  of  the  major  part  of  the  court _ 

to  ch'f^3  be  ,awfu!  frr  the  i'rcemen  of  each  plantation 
to  chufe  two  or  three  before  every  genera!  court,  to  con- 

fcr  of  and  prepare  fuch  bufinefs  as  by  them  ffialJ  be 

thought  fat  to  confider  of  at  the  next  court ;  and  that  fuch 

perions,  as  fiiali  be  hereafter  fo  deputed  by  the  freemen  of 

t  elevera.  plantations  to  deal  in  their  behalf  in  the  affairs 

of  the  commonwealth,  final!  have  the  full  power  and  voices 

fn d  rCM -na-d  frecTen  dcrived  t0  them  for  che  making 
and  eftab  nhing  of  laws,  granting  of  lands,  &c.  and  to 

deal  m  ail  other  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  wherein 

the  freemen  have  to  do,  the  matter  of  election  of  maffif- 

trates  and  other  officers  only  excepted,  wherein  every 

freeman  is  to  give  his  own  voice.”— And,  to  Ihow  their 

relent  men  r,  they  impofed  a  fine  upon  the  court  of  affiftants 

for  going  edntrary  to  an  order  of  the  genera]  court.* 

i  he  freemen  were  fo  increafed,  that  it  was  impra&i- 

•caole  to  debate  and  determine  matters  in  a  body,  it  was 

beficles  unfafe,  on  account  of  the  Indians,  and  prejudicial 

to  their  private  affairs,  to  be  fo  long  abfent  from  their 

families  and  bufinefs ;  fo  that  this  representative  body 

Hc.s  a  tiling  of  neceffity,  but  no  provifion  had  been  made 
tor  it  in  their  charter. 

b  «  v  'K%  i, 

*  Maffi  Records, 


Thu 


ts 


I 


MASSAC  IT  USETS-BAY.  37 

Thus  they  fettled  the  legiflative  body,  which,  except  1634 
$n  alteration  of  the  number  of  general  courts  which  were 
ioon  reduced  to  two  only  in  a  year,  and  other  not  very 
material  circumftances,  continued  the  fame  as  long  as  the 
charter  lafted.  This  I  fuppofe  was  the  fecond  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  in  any  of  the  colonies.  There  was,  as  has 
been  oblerved,  no  exprefs  provifion  for  it  in  the  charter, 
they  fuppofed  the  natural  rights  of  Engliftimen,  referved 
to  them,  implied  it.  In  Virginia,  a  houfe  of  burgefTes 
met  firft  in  May  1620.  The  government  in  every  co¬ 
lony,  like  that  of  the  colonies  of  old  Rome,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  effigies  parva  of  the  mother  (late. 

There  was  great  difturbance  in  the  colony  this  year, 
occafioned  by  Roger  Williams,  minifter  of  Salem.  He 
had  been  three  or  four  years  at  Plimouth,  and  for  fome 
time  was  well  efteemed,  but  at  length  advanced  divers  lin¬ 
gular  opinions  ,  in  which  he  did  not  meet  with  a  concur¬ 
rence,  whereupon  he  defired  a  difmiffion  to  the  church 
of  Salem,  which  w7as  granted  him.  That  church  had 
invited  him,  upon  his  firft  coming  to  New-England  ;  but 
the  governor  and  council  interpofed  with  their  advice, 
and  prevented  his  fettlement  at  that  time.  He  had  re¬ 
fufed  to  join  in  communion  with  the  church  at  Bofton, 
becaufe  they  would  not  make  a  public  declaration  of  their 
repentance  for  holding  communion  with  the  church  of 
England  whilft  they  lived  there.  He  was  charged  with 
divers  exceptionable  tenets,  as  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  1 
a  godly  man  to  have  communion,  in  family  prayer  or  in  l 
an  oath,  with  fuch  as  they  judge  unregenerate,  and  there-  •. 
fore  he  refufed  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  taught  others  fo  / 
to  do — that  it  is  not  lawful  for  an  unregenerate  man  to  j 
pray — that  the  magiftrate  has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of  i 
the  firft  table;55  another  tenet  is  added,  which  ought  not  j 
to  have  been  ranked  with  the  former,  viz.  tc  that  to  pu-  I 
nifh  a  man  for  any  matters  of  his  confcience  is  perfecu- 
tionf-.55  The  magiftrates  fent  a  fecond  time  to  the  church 
of  Salem  to  defire  them  to  forbear  calling  him  to  office, 
but  they  refufed  to  hearken  to  their  advice,  and  proceeded 
f  Hubbard. 
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6^4  iO  ordain  him,  Mr.  Skelton,  their  former  minifter,  dying 
a  little  before.  Mr.  Williams  caufed  the  church  of  Sa¬ 
lem  to  fend  their  letters  of  admonition  to  the  church  at 
Bofton,  and  to  feveral  other  churches,  accufing  the  ma- 
giftratcs,  which  were  members  of  them,  of  divers  heinous 
offences,  would  admit  no  church  to  be  pure  but  the 
c.iiuicn  or  Salem  ;  but  at  length,  became  the  members  of 
that  church  would  not  feparate  not  only  from  all  the 
[  churches  in  Old  England,  but  from  all  in  New-England 
aifo,  he  fepa rated  from  them  ;  and,  to  make  compleat 
work  of  it,  he  feparated  from  his  own  wife,  and  would 
I  neither  afk  a  bleffing  nor  give  thanks  at  his  meals  if  his 
wife  was  prefent,  becaufe  (he  attended  the  publick  wor- 
fhip  in  the  church  of  Salem  *  But  what  gave  juft  occa- 
fion  to  the  civil  power  to  interpofe,  was  his  influencing 
Mr.  Endicot,  one  of  the  magiftrates  and  a  member  of 
his  church,  to  cut  the  crofs  out  of  the  Ring’s  colours,  as 
being  a  relique  of  antichriftian  fuperftition  f .  A  writer 
of  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times  queftions  whether  his  zeal 
would  have  carried  him  fo  far,  as  to  refufe  to  receive  the 
King’s  coin  becaufe  of  the  crofs  upon  it.  Endeavours 
were  ufed  to  reclaim  him,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  at  length 
lie  was  ban iihed  the  junfdiAion.  He  removed  to  the 
fouthward,  to  look  out  for  a  new  fettlement  among  the 
Indians,  and  fixed  upon  a  place  called  by  them  Mofhaw- 
fick,  but  by  him’  Providence  f .  After  all  that  has  been 
laid  of  the  aftions  or  tenets  of  this  perfon  while  he  was 
in  the  Mafiachufets,  it  ought  for  ever  to  be  remembred 
to  his  honor,  that,  for  forty  years  after,  inftead  of  fhew- 
ing  any  revengeful  refentment  againft  the  colony  from 
which  he  had  been  banifhed,  he  feems  to  have  been  con¬ 
tinually  employed  in  a  As  of  kindnefs  and  benevolence, 
giving  them  notice,  from  time  to  time,  not  only  of  every 

*  Hubbard . 

f  Many  of  the  militia  refuted  to  train  with  the  mangled  defaced 
colours.  This  fcruple  afterwards  prevailed,  and  the  crofs  was  left  out 
of  the  colours,  and  generally  condemned  as  unlawful. 

t  ri  he  inhabitants  have  a  veneration  for  a  fpring  which  runs  from 
the  hill  into  the  river  above  the  great  bridge.  The  fight  of  this  lpring 
caufed  him  to  Hop  his  canoe  and  land  there. 

motion 


motion  of  the  Indians  over  whom  he  had  very  great  1634 
influence,  but  alfo  of  the  urijuft  defigns  of  the  Englifh 
within  the  new  colony,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
the  founder  and  governor,  and  continued  the  patron  *. 

Mr.. 

*  Mr.  Calender,  in  his  century  fermon  at  Rhode  Ifland,  queftions 
Mr.  Williams’s  ever  profefling  himfelf  a  baptill ;  but  Mr.  Hubbard 
fays,  he  was  rebaptized  at  Providence  by  one  Holman,  and  that  Mr. 
Williams  in  return  baptized  him  and  ten  more,  but  afterwards  re¬ 
nounced  this  baptifm,  not  being  able  to  derive  the  authority  of  it  from 
the  apoilles  but  through  the  miniilers  of  the  church  of  England,  whom 
he  judged  to  be  antichriftian.  Pie  refufed  communion  with  all  chrif- 
tians  of  every  profeffion,  and  conceived  that  God  would  raife  up  new 
apoft'es,  and  expe&ed  to  be  one  himfelf,  but  afterwards  changed  from 
thefe  principles,  and  would  preach  and  pray  with  all  that  would  hear 
him  withour  any  diftmdion.  In  the  year  1677,  he  published  a  defence 
of  fome  fundamental  do&rines  of  chriftianity  againll  the  quakers.  Ia 
1643  went  t0  England,  and,  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
obtained  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick  a  charter  of  incorporation  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  plantation  in  Narraghanfet  bay.  He  feems  to  have  been  well 
refpe&ed  in  England,  He  brought  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  MaiTa- 
chufets  bay,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

4  «<*.%  «  .v.  *  G  -  *  p  / 

To  the  right  worfhipful  the  governor  and  affiftants  and  the  reft 
of  our  worthy  friends  in  the  plantation  of  MaiTachufets  bay. 

f 

Our  much  honour’d  friends. 

Taking  notice,  fome  of  us  of  long  time,  of  Mr.  Roger  Williams 
his  good  affections  and  confcience,  and  of  his  fufferings  by  our  com¬ 
mon  enemy  and  oppreffors  of  God’s  people  the  prelates ;  as  alfo  of  his 
great  induftry  and  travels  in  his  primed  Indian  labours  in  your  parts 
(the  like  whereof  we  have  not  feen  extant  from  any  part  of  America) 
and  in  which  refpeCt  it  hath  pleafed  bothhoufesof  parliament  to  grant 
unto  him  and  friends  with  him  a  free  and  abfolute  charter  of  civil  go¬ 
vernment  for  thofe  parts  of  his  abode,  and  withal  forrowfully  refenting, 
that  amongft  good  men  (our  friends)  driven  to  the  ends  of  the  world, 
exercifed  with  the  trials  of  a  wildernefs,  and  who  mutually  givef  good 
teftimony  each  of  the  other  (as  we  obferve  you  do  of  him  and  he  abun¬ 
dantly  of  you)  there  fhould  be  fuch  a  diftance.  We  thought  it  ft,  upon 
d  vers  conGderations,  to  profefs  our  great  defires  of  both  your  m  mo  ft 
endeavours  of  nearer  doling  and  of  ready  exprefling  thofe  good  af¬ 
fections  (which  we  perceive  you  bear  each  to  other)  in  the  aCtual  per- 
fo  rmance  of  all  friendly  offices.  The  rather  because  of  thofe  bad 
neighbours  you  are  likely  to  find  too  too  near  you  in  Virginia,  and  the 
unfriendly  vifus  from  the  Weft  of  England  and  from  Ireland.  That 
Jjowfoever  it  may  pieafe  the  Molt  High  to  fhake  our  foundations,  yet 
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the  history  of 


1634 *5/  *"*'“1  7?  fe"ttnc'lJ  by  ‘h=  court  fo,  his  rail,. 
,:'f  ’  “"'har‘MWei>els,  indifcretion,  and  exceeding  the 

“  5S"dS b  i' K s.  a„»e„ffi,y 

“  foe  the  L^'t,nenti„“omS; 

EaflhdT'f  tl,e  Pro«di"gof  *he  court,  a„“d  an  ft! 
he  ms  dtfmTffec!5  C°m"",m£"t’  b“‘  “P°"  his  fubmilbon 

COndu£l  had  been  fuch’  from  his  firft 
J  tkf  C°mu?Zny  in  En§land  until  his  being 

tieoftra  f/m  nfarffr°m  hlS  P£C  of  governor,  that  unlefs 
,v  llracilm  of  the  ancient  Greeks  had  been  revived  in 
di.s  new  commonwealth,  it  was  reafonable  to  expert  that 

IhoSX  lbh-°Ut  °f  f  danger  of  fo  much  as  the  ieaft 
tn  »jgru  to  his  prejudice,  and  yet  he  had  a  little  tafte  of 

si  c  £  m3uy  °the,r  P°Pu]ar  governments,  their  greateft 
benefadtors  have  taken  a  Jarge  potion.  After  he  was  out 

of  the  chair,  he  was  queftioned  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  difagreeable  to  him,  concerning  his 
receipts  and  difburfemcnts  for  the  publick  during  hil  ad- 
mimftration.  Having  difeharged  himfelf  with  great 
cnor,  he  concludes  Ins  declaration  and  account  in  thefe 


SfJfldDgs  w  pSaCeab!e  and  Pr°fperous  plantations  may  be  feme 

Your  true  and  faithful  friends 
Cor.  Holland  Oliver  St.  John  Northumberland 

John  Blackiftow  Gilbert  Pickering  P.  Wharton 

Jiaac  Pennington  Robert  Harley  Tho.  Barrington 

IVitles  Corbett  John  Garden  William  Maftam 

■  13  etter  produced  a  profefSon  of  readinefs  to  all  offices  of  chriftian 

love  and  mutual  correfpondence  ;  hut,  unlefs  he  could  be  brought  to 
.ay  dcnvn  his  dangerous  principles  of  feparaiion,  they  faw  no  reafon 

h,y  0  c°',teo®  “  llJm’  or  an)’  fo  perfvvaded,  free  liberty  of  increfs 
3n  ogre  s,  led  the  people  fhould  be  drawn  away  with  fuch  erroneous 
opinions.  He  died  in  1682,  forty  eight  years  after  his  banilhment. 

,  He  might  have  torn  his  books  of  accounts,  as  Scipio  Africaous 
d.d,  and  given  the  ungrateful  populace  this  anfwer.  A  colony,  now 

Mv  own  f  ,ng  ate’  harbCe"  ,cd  0,,t  and  fett!ed  >’ad«  "7  direction. 

W  rXXCe  'A  confi,med •  SPend  "o  more  time  in  harangues, 
but  give  thanks  to  Goa.  “ 

‘  ■  In 
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ct  In  all  thefe  things,  which  I  offer,  I  refer  myfelf  to  1634 
<c  the  wifdom  and  jufticeof  the  court,  with  this  protefta- 
tion,  that  it  repenteth  me  not  of  my  coft  or  labour  be- 
flowed  in  the  fervice  of  this  commonwealth,  but  do 
“  heartily  blefs  the  Lord  our  God,  that  he  hath  pieafed 
to  honour  me  fo  far,  as  to  call  for  any  thing  he  hath 
bellowed  upon  me  for  the  fervice  of  his  church  and 
“  people  here,  the  profperity  whereof  and  his  gracious 
u  acceptance  fliall  be  an  abundant  recompence  to  me. 

iC  1  conclude  with  this  one  requeft  (which  in  juftice 
<c  may  not  be  denied  me)  that  as  it  flands  upon  record* 

<c  that  upon  the  difcharge  of  my  office  I  was  called  to  ac- 
6C  count,  fo  this  my  declaration  may  be  recorded  alfo, 
cc  left  hereafter,  when  I  fliall  be  forgotten,  fome  blemifh 
may  lye  upon  my  pofterity,  when  there  (hall  be  not 
thing  to  clear  it, 

Septc  4,  1634*.  John  Winthrqp.5* 

In  the  year  1635  *f~,  there  was  a  great  addition  made  163$ 
to  the  numbers  of  inhabitants  *,  among  others  Mr.  Vane, 
afterwards  Sir  Henry  Vane,  was  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  colony  on  the  3d  of  March;  and  at  the  fame  time 
Mr.  Harlakenden,  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and 
eftate.  T  here  were  many  others,  as  Mr.  Bellingham, 

Mr.  Dummer,  of  the  magiftrares*  Mr.  R.  Mather,  Mr. 
Norton,  Mr.  Shepard,  and  Mr.  Peters,  of  the  miniflers, 
who  came  over  in  this  and  the  1  aft  year,  determined  to 
take  up  their  abode,  and  many  other  perfons  of  figure 

*  Mr.  Winthrop,  about  this  time,  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  congratulating  the  fuccefs  of  the  plantation,  and  offering 
his  affiftance  in  their  proceedings.  Hubbard . 

f  Mr.  Maverick,  the  miniller  of  Dorchelier,  died  the  third  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1635,  aged  about  60.  Hubbard, 

In  the  fpring  of  1634,  they  firil  turned  their  thoughts  to  fortifying 
the  harbour  ot  Eoflon.  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  anti  8  or  lo 
of  the  principal  men,  went  down  to  what  is  now  called  callle  iflind  in 
a  boat,  the  day  being  warm  and  pleafant,  the  winter  as  they  fuppofed 
breaking  up,  but  they  were  furprized  by  a  north-wefter,  and  the  cold 
fo  great  as  to  freeze  ail  up,  fo  as  that  for  a  day  and  a  night  they  could 
not  get  off  the  ifland,  and  were  forced  to  lodge  upon  the  ground  and 
in  heaps  to  prevent  freezing.  Johvfin. 


and 
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1635  and  diftinftion  were  expeAed  to  come  over,  fome  of  which 
are  laid  to  have  been  prevented  by  exprefs  order  of  the 
King,  as  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Hampden,  Sir  Arthur  Hafle- 
Oliver  Cromwell,  etc.  I  know  this  is  queftioned 
1  by  authors,  but  it  appears  plainly  by  a  letter  from 
Lord  Say  and  Seal  to  Mr.  Vane,  and  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cotton  to  the  lame  nobleman,  as  I  take  it,  though  his 
name  is  not  mentioned,  and  an  anfwer  to  certain  demands 
made  by  him,  that  his  Lordfhip  himfelf  and  Lord  Brooke 
and  others  were  not  without  thoughts  of  removing  to 
New-England,  and  that  feveral  other  perfons  of  quality 
were  in  treaty  about  their  removal  alfo,  but  undetermined 
whether  to  join  the  Maftachufets  or  to  fettle  a  new  co¬ 
lony.  By  the  charter,  the  number  of  afliftants  might  be 
eighteen,  but  hitherto  they  had  chofen  a  lefs  number, 
from  6  to  9,  which  left  room,  as  any  gentleman  of  dif- 
tinAion  came  over,  to  admit  him  to  a  fhare  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  without  leaving  out  any  of  the  former  afliftants. 

It  appears,  by  the  demands  juft  mentioned,  that  fome 
of  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners  of  that  day  had, 
what  appears  at  this  day  to  be  very  ftrange,  apprehenfions 
of  the  relation  they  fhould  ftand  in  to  Great  Britain,  after 
their  removal  to  America.  Many  of  the  propofals  were 
fuch,  as  imply  that  they  thought  themfelves  at  full  li- 
I  berty,  without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  to  eftablilh 
j  fuch  fort  of  government  as  they  thought  proper,  and  to 
|  form  a  new  ltate  as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  as  if 
i  they  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  were  making  their 
|  frit  entrance  into  civil  fociety.  The  importance  of  the 
|  colonies  to  the  nation  was  not  fully  underftood  and  con- 
j  fidered.  Perhaps  the  party,  which  then  prevailed  in 
;  England,  would  have  been  content  to  have  been  rid  of 
i  the  heads  of  what  was  deemed  a  faction  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  have  had  no  further  connexion  with  them. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  this  fentiment,  in  perfons  of  fuch  figure 
and  diftinftion,  will  in  a  great  meafure  excufe  the  fame 
,  miftake  which  will  appear  to  have  been  made  by  our  firft 
feeders,  in  many  inftances  in  the  courfe  of  our  hiftory. 
The  anfwer  made  to  the  demands  feems  not  to  have  been 


fatisfa&ory,  for  thefe  Lords  and  gentlemen,  foon  after,  1635 
again  turned  their  thoughts  to  Connefticur,  where  they 
were  expefted  to  arrive  every  year,  until  after  1640* * * §. 

Mr*  Haynes  was  chofen  governor  for  this  year,  and 
Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor ;  Mr.  Dummer  and 
Mr.  Haugh  were  added  to  the  affiftants  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  plantation,  being  fo  much  increafed,  found 
it  difficult  to  pitch  upon  convenient  places  for  fettlements. 

Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Cotton  v\ere  defervedly  in  high 
iefleem  ;  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  were  ftrongly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  one  of  them,  and  fome  to  the  other.  The 
great  influence,  which  Mr.  Cotton  had  in  the  colony, 
inclined  Mr.  Hooker  and  h  s  friends  to  remove  to  fome 
place  more  remote  from  Bofton  than  Newtown.  Befldes, 
they  alledged,  as  a  reafon  for  their  removal,  that  they 
were  ftraitened  for  room,  and  thereupon  viewed  divers 
places  on  the  fea-coaft,  but  were  not  fatisfied  with  them. 

Three  or  four  perfons,  had,  fome  time  before  travelled 
weftward  into  the  country  an  hundred  miles  upon  difeo- 
very,  until  they  flruck  a  great  river,  which  afterwards  they 
found  to  be  Connecticut  or  the  frefh  river,  where  there 
were  many  fpots  of  interval  land,  and  land  in  other  refpeCls 
to  be  defired  for  fettlement.  The  Dutch  at  the  Manha- 
dos  had  fome  knowledge  of  this  place,  and  had  given 
intimations  of  it  to  the  people  of  new  Plimouth  with 
whom  they  had  commerce,  but  Plimouth  government 
kept  their  intelligence  fecret  §.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Win- 
flow  of  New-Plimouth  Sept.  26,  1633,  mentions  their 
having  been  up  the  river.  They  forbad  the  Dutch  male* 

*  See  the  Appendix. 

d  Mr.  Ludlow  aiming  at  the  governor’s  place  the  year  before,  and 
being  difappointed,  had  protelled  againft  the  choice  ;  which  fo  offended 
the  freemen,  that  this  year  they  left  him  out  of  the  magillracy,  He 
removed  foon  after  to  Connecticut. 

t  fn  the  year  1633.  Thefe  were  John  Oldham  before-mentioned, 

Samuel  Hall  and  others.  Hubbard . 

§  The  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies,  in  a  declaration  againlt 
the  Dutch  in  1653,  lay,  that  “Mr.  Window,  one  of  the  cornmiilion- 
u  ers  f°r  Plimouth,  difcovered  the  frefh  river  when  tire  Dutch  had 
*!  neither  trading  houfe  nor  any  pretence  to  a  foot  of  land  there. ” 
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26  3  5  ing  any  ferclements  there,  and  fet  up  a  trading  houfe  them- 
felves  *•  The  governor  of  the  Maffachufets  alfo,  this 
jt. ai  1 63 5)  fent  &  bark  round  the  cape  to  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor,  to  acquaint  him  that  the  King  had  granted  the  river 
and  country  of  Connecticut  to  his  own  fubjedls,  and  de~ 
to -forbear  building  any  where  thereabouts. 
I  his  river  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends  pitched  upon  as 
rnc  moft  likely  place  to  accommodate  them.  The  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  iatt  year  (1634)  they  intended  to  remove, 
ana  applied  to  the  court  for  leave  ~f.  Of  21  members  of 
the  lower  houfe,  15  were  for  their  removal  ;  but  of  the 
magiftrates,  the  governor  and  two  affiftants  only  were  for 
ir,  the  deputy  governor  Mr.  Winthrop  and  the  reft  of 
me  affiftants  againft  it ;  but  ftilJ,  as  the  lower  houfe  was 
ih  much  more  numerous  than  the  upper,  the  major  part 
of  the  whole  court  was  for  it.  This  divifion  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  firft  ftarting  the  queftion  about  the  negative 
voice.  The  deputies  or  representatives  infifted  that  the 
voice  of  a  major  part  of  the  affiftants  was  not  neceffary. 

.  The  affiftants  rtfufed  to  give  up  their  right,  and  the  bu- 
finefs  was  at  a  ftand.  The  whole  court  agreed  to  keep  a 
day  of  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  feek  the  divine  direction 
in  all  the  congregations  in  the  colony,  and  to  meet  again 
the  next  week  after.  At  the  opening  of  the  court,  Mr. 
Cotton  preached  from  Hag.  II.  4.  “  Yet  now  be  ftrongO 
Zerubbabel,  faith  the  Lord,  and  be  ftrong  O  jofhua  the 
fon  of  Jofedech  the  high  pried,  and  be  ftrong  all  ye  people 
of  the  land,  faith  the  Lord,  and  work,  for  1  am  with  you, 
faith  the  Lord  of  hafts. His  lermon  was  as  pertinent  to 
the  occafion  as  his  text,  and  prevailed  upon  the  deputies 
to  give  up  the  point  at  that  time  J.  Here  was  a  crifis, 
when  the  patricians,  if  I  may  fo  ftile  them,  weredn  dan¬ 
ger  of  lofing  great  part  of  their  weight  in  the  govern¬ 
ment.  It  may  feem  a  matter  of  lefs  confequence  than  it 

*  Hubbard . 

f  Ic  was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  that  they  were  all  mu¬ 
tually  bound  to  one  another  by  the  oath  of  a  freeman  as  well  as  the 
original  compaft,  fo  as  net  to  be  at  liberty  to  feparate  without  the  con¬ 
fers  of  jhs  whole. 

J  Hubbard. 
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would  have  been,  if  the  office  of  affiftant  had  by  charter  1635 
been  hereditary  or  even  for  life  •,  bur.  the  affiftants,  aided 
by  the  elders  who  had  great  influence  with  the  people, 
were  in  a  good  meafure  fecure  of  their  places.  It  was 
by  the  fame  aid  that  they  now  carried  the  point  againfl: 
the  plebeians.  There  was  no  occafion  for  prodigies  or 
other  arts  of  the  priefts  of  old  Rome.  A  judicious  dif- 

courfe  from  a  well  chofen  text  was  more  rational,  and  had 

% 

a  more  lading  effed. 

There  were  fome  circumftances  very  difcouraging ; 
particularly  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dutch  on  the  one 
fide,  and  fome  intelligence  received  of  the  defigns  of  the 
Pequod  *  Indians  on  the  other,  and  of  their  having  killed 
Capt.  Stone  and  his  company  as  he  was  going  up  the  river; 
but  they  could  not  be  fatisfied  until  they  had  accomplifhed 
their  intentions  and  obtained  the  leave  of  the  court. 

They  met  with  a  new  company,  which  arrived  this  year, 
who  purchafed  their  edates  and  fettled  at  Newtown  in  their 
ftead,  with  Mr.  Shepard  for  their  minifter.  They  did  not 
take  their  departure  until  June  the  next  year,  and  then 
about  an  hundred  perfons  in  the  fird  company,  fome  of 
them  had  lived  in  fplendour  and  delicacy  in  England,  fet 
outon  foot  to  travel  an  hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
with  their  wives  and  children,  near  a  fortnight’s  journey, 
having  no  pillars  but  Jacob’s,  and  no  canopy  but  the 
heavens,  a  wildernels  to  go  thro’  without  the  lead:  culti¬ 
vation,  in  mod  places  no  path  nor  any  marks  to  guide, 
them,  depending  upon  the  compafs  to  deer  by,  many 
hideous  fwamps  and  very  high  mountains,  befide  five  or 
fix  rivers  or  different  parts  of  the  fame  winding  river  (the 
Chickapi)  not  every  where  fordable,  which  they  could 
not  avoid.  The  greated  part  of  the  lands,  they  were  going 
to,  were  evidently  without  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Mafia- 

*  I  fuppofe  the  chief  country  of  the  Pequods  to  be  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  Stonington,  towards  New-London,  which  Is 
fituated  at  the  mouth  of  what  was  properly  Pequod  liver.  The  chief 
Sachem  waj  called  Tatobam,  a  very  ilout  fellow.  Tatobam  hated 
the  Englifh,  and  was  ever  moving  the  other  Indians  to  join  with  hin^ 
againfl  them.  Win/,  anf.  to  Gorton. 
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1 63 5  chufets*,  neverthelefs  they  took  a  commfttion  from  the 
authority  of  that  colony  to  govern  in  Connecticut.  There 
are  other  inftances,  which  (hew  that  they  fuppofed  they 
retained  home  authori  y  over  their  inhabitants,  even 
when  out  of  the  limits  of  the  colony 

The  Flimouth  people,  notwithftanding  the  French 
piracy  in  1632,  kept  pofTeffion  of  their  houfe  at  Fenob- 
icot,  and  carried  on  trade  with  the  Indians  *,  but  in  2635, 
Roffillon,  commander  of  a  French  fort  at  La  Have  upon 
the  Nova  Scotia  fhore,  fent  a  French  man  of  war  to  Fe- 
noblcot,  which  took  pofleffion  of  the  trading  houfe  and 
all  the  goods.  The  French  gave  their  bills  for  the  goods, 
and  lent  away  all  the  men.  The  commander  wrote  to  the 
governor  of  Flimouth,  that  he  had  orders  to  difplace  all 
the  Englifh  as  far  as  Pemaquid,  but  to  thole  weft- 
ward  he  would  (hew  all  courtefy.  ThePiimouth  govern¬ 
ment,  who  fuppofed  they  had  good  right  to  the  place,  were 
not  willing  to  put  up  the  injury  quietly,  and  hired  a  large 
ih ip  of  fome  force,  the  Hope  of  Ipfwich  in  England, 
Girling,  commander,  to  difplace  the  French.  Gir¬ 
ling  was  to  have  two  hundred  pounds  if  he  effected  it. 
A  barque  with  20  men  was  fent  with  him  as  a  tender. 
But  the  French,  having  notice  of  the  defign,  fortified  the 
place,  and  Girling  having  near  fpent  his  ammunition,  fent 

f  1  hey  were  reduced  to  great  extremity,  the  full  winter ;  their  pro- 
vifions  being  detained  at  the  river's  mouth,  by  the  leverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  the  ilream  being  frozen  all  the  way.  Some  fcattered  down  to¬ 
wards  the  mouth  of  the  river,  others  ventured  thro’  the  woods  back  to 
the  Bay,  one  or  two  of  whom  perifhed.  A  few  only  remained  to  look 
after  the  cattle,  many  of  which  were  loft.  Hubbard. 

Several  authors,  and  Douglafs  among  the  red,  fuppofe  this  fettle- 
irient  to  have  been  began  by  the  more  rigid  brethren  who  feparated 
from  the  red.  1  quedion  whether  they  had  any  grounds  for  their  fup- 
pofition.  The  peculiar  tenets  of  Mr.  Vane  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  did 
not  prevail  until  1636.  Mr.  Hooker  oppofed  them.  “  A  copy  of 
Mr.  Vane’s  expredions  at  Roxbury,  I  deilre  to  fee  and  receive  by  the 
next  meflenger.— 1  have  heard  my  brother  Eliot  is  come  about  to  this 
opinion ;  I  have  writ  to  him  about  it.  I  would  fain  come  to  a  bandy, 
wnere  1  might  be  a  little  rude  in  the  bufinefs,  for  1  do  ns  verily  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  falfe,  as  I  do  believe  any  article  of  my  faith  to  be  true. 
Hooker  to  Shepard, 


2 


the 


MASSACHUSE  T  S-B  a  Y.  47 

.  *  «  ■  w  *  *  r  i  y 

the  barque  to  the  Maffachufets  for- aid.  Two  perfons  1635 
came  from  Plimouth  alfo  to  treat  about  ir,  and  the  court 
agreed  to  aflift  their  neighbours  by  a  lubfcription  among 
themfelves;  but  provifion  was  fofcarce,  that  there  could 
not  fufficient  be  had,  fuddeniy,  to  fit  out  an  expedition 
of  an  hundred  men  oniy  ;  fo  the  matter  was  deferred  to 
a  further  time,  and  Girling  returned,  leaving  the  French 
in  pofieffion,  which  they  continued  until  1654. 

The  fituation  the  colony  was  in  at  this  time  mud  have 
given  them  a  threatning  profpeft  ;  the  French  on  their 
borders  on  one  fide,  the  Dutch  on  the  other,  the  Indians 
in  the  midft  reftrained  only  by  want  of  union  among 
themfelves  from  breaking  up  all  fetch ments,  they  being 
utterly  defencelefs. 

TnisyearMr.  Winthrop,  jun.  returned  from  England, 
whither  he  had  gone  the  year  before,  and  brought  a  com- 
million*,  from  the  Lord  Say  and  Sea),  and  Lord  Brook 
and  others,  to  be  their  governor  of  their  plantation  at 
Connecticut.  A  fort  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
known  by  the  name  of  Saybrook  fort.  Fie  brought  alio 
a  number  of  men  with  arms  ammunition  and  {tores,  and 
two  thoufand  pounds  in  money  to  bring  forward  a  fettle- 
ment.  This  commiffion  interfered  with  the  intended  fet- 
tlements  by  the  Maflachufets ;  notwithftanding  that,  as 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Watertown  had  poffefied 
themfelves  of  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  at  Weathersfield 
below  Hartford  where  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  company 
fettled,  the  agents  tor  the  Lords,  being  well  difpofed  to 
promote  the  general  good,  permitted  thefe  fettlers  quietly 
to  enjoy  their  pofleffions.  The  fortrefs  below  {truck 
terror  into  the  Indians,  and  quieted  the  minds  of  the 
Englifh.  Plimouth  was  difiatisfied  with  being  thus  fup- 
planted  by  the  Maffachufets  (the  Dorchefter  men  as  I 
fuppofe  having  pitched  upon  the  fpot  where  Plimouth  had 

*  How  can  we  account  for  it  that  they  fhou'd  imagine  they  had  a 
right  to  fettle  colonies  and  eftablifh  what  form  of  government  thev 
pleafed  ?  Ten  years  after,  it  might  well  enough  be  fuppofed,  but  this 
was  ftveral  years  befoje  the  ccwifufions  in  England  began. 
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1635  built  a  trading  hoiife,  and,  as  they  aliedged,  had  pur- 
chaiedthe  lands  of  the  Indians)  and  demanded  an  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  or  part  of  the  land.  There  was  great  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  warm  contention  between  the  two  colonies,  but 
at  length  the  Dorchefter  men  made  fuch  offers  of  Vatis- 
faction  that  Plimouth  accepted  them.  The  Dutch  alfo 
lent  home  to  Holland  lor  inftrudlions,  intending  to 
maintain  their  claim  to  the  river  or  the  place  where  they 
had  pofieffion;  but  upon  a  treaty  afierwar  is  with  the 
commifFiOners  of  the  united  colonies,  they  Quitted  all 
claim  to  all  parts  of  the  ri.tr,  religning  ,?  1  ,hc 

EngliChf. 

Si  r  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  L apt.  Mafon,  having  been 
at  mo  e  expence  and  taken  more  pains  than  any  other 
members  of  the  grand  council  of  Plimouth,  and  per¬ 
ceiving  no  profpedl  or  any  equivalent  return,  and  fear- 
in^  f: om  the  g;eat  clamour  in  the  nation  againft  mo¬ 
nopolies  that  they  fhould  e’er  Jong  be  forced  to  refign  up 
tneir  grand  charter,  they  entered  this  year  upon  a  new 
project,  viz.  to  procure  a  general  governor  for  the  whole 
country  of  New- England  to  be  forthwith  fent  over,  and 
becaufe  the  MafTachufets  charter  flood  in  their  way  they 
endeavoured  a  revocation  of  it,  that  fo  the  whole  from  St. 
Croix  to  Maryland  might  be  broughtunder  the  fame  form 
of  government.  The  fettlementof  the  Dutch  at  Manha- 
dos,  which  lay  within  thofe  limits,  both  then  and  at  all 
other  times  was  confidered  by  the  Eng’ifh  court  as  an 
intrufion,  as  indeed  it  was*.  In  June,  letters  were  re¬ 
ceived 

Hubbard. 

*  1 6°Q  Henry  Hud  Ton  an  Englifhman,  from  feme  mifunder- 

flanding  between  the  Eaft-India  company  and  him,  engaged  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  On  his  return  from  the  ftraights  and  b~y  which  bear 
his  name,  he  made  the  firfl  difeovery  of  Hudfon’s  river  and  went  up 
as  far  as  Aurania  (Albany)  or  near  to  it.  The  Dutch,  a  few  years  after, 
built  a  fmall  houfeor  fort  there  for  the  fake  of  trade,  pretending  no 
title  to  the  country.  It  has  been  obferVed,  that  the  Eoglifh  who  came 
to  New  Plimouth  intended  in  1620  to  have  fettled  there.  Negletfed 
by  the  Englifh  court,  the  Dutch  began  a  fertlement  foon  after.  It  has 
been  femetimes  urged,  that  the  line  of  the  MafTachufets  charter 
which  extends  to  the  South  Sea  or  until  it  meets  the  iettlements  of 
Tome  other  chriflian  prince  or  Hate,  was  fo  expreffed,  from  a  particu¬ 
lar 
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ceived  from  Lord  Say,  ad vifing  that  petitions  had  been  1635 
prefered  to  the  King  and  to  the  Lords  of  the  council,  by 
the  Duke  of  Lenox,  Marquis  of  Hamilton  and  divers 
other  noblemen,  together  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and 
Capt.  Mafon,  but  conceived  to  be  the  project  of  Sir  F. 
Gorges  only.  I  hat,  to  the  Lords,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

44  May  it  pleife  your  Lordfhips, 

Whereas  it  pleafed  your  1  or.  fliips  to  give  orders 
44  to  S  r  Frrdinan  o  Gorges  to  confer  with  fuch  as  were 
“  chiefly  intereft  d  in  the  plantation  of  New-England,  to 
46  ref  lvc  whe  h  r  they  would rtfign wholly  to  hisMajefly 
46  the  patent  of  New- England,  and  to  leave  to  hisMajefly 
44  and  his  council  the  lole  management  of  the  public 
44  affairs,  with  refer  vation  of  every  man’s  right  formerly 
44  grant  d  ;  or  whether  they  would  (land  to  the  faid  pa- 
44  tent,  and  profe^ute  the  bufinefs  among  themfelves,  and 
44  have  th  faid  patent  renewed,  with  the  reformation  or 
44  addition  of  fuch  things  as  fhould  be  found  expedient. 

46  We  w'hofe  names  are  here  underwritten,  being  intereft- 
44  ed  in  that  bufi  efs,  do  humbly  fubmicto  his  Majefiy’s 
44  pleafure  to  do  therewith  as  he  pltafeth.  But  withal 
44  we  humbly  defire,  that,  upon  our  refignatian  of  our 
44  faid  patent,  his  Majefly  being  to  difpofe  of  the  whole 
44  country  feverally  and  immediately  from  himfelf,  thole 
44  divifions  upon  the  fea-coaft,  that  are  hereunder  defigned, 

44  may  be  inflandy confirmed  andbeftowed  by  newgrants 
44  from  his  Map  fty  unto  us,  to  be  hoiden  of  his  Majefly, 

44  paying  the  filth  part,  &c.  and  With  the  privilege 

lar  regard  to  this  Dutch  {Settlement,  and  that  a  line  to  extend  to  the 
Spimth  fettlements  was  too  extravagant  to  have  been  intended  ;  but 
the  Dutch  were  nev  r  allowed  by  the  Englilh  to  have  any  title  to  the 
country,  and  at  the  time  of  granting  the  chart  r>  there  were  o»  ly  a 
few  ftragglers  there.  Cromwell  and  the  parliament,  before  him  con- 
fidered  them  as  intruders,  and  blamed  the  Englifh  colonies  that  they 
had  not  extirpated  them.  The  geography  of  this  part  of  America  was 
lefs  underllood  than  it  is  at  prefent.  A  line  to  the  Sprmfh  fettlements 
was  imagined  to  be  much  fhorter  than  it  really  was.  Some  of  Cham¬ 
plain’s  people,  in  the  beginning  of  the  1  all  century,  who  had  been 
but  a  few  d ^ ys  on  a  march  from  Quebeck,  returned  with  great  joy, 
fuppofmg  that  from  the  top  of  a  high  mountain  they  had  difeovered 
the  South-Sea. 


3 


cf 


5°  *  the  history  OF 

i  D35  ^  of  die  laid  patent  and  fuch  farther  royalties  as  the  Lord 
^  of  Baltimore  hath  in  his  patent  for  the  country  of  Ma- 
ryland  ;  laving  only,  that  we  fhould  fuhmit  ourfelves 
to  the  general  governor  now  prefently  to  be  eftablifhed 
‘‘  by  bis  Majefty  for  the  whole  country,  and  after  his 
deceafe  or  other  determination  of  his  office,  that  then, 
from  the  Lords  of  his  province,  there  may  be  an 
cledlhm  of  three  by  lot,  which  laid  three  perfons  fo 
‘‘  e^^ed  (hall  be  prefentedto  the  King,  that  out  of 
numoer,  one  may  be  chofen  by  his  .Majefty  to 
‘‘  fucceed  in  the  place  of  the  general  governor,  who 
fhall,  in  perfon,  or  by  his  fufficient  deputy,  refide  in 
<c  the  country  during  the  fpace  of  three  years  only, 
and  fo  from  three  years  to  three  years  another  gover¬ 
nor  to  be  chofen  fucceffively,  and  the  old  governor  to 
“  be  left  out  of  the  lot  of  choice.” 

The  propofed  divsfions  of  the  twelve  provinces  were 
as  follows  :  I  he  fir  ft,  was  from  St.  Croix  to  Pemaquid  ; 
the  fecond,  from  Pemaquid  to  Sagadehoc  ;  the  third, 
contained  the  land  between  the  rivers  Amarafcoggin  and 
Kenebeck  ;  the  fourth,  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Sagade- 
b°ck  to  Pifcataqua  ;  the  fifth,  from  Pilcataqua  to 
Naumkeak  ;  the  fixth,  from  Naumkeak,  round  the  fea- 
coaft  by  Cape  Cod,  to  Naraganfet;  the  feventh,  from 
Naraganfet  to  the  half-way  bound  betwixt  that  and  Con¬ 
necticut  river,  and  fo  fifty  miles  up  into  the  country; 
the  eighth,  from  the  half-way  bound  to  Connecticut  ri¬ 
ver,  and  fo  fifty  miles  into  the  country  ;  the  ninth,  from 
Connecticut  river  along  the  fea-coaft  to  Hudfon’s  river, 
and  fo  up  thirty  miles;  the  tenth,  from  the  thirty  miles 
end  to  crois  up  forty  miles  eaftward  ;  the  eleventh,  from 
the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon’s  river  thirty  miles  up  the  coun¬ 
try  towards  the  40th  degree,  where  New  England  be- 
ginnerh  ;  the  twelfth,  from  the  end  of  the  20  miles  up 
the  faid  river,  northward  thirty  miles  further,  and  from 
thence  to  croft  into  the  land  forty  miles.  And  out  of 
every  one  of  thefe  provinces  was  5000  acres  to  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  certain  perfons  there  named,  in  lieu  of  feme  former 
grants  made  to  each  of  them  in  thole  divifions  which  they 

were 
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were  now  to  furrender,  and  to  hold  to  each  man  his  5000,1 
acres  in  fee  of  the  Lord  of  the  province.  And  the  Lord  , 
of  every  one  of  thofe  twelve  provinceswas  to  fend  the  lame 
year  ten  men,  with  the  general  governor,  wed  provided. 
To  all  which  was  added, 

«  tx  is  humbly  defired  that  your  Lordlhips  would  be 

plea  fed  to  order  thefe  things  following  : 

1.  That  the  patent  for  the  plantation  of  the  Malia- 
chufets-Bay  may  be  revoked,  and  that  all  thofe  who  have 
any  other  grants  within  any  of  thefe  provinces,  whether 
they  have  planted  or  not  upon  any  part  of  the  lame,  yet 
they  fnall  enjoy  their  lands,  laying  down  their  jura  rega  1a, 
if  they  had  any,  and  paying  fome  reafonable  acknowledg¬ 
ment'  as  freeholders  to  the  Lord  of  the  provmce  of  whom 
they  are  now  to  take  new  grants  of  their  faid  lands;  and 
in  cafe  any  of  their  lands  fhall  be  found,  having  exorbitant 
bounds,  to  have  been  unlawfully  obtained,  they  lba  e 
reduced  to  a  lefier  proportion,  as  may  be  fit  for  the  grantor 
who  is  undertaker,  under  the  dired  on  of  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges.  And  if  the  grantee  (ball  be  any  ways  refradory, 
and  refufe  to  furrender  and  hold  anew  of  the  faid  Lord 
of  the  province,  that  then  your  Lordlhips  will  take  order 
by  fuch  courfe,  as  law  will  permit,  to  make  void  the  lame. 

2.  That  every  river,  which  parts  two  provinces,  lhall 
equally  belong  half  way  over  to  the  provinces  they  lie 

contiguous  unto.  .  .  , 

3.  That  the  ifiands  upon  the  fea-coaft,  or  within  the 

river  of  a  ry  province  being  not  here  named,  fhail  belong 

to  the  province  they  lie  nearefl  unto. 

4.  That  there  is  offered  to  your  Lordlhips  confic.e- 
ration  the  building  of  a  city  for  the  feat  of  the  governoi  ; 
unto  which  city  forty  thoufand  acres  of  land  may  be  a  - 
lotted  befides  thedivifions  above  mentioned.  And  that 
every  one,  who  is  to  have  any  of  thefe  provinces,  lba 
be  at  the  charge  of  fending  over  with  the  governor  tf  n 
men,  towards  the  buildingjof  the  faid  city,  wherein  eveiy 
fuch  adventurer  fhail  not  only  have  his  fhaie  of  the  ttace 
and  buildings,  but  alio  (hall  have  all  other  fruit  of  the 

ten  men’s  labour  fent  as  aforefaid. 
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635  _  Moreover,  there  is  humbly  dedicated,  to  the  founda¬ 
tion  01  a  church  in  the  faid  city  and  maintenance  of  cler¬ 
gymen  to  ferve  in  the  faid  church,  10,000  acres  of  land 
near  adjoining  to  the  faid  city.55 

The  petition  to  the  King  was  of  this  form  : 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

It  is  humbly  delired  by  the  Duke  of  Lenox, &c.  an¬ 
cient  patentees  and  adventurers  in  the  plantation  of 
Nevv-England,  that  forafmuch  as  they  are  now  pre- 
iently  to  join  in  the  furrender  to  your  Majefty  of  the 
‘‘  g>and  patent  of  their  corporation,  that  your  royal  Ma- 
‘‘  jefty  will  be  gracioufly  inclined  to  give  order  to  your 
attorney  general,  to  draw  fevera!  patents  of  fuch  par- 
“  cels  of  land  as  by  their  mutual  conient  have  been  alloC- 
“  ted  to  them,  and  to  have  the  fame  patents  prepared  fit 
for  your  royal  fignature,  with  fuch  titles,  privileges  and 
“  immunities  as  have  been  heretofore  granted,  either  to 
“  them  or  to  any  other  by  your  Majefty  or  by  your 
late  royal  father  King  James  of  bleffed  memory, 
with  refervations  of  appeal  to  the  governor  or  lieutenant 
“  of  the  territories,  in  cales  readable ;  that,  they  know- 
,ng  their  own  intereft,  may  be  the  better  able  to  plant 
“  anci  govern  them  to  your  Majefty’s  honour,  their  parti- 
“  cular  profit,  and  their  people’s  civil  government  and 
faithful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  your  facred  Majefty 
April  6,  1635. 

A  cop  y  of  fome  grant  or  agreement  concerning  one  of 
the  provinces  toCapt.  Mafon  was  fent  over,  figned  Lenox, 
Hamilton,  Arundel  and  Surry,  Carlifle,  Stirling,  Edward 
Gorges,  herd.  Gorges.  Attelled  by  Thomas  Maydwel], 
Not.  Pub.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Marquisof  Hamilton 
and  the  Earlof  Stirling  both,  obtained  the  like  inftruments, 
and  it  is  poffible  all  the  others  might  alfo.  It  is  not  mate¬ 
rial,  at  this  day,  whether  they  did  or  not.  It  is  certain, 
that  above  an  hundred  years  are  paft,  and  no  pofteftion 
taken,  or  improvements  made  by  them  or  their  affigns  in 
ponfequence  thereof;  and  all  the  territory  is  either  included 
in  other  grants,  fome  made  before  this  furrender,  by  the 

*  Gorges — Hubbard. 


council 
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council  itfelf,  and  fome  made  fince  by  the  crown,  or  has  1635 
been  purchafed  of  the  natives,  which,  if  done  bond  fide^ 
fo  far  as  refpe&s  the  property,  has  been  thought  by  fome 
to  be  the  bed  title  *. 

In  the  year  1636,  Mr.  Vane  was  chofen  governor,  1636 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor,  and  Mr.  Harlakenden, 
who  came  in  the  fame  fhip  with  Mr.  Vane,  was  added  to 
the  affiftants.  The  people  of  the  colony  very  early  difco- 
vered  that  they  were  not  without  difpofition  to  novelty 
and  change.  It  was  not  merely  out  of  policy  to  encou¬ 
rage  others,  that  they  took  early  notice  of  fuch  as  came 
over  from  year  to  year.  Befides  this  motive,  they  were 
eafily  captivated  with  the  appearance  only  of  wifdom  and 
piety,  profeflions  of  a  regard  to  liberty  and  of  a  ftrong 
attachment  to  the  public  intereft.  Mr.  Haynes,  who 
feemed  to  ftand  mod  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  had 
left  the  colony  and  was  fettled  at  Conne&icut,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop  would  have  had  a  good  profpedl  of  recovering 
his  former  fhare  of  the  people’s  favour,  if  Mr.  Vane’s 
grave  folemn  deportment,  although  he  was  not  then 
above  24  or  25  years  of  age,  had  not  engaged  almod  the 
whole  colony  in  his  favour.  There  was  a  great  friend- 
fhip  between  Mr.  Cotton  and  him,  which  l'eems  to  have 
continued  to  the  laftf.  He  had  great  refpedt  fhewn  him 
at  fird.  He  took  more  date  upon  him  than  any  gover¬ 
nor  had  ever  done  before.  When  he  went,  either  to  court 
or  to  church,  four  ferjeants  walked  before  him  with  their 
halberds.  His  adminidration  for  feveral  months  met 
with  great  applaufe.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 


*  Mention  is  made  by  Hubbard  of  a  ftorm  Aug.  1^,  1635,  which 
by  his  defcripticn  was  more  violent  than  any  that  has  ever  happened 
fince.  Many  houfes  were  blown  down,  and  many  more  uncovered, 
the  Indian  corn  every  where  beat  down  to  the  ground  fo  as  not  to  rife 
again  :  The  tide  rofe  twenty  feet  perpendicular.  Ac  Naraganfet,  the 
Indians  were  obliged  to  betake  themfeives  to  the  trees,  and  yet  many 
of  them  were  drowned,  the  tide  of  flood  returning  before  the  ufual 
time  for  it. 

f  A  fmall  houfe  which  he  lived  in,  at  the  fide  of  the  hill  above 
Queen-ftreet,  he  gave  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  made  an  addition  to  it  af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Vane  went  away,  and  lived  and  died  there. 

people 
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1636  people  grew  difcontented.  He  perceived  it,  and  grew 
weary  of  the  government.  Receiving  letters  from  Lon¬ 
don  in  December,  urging  his  return  home,  he  firft  com¬ 
municated  them  to  the  council,  and  then  called  the  ge¬ 
neral  court  together  to  afk  their  confent  to  hF  quitting  the 
adminiftration.  He  declared  to  them  the  neceffity  of  his 
departure,  and  fuch  of  the  council,  as  had  feen  the  let¬ 
ters,  affirmed  that  the  reafons  were  very  urgent,  but  not 
fit  to  be  imparted  to  the  whole  court.  The  court  took 
time  until  the  morning  to  confider,  when  one  of  the  af- 
fiftants  lamenting  tne  iofs  of  luch  a  governor  :n  a  time  of 
luch  danger,  both  from  French  and  Indian  ,  the  gover¬ 
nor  burft  into  tears  and  profefifed  that  howfoever  the  caufes 
propounded  for  his  departure  did  concern  the  utter  ruin 
of  his  outward  eftate,  yet  he  would  rather  have  hazarded 
all  than  gone  from  them  at  fuch  a  time,  if  fomething  elfe 
had  not  preffcd  him  more,  viz.  the  inevitable  danger  of 
God’s  judgments,  which  he  feared  were  coming  upon 
them  for  the  differences  and  diffentions  which  he  fiw 
amongft  them,  and  the  fcandalous  imputation  brought 
upon  himfelf,  as  if  he  fhouid  be  the  caufe  of  all,  and 
therefore  he  thought  it  was  beft  for  him  to  give  place  for 
a  time.  The  court  did  not  think  fit  to  confent  to  his 
going  for  fuch  reafons.  He  found  he  had  gone  too  far, 
and  recalled  himfelf,  profeffing  that  the  reafons  which 
concerned  his  own  eftate  were  fufticient  to  fatisfy  him, 
and  therefore  defired  he  might  have  leave  ;  the  other 
pafiage  flipped  from  him  out  of  paffion,  not  judgment. 
Whereupon  the  court  agreed  that  it  was  necefiary  to  give 
way  to  his  departure,  and  ordered  another  meeting  of 
the  general  court  to  make  choice  of  a  gover  or  and  de¬ 
puty  governor  *,  and  as  it  was  in  the  midft  of  winter  ( 15 
December)  the  freemen  had  liberty  to  lend  their  votes  in 
writing,  if  they  did  not  come  in  perfon.  Some  of  the 
church  of  Bofton,  loth  to  part  with  the  governor,  met 
together  and  agreed  that  it  was  not  necefiary,  for  the 
reafons  ailedged,  that  the  governor  fhouid  depart,  and 
lent  fome  of  their  number  to  fignify  as  much  to  the  court. 

*  In  cafe  the  deputy  fhouid  be  choie  governor  as  was  expelled. 

The 
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The  governor  pretended  to  be  overpowered,  andexpreffed  1636 
himfelf  to  be  luch  an  obedient  fon  of  the  church,  that 
notwithftanding  the  licence  of  the  court,  yet  without  the 
confent  of  the  church  he  durfl  not  go  away.  A  great  part 
of  the  people,  who  were  informed  of  this  tranfadlion, 
declared  their  purpofe  (till  to  continue  him  ;  and  it  was 
thought  advifeable,  when  the  day  appointed  for  eledtion 
came,  to  adjourn  the  court  to  May,  the  time  of  the  annual 
choice  *  Mr.  Vane  has  been  charged  with  as  dark  dif- 
fimulation,  a  few  years  after,  in  affairs  of  vaftly  greater 
importance;  particularly,  in  the  manner  of  giving  his 
teftimony  in  the  cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

There  came  over  with  Mr.  Cotton,  or  about  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  his  family,  who  had  lived  at 
Alford  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rofton.  Mr.  Hutchin¬ 
fon  had  a  good  effate  and  was  of  good  reputation.  His 
wife,  as  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  “  was  well  beloved,  and  all  the 
faithful  embraced  her  conference  and  hlefied  God  for  her 
fruitful  difcourfes  f After  fhe  came  to  New  England, 
fhe  was  treated  with  refpedl,  and  much  notice  was  taken  of 
her  by  Mr.  Cotton  and  other  principal  perfons,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  Mr.  Vane  the  governor.  Her  huffoand  ierved 
in  the  general  court,  fcveral  elections,  as  a  reprefentative 
tor  Boflon,  until  he  was  excufed  at  the  defire  of  the 
church  J,  So  much  refpedl  feems  to  have  increafed  her 
•natural  vanity.  Countenanced  and  encouraged  by  Mr. 

Vane  and  Mr.  Cotton,  fhe  advanced  dodlrines  and  opi¬ 
nions  which  involved  the  colony  in  difputes  and  conten¬ 
tions  ;  and  being  improved,  to  civil  as  well  as  religious 
ipurpofes,  had  like  to  have  produced  ruin  both  to  church 
and  flare.  The  vigilance  of  fome,  of  whom  Mr.  Win- 
ihrop  was  the  chief,  prevented,  and  turned  the  ruin  from 
the  country  upon  herlelf  and  many  of  her  family  and 
particular  friends.  Mr.  Wheelwright,  a  zealous  miniftcr, 
of  character  for  learning  and  piety,  was  her  brother-in- 

*  Mad.  records  —-Hubhard. 

■f  Anfwer  to  Bailey. 

X  Mr.  William  Hutchinfon  was  difcbarged  from  adding  at  the  par- 
icuiar  courts  at  the  requdt  of  the  church.  Maf.  Rec.  Dec,  1636. 
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1636  law  and  fir, r, I,  artached  ,0  her,  and  finally  fufF„td  wlih 

Lord’s  dav CSfl 1  t,,r  fioblic  worfliip  on  the 

J-aOid  s  dd),  die  dated  iedture  every  Thurfdav  in  Bodon 

an  ot  er  occafio'nal  lectures  in  other  towns,  there  were 

requent  private  meetings  of  the  brethren  of  the  churches 

for  eligmus  exercifes.  Mrs.  Hutcbinfon  thought  fit  to 

pa  meeting  of  the  liners  alfo,  where  the  repeated  the 

iermons  preached  the  Lord’s  day’ before,  adding  her  r Z 

ZTl?  CXl?0Lt,0nS-  Her  ,e<W  made  noife, 

c  n  \  y  or  e,o  'ty  principal  women  attended  them.  Ac 
fird,  tney  w^e  generally  approved  of.  After  feme  time, 
it  appeared  die  had  d.ftinguilhed  the  miniders  and  mem- 
bu.of  churches  through  the  country,  a  ffnall  part  of 
them  under  a  covenant  of  grace,  the  red  under  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  wo.  ks.  1  he  whole  colony  was  foon  divided  into 
two  pa  ties ;  and  however  aidant  one  party  was  from  the 
othei  in  primiple,  they  were  dill  more  (o  in  affedion. 

,!  ,r  -rF H'a , errors’  WIt!l  vvh‘ch  fne  waschirged,  were 

£l5  e’  1  •lat  !^e  Tioly  Ghod  dwells  perfcnally  in  a  juf- 
tihed  peiion  ;  and  that  nothing  of  fandification  can  help 
to  evidence  to  believers  their  judification.”  From  theie 
two,  a  great  number  of  others  were  faid  to  flow,  which 
were  enumerated  and  condemned  at  a  fynod  held  the  next 
year.  1  he  miniders  of  the  feveral  p.,rt,  of  the  country, 
alarmed  with  thefe  things,  came  to  B  don  while  theaene- 
ral  court  was  fitting,  and  forne  time  before  the  governor 
Mr.  Vane,  afked  his  difmiffion.  They  confer  ed  with 

„,,r-  Cotton  ana  iV:r-  vVhedwi  ight  upon  thofe  two  points. 

ihe  lad  they  both  declaimed,  fo  far  as  to  acknowledge 
t.  at  landitication  did  help  to  evidence  judification  ;  the 
oihei,  they  qualified,  at  ie  d  by  o  her  words  ;  they  held 
tne  indwel!  ng  of  the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  but  not 
itridly  a  perfonal  union,  or  as  they  exprefs  it,  not  a  com¬ 
municating  of  perfonal  proprieties.  The  governor  not 
only  held  with  Mr.  Cotton,  but  went  further  or  was  more 
exprefs,  and  maintained  a  perfonal  union'.  Mr.  Winthrop, 
the  deputy  governor,  denied  both,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  the 
o.r.ei  minuter  ol  Bodon,  and  many  of  the  miniders  in 
tne  country,  joined  with  him.  A  conference  or  deputa¬ 
tion 
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lion  was  determined  on,  which  they  agreed  fhould  be  1 636 
Managed  in  writing,  as  moft  likely  to  tend  to  the  peace 
of  the  church.  When  tney  could  not  hod  that  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  nor  the  primitive  church,  for  the  firft  300  years, 
ever  ufed  the  term  7 t^oo-cotto?,  or  erion,  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
they  generally  thought  it  was  b'^ft  it  fhould  be  forborn,  as 
being  of  human  invention.  Upon  the  other  queftion,  Mr* 
Cotton  in  a  fermon,  the  day  the  court  met,  ha  1  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  evident  lanftificaiion  is  a  grou  d  of  juftifi- 
cation,  and  went  on  to  fay,  that  in  cafes  of  fpiritual  de^ 
fertion,  true  defire  of  fanblification  was  found  to  be  fandti- 
fication,  as  divines  ufually  held  *,  and  further,  if  a  man 
was  laid  fo  flat  upon  the  ground,  as  that  he  could  fee  no 
defires,  but  only  as  a  bruifed  reed  did  wait  at  the  foot  of 
Chrift,  yet  here  was  matter  of  comfort,  for  this  was  found 
to  be  true  fandlification  in  the  root  and  principle  of  it. 

Mr.  Vane  and  he  both  denied  that  any  of  thefe  or  any  de¬ 
gree  of  fanctification  could  be  evident  without  a  concur¬ 
rent  fight  of  juflification  *.  The  town  and  country  were 
diftrabted  with  thefe  fubtleties,  and  every  man  and  wo¬ 
man  who  had  brains  enough  to  form  fome  impcrfeft 
conceptions  of  them,  inferred  and  main tai?  ed  fome  other 
point, inch  as  thefe  ;  tca  man  is  juftined  before  he  believes  ; 
faith  is  no  caufe  of  juft  i  Beat  on  ;  and  if  faith  be  b  fore 
juflification,  it  is  only  a  pa  dive  faith,  an  empty  veilel, 

&c.  and  adurance  is  by  immediate  revelation  only.” 

The  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our  neighbour  f  emed  to 
be  laid  by  and  out  of  the  queftion.  All  the  church  of 
B  fton,  except  four  or  five,  joined  with  Mr.  Cotton.  Mr. 
Wilfon,  the  other  minifter,  and  moft  of  the  minifters  in 
the  country,  oppofed  him. 

To  increafe  the  flame,  Mr.  Wheelwright  preached  a 
fermon  (Jan.  1 9)  in  which,  bolides  cat rying  antinomiamfm 
to  the  heighth,  he  made  ufc  of  fome  txpreffioris  which 
were  laid  hold  of  by  the  court  as  tend  mi  to  fedirion  ;  for 
which  he  was  fent  for  and  examined  whiift  Mr.  Vane  was 
in  office,  but  a  full  enquiry  and  determination  was  fuf- 
pended  until  a  more  convenient  time. 

*  Hubbard* 

Whilst 
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1636  Whilst  thefe  contentions  were  thus  increafing  within 
Che  Pequods,  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  Indians,  were 
plotting  deftruChon  from  without.  After  Stone  and  his 
company  were  murdered,  they  lent  melTengers  to  Bolton 
to  make  peace,  pretending  that  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  a  few  bad  fellows  who  had  fled  to  the  Dutch 
1  heir  ambalfadors  were  courteoufly  treated,  and  the  terms 
of  peace  were  agreed  on.  In  confidence  of  their  fidelity, 
John  Oldham,  of  whom  mention  has  been  made  before, 
went  in  a  Imall  bark  to  trade  with  the  Indians  at  Block 
ihand  They  murdered  him,  but  (pared  cwo  boys  and 
two  Naraganfet  Indians  who  were  of  his  company.  The 
murderers  were  dilcovered  by  the  crew  of  a  fmall  veflel, 
one  Gallop  matter  from  Connecticut,  which  happened  to 
come  upon  them  foon  after  the  fad.  Gallop  had  with 
him  only  one  man  and  two  boys,  and  no  arms  except  two 
mufkets  and  two  pittols.  Altho’  the  deck  was  full  of  In¬ 
dians  who  had  guns,  fwords,  &c.  yet,  as  they  were  then 
not  much  ufed  to  them,  they  made  but  little  refiftance, 
and  when  he  boarded  the  veflel  they  jumped  into  the  fea 
and  many  of  them  were  drowned.  '  He  found  Oldham’s 
body  not  cold,  his  brains  beat  out  and  his  limbs  hacked 
off.  B  ock  Ifland  was  under  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  but 
they  denied  their  having  any  concern  in  the  murder. 
The  murderers  were  fheltered  and  protected  by  the  Pe¬ 
quods,  who  at  the  fame  time  furprized  divers  Englilh 
in  Connecticut  river.  Thefe  proceedings  caufed  the 
Mafiachufets  to  fend  fourfcore  men,  by  water,  under 
Captain  Endicot,  who  had  inflruCtions  to  offer  peace  to  the 
Indians  upon  their  delivering  up  the  murtherers ;  if  they 
refufed  to  do  it,  then  to  attack  them.  A  greac  number 
of  them  entered  into  fome  fort  of  parley  by  a  mefienoer 

and  interpreter,  keeping  at  a  great  diftancethemfelves ;  but, 

ahoon  as  they  knew  the  terms,  they  fled  into  the  woods. 
Winter  was  approaching,  and  Mr.  Endicot  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  return  home  in  order  to  prepare  for  a  more  ge¬ 
neral  attack  the  next  lummer.  There  were  lome  fevere 
reflections  calf  upon  him  for  not  purfuing  the  enemy  ac 
that  time.  The  Pequods,  in  the  winter,  attempted  an  union 

with 
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with  the  Naraganfets.  There  had  been  a  fixed  inveterate  1 6j6 
enmity  between  the  two  tribes,  but  on  this  occafion  the 
Fequods  were  willing  to  finother  it,  their  enmity  againft 
the  Engiifh  being  the  ftrongeft  of  the  two  ;  and  although 
they  had  never  heard  the  ftory  of  Polypheme  and  Ulyfies, 
yet  they  artfully  urged  that  the  Engiifh  were  come  to 
difpoffefs  them  of  their  country,  and  that  ail  the  Nara¬ 
ganfets  could  hope  for  from  their friendfhip,  was,  thefavour 
of  being  the  laft  devoured  ;  whereas  if  the  Indians  would 
unite,  they  might  eafily  deftroy  the  Englifii,  or  force  them 
to  leave  the  country,  without  being  expofed  themfelves  to 
any  hazard.  They  need  not  come  to  open  battles:  Firing 
their  houfes,  killing  their  cattle,  and  lying  in  wait  for 
them  as  they  went  about  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  would 
foon  deprive  them  of  all  means  of  fubfilling.  But  the 
Naraganfets  *  preferred  the  prefent  pleafure  of  revenge 
upon  their  mortal  enemies,  to  the  future  happinefs  of 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity  F.  They  are  faid  to  have 
wavered  at  firft,  but  at  length  Myantinomo,  their  chief 
fachem,  with  20  attendants  went  to  Bofton,  where  all  the 
magiftrates  and  minifters  were  called  together  to  receive 
them,  and  a  guard  of  20  mufketeers  fent  to  Roxbury  to 
attend  them.  They  propofed  to  join  in  war  againft  the 
Pequods,  and  that  neither  Englifii  nor  Indians  fhould  make 
peace  with  them  but  utterly  deftroy  them.  The  governor, 
for  form  fake,  took  time,  until  the  next  morning,  to  give 
an  anfwer,  and  then  the  following  articles  were  agreed  to. 

1.  A  firm  and  perpetual  peace  betwixt  them  and  the 
Engiifh. 

2.  Neither  party  to  make  peace  with  the  Pequods 
without  the  confent  of  the  other. 

3.  That  the  Naraganfets  fhould  not  harbour  any  Pe~ 
guods. 

4.  That  they  fhould  put  to  death  or  deliver  up  any 
murderers  of  the  Engiifh. 


*  The  Naraganfec  fachem,  and  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Moheges* 
ent  to  the  Engjifn  and  offered  their  i'ervice  to  join  with  them  againff 
.ne  Pequods.  Wi  nfloix  i  to  Gorton* 

f  MS.  Journal, 

5.  That 
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*636  5.  I  hat  they  fhould  return  fugitive  fervants. 

6.  T.  he  iinglidi  to  give  them  notice  when  to  go  out 
again  ft  theF  equods,  and  the  ISfaraganfets  tofurmfh  guides. 

7.  Free  trade  to  be  carried  on  between  the  parties. 

8.  None  of  the  Naraganfe;s  to  come  near  the  Englifh 
plantation,  during  the  war  with  the  Pequods,  without 
iome  Eng'ifhman  or  Indian  known  to  the  Englifh. 

Cushamaquin,  a  fachem  of  the  MalTachufets  In¬ 
dians,  alfo  became  a  party  to  the  treaty. 

_  Indian  fidelity  is  proverbial  in  New-England,  as  Pu- 
nick  was  in  Rome.  The  Naraganfets  are  faid  to  have 
kept  to  the  treaty  until  the  Pequods  were  deftroyed,  and 
then  they  grew  infolent  and  treacherous. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  religious  heats  became 
more  violent,  and  the  civil  affairs  more  fenfibly  affe&ed  by 
them.  1  he  people  of  Bofton,  in  general,  were  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Vane  the  governor,  the  reft  of  the  towns,  in  general, 
for  Mr.  Winthrop  the  deputy  governor.  At  a  feffions  of 
the  court  in  March,  it  was  moved  that  the  court  of  eledlions 
for  1637  fhould  not  be  held  in  Bofton  but  in  Newtown 
(Cambridge.)  Nothing  could  be  more  mortifying  to  the 
governor,  and  as  he  could  not  hinder  the  vote  by  a  nega¬ 
tive,  he  refufed  to' put  the  queftion.  Mr.  Winthrop  the 
deputy  governor,  as  he  lived  in  Bofton,  excufed  himfelf, 
and  the  court  required  Mr.  Endicot  one  of  the  affiftants 
to  do  it.  It  was  carried  for  the  removal. 

T  he  more  immediate  occafion  of  the  court’s  refentment 
againft  Bofton,  was  a  petition  figned  by  a  great  number  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  town,  together  with  fome 
'  belonging  to  other  towns,  judging  and  condemning  the 
court  for  their  proceedings  agair.ft  Mr.  Wheelwright. 
At  this  feflion,  Mr.  Vane  the  governor  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  a  cenfure  upon  one  Stephen  Greenfmith,  for  faying 
that  all  the  minifters  except  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Wheel¬ 
wright,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Plooker  preached  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  works.  He  was  required  to  make  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  magiftrates  and  mini- 
llers,  was  fined  forty  pounds,  &c  *. 

*  Mail*  Records. 
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At  the  opening  the  court  of  election  for  1637,  which  1637 
not  done  until  one  a  clock,  (May  1 7th)  a  petition  was 
again  offered,  from  many  of  the  town  of  Boffon,  which 
the  governor,  Mr.  Vane,  would  have  had  read,  but  Mr. 
Winthrop  the  deputy  governor  oppofed  it  as  being  out 
of  order ;  this  being  the  day,  by  charter  for  eiedtions,  and 
the  inhabitants  all  convened  for  that- .  purpole,  if  other 
bufinefs  was  allowed  to  take  up  the  time  the  emotions 
would  be  prevented ;  after  the  elections  were  over,  the 
petition  might  be  read,  i  he  governor,  and  thole  of  his 
painty  would  not  proceed  unlefs  the  petition  was  read.  I  he 
time  being  far  fpent,  and  many  perlons  calling  for  elec- 
tion  ,  the  deputy  governor  called  to  the  people  to  divide, 
and  the  greater  number  fhould  carry  it;  which  was  done, 
and  the  majority  was  for  proceeding.  Still  the, governor 
refufed,  until  the  deputy  governor  told  him  they  would 
goon  without  him.  This caufed  him  to  fubmit.  Mr.  Win¬ 
throp  was  chofen  governor,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Saltonftall,  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  and  Mr.  Stough¬ 
ton  new  affiftants ;  and  Mr.  Vane  and  his  friends  or  the 
fame  perfuafion,  Dummer,  Haugh  and  Coddington,  left 
out  of  the  magiftracy.  There  was  great  danger  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  tumult  that  day.  The  fpeeches  on  both  ffdes  were 
fierce,  and  they  began  to  lay  hands  on  one  another,  but 
the  manifeft  majority,  on  one  fide,  was  a  reftraint  to  the 
other  *.  Boffon  waited  the  event  of  this  election  of  ma- 
giftrates,  before  they  would  chufe  their  representatives 
for  the  ether  bufinefs  of  the  general  court,  and  the  next 
morning  they  chofe  Mr.  Vane,  the  late  governor,  Mr. 
Coddington  and  Mr.  Haugh.  This  eledtion  of  Boffon 

f 

f  Mr.  Wilfon,  the  minifter,  in  his  zeal  gat  up  upon  the  bough  of  a 
tree  (it  was  hot  weather,  and  the  election,  like  that  of  parliament  men 
for  the  counties  in  England,  was  carried  on  in  the  field)  and  there 
made  a  fpeech,  advifing  the  people  to  look  to  their  charter  and  to 
confider  the  prefent  work  of  the  day,  which  was  dengned  for  the 
chufing  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  the  rell  of  the  ailiftants  for 
the  government  of  the  commonwealth.  His  fpeech  was  well  received 
by  the  people,  who  prefently  called  out,  Ele&ion,  election,  which 
turned  the  feale.  MS.  Life  off.  Wilfon , 

*  Hubbard — Maff.  Records. 
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1 63 7  was  immediately  determined,  by  the  court,  to  be  undue. 
1  he  reafon  is  not  afligned  in  the  record,  but  it  is  faid  * 
t.  Is  reafon  was  given,  that  all  the  freemen  were  not  no- 
tihed.  A  warrant  lflued  for  a  new  choice,  and  Bofton 
returned  the  fame  men  again,  and  then  they  were  not  re- 
jetted.  I  he  ferjeants,  who  ufed  to  attend  Mr.  Vane, 
iaid  down  their  halberds  and  went  home  as  foon  as  the 
new  governor  was  eledted  f,  and  they  refufed  to  attend 
him  to  and  from  the  meetings  on  the  Lord’s  days  as  had 
been  uiual.  1  hey  pretended,  this  extraordinary  refpedt 
,  was  ^iewn  Co  Mr.  Vane  as  a  perfon  of  quality.  The 
court  would  have  appointed  others,  but  Mr.  Winthrop 
took  two  of  his  own  fervants  to  attend  him.  Mr.  Vane 
profefted  himfelf  ready  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  God  in  the 
meaneft  capacity.  Lie  was  notwithftanding  much  mor- 

titied,  and  di (covered  his  refentment.  Although  he  had 

fat  at  church  among  the  magiftrates  from  his  firft  arrival 
yet  he,  and  thole  who  had  been  left  out  with  him,  olaced 
themfelves  with  the  deacons,  and  when  he  was  invited 
by  the  governor  to  return  to  his  place,  he  refufed  it. 

An  extraordinary  aft,  made  by  the  general  court  this 
lemon,  very  much  heightened  the  difcontent.  Many  per- 
'  die  favourite  opinions  in  Bofton  were  expedted 

from  England  ;  a  penalty  therefore  was  laid  on  all  perfons 
•Vuo  ihouid  entertain,  in  their  houfes,  any  ftrano-er  who 
came  with  intent  to  refade,  or  fhould  allow  the  ufe  of  any 
lot  or  habitation  above  three  weeks,  without  liberty  from 
one  of  the  Handing  council  or  two  other  afiiftants.  The 
penalty  on  private  perfons  was  forty  pounds,  and  twenty 
pounds  befides  for  every  month  they  continued  in  the  of¬ 
fence.  And  any  town,  which  gave  or  fold  a  lot  to  fuch 
ilranger,  was  fubjedt  to  100/.  penalty,  but  if  any  inha¬ 
bitant  of  fuch  town  fhould  enter  his  diffent  with  a  ma¬ 
gistrate,  he  was  to  be  excufed  his  part  of  the  fine  t.  This 
was  a  very  fevere  order,  and  was  fo  difiiked  by  the  people 
0!  Bofton,  that  upon  the  governor’s  return  from  court  they 
*  Hubbard, 

t 'Lie  military  companies  elefted  their  officers,  otherwife  h:  court 
won  (1  undoubtedly  have  appjinted  other  ferjeants. 
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all  refufed  to  go  out  to  meet  him  or  ffiew  him  any  re-  1637 
fpe£l  *.  Mr.  Winthrop,  however  firm  and  refolute  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  and  fteady  to  his  principles,  yet 
in  private  life  behaved  with  much  moderation#  He  was 
obliging  and  condefcending  to  all,  and  by  this  means,  in 
a  ffiort  time,  recovered  their  affe&ions  and  was  in  greater 
efteem  than  ever.  Indeed,  while  Bofton  thus  flighted 
him,  the  other  towns  increafed  their  refpe6l  y  and  in  tra¬ 
velling,  the  fame  fummer,  tolpfwich,  he  was  guarded  from 
town  to  town  with  more  ceremony  than  he  defired  i~. 

Mr  .  Vane,  in  company  with  Lord  Leigh,  fon  of  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough,  who  came  to  fee  the  country,  failed  for 
England  the  beginning  of  x^uguft,  where  he  had  a  much.  ^ 
larger  field  opened.  The  nation  at  that  time  was  difpofed 
to  receive,  very  favorably,  men  of  his  genius  and  caft  of 
mind.  The  ffiare  he  had  in  the  revolution  there,  and  his  un¬ 
happy  fate  upon  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
are  too  well  known  to  need  any  notice  here.  He  came 
into  New-England  under  peculiar  advantages.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  privy  council.  He  himfelf  had  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  who  was  in  the  higheft 
efteem  in  the  colony.  He  made  great  profeffions  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  conformed  to  the  peculiar  fcruples  of  that  day. 

I  have  feen  a  long  letter  wrote  to  him  while  he  was  on 
fhip- board,  by  one  of  the  paffengers  in  the  fame  fhip,  ap¬ 
plauding  him  for  honouring  God  fo  far  as  to  fhorten  his 
hair  upon  his  arrival  in  England  from  France,  and  urging 
a  compleat  reformation  by  bringing  it  to  the  primitive  ' 
length  and  form.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  he  could 
obtain  his  father’s  confent  to  come  over,  but  his  inclina¬ 
tion  was  fo  ftrong,  that,  at  length,  he  had  leave  of  abfence 
for  three  years.  It  is  faid,  that  the  King  being  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Vane’s  difpofition,  commanded  the  father,  who 
had  no  great  affedion  for  the  religion  of  New-England,  to 

*  Mr.  Cotton  was  fo  diflatisfied  with  this  law,  that  he  fays,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have  removed,  out  of  the  jurifdidtion  to  Quinnypiack,  fince 
called  New-Haven ;  hut  finding  the  law  was  not  improved  to  exclude 
fuch  perfcns  as  he  feared  it  would  be,  he  altered  his  mind,  Anf.  to 
Bailey  +  Hubbard . 
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/  gratify  him  .  However  this  may  have  been,  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  in  New-England  to  be  true,  and,  with  the  other 
c.rcumftanees  mentioned,  ftrongly  recommended  him.  Part 
oi  his  bufinefs  was  the  fettlement  of  Conneflicut,  in  con¬ 
junction  vmh  Mr.  Winthrop  the  governor’s  fon,  as  agents 
lor  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brooke,  &c  +.  The  mod 
valuable  places  for  townfhips  had  been  taken  up  before,  by 
people  from  the  Mafiachufets,  as  we  have  already  obferved  • 
and  the  agents,  not  being  willing  to  did  urb  them,  contented 
them  (elves,  at  prefent,  with  the  poffeffion  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  Mr.  Vane  was  flopped,  by  the  general  defire 
ot  the  colony,  in  order  to  his  being  elefted  governor. 
The  admim flration  of  a  young  and  unexperienced,  but 
obflinate  and  felf-fufficient,  governor,  could  not  but  bedif- 
liked  by  the  major  part  of  the  people  ;  and,  at  the  next 
ekttion,  they  not  only  would  not  fo  much  as  chufe  him  an 
afiii! ant,  but  made  an  order,  that  no  man  for  the  time  to 
come  fhould  be  qualified  for  the  place  of  governor,  until  he 
had  been,  at  lead,  one  whole  year  in  the  country  i  A. 
letter,  wrote  from  New-England,  fhevvs  the  fenfe  they  had 
ot  him  after  they  had  made  trial.  “  Mr.  Vane,  coming 
from  England  a  young  gentleman,  was  prefently  elected 
governor,  and  before  he  was  half  warm  in  his  feat,  to 
fhow  his  Spirit,  began  to  broach  new  tenets  drawn  from 
the  lees  of  one  Mr,  Wheelwright,  agitated  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence,  as  if  they  had  been  matters  of  that  confequence 
that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  New-England  mufl  be 
facrificed,  rather  than  they  fhould  not  take  place.  Divi- 
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*  Hubbard, 

f  The  Ear!  ‘of  Warwick  obtained  a  grant  of  the  fea  coaft,  from  Nara- 
ganfet  river  to  the  fouth-wefl  40  leagues,  to  keep  the  breadth  to  the 
iouthiea.  Fhts  heaffigned,  in  1631,  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord 
Brock,  Lord  Lch,  Cliaries  Fiennes,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Richard 
SaltonftaH,  Richard  Knightly,  JohnPym,  John  Hampden,  John  Hum- 
frey,  and  tie.  bert  Pelham,  Efq}  Thefe,  with  their  affociates,  are  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  often  mentioned  in  private  letters  to  be  ex- 
pe&ed  over  every  year  ;  and  Mr.  Fenwick  kept  poffeffion.  and  would 
not  fufFer  fettlements,  until  affairs  in  England  had  taken  fuch  a  turn, 
tha,t  perfons  of  their  charabler  had  no  occafion  for  an  2 fy  1  u m . 

t  r  do  not  find  this  order  in  the  records.  It  is  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Hubbard,  who  was  then  on  the  foot. 
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a  fions  are  always  dangerous,  never  fafe,  never  more  1 6 
“  dangerous  than  in  a  new  fettled  government.  Yet  this 
44  man,  altogether  ignorant  of  the  art  of  government, 

“  thinks  it  not  enough  to  fee  the  houfe  on  fire,  but  muft 
44  add  oil  to  the  flame,  and  fo  far  had  the  bandying  of 
44  thefe  things  proceeded,  that  it  was  of  God’s  great  - 
44  mercy  it  ended  not  in  our  deftru&ion.  It  is  fit  that 
44  fomething  fhould  be  faid  of  the  man  that  put  us  into 
44  this  danger.  Truly,  by  his  afped,  you  would  judge 
44  him  a  good  man.  Yet  I  am  perfuaded  he  hath  kindled 
44  thofe  fparks  among  us,  which  many  ages  will  not  be 
44  able  to  extinguish.  But  the  wifdom  of  the  Hate  put  a 
44  period  to  his  government  before  he  had  run  out  his 
44  circuit.  They  were  neceffitated  to  undo  the  work  of 
44  their  own  hands,  and  leave  a  blemifh  upon  that  rafh  un- 
44  dertaking,  for  pofterity  to  defcant  upon,  arid  a  caveat 
44  to  us,  that  all  men  are  not  fit  for  government,  and  none 
44  fo  dangerous,  when  he  is  up,  as  one  that  makes  his 
44  affedion  his  rule.  But  this  difgrace  took  fo  deep  an  im- 
44  preflion,  that  partly  from  a  fenfe  of  it,  and  partly  from 
44  a  confcioufnefs  how  ill  he  had  deferved  of  us  through 
44  his  heat  ofindiferetion,  he  exchanged  New-England  for 
44  Old.55  Lord  Say  and  Seal  fpeaking  of  him,  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  England,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  fays,  44  For 
44  the  young  man,  Mr,  Vane,  whom  your  love  followeth, 

44  and  its  well  it  doth  lo,  for  he  may  be  recovered,  I  have 
44  not  been  wanting  to  do  my  endeavour  to  (hew  him  the 
44  danger  of  his  way,  and  what  hath  been  the  fad  ifiue 
44  thereof  in  others;  from  whence  I  think  it  cometh,  and 
44  whither  Satan’s  aim  is  to  drive  it,  as  might  have  appeared 
44  to  you  by  my  letters,  written  to  him  untoNew-England, 

44  when  I  firft  did  perceive  his  delufions,  if  he  had  (hewn 
44  my  letters  to  you.  I  fnall  be  glad  to  do  my  beft  to  that 
41  end  hill ;  but  I  have  not  that  frequent  converfe  with  his 
44  family,  now,  as  heretofore,  whereof  there  are  the  moil 
44  in  Holland,  and  the  reft  will  fhortly  be  there  alfo 
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’  *  After  all  that  has  been  fa^d  to  the  disadvantage  of  Mr.  Vane’s 
chara&er,  it  ought  to  be  remembred  to  his  honour,  that  notwithftancU 
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party  in  New-England  loft  their  head.  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon,  notwnhftanding,  continued  her  leftures. 
he  court,  tor  the  prefent,  took  no  notice  of  her  conduit, 

nor 

ing  the  flights  put  upon  him  by  the  colony,  he  (hewed  a  truly  chriftian 

SaTeofthleff  f°,raWhen’  L°  ‘,he  year  i644,  an  attachment  was 
made  o.  the  effedts  of  alderman  Berkley  of  London,  in  the  Maflhchu- 

2non/°fty’rat  tne  ,UIC  of  [ne  Lady  La  Tour,  and  judgment  given  for 
■  ft  ,i,er  'n^  and  no  aPPea'  admitted,  a  heavy  complaint  was  made 
ag“e  |ov«nment,  and  they  were  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  their 

with  ’  Sr  H'  Vane  lioo.d,their  frlend>  and=  by  his  great  intereft 
tvith  the  parliament,  appeafed  their  refemment,  and  laid  the  ftorm 

which  was  gathering  and  hung  over  them,  MS.  letter 

YUth°<r<  ™  thC  Hfe  de3th  °f  Sir  Henry  Vane’  P™ted  in 
1662,  %s--  That  it  was  fuggefted  by  the  bifhops  to  the  then  King 

concerning  im,  that  the  heir  of  a  considerable  family  about  his  Ma- 

jelly  was  grown  into  diflike  of  the  difcipline  and  ceremonies  of  the 

church  of  England,  and  that  his  Majefly  might  do  well  to  take  feme 

courfe  about  him.  On  this,  the  then  bifhop  of  London  took  him  to 

,J  7u°  ie,emed  t0,handle  him  gently  in  the  conference,  but  con- 
eluded  harlhly  enough  againft  him  in  the  clofe.  In  fine,  feeing  him- 

felf  on  al  hands  m  an  evil  cafe,  he  refolved  for  New-England.  In 
order  to  this,  finking  in  with  fome  nonconformifls  which  intended  that 
way,  his  honourable  birth,  long  hair,  and  other  circumftances  of  his 
perfon,  rendered  his  fellow  travellers  jealous  of  him  as  a  fpy  to  betray 
their  liberty  ratner  than  any  way  like  to  advantage  their  defign.  But 
he,  that  they  thought  at  firft  fight  to  have  too  little  of  Chrift  for  their 
company,  did  foon  after  appear  to  have  too  much  for  them.  For  he 
had  not  been  long  in  New-England,  but  he  ripened  into  more  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  of  Chrift,  than  the  churches  there  could  bear 
the  teftimony  of.  Even  New-England  could  not  bear  all  his  words, 

though  there  was  no  King's  court  or  King's  chapel.  Then  he  returns 
for  Old  England.” 

The  following  letter  was  wrote,  by  a  perfon  of  quality,  to  a  near 
relation  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  about  a  week  after  his  execution. 

“  Madam, 

-  \  *  w  later  t*ian  others,  give  you  an  account  of  the  /ha re  I  have 
in  the  lofs  of  your  generous  kinfman,  it  is  becaufe  I  would  not  rudely 
difturb  the  motions  of  fo  juft  a  forrow  ;  but  I  hope  that  you  are  a/Tured 
I  have  io  real  a  concern  in  all  that  relates  to  you,  that  it  was  not  ne- 
CeiTary,  by  an  early  hnfte,  to  fend  you  an  information  of  it.  I  have. 
Madam,  whilft  I  own  a  love  to  my  country,  a  deep  intereft  in  the 
pubhek  lofs  which  fo  many  worthy  perfons  lament.  The  world  is 
robbed  of  an  unparallelled  example  of  virtue  and  piety.  His  great 
abilities  made  his  enemies  perfuade  themfelves,  that  all  the  revolutions 
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nor  of  any  erroneous  opinions,  but  waited  the  determina-  1637 
tion  of  the  chufches  in  a  general  council  *,  accordingly  a 
fynod  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Newtown,  the  3otQ 
Auguft,  where  were  prefent,  not  only  the  miniftcrs  and 
meffengers  of  churches,  but  the  magiftrates  alfo,  who,^ 

Mr.  Weld  fays,  (I  fuppofe  he  was  a  member)  were  not 
only  hearers  but  fpeakers  alfo,  as  they  thought  fit.  Mr. 
Cotton,  although  at  the  head  of  the  minifters,  was  too 
much  a  party  to  be  proper  for  a  moderator,  and  Mr. 
Hooker  and  Mr.  Bulldey  were  chofen.  Three  weeks  were 
fpent  in  difputing,  pro  and  con .  and  at  length  above  four- 
fcore  points  or  opinions,  faid  to  have  been  maintained  by 
fome  or  other  in  the  country,  were  condemned  as  erro¬ 
neous,  and  the  refult  was  figned  by  all  the  members  but 
Mr.  Cotton.  He  had  expreffed  his  diflike  of  moil  of 


in  the  laft  age  were  wrought  by  his  influence,  as  if  the  world  was 
moved  only  by  his  engine.  In  him  they  lodged  all  the  dying  hopes 
of  the  party.  There  was  no  opportunity  that  he  did  not  improve  for 
the  advantage  of  his  country.  And  when  he  was  in  his  laft  and  much 
deplored  date,  he  ftrove  to  make  the  people  in  love  with  that  freedom 

they  had  fo  foolifhly  and  laviihly  thrown  away. - He  was  great  in 

all  his  adlions,  but  to  me  he  feemed  grea'eft  in  his  iurFerings,  when 
his  enemies  feemed  to  fear  that  he  alone  fhould  be  able  to  acquaint 
them  with  a  change  of  fortune.  In  his  ioweft  condition,  you  have 
feen  him  the  terror  of  a  great  prince,  ftrengthened  by  many  potent 
confederates  and  armies.  You  have  feen  him  live  in  high  eftimation 
and  honour,  and  certainly  he  died  with  it.  Men  arrive  at  honours  by 
feveral  ways.  The  martyrs,  though  they  wanted  the  glittering  crowns 
the  princes  of  thofe  ages  difpenfed,  have  rich  ones  in  every  juft  man  s 
efteem. — Virtue,  though  unfortunate,  fhines  in  fpite  of  all  its  enemies, 
nor  is  it  in  any  power  to  deface  thofe  lafting  monuments  your  friend 
hath  railed,  of  his,  in  every  heart  that  either  knew  him  or  held  any 
intelligence  with  his  fame.  But,  Madam,  I  trelpafs  too  long  upon 
your  patience.  This  is  a  fubjedt  I  am  apt  to  dwell  on,  became  I  can 
never  fay  enough  of  it.  I  (hall  now  only  deftre  you  to  make  ute  ot 
that  fortitude  and  virtue  that  raifed  your  friend  above  the  power  and 
malice  of  his  enemies,  and  do  not,  by  an  immoderate  forrow,  deflroy 
that  which  was  fo  dear  to  him,  yourielf,  but  live  the  lively  reprefen- 
tation  of  his  virtue,  the  exercife  of  which  hath  made  you  always  the 
admiration  of 


Your  humble  fervant,  &c.” 


The  z  1  ft  June  1662. 

Life  of  Sir  H.  V ane . 
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decli"ed  condemning  them  all,  maintaining, 

Wnm  H  ,]  ',  -PrCCfded  fakh  in  him’  but  at  the 

rpfir  ,  ,  dialed,  that  the  other  new  opinions  were  he- 

or  m!f  H  ^  K  ’  *"}•  f°mc  °f  them  biafphemous,  and 
p  om.led  to  bea:  teuimony  agamfi  them  *.  This  general 

agreement  (truck  a  damp  upon  the  opinionifts,  and  gave 

..  'f  and  vf°l t0  the  other  party.  Mr.  Hooker 
ae  firft  difapproved  of  determining  the  points  in  contro- 

'  er  Y  by  a  jynod.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Shepard  of  New- 
town,  April  8,  i 6j6.  (It  Ihould  be  37)  “For  your  ge- 

££  ?eial  rfy.n0.G’  !  can'10t  7et  fee  either  how  reafonable  or 
,«  J  [xirka.ba'.lt;  w‘i!  be  for  your  turn,  for  the  fettling 
and  eftabhlhing  the  truth  in  that  honourable  way  at 
were  to  be  deli  red.  My  ground  is  this.  They  will  be 
t,  ch»cf  agents  in  the  fynod  who  are  chief  parties  in  the 

•  caule,  and  for  them  only,  who  are  prejudiced  in  the 
controverfy,  to  pais  fentence  againft  caufe  cr  perfon, 
how  improper !  how  unprofitable !  My  prefent  thoughts 
run  thus:  I  hat  fuch  conclufions  which  are  mod  extra 
moit  enoneous,  and  trois  to  the  common  current 
lend  them  over  to  the  godly  learned  to  judge  in  our 
our  own  counu-y,  and  return  their  apprehensions.  I 

,,  feipP‘Jie  the  ifiue  will  be  more  uncontroulable.  If  any 

5  lh°ufe-  fugged  this  was  the  way  to  make  the  clamour 

*  to,°  °icat  and  'oud,  and  to  bring  a  prejudice  upon  the 
plantations,  1  (hould  foon  anfwer,  there  is  nothino- 
done  in  comers  here  but  it  is  openly  there  related,  and 
in  iuch  notorious  cafes,  which  cannot  be  kept  fecret,  the 

t  mofj  plain  an  ;  naked  relation  ever  caufeth  the  truth 

6  t0 'appear,  and  prevents  all  grcundiefs  and  need- 

ltjS  jea'°ufies,  whereby  men  are  apt  to  make  things 
“  more  and  worfe  than  they  are.”  0 

Although  two  of  the  elders  were  the  moderators  or 
prolocutors  of  the  affembly,  yet  Mr.  Winthrop  feems  to 
nave  nad  a  controuling  power.  An  anonymous  writer  of 
a  manulcripjt,  fentrrom  New-England  thefameyear,  vives 
tiiis  account  of  it.  “  The  fynod  being  met,  much  time  is 

^  (pent  in  ventilation  and  emptying  of  private  paffions ;  at 
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cc  length,  divers  truths  are  concluded  upon,  as,  the  nature  1637 
“  of  grace  and  faith,  the  neceffity  of  repentance  and  good 
“  works,  the  perfection  of  the  feriptures,  and  like  truths  of 
“  common  allay  were  affented  unto  by  common  fuffrage: 

“  But  when  they  came  to  the  nature  of  the  covenant,  the 
iC  qualifications  preceding  it,  the  uie  of  it,  the  feal  of  the 
«  Spirit,  the  Helenas  for  which  they  ftrive,  there  they 
“  were  as  different  as  ever,  refolved  in  nothing  but  this, 

“  that  no  one  would  be  refolved  by  another ;  but  therein 
ci  was  the  wifdom  and  excellent  fpirit  of  the  governor 
“  feen,  filencing  paffionate  and  impertinent  fpeeches  as 
another  Conftantine,  defiring  the  divine  oracles  might  be 
tc  heard  fpeak  and  exprefs  their  own  meaning,  adjourning 
cc  the  affembly  whe  n  he  faw  heat  and  paffion,  fo  that, 
tC  through  the  bleffmg  of  God,  the  affembly  is  diffolved, 

“  and  jarring  and  diffonant  opinions,  if  not  reconciled, 

<c  yet  are  covered ;  and  they  who  came  together  with 
“  minds  exafperated,  by  this  means  depart  in  peace,  and 
“  promife,  by  a  mutual  covenant,  that  no  difference  in 
“  opinion  fhall  alienate  their  affedions  any  more,  but 
4C  that  they  will  refer  doubts  to  be  refolved,  by  the  great 
*c  God,  at  that  great  day  when  we  fhall  appear  at  his  tri- 

bunal.”  The  fynod  being  thus  over,  the  minds  of  the 
people  were  prepared  for  a  further  proceeding  againfl: 
the  optnionifts*.  The  court  at  their  feffions,  the  2d  of 
November,  took  notice  of  the  petition,  prefented  and 
called  feditious,  in  March  preceding.  They  expelled 
two  of  their  own  members,  Afpinwall  and  Coggefhall, 
one  for  figning  and  the  other  for  juftifying  it,  and  fent 
a  warrant  to  the  town  of  Bofton  to  return  two  other  de¬ 
puties  in  their  room*  The  town  agreed  to  fend  them  back, 
but  Mr.  Coiton  hearing  of  it,  went  to  the  meeting  and 
prevented  it ;  and  they  chofe  two  others,  one  of  which  had 
figned  the  petition,  and  was  therefore  difmiffedf.  The 
court  then  fent  for  Mr.  Wheelwright,  and  requiring  of 

*  This  fpiritual  court  did  not  pronounce  particular  perfons  to  be 
heretic  ks,  but  it  determined  what  was  herefy,  and  made  the  way 
p’ain  for  the  fecular  power  to  proceed. 
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him  an  ackn°wledgment  of  his  offence,  he  refufed  it 
and  juft, fied  his  condudt;  but  the  court  refolved  hat  r 
tended  to  diftttrb  the  civil  peace,  disftanchifed  and  ba- 
mihed  him,  allowing  i4  days  to  fettle  his  affairs,  &cf 
Mrs  Hutchinfon  was  next  called  to  her  trial,  before 
the  whole  court  and  many  of  the  elders.  An  ancient 
man ul ciipt,  of  the  trial  at  large,  having  been  preferved, 
diicovers  nothing  ,n  her  conduft  but  what  might  natural/ 
be  expedted  from  a  high  degree  of  enthufiafm.  Her  no¬ 
tions  of  revelations  do  not  feem  to  have  been  altogether 
difcountenanced  by  Mr.,  Cotton  himfelf.  Her  fentence 

TJ  MCOwnandSmUS,:-“,MrS-  ««chinfon,  the  wife 
of  dr.  W  llham  Hutchinfon,  being  cor.vented  for  tra- 

ducirig  the  miniPcers  and  their  miniftry  in  the  country, 

n  e  debated  voluntarily  her  revelations,  and  that  fhe 

mould  be  delivered  and  the  court  ruined  with  their 

“  posterity,  and  thereupon  was  banifhed ;  and  in  the 

‘‘  w,hile>  was  committed  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Weld 
(or  Koxoury)  until  the  court  fhail  difpofe  of  her.” 
Having  received  her  fentence  from  the  court,  fhe  had  a 
further  trial  to  go  through  in  the  church.  She  was  firft 
admonifhed.  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  that  Mr.  Davenport  and 
he  imagined  they  had  convinced  her  of  her  errors,  and 
Ihe  prefented  what  was.  called  a  recantation  under  her 
hand,  but  at  the  fame  time  profeffed  that  fhe  never  was 
of  any  other  judgment  than  what  fhe  now  held  forth. 
The  recantation  is  not  preferved.  She  had,  no  doubt, 
fome  fine  fpun  diftindtions,  too  commonly  made  ufe  of 
in  theological  controverfies,  to  ferve  as  a  fubterfuge,  if 
there  be  occafion*;  ana  perhaps,  as  many  other  enthu- 
fiafts  have  done,  fhe  confidered  herfelf  divinely  com- 
mifiioned  for  fome  great  purpofe,  to  obtain  which,  fhe 
might  think  thofe  windings,  fubtleties  and  infinuations 

f  Maffi.  Records. 

Mr.  Cotton,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stone  at  Hartford,  fays,  “  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon,  of  whom  you  fpeak,  though  fhe  publickly  revoked 
the  errors,  yet  affirming  her  judgment  was  never  otherwife,  though 
her  expreffions  were  contrary,  fhe  was  excommunicated  by  the 
whole  church,  turn.  con.  Some  other  of  the  members,  that  joined 
with  her,  were  gone  away  before/’  &c, 
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awful,  which  will  hardly  eonfift  with  the  rules  of  mo-  1637 
ality.  No  wonder  (lie  was  immoderately  vain,  when 
be  found  magiftrates  and  miniiters  embracing  the  novel- 
ies  advanced  by  her.  The  whole  church  of  Bofton,  a 
ew  members  excepted,  were  her  converts.  At  length, 
be  forfook  the  public  affemblies,  and  fet  aip  what  the 
ailed  a  purer  worfhip  in  her  own  family.  It  is  not  pro- 
able  the  was  encouraged  herein  by  Mr.  Vane,  who,  feme 
ears  after,  fell  into  the  fame  pradtice  in  nngland.  Mi. 
looker,  who  had  been  .charged  by  her  with  want  of 
oundnels  in  the  faith,  in  return  expreffes  himfelf  with 
ome  acrimony  concerning  her.  “  X  he  expreffion  of. 

4  providence  againft  this  wretched  woman  hath  pro- 
c  ceeded  from  the  Lord’s  miraculous  mercy,  and  his  bare 
*  arm  hath  been  difeovered  therein  from  firft  to  laft,  that 
‘  all  the  churches  may  hear  and  fear.  I  do  believe,  fitch 
‘  a  heap  of  hideous  errors,  at  once  to  be  vented  by  fuch 
‘  a  felf-deluding  and  deluded  creature,  no  hiftory  can 
‘  record  •,  and  yet,  after  recantation  of  all,  to  be  caft 
‘  out  as  unfavory  fait  that  fhe  may  not  continue  a  peft 
‘  to  the  place,  that  will  be  for  ever  marvellous  in  the 
‘  eyes  of  all  the  faints.  It  will  not  get  out  of  my  mind 
‘  and  heart  but  there  is  a  myftery  in  the  clolure  and  up- 
;e  (hot  of  this  bufinefs ;  but  he,  that  carries  the  wifdotn 
;t  of  the  crafty  headlong,  is  able  to  lay  open  that  alfo  in 
•‘  his  feafon.  At  the  firft  reading  of  your  relation  I 
could  not  but  fufpedt  fo  much,  may  be  it  is  but  my 
16  melancholick  fufpicion,  but  thefe  three  things  pre- 
“  fented  themfelves,  in  open  view,  to  my  mind,  1.  I'hat 
Lt  it  was  never  intended  fhe  fhould  be  excommunicated, 
f*  2.  That  her  recantation  was  ftill  with  fo  much  referva- 
“  tion,  as  finks  the  mind  of  fuch  who  would  have  made 
“  way  for  her  efcape,  viz.  That  our  eledtion  is  firft  evi- 
“  denced.  3.  That  this  conceit  is  a  neft  egg  to  breed  and 
“  bring  in  many  other  falfe  imaginations,  if  it  be  ftretched 
“  to  its  breadth.  Add  alfo  hereunto,  that  there  is  no  odds 
“  from  herfelf  but  only  in  fome  expreffions  and  rnifpri- 
“  fions  that  way,  as  fhe  would  have  men  think,  and  then 
**  you  have  the  whole  caufe,  where  it  was  conceived  in  a 
'  ' '  6  “  nar- 


57  “  narrower  compaft  and  under  a  double  vizard  that 
“  ocecSr.“  °f  h  purpofe  as  t 

mo^ecf  w;rKCihnf°n  f  b"  5^’  f°ld  his  eftate  ^  re- 
JJ.  7  _,hlf  ™“e  and  fami]y>  to  Aquidneck  + 
“  be,nS°"e  of  the  purchafers  of  that  ifland 
:f°m  the  rndwns  5  where,  by  the  influence  of-  his  wife  § 

S  ftrS  .  d  eh  f'  r r'  Cf0ddi.ngt0n  a"d  thr" 

^  Urates,  *nd  chofe  him  for  their  foie  ruler ;  buthedv- 

rh?’  ab°lUt  thC  iyCar  l642’  and  bein§  diffatisfied  with 

Its  ZP  »P  Ce’  rem0Ved  Co  the  Dutch  country  be¬ 
yond  New-Haven ;  and,  the  next  year,  fhe  and  all  of 

Hlkd  bvythWhTCIl  WCre  Wkh  her’  bein§  < 6  Perfons,  were 

orlkd  fnro  capd,T.;’.:XCCPt  °"'  dl“gh,-'r  "h°"' 

„  M  The 

iflatdCtonWimS’  rh,’^.SacheM  of  Naraganfet  a„d  Niantic,  fold  the 
'  S  JMi*ri*a  Odding,0n  and  h,s  aflociates*  M*rch 29.  '637.  MS. 

Some^writers  Mention  riie^annerof^her  deat^v^^™111™'*"316^" 
able  judgment  of  God  for  her  herefies  Her t  ,  bein|  a  rei™k- 
gU,l:otf  the  murder  upon  the  colony.  Mr.  Weld  favT  fl^wL  del** 

zt ::,Tyuf  rd  frfesac  abirch  -  ^5*. 

and  that  another  aftrefs  was  delivered  of  a  monger  and  ,har  ! 
women  were  feized  with  a  violent  vomiting  and  purging-  ftorie  t 

C  dd  r  «  S  t  p  tbC  C°,,mefS’  "h0  15  '^'O  Le  as  many 

cnildren  at  a  birth,  as  there  are  days  in  the  year.  '  Y 

I  he  autnor  of  a  little  trafl,  publifhed  in  1676,  under  the  title  of  4 

t  t  by  S.  G.  (it  feems  by  the  language 

and  the  malevolent  fpint  to  be  Samuel  Gorton)  fays,  “  The  next°oie?e 

?  rf  y°U  .°f*  iSy°Ur  barbarous  a*™  committed 

attaimt  Mrs.  AnnHatchinfon,  whom  you  firftimprifoned,  then  banilhed 

o AiVZtiheru°  ,h3t  condition  tlZ  (he  fell  into  the  tot 

ot  ,the  Indians,  who  murdered  her  and  her  family  exceot  one  child  • 

mid,  after  that,  made  a  notorious  lie  on  the  deftroyed  woman,  which 

V/r’iTs  fli-T,  ‘n  FnC<‘  ot,,London>  £9kinS  the  I«e  out  of  his  brother 
V.  cid  s  Iho.t  ilory,  mull  needs  put  into  his  book,  called,  God’s  ludg- 

ments  agamft  herefy.-The  woman  before-mentioned,  having  been  by 

!  le  i);ie‘.f5  an,d  Prohors  pumped  and  fifted  to  get  fomethina  againft 

her,  laying -their  fnares  to  entrap  her,  and  taking  their  opportunity 

when  her  hulband  and  friends,  as  it  was  faid,  were  abfent,  examined 

and  banilhed  her.— bo  (he  goes  by  water,  with  msnv  others,  who 

perceived  tney  .mull  go  to  pet  next,  and  providentially  fell  in  with 

•  '  n  v  Rhode 
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The  confufion  in  the  colony,  occafioned  by  thefe  reli-  1637 
rious  difputes,  was  very  great  *,  and  it  appears,  from 
he  letters  then  wrote  from  England,  that  they  made 
rreat  noife  there  ;  but  after  all,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
f  Mr.  Vane  had  remained  in  England,  or  had  not  craftily 
nade  ufe  of  the  party  which  maintained  thefe  peculiar 
opinions  in  religion,  to  bring  him  into  civil  power  and 
uthority  and  draw  the  affections  of  the  people  from 
hofe  who  were  their  leaders  into  the  wildernefs,  thefe, 
ke  many  other  errors,  might  have  prevailed  a  fhorc 
ime  without  any  difturbance  to  the  ftate,  and,  as  the 
bfurdity  of  them  appeared,  filently  fubfided,  and  pof- 
erity  would  not  have  known  that  fuch  a  woman  as  Mrs# 
dutchinfon  ever  exifted  f .  We  may  fuppofe  that  they, 
vhofrom  the  beginning  had  gone  along  with  her  in  her 
rrors,  were  not  difpleafed  at  a  good  pretence  for  get- 
ing  rid  of  her  without  condemning  themfelves.  It  is 


Uiode  I/l.and,  where  they  made  a  cave  or  caves,  and  in  them  lived 
intil  the  cold  winter  was  pah,  in  which  time  it  was  known  to  the 
irofefTors  where  they  were,  and  that  they  had  bought  the  ifland  of  the 
ndians.  And  the  profeflbrs  began  to  dir  and  endeavour  to  bring  the 
[land  within  the  compafs  of  their  patent ;  fo  the  poor  moleded  wo- 
nan,  it  is  like,  let  in  fear,  and  thought  die  would  go  far  enough 
rom  their  reach  ;  fo  going  fouthward  to  feek  a  place  to  fettle  upon, 
vhere  die  and  her  family  might  live  in  quietnefs,  fell  upon  a  piece  of 
and  that  was  in  controverfy  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Natives,  and 
he  Natives,  being  >n  a  heat,  came  upon  them  and  were  the  execu- 
ioners  of  what  the  New-England  prieds,  magidrates  and  church 
nembers,  were  the  occafion,  through  their  wicked  and  cruel  proceedi¬ 
ngs,  in  forcing  them  to  dee  from  their  rage  and  fury. - So,  reader, 

hou  mayd  fee  the  rage  and  envy  of  this  profeding  generation  ;  for 
hey  impriioned  and  banidied  this  tenderly  bred  woman  in  or  towards 
vinter,  and,  what  with  fears  and  to  dings  to  and  fro,  the  woman 
nifcarried,  upon  which  they  grounded  their  abominable  untruth. 

/[any  witnedes  might  be  produced  to  prove  this,  and  to  difprove  their 
.bominable  frequently  told  dander,  and  alfo  printed  by  prieds  and 
s'ew-England  profedors  and  their  confederates  here  in  England.” 

+  A  great  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  mod  of  them  be- 
ng  difarmed  and  deprived  of  their  civil  privileges,  removed.  Mr- 
Addington  and  Dummer  had  been  affidants,  Mr/Hutchinfon,  Afpin- 
vall  and  Coggefhail,  representatives;  Rainsford,  Sanford,  Savage, 
d:ot,  Eadon,  Bendall,  Denifon,  were  all  perfons  of  diftindlton. 

Ibout  60  were  difarmed  in  Bodon  befides, 

difficult 
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1637  difficult  to  difcover,  from  Mr.  Cotton’s  own  account 
of  his  principles,  publifhed  ten  years  afterwards,  in  his 
anfwer  to  Bailey,  wherein  he  differed  from  her.  Her 
warm  imagination  was  more  wrought  upon  by  theenthu- 
fiaftic  tenet  than  his  placid  temper.  He  feems  to  have 
been  in  danger  when  fhe  was  upon  trial.  Mr.  Dudley, 
the  Deputy  governor,  bore  hard  upon  him  ;  Hugh  Peters 
fhewed  that  he  was  well  difpofed  to  bring  him  upon  trial. 
The  other  minifters  treated  him  coldly,  but  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  whofe  influence  was  now  greater  than  ever,  pro¬ 
tected  him.  Not  long  after,  in  a  fermon  *at  a  faft  Dec. 
*3>  *638,  he  confefled  and  bewailed  the  churches  and 
his  own  fecnrity  and  credulity,  by  means  whereof  fo 
many  dangerous  errors  had  fpread,  and  fhewed  how  he 
came  to  be  deceived ;  the  errors  being  formed,  in 
words,  fo  near  the  truth  which  he  had  preached,  and 
the  fallhood  of  the  maintained  of  them  being  fuch  that 
they  ufuallv  would  deny  to  him  what  they  had  maintained 
to  others  f.  His  conduct,  in  this  day  of  temptation,  was 
forgotten  and  he  foon  recovered  ;  and,  to  his  death,  pre- 
ferved  the  efteem  and  refpect  of  the  whole  colony. 

Mr.  Wheelwright  went  to  New-Hampfhire,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  town  and  church  of  Exeter  *,  and  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  Hampton,  and  from  thence  to  Salif- 
bury.  He  v/as  reflored  in  1644,  upon  a  flight  acknow¬ 
ledgment.  He  was  in  England  in  1658,  and  in  favour 
with  Cromwell,  as  appears  by  a  letter  to  the  church  at 
Hampton.  He  lived  to  be  the  olcieft  minifter  in  the 
colony  ;  which  would  have  been  taken  notice  of,  if  his 
perfecutors  had  not  remained  in  power*. 

The  court,  to  prevent  tumults, required  about  fixty  of 
theinhabitantsof  Bofton  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  of  every  fort,  under  penalty  of  10).  upon  each  per- 
fon  negledting,  and  laid  the  like  penalty  upon  every  one  of 
them  who  fhould  afterwards  borrow  any  arms  or  ammu¬ 
nition.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  made  a  law*  to  punifh 

t 

4  Hubbard.  •  4 

*  He  died  in  16S0.  His  fort,  grandfoo,  and  great  granafon  have 
b;.n  of  the  council  for  the  province. 

any 
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ny  perfon  by  fine,  imprifonment  or  banilhmenf,  who  1637 
hould  defame  any  court  or  any  of  their  fentences. 

A  great  number  removed  outof  thejurifdidtion,  fome 
f  them  being  banifhed,  fome  disfranchifed ;  more  to  Rhode 
land  than  to  any  other  place.  In  a  fhort  time,  moft  of 
lem  were  permitted  to  return  and  were  reftored  to  their 
>rmer  privileges.  The  moft  of  thofe  errors,  which  were 
andemned  by  the  fynod,  it’s  probable,  they  never  would 
ave  owned  as  their  principles,  and  they  appear  rather  to 
e  deduced,  by  fome  of  the  fynod,  as  naturally  following 
om  the  capital  opinions,  than  to  have  been  advanced  by 
te  opinionifts  themfelves  or  perhaps  may  have  been 
nguardedly  dropped  by  particular  perfons,  in  the  heat  of 
ieir  difputes,  or  during  an  enthufiaftick  frenzy  ;  and  in 
thers  may  have  been  the  effedt  of  a  fond  fancy  for  para- 
nxical  tenets.  They  were  charged  indeed  with  principles 
hich  admit  and  introduce  all  kinds  of  immorality,  and 
hich  make  no  diftindtion  between  virtue  and  vice.  So 
'e  fatalifts  and  predeftinarians.  Many  of  them  were  af- 
rwards  employed  in  ports  of  honour  and  truft,  were 
cemplary  in  their  lives  and  converfations,  and  their  lef¬ 
ts  and  private  papers  fhew  that  they  were  pious  and  de- 
Dut,  and  with  the  name  of  antinomians  paid  the  ftridleft 
gard  to  moral  virtue.  The  opinionifls  were  punilhed 
•r  being  deluded  enthufiafts.  The  other  fide  were  de¬ 
eded  alfo  by  a  zeal,  for  the  punifhment,  for  the  honour 
r  God,  of  fuch  of  his  creatures  as  differed  in  opinion 
om  themfelves.  It  is  evident,  not  only  by  Mrs.  Hu'tchin- 
n’s  trial,  but  by  many  other  public  proceedings,  that 
quifition  was  made  into  men’s  private  judgments  as 
ell  as  into  their  declarations  and  practice.  Toleration 
as  preached  againft  as  a  fin  in  rulers  which  would  bring 
>wn  the  judgments  of  heaven  upon  the  land  *. 

This 

*  Mr  Dudley  died  with  a  copy  of  verfcs  in  his  pocket,  wrote  with 
s  own  hand.  'I  lie  following  two  lines  made  part  of  ic  : 

Let  men  of  God,  in  court  and  churches,  watch 

O'er  fuch  as  do  a  toleration  hatch. 

This  was  the  prevailing  doctrine  many  years,  and  until  their  eves 
ire  opened  by  a  frefh  perfecudon  coming  upon  themfelves  from  King 

James. 
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16^7  I  nrs  unhappy  controverfy  did  not  take  off  the  attention 
of  the  government  from  their  neceffary  defence  againfl 
the  Pequod  Indians,  who  continued  their  hoftilities. 
Governor  Vane  had  fent  Capt.  Underhill,  the  winter  be¬ 
fore,  to  ftrengthen  the  garriion  at  Saybrook  fort,  which 
they  laid  fiege  to  for  feveral  weeks  together.  The  three  co¬ 
lonies,  Maffachufets,  Plimouth  and  Connecticut,  agreed, 
with  their  joint  forces,  to  go  into  the  Indian  country  and 
attempt  their  entire  deftruCtion.  Maffachufets  fent  160 
men  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Stoughton.  The  num¬ 
ber  railed  by  each  town  gives  us  fome  idea  of  the  pro¬ 
portion  which  the  feveral  lettlements  bore  to  one  another 
at  this  time  *.  Connecticut  men  being  fettled  near  the 
Indian  country,  it  was  expeCted  they  would  be  early  in 
aCtion  ;  the  firft  of  the  Maffachufets  men  that  could  be 
raifed  were  therefore  ordered  to  march.  This  party  con¬ 
fided  of  40  men.  Capt.  Patrick  f,  who  had  the  command 
of  them,  by  letters  difpatched  from  Providence,  acquainted 
Capt.  Mafon  the  commander  of  the  Connecticut  men, 
that  he  was  haftening  to  join  him.  The  body  of  the  In¬ 
dians  were  in  two  forts  or  inclofures,  which  on  all  fides 
they  had  rendered  as  defenfible  as  they  could  by  pallifa- 
does,  their  fkill  in  fortification  carrying  them  no  farther. 
Saffacus,  the  chief  fachem,  was  in  one  of  them,  and  to  that 
the  Englifh  intended.  Capt.  Mafon  went  with  about  80 
Englifh  (20  of  which,  under  Capt.  Underhill  of  the  Maf¬ 
fachufets,  he  had  taken  from  Saybrook  fort)  and  100 

,  1  ■  m«.  f  •  x T*  ■  .  » 'Ijt 

James.  This  made  his  declaration  for  a  general  liberty  of  con- 
icience  welcome,  and  they  thanked  the  King  for  allowing  to  them 
what  they  before  thought  thcmfelves  bound  in  confcience  to  deny  to 
others. 

*  Bofton  26,  Charlellown  12,  Roxbury  10,  Dorcbefter  13,  Wey¬ 
mouth  5,  Hingham  6,  Medford  3,  Newbury  S,  Jplwich  1 7,  Salem 
18,  Sangus  (Lyn)  16,  Watertown  14,  Newtown  19,  Marblehead  3. 

f  Patrick  had  ferved  in  Holland,  in  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  guard, 
and  was  fent  for  to  initrudt  the  people  of  the  colony  in  military  dif- 
cipline.  In  order  to  his  being  made  a  freeman,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  church  at  Watertown,  but  the  flridl  manners  of  the 
New-England  men  did  not  agree  with  a  Dutch  foldier.  He  foon  re- 
moved  to  the  Dutch  at  New  Netherland.  fie  was  jhot  dead  by  a 
Dutchman  at  Stamford  in  1643.  Hubbard , 
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fiver  *  Indians,  by  water,  to  the  Naraganfets  country,  i 637 
tvhere  200  of  that  tribe  joined  him.  He  would  gladly 
have  waited  for  Patrick’s  company^  but  was  afraid  the 
friend  Indians  would  attribute  the  delay  to  want  of  cou¬ 
rage,  and  therefore,  on  the  24th  of  May,  he  began  his 
march  for  Saffacus’s  fort.  The  Naraganfet  Indians  were 
[truck  with  terror  at  the  name  of  Saffacus,  and  endeavoured 
todiffuade  Mafon,  but  finding  him  determined,  many  of 
them  left  him,  and  near  an  hundred  of  them  went  back 
:o  Providence,  where  they  reported  that  the  Pequods  had 
killed  all  the  Englifh.  This  report  was  carried  to  Bofton, 
and  mult  have  caufed  great  concern  there  ||.  Soon  after, 

Dne  of  Underhill’s  men  fell  lame,  and  the  reft  of  the 
company,  wearied  in  travelling,  being  loaded  with  arms, 
ammunition  and  provifions,  and  Saffacus’s  fort  being 
eight  miles  further  diftant,  they  reiolved  to  attack  the 
Indians  in  the  other  which  was  called  Miftick  forff.  We- 
quafh  originally  a  Pequod,  who  was  born  at  Miftick 
but  now  lived  with  the  Naraganfets,  was  their  guide  to 
the  deftru£tion  of  his  own  countrymen  and  neareft  rela¬ 
tions,.  They  fent  him  forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  he  re-* 
turned  with  intelligence,  that  the  Pequods  had  taken  great 
ftore  of  bafs  that  day  and  were  in  a  high  feaft,  Tinging 
dancing  and  bleffing  their  god  §  for  that  the  Englifh  were 
gone  away.  They  had  feen  the  veftels  pafs  by  their  river, 
from  Saybrook  towards  Naraganfet,  and  fuppofed  they 
were  gone  off.  Some  of  the  Englifh  advanced,  and  heard 
the  Indians  at  their  revels  until  midnight.  The  next 

*  Connecticut  river.  j|  MS.  letter's 

•f*  A  manufcript  journal  fays,  that  Underhill,  ufon  his  man's  lamO~ 
fiefs,  refolved  that  he  and  his  company  ihduld  go  to  Miftick,  reading 
God’s  mind  by  that  providence  ;  and  that  Mafon,  unwilling  to  part,' 
conformed,  but  Hubbard  fays,  they  were  both  of  a  mind  for  the 
other  reafons  mentioned.  Underhill  was  one  of  the  forwardeftof  the 
Bofton  enthufiafts. 

J  Wequafh  became  a  chriftian  and  an  apoftle  among  his  own  peo¬ 
ple,  travelling  up  and  down  to  make  converts ;  and  when  he  died, 
gave  his  foul  to  Chrift,  and  his  only  child  to  the  Engl. ft),  hoping  it 
would  know  more  of  Chrift  than  its  poor  father  ever  did*  Mr,  She* 
pard’s  letter  to  London . 

§  This  may  be  the  conjecture  of  the  jourrialift. 

F  morning 


78  THE  HISTORY  OF 

1°37  morning  (May  26)  about  break  of  day,  after  a  march  oF 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  place  where  they  halted  the 
night  before,  they  came  within  fight  of  the  fort  which  was 
upon  a  hill.  Wequafh  piloted  them  to  the  gate.  The 
centinel  happened  juft  then  to  be  gone  into  a  wigwam  to 
light  his  pipe.  The  Indians  were  all  in  a  deep  deep. 
One  of  their  dogs,  barking  at  the  approach  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  caufed  a  difcovery.  The  Indians  within  the  fo°t 
began  their  tremendous  yell,  and  the  Indians  without, 
who  were  in  the  Englifh  rear  and  afraid  to  come  up,  fel 
conded  them,  No  found  that  was  ever  made  can  be 
more  horrid  than  the  Indian  yell.  The  Englilh  imme¬ 
diately  fired  into  the  fort,  the  palifadoes  not  being  lo 
clofe  as  to  hinder  the  muzzles  of  their  guns  gofng^be- 
tween.  Not  being  able  eafily  to  enter  at  the  gate,  Mafon 
went  round  to  the  other  fide  of  the  fort,  where  was  ano¬ 
ther  opening  or  entrance  barred  with  branches  of  forked 
trees  only  ;  at  which  he  entred,  with  thofe  that  were 
with  him.  His  lieutenant  and  the  reft  of  the  Englifh 
entred,  at  the  fame  time,  by  other  parts.  The  Indians, 
who  had  no  arms  but  bows,  tomahawks  and  Englilh  hat¬ 
chets,  made  flout  refiftance  at  firft,  and  wounded  many 
of  the  Englilh.  Mafon  intended  to  have  fpared  the  wigl 
warns,  but  finding  his  men  thus  diftrefied,  he  entred  one 
of  them,  and,  with  a  firebrand  he  found  there,  fet  it  on 
fire.  While  he  was  doing  it,  an  Indian  was  drawing  his 
bow  and  would  undoubtedly  have  killed  him,  if  his  fer- 
jeant,  coming  in,  had  not  cut  the  bow-tiring  with  his 
hanger.  .The  fire  fpread  to  the  reft  of  the  wigwams,  and 
the  Englilh  all  retreated  without  the  fort  and  furrounded 
it.  The  Indians,  fome  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  palifa¬ 
does  to  avoid  the  fire  and  fo  expofed  themfelves  to  the 
Englilh  bullets,  others  forced  their  way  out  of  the  fort, 
and  if  any  of  them  brake  through  the  Englilh  the  allied 
Indians  were  in  a  ring  at  fome  little  diftance  ;  fo  that  few 
if  any  efcaped.  There  were  about  60  or  70  wigwams  in 
the  fort  or  inclofure,  and,  it  was  imagined,  four  or  five 
hundred  Pequods  men  women  and  children.  Three  of 
the  Engiilh  were  flain,  and  many,  both  Englilh  and  In- 
/  dians 
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dians  their  friends,  wounded  with  arrows,  and  fome  very  i 
badly.  The  army  was  in  diftrefs,  notwithftanding  their 
victory.  The  morning  was  cold.  They  had  no  fort  of 
refrefhment,  not  fo  much  as  water,  nor  any  fhelter  for 
their  wounded.  They  had  no  intelligence  of  their  vef- 
fels,  which  had  been  ordered  to  come  from  Naraganfet  to 
Pequod  river.  Many  Indians  were  in  the  woods,  who 
were  not  of  the  party  in  the  fort.  In  the  midft  of  this 
perplexity,  they  efpied  their  veffels  at  a  di fiance,  failing 
towards  them.  They  then  took  up  their  wounded  upon 
mats  fattened  to  poles,  fome  wiih  the  "heads  of  the  arrows 
in  their  bodies,  and  marched  to  the  veffels  fix  miles 
through  the  woods  and  fwamps,  the  Indians  lying  in  wait 
at  every  convenient  place,  and,  with  their  arrows,  wound¬ 
ing  many  more  ;  but  many  of  the  Indians  were  ttain  in 
their  attempts  upon  the  Englifh.  They  put  their  wounded 
into  one  of  the  barks,  which  fet  fail  the  fame  night  and 
reached  Saybrook  fort.  Patrick  came  in  a  pinnace  from 
Providence  to  Naraganfet  foon  after  the  forces  marched, 
and,  with  the  other  veffels,  went  forward,  taking  Myon- 
tinomo,  the  fachem  of  Naraganfet  with  them  ;  but  their 
arrival  was  prevented  by  contrary  winds  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  aCtion,  after  it  was  over.  Mott  of  the  Englifh 
and  all  the  Indians  marched  through  what  was  called 
Nianticut’s  country,  to  Saybrook  fort,  their  veffels  alfo 
arriving  there  the  next  day.  The  Indians,  in  alliance 
with  the  Englifh,  had  taken  eighteen  captives,  ten  males 
and  eight  females,  four  of  the  males  were  difpofed  of, 
one  to  each  of  four  fachems,  the  reft  put  to  the  fword. 
Four  of  the  females  were  left  at  the  fort,  the  other  four 
carried  to  Connecticut,  where  the  Indians  challenged  them 
as  their  prize ;  the  Englifh  not  agreeing  to  it  they  were 
facrinced  alfo  to  end  the  difpute.  The  policy,  as  well  as 
the  morality  of  this  proceeding,  may  well  be  queftioned: 
The  Indians  have  ever  fhewn  great  barbarity  to  their 
Englifh  captives,  the  Englifh  in  too  many  inftances  have 
retaliated  it.  This  has  only  enraged  them  the  more. 
Befides,  to  deftroy  women  and  children,  for  the  barbarity 
of  their  hufbands  and  parents,  cannot  eafily  be  juttified. 

F  2  Sas- 
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1637  Sassacvs,  thefachem,  afterthe  taking  of  Miflick  fort 

and  lo  many  of  his  warriors  being  (lain,  broke  down  his 
own  foit,  burnt  all  their  wigwams,  put  his  goods  into  ca¬ 
noes,  and  men,  women  and  children  forfook  their  country 
and  went  away  by  land  to  Quinnipiack.  The  forces  un- 
oer  Lapt  Stoughton  arrived  at  Say  brook  the  latter  end  of 
June.  I  hey  purfued  the  Indians,  meeting  now  and  then 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  whom  they  killed  or  took  prifoners ; 
at  length,  they  were  informed  of  a  great  body  of  Indians 
m  a  fwamp  %  which  they  furrounded.  They  feem  to  have 
been  of  other  tribes  as  well  as  Pequods.  One  of  the  fa- 
chems  came  out  with  99  men,  women  and  children,  and 
delivered  themfelves  up  to  the  Englifh.  Wampum  he  faid 
he  had  none,  nor  had  he  ever  killed  any  Enelifh.  The 
garment  he  had  on,  which  was  of  black  beaver  fkin,  hepre- 
iented.  An  Indian  was  fent  in  to  tell  the  reft,  that  if  they 
>  would  come  out  and  deliver  up  their  arms  and  clear  them¬ 
felves  from  having  murdered  any  Englifh  they  fnould  fare 
the  better.  After  a  fhort  parley,  they  determined,  that  as 
they  had  lived  together  they  would  die  together.  Twelve 
of  the  murtherers  were  among  them.  They  were  about 
eighty  in  ad.  "I  he  Englifh  fired  upon  them,  and  having 
furrounded  the  Iwamp  all  night,  entered  in  the  morning 
but  found  great  part  had  efcaped.  Some  of  the  Indians 
bad  guns  and  fired  upon  the  Englifh.  This  is  the  firft 
account  we  have  of  their  making  ufe  of  guns.  Saflacus 
fled  to  the  Mohawks,  by  whom  it  was  reported  he  was 
murdered.  It  is  more  probable,  that  he  and  his  company 
incorporated  with  them.  Many  of  the  captives  were  fent 
to  Bermudas  and  fold  for  flaves.  The  Pequod  tribe  was 
wholly  extinguifhed.  I  he  hfaraganlets  took  charge  of 
lome  of  them,  and  promifed  to  pay  the  Englifh  for  their 
fervice  ;  the  fewr  that  remained  never  dared  owm  they 
belonged  to  that  tribe,  but  mixed  with  the  Naraganfetand 
other  tribes.  We  have  been  more  particular  in  relating 
this  adion,  it  being  the  firft  between  the  Englifh  and  In^ 
dians,  many  circumftances  not  having  been  publifhed  be* 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fay?,  near  Fairfield  or  Stratford. 

forcj 
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fore,  and  the  reft  of  the  Indians  being  thereby  brought  1637 
to  be  more  afraid  of  the  Englifh,  and  reftrained  from 
open  hoftilities  near  forty  years  together. 

This  year,  1637,  a  number  of  the  Puritan  minifters 
in  England  wrote  over  to  the  minifters  of  New-England, 
informing  them  of  reports  that  they  had  embraced  new 
opinions  which  they  difliked  formerly,  and  which  they  in 
England  ftill  judged  to  be  groundlefs  and  unwarrantable,^ 
viz.  “  That  a  (tinted  form  of  prayer  and  fet  liturgy  is  un-  j 
lawful.  That  the  children  of  godly  and  approved  cnriftiansi 
are  not  to  be  baptized  until  their  parents  be  let  memoers 
of  fome  particular  congregations.  That  the  parents  them- 
felves,  though  of  approved  piety,  are  not  to  be  received 
to  the  Lord’s  fupper  until  they  be  admitted  fet  members. 

That  the  power  of  excommunication  is  in  the  body  of  the 
church,  though  the  minifter  fhould  be  of  another  mind. 

That  upon  a  minifter’s  being  difmifled,  though  unjuftly, 
from  his  particular  congregation,  heceafethtobea  minifter. 

That  one  minifter  cannot  perform  a  minifterial  aft  in  any 
but  his  own  congregation.  That  members  of  one  congre-/ 
gation  may  not  communicate  in  another.55  They  add, 

‘6  that  letters  in  New-England  had  influenced  many  in 
Old  to  leave  their  alTemblies,  becaufe  of  a  (tinted  liturgy, 
and  to  abfent  themfelves  from  the  Lord’s  fupper  becaufe 
fuch  as  ought  to  be  were  not  debarred  from  it.55  They 
therefore  requefted  that  a  feafonable  review  might  be 
taken  of  the  grounds  and  reafons  that  had  fwayed,  and  lent 
over,  and  if  they  were  found  to  have  weighc  they  would 
be  ready  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip  •,  if  otherwile 
they  would  animadvert  upon  them,  fo  far  as  they  varied 
from  the  truth,  &c.  The  famous  puritan,  John  Dod, 
joined  in  the  requeft  *.  Mr.  Hooker,  upon  the  occafion  ) 
of  this  letter,  writes  thus  to  Mr.  Shepard,  “  I  confefs  freely  j 
to  thee  my  fears  that  the  firft  and  fecond  queftions,  j 
touching  a  ftinted  form  of  prayer,  will  prove  very  hard 
to  make  any  handfbme  work  upon  ;  and  I  do  fad  I  y  fui- 
“  peft  a  troublefome  anfwer  may  be  returned  to  all  the  ar-  / 

guments.  This  to  yourfelf,  wherein  I  crave  file  nee  J’;/ 

• 

.  *  MS.  origin?.!  letters  and  papers. 
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1637  *n t*  an/Wer  "as  wr0te  by  Mr-  Cotton,  and  a  more  full 
anfwer  afterwards  printed.  In  fome  of  the  points  I  fUn- 

fora!?  in°f  3ft’  fhe,  min.ifters  in  England  were  mifin- 
imai.  In  iome  of  the  others,  particularly  thofe  which  it 

was  t  ought  moft  difficult  to  anfwer,  in  a  few  years  after 

-  e^  £rsZ in  England  fully  concurred  with  their  brethren 
m  New-tngland.  * 

'wo  Iarge  fhips  arrived  from  England 
with  paffengers.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Hopkins  *f  two 
•London  merchants,  Mr.  Davenport  a  minifler  of  great 
character  l0r  learning  and  piety,  and  many  others  of  good 
note  and  condition  weie  of  this  company.  Great  pains 
were  taken  to  perfuade  them  to  ftay  in  the  jurifdi&on. 
The  court  offered  them  any  place  they  would  pitch  upon. 
The  town  of  Newbury  offered  to  give  up  their  fettlement 
hem.  Quinnipiack,  and  the  country  between  that  and 
the  Dutch,  was  reprefented  as  a  very  fruitful  place  and 
well  fituated  for  trade  and  navigation.  They  flattered 
themlelves,  but  upon  what  grounds  does  not  appear,  that 
there  they  fhould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general  gover¬ 
nor,  with  which  the  country  was  from  time  to  time 
threaded.  Thefe  were  the  reafons  -publickly  given  for 
removing  there.  Befides,  the  principal  men  of  the  new 
company  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  government  there  • 
here  it  was  natural  to  expedt,  the  old  ftanders  would  be’ 
tonfidered  as  their  fuperiors.  They  laid  the  foundation 

,H"P^lns  been  a  Turkey  merchant  in  London,  of  oood 
ere' it  and  eftceni.  but  of  puritan  principles;  and  for  the  fake  oT  an 
undulrbed  enjoyment  of  the  worfhip  of  God,  agreeable  10  thofe 
principles,  came  to  New-England.  He  married  Mr.  Eaton’s  daugh¬ 
ter-in-law.  When  Mr.  Eaton  removed  to  New-Haven,  Mr.  Hopkins 
vyent  to  Hartford,  -he  chief  town  of  ConnedHcut,  and  was  chofen 
therr  governor  feveral  years,  at  length,  relumed  to  England  and  was 
cho  en  membei  of  parliament,  wa  warden  of  the  fleer,  a  commif- 
lioner  of  the  navy  and  of  tiie  admiralty.  He  had,  notwithftanding, 
trough's  of  returning  to  New  England,  having  an  affeaion  for  the 
country,  but  death  put  an  end  to  thofe  thoughts.  He  died  at  Lon- 
con,  in  March  1657.  He  left  a  legacy  to  Elarvard  College,  which 

was  unpaid  until  1710,  \yhpn  it  was  received  by  virtue  of  a  decree  in 

£ii&ncery?  ’  '  ' 
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of  a  flourifhing  colony,  of  which  Qummpiack,  or  New-  1637 
Haven,  was  the  chief  town.  They  agreed  among  them- 
felves  upon  a  model  of  government  in  church  and  ftate, 
very  like  to  that  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  continued  a 
diftlnd  colony  and  government  until  the  year  1 665  ,  when 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  having  three  years  before 
been  incorporated  by  a  charter  from  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  united  under  one  governor  f.  The  peop^ jhe 


«  Conneftlcut  charter  was  brought  over  by  Mr.  Winthrop  in .1662, 
aut  Now-Haven  refufed  to  fubmit  to  it.  At  a  general  mee  ing 
Newr Haven,  ath  Nov.  1662,  Mr.  Davenport  being  prefenc  infiile^ 

,  That  the  colony  of  New-Haven  was  not  within  the  patent.  2. 
That'll  was  not lawful  to  join,  and  they  unanimoufly  concluded  to 
ftand  to  their  own  combination.  Gaffe's.  7»,««/.  But  .n  i665,  upon 
r'Tmmiffioners  coming  over  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  ot  the  cole 
they  wifely  changed  Their  refolution,  and  of  a  colony  became  a  county, 

and  fo  have  remained  ever  fince.  . 

+  The  heads  of  the  combination  or  agreement  were  theC,  viz. 

That  none  {ball  be  admitted  to  any  office  in  the  government,  civit 
or  military,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  eleaion,  except  he  os  a  membe 

of  one  of  the  churches  in  New-England.  ,  .  v 

That  all  the  freemen,  without  luminous,  (hall  yearly  meet,  the  laft 
fourth  day  in  May,  and  vote  in  the  eleaion  of  governor,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  magnates  and  other  officers ;  fuch  as  cannot  attend  in  petfon 
may  vote  by  proxy,  or  fend  their  votes  iealed. 

That  there  be  a  general  court,  confiding  of  governor,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  and  magillrates,  and  two  deputies  tor  each  plantation  w_.ere 
there  is  a  church  and  freemen  orderly  admitted ;  every  member  of  the 
court  to  have  a  voice,  and  all  determinations  to  be  by  'he  major  vote 
of  the  magillrates  and  the  major  vote  of  the  deputies  This  court  to 
fit  the  lad  fourth  day  of  May  in  every  year  of  courfe,  and  on  other 
occafions  to  be  fummoned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the 
deputy  governor,  or  in  the  abfence  of  both  by  two  magidrates.  To 
declare,  publifh  and  eftablilh  the  laws  of  God  the  fupreme  legiflator, 
and  to  make  and  repeal  orders  for  fmaller  matters  not  particularly  de¬ 
termined  in  feripture,  according  to  the  genera  rules  of  1 righ teoafneft. 
To  order  all  affairs  of  war  and  peace,  and  all  matters  relative  t  e 
defending  or  fortifying  the  country.  To  receive  and  determine  all  ap¬ 
peals,  civil  or  criminal,  from  any  inferior  courts,  in  which  they  are 
to  proceed  according  to  feripture  light,  and  laws  and  orders  agreeing 

^Tha/there  be  a  court  of  magidrates,  to  meet  or  be  held  twice  every 
year,  to  determine  all  weighty  caufes,  civil  or  criminal,  above^thole 

*  \ 
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1  $S7  Sin  n?rf°°n  f -er  K^&ed  UP0n  the  favour  of  P^vi- 
commnv  §rat|Py>ng  them  with  the  continuance  of  this 
company  among  them.  It  appeared  that  the  Dutch  werede- 

th?FS  l°1 3ke  Pu°fff10n  °f  this country’  and  they  oppofed 
the  Englifli  !n  the  iettlement  even  of  New-Haven ttfelf 

ofeaonH  S  kf'^ieS  aga>nft  them.  Mr.  Eaton,  being  a  man 
of  t>ood  abilities,  was  a  fit  perfori  to  refill  them ;  and, 

finally, 

S  “f ,o  rr  “d  °>  »»  »«*•!•  t™™ 

vernnr  "  ?  V  [r  h  c,ourt*  when  the  voices  are  equal,  the  eo- 
voice.  ’  "  11S  abfence  the  dePuty  governor,  fhall  have  a  caftfng 

1  hat  there  be  a  court  in  each  plantation,  in  which  there  fhall  hp  n™ 

fo  aTrf.maglllraieS  J  the  ^eemen  tochufe’two,  three  or  four  depudes 
to  afhft  the  rriagiftrate  fpr  the  trial  of  civil  caufes,  not  exceeding  twentv 

hve^poldfhne  m'na'’  the  Penalty  ceding  ftocks,  whipping,  or 

froIhn!pMV  1 m"?  J'cdiciaI  Proc<*dings  varied  in  very  few  circumftances 
from  the  Maffachufets;  one  indeed  was  a  material  one,  that  they  had 
no  jury  neither  in  civil  nor  criminal  cafes.  All  matters  of  fad  a, 
wdl  as  law,  were  determined  by  the  court.  ‘  ’ 

been  a  preacher  of  great  note  in  Colman-W,  LonZ,' ,1%  for  his 

vatelvmPManv  Iff T !efi-aftl.CaI,  "latters  ^bfconded  and  came  over  pri- 

a  church  «  New  HavPpnnClPA  accomPanied  him,  and  formed 

folk  -md  ,m„f  j  Another  company  came  from  Kent,  Suf- 
'  *  and  bar,y  ]P  England,  among  whom  was  Mr.  William  Leet  then 

a  young  man  after  Mr.  Eaton’s  death,  governor)  and  after  the  coionics 
y?ef"“'|'  ,<ome  t.I'ne  governor  of  Connefticut.  Thefe,  with  Mr 
7  thelr  nimiller,  chofe  a  place  about  16  miles  Eaft  of  New- 
I  aven,  fince  called  Guildford.  Another  company  removed  from  Hart 
ford  with  Mr.  Peter  Prudden  for  their  minifter,  and  fettled  a  little  Weft 
£om  New-Haven  and  called  the  place  Milford.  Brainford  on  the  Eaft 

and  Stamford  near  forty  miles  Weft  of  New-Haven,  were  both  fettled 

in  Weathersfield  on  account  of  difturbances 

m  tiie  chuich  there  Thefe  towns,  together  with  a  plantation  upon  the 

Eaft  end  of  Loog-lfland  called  Southold,  are  faid  to  have  been  all  that 
were  concert tea  in  the  combination  which  was  firft  formed.  The  co- 
lony  chofe  their  leader  Mr.  Eaton  for  their  firft  governor,  and  con- 
tinned  hmi  every  year  until  he  died,  which  was  ,4  years  after  the  foun¬ 
dation.  1  heir  chief  view  was  trade;  and,  to  be  better  accommodated, 
they  built  on  (mail  houfe-lots  near  the  fea,  and  fairer  and  more 
commodious  houfes  than  thofe  in  the  other  colonies.  They  built 
vefTels  for  foreign  voyages,  and  fet  up  trading-houfes  upon  lands 
lyhidi  foey  purchafed  at  Delaware  bay  for  the  fake  of  beaver  but 

were 
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finally,  in  the  year  1650,  the  other  colonies  uniting  in  1637 
the  caufe  with  New-Haven,  they  were  by  treaty  limited 
to  Greenwich,  laid  to  be  ten  or  twelve  miles  on  a  ftrait 
line  diftant  from  Hudfon’s  river.  Indeed  the  fuffering 
them  to  extend  thus  far  was  mere  favour  and  indulgence, 
but  there  had  been  a  good  correfpondence  always  kept 
jp  between  the  Englifh  colonies  and  thefe  intruders, 
rhey  had  mutual  trade  and  commerce,  and  although  the 
Dutch  at  that  day,  whatever  they  may  now  do,  did  not 
?fteem  godlinefs  to  be  the  greatest  gain,  yet  their  form  of 
vorlhip,  their  principles  as  to  difcipline  and  ceremonies 
ivere  more  agreeable  to  the  New-Englanders  than  thole 
)f  the  high  party  in  England.  New-Haven  was  a  har¬ 
der  to  the  colony  of  Connediicut,  and  caufed  its  in- 
:reafe.  To  which  we  may  add,  that  the  Maffachufets, 

3y  the  removal  of  this  company,  were  enabled  to  pro- 

vere  unfuccefsful,  and  their  flocks  funk  very  fait,  and  in  five  or  fix 
-ears  they  were  much  exhaufled.  Unwilling  to  give  over,  they  ex¬ 
ited  themfelves,  as  a  lafl  effort,  in  building  a  fhip  for  the  trade  to 
England,  in  which  they  put  their  whole  flock  of  money,  plate,  and 
nd  all  the  proper  goods  they  could  procure,  to  make  a  more  valu- 
ble  adventure.  In  her  went  paffenger  Mr.  Grigfon,  one  of  the  ma- 
;iftrates,  in  order  to  folicit  a  patent,  and  eight  or  ten  more  confider- 
ble  peifons,  who,  to  ufe  Mr,  Cotton’s  expreflion,  all  went  to  heaven 
J  water,  the  fhip  never  being  heard  of  after  their  failing.  The  lofs 
f  this  fhip  entirely  broke  them  up  as  traders,  and  they  turned  to 
ufbandry  for  their  fupport.  The  manner  of  their  fettlement,  upon 
nail  lots,  was  inconvenient  for  hufbandmen,  and  the  foil  was  not 
beft,  fo  that  they  were  much  difcouraged  and  feveral  projections 
'ere  made  for  their  removal  in  a  body.  They  made  further  pur* 
hafes  of  large  traCts  of  land  at  Delaware  bay,  but  were  obftrudted 
nd  difcouraged  by  oppofition  from  the  Dutch,  They  had  offers  from 
reland,  after  the  wars  were  over,  and  were  in  treaty  for  the  purchafe 
f  lands  there  for  a  fmall  diflinCt  province  by  themfelves,  and  when 
amaica  was  conquered  by  Cromwell,  proposals  were  made  to  them 
)  remove  there  in  a  body  ;  but  as  the  firfl  generation  went  off,  and 
le  fecond  came  on  with  the  attachment  natural  to  the  place  of  their 
irth  and  education,  they  became  more  reconciled  to  their  fituation, 
id  although  they  have  never  been  remarkable  for  foreign  commerce, 
ie  firfl  intention  of  the  fettlement,  yet  their  improvements  in  huf- 
andry  have  been  equal  to  any  of  their  neighbours.  The  ancient 
)lony  of  New-Haven  is  at  this  day  a  principal  part  of  the  colony  of 
onnefticut,  on  many  accounts  refpeftable,  and  to  be  placed  with 
lofe  of  the  firfl  rank, 

1  »  *•  . 
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1 6^7  vide  the  better  for  the  immediate  acorn modation  of  the 
great  number  of  paflengers  which  unexpe&edly  came 
over  the  next  year ; 

For  in  16385  notwithftanding  the  clamour  againft  the 
1638  plantation  was  revived  in  England,  and  a  defign  was  on 
foot  to  revoke  and  annul  the  charter,  there  arrived  about 
20  ffiips  and  three  thoufand  paflengers.  Thefe  (hips 
were  the  more  welcome  to  the  colony,  becaufe  they  were 
afraid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  complaints  againft 
them,  a  flop  would  be  put  to  any  more  paflengers  c<  m- 
ing  from  England.  In  1635,  a  com  million  had  been 
granted  to  feveral  of  the  nobility,  and  great  officers  of 
the  crown  for  the  regulation  of  the  colonies ft.  The  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  [Laud J  kept  a  jealous  eye  over 
New-England.  OneBurdett  of  Pifcataqua  was  his  cor- 
refpondent.  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  archbiffiop,  wrote 
by  Burdett,  was  found  in  his  ftudy.  and  to  this  efled,  viz. 

I  44  That  he  delayed  going  to  England,  that  he  might 
j  44  fully  inform  himfelf  of  the  ftate  of  the  place  as  to  alie- 
45  giance,  for  it  was  not  new  difcipline  which  was  aimed 
j  at,  but  fovereignty  ;  and  that  it  was  accounted  perjury 
and  treafon,  in  their  general  court,  to  fpeak  cf  appeals 
u  4C  to  the  King.”  By  the  firft  fhips  which  came  this  year, 
a  letter  was  brought  from  the  archbiffiop  to  Burdett,  ren¬ 
dering  him  thanks  for  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  fervice, 
and  afluring  him,  that  he  would  take  a  time  for  the  red  refs 
ofthediforders  which  he  informed  them  of;  but,  by  reafon 
of  much  bufinefs  which  lay  upon  them,  they  could 
not  at  that  time  accompliffi  his  defire.  This  letter  to 
Burdett  was,  by  fome  means  or  other  not  mentioned, 
fhewn  to  the  governor  of  the  Maflachufets.  A  quo  war - 
ranto  had  been  brought  by  fome  Sir  John  Banks,  attor¬ 
ney-general,  a  year  or  two  before,  againft  the  governor, 
deputy-governor  and  afiiftants  of  the  corporation  of  the 
Maflachufets.  This  was  never  ferved  upon  any  perfons  in 
New-England.  Some,  which  were  or  had  been  of  the 
corporation,  and  who  remained  in  England,  appeared  and 

dif- 
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lifclaimed  the  charter-,  and  there  was  a  determination,  163S 
hat  the  liberties  and  franchifes  of  the  corporation  fhould 
)e  feized  into  the  King’s  hands  but,  it  is  faid,  judgment 
vas  never  entered  in  form  againft  the  corporation*.  It  is 
greed,  that  there  was  an  order  of  the  King  in  council  May 
;d  1637,  that  the  attorney-general  be  required  to  call  for 
he  patent  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  this  year  (1638)  Mr. 
tfVinthrop  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Meautis,  clerk  of  the 
:ouncil,  accompanied  with  anorderfrom  the  Lords  of  the 
ouncil  of  April  4th  1638,  requiring  the  governor,  or  any 
>ther  perfon  who  fhould  have  the  letters  patent  in  their 
>ower  or  cuftody,  without  fail  to  tranfmit  the  fame  by 
he  return  of  the  fhip  which  carried  the  order,  and  in  cafe 
>f  contempt  their  Lordfhips  would  move  his  Majefty  to 
■e-aflume  into  his  hands  the  whole  plantation.  An  anfwer 
vas  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted,  as  appears  by  the  files  of 
he  courrf ;  in  which,  after  profeffing  their  loyalty,  they 
ay,  that  they  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  the  quo  war - 
manto ;  if  they  had  been,  they  lhould  have  had  a  good  plea 
igainft  it,  that  they  came  over  with  their  families  and 
iftates,  with  his  Majefty’s  licence  and  encouragement, 
iad  greatly  enlarged  his  dominions,  and  if  their  charter 
hould  be  taken  away  they  fhould  be  forced  to  remove  to 
ome  other  place  or  return  to  their  native  country  ; 
hat  the  other  plantations  would  be  broke  up,  and  the 
:he  whole  country  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or 
Dutch,  and  that  all  men  would  be  difcouraged  from  fuch 
jndertakings  in  confidence  of  a  royal  grant ;  that  the 
:ommon  people,  if  caft  off  by  his  Majefty,  might  confe¬ 
derate  under  fome  new  form  of  government,  which  would 
:e  of  evil  example  and  might  expofe  the  court  to  hisMa- 
efty’s  difpleafure  and  for  thefe  reafons,  they  pray  their 
Lordfhips  that  they  may  be  fuffered  to  live  in  this  wil-  N 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  judgment  was  given,  &c.  but  the  government 
fhemfelves,  in  fome  of  their  declarations  in  King  Charles  the  fecond’s 
time,  fay,  that  the  procefs  was  never  compkated. — Judgment  was  en¬ 
tered  againil  fo  many  as  appeared,  and  they  which  did  not  appear 
were  outlawed. 

f  The  records  of  the  feflion  take  no  notice  of  it.  Appendix. 

$  For  being  the  occasion  of  it,  by  giving  up  the  charter. 
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5  others Vre^nlarTCfl • ' ^  j1Cl  may  not  be  retrained,  when 

hindred  from  °  •  ’  and  ,tbat  men  abilities  may  not  be 
ft.ndred  from  coming  to  them,  when  they  are  encouraged 

reception  ?h if"  Pj[antatlons«  ^  was  never  known  what 

Sr  demand  r  mct  T**  h  is  cenain*  that 
bifhon  anH  f  v  i^aS!  a  ^10rC  ^mc>tbe  arch- 

weie  orefem  It  rh  I  °f,th"  L°rds  of  the  council  who 
ence  Thl  hlS  0rdcLr»  loft  their  authority  and  influ- 
-  *  {f}  l  e  as  mtIch  Perplexed,  when  called  to  ac- 

for  theirs'  har|0>^COndUft’ aS  thecoIony  could  have  been 

Wemav  m^l  V  ^  -Te  excePtionab,e  than  it  was. 
rnnrf  7  /°"^  conJeftures  what  would  have  been  the 

fequence  of  taking  away  the  charter  at  this  time.  It  is 

CGunL^r’ thC  b°dy  f  the  Pe°P'e  would  have  left  the 

with  rlZ'fnl1  W<?  yf"V aftCr’  meerl>r  Tom  a  diffatkfadlion 
h  the  fol1  and  the  climate,  many  did  remove,  and  manv 

"™°n  t,pt°e  3nd  reftrained  on'y  by  the  confiS 

another  en8aoements  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  one 
nodier  ;  but  whpre  they  would  have  removed,  is  the 

wonM°h'  k  eV0U  d  n0t  have  been  t0  the  French.  This 
t  Id  have  been  going  further  from  the  fun.  They  were 

2ft"r  nh°;thward  already.  Befides,  they  might  well  ex- 
pedt  a  heavier  yoke  under  the  romilh  hierarchy,  than 
what  they  complained  of  under  the  proteftant.  They 
would  not  have  removed  to  any  plantation  or  territory 
cla.med  by  the  King  of  England.  What  affurance  could 
.  ey  bav^  fecurity,  for  the  enjoyment  of  privileges 

hereV  A fr"  ^  tha"  they  bad  when  ^ey  came 

here?  After  they  had  fpent  their  fubftance,  and  many 

that  came  with  them  their  lives,  in  poffeffing  and  im¬ 
proving  a  country,  in  confidence  that  they  fhould  enjoy 
t  n  lr  c  arter  privileges,  they  and  their  pofterity  for  ever 
tney  would  not  have  trufted  to  promifes  if  any  had  been 
niaue  them  a  fecond  time.  It  is  mod  likely  they  would 
have  gone  to  the  Dutch  at  Hudfon’s  river.  They  had 
always  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  them.  In 
their  religious  principles  and  form  of  worfhip  and  church 
government,  they  were  not  very  diftant  from  one  another, 
i  he  Dutch  were  not  generally  very  nice  upon  thofe  points. 
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The  only  difficulty  would  have  been,  to  have  obtained  1638 
thofe  privileges  in  matters  of  government  from  the 
Dutch,  which  they  had  from  the  Englifh ;  and  I  think 
the  Dutch  would  have  been  politic  enough  to  have  grant¬ 
ed  them.  If  they  had  faded  with  the  Dutch,  fuch  was 
their  refolution,  that  they  would  have  lought  a  vacuum 
domkilium ,  (a  favourite  expreffion  with  them)  in  fome 
part  of  the  globe  where  they  would,  according  to  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  have  been  free  from  the  controul  of  any 
European  power.  In  their  firft  migration,  mo  ft  of  them 
could  fay,  omnia  mea  mecum  porto .  All  the  difference, 
as  to  the  fecond  would  have  been,  that  fp  far  as  they  had 
leffened  their  fubftance,  fo  much  lefs  room  would  have 
been  neceffary  for  the  tranfportation  of  what  remained. 

Such  a  fcheme  would  have  confided  very  well  with  their 
notions  of  civil  fubjedtion,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  many  in- 
ftances.  I  do  not  fay  their  notions  were  juft.  Allegiance 
in  an  Englifh  born  fubjedt  is  faid  to  be  perpetual,  and 
to  accompany  him  wherever  he  goes. 

The  lame  governor,  deputy  governor  and  affiftants 
were  chofen  for  1638,  as  had  been  for  1637.  The  fet- 
tlements  were  extended  this  year  beyond  Merrimack  ri¬ 
ver.  Salifbury  and  Hampton  had  a  great  quantity  of  fait 
meadows.  They  were  an  inducement  to  people  to  fit 
down  there,  ahhough  the  upland  was  a  light  fandy  foil 
and  not  very  inviting.  Rowley  and  Sudbury  were  both 
fettled  this  year  alfo. 

The  inhabitants  of  Lynn  being  defirous  of  larger  ac¬ 
commodations,  many  of  them  removed  to  Long  Ifiand, 
near  the  weft  end  ;  Lord  Stirling,  by  his  agent  there, 
having  fold  or  quitclaimed  to  them  a  tra6l  for  a  planta¬ 
tion  ;  but  they  were  foon  difturbed  by  the  Dutch,  and 
fome  of  them  were  imprifoned  under  a  pretence  of  an 
affront  offered  to  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  arms,  which 
they  had  taken  down  from  a  tree  where  the  Dutch  had 
hung  them  up.  Not  bring  able  to  keep  their  ground, 
they  removed  to  the  eaft  end,  and  fettled  a  church  and 
town  (Southampton)  and  entered  into  a  civil  combination, 

intending 
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6j8iSt0^independent  °f  any  of  the  colonies.  An-' 
other  diftmCt  government  was  forming  at  the  mouth  of 

onneChcut  river  by  the  agent  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal 

were  ft  HI  r°°£e!.  WhM  W’‘h  °ther  Perfons  of  diftindion, 

P  I,nNeW'England’  and  compa! 

form  hf  7rC  mtend,nSt0  rernove}  intended  hkewife  to 
laftT™  ePara^.e g°vernments.  But  this  humour  did  not 

or  rnn?S;  3  V™ ?’  3,1  the  coloi'i  *  found  an  union 
or  confederacy  neceffary  for  their  defence,  not  only  agamft 

i  ,nd‘ans’  but  aSa,nft  the  French  and  Dutch  ;  and  there 
could  be  no  encouragement  for  fmall  bodie  of  men  to  fit 
down  any  where,  independant  or  unconnected.  All  that 
liad  begun  any  fettlements  between  the  MalLchufets  and 
the  Dutch  (the  Rhode  Flanders  excepted,  who  were  co- 

d  reXCe^-°n  the  fea’  by  tbe  other  colonies)  joined 
with  Connecticut  or  New-Haven,  and  all  to  the  eaft- 

warb,  whether  in  New-Hamplhire,  Province  of  Mam 
or  the  country  further  eaft,  applied  to  the  Maflachufets 
tnat  they  might  incorporate  with  them. 

"I  he  year  1638  was  memorable  for  a  very  great  earth- 
quake  throughout  New-F.ngland.  The  fluke,  by  the 
printed  accounts  of  it,  and  from  manufeript  letters,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  equal  to  that  in  1727,  the  pewter  in 

anLi  the  tops  of 

chimnies  in  iome  places  fhook  down,  but  the  noife 
though  great,  not  fo  furprizing  as  that  of  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned.  The  courfe  of  it  was  from  weft  to  eaft.  This  was 
a  remarkable  aera.  So  Jong  after  the  earthquake  was  as 
common  an  expreffion  with  the  people  of  New- England, 

or  many  years,  as  it  feems  to  have  been  heretofore  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael  f . 

Harvard  College  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1638. 
Two  years  before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred 
pounds  towards  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  but  Mr. 
John  Harvard,  a  wortny  minifier  of  Charleftown,  dy¬ 
ing  this  year  and  having  given  a  great  part  of  his  eftate, 
between  feven  and  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  fame  ufe, 

+  JvbnJh’r, — Hnllard, 
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the  fchool  took  the  name  of  Harvard  College  by  an 
order  of  Court  *.  _  , 

In  1639,  the  former  governor  and  deputy  governor  1639 
were  continued,  and  the  fameaffiftants,  except  Mr,  Harla- 
kenden,  who  died  in  the  colony,  and  I  fuppofe  the  laft  year* 

Straits  and  difficulties,  at  the  beginning  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  had  produced  induftry  and  good  hufbandry,  and 
then  they  foon  raifed  provifions  enough  for  their  own 
fupport,  and  an  overplus  for  exportation.  We  hear  but 
little  of  trade  for  the  firft  feven  years,  except  a  fmall 
traffick  with  the  natives  by  barter  of  toys,  and  the  few 
utenfils,  tools  and  cloathing  they  at  firft  thought  neceflfary, 
in  exchange  for  furs  and  fkins.  What  the  planters  brought 
with  them  confided,  principally,  of  materials  for  their 
buildings,  necefiary  tools  for  their  hufbandry,  flock  for 
their  farms,  and  cloathing  for  themfelves  and  families  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  more  eftate  than  was  fufficient  for 
thefe  purpofes,  were  country  gentlemen  and  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  commerce,  as  Winthrop,  Dudley,  Bellingham, 
Bradftreet,  &c.  and  never  employed  themfelves  in  it, 

(Mr.  Winthrop  built  a  fmall  barque  called  the  B! effing, 
which  was  employed  to  import  corn  from  the  louthern 
Indians  when  the  colony  was  in  want,  but  flue  was  foon 

*  The  firft  mailer  of  the  college  was  Nathaniel  Eaton,  who  was  a 
good  fcholar,  but  had  not  the  other  qualities  requifite  for  the  inflruc- 
tion  and  government  of  youth.  He  was  charged  with  avarice,  in  with¬ 
holding  neceffary  or  convenient  commons,  and  with  cruelty,  in  beat¬ 
ing  his  ufher  with  a  cudgel  whilft  two  of  his  fervants  held  him  out 
by  the  legs  and  arms.  His  conduct  having  been  enquired  into  by  the 
court,  in  1639,  he  was  thereupon  difplaced,  fined  100  marks  and  or¬ 
dered  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  Mr.  Brifcoe  whom  he  had  cruelly  beat* 

-After  the  fentence  of  the  court,  he  was  excommunicated  from  the 
church  at  Cambridge.  He  complained  that  the  church  had  enquired 
into  his  caie  before,  and  fully  underftood  it  and  pafTed  no  cen¬ 
sure  upon  him  ;  but  when  they  knew  the  opinion  of  the  court,  they 
conformed  to  that.  He  went  to  Virginia.  After  the  refloration  he 
was  in  England,  conformed  and  had  a  living,  and  is  faid  to  have  re-- 
venged  himfelfupon  all  nonconformills,  being  greatly  inflrumental  in 
their  perfections.  He  was  educated  under  Dr.  Ames  in  Holland,  and 
now n  to  Mr.  Hooker  whilft  there,  who  fays  he  did  not  approve  of 
his  fpirit,  and  feared  the  ifTue  of  his  being  received  here,  & c.  He  was 
fucceedea  by  Mr.  Henry  Dunftar,  well  efteemed  for  his  learning,  piety 
and  lpirit  of  government. 
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1639  call  away)  and  people  in  general  turned  their  minds  to 
provide  comfortable  lodgings,  and  to  bring  under  im¬ 
provement  fo  much  land  as  would  afford  them  neceflary 
iupport,  and  this  was  enough  to  employ  them.  After  a 
few  years,  by  hard  labour  and  hard  fare,  the  land  pro¬ 
duced  more  than  was  confumed  by  the  inhabitants ;  the 
overpluses  fent  abroad  to  the  Weft-Indies,  the  Wine- 
Iflands,  occ.  fveturns  were  made  in  the  produce  of  the 
lefpeftive  countries  and  in  bullion,  the  moft  of  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  furs  procured  from  the  natives,  went  to 
England  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  continually  neceffary 
from  thence.  As  hands  could  be  fpared  from  hufbandry 
and  labour  in  providing  their  houfes,  they  were  taken  off, 
andfomeemployed  in  fawing  boards,  fplittingftaves,fhin- 
gles  and  hoops,  others  in  the  fifhery,  and  as  many  as  were 
capable  of  itin building  fmall  veffels  forthe  fifhery  and  for 
coafting  and  foreign  trade.  Thus  gradually  and  infenfibly 
they  feem  to  have  fallen  into  that  trade  moft  natural  to 
the  country  and  adapted  to  their  peculiar  circumftances, 
without  any  premeditated  fcheme  or  projection  for  that 
purpofe.  The  primary  views,  in  their  removal,  were  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Merchants,  and 
others  for  the  fake  of  gain  when  they  faw  a  profpeft  of 
it  afterwards,  came  over  and  incorporated  with  them,  and 
caufedagreat  increafe  of  commerce,  and  led  the  legiflators 
to  meafures  for  the  further  improvement  of  in  For  en¬ 
couraging  the  fifhery,  an  aft  was  made,  this  year,  to  free 
all  eftates,  employed  in  catching  making  or  transporting 
fifh,  from  ail  duties  and  public  taxes;  and  all  perfons  were 
reftrained,  by  penalty,  from  ufing  any  cod  or  bafs  fifh  for 
manuring  the  ground;  and  all  fifhermen  during  the  fea- 
fon  for  bufinefs,  and  all  Ihip-builders*  were  by  the  fame 
aft  excufed  from  trainings.  Sumptuary  laws  were  made 
for  reftraining  excefs  in  apparel  and  other  expences ;  a 
fprit  of  induftry  and  frugality  prevailed  ;  and  thofe  who 
lived  in  the  next  age  fpealc  of  this  as  the  aurea  alas  in 
which  religion  and  virtue  flourifhed  :  But  it  was  not  long 
before  many  became  difeontented  and  encouraged  pro¬ 
jects  for  their  removal,  "  ,  <  j 

o  In 


MASS  ACHUSETS-B  A  Y,  95 

In  the  year  1640,  Mr.  Dudley  was  governor  and  Mr.  164O 
Bellingham  deputy  governor  ;  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  former 
governor,  one  of  the  affiftants  ;  the  reft  the  fame  as  the 
laft  year.  The  importation  of  fettlers  now  ceafed.  The 
motive  to  tranfportation  to  America  was  over,  by  the 
change  in  the  affairs  of  England.  They,  who  then  pro* 
feffed  to  be  able  to  give  the  beft  account,  fay,  that  in  298 
fhips,  which  were  the  whole  number  from  the  beginning 
of  the  colony,  there  arrived  *  21200  paffengers,  men 
women  and  children,  perhaps  about  4000  families  i'. 

Since  which,  more  perfons  have  removed  out  of  New- 
England  to  other  parts  of  the  world  than  have  come 
from  other  parts  to  it;  and  the  number  of  families,  at 
this  day,  in  the  four  governments  may  be  fuppofed  to 
be  lefs  rather  than  more  than  the  natural  encreafe  of  four 
thoufand.  This  fudden  flop  had  a  furprizing  effefl  upon 
the  price  of  cattle.  They  had  loft  the  greateft  part  of 
what  they  intended  for  the  firft  fupply,  in  the  paffage 
from  Europe.  As  the  inhabitants  multiplied,  the  de-  l 
mand  for  the  cattle  increafed,  and  the  price  of  a  milch  ) 
cow  had  kept  from  25  to  30  1.  but  fell  at  once  this  ye^r 
to  5  or  61.  A  farmer,  who  could  lpare  but  one  cow  in 
a  year  out  of  his  ftock,  ufed  to  cioath  his  family  with  the 
price  of  it  at  the  expence  of  the  new  comers  ;  when  j 
this  failed  they  were  put  to  difficulties.  Although  they  j 
judged  they  had  12000  neat  cattle,  yet  they  had  but/ 
about  3000  fheep  in  the  colony. 

*  Mr.  Neale  fuppofes  tnis  to  be  impofnble,  but  the  number  is  not 
great  for  io  many  fhips.  If  we  allow  half  of  them  for  tranfporting 
goods,  and  1 40  fouls  to  each  of  the  other,  it  will  make  the  number. 

Many  of  the  lliips  were  large,  in  the  firft  fleet  efpecially. 

f  A  modeft  computation  then  made  of  the  whole  charge  of  trans¬ 
portation  of  the  perfons,  their  goods,  the  ftock  of  cattle,  provifions 
until  they  could  fupport  themfclves,  neceffaries  for  building,  artillery, 
arms  and  ammunition,  amounts  to  192,000  1.  fterling.  JohnJon.  A  dear 
purchafe,  if  they  had  paid  nothing  before  to  the  council  of  Plimouth, 
and  nothing  afterwards  to  the  fachems  of  the  country*  Well  might 
they  complain,  when  the  titles  to  their  lands  were  called  in  quefhon 
by  Sir  Edmond  Andros  ;  their  labour  in  clearing  and  improving  them 
was  of  more  value  than  the  lands  after  they  were  improved,  and  this 
other  expeoce  might  be  out  of  the  queftion, 
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1  ^4 1  afforded  not  fo  pleafing  a  profpe6L 
As  foon  as  the  country  ceafed  to  be  neceffary,  as  an  afy- 
jum  for  oppreffed  people  in  England,  Tome  of  thole  who 
had  been  the  greareft  benefactors  there  not  only  difcou- 
raged  any  further  tranfportation,  but  endeavoured  to  in¬ 
duce  iuch  as  had  gone  over  to  remove.  Had  the  fame 
changes  happened  in  England  fix  or  eight  years  fooner, 
the  continent  of  North  America  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  at  this  day  in  a  far  lefs  flourishing  eftate  than 
it  is.  Some  of  the  principal  men  wavered,  but  others 
were  more  refolute,  and  determined  not  to  forfake  their 
undertaking*. 

Lord  Say  and  Sea!  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  a  more 
fouthern  fetdement  in  the  Bahama  iflands.  He  had  en¬ 
gaged  Mr.  Humfries,  one  of  the  affiftants  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  colony,  in  the  defign,  with  a  promife  of  being  the 
governor  of  the  new  fetdement.  A  new  plan  cf  govern¬ 
ment  was  framed,  wholly  ariftocratical,  and  the  magi- 
firacy  to  be  hereditary  ;  but  exceptions  being  taken  to 
this  form  by  the  people,  it  was  altered  and  brought 
nearer  to  that  of  the  Maffachufetsf.  Mr.  Winthrop 

(the 


*  Mr.  Richard  Salftonftall  about  this  time,  and  I  fuppofe  upon  this 
occafion,  made  a  vow  to  God  that  he  would  not  leave  the  country 
whi  ft  the  ordinances  of  God  continued  there  in  purity.  Some  years 
after,  his  wife  was  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health  and  it  was  thought  fhe 
might  have  relief  by  phyficians  in  England.  He  applied  to  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton,  not  to  ablolve  him,  but  to  fatisfy  his  doubting  confcience.  Mr. 
Cotton  convinced  him  that  the  marriage  vow  was  the  moil  binding. 
MS'  y.  Cotton. 

4  It  is  obfervable  that  all  the  colonies,  before  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  Maryland  excepted,  fettled  a  model  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  themleives.  Virginia  had  been  many  years  diftraded  under 
the  government  of  preftdents  and  governors,  with  councils  in  vvhofe 
nomination  or  removal  the  people’ had  no  voice,  until  in  the  year 
1620  a  houfe  of  burgeffes  broke  out  in  the  colony  ;  the  King  nor 
the  grand  council  at  home  not  having  given  any  powers  or  directions 
for  it. — The  governor  and  affiftants  of  the  Maffiachufets  at  firft  in¬ 
tended  to  rule  the  people,  and,  as  we  have  obferved,,  obtained  their 
confent  for  it,  but  this  laded  two  or  three  years  only;  and  although 
there  is  no  colour  for  it  in  the  charter,  yet  a  houfe  of  deputies  appeared 
fudden]y,in  1634,  to  the  furprize  of  the  magiftrates  and  the  difappoint- 

ment 
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(the  ufual  governor  and  always  confidered  abroad  as  the  164.1 
head  of  the  colony)  had  wroie  to  Lord  Say,  reprefent- 
ing  to  his  Lordrtiip  that  it  feemed  evident  that  God  had 
chofen  New-England  to  plant  his  people  in,  and  that  it 

would 

mentof  their  fchemes  for  power* — Connecticut  foon  after  followed  the 
plan  of  the  iVlairachufets.— New-Haven,  altho’ the  people  had  the  higheft 
reverence  for  their  leaders  and  for  neir  30  years  in  judicial  proceeding 
fubmitted  to  the  msgidracy  (it  mud  however  be  remembred  that  it  was 
annually  eleded)  without  a  jury,  yet  in  matters  of  legifktion  the  peo¬ 
ple,  from  the  beginning,  would  have  their  fhare  by  their  representa¬ 
tive?. - — New-Hampfhire  combined  together  under  the  fame  form 

with  Maffachufets. - -Lord  Say  tempts  the  principal  men  of  the 

Maffachufets,  to  make  them  and  their  heirs  nobles  and  abfolute  go¬ 
vernors  of  anew  colony;  but,  under  this  plan,  they  could  find°no 
people  to  follow  them.— Baibadoes  and  the  leward  iflands,  began  in 
1625,  druggled  under  governors  and  councils  and  contending  proprie¬ 
tors  for  about  20  years.  Numbers  differed  death  by  the°arbitrary 
fentences  of  courts  martial,  or  other  ads  of  violence,  as  one  fide  or 
the  other  happened  to  prevail.  '  At  length,  in  1645,  the  M  affem- 
bly  was  called,  and  no  reafon  given  but  this,  viz.  That,  by  the  arant 
to  the  Rail  of  v^arlifle,  the  inhabitants  w’ere  to  enjoy  all  the  liberties, 
privileges  and  franchifes  of  Englilh  fubjeds,  and  therefore,  as  it  is 
alfo  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  grant,  could  not  legally  be  bound  or 
charged  by  any  ad  without  their  own  confect.  Tilts  grant,  in  1627, 
was  made  by  Charles  the  fird,  a  Prince  not  the  mo  if  tender  of  the 
fubjeds  liberties.  After  the  redoration  there  is  no  indance  of  a  co¬ 
lony  fettled  without  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  nor  any  attempt 
to  deprive  the  colonies  of  this  privilege,  except  in  the  arbitrary  reign 
of  King  James  the  fecond.  The  colonies,  which  are  to  be  fettled 
in  the  new  acquired  countries,  have  the  fulled  aflurance-  by  his 
jefty’s  proclamation,  that  the  fame  form  of  government  fhall  be  eda- 
blifhed  tnere.  I  erhaps  the  fame  edablifhment  in  Canada,  and  the 
full  privileges,  of  Britifh  fubjeds  conferred  upon  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  there,  might  be  the  means  of  firmly  attaching  them  totheBri- 
tidi  intered;  and  civil  liberty  tend  alfo  to  deliver  them  by  degrees 
Tom  their  religious  da  very*  The  inhabitants  of  Acadie  or  Nova- 
Scotia  lived,  above  forty  years  after  the  redudion  of  Port  Royal, 
uacei  the  government  of  their  pneds.  No  form  of  civil  government 
was  edablifhed,  ana  they  had  no  more  affedion  for  England  than  for 
Rudia.  The  military  authority  ferved  as  a  watch  to  prevent  confede¬ 
racies  or  combinations.  1  he  people  indeed  chofe  more  or  lefs  depu¬ 
ties  from  each  canton  or  divikon,  but  their  only  bufinefs  feems  to 
liave  been  to  receive  orders  from  the  governor,  and  to  prefent  peti¬ 
tions  to  him  from  the  people.  Temporal  offences,  unlefs  enormous, 
and  all  civil  controverfies  were  ordinarily  adjudged  and  determined 
by  their  fpiritoal  fathers.  {  afked  fome  of  the  mod  fenfible  of  the 
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1641  would  be  difpleafing  unto  him  that  this  work  ftould  be 
hindered  ;  and  that  fuch  as  had  been  well  inclined, 
it  not  with  their  perfons  yet  with  th?ir  fubftance, 
to  encourage  it,  fhould  defift  and  difcourage  it  by  in- 
iinuatingthat  there  was  no  pofiibility  of  fubfiftance  there  ; 
and  added,  that  God  would  never  have  fent  fo  many  of 
his  people  thither,  if  he  had  not  feen  the  place  fufficient 
to  maintain  them  or  intended  to  make  it  fo.  His  Lcrd- 
ihip  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  deny  great  part  of 
what  was  written,  particularly  the  evidence  of  God’s 
owning  his  people  in  the  country  of  New-England  ;  but 
alledged,  that  it  was  a  place  appointed  for  a  prefent 
refuge  only,  and  a  better  place  being  now  found  out  they 
ought  all  to  remove  there  §. 

It  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  the  colony  was  under 
great  doubts  as  to  their  fubfiftance.  All  could  not  be 
traders.  Much  labour  was  neceffary  to  the  clearing  a 
new  country  for  pafture  or  tillage  ;  after  three  or  four 
years  improvement  of  a  piece  of  ground,  they  found 
they  had  exhaufted  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  were 
obliged  to  go  upon  new  improvements.  They  never 
ufed  fuch  manure  as  would  keep  it  in  heart.  The  com¬ 
mon  praftice,  of  manuring  with  fifh,  left  the  land  in  a 
worfe  date  than  it  would  have  been  in  if  they  had  ufed  no 
manure  at  all,  or  than  any  other  manure,  even  lime, 
would  have  left  it.  This  caufed  many  of  them  to  have 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  country  and  to  defpair  of 
obtaining  a  livelihood  in  it,  and  great  numbers  had  de¬ 
termined  to  remove.  Some  were  perfuaded  to  alter  their 
refoiution,  but  others  perfifled.  A  church  had  been  ga- 

Acadians,  what  punifhment  the  priefls  could  inflift  to  anfwer  the  ends 
of  government.  They  anfwered  me  by  another  quelbon.  What  can 
be  a  greater  punifhment  than  the  forfeiture  of  our  falvation  ?  In  no 
part  of  the  romifh  church  the  bbnd  perfuafion,  of  the  power  of  the 
pridl  to  have  or  damny  was  ever  more  firmly  riveted  ;  and  although 
thefe  Acadians  have,  for  eight  years  pall,  been  fcattered  through  the 
Enghfh  colonies,  yet  I  never  could  hear  of  one  apoflate  or  fo  much  as 
a  wavering  perfon  among  them  all ;  and  if  the  Canadians  are  treated 
in  the  fame  manner,  they  will  probably  remain  under  the  fame  infa¬ 
tuation.  §  Hulbard, 

thered 
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thered  at  Providence,  and  news  came,  that  Mr.  Sher-  1644 
wood  the  paftor,  with  another  minifter,  had  been  lent 
home  prifoners  by  Carter  the  deputy  governor,,  and  that 
the  magiftrates  were  inclined  to  perfecution.  This  is  not 
incredible,  ever)  in  the  year  1641,  when  they  could  not 
have  expected  that  thefe  meafures  would  be  approved  in 
England,  for  Virginia  perfifted  in  oppofition  to  the  par¬ 
liament  many  yea. s  alter.  Whilft  fome  in  New-Eng- 
land  were  difcouraged  by  this  advice,  others  were  the 
more  confirmed,  looking  upon  it  their  duty  to  go  over 
and  {Lengthen  their  brethren.  Mr.  Humfries  had  met 
with  great  Ioffes  by  fire,  the  year  before,  and  was  der 
tained  in  New-England  by  his  private  affairs  for  this 
year;  but  a  company  embarked  with  Capt.  William 
Pierce,  who  was  of  the  firft  fleet  which  came  over  with 
the  charter,  and  a  very  noted  commander.  Upon  their 
arrival  at  Providence,  they  found  the  ifland  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  Spaniards.  They  had  (hot  in  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fort  before  they  difcovered  their  danger  ; 
and  in  coming  about,  Pierce  was  {lain  from  the  fort,  but 
the  veffel  got  clear  and  returned  to  New-England,  and 
the  defignsof  the  refl,  of  courfe,  were  at  an  end.  The 
Lords,  and  others  concerned  in  this  attempt  to  fettle  the 
Bahama  iflands,  fpent  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
which  was  entirely  loft  by  the  ifiand’s  being  taken  *. 

The  difficulties  particular  perfons  were  under,  and  the 
difference  of  fentiment  upon  private  affairs,  had  an  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  public  affairs.  The  election  this  year 
(1641),  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  voters, 
was  determined  in  favour  of  Mr.  Bellingham  for  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Winthrop  being  his  competitor,  by  a  majority 
of  fix  votes  only.  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  go¬ 
vernor.  It  was  difputed  whether  they  had  the  majority, 
and  it  was  fome  time,  Mr.  Plubbard  fays,  long,  before 
either  of  them  were  admitted  to  their  places.  The 
choice  feenrs  not  to  have  been  agreeable  to  the  general 

court,  for  the  firft  order  they  made,  was  to  repeal  3 

•  \  • 
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,64'  ?o  !r"owin8  one  h“"dr'!l  an"“a«y 

wwr  hCOlJ'’  this  year,  expecting  great  revolutions 
r  Z  L  ha.n<?„!n  England,  fent  over,  as  their  agents,  two 
p  t"-,minifrs’  Mr-  Thomas  Weld,  and  Mr.  Hu<di 

Pererst,  3nd  of  the  reprefcntatives>  Mr 

Lb, ns,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  intereft  of  the  colony. 
1  heir  particular  inftruaioris  have  not  been  preferved. 

rnmHln-  year  .a^0’  t'ie  pEhtation  at  Springfield,  upon 
Connect  river,  returned  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  die 
Maflachufets.  In  the  year  1636,.  as  has  been  obferved, 
£lle  towns  or  fettlements  on  Connecticut  river  be^an  A 
more  particular  account  of  the  fettlementof  that  colony 
wil!  perhaps  be  expe&d.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
f.  t?w,UrZ’  Eorchefter,  Cambridge  and  Watertown, 
*f  ]]X  Maff*chuf«s,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  colony 
.  Conned, cut.  Mr.  William  Pynchon,  beinc,  the 
principal  perfon  among  thofe  from  Roxbury  who  had 
pitched^  upon  a  place  higher  up  the  river  than  the  reft, 
callec,  by  the  Indians  Agawam,  he  changed  ihename  to 
Springfield  ■ .  His  manfion  houfe  was  at  a  town,  of 

*riatrnfme  England,  near  to  Chelmsford  in  Eflex. 
Tho,e  from  Dcrchefter  pitched  upon  a  place  below,  called 
}  t  c  Indians  Matraneaug  or  Cufhankamaugr.  Mr. 
uu  ow  was  the  principal  perfon  who  removed  with 
them.  Mr  Warham  their  minifter  and  the  whole  church 
to! lowed  the  next  year.  They  called  their  fettlement 

Wind, or.  The  Cambridge  people,  with  Mr.  Hooker  and 

Mr.  Stone  their  minifters,  and  Mr.  Haynes  who  the  year 

t  Weld  nor  Peters  ever  returned  to  New-England.  The  firft  as 
appears  by  fou-eof  his  letters,  had  a  living  at  Gate  fend  in  the  Bifh’op- 
"Cp  He  went  to  Ireland  with  Lord  Forbes,  but  came  back 

to  Eng  and  and  was  ejtded  in  King  Charles  the  fecond’s  reign.  The 
latter,  :,y  bufying  himfelf  too  much  with  politicks,  came  to  a  tra- 
g  cal  cue,  which  he  would  have  been  in  no  danger  of  if  he  had  re¬ 
turned  to  his  church  again.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  New- 

England,  was  fupported  after  his  death  by  a  colleftion  0/  sol.  a  year 
until  1671.  MS.  letter.  i  ’ 

*  ^H  firil  they  called  the  new  fettlements  by  the  names  of  the  towns 
they  had  left  in  the  bay. 
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before  had  been  governor  at  their  head,  were  feated  next  i 
below  at  a  place  called  Snckiang,  which  they  changed 
into  Hartford,  the  place  of  Mr.  Stone’s  nativity  in  Eng¬ 
land.  A  few  miles  below,  there  was  another  tra£t  of  in¬ 
terval  land  called  by  the  Indians  Pauquiang,  which  thofe 
of  H-artford  inrended  to  have  included  in  then  fettlement ; 
but  a  few  of  the  Watertown  people  were  too  quick  for  them. 
They  gave  it  the  name  of  Weathersficld.  The  commif- 
fion,  which  they  took  from  the  Maffachufets,  was  of  a 
prettv  extraordinary  nature.  I  he  preamble  to  it  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  the  lands,  which  they  intended  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of,  were  without  the  commonwealth  and  body  of 
the  Mafiachufets,  and  that  certain  noble  perfonages  in 
England,  by  virtue  of  a  patent,  challenged  the  jurifdic- 
tion^there  ;  but  their  minds  not  being  known  as  to  a  form 
of  government,  and  there  being  a  neceffity  tnat  iome  au¬ 
thority  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  they  therefore  appoint  Ro¬ 
ger  Ludlow,  Efq;  &c  *.  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  hear  and  determine,  in  a  judicial  way,  all  matters  in 
difference  between  party  and  party,  to  infli£t  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  imprilonment  and  fines,  and  to  make  and  de¬ 
cree  orders  for  the  preient  as  fhali  be  neceffary  lor  the  plan¬ 
tation,  relative  to  trading,  planting,  building,  military 
difcipline  anddefenfive  war,  if  need  require,  and  to  convene 
the  inhabitants  in  general  court  if  it  fhali  be  thought  meet. 
The  commiffion  to  continue  no  longer  than  one  year,  and 
to  be  recalled  if  a  form  of  government  could  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  noble  perfonages,  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  commonwealth  of  the  Maffachufets,  &c. 

There  would  be  no  accounting  for  this  ftretch  of 
power  were  it  not  for  a  principle  at  that  time  generally 
received,  an  1  which  upon  a  queftion  was  determined  Iome 

years  after  by  the  general  court,  feme  of  the  members 

/ 

*  The  others  were  William  Pynchon,  Efq;  John  Steele,  William. 
Swaine,  Henry  Smith,  William  Phelpes,  William  W eihvood,  and 
Andrew  Warner, 

Mr.  Ludlow,  in  a  letter  from  Hartford,  lit  of  the  8th  Month,  1638, 
to  the  Mafiachufets  general  court,  obferves  they  had  defired  that  Con¬ 
necticut  would  forbear  exercifing  jurifdi&ion  at  Agawam. 
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was  b^ndtng^e vcn'^houeh ^th^61 ' ^  f°  COmmonwea,th 
refide  within  the  limits.^  C  perf°n  lhould  no  ]onSer 

ent^redTnwan  ariNG£hiS  COmmifl3on>  they  foon  after 
whirh  rh  ,i  pr^ITiCnt:  or  combination,  by  virtue  of 

eftabhIheYh0  ‘td  th'.mrd!es  a  body  politick  formed  and 

conftitutiops^s^heylhought  nec^ary^he  moVmteri*al 

the  not'n^akino-  Maflkch^ 

omces  therein.  Upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pynchon  and 

others  to  the  court  to  receiv£  fh*™  „„  •  y  ,  on  ana 
•  .  wuAt-  icceive  tnem  again.  an  ord^r 

afiertmg  the  court’s  rio-ht-  „  IvL  er  Pailed 
tr.  iVTt-  l  ,*  and  a  commiffion  was  granted 

to  Mr.  Pynchon  to  hold  courts  there  f ,  from  whol  fudT 

ments  an  appeal  Jay  to  the  court  of  affittanTs  *  J  S" 

'  >  *  • 

The 

p  * 

f  Mail*.  Records. 

^atSsftSt:  p"ty  r “««»'»>»  «r .  g».d 

£  ‘hv;t  n  ^ -■ »“  a."*rS2? 

ftrait  line  near  rh^.  n,  Nfaganfet  river  forty  leagues  upon  a 

or  weff  a  L  '  a  e  t0wafds  lh*  fouthwpft,  weft  and  by  Youth 

breadth  a  orefaid  fro^thl0"^  Yirginia’  and  3,1  lands  within  tke 

ii*  »o  ™;  dZ,:iz:fz  °ctV°cZ  sr* <*•  ,f°  ** 

«vr v-  r~ --  ^sktm 

PP  d\  Mr-  w"ithrop  their  agent,  to  Kinn  Charles  If  in 

viie^s 

an  afliftant  in  the  Maffachufets.  He  was‘fenfible  of  th effete 
in  the  charter  j  and  behdes,  this  colony  being  in  America  at  the 

tZw  beTet't"6  ^  the  powers  granted  them  would  na- 

*  ,  .{  pe  better  adapted  to  their  circumftances.  Mr  Winthron  ir 

6&  EtfA'H  rv  **  .**  jtsssrt 

c  tie  fiift  to  his  grandfather,  and  that  the  King  w*s  much 

jdeafed 
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The  fettlers  at  Pifcataqua,  about  the  fame  time,  fub-  16. 
mitted  themfelves  to  the  Maffachufets  government.  The 
fubmiffion  and  agreement  upon  record  is  as  follows : 

“  The  14th  of  the  4th  month,  164^ 

“  Whe  reas  fome  Lords,  Knights,  Gentlemen  and 
• 4  others  did  purchafe,  of  Mr.  Edward  Hilton  and  fome 
“  merchants  of  Briftol,  two  patents,  the  one  called  We- 
cohamet  or  Hilton’s  point,  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  Dover  or  Northam,  the  other  patent 
fet  forth  by  the  name  of  the  fouth  part  of  the  river 
Pafcataquack,  beginning  at  the  lea  fide  or  near  there¬ 
abouts,  and  coming  round  the  faid  land  by  the  river 
fide  unto  the  falls  of  Quamfcot,  as  may  more  fully  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  Lid  grant.  And  whereas  others  alfo,  re¬ 
ading  at  prefent  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid 
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pleafed  with  it.  When  they  were  finding  fault  with  the  Maffachufets, 
they  notwithflanding  eftabliflied  another  government,  much  of  the 
fame  forrn  and  the  fame  fort  of  people.  Rhode-Ifland  about  the  fame 
time  obtained  the  like  charter.  Certain  powers,  affumed  by  the 
Maffachufets,  not  mentioned  in  their  charter,  by  thefe  new  charters 
are  exprefly  granted  to  the  two  colonies.  Had  thefe  applications  been, 
delayed  two  or  three  years  longer  they  would  hardly  have  fucceeded. 
Piimouth,  which  had  as  much  reafon  to  expert  fuch  a  favour,  never 
could  obtain  it.  They  kept  folliciting,  one  time  after  another,  and 
were  amufed  with  general  promifes  of  favour  until  they  were  compre¬ 
hended  in  acommiffion  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  which  put  ^n  end  to 
their  expectations. — Mr.  afterwards  Colonel  Fenwick,  above-men¬ 
tioned,  by  his  laft  will,  proved  in  Suflex  in  England,  April  27,  1657, 
gave  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  public  ufe  of  the  country  of  New- 
England,  if- his  loving  friend  Mr.  Edward  Hopkins  fliould  think  fit, 
and  to  be  employed  as  he  fhould  order  and  direft.  Mr.  Hopkins  died 
a  day  or  two  before  Colonel  Fenwick,  and  by  his  will  left  at  leaf!: 
2000 1.  to  be  employed  for  breeding  youth  at  the  grammar  fchool  and 
URiverfity  in  New-England.  The  queftion  was,  whether  the  cook 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Fenwick’s  vyill,  be  not  recoverable  from  the  exe- 

£!?trix  laid  wil,‘  Tili.s  was  propofed  to  Serjeant  Maynard.  Anff 

.ne^aiipontion  to  the  charitable  ufe  being  with  condition  of  Mr.  Hop- 

.  ins  s  approvement,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  dying  before  the  tefhtor,  is 
impomble,  and  the  charitable  ufe  becomes  abfolute  and  ought  now  to 
be  performed.  John  Maynard.  I  never  heard  that  any  part  of  this 
egacy  was  recovered.  Mr.  Hopkins’s,  or  part  of  it,  was  decreed  by 
jor  Chancellor  Cowper,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  and  the  col¬ 
lege  eitate  in  Hopkinton  was  purchafed  therewith.  MS,  letters . 

“  grants^ 
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'  Srants?  have,  of  late  and  formerly,  complained  of  the 
“  want  of  fome  good  government  amongft  them,  and 
defired  fome  help  in  this  particular  from  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  the  Maftachufets  bay,  whereby  they  may  be  ruled 
and  ordered  according  unto  God  both  in  church  and 
“  common  weal  •,  and  for  avoiding  of  fuch  unfufferable 
“  diforders  whereby  God  hath  been  much  difhonoured 
amongft  them,  thefe  gentlemen  whole  names  are  here 
“  fpecified,  George  Willys,  gent.  Robert  Saltonftall, 
“  £ent-  William  Whiting,  Edward  Holioke,  Thomas 
“  Makepeace,  partners  in  the  laid  patent,  do,  in  the  be- 
“  half  of  the  reft:  of  the  patentees,  difpofe  of  the  lands 
*'  ar>d  jurifdiffion  of  the  premifes  as  followeth  ;  being 
'**  willing  to  further  fuch  a  good  work,  have  hereby,  for 
“  themfelves  and  in  the  name  of  the  reft  of  the  patentees, 
“  g'ven  up  and  fet  over  all  that  power  or  jurifdi&ion  of 
“  government  of  the  faid  people  dwelling  or  abiding 
“  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid  patents  unto  the  go^ 
“  vernment  of  the  Maftachufets  bay,  by  them  to°be 
“  ruled  and  ordered  in  all  caufes  criminal  and  civil,  as 
<(  inhabitants  dwelling  within  the  limits  of  Maftachufets 
“  government,  and  to  be  fubjeft  to  pay  in  church  and 
“  commonwealth  as  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Maftachufets 
“  Bay  do,  and  no  other  ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  two 
“  patents  to  enjoy  the  like  liberties  as  other  freemen  do 
“  within  the  faid  Maftachufets  government ;  and  that 
“  there  lhall  be  a  court  of  juftice  kept  within  one  of  the 
“  two  patents,  which  lhalJ  hi.ve  the  fame  power  that  the 
“  courts'at  Salem  and  Ipfvvich  have.  Provided  always, 
“  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  one  of  the  faid  patents, 
“  that  is  to  fay,  that  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Pifca- 
“  taquack,  and  in  the  other  patent  one  third  part  of  the 
land  with  all  improved  land  in  the  faid  patent  to  the 
“  Lords  and  gentlemen  and  owners  (hall  be  and  remain, 

“  unto  them  their  heirs  and  affigns  forever,  as  their  proper  • 
“  right,  as  having  true  intereft  therein,  faving  the  inte- 
“  reft  of  jurifdidion  to  the  Maftachufets.  And  the  faid 
“  patent  of  Wecohamet  fhall  bedivided,  as  formerly  is  ex- 
“  prtfled,  by  indifferent  men,  equally  chofen  on  both  fides, 

/  “  whereby 


whereby  the  plantation  may  be  furthered  and  all  occafion  1 64 1 
of  difference  avoided.  And  this  honoured  court  of  the 
<c  Maffachufets  doth  hereby  promife  to  be  helpful  to  the 
<£  maintenance  of  the  right  of  the  faid  patentees  in  both  the 
“  patents  all  legal  couries  in  a,ny  part  of  their  junfdiction. 

Subfcribed  by  the  aforenamed  gentlemen,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  general  court  afiembled,  the  day  afore- 
<c  written  *.55 

The  river  of  Newichewannock,  or  Pifcataqua,  is  faid  to 
have  been  firft  difcoverecl  by  Capt.  Smith  or  fome  employ¬ 
ed  by  him  in  1614  or  1615.  De  Monts,  ten  years  before, 
had  been  at  Kennebeck  and  Saco,  and  fome  leagues  further 
weftward  along  (hore  •,  but  ftruck  over  from  fome  part  of 
Welles,  by  the  delcription  he  gives  of  the  coaft,  to  Cape 
Ann,  which  he  calls  Cape  Louft,  and  from  thence  to  Cape 
Blanc,  which  mu  ft  be  Cape  Cod.  In  the  year  1623,  feve- 
rcsl  gentlemen,  merchants  and  others  in  the  weft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  belonging  to  Briftol,  Exeter,  Dorchefter,  Shrews¬ 
bury,  Plimouth,  &c.  having  obtained  patents  from  the 
council  of  Plimouth  for  fevera!  partsof  New~England,and 
being  encouraged  by  the  p!antation  of  New-Plimouth,  and 
the  reports  of  fifhermen  who  had  made  voyages  upon  the 
coaft,  projedled  and  attempted  a  ftfnery  about  Pifcataqua, 
and  fent  over  David  Thompfon,  together  with  Edward 
Hilton  and  William  Hilton,  who  had  been  fifhmongers  in 
London,  and  fome  others,  with  all  neceflaries  for  their  purr 
pofe.  The  Hiltons  fet  up  their  ftages  fome  diftance  above 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  a  place  fince  called  Dover.  Some 
others  of  the  company,  about  the  fame  time,  feized  on  a 
place  below  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  called  Little  Har¬ 
bour,  where  they  built  the  firft  houfe.  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  and  Capt.  John  Mafon  were  of  this  company,  and 
the  place  where  this  houfe  was  built  with  three  or  four 
thoufand  acres  of  land  for  a  manor  or  lordfhip,  by  con- 
fentof  the  reft  of  the  undertakers,  was  affigned  to  Capt. 
Mafon,  and  the  houfe  took  the  name  of  Mafon-hali  J*. 

*  MaiT.  Records. 

t  The  Chimney  and  part  of  the  Rone  wall  were  Handing  in  the  year 
1680.  Hubbard* 

These 
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3^4^  3  Hc.se  Settlements  went  on  very  Slowly  for  Seven  yesrs 

after;  and  in  1631,  when  Edward  Colcott  *  firft  came 
over,  there  were  but  three  houfes  in  all  that  fide  of  the 
country  adjoining  to  Pifcataqua  river.  There  had  been 
Some  expence  befides  about  fait  works.  The  affairs  of 
the  great  council  of  Piimouth,  from  firft  to  Jaft,  were 
canted  on  in  a  confided  manner.  There  have  been  fix 
or  Seven  Several  grants  of  the  lands  between  Merrimack 
and  Kennebec k.  v\hether  any  of  them,  btfides  thofe  to 
Gorges  and  the  MaSfachufets,  are  at  this  day  of  any  va- 
ii  rcy  I  will  not  determine  f.  In  1629,  Gorges  and  Ma- 
fon  are  Said  to, have  taken  a  patent  together  for  all  the 
lands  between  the  two  rivers  ;  and  by  mutual  agreement, 
ana  by  a  diftineft  patent,  all  the  lands  from  Pifcataqua  to 
Merrimack  were  aftigned  to  Mafon  J.  Gorges  feems  to 
have  laid  no  great  SI  refs  upon  his  title,  for  in  1639,  he 
obtained  a  patent  under  the  great  feal  from  King  Charles 
the  firth  The  Lord  Say  and  Brooke,  who  were  very  ge¬ 
neral  adventurers,  they  purchafed  the  Bristol  men’s  Share, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  the  firft  company’s  interest. 
Some  perfons  of  Shrewsbury  held  the  other  third.  Capt. 
"Wiggan  was  made  the  agent  for  the  Shrewsbury  men. 
In  the  year  1630,  Captain  Neale,  with  three  others, 
came  over  to  Pifcataqua  to  fuperinterid  the  affairs  of  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Mafon,  and  the  reft,  but  principally 
to  dilcover  a  new  country,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  I  .aconia,  and  which  in  Gorges’s  hiftory  is  very  pom- 
poufly  deferibed.  Champlain,  many  years  before  this, 
had  given  his  own  name  to  Lake  Iroquois,  and  the  Eng¬ 
lish*  it  may  be,  were  informed  by  the  Indians  fomething 
of  the  geography  of  the  country,  and  of  other  lakes  on 
the  back  of  Nevv-England,  and  no  doubt  the  rumour 
was  carried  over  to  England.  Neale  fpent  three  years  in 
fearching  out  his  new  country,  but  could  not  find  it  and 
fo  returned.  •  Nothing  elfe  memorable  is  mentioned  of 

*  '  '  N. 

*  He  was  afterwards  chofe,  by  fome  of  the  planters  about  Dover, 
their  head  or  governor.  Hubbard . 

f  Benighton’s  patent,  upon  Saco  river,  was  early,  and  divers  perfons 
hold  under  it.  p  Hubbard* 

‘  ’  "  ’  Neale, 
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Neale,  except  that  he  forbad  Wiggan  fettling  a  point  of  1641 
land  betwixt  Dover  and  Exeter.  Wiggan  went  on,  and 
determined  to  defend  his  right  by  the  fword.  The  other 
threatned  as  high,  and  from  what  might  have  happened, 
the  difputed  land  took  the  name  of  Bloody  Point,  which 
it  retains  to  this  day.  The  Lords  Say  and  Brooke  a  no, 
made  Wiggan  their  agent  for  the  term  of  feven  years  5, 
during  which  time  the  intereft  was  not  greatly  ad  vanced, 
the  whole  being  fold  to  him,  at  the  expiration  of  the 

term,  for  fix  hundred  pounds. 

Soon  after  the  year  1631,  one  Mr.  Williams  came 
over  from  England,  lent  alfo  by  Gorges  and  Malon  to 
take  care  of  their  falt-works.  Mr.  Chadburne  %  with 
feveral  other  planters  and  traders,  came  over  with  him. 
Thefe  began  the  fettlement  of  Strawberry  bank  (Portf- 
mouth)  and  after  Neale  went  away  they  are  fuppofed  either 
to  have  entered  into  an  agreement  and  to  have  chofen 
Williams  for  their  governor,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
difcreet  fenfible  man  and  a  gentleman,  or  elfe  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  company  in  England.  There  was  a  grant 
of  a  fum  of  money  for  building  a  parfonage  houfe  and  a 
chapel,  and  for  a  glebe  of  50  acres  of  land  to  be  annexed, 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Strawberry  bank  to  Thomas 
Walford  and  Henry  Sherburn,  church  wardens,  and 
their  fucceffors,  &c.  and  this  was  figned  by  Francis  Wil¬ 
liams  governor,  Ambrofe  Gibbons  afliftant,  and  1  8  in¬ 
habitants,  dated  May  25,  1640.  Williams  icon  after 
removed  to  Barbados.  The  firft  who  enterprized  the 
fettlement  of  Pifcataqua  had  fome  religious  as  well  as 
civil  views,  and  a  puritan  minifter  Mr.  Leveridge,  a 
worthy  man,  came  over  with  Capt.  Wiggan  in  1633,  but 
not  being  fupported  he  removed  to  the  fouthward  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Burdet,  who  has  not  left  fo  good 
a  charadler.  Not  contented  with  his  facred  function,  he 
invaded  the  civil  government,  and  thruft  out  Capt.  Wig¬ 
gan,  and  affumed  the  place  of  governor  himfelf. 

*  Mr.  Chadburne  had  the  direction  of  the  artificers  who  built  what 
was  called  the  great  houfe  at  Strawberry  bank.  His  pofterity  are 
fettled  on  the  other  fide  the  river  in  the  province  of  Main. 
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hadNnrte,r/n  l'niC’  tl,e  Lords,  and  others  concerned, 
had  PI  eva.k-d  upon  leveral  perfons  of  good  effaces  and 

who  made  profeffion  of  religion,  to  tranlplant  themfelves 
and  famihes  to  I  ilcataqua,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  make  inha¬ 
bitants  enough  for  a  confiderable  townfhip  ;  and  having 
no  charter  commiffion  or  power  of  government  from  the 
crown,  they  were  under  neceffity  of  entring  into  a  com¬ 
bination  or  agreement  among  themfelves,  which  was  in 
tne  following  form  : 

“  Whereas  fundry  mifchiefsand  inconveniencies  have 
befallen  us,  and  more  and  greater  may,  in  regard  of  want 
of  civil  government,  his  gracious  Majefty  having  fettled  no 
oi  er  for  us  to  our  knowledge,  we  whole  names  are  under 
written,  being  inhabitants  upon  the  river  Pifcataqua,  have 
voluntarily  agreed  to  combine  ourfelves  into  a  body  poli- 

!!fi  tbM  the  more  comfortably  enjoy  the  benefit 

f  his  Majefty  s  laws  ;  and  do  hereby  actually  e  no  age  our- 

fe  ves  to  lubmit  to  his  royal  Majefty ’s  laws,  together  with 
all  fuch  Jaws  as  (hall  be  concluded  by  a  major  part  of  the 
freemen  of  our  fociety,  in  cafe  they  be  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  England,  and  adminiftred  in  behalf  of  his 
Majefty.  And  this  we  have  mutually  promifed  and  en¬ 
gaged  to  do,  and  lo  to  continue  till  his  excellent  Majefty 
Ihall  give  other  orders  concerning  us.  In  witnefs  whereof 
we  have  hereunto  fee  our  hands  Odtob.  22.  in  the  16th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  King  ol  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ire¬ 
land,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.” 

Signed  by  Thomas  Larkham,  Richard  Waldron, 
William  Waldron,  with  thirty  eight  more. 
About  the  fame  time,  viz.  in  ,638,  Mr.  Wheelwright 
the  min  liter  who  had  been  banifhed  from  the  Maftachu- 
lets,  with  a  number  of  perfons  who  adhered  to  him,  began 
a  plantation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  bay  up  Pifcata¬ 
qua  river,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Exeter.  They 
thought  it  neceftary  likewile  to  form  themfelves  into  a 
body  politic,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  af- 
ia  is  of  their  plantation.  1  lie  inftrument.  which  they  de¬ 
termined  upon,  was  of  the  following  form  : 

tD 

*  “  Whereas 
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<c  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  move  the  164.1 
heart  of  our  dread  Sovereign  Charles,  &c.  to  grant  licence 
and  liberty  to  fundry  of  his  fubjedts  to  plant  themfelves  in 
the  weftern  parts  of  America:  We  his  loyal  fubje&s, 
members  of  the  church  of  Exeter,  fituate  and  lying  upon 
the  river  Pifcataqua,  with  other  inhabitants  there,  con- 
fidering  with  ourfelves  the  holy  will  of  God  and  our  own 
neceffity,  that  we  fhould  not  live  without  whoifomelaws 
and  civil  government  amongft  us,  of  which  we  are  altoge¬ 
ther  deflitute,  do,  in  the  name  of  Chrifb  and  in  the  fight 
of  God,  combine  ourfelves  together  to  eredt  and  fet  up 
among  us  fuch  government  as  fhall  be,  to  our  beft  difcern- 
ing,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God;  profefling  ourfelves 
fubjeft  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles,  according  to 
the  liberty  of  the  Englifh  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  and 
binding  ourfelves  folemnly,  by  the  grace  and  helpofChrift 
and  in  his  name  and  fear,  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  all  fuch 
chriftian  laws  as  are  eftablifhed  in  the  realm  of  England, 
to  our  beft  knowledge,  and  to  all  other  fuch  laws  which 
fhall  upon  good  grounds  be  made  and  enadted  among  us 
according  to  God,  that  we  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably 
together  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty.  Odtober  4,  1639, 

John  Wheelwright,  William  Wentworth,  George  Wal¬ 
ton,”  with  32  more.  Captain  Underhill,  an  enthufiaft 
who  obtained  his  afturance,  as  he  expreffed  himfelf  before 
the  church  of  Bofton,  while  he  was  taking  a  pipe  of  the 
"good  creature  tobacco*,  and  who  was  at  the  fame  time 
a  very  immoral  man,  and  for  adultery  had  been  excom¬ 
municated,  joined  Mr.  Wheelwright’s  company,  and 
played  his  card  fo  well,  that  he  obtained  the  place  of  go¬ 
vernor  over  them,  and  alfo  over  the  other  company  at  Do¬ 
ver,  they  having  quarrelled  with  Mr.  Burdetthc  minifter, 
who  removed  to  York.  There  was  a  ftrong  party  againft 
Underhill,  which  caufed  great  difturbance  and  confufion. 

At  the  fame  time  they  were  as  much  divided  in  their  ec- 
clefiaftical  affairs.  They  at  Dover  had  one  Mr.  Knolles 
for  their  minifter,  but  Mr.  Larkham  arriving  there  from 
Northam  near  Barnftable  in  England,  many  people  were 
*  Hubbard,  & c, 

taken 
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1641  taken  with  him  and  determined  to  difmifs  Knolles;  but 

is  paity  flood  by  him,  and  he  and  his  company  excom¬ 
municated  Larkham.  He  in  return  laid  violent  hands  on 
ilnolles.  The  magiftrates  took  part,  fome  on  one  fide 
and  lome  on  the  other;  but  Larkham’s  party,  beino* 
weakeft,  lent  to  Williams  the  governor  below  for  affif- 
tance,  who  came  up  with  a  company  of  armed  men,  befet 
Knolles  s  houfe,  where  Underhill  the  governor  then  was, 
called  him  to  account,  fet  a  fine  upon  him  and  fome  others 
who  had  been  concerned  m  the  riot,  and  obliged  them  to 
remove  from  the  plantation.  Knolles  was  a  rigid  antino- 
mian  *,  his  piadlice  was  agreeable  to  his  principles.  He  was 
charged  with  being  too  familiar  with  fome  of  his  female 
domeflicks,  and  found  it  neceffary  to  depart.  Larkham, 
a  zealous  churchman,  foon  followed  him  for  an  offence  of 
tne  fame  nature  *.  Thus  we  fee  three  diflinft  colonies  and 
independent  governments  formed  upon  Pifcataqua  river. 

During  thefe  tranfacflions,  the  Maflachufets  people 
were  enquiring  into  the  bounds  of  their  patent.  In  1639* 
they  fent  perfons  to  find  out  the  northermoft  part  of 
Merrimack  river.  A  line  to  run  eaft,  from  three  miles 
north  of  the  head  of  the  river,  will  take  in  the  whole  of 
New-Hampfhii  e -f .  1  hey  determined  therefore  that  it 

came  within  their  jurifdidtion,  and  from  that  time  they 
allowed  plantations  to  be  fettled,  particularly  at  Hampton, 
as  readily  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and  exer¬ 
ted  jurifdidion  over  them  ;  but  they  left  thofe  upon  the 
river  to  their  liberty  ;  and  it  was  their  inability  to  pre- 
ieive  order  among  themlelves  which  occafioned  the  ap¬ 
plication  and  fubmiffion  which  has  already  been  men¬ 
tioned.  At  their  feffion  in  O&ober  the  court  palled  the 
following  order  : 

*  f  have  taken  the  principal  fads,  relative  to  the  fettlemcnt  of  Pif¬ 
cataqua,  from  Hubbard's  and  other  original  antient  manufcripts. 

f  1  he  bourn  s  in  the  charter  being  three  miles  fouth  of  Charles  ri¬ 
ver  and  all  and  every  part  thereof,  and  three  miles  north  of  Merri¬ 
mack  ad  all  and  ever)  part  thereof,  and  ali  1  nds  within  the  limits 
alorei  ’  in  ;aiitudc  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude,  &c. 
they  nnpofed  they  had  a  right  to  llie  ch  their  line  eaft  from  the  head 
of  Merrimack  to  the  ocean. 


“  Whereas 
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<c  Whereas  it  appeareth  that,  by  the  extent  of  the  1641 
line  according  to  our  patenr,  the  river  of  Pifcataquack 
is  within  the  jtirifdi&ion  of  the  Maflachufets,  and  con¬ 
ference  being  had  at  feveral  times  with  the  faid  people 
and  fome  deputed  by  the  general  court  for  the  fettling 
and  eftablifhing  of  order  in  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  there ;  it  is  now  ordered  by  the  general  court* 
holden  at  Bolton  this  9th  day  of  the  8th  month  164c* 
and  with  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ri¬ 
ver*  as  followeth.  Imprimis,  That  from  henceforth 
the  faid  people,  inhabiting  there,  are  and  (hall  be  ac¬ 
cepted  and  reputed  under  the  government  of  the  Maf¬ 
lachufets,  .as  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  faid 
jurifdiction  are.  Alfo,  that  they  fhall  have  the  fame 
order  and  way  of  adminiftration  of  juft  ice,  and  way  of 
keeping  courts  as  is  eftabliflied  at  Iplwich  and  Salem  *. 

Alio  they  fhall  be  exempted  from  all  pubiick  charges, 
other  than  thofe  that  fhall  arife  for  or  from  among 
themfelves,  or  from  any  adlion  or  courfe  that  may  be 
taken  to  procure  their  own  good  or  benefit.  Alfo 
they  fhall  enjoy  all  fuch  lawful  liberties  of  fifhing,  plant¬ 
ing  and  felling  timber,  as  formerly  they  have  enjoyed 
in  the  fame  river.  Mr.  Simon  Broadftreet,  Mr.  Ifraci 
Stoughton,  Mr;  Samuel  Simonds,  Mr.  Wiiiia'm Tyng, 

Mr.  Francis  Williams,  and  Mr.  Edward  Hilton,  or, 
any  four  of  them,  whereof  Mr.  Broadftreet,  or  Mr. 
Stoughton  to  be  one,  thefe  fhall  have  the  fame  power 
that  the  quarter  courts  at  Salem  £nd  Ipfwich  have; 

Alfo,  the  inhabirants  there  £re  allowed  to  fend  two  de¬ 
putes  from  the  whokf  river  to  the  court  at  Bofton. 

Alfo  Mr,  Broad ffreet;  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  the  reft  of 
the  commiftioners,  fhall  have  power  at  the  court  at 
Pifcataquack  to.  appoint  two  or  three  to  join  with  Mr. 
Williams  and  Mr.  Hilton  to  govern  the  people  as  the 
magiftrates  do  here,  till  the  next  general  court,  or  till 
the  court  take  further  order.  It  is  further  ordered,1 
that  until  our  commiftioners  fhall  arrive  at  Pifcata¬ 
quack,  thofe  men  who  already  have  authority,  by  thb 
*  Farta  of  the  MafTachufets  neareft  to  Pifcataqua; 

late 
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lf:/ 41  “  ^te  combination,  to  govern  the  people  there,  (hall 
continue  in  the  lame  authority  and  power,  to  be  de- 
“  termined  at  the  coming  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  and 
^  not  before.5’  Although  nothing  is  faid  of  Strawberry- 
foo  million,  yet  all  the  fettlements  feem  to 
have  concurred,  and  Williams,  the  governor  below,  was 
made  one  of  the  magiftrates. 

The  Maffachufets,  by  thus  extending  its  wing  over 
^inhabitants  of  New-Hamplhire,  nouriflied  and  che- 
n  tied  them  for  near  40  years ;  and  to  this  muft  be  artri- 
buted  the  growth  and  the  prefent  flourilhing  ftate  of  that 
colony.  .  The  principal  inhabitants,  when  the  benefit  was 
recent,  m  168 o,  made  a  public  and  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  it.  Upon  this  conftru&ion  of  the  charter, 
the  whole  province  of  Main  is  taken  into  the  Maffachu- 
iets  as  well  as  New-Hamplhire  ;  but  no  application  bein^ 
made  by  the  people  there,  nothing  was  done  concerning 
them.  Mr.  Wheelwright  and  others,  who  had  been  ba^ 
nifhed  from  the  Maffachufets,  foon  after  removed  to  the 
province  of  Main  from  New-Hamplhire. 

1642  Mr.  Winthrop  was  defied  governor  in  1642,  and 
Mr.  Endicot  deputy  governor,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Flint* 
added  to  the  afliftants,  together  with  Mr.  Pynchon,  who, 
upon  his  removal  to  Springfield,  had  been  left  out  whilft 
the  jurifdiftion  was  doubtful. 

The  college  at  Cambridge  was  this  year  put  upon  a 
more  leipeclable  looting  than  it  had  been.  Ifhe  gover- 
HOi,  deputy  governor  and  magistrates,  and  the  minifters 
oi  the  fix  next  adjacent  towns,  with  the  president,  were 
made  a  corporation  for  ordering  and  managing  the  affairs 
of  the  college,  and  nine  young  gentlemen  f,  at  a  public 

com- 

*  Mr.  Flint  was  a  gentleman  of  a  fair  eftate  in  England,  which  he 
laid  out  in  forwarding  the  plantation,  arriving  in  New  England  about 
the  year  1635.  John/on .  A  large  tra&  of  land,  which  he  owned  in 
Concord,  hill  retains  the  name  of  Flint’s  farm. 

t  Moll  of  them  foon  after  went  over  to  England,  and  before  16,-1 
(as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  who  received  a  de¬ 
gree  the  next  year,  and  was  a  celebrated  preacher  in  Dublin)  made 
i'ome  figure  there.  Benjamin  Woodbridge,  the  firil-boru  of  Harvard- 

College, 


\ 


commencement  this  year,  received  the  degree  of  batche-  1642 
lor  of  arts.  The  Thefis,  with  a  particular  account  of 
the  whole  proceeding,  was  publifhed  in  England.  I  know 
of  but  two  copies  extant,  and  as  my  chief  defign  is  to 
preferve  from  oblivion  every  tranfa&ion,  which  pofterity 
may  think  of  any  importance,  I  fhall  give  it  a  place  in 
the  appendix. 


College,  was  fuccelfor  to  Doctor  Twiffe  at  Newberry  ;  and  though  » 
inclined  to  prefbyterianifin,  to  ufe  Mr.  Mather’s  words,  not  maiig-  \ 
nantly  altered.  George  Downing  went  into  the  army,  and  was  fcouN 
mailer  general  of  the  Englifh  army  in  Scotland.  He  was  afterwards  in  I 
great  favour  with- Cromwell,  who  lent  him  ambaffador  to  the  States, 
and  upon  the  reiloration  he  turned  with  the  times,  and  was  fen:  or  kept 
by  the  King  in  the  fame  employ,  had  the  merit  of  betraying,  fecuring  \ 
and  fending  over  feveral  of  the  regicides  (he  had  been  captain  under  ; 
one  of  them,  Col.  Okey)  was  knighted  and  in  favour  at  court,  and  died 
in  1684.  His  character  runs  low  with  the  bell  hifto'rians  in  England ; 
it  was  much  lower  with  his  countrymen  in  Nevv-England  ;  and  it  be¬ 
came  a  proverbial  expreilion,  to  fay  of  a  falfe  man  who  betrayed  his 
troll,  that  he  was  an  arrant  George  Downing.  Oliver  Cromwell,  when 
he  fent  him  agent  or  ambaffador  to  the  States,  in  his  letter  of  credence 
fays,  “  George  Downing  is  a  perfon  of  eminent  quality,  and  after  a  1 
long  trial  of  his  fidelity,  probity  and  diligence  in  feveral  and  various 
negotiations,  well  approved  and  valued  by  us.  Him  we  have  thought 
fitting  to  fend  to  your  Lordihips,  dignified  with  the  character  of  our  \ 
agent,”  &c.  (Milton’s  letters.)  In  his  latter  days  he  is  faid  to  have  beea 
very  friendly  to  New-England,  and  when  the  colony  was  upon  the 
work  terms  with  King  Charles  the  fecond.  An  article  of  news  from 
England,  in  1671,  fays,  “  Sir  George  Downing  is  in  the  Tower,  it  is 
faid  becaufe  he  returned  from  Holland,  where  he  was  fent  ambaffador, 
before  his  time:  As  it  is  reported,  he  had  no  final!  abufe  offered  him 
there.  They  printed  the  fermons  he  pleached  in  Oliver  s  time  and  drew 
three  pictures  of  him.  1.  Preaching  in  a  tub,  over  it  was  wrote,  This  1  j 
nvas.  2.  A  treacherous  courtier,  over  it,  This  I  am,  3.  Hanging  on  a  ; 
gibbet,  and  over  it,  This  I  foall  bsT  Prints  of  that  fort  were  not  fo 
common  in  England  in  that  day  as  they  have  been  the  lail  twenty 
years. 

<c  Downing  was  fent  to  make  up  the  quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  but;  ' 
coming  home  in  too  great  hafte  and' fear,  is  now  in  the  prifon  where 
his  mailer  lay  that  he  betrayed.”  MS,  letter  Lond.  March  4,  1671-2. 

By  his  mailer,  no  doubt  Okey  is  intended.  His  fon  was  one  of  the 
Tellers  in  the  Exchequer  in  1680.  Sir  George  died  in  1684.  He 
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2  .  There  was  a  general  defign  this  year,  among  the  In- 
tnans,  againft  the  Engiifh  *.  Miantinomo,  the  fachem  - 
of  the  Naraganfets,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  author  and 
chief  promoter,  and  to  have  drawn  many  other  fachems 
to  jom  with  him.  1  he  Indians  began  to  make  ufe  of 
fire-arms,  and  had  procured  a  great  number,  together 
with  powder  and  fhot,  from  Engiifh  traders  in  the  eallern 
parts,  as  well  as  from  the  Dutch.  A  conftant  watch 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  from  fun-fet  to  fun-rifing,  and  a 
place  of  retreat  to  be  provided,  in  each  plantation,  for 
the  women  and  children  and  for  the  fecurity  of  ammu- 

J°hn  Bulkley  (fon  of  Peter  Bulkley,  miniiler  of  Concord,  who  was 
oi  a  very  reputable  family,  and  had  been  efteemed  for  his  learnino- 
snd  piety  m  England)  was  a  fettled  miniiler  atFordhamin  EiTex,  and 
alt3r  hls  eje&ment,  in  1662,  pra&ifed  phyfic  in  London. 

Henry  Saltonfiall,  who  I  fuppofe  was  a  grandfon  of  Sir  Richard  Sal- 
ton.i.alL  was  a  do&or  of  phyfic  and  a  fellow  of  New  college  Oxford. 

Nathanael  Brewfler  was  a  fettled  miniiler  in  Norfolk,  and  of  rood 
report.  ** 

Samuel  Bellingham  received  the  degree  of  do&or  of  phyfic  at  Ley¬ 
den.  Two  others  of  the  clafs,  William  Hubbard  and' John  Wilfon 
were  miniilers  fettled  in  New  England  and  in  high  eileem  there.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  fucceeding  claifes  went  over  to  England  foon  after  their 
taking  their  batchelors  degree.  John  Allen,  whofe  friends  lived  in 
Suffolk.  William  Ames,  who  was  fon  of  do&or  Ames,  fettled  at  Wren- 
tham.  Jeremiah  Holland,  who  fir  ft  fettled  near  London,  but  foon 
after  removed  into  Northamptonfhire,  where  he  had  a  living  of  between 
two  and  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Jacob  Ward,  who  had  a  fel- 
lowfhip  in  Maudlin  college  Oxford.  John  Birden  and  Abraham  Wai¬ 
ver,  who  were  both  preachers  in  the  counties  where  their  friends  lived  ; 
and  Sampfon  Eyton,  who  I  fuppofe  left  Harvard  college  before  he  had 
his  degree,  was  made  a  fellow  in  one  cf  the  univerfities  in  England. 
Leonard  Hoar  went  to  Cambridge  and  took  the  degree  of  do&or  in 
pbyhc.  Mr.  Mather  writes  very  prefling  for  others  to  come  over  to 
England,  where  they  might  be  allured  of  encouragement  and  prefer¬ 
ment.  *  , 

*  Intelligence  was  given  by  fome  of  the  Indians  themfelves,  and  let¬ 
ters  were  difpatched  from  New  Haven  and  Conne&icut  10  give  ad¬ 
vice.  Under  pretence  of  trade,  in  fmail  companies  at  the  Engiifh 
houfes,  while  fome  fecured  the  arms  the  others  were  to  perpetrate^the 
mafiacre;  the  time  appointed  for  which  was  immediately  after  the 
harvell  fliould  be  over. 

^  An  Indian  of  Providence  attempted  a  rape  upon  an  Engiifh  woman, 
the  wife  ot  Nicholas  W ood  cf  Dorchefler,  and  was  prote&ed  b  Mian- 
tinomo.  This,  if  true,  is  a  rare  in'Itance. 
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nirlon.  Beacons  were  erected  and  ordered  to  be  fired  1642 
upon  an  alarm,  and  all  fmiths  were  required  to  lay  afide 
all  other  bufmefs  until  all  the  arms  in  the  colony  were 
put  into  good  order;  for  which  payment  was  promiied 
by  the  government.  Mr.  John  Leverett  *  and  Mr.  r.o- 
ward  Hutchinfon  were  fent  to  Miantinomo  with  articles 
of  complaint,  and  to  require  him  to  come  hirnfdf,  or  to 
fend  two  of  his  chief  counfellors  to  the  governor  in  order 
to  give  fatisfa&ion.  Connefticut  propofed  to  fall  upon 
the  Indians  immediately,  and  offered,  if  the  Maffachulets 
would  fend  120  men  to  Saybrook,  to  join  a  proportion- 
able  number.  But  the  Maffachufets  court  doubted  whether 
they  had  iufficient  proofs  of  the  defigns  of  the  Indians  to 
juftify  a  war.  However,  the  governor  with  the  magiftrates, 
before  the  court  met,  thought  it  neceiTary  to  diiarm  the 
Indians  within  the  colony,  which  they  readily  fubmitted  to* 
Miantinomo  came  in  perfon  to  the  court,  and  demanded 
that  his  accufers  ihould  be  brought  face  to  face,  and  if 
they  failed  in  their  proof  that  they  fhould  luifer  the  fame 
punifhment  he  would  have  deferved  hi m lei f  if  he  had 
been  guilty,  viz.  death.  His  behaviour  was  grave,  and  he 
gave  hisanfwers  with  great  deliberation  and  feeming  inge¬ 
nuity.  He  would  never  fpeak  but  in  the  prefence  of  two 
of  his  counfellors,  that  they  might  be  witneffes  of  every 
thing  which  paffed.  Two  days  were  Ipentin  treaty.  He 
denied  all  he  was  charged  with,  and  pretended,  the  re¬ 
ports  to  his  difadvantage  were  railed  by  Uncas,  fachem 
of  the  Mohegins,  or  fome  of  his  people.  He  was  willing 
to  renew  his  former  engagements,  that  if  any  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  even  the  Nianticks,  who  he  faid  were  as  his  own 
fiefh  and  blood,  fhould  do  any  wrong  to  the  Englifh,  fo 
as  neither  he  nor  they  could  fatisfy  without  blood,  he  would 
deliver  them  up  and  leave  them  to  mercy.  The  people  of 
Connecticut  put  little  confidence  in  him,  and  could  hardly 
be  kept  from  falling  upon  him,  but  were  at  lad  pre¬ 
vailed  upon,  by  the  Maffachufets,  to  defift  for  the  prefentj* 

*  Afterwards  governor. 

f  Son  of  the  famous  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 

T  Records  of  the  united  colonies. 
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1642  The  minds  of  men  were  filled  with  fear  from  thefe  m- 
mours  ol  a  general  confpiracy,  and  every  noife  in  the 

tertown  *  3  arm,ng-  .  A.  P00r  man»  in  a  fwamp  at  Wa- 
'O  hearing  the  howling  of  a  kennel  of  wolves 

and  expecting  to  be  devoured  by  them,  cried  out  for  help’ 

wh'di  occafiGned  a  general  alarm  through  all  the  towns 

near  Bofton  §.  The  Indians,  being  thus  prevented  from 

furpnzing  the  Englilh,  remained  quiet  -fd 

The  Houfe  or  Commons  this  year  palled  a  memorable 
rcloive  in  favoiireof  the  Maffachufets  colony,  which  was 
tran jm it  ed  to  the  governor  by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  and 
ordered  by  the  court  to  be  entered  upon  the  publick  re- 
cordis,  that  it  might  remain  to  pofterity. 

,  “  Veneris  10  March  1642. 

WHEREAS  the  plantations  in  New-England  have,  by 
tne  bleffing  of  the  Almighty,  had  good  and  profperous 
lucceis,  wit, rout  any  public  charge  to  this  flatef,  and 
are  now  likely  to  prove  very  happy  for  the  propagation 

ot  j.e  80lPei  !n  thofe  parts,  and  very  beneficial  and  com¬ 
modious  to  this  kingdom  and  nation.  The  commons, 

'  oept»  9 vli ,  1642.  §  Hubbard • 

3rtbmeld/  anlrilhman,  with  fome  others  travelled  this  year 
to  die  white  hills,  fuppofed  to  be  the  highek  in  thefe  parts  of  Ame- 
nca.  I  hey  reported  that  they  had  been  to  the  top,  where  is  a  plain 

%  feet  ^uare;  tlJat ,on  the  we#  fide  is  a  very  lleep  precipice,  and 
Si  the“un.try  round  **><>«  appeared  like  a  level  much  beneath  them, 
i  ne  gliflenng  appearance  of  the  rocks  as  they  came  near  them, 

^Hibbard  eXpeuaUon  of  r°methin§  valuable,  but  they  found  nothing. 

1  he  growth  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  colony,  at  different  periods, 

.  Mil  be  thought  by  fome  worth  obferving.  In  1642  a  tax  of  800/. 
was  apportioned  as  follows  :  Hingham  20/.  Weymouth  1 4.1.  Brain- 
tree;  lfJ'  Dojchefier  58/.  ioj.  Roxbury  50  /.  Bofton  120/i  Dedham 
loL  ^oncord25/.  Watertown  55/.  Cambridge  67 /.  ioj.  Charles- 

c°’rm  °° ‘  em  L>'nn  T5/.  Ipfwich  82/.  Newbury  %oL 

oalifb  try  12/.  ioj.  Hampton  5 /.  Row  ley  15  /.  Sudbury  15/.  Med¬ 
ford  10I  Glocefter  61.  ioj.  3 

|  J  t»an.ciibe  this  part  ol  the  order  with  pleafure.  The  merit  of 
our  anedtors,  many  of  whom  were  perfonally  known  to  the  principal 
members  of  parliament,  was  frefh  in  their  remembrance.  Length  of 
tmae  has  not  le/Tened  the  merit.  Confequences  Co  advantageous  to  the 

nation  have  followed  it,  thtf  in  reafon  it  ought  to  itrike  Wronger  now 
chan  it  did  then. 


now 


MASSAC  PI  USETS-BAY.  115 

now  affembled  in  Parliament,  do  for  the  better  advance-  5642 
ment  of  thofe  plantations  and  the  encouragement  of  the 
planters  to  proceed  in  their  undertaking,  ordain,  that 
all  merchandizing  goods,  that  by  any  perfon  or  perfons 
whatfoever,  merchant  or  other.,  fiiaii  he  exported  out  ox 
this  kingdom  of  England  into  Nevv-itngland  to  bt  fpent, 
ufed  or  employed  there,  or  being  of  the  growth  of  that 
kingdom  ' ,  fhall  be  from  thence  imported  hither,  01  Inall 
be  laden  or  put  on  board  any  fhip  or  veffel  for  neceffafies 
in  paffing  to  and  fro,  and  all  and  every  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof  fhall  be  freed  and  difeharged  01  and  from 
paying  and  yielding  any  cuftom,  fuofidy,  taxation,  or 
other  duty  for  the  lame,  either  inward  or  outward,  ei¬ 
ther  in  this  kingdom  or  N ew -England,  or  in  any  port, 
haven,  creek,  or  other  place  whatfoever,  until  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  fhall  take  further  order  therein  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  And  all  and  lingular  cuftomers,  farmers  and  col¬ 
lectors  of  cuftoms,  fubfidies  and  impolts,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers,  minifters  and  fubjects  whatfoever,  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  injoined,  that  they  and  every  of  them,  upon 
the  Ihewing  forth  unto  them  this  order,  or  a  true  copy 
thereof  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  without  any  other  writ  or  warrant  whatfoever,  do 
make  full,  whole  and  entire,  and  due  allowance  and 
clear  difeharge  unto  the  faid  owners  of  the  Paid  goods 
and  merchandize,  their  factors,  fervanrs  and  agents,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  this  order. 

H.  Elssing,  Cler.  Pari.  D.  Com.’’ 

v 

/  ,  9 

In  the  year  1642,  letters  came  to  Mr.  Cotton  of  Bofton,  \ 
Mr.  Hooker  of  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Davenport  of  New-  j 
Haven,  figned  by  feveral  of  the  nobility,  divers  members  j 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  fome  minifters,  to  cal  1  them  t 
or  fome  of  them,  if  ali  could  not  come,  to  alfift  in  the  ( 

afiembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfterf.  Such  of  the  magi-  / 

ftrates 

*  Inaccurately,  for  thofe  colonies. 

f  1  have  the  original  papers  which  accompanied  thefe  Utters.  The 
following  is  aa  exa t\  copy. 

H  4  Th* 
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and  moft  ofThemwe’re'ofopT  .near,Bo*bn’  met  tog«her, 

was  not'  ^ker  did  "*&* 

g° 1  “  '“S'-  .» cfnfe 

received  whirl  r  '  i00,*1  dlCer»  °ther  letters  were 

prodding  •  'Vr'’ Xoke'r  wa/T  “?  th»“*to  “f 
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paring  for  the  prefs  a  vindication  of  congregational  1642 
churches,  or  rather  framing  a  fyftern  or  plan  of  church 
government,  which  he  defigned  for  the  New-England 
churches,  let  the  determination  at  Weftminfter  be  what 
It  would.  Had  the  churches  of  New-England  appeared 
there  by  their  reprefentatives,  or  any  of  the  principal 
divines  appeared  as  members  of  the  aflembly,  greater  ex¬ 
ception  might  have  been  taken  to  their  building  after  a 
model  of  their  own  framing.  Several  perfons  who  came 
from  England,  in  1643,  made  a  mufter  to  fet  up  pref- 
byterian  government,  under  the  authority  of  the  afiem- 
bly  at  Weftminfter  ^  but  a  New-England  aflembly,  the 
general  court,  foonput  them  to  the  rout. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor  for  the  laft  year 
were  re-eiedled  in  1643.  Samuel  Symonds*  and  William  1643 
Hibbinsff  were  added  to  the  afliftants.  The  colony  had 
io  increafed,  that  it  was  divided  this  year  into  four  coun¬ 
ties  orftiires,  Eflex,  Middlefex,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  J. 

A  new  f eft,  fpringing  from  the  afhes  of  the  antinomi- 
ans,  made  great  disturbance  about  this  time.  Samuel 
Gorton,  a  citizen  of  London,  who  came  from  Bofton  in 
1636,  was  at  the  head  of  it.  Mr.  Cotton  fays  §,  his 
principles  were  the  very  dregs  of  familifm.  It  is  certain 
that  he  was  artful  enough  to  explain  them  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  his  judges  in  the  Maffachufets  were  divided  in 
opinion  whether  they  were  heretical  or  no.  He  ftaid 
not  long  in  the  Maffachufets,  but  went  to  Plimouth,  and* 


* 


Mr.  Symonds  was  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  family  and  good 
eflate  in  England.  Ele  came  from  Yeldham  in  Eflex.  Hubbard . 

f  Mr.  Hibbins  was  a  principal  merchant  in  the  colony,  but  foon 
after  met  with  great  Ioffes  in  his  trade,  i  know  of  none  of  their  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  fame  names  in  New-England. 
t  Essex  contd.  Middlesex.  Suffolk. 
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§  Bloody  Tenet  waffled,  &c.  pa  5  &  8. 
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.64.3  ^fturJj»n g  the  church  there,  he  was  whipped  and  required 

.  ,  ”  ,LilC:;ies  ,or  Ilis  g°od  behaviour,  which  not  being 
able  to  do  he  removed,  Mr.  Window  fays  was  driven! 

to  Rhode-Ifland.  There  he  treated  the  court  with  con- 
temp,,  and  by  order  of  the  governor,  Mr.  Coddmeton, 

J?S.fir?n  lir;Pnfoned  and  afterwards  whipped.  From 
Rhode-Ifland  he  went  to  Providence,  where  Roger  Wil¬ 
liams  with  his  ulual  humanity,  although  he  difliked  his 
principles  and  behaviour,  gave  him  fhelter.  Here  he 
mund  feveral  of  his  own  difpofition,  fond  of  novelties 
in  religion  and  they  firft  fat  down  at  Patuxet  near  Pro- 
viaen^e ;  but  fome  of  the  inhabitants  there  applied  to  the 
Maflacbufets  that  they  and  their  lands  might  be  received 
into  protection,  and  complained  that  Gorton  and  his 
company,  under  pretence  of  purchafe  from  the  Indians, 
were  going  about  to  deprive  them  of  their  eftates,  of 
wmcn  for  feveral  years  they  had  been  in  the  lawful  pof- 
leihon.  x  he  governor  and  three  of  the  afliftants  finned 
wnat  was  called  a  warrant,  or  notification,  to  all  the  peo- 
'  Fe.°pP‘ovidence,  requiring  them  to  fubmit  to  the  iu- 
rifuicuon  or  the  MasTachufets.  This  was  dated  in  Oclo- 
,  1642.  Gorton  lent  a  very  contemptuous  anfwer, 
a,1Q  udu  l-nem  tney  had  no  authority  over  the  people  of 
Providence.  But  either  for  the  fake  of  being  more  out 
or  the  reach  or  the  Maffachufets,  or  from  difcord  amono- 
themfelves,  Gorton  and  n  more  purchafed  of  Miantino° 
mo,  the  Naraganfet  fachem  *,  a  trad  of  land  called  Show- 
amet  and  removed  thither.  The  price  they  paid  was  144 
fathom  of  wampum  f.  Showamet  was  then  claimed  by 
Phmcuth  government,  as  within  their  jurifdi&ion.  Two 
or  the  chief  of  the  Indians  who  dwelt  there  and  at  Pa¬ 
tuxet,  and  who  were  called  fachems,  Pomham  and  Sa- 
chonoco,  came  to  Boflon  with  their  interpreter  to  com¬ 
plain  of  Gorton  and  his  company  for  taking  their  lands 
from  them,  and  offered  to  fubject  themfelves  and  their 

J  Anfwer  to  Gorton. 

*  Pomham,  a  petty  fachem  who  lived  upon  the  lands,  joined  in 
the  laic,  but  alledged  that  he  had  no  confideration  for  it.  Winflow . 

\  A  fa  (horn  of  wampum  was  one  firing  of  Indian  beads,  iix  feet 
or  a  fathom  in  length,  which  was  valued  at  5s.  8d.  flerling. 

country 
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country  to  the  Maffachufets,  which  by  an  inftrument,  under  1 643 
their  hands,  was  accordingly  done  in  the  form  following. 

“  This  writing  is  to  teftify,  that  we. Pomham,  fachem 
“  of  Showamet,  and  Sachonoco,  fachem  ofPatuxet,  have 
“  and  by  thefe  prefcnts  do  voluntarily  and  without  any 
«  conftraint  or  perfuafion,butof  our  own  free  motion,  put 
“  ourfelves,  our  fubjects,  lands  and  eftates  under  the  go- 
“  vernment  and  jurifdidion  of  the  Maffachufets,  to  be 
“  governed  and  protected  by  them  accordingto  their  juft 
“  laws  and  orders,  fo  far  as  we  (ball  be  made  capable 
“  of  underftanding  them  ;  and  we  do  promilel  for  our- 
“  felves  and  our  fubjects  and  all  our  pofterity,  to  be  true 
“  and  faithful  to  the  government  and  aiding  to  the  mam- 
“  tenance  thereof  to  our  belt  ability;  and  from  time  to 
“  time  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt, 

“  or  evil  intention  of  any  which  we  fhall  know  or  hear  of 
“  againft  the  fame,  and  do  promife  to  be  willing  from 
“  time  to  time  to  be  inftructed  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
“  worfbip  of  God.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  hereunto 

“  put  to  our  hands  the  2  2d  of  the  4th  month,  1643. 

The  y  mark  The  Q  mark 

of  Saconocho.  of  Pomham. 

I 

Miantintomo  was  likewife  Tent  for  to  BoFron,  but  did 
not  make  out  his  right  to  the  Indian  country  to  the  fatis- 
fadtion  of  the  court.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  relin- 
qu  idled  it,  and  Gorton  fays  in  his  defence,  that  Pom  ha  in 
and  Sachonoco  were  the  natural  fubjedts  of  Miantinomo 
and  influenced  by  the  Maffachufets  to  withdraw  from  him. 

He  being  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  fachem  in  New- 
England,  it  is  probable  that  thefe  were  dependants  upon  him 
or  tributaries  to  him.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Maffachufets 
fent  a  meffage  to  Gorton  and  his  company,  acquainting 
them  that  they  were  ftill  within  their  jurifdidtion  by  virtue 
of  the  fubmiffion  of  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  and  re¬ 
quiring  them  to  appear  at  the  court  of  Bofton  to  anfwer 
to  complaints  againft  them  for  injuries  done  to  the  Indians, 

&c.  and  promifing  them  lafe-conducf*  &c.  Thiswasdated 
the  12th  of  the  7th  month  1643.  Ehey  fent  back  by  the 
meffenger  a  verbal  anfwer,  that  they  were  out  of  the 

Maffachufets 
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1,043  Maffachiifets  jurifdiftion,  and  would  acknowledge  fub- 
jecnon  to  none  but  the  ftateand  government  of  Oid  Eng¬ 
land  Upon  the  receipt  of  their  anfwer,  viz.  on  the  10th 
or  the  lame  month,  another  meffage  was  fent  to  acquaint 
them,  that  the  court  had  appointed  commifiioners  *  to 
hear  and  determine  the  controverfy  upon  the  foot,  and  if 
tney  refufed,  to  bring  them  to  Bofton  by  force.  After 
lotnefmall  refinance,  Gorton  and  feveral  others  were  taken 
and  carried  to  Bofton  and  imprifoned  f.  Being  brought 

before  the  court,  the  charge  exhibited  againft  them  was 

the  following  words: 

“  Upon  much  examination,  and  ferious  confideration 
of  your  writings,  with  your  anfwers  about  them,  we 
jo  charge  you  to  be  a  blafphemous  enemy  of  the  true 
religion  of  opr  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  holy  ordi- 

“  nances, 


in 


et 

cc 
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1  ne  commiffioners  were,  Capf.  George  Cooke,  Lieut.  Hump. 
Atherton,  and  Edward  johnfon,  who  had  alfo  military  commiffions, 

and  40  men  to  attend  them.  Cooke  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  the 
wars  m  Ireland.  Johnfon . 

f  If  we  may  give  credit  to  Gorton’s  account,  Mr.  Ward,  a  minifter, 
came  to  the  prifon  window  and  called  to  him  one  of  the  prifoners  who 
had  been  his  neighbour  in  Effex  in  England,  and  defired  him,  if  he 
Lad  done  or  faki  any  thing  he  could  with  good  confcience  renounce, 
vvou'^  recant,  and  probably  the  court  would  be  merciful ;  and 
added,  that  this  would  be  no  difparagement,  for  the  reverend  Mr. 
Cotton  ordinarily  preacheth  that  publickly  one  year,  that  the  next 
year  he  publickly  repents  of  before  the  congregation,  &c.  Mr.  Winf- 
low,  in  his  anfwer,  will  not  allow  this  to  be  true.  This  Mr.  Ward 
j  was  ailtI]0r  of  The  Simple  Cobler  of  Agawam,  and  federal  other  witty 
perfoi  mances.  1  he  ruling  paflion  would  fre(]uentlv  fhew  itfelf  in  in- 
fiances  which  would  have  been  liable  to  fome  exception  in  thofe  days 
of  great  gravity,  if  his  principles  had  not  been  orthodox  and  his  ge- 
ueial  behaviour  ferious  and  guarded.  Many  of  his  witty  facetious 
turns  are  handed  down  to  poflerity.  A  letter  of  his,  I  find  among 
l  Mr.  Cotton’s  papers,  cifcovers  fomething  of  J>is  call  of  mind. 

“  Salutum  in  Xtonoflro, 

Reverend  and  dear  friend, 

I  was  yefterday  convented  before  the  bilhop,  I  mean  to  his  court, 
and  am  adjourned  to  the  next  term.  I  fee  fuch  giants  turn  their  backs, 
that  I  dare  not  truft  my  own  weak  heart.  I  expert  meafure  hard 
enough,  and  mull  furnifh  apace  with  proportionable  armour.  I  lack 
a  friend  to  help  buckle  it  on.  1  know  none  but  Chrill  himfelf,  in 
all  our  coaft,  fit  to  help  me,  and  my  acquaintance  with  him  is  hardly 

enough 


c<  nances,  and  alfo  of  civil  authority  among  the  people  1643 
u  of  God,  and  particularly  in  this  jurifdifuon.” 

Their  writings  were  produced  in  evidence  againfi: 
them  *,  and  they  explained  them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  governor,  Mr,  Winthrop,  faid  he  could  agree  with 
them  in  their  anfwer,  tho’  he  could  not  in  their  writings  j 
but  Mr.  Dudley  flood  up,  much  moved,  and  faid  he 
would  never  confent  to  it,  while  he  lived,  that  they  were 
one  with  them  in  thofe  anfwers.  The  governor  then  afked 
Gorton  what  faith  was  ?  he  anfwered,  in  the  words  of  the 
apoftle,  that  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen ;  the  governor  told 
him  that  was  true,  but  he  could  fay  more  of  faith  than 
that.  He  defired  to  be  excufed,  and  Mr.  Bradftreer, 
prudently  enough,  excepted  to  fuch  queftions,  unlefs  he 
was  free  to  fpeak  to  them  ;  and  thereupon  they  were 
difmiifed  and  remanded  to  prifon  *.  Their  fen- 
tences  were  cruel.  Gorton  ordered  to  be  confined  to 
Charleftown,  there  to  be  kept  at  work,  and  to  wear  fuch 
bolts  and  irons  as  might  hinder  his  efcape ;  and  if  he 
broke  his  confinement,  or  by  fpeech  or  writing  pub¬ 
lished  or  maintained  any  of  the  blafphemous  abomi¬ 
nable  herefies  wherewith  he  had  been  charged  by  the 
general  court,  or  fhould  reproach  or  reprove  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift  in  thefe  united  colonies, 
or  the  civil  government,  &c.  that  upon  conviction 

enough  to  hope  for  that  aflidance  my  weak  fpirit  will  want  and  the 
a  {faults  of  tentation  call  for.  I  pray  therefore,  forget  me  not,  and  be¬ 
lieve  for  me  alio  if  there  be  fuch  a  piece  of  neighbourhood  among 
Chriftians.  And  fo  bleffing  God  with  my  whole  heart,  far  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  you  and  immerited  intered  in  you,  and  thanking  yon  en¬ 
tirely  for  that  faithful  love  I  have  found  from  you  in  many  expreftions 
of  the  belt  nature,  I  commit  you  to  the  unchangeable  love  of  God 
our  Father  in  his  foil  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  I  hope  to  reft  forever. 

Stondon  Mercy,  Youi’s  in  all  truth  of  heart, 

Dec.  13,  1631. 

Nath1  Warde." 

*  Gorton, 

thereof, 
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1643  thereof,  upon  trial  by  a  jury,  he  Ihould  fuffer  death  * 
Tijl  red  were  confined  to  different  towns,  one  in  a  tovvn, 
and  upon  the  fame  conditions  with  Gorton  ;  their  cattle 
were  ieized  and  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  the  charge  of 
fetching  them  and  the  expence  attending  the  trial  and 
imprifonment  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds,  and  the 
overplus  to  be  lefeiveo  for  their  future  maintenance 
during  their  confinement  f.  As  all  who  have  publifhed 

any 

*  Gorton  fays,  they  caft  a  lot  for  their  lives,  putting  it  to  the  raa- 
jor  vote  of  the  court  whether  they  Ihould  live  or  die  ;  and  that  God 
in  his  providence  ordered  it  by  .a  majority  of  two  voies  only,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  Jives. 

+  After  being  confined  one  winter,  they  were  banilhed  the  juris¬ 
diction  and  from  the  lands  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  upon  pain  of 
death.  Gorton  foon  after  went  to  England  and  obtained  an  order  from 
the  Governor  in  chief,  the  lord  high  admiral  and  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  parliament  for  the  Engliih  plantations  in  America,  di¬ 
rected  to  the  governor  and  affiftants  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  to  all 
other  governors  and  other  inhabitants  of  New-England  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  requiring  them  to  fuffer  Gorton  and  the  red 
quietly  to  enjoy  their  lands  in  Naraganfet  bay,  and  to  land  at  any 
port  in  New-England  in  their  way  thither,  &c.  This  order  was  fenc 
to  the  governor  by  Randall  Holden,  one  of  Gorton’s  adherents,  who 
with  others  arrived  at  Bolton,  13th  Sept.  1646.  Having  defired  leave 
to  land,  the  governor,  Mr.  Winthrop,  anfwered  that  he  could  not 
give  them  leave  by  his  own  authority,  as  it  would  cifpenfe  with  an 
order  of  the  general  court,  but  the  council  being  to  meet  in  two  or 
three  days  he  would  impart  the  order,  and  intimated  that  he  Ihould 
not  trouble  himfelf  about  them  in  the  mean  time.  The  council  were 
not  all  of  a  mind,  but  the  majority  agreed  to  fuffer  them  to  pafs  qui¬ 
etly  for  the  pi  efe.nt,  and  that  when  the  court  met,  further  confidera- 
ticn  Ihould  be  had  of  their  poffeffing  the  land  they  claimed.  The 
court  thought  proper  to  fend  Mr.  Edward  Window  to  England, 
in  order  to  give  bath  faction  to  the  commiffioners  for  plantations.  He 
carried  with  him  a  remonllrance  and  petition  again!!  Gorton,  and  in 
vindication  of  the  colony,  aliened  their  right  by  charter  finally  to  de¬ 
termine  all  caufes,  without  admitting  of  appeals  to  England  ;  and  al- 
Jedged  that  the  lands  lay  in  Plimouth  colony,  and  produced  an  a  hi  of 
the  commiffioners  of  the  four  colonies,  of  which  Plimouth  was  one, 
impovvering  the  Maffachufets  to  proceed  as  they  thought  proper. 
The  commiffioners  for  plantations,  in  their  anfwer,  fay,  “  they  in-  _ 
tended  not  to  encourage  any  appeals  from  their  juftice,  which  it  might 
be  very  inconvenient  to  admit,  nor  to  reftrain  the  bounds  of  their  ju- 
rifdidlion  to  a  narrower  compafs,  but  they  fuppofed  the  Naraganfet 
bay  (the  thing  in  quellion)  was  without  the  bounds  of  their  patent ; 
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any  thing  concerning  Gorton,  except  Mr.  Calender  1643 
in  his  century  fermon,  fet  him  in  an  infamous  light,  it 
will  be  but  juft  to  publifh  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Morton,  in  1669,  vindicating  himlelf  from  the  charges 

but  as  they  had  received  advertifement  that  the  place  was  within  the 
patent  of  New-Piimouth,  and  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  was 
a  joint  authority  from  the  four  governments,  of  Maflachufets,  Pli- 
xnouth,  Connecticut,  and  New- Haven,  if  thefe  things  fhould  be  proved, 
it  would  much  alter  the  hate  of  the  queflion ;  but  at  that  diftance 
thefe  points  could  not  be  fettled,  and  mult  be  left  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  upon  the  place  if  there  fhould  be  occalion,  for  there  the 
boundaries  would  be  belt  known  ;  and  if  it  Ihould  appear  that  the 
find  tratt  was  within  any  of  the  Nevv-England  patents,  they  fhould 
leave  the  fame  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  the  jurifdidlion  of  that 
government  under  which  they  fell  ;  neverthelefs,  inafmuch  as  the  pe¬ 
titioners  had  tranfplanted  their  families  thither  and  fettled  at  great 
charge,  they  commend  it  to  the  government  within  whofe  jurifdidtior* 
they  fhall  appear  to  be,  not  only  not  to  remove  them  from  the  plan¬ 
tations,  but  alfo  to  encourage  them  with  prote&ion  and  afliftance  and 
in  all  ht  ways,  whilft  they  Ihould  demean  themfelves  peaceably,  See, 
Hubbard* 

Gorton  came  again  to  Bofton  in  the  fpring  of  1648.  The  court, 
upon  his  arrival,  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  apprehended ;  but  pro¬ 
ducing  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  defiring  that  he  might  have 
liberty  to  return  home,  the  court  recalled  the  order  and  gave  him  2 
week’s  liberty  to  provide  for  his  departure. 

After  this  time,  the  Gortonills  confidered  how  to  make  their  peace, 
and  making  their  application  in  fober  language,  they  remained  un- 
molefted  and  quietly  enjoyed  their  poiTefiions  at  Showamet,  to  which, 
in  honour  to  their  patron  and  benefadtor,  they  gave  the  name  of  War¬ 
wick,  which  it  retains  to  this  day  %  and  the  pofterity  of  feveral  of 
them  are  perfons  of  reputation  and  efteem  in  that  colony. 

Gorton  publilhed  an  account  ol  his  fufferings.  Mr.  Window,  the 
agent  foi  the  Maffachulets,  anfvvered  him.  In  1665  he  preferred  his 
petition  to  the  commiflioners,  fent  over  by  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
for  iecom pence  sor  the  wrongs  done  him  by  the  MalTachufets,  al¬ 
ledging  that,  bsfides  nis  other  fufferings,  he  and  his  friends  had  80 
head  or  cattle  taken  and  fold.  The  Maffachufets  in  their  anfvver 
cnaige  him  with  heretical  tenets,  both  in  religion  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  with  an  unjuft  pofiefiion  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  01  the  colonies  for  the  fake  of  difturbing  their  peace  ;  and  add, 
that  the  goods  which  they  feized  did  not  amount  to  the  charge  of 
their  profecution  ;  but  they  do  not  fufficiently  vindicate  their  feizing 
their  perfons  or  goods  without  the  limits  of  their  jurifdiftion,  and 
conclude  with  hoping  that  his  Majefly  will  excufe  any  circumflantiai 
error  in  their  proceedings,  &c. 

againft 
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*643  a  gain  ft  him  in  New-England’s  memorial  which  was  firft 
printed  in  that  year  f. 

The  dangers  to  which  the  colonies  in  New-EnHand 
were  expofed,  from  domeftic  and  foreign  enemies,0  ft rft 
induced  them  to  think  of  an  alliance  and  confederacy  for 
their  mutual  defence  and  fafety.  Thofe  of  Aquidnick 
or  Rhode  Hand  were  willing  enough  to  have  joined  with 
the  reft,  but  the  Maftachufets  refufed  to  admit  commif- 
lioners  from  that  colony,  to  treat  with  the  commiffioners 
Jrom  the  reft,  upon  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The 
other  four,  fettled  articles  of  confederation,  May  19, 
1643.  1  hey  have  been  published  at  large  by  Do6ior  Ma¬ 
ther,  Mr.  Neale,  &c.  and  are  in  fubftance  as  follows:  — 

The  united  colonies  of  New-England,  viz.  Maflk- 
chulets,  Pli mouth,  Connefticut  and  New-Haven,  enter 
into  a  firm  and  perpetual  league,  offenfive  and  defenfive. 

Hach  colony  to  retain  a  diftinft  and  feparate  jurifdic- 
t%ion  i  no  two  colonies  to  join  in  one  jurifdidlion  without 
the  confent  of  the  whole  ;  and  no  other  colony  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  confederacy  without  the  like  confent. 

The  charge  of  all  wars,  offenfive  or  defenfive,  to  be 
borne  in  proportion  to  the  male  inhabitants  between  16 
and  60  years  of  age  in  each  colony. 

Upon  notice,  from  three  magiftrates  of  2ny  colonyy 
of  an  invafion,  the  reft  (hall  immediately  fend  aid  ;  the 
Maffachufets  joo,  and  each  of  the  other  45  men,?  and 
if  a  greater  number  be  neceffary,  the  commiffioners  to 
meet  and  determine  upon  it. 

1  wo  commiftloners  from  each  government,  beinp' 
church  members,  to  meet  annually  the  firft  Monday  in 
September  ;  the  firft  meeting  ro  be  held  at  Bofton,  then 
at  Hartford,  New-Haven  and  Plimoutb,  and  lo  yearly 
in  that  order,  faving  that  two  meetings  fuccefiiveiy  be 
held  at  Bofton. 

All  matters,  wherein  fix  fhall  agree,  to  be  binding 
upon  the  whole ;  and  if  there  be  a  majority,  but  under 
fix,  the  matter  in  queftion  to  be  referred  to  the  general 
court  of  each  colon y*  and  not  to  be  obligatory  unlels 
the  whole  agree  to  it.- 
f  Appendix.  2  0.) >  /  ijf-4  fj . 
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A  president,  for  preferving  order,  to  be  chofen  by  1643 
the  commifiioners  each  year  out  of  their  number. 

The  commifiioners  fhall  have  power  to  eftablifh  laws 
or  rules  of  a  civil  nature  and  of  general  concern  ior  the 
condudt  of  the  inhabitants,  viz.  relative  to  their  beha¬ 
viour  towards  the  Indians^  to  fugitives  from  one  colony 
to  another,  and  the  like. 

No  colony  to  engage  in  war,  except  upon  a  fudden  ex¬ 
igency;  and,  in  that  cafe,  to  be  avoided  as  much  as 
poflible,  without  the  confentof  the  whole. 

If  a  meeting  be  fummoned  upon  any  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  the  whole  number  of  commifiioners  do 
not  aflemble,  any  four  who  fhall  meet  may  determine 
upon  a  war,  when  the  cafe  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and 
fend  for  the  agreed  proportion  of  men  out  of  each  ju- 
rifdicfion  ;  but  not  lefs  than  fix  fhall  determine  the 
juftice  of  the  war,  or  have  power  to  fettle  bills  of  , 

charges,  or  make  levies  for  the  fame. 

If  any  colony  break  any  article  of  the  agreement,  or 
any  wajs  injure  another  colony,  the  matter  fhall  be  con- 
fidered  and  determined  by  the  commifiioners  of  the  other 
colonies. 

These  articles  were  ratified  by  Mafifachufets,  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  New-Haven,  May  19,  1643.  Plimouth  com¬ 
mifiioners  had  not  then  full  powers,  but  they  acceded,  at 
the  fir  ft  meeting  for  bufinefs,  September  7th  following* 

This  confederacy  had  been  in  agitation  for  feveral 
years.  In  1638,  articles  were  drawn  up  which  were  re¬ 
ferred  until  1639.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hooker,  from 
Connediicut,  tarried  feveral  weeks  in  the  Mafifachufets  rol¬ 
licking  it.  They  had  reafon  to  expect  trouble  from  the 
Dutch,  who  kept  a  trading  houfe  at  Hartford,  after  that 
place  was  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  Connediicut,  and 
broils  frequently  happened  there,  and  the  Dutch  at  Man- 
hadoes  were  ready  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  leait 
breach  or  alienation  between  the  'colonies ;  but,  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  feveral  obftrudlions  from  time  to  time,  nothing 
could  be  perfedted  until  1643,  when  commifiioners  came 
from  all  the  feveral  colonies  to  Bolton,  whilft  the  gene- 
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43  [_al  court  was  fitting,  viz.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins  from  Hartford  ;  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Grigfon  from 
New- Havem  j  befides  Mr.  Fenwick  the  governor  of 
Saybrooit  fort;  Mr.  Winflow  and  Mr.  Collier  from 
PI  1  mouth  1  he  Maflachufets  appointed  Mr.  Winthrop, 
r.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Bradtlreerof  the  magiftrates ;  Mr. 
awtiiorne, Mr. GibbonsandMr.Tyngof  the  deputies*. 

About 

% 

Ttlls  fubflfkd>  with  fo>ne  alterations,  until  the  year  16  36, 

vacated  by  a  com iffion  from 
thf  fecond;  cor  many  years,  commiffioners  met  annu- 
/  teptember,  and  occaftonally  at  other  times.  In  the  latter  part 
the  union  the  meetings  were  triennial.  A  fpecial  and  principal 
parr  of  their  bufinefs,  after  the  firft  years,  was  the  care  of  gofpel 
’7''"f  dle  The  fociety  eftablilhed  by  the  parliament  for  pro¬ 

pagating  the  gofpel  m  New-England  among  the  Indians,  of  which  we 
fii  . 11  hereafter  take  further  notice,_made  the  commiffioners  their  cor- 
e  pendents  ana  agents  for  difpenling  the  charitable  donations:  and 

auer  3  S'™'  or  a  new  charter  hy  King  Charles  the  fecond,  the  fame 
powers  ynd  truft  were  continued.  A  particular  account  of  all  their 
pi  oc  tea  mgs  in  this  capacity  is  preferved  in  their  records.  This  con¬ 
federacy  was  acknowledged  and  countenanced  by  the  authority  in 
Eng.aud  from  its  beginning  until  the  reiteration ;  and  in  .letters  from 

toleilbbffitn^°'ld’  li0tiCe  "  tak£n  °f  k  Wkh0Ut  eXCePtion 

July  23,  1643,  a  velTel  of  about  ioo  tons,  belonging  to  the  Ear1 
of  Warwick,  anived  at  Botton  from  trinadada,  in  order  to  tranfpor; 
pattengeis  to  people  the  ifland,  but  none  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
remove.  One  Chad  dock,  Ion  to  the  governor  of  Bermudas,  was 
commander  of  this  fhip.  He  was  a  loofe  profligate  man,  and  had  a 
crew  ike  him  I  elf.  .  five  or  fix  of  them  were  blown  up,  by  two  bar- 
rets  of  powder  taking  fire  in  the  pinnace  where  they  were,  near  the 
came.  Some  time  after,  flrange  fights  were  feen  about  the  cattle  and 
at  Governor’s  Bland,  in  form  like  a  man  catting  out  flame  and  fparks 
of  fire,  ana  a  voice  was  heard  in  feveral  pars  of  the  harbour,  cryino- 
“  Bo>S  b°y>  come  away,  come  away  of  ail  which  diver,  iober 
perfons  were  eye  and  ear  witriefles,  and  thefe  fights  and  noifes  were 
fuppofed  to  have  a  fpecial  reference  to  the  place  wdicre  the  pinnace  was 

blown  up.  One  of  the  men,  it  was  faid,  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
black  art.  r 

I  roin  manufcripts  and  printed  accounts  I  could  collefl  as  many  pro* 
digie?,  in  one  part  of  the  country  and  another,  at  different  times^  as 
would  fill  a  fmali  volume  ;  guns  fired  in  the  air,  great  quantities  of 
clay  catt  up  in  form  of  bullets  out  of  the  earth,  and  the  like  ;  but  I 
/bail  take  no  notice  of  any  other  than  this,  which  is  related  by  one  of 

the 
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About  this  time,  much  divifion  and  difturbance  in  i 
th-  colony  was  occafioned  by  the  French  of  Acadie  and 
Nova-Scotia.  It  is  neceffary  to  look  back  upon  the  f  ate 
of  thoie  countries.  After  Argali  difpoflefted  the  French 
in  1 6 1  they  feem  to  have  been  neglefled  both  by  Eng¬ 
lish  and  French,  until  the  grant  to  Sii  William  Alex¬ 
ander  in  1 62 1 .  That  he  made  attempts  and  began  fet- 
tlements  in  Nova-Scotia  has  always  been  ahowed,  the 
particular  voyages  we  have  no  account  of.  .  It  appeals 
from  Champlain +,  that  many  French  had  joined  with 
the  EngUfh  or  Scotch,  and  adhered  to  them  mtercU. 
Amon°r  the  reft.  La  Tour  was  at  Port  Royal  in  16^0, 
where  out  of  feventy  Scots,  thirty  had  died  the  winter 
before  from  their  bad  accommodations.  La  loin,  fi¬ 
ling  to  be  fafe,  let  the  title  be  in  which  it  would,  Eng- 
JiftT or  French,  procured  from  the  French  King  a  grant 
of  the  river  St.  John,  and  five  leagues  above  and  live 
below,  and  ten  leagues  into  the  country ;  this  was  in 

1627*.  At  tiie  ^ame  t*me  was  conne&ec*  vvic!l  t!ie 

Scotch,  and  firft  obtained  leave  to  improve  lands  and 
build  within  the  territory,  and  then,  about  tne  year 
1630,  purchafed  Sir  William  Alexander  s  title.. 

Tour’s  title  is  laid  to  have  been  confirmed  to  him  under 


the  belt  hiftorians  J  with  great  ferioufne/s,  as  if  he  had  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  it.  This  turn  of  mind  was  not  peculiar,  at  this  time,  to 
the  people  of  New  England.  It  was  prevalent  in  England.  If  the 
New-Englanders  exceeded,  the  new  feenes  they  had  juft  entered  upon, 
may  in  fome  meafure  account  for  it.  They  had  an  ocean,  a  thoufand 
leagues  in  extent,  between  them  and  alt  tne  dengatsof  hf  which  they 
had  once  enjoyed#  On  their  backs  they  had  a  vvildernels  without  li- 
mits.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  their  ears  were  fuled  wi  n  the  roaiing 
of  wolves  and  other  lavage  beafts,  or  which  was  much.  wode,  theyeLa 
of  favage  men.  Where  there  was  any  gloom  upon  the  mind,  fuch  a. 
feene  muft  tend  to  increafe  it. 

X  Hubbard . 
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This  appears  from  a  lift  of  the  feveral  grants  made  to  La  Tour, 
communicated  to  governor  Pownall  by  Monfieur  D  Entremont  a  very 
ancient  French  inhabitant  of  Acadie  defended  from  La  1  our,  and 
who  was  removed  to  Bofton  in  1756,  and  died  in  a  few  years  alter. 
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1644  the  8iea_t  fail  of  Scotland  +,  and  that  he  obtained  alfo  a 
grant  ol  a  baronettage  of  Nova-Scotia.  Penobfcot,  and 
an  the  country  weftward  and  fouthward,  was  at  this 
time  in  thepoffeffion  of  the  Englilh. 

In  1632,  La  Tour  obtained  from  the  French  Kincr  a 
grant  of  the  river  and  bay  of  St.  Croix  and  iflands  and 
lands  adjacent,  twelve  leagues  upon  the  lea  and  twenty 
leagues  into  the  land  *.  By  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains, 
the  fame  year,  Acadie  was  relinquifhed  by  the  Englifh, 
and  La  Tour  became  dependant  upon  the  French  alone! 
In  1634,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  ifle  of  Sables  ;  an¬ 
other  of  ten  leagues  upon  the  fea  and  ten  into  the  land  at 
La  Have;  another  of  Port  Royal  the  fame  extent;  and 
the  like  at  Menis,  with  all  adjacent  iflands  included  in  each 
grant.  Razilly  had  the  general  command,  who  appointed 
Monfieur  D’Aulney  de  Charnily  his  Lieutenant  of  that 
part  of  Acadie  weft  of  St.  Croix,  and  La  Tour  of  that 
eall.  In  confequence  of  this  divifion,  D’Aulney  came,  as 
has  been  related,  and  dilpofiefled  the  Englifti  at  Penob- 
icot  in  the  year  1635.  Razilly  died  fo°on  after,  and 
D  Aulney  and  La  Tour  both  claimed  a  general  command 
of  Acadie  and  made  war  upon  one  another.  D’Aulney, 
by  the  French  King’s  letter  to  him  in  1638,  was  ordered 
to  confine  himfelf  to  the  coaft  of  the  Etechemins,  which 
in  all  his  writings  he  makes  to  be  a  part  of  Acadie.  La 
Tour’s  principal  fort  was  at  St.  John’s.  As  their  chief 
views  were  the  trade  with  the  natives,  being  fo  near  toge¬ 
ther,  there  was  a  conftant  clafhingof  interest.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  1641,  La  Tour  fent  Rochet,  a  proteftant  of  Rochel, 
to  Bolton  from  St.  John’s,  with  propofalsfor  a  free  trade 
between  the  two  colonies,  and  defiring  aftiftance  againfl; 
D’Aulney  ;  but  not  having  fufficient  credentials,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  declined  any  treaty,  and  he  returned. 
The  next  year,  Odiober  6,  there  came  toBofton  a  fhallop 
from  La  I  our,  with  his  Lieutenant  and  1 4  men,  with  letters 

t  Hubbard.  It  is  probable  the  cafe  was  not  juft  as  reprefer, ted. 
King  Charles  in  162;  confirmed  Alexander’s  grant,  under  whom 
La  Tour  fettled. 

*  The  French  commiffaries  fpeak  of  this  grant  as  made  to  Razilly. 
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full  of  compliment,  defiringaidto  remove  D’Aulney  from  1 
Penobfcot,  and  renewing  the  propofal  of  a  free  trade* 
They  returned  without  any  affurance  of  what  was  princi¬ 
pally  defired,  but  fome  merchants  of  Bofton  lent  a  pinnace 
after  them  to  trade  with  La  Tour  at  the  river  St.  John. 
They  met  with  good  encouragement,  and  brought  letters 
to  the  o-overnor,  containing  a  large  (late  of  the  contro- 
verfy  between  D’Aulney  and  La  Tour  •,  but  flopping  at 
Pemaquid  in  their  way  home,  they  found  D’Aulney  upon 
a  vifit  there,  who  wrote  to  the  governor  and  fent  him  a 
printed  copy  of  an  arret  he  had  obtained  from  F  ran^e 
againft  La  Tour,  and  threatned,  that  if  any  veffels  came 
to  La  Tour  he  would  make  prize  of  them.  The  next 
fummer  (June  12)  La  Tour  himfelf  came  to  Bolton,  in 
a  Ihip  with  140  perfons  aboard,  the  matter  and  crevv 
being  proteflants  of  Rochel.  I  hey  took  a  pilot  out  of 
a  Boflon  vefiei  at  fea,  and  coming  into  the  harbour  faw 
a  boat  with  Mr.  Gibbon’s  lady  and  family,  who  were  go¬ 
ing  to  his  farm,  One  of  the  Frenchmen,  who  had  been 
entertained  at  the  houfe,  knew  her,  and  a  boat  being 


manned  to  invite  her  aboard,  fhe  fled  to  Governor  s  Ifland 
and  the  Frenchmen  after  her,  where  they  found  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  his  family,  who  were  all  greatly  furprized,  as 
was  the  whole  colony  when  they  heard  the  news  * ;  for 
had  it  been  an  enemy,  he  might  not  only  have  fecured  the 
governor’s  perfon,  but  taken  pofleflion  of  the  caftle  op¬ 
posite  to  the  ifland,  there  not  being  a  Angle  man  at  that 
time  to  defend  the  place  J*.  La  Four  acquainted  the  go¬ 
vernor,  that  this  fhip  coming  Irom  France,  with  fupplies 
for  his  fort,  found  it  blocked  up  by  D’Aulney  his  old 
enemy,  and  he  was  now  come  to  Bofton  to  pray  aid  to 
remove  him.  La  Tour  had  cleared  up  his  conduit,  lo  as 


to  obtain  a  permiffion  under  the  hands  of  the  Vice  Admiral 
and  Grand  Prior,  &c.  for  this  fhip  to  bring  fupplies  to 

*  The  town  was  fo  furprized,  that  they  were  all  immediately  in¬ 
arms,  and  three  fhallops  filled,  with  armed  men  were  fent  to  guard  the 
governor  home. 

4  This  occafioned  new  regulations  for  the  better  iecurity  of  the 
place.  The  caftle  was  rebuilt  in  1644,  at  the  charge  of  the  fix  neighbour¬ 
ing  towns.  JoJpnJon. 
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4  mm,  and  in  the  permifiion  he  was  {tiled  the  Kind’s  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  in  Acadie.  He  produced  alfo  letters  from 
the  agent  of  the  company  in  France,  advifing  him  to 
Jouk  to  himielf  and  to  guard  againft  the  defigns  of  D’Aul- 
ney.  The  governor  called  together  fuch  of  the  magiftrates 
and  deputies  as  were  near  the  town,  and  laid  btfore  them 
La  jour’s  requeft.  They  could  not,  confiftent  with  the 
a*tsc.es  they  had  juft  agreed  to  with  the  other  govern¬ 
ments,  grant  aid  without  their  advice;  but  they  did  not 
think  it  neceflary  to  hinder  any,  who  were  willing  to  be 
hired,  from  aiding  him,  which  he  took  very  thankfully  ; 
but  forne  being  difpleafed  with  thefe  conceftions,  the  go¬ 
vernor  called  a  fecond  meeting,  where,  upon  a  more  full 
debate, _  the  firft  opinion  was  adhered  to  *.  La  Tour  hired 
feui  mips  or  force,  and  took  yo  or  80  volunteers  into 
his  pay,  with  which  affi fiance  he  was  fafely  landed  at  his 
fort,  and  D’Aulney  fled  to  Penobfcot,  where  he  ran  his 
vefiels  afhore  ;  and  although  the  commander  of  the  fhips 
refufed  to  attaclc  him,  yet  iorrie  of  the  foldiers  joined  with 
La  Tour’s  men  in  an  aflault  upon  fome  of  D’Aulney’s 
men,  who  had  intrenched  themfelves ;  but  were  obliged 
to  betake  themfelves  to  flight,  having  three  of  their  num- 
bei  flam.  Fhe  fhips  returned  in  about  two  months, 
without  any  lofs.  The  governor  excufed  the  proceeding 
to  D’Aulney,  as  not  having  interefted  himfelf  in  the 
quarrel  between  them,  but  only  permitted  La  Tour,  in 

♦ 

*  Seme  of  the  magiftrates,  deputies  and  elders,  were  much  grieved 
<it  Jlia  proceeding.  A  remonftrance  to  the  governor  was  drawn  ud 
and  figned  by  Mr.  Sakonftall,  Mr.  Bradftreet,  and  Mr.  Symonds  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  Mr.  Nath.  Ward,  Ezekiel  Rogers,  Nathanael 
Rogers  and  John  Norton  of  the  elders  ;  wherein  they  condemn  the 
proceeding,  as  impolitic  and  unjuft,  and  fet  forth  “  that  they  Ihould 
expofe  their  trade  to  the  ravages  of  D’Aulney,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
colony  to  the  refentment  of  the  French  King,  who  would  not  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  the  diftindtion  of  permitting  and  commanding  force  to 
aftift  La  lour;  that  they  had  no  fufticient  evidence  of  the  juftice  of 
his  caufe,  ana  m  caufa  dubia  bellutn  von  eji  fufeipiendum  ;  that  La  Tour 
was  a  papift  attended  by  priefts,  friars,  &c.  and  that  they  were  in  the 
cafe  of  Jehofhaphat  who  joined  with  Ahab  an  idolater,  which  a&  was 
exprefty  condemned  in  icripture.'’  Manufcript  letters  and  original 
papers  4 
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his  diftrefs,  as  the  laws  of  chriftianity  and  humanity  re-  1644 
quired,  to  hire  fhips  and  men  for  his  money,  without  any 
commiffion  or  authority  derived  from  the  government  of 
the  colony.  D’Aulney  went  to  France,  and,  being  expec¬ 
ted  to  return  the  next  fumtner  1644,  with  a  great  mice. 

La  Tour  came  again  to  Bofton,  and  went  from  thence  to 
Mr.  Endicot,  who  was  then  governor  and  lived  at  Salem, 
and  who  appointed  a  meeting  of  magistrates  and  minifters^ 
to  confider  his  requeft.  Mod  of  the  magistrates  were  of 
opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  relieved  as  a  ciftrefied  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  in  point  of  prudence,  to  prevent  fo  dangerous 
an  enemy  as  D’Aulney  from  ftrengthening  himfelf  in  their 
neighbourhood ;  but  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  a  letter 
fhould  be  wrote  to  D’Aulney,  to  enquire  the  reason  of  his 
having  granted  commiffions  to  take  their  people,  and  to 
demand  fatisfadfion  for  the  wrong  he  had  done  to  them 
and  their  confederates,  in  taking  Penoblcot,  and  in  making 
prize  of  their  men  and  goods  at  the  Ifle  of  Sables  ;  at  the 
fame  time  intimating,  th^  altho’  thefe  people  who  went 
the  laft  year  with  La  Tour,  had  no  commiffion,  yet  if 
D’Aulney  could  make  it  appear  they  had  done  him  any 
wrong  (which  they  knew  nothing  of)  fatisraciion  fhould 
be  made ;  and  they  expected  he  fhould  call  in  all  his  com¬ 
miffions,  and  required  his  anfwer  by  the  bearer.  They 
likewife  acquainted  him,  that  their  merchants  had  entered 
into  a  trade  with  La  Tour,  which  they  were  refolved  to 
fupport  them  in.  La  Tour  being  able  to  obtain  nothing 
further,  returned  to  his  fort. 

Some  of  the  province  of  Maine  going  this  fummer 
(1644)  from  Saco  to  trade  with  La  Tour,  or  to  get  in  their 
debts,  put  in  at  Penobfcot  in  their  way,  and  were  detained 
prifoners  a  few  days;  but  for  the  fake  of  Mr.  Shurt  of 
Pemaquid,  one  of  the  company,  who  was  well  known  to 
D’Aulney,  they  were  releafed.  La  T  our  afterwards  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  Mr.  Wannefton,  another  of  the  company,  to 
attempt,  with  about  twenty  of  La  Tour’s  men,  to  take 
Penobfcot,  for  they  heard  the  fort  was  weakly  manned  and 
in  want  of  vidtuals.  They  went  firft  to  a  farm  houfe  of 
D’Aulney’s  about  fix  miles  from  the  fort.  They  burned 
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i644  tine  houfe  and  killed  the  cattle,  but  Wannetton  being 

L,J  ed  «  che  ^r,  the  reft  of  them  came  to  Bofton  § 

•  c  N  ep teni her,  letters  were  received  from  D’Aulnev 
informing  that  his  matter  thr*  k\*  17  iiuiney, 

jno-  thir  ?ho  11  “I  the  King  of  France  underftand- 

h°  M  r  d  ali°Wed  t0  La  ToUr’  laft  year,  by 

which  tUfe^VWaS  P‘0Ci;red  by  means  of  acommiffion 
which  he  Jewed  from  the  Vice-Admiral  of  France,  had 

given  m  charge  that  they  ihould  not  be  molefted  but 

fil0Uld  be  kept  with  them  and  all 
V  Bnghfh  ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  feme  af 

fairs,  he  intended  to  let  them  know  what  further  com- 
m.ftion  he  had,  &c.  Soon  after,  he  fent  a  commiftioner 
iuppefed  to  be  a  friar,  but  dreffed  in  lay  habit,  with  ten 
men  to  attend  him,  with  credentials  and  a  commifiion  un¬ 
der  the  great  feal  of  France,  and  copy  of  feme  late  nro- 
ceedmgs  again  1c  La  Tour,  who  was  proferibed  as  a  rebel 
anc  traitor,  having  fled  out  of  France  againft  fpecial  or- 
d '  ...The  governor  and  magiftrates  urged  much  a  re- 

preTerded'm  hth  ^  bUt  f°  n°  pUrPofe-  La  Tour 
aflr  hV “■ Iil,gUe"°5’  or  at  leaft  to  think  favour- 
aoly  of  that  religion  and  this  gave  him  a  preference  in 

the  efleetn  of  the  colony  to  D’Aulney ;  but  as  D’Aulnev 

feemed  to  be  eftablifhed  in  his  authority,  upon  propofals 

being  made  by  him  of  peace  and  friendlhip,  the  foflow- 

,  mg  articles  were  concluded  upon,  viz.  ^ 

“  ];H;V3remuent  J°hn  Endicot’  Efq;  governor 

of  i\ew-Fngland,  and  the  reft  of  the  maoiftrates 

there,  and  Monfieur  Marie  commiftioner  of  Mon- 

lieur  D’Aulney,  Knt.  governor  and  lieut.  general 

fc\  his  Majefty  the  King  of  France  in  Acadie,  a 

province  of  New  France,  made  and  ratified  at 

ftefton  in  the  Maflachufecs  aforefaid,  Odtober  8 
1 644.  ’ 

“  THE  Governor  and  all  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates 
do  promife  to  Mr.  Marie,  that  they,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  Enghfh  within  the  jurifdicflion  of  the  Maflachu- 
fets,  /ball  obferve  and  keep  firm  peace  with  Monfieur 
D  Aulney,  &c.  and  all  the  French  under  his  command 
m  Aca  he.  And  iikewife,  the  faid  M.  Marie  doth  pro- 

“  mife 


<  c 


c  c 


<c 


<c 


a 


iC 


«c 

5  C 


C  i 


a 

t6 


( 


— — 


MASSACHUSETS.BAT.  133 

mife  in  the  behalf  of  Monk  D’Aulney,  that  he  and  1644 
«  all  his  people  fhall  alio  keep  firm  peace  with  the  go- 
«  vernor  and  magiftrates  aforefaid,  and  with  all  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Mafiachufets  afore- 
<c  faid  ;  and  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  men,  both  the 
French  and  Englifh,  to  trade  with  each  other,  fo  that  if 
ci  any  occalion  of  offence  fhould  happen,  neither  part  iiiall 
attempt  any  thing  againft  the  other  in  any  hoftile  man- 
<c  ner,  until  the  wrong  be  firft  declared  and  complained 
cc  of,  and  due  fatisfaftion  not  given.  Provided  always, 

<c  the  governor  and  magiftrates  aforefaid  be  not  bound  to 
<c  reftrain  their  merchants  from  trading  with  their  fhips 
with  any  perfons,  whether  French  or  others,  wherelo- 
ever  they  dwell.  Provided  alfo,  that  the  full  ratification 
cc  and  conclufion  of  this  agreement  be  referred  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  commiftioners  of  the  united  colonies 
cc  of  New-England,  for  the  continuation  or  abrogation* 

<c  and  in  the  mean  time  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable.” 

This  agreement  freed  the  people  from  the  fears  they 
were  under  of  ravages  upon  their  fmall  veffels  and  out 
plantations.  La  Tour  was  fuffered  to  hire  a  veffel  to  carry 
a  fupply  of  provifions  to  his  fort  •,  which  veffel  he  took 
under  his  convoy  and  returned  home*. 

Mr; 


*  The  agreement  made  with  D’Aulney  was  afterwards  ratified  by 
the  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies,  but  he  proved  a  very  trouble- 
fome  neighbour  notwithftanding.  In  1645  he  made  prize  of  a  veffel, 
belonging  to  the  merchants  of  Boflon  going  to  La  Tour  with  provi¬ 
fions,  and  fent  the  men  home  (after  he  had  {tripped  them  of  their 
cloaths  and  kept  them  ten  days  upon  an  ifland)  in  a  fmall  old  boat, 
without  either  compafs  to  fleer  by  or  gun  to  defend  themfelves.  The 
governor  and  council  difpatched  away  a  vefiel  with  letters  to  expoftu- 
late  with  him  upon  this  adlion,  complaining  of  it  as  a  breach  of  the 
articles,  and  requiring  fatisfaflion ;  but  he  wrote  back  in  very  high  and 
lofty  language,  and  threatned  them  with  the  effects  of  his  mafler’s  dif- 
pleafure.  They  replied  to  D’Aulney,  that  they  were  not  afraid  of  any 
thing  he  could  do  to  them  ;  and  as  for  his  mafter,  they  knew  he  was 
a  mighty  prince,  but  they  hoped  he  was  jufl  as  well  as  mighty,  and 
that  he  would  not  fall  upon  them  without  hearing  their  caufe,  and  if 
he  fliould  do  it,  they  had  a  God  in  whom  to  truft  when  all  other  help 
failed.  With  this  fliip  D’Aulney  made  an  attempt  the  fame  year  upon 
La  Tour’s  fort  while  he  was  abfent,  having  left  only  50  men  in  it; 

but 
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3644.  Mr.  Endfcot  was  this  year  (1644)  chofen  ^overnrr 
and  Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor.  Mr,  Pynchon 
5  llv,nS  vei7  remote  at  Springfield,  had  been  left  out 

of 

but  his  lady  bravely  defended  it,  and  D’Aulney  returned  difappoVed 
and  charged  the  Maffachufets  with  breach  of  covenant  in  enKft 

tttl  h  and,fendlnS,h°Te  hdy •  Tbey  excufed  themfelves  in  % 

n  ’  ,/  uP,rg’  th~  La  Tour  had  hired  three  London  (hips  which 
.  lay  in  the  harbour.  T o  this  letter  D'Aulney  refufed  at  firli  fo  return 

any  anfvver,  and  refufed  to  fuffer  the  mefl'enger,  Capt.  Allen 

come  within  his  fort;  but,  at  length,  wrote  in  a  high  drain  de 

^"ete3  When'rh  ^  ^  ^  Wh!ch  had  been  bllrnt>  threatning 
fend  r  »  phJ  *e  c,°.mmifll0ners  met  in  September,  they  agreed  to 
fend  Capt.  Bridges  to  him,  with  the  articles  of  peace  ratified  by  them 

ana  demanding  a  ratification  from  him  under  his  own  hand.  D'Aui- 

”Z/Tl!l,neA  feffe"Ser  with  courtefy  and  all  the  ftate  he 
cou.d,  but  refu.ed  to  fign  the  articles,  until  the  differences  between 

tnem  were  compofed;  and  wrote  back,  that  he  perceived  their  drift 
was  to  gam  time,  whereas  if  their  meffengers  had  been  furni/hed  with 
power  to  have  treated  with  him  and  concluded  about  their  differences' 
e  counted  not  ad  might  have  been  compofed,  for  he  ftood  morb 
upon  ms  honour^  than  his  intereft,  and  he  would  fit  ftill  until  the 
prmg  expecting  their  anfvver.  The  general  court,  upon  confidering 
this  anlvver,  reiolved  to  lend  the  depuiy  governor  Mr.  Dudley,  Mat 
jor  Demfon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn,  with  full  powers  to  treat  and  de¬ 
termine,  and  wrote  to  D’Aulney,  acquainting  him  with  their  refo- 
lution,  and  that  tney  had  agreed  to  the  place  he  defired,  viz.  Penob- 
fcot  or  Pentagon,  and  referred  the  time  to  him,  provided  it  fliould  be 
m  the  mont.i  of  September.  This  was  oppofed  by  feme,  as  too  great 
a  condefcenfion,  and  they  would  have  had  him  come  to  the  En^lifh 
iettlement  at  Pemaquid  ;  but  his  commiffion  of  lieutenant-genera?  for 
the  King  of  France  was  thought  by  others  to  carry  fe  much  dignity 
wit!;  it,  that  it  would  be  no  difiionour  to  the  colony  to  go  to  his  own 
iiouie;  but  it  fee  ms  he  was  too  good  a  hufband  to  put  himfeif  to  the 
exper.ee  of  entertaining  the  meffiengers,  and  wrote  in  anfvver  that  he 
perceived  they  were  now  in  earnefl  and  defired  peace,  as  he  did  alfo 
lor  ms  part,  and  that  he  thought  himfeif  highly  honoured  by  their 
vete  to  fend  fo  many  of  their  principal  men  to  him ;  but  defired  he 
might  fpare  them  the  labour,  and  he  would  fend  two  or  three  of  his 
to  Bofton,  in  Auguf  following  (1646)  to  hear  and  determine,  &c0 
On  the  20th  of  September,  Meffrs.  Marie,  Lewis,  and  D’Aulney’s  fe- 
cretary,  arrived  at  Bolton  in  a  imall  pinnace,  and  it  being  Lord’s  day, 
two  officers  were  lent  to  receive  them  at  the  water  fide°  and  to  con- 
duti  them  to  their  lodgings  without  any  noife,  and  after  the  public 
worffiip  was  over,  the  governor  lent  Major  Gibbons,  with  other 
gentlemen  and  a  guard  of  mu&eteers,  to  attend  them  to  his  houfe, 

where 
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of  the  number  of  afliftants,  was  again  reftored  +.  The  1644 
o-eneral  court  fhewed  a  prudent  compliance  with  the 
powers  prevailing  in  England,  and  pailed  the  following 
order. 

“  WHEREAS  the  civil  wars  and  difientions  in  our  na¬ 
tive  country,  through  the  feditious  words  and  carriages  of 
many  evil  affected  perfons,  caufe  divilions  in  many  places 

where  they  were  entertained.  The  next  morning  they  began  upon 
bufinefs,  and  every  day  dined  in  public,  and  were  conducted  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  to  and  from  the  place  of  treaty  with  great  ceremony. 

Great  injuries  were  alledged  on  both  Tides,  and  after  feveral  days 
fpent,  an  amnefty  was  agreed  upon.  One  Capt.  Cromwell  had  taken 
in  the  Weil  Indies  a  rich  fedan  made  for  the  Vice  Roy  oi'  Mexico, 
which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Winthrop  :  This  was  Tent  as  a  prefent  to 
D’Aulney,  and  well  accepted  by  his  commiilioners,  the  treaty  renewed, 
and  all  matters  amicably  fettled.  In  the  mean  time,  D’Aulney  effec¬ 
tually  anfwered  his  main  purpofe,  for  by  his  high  language  he  kept 
the  colony  from  afhfting  La  Tour,  took  his  fort  from  him,  with  ten 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  in  furs  and  other  merchandife,  ordnance 
flores,  plate,  jewels,  &c.  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  Maffachufets  mer¬ 
chants,  to  one  only  of  whom  (Major  Gibbons)  La  Tour  was  indebted. 
2500/.  which  was  wholly  loft.  La  Tour  went  to  Newfoundland, 
where  he  hoped  to  be  aided  by  Sir  David  Kirk,  but  was  disappointed, 
and  came  from  thence  to  Bofton,  where  he  prevailed  upon  fome  mer¬ 
chants  to  fend  him  with  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  in  goods 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  bay  of  Fundy.  He  di  bluffed  the  Eng- 
lifh,  who  were  fent  in  the  veffel,  and  never  thought  proper  to  return 
himfelf  or  render  any  account  of  his  confignments.  D’Aulney  died 
before  the  year  1652,  and  La  Tour  married  his  widow,  and  repof- 
feffed  himfelf,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  his  former  eftate  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia  ;  and  in  1691,  a  daughter  of  D’Aulney  and  a  canonefs  at  St. 
Omers  dying,  made  her  brothers  and  fillers  La  Tours  her  general  le¬ 
gatees.  Under  them,  and  by  force  of  divers  confirmations  of  former 
grants  made  by  Lewis  the  14th,  between  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  and 
that  of  Utrecht,  D’Entremont  aforementioned  claimed  a  great  part 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  and  of  the  country  of  Acadie.  Of 
part  of  thofe  in  Nova  Scotia  he  was  pofTeffed,  when  all  the  French 
inhabitants  were  removed  by  order  of  admiral  Bofcawen  and  general 
Lawrence. 

f  Feb.  26,  1644,  the  country’s  ammunition,  for  greater  fecurity, 
having  been  fent  to  Roxbury  to  be  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  the  furveyor- 
genera!,  J.  johnfon,  the  houfe  took  fire  by  accident,  at  noon  day,  and 
was  foon  blown  up,  there  being  17  barrels  of  powder  in  it,  but  no 
other  damage  was  done.  Every  one  was  ready  to  make  their  obfer- 
vations,  one  was  pretty  obvious^  viz.  that  there  had  not  been  due 
sare  taken  to  pay  for  the  powder.  Hubbard. 
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1644  cf  government  in  America,  fome  profeffing  themfelves 
o.  the  King,  and  others  for  the  parliament,  not  con- 
licering  that  the  parliament  themfelves  profefs  that  they 

and  for  the  King  and  parliament  againft  the  malignant 
papiits  and  delinquents  in  that  kingdom.  It  is  therefore 
ordered,  that  what  perfon  foever  lhail  by  word,  writing 
or  action  endeavour  to  difturb  our  peace,  direftly  or  in¬ 
directly,  by  drawing  a  party  under  pretence  that  he  is 
for  the  King  of  England  and  fuch  as  join  with  him  againft 
t  ie  pailiament,  fhall  be  accounted  as  an  offender  of  a 
high  nature  againft  this  commonwealth,  and  to  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  with,  either  capitally  or  oiherwife,  according  to 
the  quality  and  degree  of  his  offence.  Provided  always, 
that  this  fhad  not  be  extended  againft  any  merchant 
ftrangers  and  fhipmen  that  come  hither  merely  for  mat- 
ter  of  tr^de  01  niercnandize^  albeit  they  fhould  come  from 
any  of  thofe  parts  that  are  in  the  hands  of  the  King  and 
fuch  as  adhere  to  him  againft  the  parliament,  carrying 
themfelves  here  quietly  and  free  from  railing  or  nourifh^ 

ing  any  fadlion,  mutiny  or  fedition  amongft  us  as  afore- 
faid.33 

We  fhall  find  the  authority  here,  acquiefcing  under 
every  change  of  government  in  England.  When  we  con- 
hder  the  dependance  of  a  colony  upon  its  mother  country, 
nothing  lefs  is  ordinarily  to  be  cxpe&ed  *. 

1  he  Indians,  this  year,  were  at  war  among  themfelves. 
Miantinomo,  the  great  fachem  of  Naraganfet,  not  being 
able  to  unite  them  all  againft  the  Englifh,  fhewed  his  re- 
fentment  againft  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Mohegins,  and  the 
tvyo  petty  iachems,  Poinham  and  Sachonoco,  near  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  bur  in  an  aftion  between  the  Naraganfets  and 
Mohegins,  Miantinomo  was,  unfortunately  for  him, 
taKen  prifoner.  1  he  court  ordered  ten  men  to  ferve  as 

*  Vapt.  Daniel  Gookins,  who  cnme  to  New-England  from  Virginia, 
was  m -ice  free  the  29th  of  the  3d  month  164.4*  hie  was  afterwards 
an  afiifhnt  and  major-general  of  the  colony,  a  zealous  active  man,  but 
rigid  in  his^  principles  in  church  and  ftate  beyond  molt  of  thofe  who 
came  hrd  from  England.  I  find  a  perfon  of  his  name,  in  Purchafe, 
among  the  principal  perfons  in  Virginia. 

a  gar- 
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a  garrifon  in  the  country  of  the  two  petty  fachems,  and  1644 
a  Itrong  palifadoed  houfe  to  be  built  there. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies  interpofed 
between  the  Naraganfcts  and  Mohegins,  and  by  meffen- 
gers  recommended  peace  to  both  ot  them  ;  offering,  as 
mediators  and  umpires,  to  fettle  and  determine  their  dif¬ 
ferences.  Yoncho,  fachem  of  Munhanfet  on  Long-Ifland, 
came  to  the  commiffioners  at  Hartford,  and  defired  that 
he  and  his  people  might  be  preferved  from  all  injuries, 
profeffing  himielf  a  friend  both  to  the  Englifh  and  Dutch, 
having  been  a  tributary  to  the  former  ever  fince  the  Pe- 
quod  war,  and  he  and  his  people  were  received  into  pro¬ 
tection  Cutfhamach,  fachem  of  the  Maflachufets  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bolton,  having  fubjected  himfelf 
formerly  to  the  Englifh  ;  Paffaconaway  and  his  fons,  from 
Merrimack,  now  came  voluntarily  and  defired  that  they 
alfo  might  be  received  upon  the  fame  articles.  The  In¬ 
dians  more  and  more  acquiring  the  life  of  fire-arms,  the 
commiffioners,  this  year,  pafied  an  ad,  that  no  perfon, 
within  any  of  the  united  colonies  ffiould  diredly  or  in- 
diredly  fell  any  kind  of  arms  or  ammunition  to  an  Indian, 
under  penalty  of  twenty  for  one*,  nor  any  finith  or  other 
perfon  mend  any  gun  or  other  weapon  for  an  Indian,  un¬ 
der  the  like  penalty  -f\  There  was  a  propofal  likewife 
made,  among  the  commiffioners,  for  an  exclofive  trade 
with  the  Indians,  to  be  carried  on  by  a  company  to  con- 
fill  of  fubfcribers  from  the  feveral  governments ;  each  go¬ 
vernment  to  have  a  diftind  committee  to  receive  fubfcrip- 
tions,  take  in  flock,  &c.  the  whole  to  be  under  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  commiffioners.  This  propofal  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  fcverai  general  courts,  but  never  agreed 

*  By  an  aft  of  the  commifTionen  this  year,  Southampton  upon  I^ong 
IHand  was  annexed  to  the  jurifdsftion  of  Connecticut,  and  IVIariha’s 
Vineyard  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Malihchufets. 

4  Some  of  the  people  of  Phode  Ifland  applies!  to  the  commifhoners 
this  year,  that  their  colony  might  be  united  to  force  one  of  the  other 
colonies.  The  coffimiiiioners  approved  of  the  propolal,  provided  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants  fhould  join  in  the  application,  and  re¬ 
commended  to  Maffachuftts  or  Plimouth  in  fuch  cafe  to  receive  them. 

to. 
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644  to.  The  Maffacluifets  was  more  confiderable  than  all 
the  other  colonies  together,  and  this  alone  was  enough 

to  have  prevented  them  from  approving  of  iuch  a  mo- 
tion  f . 

645  The  next  year,  1645,  a  meeting  extraordinary  of  the 
cornmiffioners  was  held  at  Bofton ;  when  it  was  thought 
necelTary  to  fend  meffengers  to  the  fachems  of  Naraganfet 
and  Mohegin  to  require  their  appearance  at  Bofton,  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  lulpend  the  wars  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions.  It  feems  to  have  been  good  policy  not  to  havein- 
terpoied  in  this  quarrel,  but  the  Englifh  were  afraid  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Naraganfets,  who,  although  they  had,  by 
an  accident,  loft:  their  chief  fachem  yet  were  much  more 
numerous  than  the  Mohegins,  and  had  divers  other  ftout 
fachems,  Pefficus,  Canonicus,  and  others,  to  head  their 
armies;  and  as  the  Englifh  had  generally  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  the  Mohegins,  it  was  feared  that  as  foon  as  they 
were  lubdued,  if  not  in  the  courle  of  the  war,  the  Nara¬ 
ganfets  and  their  allies  would  fall  upon  the  plantations  of 
the  Englifh,  againft  whom  they  were  then  in  a  peculiar 
manner  enraged  for  the  death  of  Miantinomo  their  fa¬ 
chem;  for  after  Uncas  had  taken  him  prifoner,  being 
at  a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  him,  he  carried  him  to  Hart¬ 
ford  and  left  him  with  the  Englifh  there,  who  kept  him 
under  a  guard.  Uncas  applied  to  the  cornmiffioners  for 
advice.  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Miantinomo 
•ought  to  be  put  to  death  for  having  procured  a  Pequod 
to  (hoot  Uncas,  and  for  having  been  at  the  head  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  the  Englifh  ;  but  they  ordered  Uncas 
to  carry  him  out  of  their  jurifdibtion,  and  to  flay  him 
without  that  torture  and  cruelty  ufually  prabtifed  by  the 
Indians  upon  their  prifoners.  This  fentence  was  executed 
accordingly,  fome  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants  accompany¬ 
ing  the  Indians  to  fee  it  performed. 

At  frft,  the  Naraganfets  gave  kind  words  to  the  mef¬ 
fengers  from  the  Englifh  governments,  but  they  foon 
changed  their  tone  and  determined  to  have  no  peace  with¬ 
out  Uncas’s  head.  Mr.  Williams,  from  Providence,  gave 
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notice  to  the  commiffioners,  that  the  Naraganfets  would  1645 
fuddenly  break  out  againft  the  Englifh.  He  himfelf  had 
always  been  their  favourite,  and  they  had  fettled  a  neu¬ 
trality  with  the  people  of  his  colony.  The  commiff  oners 
drew  up  a  declaration,  containing  the  foregoing  with 
other  fads,  which  they  apprehended  fufficient  to  juftify 
them  in  making  war  againft  the  Naraganfets,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  raife  300  men  *  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and 
that  40  fhould  be  difpatched  immediately  from  the  Maft 
fachufets  without  waiting  for  the  aftembling  of  the  gene* 
ral  court,  which  the  governor  confented  to.  The  two 
commiffoners  from  the  Maffachufets  T  fent  to  the  majors 
of  Suffolk  and  Midcllefex  for  their  affiftance  in  railing 
the  40  men,  and  at  the  fame  time,  left  there  fhould  not 
be  a  voluntary  inliftment,  they  fent  warrants  to  the  con- 
ftables  of  the  fix  neareft  towns,  intimating  the  neceffity* 
and  requiring  them  to  imprefs  the  40  men  and  a  number 
of  horfes  to  be  ready  in  two  days,  which  was  done  ac¬ 
cordingly.  An  attempt  having  been  made  for  volunteers 
without  fuccefs,  the  third  day  the  whole  number  were 
impreffed  and  fent  away  under  Humphry  Atherton  their 
leader,  with  fome  horfes  and  two  of  the  Maffachufets  In¬ 
dians  for  their  guides,  to  wait  at  Mohegin  for  the  Con¬ 
necticut  and  New-Haven  forces.  The  general  court  of 
the  Maffachufets  met  before  the  forces  were  out  of  the 
jurifdiftion.  The  deputies  took  no  exception  to  the  im¬ 
prefs  of  men  upon  an  emergency,  although  they  had  no 
voice  in  it,  but  thought  it  neceffary  that  a  commiffion 
from  the  whole  court  fhould  be  fent  after  the  men  j  but 
the  magiftrates  refufed  their  confent,  and  the  commif- 
fioners  oppofed  the  proceeding,  left  it  fhould  weaken  their 
authority  if  any  forces  fhould  be  afterwards  fent  out  by 
them.  A  commiffion  was  likewife  given  to  Major  Gib¬ 
bons  to  be  general  of  the  forces  of  the  united  colonies  for 
this  expedition,  and  inftrudtions  were  given  him,  and 
veffels  were  preparing  to  tranfport  provifions  and  other 
necefTaries.  The  news  of  an  army  of  Engliff  preparing 

MafTacnufets  190,  Plimouth  40,  Connecticut  40,  New-Haven  30. 

$  Mr,  Wmthrop  and  Mr.  Pelham, 

to 
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1645  ro  march,  intimidated  the  Naraganfets,  and  brought  them 
to  fubmit  to  peace  upon  the  terms  propofed  to  them. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  Miantinomo,  the  Naraganfets 
had  fent  a  prefent  of  wampom  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  defiring 
to  keep  peace  with  the  Englilh,  and  to  revenge  their 
fachem’s  death  upon  Uncas  and  the  Mohegins.  Mr. 
Winthrop  refufed  to  receive  it  upon  thofe  terms,  but  the 
meflengers  defired  they  might  leave  it,  until  they  had 
further  advifed  with  their  iachems,  which  was  allowed  to 
be  done.  1  he  commiiTioners  being  informed  hereof, 
thought  it  proper,  by  meflengers  of  their  own,  to  return 
tl'.e  wampom.  To  return  a  belt  received  from  the  In¬ 
dians,  is  looked  upon  by  them  as  the  highefi:  evidence  of 
a  refufal  to  comply  with  the  propofals  made  at  fending 
it.  The  meflengers  however  departed  from  their  inftruc- 
tions ;  for  finding  the  Naraganfets  difpofed  to  fubmit, 
and  that  the  fachem  and  others  were  coming  to  Bofton, 
they  brought  back  the  wampom,  and  wrote  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Connecticut  forces  and  to  the  commander 
of  the  men  fent  from  Maflachufets,  acquainting  them 
with  the  profpeCt  of  peace,  &c.  This  aCtion  offended 
the  commiflioners,  who  did  not  intend  the  proceeding  of 
the  forces  fhould  be  retarded. 

Fessacus,  with  two  other  chief  men  of  the  Naragan¬ 
fets,  and  Awafequan  in  behalf  of  the  Nianticks,  Janemo 
the  fachem  being  fick,  within  a  few  days  after  came  to 
Bofton,  with  a  large  number  of  Indians  in  their  train. 
The  commiflioners  allured  them,  that  however  the  treaty 
fhould  end,  they  fhould  receive  no  injury,  but  fhould  flay 
and  return  in  fafety;  and  then  reminded  them  of  their 
former  treaty,  by  which  they  engaged  not  to  enter  into 
war  with  Uncas  or  any  other  Indians  without  firft  ac¬ 
quainting  the  Englilh  with  the  caufe  thereof;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  they  had  this  fummer  feveral  times  invaded 
Uncas,  and  had  flain,  wounded  and  taken  prifoners  feveral 
of  his  people  and  done  him  much  damage,  and  forced  the 
Englifh  according  to  their  engagements  to  fend  forces  at 
different  times  to  defend  him  ;  that  when  they  were  fent 
to  by  the  Maflachufets,  and  had  fair  offer  made,  they 
,  *  abufed 
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abufed  the  meffengers,  thrCatned  the  colonies,  and  de-  1645 
dared  “  let  who  will  have  begun  the  war  we  will  conti¬ 
nue  it  until  we  have  Uncas  his  head/5 

The  fachems  at  firft  charged  Uncas  with  injuries,  that 
he  had  taken  a  ranfom  for  Miantinomo’s  life  and  then 
flew  him,  and  they  were  loth  to  acknowledge  any  breach 
of  covenant  with  the  Englifh.  They  offered  to  make 
peace  with  Uncas  for  a  year,  or  fome  fhbrt  time,  but  this 
not  being  fatisfaftory,  they  defired  to  know  what  was 
expedted  from  them.  Whereupon  the  commiffioners  told 
them,  that  their  breach  of  covenant  was  the  caufe  of  all 
the  expence  which  the  Englifh  had  been  at  in  preparing 
for  war,  and  it  was  reafonable  that  they  fliould  reimburfe 
it  •,  but  the  commiffioners,  to  ffiew  their  moderation,  de¬ 
manded  only  2000  fathoms  of  wampum  (which  was  a  fum 
far  fhort  of  their  charges)  to  be  paid  at  different  periods* 
and  that  they  fhould  reftore  to  Uncas*  his  captives  and 
canoes,  and  make  fatisfaftion  for  deftroying  his  corn,  &c. 
keep  perpetual  peace  with  the  Englifh  and  all  thei'r  allies 
and  fubjcdts,  and  give  hoftages  for  the  performance  of 
their  engagements.  Thefe  were  hard  terms,  and  it  was 
with  great  reluftance  that  they  finally  fubmitted  to  them  ; 
but  they  knew  that  part  of  the  Englifh  forces  was  gone 
into  their  country,  and  they  were  afraid  that,  even 
whilft  the  treaty  was  depending,  hoftilities  would  be  be¬ 
gun  *,  and  finally,  the  30th  of  Auguft  1645,  they  figned 
to  the  agreement  as  the  commiffioners  had  prepared  it, 
and  left  fome  of  their  number  *  hoftages  as  a  fecurity 
for  the  performance  of  it  f .  The  fmall  Englifh  army, 
which  was  ready  to  march,  was  difbanded,  and  the  4th  of 

Peflacus  s  child,  and  a  child  of  his  brother,  and  two  other  children 
«f  perfons  of  note.  They  attempted  to  fubfiitute  three  or  four  chil- 
'dren  of  the  meaneft  of  the  people,  but  were  difeovered.  Rec .  fcfr* 
f  Phey  tried  every  way  to  avo/d  complying  with  the  agreement 
Soon  after,  they  reported  that  the  Mohawks  had  fent  their°a dvice  to 
them  to  pay  no  peag,  they  would  difeharge  them  from  the  fine* 

W  hen  this  would  not  do,  they  laid  a  fcheme  for  carrying  off  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Englifh  children  in  order  to  redeem  their  own,  but  they  were 

afraid^  to  execute  it.  Benedia  Arnold's  letter  to  Gov.  Wintbrop ,  May 
2C),  10^6*  /  '  T  * 


* 


H?.  THE  HISTORY  OF 

1 645  September,  which  had  been  appointed  for  a  faft,  was 
now  ordered  to  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  thankfgiving  *. 

About  this  time  there  was  another  ftruggle  for  power 
between  the  affiltants  or  magiftrates,  and  the  deputies. 
The  latter  could  not  bear  their  votes  flhould  lofe  their  ef¬ 
fect 

*  pncas,  the  fachem  of  the  Mohegins,  was  hated  and  envied  by 
the  Naraganfets  for  his  attachment  to  the  Englifh  and  the  diftinguifh- 
Ing  favours  lhewn  him  in  return.  In  1638,  having  entertained  fome 
of  the  Pequods  after  the  war  with  them,  and  fearing  he  had  given  of¬ 
fence,  he  came  to  the  governor  at  Bofton  and  brought  a  prefent  which 
was  at  firft  refafed  ;  but  afterwards,  the  governor  being  fatisfied  that 
he  had  no  defigns  againft  the  Engliffi,  it  was  accepted,  and  he  pro- 
xnifed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  orders  as  he  fhould  receive  from  the  Englifh 
concerning  the  Pequods,  and  alfo  concerning  the  Naraganfets  and 
his  behaviour  towards  them,  and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  thefe 
words :  €<  T.  his  heart  (laying  his  hand  upon  his  breaft)  is  not  mine 
but  your’s.  Command  me  any  difficult  fervice  and  I  will  do  it ;  I 
have  no  men  but  they  are  all  yours.  I  will  never  believe  any  Indian 
again  ft  the  Engliffi  any  more.”  He  was  difmiffed  with  a  prefent,  went 
home  joyful,  carrying  a  letter  of  prote&ion  for  himfelf  and  men 
through  the  Englifh  plantations,  and  never  was  engaged  in  hoftilities 
againft  any  of  the  colonies,  although  he  furvived  Philip’s  war,  and 
died  a  very  old  man  after  the  year  1680. 

The  Naraganfets  failed  in  the  payment  of  the  wampum  ;  and  in 
1646,  meffengers  were  lent  to  them  from  the  commiffioners,  but  Pef- 
facus  their  chief  fachem  not  attending,  in  1647  the  meffage  was  re¬ 
peated,  and  he  then  pretended  ficknefs  and  fent  Ninigrate,  a  fachem 
of  the  Nianticks,  to  aft  in  his  behalf,  and  told  the  meffenger  that  it 
was  true  he  had  not  kept  his  covenant,  but  added,  that  he  entred  into 
it  for  fear  of  the  army  which  he  faw,  and  that  he  was  told  that  if  he 
did  not  fet  his  hand  to  fuch  and  fuch  things,  the  army  fhould  go 
againft  the  Naraganfets.  When  Ninigrate  appeared,  he  alked  how 
the  Naraganfets  became  indebted  to  the  Englifh  in  fo  large  a  fum,  and 
being  told  that  it  was  for  the  expence  the  Naraganfets  had  put  them 
to  by  their  breach  of  covenant,  he  then  pleaded  poverty;  but  the 
commiffioners  infilling  on  the  demand,  he  fent  fome  of  his  people 
back  to  procure  what  he  could,  but  brought  200  fathom  only.  They 
gave  him  leave  to  go  home  and  allowed  him  further  time.  The 
whole  was  not  paid  until  1650,  when  Capt.  Atherton,  with  twenty 
men,  was  fent  to  demand  the  arrears,  which  was  then  about  300  fa¬ 
thoms.  Pefiacus  put  him  off  fome  time  with  dilatory  anfwers,  not 
fuffering  him  to  come  into  his  prefence.  In  the  mean  while  his  people 
were  gathering  together,  but  the  Captain  carrying  his  twenty  foldiers 
fo  the  door  of  the  wigwam,  entered  himfelf  with  his  piftol  in  his  hand, 
leaving  his  men  without,  and  feizing  Peffacus  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 

drew 
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fed  by  the  non-concurrence  of  the  former  who  were  fo  1645 
much  fewer  in  number  *,  but  by  the  firmnefs  of  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  the  affiftants  maintained  their  right  at  this  time, 
andj(March  25,  1644)  the  deputies,  .not  being  able  to 
prevail,  moved  that  the  two  houfes  might  fit  apart,  and 
from  that  time  votes  were  fent  in  a  parliamentary  way 
from  one  houfe  to  the  other,  and  the  confent  of  both  was 
neceffary  to  an  ad  of  the  court.  This  continued  1  fhort 
time,  without  any  further  provifionj  but  finally,  the  ma- 
giftrates  confented,  that  in  appeals  from  the  lower  courts 
and  all  judicial  proceedings,  if  the  two  houfes  diriered,  the 
major  vote  of  the  whole  fhould  determine.  The  deputies 
alfo  looked  with  envy  upon  the  powers  exercifed  by  the 
magiftrates  in  the  recefs  of  the  general  court.,  and  fent 
up  a  vote  or  bill  to  join  fome  of  their  number  with  the 
magiftrates,  who  flhould  receive  a  commifiion  from  the 
court,  but  this  was  refufed  as  an  innovation  upon  the 
charter.  The  houfe  then  defired  the  magiftrates  would 
fufpend  the  exercife  of  their  executive  power  until  the 
next  feffion.  They  anfwered,  that  they  muft  ad  as  oc° 
cafion  required,  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 

The  fpeaker  told  them  they  would  not  be  obeyed..  The 
court  broke  up  in  this  temper.  But,  difturbances  hap¬ 
pening  with  the  Indians,  it  was  called  together  again  in  a 
fhort  time,  and  the  deputies  voted  that  ( falvo  jure)  for 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  colony  the  governor  and  af- 
fiftants  fhould  take  order  for  the  welfare  of  the  people^ 
in  all  fudden  cafes  which  may  happen  within  the  jurif- 
didion,  until  the  next  feffion  of  the  court.  By  agi  cement, 

drew  him  from  the  midft  of  a  great  number  of  his  attendants,  threat- 
ning,  that  if  one  of  them  offered  to  ftir  he  would  difpatch  him.  Pef- 
facus  prefently  paid  down  what  was  demanded,  and  the  Englifh  re¬ 
turned  in  fafety.  Ninigrate,  after  this,  began  to  ftir  up  new  troubles 
from  the  Nianticks,  but,  upon  fending  Capt.  Davis  with  a  troop  of 
horfe  into  the  Indian  country,  he  was  ftruck  with  a  panick  and  would 
not  be  feen  by  the  Englifh,  until  he  had  afiurance  of  his  life,  and  then 
he  readily  complied  with  their  demands;  and  they  and  the  other  In¬ 
dians  continued  quiet  many  years,  until  by  familiar  intercourfe  and  the 
ufe  of  fire-arms  they  became  more  emboldened,  and  engaged  in  the  war 
in  *675,  which  ifTu'ed  in  their  total  deftrudlion.  Recorrfi  of  united  colonies. 

r  ,2  m 


44 . 


the  history  of 

645  all  the  minifters  were  called  in  at  the  next  feffion,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  their  opinion  upon  the  point  in  difference, 
x  hey  determined,  that  the  governor,  deputy  governor, 
and  affiftants  were  inverted  with  the  magiltratical  power, 
(the  nature  .and  extent  of  this  power  is  left  in  the  dark,)  and 
that  they  do  not  derive  it  from  the  people,  who  were 
only  to  defign  fuch  perfons  as  they  thought  fit  for  the 
exercife  of  thofe  powers.  Several  other  points  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  minifters  at  the  fame  time,  and  all  agreed 
to  by  botn  houfes  with  iome  fmall  amendment  *. 

I  he  controverfy  between  the  two  houfes  at  this  time, 
was  occafioned  by  a  difference  in  fentiment  upon  the 
identity  ot  a  iwine,  which  was  claimed  by  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  as  having  itrayed  from  her  fome  years  before,  and 
her  title  being  diiputed  by  a  perfon  of  more  confequence, 
divided,  not  the  court  only,  but  the  whole  country. 
The  identity  of  Martin  Guerre  was  not  more  controverted 
in  France.  I  icy  and  compaftion  for  the  poor  woman 
prevailed  with  the  common  people  againft  right.  At  laft, 
thofe  magiftrates  who  had  been  in  favour  of  the  other 
fide,  for  the  magiftrates  were  divided  too,  Dudley  on 
one  fide  and  Beihngham  the  other,  perfuaded  the  perfon 
who  they  fuppofed  had  a  good  title,  and  who  had  reco¬ 
vered  bciow,  to  relinquifh  it,  that  the  public  peace  mi^ht 
be  reftored  ff.  1  * 

Mr.  Dudley  had  the  place  of  governor  for  1645,  an<^ 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor.  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq 
who  arrived  not  long  before,  was  added  to  the  affiftants 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  I  fuppofe  died  this 
year.  Mr.  Pelham  being  a  gentleman  diftinguifhed  by 
his  family,  eftate,  and  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  was  alfo, 
this  firft  year  of  his  arrival,  chofen  commiffioner  for  the 
united  colonies,  Mr.  Winthrop  being  the  other. 

*  Mail.  Record?.  4  MS. 

I  Mr.  Pelham  was  of  the  fame  family  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
TSewcaftle.  Ifc  tarried  but  a  lew  years  in  New-England.  It  appears 
by  letters  from  England,  that  in  1650  he  lived  upon  his  eftate  in  the 
country  there,  lie  was  intruded  by  the  colony  in  their  affairs  in  Eng- 
*and,  relative  to  an  encouragement  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among 
2ne  .Indians,  and  Was  a  great  promoter  of  that  work. 
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In  1646,  Mr.  Winthrop  was  chofen  governor,  and  Mr.  1646 
Dudley  deputy  governor  j  Mr.  Endicot  and  Mr.  Pelham 
commiffioners  *. 

A  great  difturbance  was  caufed  in  the  colony,  this 
year,  by  a  number  of  perfons  of  figure,  but  of  differenc 
fentiments,  both  as  to  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  government, 
from  the  people  in  general.  William  Vaflal,  as  we  have 
obferved,  came  over  with  the  firft  patentees  and  was  one 
of  the  affiftants  in  1630,  but  foon  after  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  in  the  year  1635  came  back  to  New-Eng'land 
and  fettled  at  Scituate  in  the  colony  of  New-Plimouth. 

He  was  a  gentleman  of  a  pleafant  affable  difpofition.  but 
always  oppofite  to  the  government  both  in  the  Maffa- 
chufets  and  Plimouth.  Scituate  in  Plimouth  is  conti¬ 
guous  to  Hingham  in  the  Maffachufets,  and  Mr.  Vaffal 
had  much  influence  in  the  latter  colony  as  well  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  had  laid  a  fcheme  for  petitions  of  Inch  as  were 
non -freemen  to  the  courts  of  both  colonies,  and  upon 
the  petitions  being  refufed,  to  apply  to  the  parliament, 
pretending  they  were  fubjedted  to  an  arbitrary  power, 
extrajudicial  proceedings,  &c.  The  two  firft  of  the 
Maffachufets  petitioners  were  Samuel  Maverick  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Child.  Mr.  Maverick,  being  in  the  colony  at  the 
arrival  of  the  charter,  was  made  a  freeman  before  the 
law  confining  freedom  to  fuch  only  as  were  members  of 
churches  was  in  force,  but,  being  an  epifcopalian,  had 
never  been  in  any  office.  Child  was  a  young  gentle¬ 
man,  juft  before  come  from  Padua,  where  he  Itudied 
phyfic,and  as  was  reputed,  had  taken  the  degree  ofdodlor. 

The  principal  things  complained  of  by  the  petitioners 
were, 

ift.  That  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  were  not 
owned  by  the  colony  as  the  bafis  of  their  government 
according  to  patent. 

t  *  The  commiflioners  hitherto  h,ad  been  chofen  by  the  a/Tembly,  but 
they  being  general  officers,  the  freemen  challenged  a  right  of  chafing 
them,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  fome  of  the  deputies  had  fome  times 
been  chofen,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  the  commiflioners  of  the 
Other  governments  nor  to  the  freemen  themfelves. 

K  $  2d.  Tijc 
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1646  2d.  The  denial  of  thofe  civil  privileges,  which  the  free-J 

men  of  the  jurifdidtion  enjoyed,  to  fuch  as  were  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  and  did  not  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  de- 
vifed  by  the  authority  here  *,  although  they  were  freeborn 
Englifbmen  of  fober  lives  and  converfation,  &c. 

3d.  That  they  were  debarred  from  chriftian  privi¬ 
leges,  viz.  the  Lord’s  fupper  for  themfelves,  and  bap- 
tifm  for  their  children,  unlefs  they  were  members  of  fome 
of  the  particular  churches  in  the  country,  though  other- 
wife  fober,  righteous  and  godly,  and  eminent  for  know¬ 
ledge,  not  fcandalous  in  life  and  converfation,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  in  England. 

And  they  prayed,  that  civil  liberty  and  freedom  might 
be  forthwith  granted  to  all  truly  Englifh,  and  that  all 
members  of  the  church  of  England  or  Scotland,  not 
fcandalous,  might  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the 
churches  of  New-England  5  or,  if  thefe  civil  and  religious 
liberties  were  refufed,  that  they  might  be  freed  from  the 
heavy  taxes  impofed  upon  them,  and  from  the  impreffes 
made  of  them  or  their  children  or  fervants  into  the  war ; 
and  if  they  failed  of  redrefs  there,  they  fhould  be  under 
a  neceffity  of  making  application  to  England  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  houfes  of  parliament,  who  they  hoped  would 
take  their  fad  condition  into  confideration,  provide  able 
minifters  for  them,  New-England  having  none  fuch  to 
fpare,  or  elfe  transport  them  to  fome  other  place,  their 
eftates  being  wafted,  where  they  may  live  lijce  chriftians, 
&c.  But  if  their  prayer  fhould  be  granted,  they  hoped 
to  fee  the  then  contemned  ordinances  of  God  highly 
prized  •,  the  gofpel,  then  dark,  break  forth  as  the  fun ; 
chriftian  charity,  then  frozen,  wax  warm  ;  jealoufy  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  government  banifhed ;  ftrife  and  contention  abated ; 
and  all  bufinefs  in  church  and  ftate,  which  for  many  years 
had  gone  backward,  fuccefsfully  thriving,  &c. 

The  court,  and  great  part  of  the  country,  were  much 
offended  at  this  petition.  A  declaration  was  drawn  up 

*  A  motion  was  made  in  the  court,  in  the  year  1 64^,  that  all  freemen 
fhould  be  required  to  take  thenationalcovenant  in  conformity  to  tne  prac¬ 
tice  in  England;  but  it  was  thought  convenient  to  refer  the  coniider* 
ation  of  this  motion.  MS*  I  do  not  find  it  to  have  been  realTumed. 

and 
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and  publifhed  by  order  of  court,  in  anfwer  to  the  petition,  1646 
and  in  vindication  of  the  government-,  a  proceeding  which 
at  this  day  would  not  appear  for  the  honour  of  the  fupreme 
authority.  A  parallel  was  attempted  between  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  England  and  thofe  of  the  colony,  which  in 
fome  parts  of  it  is  liable  to  exception.  The  petitioners 
were  required  to  attend  the  court.  They  urged  their 
right  of  petitioning.  They  were  told,  they  were  not  ac- 
cul'ed  of  petitioning  but  of  contemptuous  and  feditious  ex- 
prefiions,  and  were  required  to  find  fureties  for  their  good 
behaviour,  &c.  A  charge  was  drawn  up  againft  them  in 
form  -,  notwithftanding  which,  it  was  intimated  to  them, 
that  if  they  would  ingenioufiy  acknowledge  their  offence 
they  fhould  be  forgiven ;  but  they  refufed,  and  were  fined 
fome  in  larger,  fome  in  leffer  fums,  two  or  three  of  the 
magiftrates  diffenting,  Mr.  Bellingham  *  in  particular  de¬ 
firing  his  difient  might  be  entrecl.  The  petitioners  claimed 
an  appeal  to  the  commiffioners  for  plantations  in  England, 
but  it  was  not  allowed.  Some  of  them  refolved  to  go 
home  with  a  complaint.  Their  papers  were  feized,  and 
among  them  was  found  a  petition  to  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  & c.  commiffioners,  from  about 
five  and  twenty  non-freemen,  for  themfelves  and  many 
thoufands  more,  in  which  they  reprefent,  that  from  the 
pulpits  t  they  had  been  reproached  and  branded  with  the 
names  of  deftroyers  of  churches  and  commonwealths, 

called 

*  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  was  then  deputy  governor,  was  a&ive  in  the 
profecution  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  party  in  favour  of  them  had  fo 
much  intereft  as  to  obtain  a  vote  to  require  him  to  anfwer  in  publick 
to  the  complaints  againft  him.  Doftor  Mather  fays,  he  was  moft  ir¬ 
regularly  called  forth  to  an  ignominious  hearing  before  a  vaft  afiembly, 
to  which,  u  with  a  fagacious  humility’’  he  confented,  although  he 
fhewed  how  he  might  have  refufed  it.  The  refult  of  the  hearing  was 
that  he  was  honourably  acquitted,  &c. 

t  Th;s  refers  to  a  fermon  preached  by  Mr.  Cotton  on  a  fall  day,  an 
extraft  from  which  is  publifhed  in  the  Magnalia,  B.  III.  p.  29.  wherein 
he  denounces  the  judgments  of  God  upon  fuch  of  his  hearers  as  were 
then  going  to  England  with  evil  intentions  againft  the  country,  which 
judgments  the  author  obferves  they  did  not  efcape.  One  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  hath  obferved  on  the  other  fide,  that  Mr.  Winflow’s  horfe  died 
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1646  called  Hamans,  Judafes,  fons  of  Korah,  &c.  and  the 
Eord  intreated  to  confound  them,  and  the  people  and 

SrwlrUnSd  Irr  Up/f inft  them  b-v  thofe  who  were  too 

out  of  th,eir  flings,  fo  that  they  had  been 

f  r  0r  0  tbe  C0llrt>  and  fame  of  them  committed  for  re- 

flr  Tu  tW°  hundr£d  P°unds  bond  »  ftand  to  the 
fcntence  of  the  court,  when  all  their  crime  was  a  petition 

faftor^T1’  thel  had  been  PublickJy  ufed  as  male- 
ractors,  &c.  They  then  proceed  to  pray, 

fo  F(  R  fett!ed  c!’urches  in  New-England,  according 

to  the  reformation  of  England.  0 

2d.  That  the  laws  of  England  may  be  eftablifhed,  Sec. 

•!3-d‘  \HAT  3  freeholders  may  enjoy  fuch  pri¬ 

vileges  there,  as  in  England  and  the  other  plantations. 

4th.  i  hat  a  general  governor,  or  fome  honourable 

Comrmffioners  may  be  appointed,  &c, 

5th.  That  the  oath  of  allegiance  may  be  taken  by  all, 
and  otner  covenants  which  the  parliament  fhall  think  moft 
convenient— -and  add  their  prayer,  that  their  petition,  for 
which  they  had  been  punilhed,  may  be  confidered,  and 
triiit  CGi  tain  queries  may  he  refolved,  as5 

Whether  the  patent  of  theMaflfachufets  was  confirmed 
t?y  parliament,  and  whether  it  w-as  not  necefiaryit  (hould  be 
Whether  the  court  may  forfeit  their  charter  &c 
Whether  if  treafon  be  uttered  in  the  pulpit  or  in  the 
court  and  not  queftioned,  the  court  do  pot  confent,  &c. 

Vv  hether  it  be  not  high  treafon,  as  well  in  New-Eno-- 
■3nd  as  in  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  England,  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the 
Jingiilh  nation,  to  fay  the  MniTachufets  is  a  free  (late,  &c, 

Vv  hether  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  covenant  be 
not  binding  there. 

Whether  all  Englilh  inhabitants,  having  lands,  are 

not  freemen. 

in  his  journey  to  Boilon,  in  order  to  take  paffage  to  London,  &c.  It 
may  be  of  ferviceto  the  world  to  record  fignal  inilances  of  divine 
judgments  upon  heinous  offenders  againil  religion  and  moralitv.  When 
party  (pint  or  bigotry  prevails,  common  accidents  are  often  conftrued 
extraordinary  interpolitions  of  Providence, 

Whether 
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Whether  the  court  hath  power  to  confine  in  prifon,  164.6 
banifh,-  impofe  cenfures,  imprefs  perfons  and  goods  for 
an  offenfive  war,  &c. 

Whether  the  minifters  may  publickly  vilify  the 
Englifh  nation,  laws,  &c.  and  not  be  queftioned. 

Whether  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  hindered  from 
fettling  in  a  church  way,  according  to  the  churches  in 
England,  &c. 

Mr.  Window*,  who  had  been  chofen  agent  for  the 
colony  to  anfwerto  Gorton’s  complaint,  was  now  inftructed 
to  make  defence  againft  thefe  petitioners  •,  and  by  his  pru¬ 
dent  management,  and  the  credit  and  efteem  he  was  in 
with  many  of  the  members  of  parliament  and  principal 
perfons  then  in  power,  he  prevented  any  prejudice  to  the 
colony  from  either  of  thefe  applications. 

In  1647  and  1648,  the  fame  governor  and  deputy  go-  1647 
vernor  were  continued,  and  the  firft  of  thefe  years  Ro-  1648 
bert  Bridges f  was  added  to  the  affiftants.  The  number 
of  males,  in  each  of  the  four  colonies,  being  carried  in  to 
the  commiffioners  in  theyear  1647,  in  order  to  proportion 
the  fum  of  1043  h  10s.  1  d.  expended  for  the  general  fer- 
vice,  it  appeared  that  the  Maffachufets  part  or  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  fum  was  670 1.  3s.  4d.  Plimouth’s  128 1. 

13  s.  4d.  Connecticut’s  140 1.  2  s.  5d.  and  New-Ha- 
ven’s  104].  1 1  s. 

Mr.  Coddington  and  Mr.  Partridge,  in  behalf  of  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Rhode  iiland,  prefented  a  requeft  tothecommif- 
fioner  s  at  Plimouth  in  the  year  1648,  to  be  received  into 
the  confederacy  with  the  other  united  colonies  of  New- 
England.  The  commiffioners  returned  an  anfwer  as 
follows.  “  In  as  much  as  your  prefent  ftate  and  con- 
“  dition  is  full  of  confufion  and  danger,  having  much 
“  difturbance  among  yourfelves,  and  no  fecurity  from  the 

Indians,  the  commiffioners  defire  therefore  in  feveral 


,  r  ^*e^ers  anc^  v.  eld  were  difmiiTed  from  the  agency  and 

aa  nYf  T  r°me’  bu?  b°th  of  theni  chol«to  remain  in  England, 
•ft  of  Bridges  is,  “that  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lyn,  a 

0  a°le  parts,  and  forward  to  improve  them  for  the  glory  of 

God  and  the  good  of  his  people.”  Johvfm. 

X  Rec.  unit,  col. 
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1648“  refpe&s  to  afford  both  advice  and  help  ;  but  upon  pe- 
“  rufal  of  the  ancient  patent  granted  to  New-Plimouth 
they  find  Rhode  ifland,  upon  which  your  plantations 
are  fettled,  to  fall  within  their  line  and  bounds,  which 
the  honourable  committee  of  parliament  do  not  think 
“  fit  to  ftraiten  or  infringe,  nor  may  we.  If  therefore 
“  yourfelves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  mod  confiderable 
part  of  them,  upon  a  due  confideration  of  Plimouth 
patent  and  lighr,  acknowledge  yourfelves  within  that 
“  jurifdidion,  we  (hall  confider  and  advife  how  you  may 
be  accepted  upon  juft  terms  *,  and  with  tender  refpedfs 
to  your  convenience,  and  fhall  after  afford  you  the  fame 
advice,  pi  otect  ion  and  help  which  other  plantations  with¬ 
in  the  united  colonies  enjoy,  which  we  hope  in  fundry 
“  refpeds  may  tend  to  your  comfort  and  fafety  f .” 

„  T  HE  f 1  f  inftance,  I  find,  of  any  perfon  executed  for 
witchcraft  was  in  June  1648.  Margaret  Jones  of  Charles- 
'  town  was  indifted  for  a  witch,  found  guilty  and  executed. 
She  was  charged  with  having  fuch  a  malignant  touch, 
that  il  fhe  laid  her  hands  upon  man,  woman  or  child  in  an¬ 
ger,  they  were  ieized  prelently  with  deafnels,  vomiting  or 
other  ficknefs  or  fome  violent  pains.  The  hufband  of  the 
woman,  after  fhe  was  executed,  had  taken  his  pafiage  in  a 
flip,  which  lay  in  Charles  river  bound  to  Barbados,  well 
bahafted,  but  with  80  horles  aboard,  and  being  obferved 
to  rowl  on  a  iudden,  as  if  fhe  would  have  overfet,  an  offi- 

*  Plimouth  would  have  been  loon  (wallowed  up  in  Rhode  ifland, 
from  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  latter.  Befldes,  the  principles  of  the 
people  of  the  two  colonies  were  fo  different,  that  a  junction  mull  have 
rendered  both  miferable. 

r  -An  epidemical  ficknefs  paffed  through  the  continent  in  the  year 
/  1647,  Englifh,  French,  Dutch  and  Indians  were  feized  with  it.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  a  cold  accompanied  with  a  light  fever.  Such  as  bled  or  ufed 
cooiling  drinks  generally  died;  thofe  who  ufed  cordials  and  length¬ 
ening  things  generally  recovered.  It  extended  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  Barbados  and  St.  Chrillophers  each,  five  or  fix  thoufand  died. 

It  was  accompanied  there  with  a  great  drought,  which  caufed  an  ex¬ 
treme  fcarcity  of  all  kinds,  and  occafloned  a  demand  for  New-Eng- 
land  produce  greater  than  had  ever  been  known  before.  Hubbard . 

A  general  diforder  of  this  kind  has,  at  feveral  different  periods  fince, 
prevailed  and  paffed  through  the  continent,  and  in  fome  inftances 
\  about  the  fame  time  it  has  extended  as  far  as  Europe, 
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er  was  fent  with  a  warrant  to  apprehend  the  man,  and  1648 
fter  he  was  committed  topi  ifon  thefhip  ceafedherrowling, 

/hich  it  is  faid  was  never  renewed  afterwards  Such 
,'as  the  credulity  and  infatuation  of  that  day.  Happy 
/ould  it  have  been,  if  this  had  been  the  only  inftance  of  it. 

Ihall  we  wonder  at  the  New-England  magiftrates,  when 
/e  find  fuch  charadters  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hale,  &c. 
aon  after  chargeable  with  as  great  delufion  ? 

In  the  beginning  of  i649*'(March)  died  Mr.  Win-  1649 
hrop,  the  father  of  the  country,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 
dis  death  caufed  a  general  grief  through  the  colony.  He 
pent  his  eftate  and  his  bodily  ftrength  in  the  public  fer- 
dce,  although  he  was  remarkable  for  his  temperance,  fru¬ 
gality  and  ceconomy.  His  virtues  were  many,  his  errors 
:ew,  and  yet  he  could  not  elcape  calumny  and  detradtion, 
which  would  fometimes  make  too  great  an  impreffion  upon 
lim.  He  was  of  a  more  catholic  fpirit  than  fome  of  his 
brethren,  before  he  left  England,  but  afterwards  he  grew 
more  contradted,  and  was  difpofed  to  lay  too  great  ftrefs 
upon  indifferent  matters.  He  firft  propofed  leaving  off 
the  cuftom  of  drinking  one  to  another,  and  then  procured 
a  law  to  prohibit  it.  He  purfued,  with  great  vehemence, 

Mr.  Vane’s  adherents.  He  might  have  fome  political 
views  mixed  with  this  inftance  of  his  zeal.  Some  writers 
fay,  that  upon  his  death-bed,  when  Mr.  Dudly  preffed  him 
to  fign  an  order  of  banifhmentof  an  heterodox  perfon,  he 
refufed,  faying,  “  he  had  done  too  much  of  that  work 
already.”  Mr.  Endicot  fucceeded  him  in  the  placeof  gover¬ 
nor,  and  Mr.  Dudley  took  the  place  of  deputy  governor. 

I  fancy  that  about  this  time  the  fcrupulofity  of  the  good 
people  of  the  colony  was  at  the  height.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Winthrop’sdeath,Mr.Endicot,the  moft  rigid  of  any  of  the 
magiftrates,  being  governor,  he  joined  with  the  other 
affiftants  in  an  affociation  againft  long  hairf. 

In 

^  Hubbard* 

*  Mr*  Thomas  Shepard,  miniiler  of  Cambridge,  died  the  25th  of 
Auguft  1649.  He  was  Emanuel  College  Cambridge. 

f  et  Forafmuch  as  the  wearing  of  long-hair,  after  the  manner  of 
Ruffians  and  barbarous  Indians,  has  begun  to  invade  New-England, 

contrary 
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1649  In  every  age,  indifferent  things  have  been  condemned 
as  iinful,  and  placed  among  the  greateft  immoralities.  The 
text  againft  long  hair,  in  Corinthians,  as  contrary  to  the 
cuftom  in  the  apoftle’s  day,  induced  our  anceftors  to  think 
/  1C  criminal  in  all  ages  and  all  nations,  and  to  look  upon  it 
I  as  one  of  the  barbarifms  of  the  Indians.  I  have  wondered 
/  that  the  text  in  Leviticus,  “  Ye  fhall  not  round  the  cor- 
I  ners  of  your  heads,”  was  never  brought  againft  fhort  hair. 
The  rule  in  New-England  was,  that  none  fhould  wear  their 
hair  below  their  ears.  In  a  clergyman  it  was  faid  to  be  the 
greater  offence ;  they  were  in  an  efpecial  manner  required 
to  go  patentibus  auribus.  A  few  years  before,  tobacco 
was  prohibited  under  a  penalty,  and  the  fmoak  of  it,  in 
fome  manufcripts  is  compared  to  the  fmoak  of  the  bot- 
tomlefs  pit.  Some  of  the  clergy  fell  into  the  pra&ice  of 
fmoaking,  and  tobacco  by  an  a£t  of  government  “was  fet 
at  liberty.”  In  England,  perriwigs  came  intoufe  foon  after 
the  reftoration.  In  New-England,  they  were  an  eye-fore 
1  for  thirty  years  after,  and  did  not  generally  obtain  until 
\  about  the  time  of  the  revolution-,  and,  even  then,  the  ex¬ 
contrary  to  the  rule  of  God’s  word,  which  fays  it  is  a  lhame  for  a  man 
to  wear  long  hair,  as  a!fo  the  commendable  cuftom  generally  of  all  the 
godly  of  our  nation,  until  within  this  few  years. 

We  the  magiftrates  who  have  fubfcribed  this  paper  (for  the  (hewing 
I  our  own  innocency  in  this  behalf)  do  declare  and  manifeft  our  dif- 
I  like  and  oeteftation  againft  the  wearing  of  fuch  long  hair,  as  againft  a 
j  thing  uncivil  and  unmanly,  whereby  men  doe  deforme  themfelves,  and 
j  offend  fober  and  model!  men,  and  doe  corruptgood  manners.  We  doe 
therefore  earneftiy  entreat  all  the  elders  of  this  jurifdi&ion  (as  often  as 
they  fhall  lee  caule  to  manifeft  their  zeal  againft  it  in  their  publike  ad,- 
miniitrations,  and  to  take  care  that  the  members  of  their  refpe<ftive 
churches  be  not  defiled  therewith ;  that  fo,  fuch  as  (hall  prove  obftinate 
\  and  will  not  reforme  themfelves,  may  have  God  and  man  to  witnefs 
‘^againft  them.  The  third  month  10th  day  1649. 

Jo.  Endicott,  governor 
Tho.  Dudley,  dep.  gov;. 

'  Rich.  Bellingham 

Richard  Saltonftail 
Increafe  Nowell 
William  Hibbins 
Thomas  Flint 
Rob.  Bridges 

(Harvard  College  Records* >  Simon  BradftreetT 
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ample  and  authority  of  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Bates,  Mr.  Alfop,\i649 
Mr.  Mede  and  other  non-conforming  minifters  in  Eng- j 
land,  befides  Spanhemius  and  other  foreign  proteftant 
divines,  who  wore  wigs,  were  neceffary  to  remove  all 
fcruples  concerning  them.  Beards  were  left  off  early  in 
New-England,  and  about  the  fame  time  they  were  in 
Old.  Leveret  is  the  firfl  governor  who  is  painted  with-  > 
out  a  beard.  He  laid  it  afide  in  Cromwell’s  court.  / 

A  dispute  between  the  colonies  of  the  Maffachufets  and 
Connecticut,  which  began  feveral  years  before,  was  this 
year  brought  to  an  end.  A  duty  had  been  laid  by 
Connecticut,  upon  all  goods  which  were  carried  out  of 
the  river,  for  the  maintaining  Saybrook  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  it.  The  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  being  within  the 
Maffachufets  province,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  payment 
of  this  duty.  Connecticut,  in  1646,  laid  the  cafe  before 
the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  or  rather  thofe 
of  PJimouth  and  New-Haven,  the  other  two  being  par¬ 
ties,  the  confideration  whereof  was  referred  to  the  next 
meeting  in  1647,  when  the  Maffachufets  urged,  u  That 
Connecticut  had  no  authority  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  another  colony  *,  that  the  fort  was  of  no  ufe  to 
them-,  that  a  demand  of  this  tax  had  hundred  the  union 
for  feveral  years;  that  the  Maffachufets  firft  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  river  and  planted  there,  and  had  been  at  great 
expence,  nexer  expecting  this  tax*,  that  the  Maffachufets 
people  had  as  good  right  to  lay  the  fame  tax  for  all  goods 
imported  from  Connecticut,  to  maintain  the  fort  at  Bof- 
ton.”  The  Connecticut  commiffioners  urged  “the  prac¬ 
tice  of  many  places  in  Europe  ;  that  the  tort  was  a  fecu- 
rity  to  the  whole  river,  and  that  the  reafon  of  this  cafe 
was  the  fame,  as  if  Connecticut  fhould  be  at  any  expence 
to  make  theriver  more  navigable,  Springfield  furely  would 
not  in  that  cafe  refufe  to  pay  any  part  of  the  charge.” 

1  he  Maffachufets  denied,  “  that  the  fort  was  a  fecurity 
againft  any  veffel  of  force,  and  admitted  that  any  expence, 
which  might  make  the  river  more  ufeful  to  Springfield, 
ought  in  proportion  to  be  borne  by  the  inhabitants  thereof.’3 

fad.  per  bulliel  on  corn,  and  jos,  per  cwt.  on  beaver. 

The 


154  THE  FlIS  TORY  OF 

1649  The  commiffioners  of  Plimouth  and  New-Haveri  deter¬ 
mined,  that  the  tax  fhould  be  paid  until  the  next  meeting, 
but  they  would  then  hear  any  further  objedions  from  the 
Maffachufets  againft  it.  In  1648,  among  other  things* 
the  Maffachufets  infilled  upon  Connedicut’s  producing 
their  patent  to  fhew  their  authority.  Connedicut  urged 
that  the  line  had  never  been  run  by  perfons  in  behalf  of* 
the  two  governments,  to  afcertain  whether  Springfield 
was  within  the  Maffachufets  jurifdidion  or  not.  ^The 
commiffioners,  at  this  meeting,  recommended  the  run¬ 
ning  the  line,  and  ordered  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
tax  fhould  continue.  The  Maffachufets  reprefented, 
that  Mr.  Fenwick  was  to  have  joined  with  them  in  run¬ 
ning  the  line  but  failed  them,  and  thereupon  it  was  run 
at  their  own  charge ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  Wero- 
noke  (Weftfield)  was  within  their  patent,  and  had  been 
fo  adjudged  by  the  commiffioners ;  notwithftanding  this, 
they  were  ready  to  join  with  their  brethren  of  Connedicut 
in  another  furvey  if  they  would  be  at  the  charge*  as  the 
Maffachufets  had  been  before,  and  would  alfo  produce  their 
patent,  as  the  Maffachufets  had  produced  their  patent. 
Connedicut  commiffioners  denied  that  Mr.  Fenwick 
hadpromifed  to  join  in  running  the  line,  having  only  in 
general  terms  promifed  to  endeavour  to  clear  Springfield 
from  being  within  the  Maffachufets  patent;  and  alledged, 
that  the  running  the  line  referred  to,  was  a  year  before 
this  promife,  and  therefore  propofed,  that  the  foutherly 
extent  of  the  Maffachufets  patent  fhould  be  firll  agreed 
upon  and  fettled,  and  then  at  a  mutual  charge  the  line  be 
run  by  fome  fkilful  man  chofen  by  each  colony,  &c.  that 
as  for  their  patent,  the  Maffachufets  knew  the  original 
could  not  then  be  obtained,  but  they  were  ready  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  authentic  copy,  &c. 

Upon  this,  the  Maffachufets  commiffioners,  to  the 
difhonour  of  the  colony,  produced  a  law  of  their  general 
court,  impofing  a  cuftom  or  duty  upon  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  of  the  tenor  following: 

<c  Whereas  the  commiffioners  for  the  united  colonies 
have  thought  it  but  juft  and  equal,  that  Springfieldamem- 
ber  of  this  jurididion  fhould  pay  cuftom  or  contribution 

to 
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to  the  ereding  and  maintaining  of  Seabrooke  fort,  being  1645 
of  no  force  again  ft  an  enemy  of  any  ftrength  (before  it 
was  burnt  *)  in  the  commiffioners  own  judgment  exprelfed 
in  their  own  order ;  which  determination  they  have  alfo 
continued  by  an  order  at  their  laft  meeting  at  Plimouth 
(though  the  Paid  fort  was  then  demolifhed  by  fire  and  the 
paflage  not  fecured)  contrary  to  a  claufe  provided  on 
Springfield  behalf.  And  forafmuch  as  this  jurifdidion 
hath  expended  many  thoufand  pounds  in  erecting  and 
maintaining  feveral  forts,  which  others  as  well  as  ourfelves 
have  received  the  benefit  of,  and  hath  at  prefent  one 
principal  fort  or  caftle,  of  good  force  againft  an  enemy  of 
confiderable  ftrength  and  well  garrifoned  and  otherwife 
furnifhed  with  fufficient  ammunition,  befides  leveral  other 
forts  and  batteries  whereby  veffels  and  goods  of  all  forts 
are  fecured  :  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  court  and  the 
authority  thereof,  that  all  goods,  belonging  or  any  way 
appertaining  to  any  inhabitants  of  the  jurifdidion  of 
Plimouth,  Connedicut  or  New-Haven,  that  fhall  be 
imported  within  the  caftle,  or  exported  from  any  part  of 
the  bay,  (hall  pay  fuch  cuftom  as  hereafter  is  expreflfed* 
viz.  all  fkins  of  beaver,  otter,  moofe,  &c.  two  pence 
per  fkin,  and  all  goods  packed  in  hogfheads  or  otherwife 
ten  (hillings  a  ton,  corn  and  meal  two  pence  a  bufhel,  bif- 
cuit  fix  pence  per  hundred,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,”  &c.  -f 

H  ad  the  Maflachufets  laid  a  duty  on  goods  from  Con¬ 
nedicut  only,  they  might  have  had  at  leaft  a  colour,  per¬ 
haps  more  than  a  colour,  to  juftify  them  ;  but  to  extend 
their  refentment  to  the  other  two  colonies  for  giving 
judgment  againft  them,  no  excufe  can  be  framed  for  it. 

It  was  a  mere  exertion  of  power,  and  a  proof  of  theic 
great  fuperiority,  which  enabled  them,  in  effed,  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  union  or  combination  whenfoever  they 
found  it  for  their  intereft ;  and  if  done  by  a  fingle  ma- 

*  In  the  midft  of  winter  1647,  the  fort  took  fire,  no  body  knew  by 
what  means,  and  all  the  buildings  and  goods  were  deliroyed,  the  da¬ 
mage  being  a  thoufand  pounds  or  more.  Capt.  Mafon,  the  com¬ 
mander,  with  hi s  wife  and  child,  narrowly  efcaping  with  their  lives. 
Hubbard* 

t  Records  of  united  colonies. 
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649  giftrate  would  have  been  pronounced  tyrannical  and  op- 
pre  ive  .  But  in  all  ages  and  countries,  by  bodies  or  com¬ 
munities  or  men  fuch  deeds  have  been  done,  as  moft  of 
the  individuals  of  which  fuch  communities  confided, 
adting  feparately,  would  have  been  afhamed  of. 

The  union  or  confederacy  had  rendered  the  colonies 
formidable  to  French  and  Dutch,  as  well  as  to  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  a  bieach  at  this  time  would  have  given  great 
advantage  to  the  enemies  of  New-England  ;  the  commif- 
fionei  s  ot  Plimouth.  and  New-EIaven  therefore  agreed 
upon  a  final  refult  of  the  following  tenor,  viz.  “That 
they  were  in  hopes,  according  to  the  advice  given  at  Pli- 
mouth,  this  controverfy  might  have  been  happily  ifiued, 
but  they  find  that  the  Mafifachufets  line  had  not  been  fince 
run,  nor  was  the  place  where  it  fhould  begin,  agreed 
upon  ;  that  the  original  patent  or  an  exemplification  there¬ 
of  is  required  from  Connedicut,  altno’  Mr.  Hopkins  had 
ofieied  to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a  copy  by  him  prefented  ; 
and  mat  the  Maflachufets  had  impofed  a  burthenfome  cuf- 
tom  as  a  return  or  retaliation,  not  upon  Connecticut  only, 
the  party  interefted,  but  upon  Flimouthand  New-Haven, 
whofe  commiffioners  according  to  an  article  of  the  union 
and  at  the  requelt  of  the  Maffachufets  had  impartially 
confidered  the  matter  in  controverfy,  and  given  their  opi¬ 
nion  therein  ;  therefore  the  commiffioners  recommend  it 
to  the  general  court  of  the  Maffachufets,  ferioufiy  to 
confider  whether  fuch  proceedings  agree  with  the  law  of 
love  and  the  tenor  and  import  of  the  articles  of  confe¬ 
deration  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  defire  to  be  fpared  in  all 
further  agitations  concerning  Springfield  -jV* 

The  confufions,  at  this  time  in  England,  were  matter 
of  concern  and  grief  to  many  people  in  the  colonies. 
°1  here  is  no  doubt  that  they  concurred  in  fentiment,  in 
point  of  religion,  with  the  prevailing  party  in  England ;  but 
I  find  fcarce  any  marks  of  approbation  of  the  tragical  fcene 

t  Records  of  united  colonies. 

It  is  probable  the  fort  at  Saybrooke  was  foon  after  flighted  and  the 
garrifon  difcontinued,  as  we  meet  with  no  further  controverfy  con¬ 
cerning  it.  The  Maffachufets  law  was  fufpended  in  165:0, 

of 
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of  which  this  year  they  received  intelligence.  Mr.  Eaton,  1649 
the  worthy  governor  of  New-Haven,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Winthrop  in  1648,  writes  thus,  46  I  thank  you  for  your 
44  love  and  pains  in  that  fad  but  weighty  relation  you  have 
4C  made  concerning  the  ftate  of  England.  The  ten  con- 
<c  federations  you  mention,  are  very  obfervable,  and  call 
<c  for  our  companion  and  prayers  for  them  that  feern  not 
44  enough  fenfible  of  their  own  danger.53  From  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Mr.  Harrifon,  pallor  of  a  congregational  church  *, 
writes,  44  that  by  their  later  letters  they  conceive  the 
44  whole  heavens  are  overfhadowed,  the  Scots  hang  like 
44  a  black  cloud  (45000  in  number)  upon  the  borders, 

44  the  King  fled  from  the  army  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  the 
44  agitators  turned  leveliers,  intending  to  bring  in  a  kind 
44  of  parity  among  all  conditions,  none  to  have  above 
44  300,  none  under  10  1.  per  annum,  &c.3’ 

A  controveriy  which  had  long  fubfifted,  between  the  1640 
colony  of  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhados, 
was  fettled  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies  in 
1650.  The  Dutch,  who  had  built  a  fmall  trading  houfe 
it  Hudfon’s  river,  foon  after  the  Englifh  began  the  fettle- 
pent  of  New-Plimouth,  courted  a  correfpondence  and 
'riendfhip  with  them*,  and,  as  a  writer  of  that  day  ob- 
erves,  “gave  them  a  mefs  of  pottage  for  their  birth- 
4  right,55  which  they  had  craftily  before  deprived  them 
)ff.^  They  undoubtedly  had  a  defign  to  have  pofiefied 
hemielves  of  Connecticut  river,  and  to  have  prevented 
he  Englifh  from  obtaining  any  footing  there.  Thofe  of 
\Tew-Pjimouth  had  pitched  upon  a  place  for  a  houfe  in 
632  when  it  was  vacant,  and  in  1 633,  ere&ed  it, 

*  This  was  a  church,  founded  by  minifters  fent  from  Maflachufefs. 

4r.  Harrifon  came  the  latter  end  of  1648  to  Boflon.  He,  and  Mr. 
urand  the  elder,  were  both  lequired  to  depart  the  country,  by  Sir 
1  erkley,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  who  was  a  perfecutor  of 

os  ma  church,  confiding  of  118  perfons  only.  Harrifon  went  to 
^  ,ar<^  was  a  dodtor.  fI  he  church  is  fuppofed  to  have 

een  difiolved  or  fcattered,  as  there  never  was  any  further  account  of 
*  Hubbard.  4  Idem. 

r'ylAv'  Wlnflovv>s  manufcript  letter  to  governor  Winthrop,  Sept. 

D.  although 

•  1 
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1650  although  they  were  threatned  by  a  party  of  Dutch  whom 
they  then  found  there.  Thofe  from  the  MafTachufets, 
in  the  years  1635  and  1636*  made  their  principal  fettle- 
ment  upon  that  part  of  the  river  where  the  Dutch  had 
their  houfe*,  and  for  many  years  made  no  attempts  to 
remove  them,  allowing  them  free  liberty  of  trade  with 
Englifh  and  Indians.  The  Dutch  alfo  admitted  any  Eng¬ 
lifh  to  fettle  among  them  at  the  Manhadoesf.  When 
Mr.  Eaton  and  his  company  fat  down  at  New-Haven,  the 
Dutch,  from  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  Englifh  colonies, 
were  alarmed,  and  charged  them  with  encroachments, 
although  they  themfelves  had  no  pretence  to  any  certain 
boundary,  and  would  fometimes  challenge  the  country 
from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Connecticut  river,  and  at  other 
times  as  far  as  Cape  Cod.  The  Englifh,  regardlefs  of 
this  claim,  weiiton  extending  their  fettlements  to  Milford, 
Stamford,  and  other  places,  until  they  were  within  a  few 
'  miles  of  Hudfon’s  river.  Whether  the  Dutch  had  any 
pretence  of  title  or  not,  no  doubt  can  be  made  that  they 
would  have  extirpated  the  Englifh  if  it  had  been  in  their 
power,  but  they  were  few  in  number.  Once  indeed, 
being  poffcffed  of  a  fhip  of  fome  force,  they  fent  her  to 
'New-Haven  and  feized  a  Dutch  veffel  which  lay  in  the 
harbour  and  carried  her  away,  the  Englifh  having  no  naval 
force  nor  fortifications  on  land  to  prevent  it.  At  another 
time,  they  fet  up  the  arms  of  the  States  at  or  near  Stam¬ 
ford,  and"  threatned  to  do  the  like  at  New-Haven  ;  and 
there  were  altercations  for  many  years,  firft  between  Kieft 
the  firft  Dutch  governor,  and  afterwards  Stuyvefant  his 
fucceflbr,  and  Mr.  Eaton  the  governor  of  New-Haven. 
The  Dutch  had  always  reftrained  the  Englifh,  not  fettled 
among  them,  from  trading  with  their  Indians  upon  Hud- 
fon’s  river.  101648,  the  commiflioners  palled  an  order, 
prohibiting  any  French  or  Dutch  or  other  foreigners  trad¬ 
ing  with  the  Indians  within  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  united 
colonies.  This  law,  if  carried  into  execution,  mu  ft  have 
put  an  end  to  the  Dutch  trade  at  Hartford.  In  1650, 

*  Hartford. 

f  Mr.  Willet,  Baxter,  and  divers  other  families. 

_  ■while 
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while  the  commiffioners  were  fitting  at  Hartford,  the  i6ro 
Dutch  governor  (Stuyvefant)  came  chither  in  order  to 
treat,  and  prcfented  his  propofais  in  writing,  dated 
“  New-Netherlands  the  23d  of  September,  K.  S.”  beino- 
the  day  they  were  delivered.  He  complained  of  the  en¬ 
croachments  at  Conneflicut  river  as  well  as  towards  Hud- 
ion’s  river;  of  the  reception  of  fugitives;  of  the  law  de¬ 
barring  them  from  trade  with  the  Indians ;  and  of  the 
Englifh,  for  felling  goods  too  cheap  to  the  Indians,  and 
0  ipoilmg  die  trade,  c zc.  The  commiffioners  took  no- 
tice,  that  his  propofais  were  dated  at  New-Netherlands, 
and  refuaea  to  treat,  until  he  altered  the  name  of  the  place 
where  they  were  dated.  He  offered,  that  if  the  Englifh 
woiuo  forbear  filling  the  place  Hartford,  he  would'for- 
bear  filling  it  New-Netherlands,  and  date  his  prooofals 
at  Connecticut.  They  confented  that  he  fhould  date  at 
Connecticut,  but  would  not  give  up  their  own  riVht  to 
cate  at  Hartford.  After  feveral  days  fpent  in  meffao-es 
rrom  one  to  the  other,  the  matters  in  difference  were  fub- 
muted  to  Mr.  Bradllreet  and  Mr.  Prince,  appointed  by 
tae  commiffioners,  aid  to  Thomas  Willet  and  George 
Baxter,  appointed  by  the  Dutch  governor.  Their  re- 
fuit  was  to  be  binding  to  both  parties.  The  line,  which 
was^ett.ed,  ran  northerly  only  20  miles  in  length  from 
tu.e  tea,  and  afterwards  as  the  Dutch  and  New-Haven 
/o.uld,  ag1XJG  bo  as  not  to  come  within  10  miles  of  Plud- 
ion  s  river.  This  muff  be  underftood  fo  far  as  New- 
Haven  had  jurifdiffion  * 

The 

*  Accordingly  we  find  that  the  Maffachufets,  in  the  year  ,6cq  fo 
^nderfiood  it,  and  made  a  grant  of  land  epjUte  toforr  AuLia 

chants'll  tTc  ^  "’S  flVer;  and  a  ^mbcr  of  the  principal  mer- 

,,  ,  'S  '  the  c°,0"y  wfre  enterprizing  a  fettlement  and  a  trade  with 

in  England  Vhe  probabT^aslaidaf,de  oPon  the  change  of  affairs 

from  the  ^f?W  -Vears  after>  was  recovered 

pne  or  to^  l  a  T  ‘°the  ?uke  York,  too  powerful  a  pro- 

l  'ce J \I  a  6  Wr  3b0Ut  b0Unds'  As  this  fe'tlement  is  thb  only 
pi  ce  of  evidence  of  any  certain  boundary  to  tile  New-Netherfand* 

while  in  poffeflion  of  the  Dutch,  it  is  difficult  to  affmn  any  fuS 

rea  on,  why  the  colony  of  New- York  fhould  extend  further  uoon  the 

colonies  0.  Connefticut  or  Maffachufets  than  this  agreement  wou'd 

“  cany 
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1650  The  fame  governor  and  deputy  governor  were  re¬ 
elected  for  the  year  1650  *.  A  corporation  in  England, 
/  conftituted  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians, 
f  began  this  year  their  correfpondence  with  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  united  colonies,  who  were  employed  as  agents 
for  the  corporation,  as  long  as  the  union  of  the  colonies 
continued.  One  profeiTed  defign  of  the  colony  charter 
/  was  the  gofpelizing  the  natives.  The  long  negleft  of 
any  attempts  this  way  cannot  be  excufed.  The  Indians 
themfelves  afked,  how  it  happened,  if  chriftianity  was  of 
iuch  importance,  that  for  fix  and  twenty  years  together 
the  Englifh  had  faid  nothing  to  them  about  it.  The  an¬ 
swer  by  the  Englifh  was,  that  they  repented  they  had  not 
done  it  long  ago,  telling  the  Indians  withal,  they  were 
1  not  willing  to  hear,  &c.  Some  of  the  Indians,  who  were 
taken  as  fervants  into  Englifh  families,  attained  to  fome 
1  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  religion,  and  feemed 

to  have  been  affedted  with  what  they  had  been  taught, 

*  \ 

carry  it.  When  the  MafTachufets  charter  was  granted,  the  Dutch  had 
210  pofieflions  at  any  diftance  from  Hudfords  river.  Any  grants  or 
patents  of  vail  trails  or  manors,  made  by  the  Dutch  without  poffefTion 
or  improvement,  feem  to  be  void  both  in  law  and  equity,  and  would 
have  been  as  good  if  they  had  extended  200  miles  from  the  river  as 
when  they  extended  20.  Notwithftanding  this  fettlement,  after  the 
Englifh  were  pofTefTed  of  New-Netherlands,  Connecticut  was  dillurbed 
in  their  pofTeffions,  and  finally  obliged  to  give  up  their  claim  to  Long 
Ifland,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  line  of  about  2c  miles  diflant  from  Hud- 
fon’s  river,  giving  an  equivalent  for  their  fettled  towns  upon  the  Sound, 
the  jurifdidtion  as  well  as  property  whereof  they  retained,  which 
DoUglafs  fays,  but  without  any  authority,  did  not  originally  belong 
to  Conne&icut.  The  line  between  the  MafTachufets  and  New- York 
•  flill  remains  controverted. 

*  Mr.  Willoughby,  a  gentleman  from  England,  Capt.  Wiggins, 
who  lived  in  Hew-Hampfhire,  and  Edward  Gibbons  were  this  year 
added  to  the  afliftants.  Wm.  Hawthorn,  thefirh  fpeaker  upon  record. 
Edward  Gibbons  was  one  of  Mr.  Wollafton’s  plantation,  and  a  very 
gay  young  gentleman  when  the  MafTachufets  people  firft  came  to  Sa¬ 
lem,  and  happened  to  be  there  at  Mr.  Higginfon’s  and  Mr*  Skelton's 
ordination  and  forming  the  church.  He  was  fo  much  affe&ed  with 
the  folemnity  of  the  proceeding,  that  he  defired  to  be  received  into 
their  number.  They  had  not  fufficient  knowledge  of  him,  but  encou¬ 
raged  him  in  his  good  intentions,  and  he  afterwards  joined  to  the 
church  in  Boflon.  blather . 


con- 
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concerning  their  exigence  after  death  and  with  the  fears  1650 
of  the  divine  difpleafure.  John,  the  lagamore  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets,  would  fometimes  praifc  the  Englifh  and  their 
God,  “  much  good  men,  much  good  God,”  and  when 
he  was  ftruck  with  death  fent  tor  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  teach  his  fon  to  know  the  God  of  the  Englifh 
after  he  was  dead.  Mention  has  alfo  been  made  of  We- 
quath  the  Pequod  •,  but  the  firth  inftance  of  an  Indian, 
who  gave  any  hopes  of  becoming  a  real  chriftian,  was  that 
of  Hiacoomes,  in  the  year  1643,  at  Martha’s-Vineyard  *. 
Under  the  inftruftion  of  Mr.  Mayhew,  he  was  induced 
to  forfake  the  Indian  Pawaws,  to  attend  the  Englifh  a £• 
femblies,  and,  after  fome  years,  became  himfelf  a  preacher 
to  his  own  people.  It  was  in  the  year  1646,  that  the  \ 
general  court  of  the  Maflachufets  patted  the  firft  ad  or 
order  to  encourage  the  carrying  the  gofpel  to  the  Indians, 
and  it  was  then  recommended  to  the  elders  to  confider 
how  it  might  beft  be  done.  On  the  28th  of  Odober, 
four  perfons,  who  are  not  named,  made  the  firft  vifit  to 
the  Indian  wigwams.  Wabun,  thefachem  had  notice 
given  him,  and  many  Indians  were  gathered  together. 

None  of  the  Englifh  were  fufliciently  fkilled  in  the  In¬ 
dian  language  to  make  a  prayer  in  it,  and  the  meeting 
was  opened  with  a  prayer  in  Englifh ;  but  one  of  the 

*  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  were  rot  included  in  either  of 
the  four  New-England  governments.  The  Earl  of  Stirling  laid  claim  to 
all  the  i (lands,  between  Cape  Cod  and  Hudfon’s  river.  James  Korett, 
agent  for  his  Lordfhip,  on  the  loth  of  October  1641,  grants,  to 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  VVatertown  and  Thomas  Mayhew  his  fon,  Nan¬ 
tucket  and  two  (mail  illands  adjacent,  and  the  23d  day  of  the  fame 
month,  Martha  s  Vineyard  and  Elizabeth  iflands ;  and  agreeable  to 
the  opinion  of  that  day,  of  which  we  have  given  fo  many  inllances, 
grants  the  fame  powers  of  government  which  the  Maffachufets  people 
enjoyed  by  their  charter.  Mr.  Mayhew  was  called  the  governor  of 
Jne.  Duke  of  York,  after  his  fecond  grant  in  16-3,  in- 
c.uded  them  in  his  commiffion  to  his  governors  of  New- York."  The 
grants  of  the  foil  of  thefe  idands  coufd  not  vacate  the  right  of  the  In- 
dian  fachems  and  proprietors;  and,  I  fuppofe,  moil  of  the  prcfent  in¬ 
habitants  and  proprietors  derive  their  titles  from  Indian  grants  pofle- 

nor  to  the  grant  to  Lord  Stirling,  or  to  that  made  by  his  agent  to  Mr. 
Mayhew  and  his  fon. 

1 1  it*  of  ihofe  who  were  afterwards  called  Natick  Indians. 

3  conj. 
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1o5°  company,  in  a  di.courfe  in  the  Indian  tongue,  began  with 
tnc  moral  law  and  a  brief  explication  of  it,  and  the  wrath 
and  curie  of  God  the  juft  portion  of  the  breakers  of  this 
;aw,  and  then  informed  them  of  the  coming  of  Chrift 
into  the  world  to  recover  mankind  from  fin,  and  the  pu- 
iMinnieiit  or  it,  his  bufferings  and  death,  rcfurredtion  and 
afcenfion,  and  that  he  would  come  again  at  the  end  of 

WOi  judge  or  all  men.  T  hey  then  entred 

into  a  fi  ee  con  venation  with  the  Indians,  and  dcfircd 
them,  upon  any  point  which  they  did  not  underhand,  to 
questions  as  they  thought  proper,  which  was 
oone  accordingly  *,  and  it  became  the  conftant  pradtice, 
alt^  a  hu  rn on,  for  as  many  of  the  Indians,  as  defired  it*, 
p^iid  up  and  propole  quefhons  *  to  the  preacher, 
ihis  meeting  gave  fo  much  encouragement,  that,  on 
ri*  ;  1 1 th  of  November,  they  paid  the  Indians  another 
vilit  at  the  fame  place,  and  tound  a  greater  number  than 
v  c  e  p refen t  be'iore.  T  wo  other  meetings  were  held  the 
iame  rail,  and  a  particular  account  was  tranfmitted  to 
England  and  publiflred  there  with  the  title  of  “  The  day 
breaking,  ii  not  the  fun  rifing  of  the  gofpel  with  the  In¬ 
dians  in  New-England,”  Mr.  Window  being  in  Eng- 
Jand,  fought  to  obtain  fubferiptions  for  encouraging  the 
•work.  Mr.  Eliot,  a  minifter  in  New-England,  at  the 
fame  time  applied  himfelf  with  zeal,  equal  to  that  of  the 
miffionaries  of  the  Romifh  church  ;  but  inftead  of  adopt- 

f  .  ^ 

.  .  i 

*  Goffe’s  journal,  one  of  King  Charles’s  judges,  who  at- 

tenueu  an  endian  lecture  in  16 6?,  after  13  or  14  years  inltrudlion,  he 

takes  notice  of  the  following  queflions. 

Iu'*  Gi  your  text  are  thefe  words.  Save  yourfelves  from  this  untoward 
generation;  in  other  feriptures  it  ifands,  We  can  do  nothing  of  our¬ 
selves  :  hovv  can  this  be  reconciled  ? 

2d.  1  ou  lay  the  word  is  the  fword  of  the  fpirit  by  which  their  hearts 
were  pricked.  Hovv  fhall  1  take  and  ufe  the  fword  of  the  fpirit  to 

prick  my  heart  ? 

3d.  What  Was  the  fin  of  Judas,  or  hovv  did  he  fin  in  betraying 
Chrift,  feeing  it  was  what  God  had  appointed  ? 

4th.  1  he  anfwer  to  thefe  converts  was,  Repent  and  be  baptized,  &c. 
Liu  ye  do  not  fuffer  us  to  be  baptized  ;  therefore  I  fear  none  of  the 
Indians  fins  are  forgiven,  and  my  heart  is  weary  with  that  fear,  for  it’s 
laid  in  Matthew,  Whole  fins  ye  bind  on  earth  are  bound  in  heaven. 
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3ng  a  favourite  maxim  of  fame  of  that  church,  that  ig-  1650 
norance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,  he  endeavoured  to 
enlighten  the  underftandings  of  the  Indians,  to  draw  them  j 
from  their  favage,  barbarous,  and  wandering  way  of  life, 1 
to  civility,  government  and  cohabitation;  and  it  was  a  noted 
faying  of  his,  that  the  Indians  mufl  be  civilized  as  well  1 
as  (if  not  in  order  to  their  being)  chnftianized.  .He  ob-  J 
tained  from  the  court  the  grant  of  a  trail  of  land,  to  which 
he  gave  the  Indian  name  of  Moonanetum,  (Rejoicing;) 
drew  as  many  families  there  as  he  could,  with  ciefign  to 
make  a  fortified  town ;  inftrufted  them  in  their  hufbandry, 
and  excited  them  to  induftry  and  a  prudent  management 
of  their  affairs ;  caufed  fome  of  them  to  learn  iuch  trades, 
as  were  moft  neceifary  for  them,  lo  as  that  they  com- 
pleatly  built  a  houfe  for  publick  worfhip,  50  feet  in  length 
and  25  in  breadth,  which  Mr.  Wilfon,  in  one  of  his  let¬ 
ters,  fays,  <c  appeared  like  the  workmanfhip  of  an  Eng-  i 
Jifh  houfewright.”  Befides  this  fettlement  at  Noonane- 
tum,  he  vifited  and  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Dorchef- 
ter  mills,  .Watertown,  Concord,  and  as  far  as  Pantucket 
falls  on  Merrimack  river;  to  the  Indians  alio  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Piimouth,  although  Maffafoiet  or  Qufamequin, 
and  his  fon,  difcountenanced  the  bringing  the  gofpel  to 
their  tribe.  The  Naraganfet  fachem  treated  with  cor> 
tempt,  a  meffage  he  fent  to  them,  but  the  Nipnets  de¬ 
fir  ed  fome  might  be  fent  to  teach  them  to  pray  to  God. 
Befides  Mr.  Window,  Mr.  Pelham  and  others  forwarded 
the  colleftions  in  England,  and  July  the  27th  1649,  the 
parliament  palled  an  aft  or  ordinance  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  this  good  work ;  the  following  breviate  whereof 
was  printed  : 

“  Whereas  the  commons  of  England,  affembled  in 
parliament,  have  received  certain  intelligence  from  divers 
godly  minifters  and  others  in  New-England,  that  divers 
of  the  heathen  natives,  through  the  pious  care  of  fome 
godly  Englifh  who  preach  the  gofpel  to  them  in  their  own 
Indian  language,  not  only  of  barbarous  are  become  civil, 
but  many  of  them  forfake  their  accuftomed  charms  and 
forceries  and  other  fatanical  delufions,  do  now  call  upon- 

'  L4  "  f  .the 
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1650  the  namf.  ^,he  Lord>  and  give  great  teftimony  of  the 

mrh^lT  G°,d,dl;aWTg  tllem’  from  death  and  darknefs, 
the  life  and  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jefus  ChrilK 

wuch  appeareth,  by  their  lamenting  with  tears  their 
miipent  lives  5  teaching  their  children  what  they  are  in- 
Itrudled  themfejves;  being  careful  to  place  them  in  godly 
families  and  Englifh  fchools ;  betaking  themfelves  to  one 
VVLe’  pntting  away  the  reft;  and  by  their  conftant  prayers 
to  almighty  God,  morning  and  evening  in  their  families, 
ex  picked  in  a11  appearance  with  much  devotion  and  zeal 
ot  heart.  Ail  which  confidered,  we  cannot  but,  in  be- 
half  of  the  nation  we  represent,  rejoice  and  give  glory  to 
God  for  the  beginning  of  fo  glorious  a  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  amongft  thofe  poor  heathen ;  which  cannot  be 
profecuted  with  that  expedition  as  is  defired,  unlefs  fit 
inftruments  be  encouraged  and  maintained  to  purfue  it, 
fchools  and  cloathing  be  provided,  and  many  other  ne- 
ceffaries.  Be  it  therefore  enadfed  by  this  prefent  parlia- 
menL,  that,  for  the  furthering  lo  good  a  work,  there  fhall 
be  a  corporation  in  England  confifting  of  fixteen,  viz.  a 
prefident*,  treafurer  and  fourteen  aftiftants,  and  that 
William  Steel,  Efq;  Herbert  Pelham ,  Efq ;  James  Sherley, 
Abraham  Babington,  Robert  Houghton,  Richard  Hut- 
ebtnfon ,  George  Dun,  Robert  Tomfon,  William  Mullins, 
John  Ilodgfon,  Edward  Parks,  Edward  Clud,  Richard 
Lloyd  f,  Thomas  Aires,  John  Stone,  and  Edward  Win- 
Jlow ,  citizens  of  London,  be  thefirft  fixteen  perfons,  out 
of  whom,  the  fajd  fixteen  perfons  or  the  greater  number 
of  them  fhall  chufe  one  of  the  faid  fixteen  to  be  prefident, 
another  to  be  treafurer. —  They,  or  any  nine  of  them,  to 
appoint  a  common  feal.  And  be  it  enaded,  that  a  gene¬ 
ral  collection  be  made  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  through 
all  England  and  Wales ;  and  that  the  minifters  read  this 
act,  and  exhort  the  people  to  a  chearful  contribution  to 
fo  pious  a  work.  Hen.  Scobell,  cleric,  parlia.” 

*  William  Steel,  Efq;  was  the  Srft  prefidenr,  and  continued  until 
the  reftoration. 

f  1  fuppofe  this  fhould  be  Richard  Floyd,  who  was  chofen  treafurer 
then  or  foon  after.  Thofe  in  Italicks  had  been  in  New-England. 

Sherley  was  a  great  friend  tQ  Plimouch  colcnv, 

»  •  .  Q 
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Letters  at  the  fame  time  were  publilhed  from  the  1650 
two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  calling  upon 
the  minifters  of  England  and  Wales,  to  ftir  up  their  con¬ 
gregations  to  a  liberal  contribution  for  the  promotion  of 
fo  glorious  an  undertaking. 

The  purport  of  the  firft  letter  to  the  commiffioners, 
from  the  corporation,  was  to  acquaint  them  with  Mr. 

W  inflow’s  determination  to  return  to  New-England, 
which  would  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  work,  and  to 
intimate  to  them  that  he  ought  to  be  no  fufferer  by  his 
continuance  in  England.  The  commiffioners  of  the 
Maffachufets  propofed  to  make  Mr.  Window  the  agent 
for  the  united  colonies,  but  as  he  had  gone  over  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Maffachufets  only,  the  reft  of  the  colonies 
declined  the  propofal ;  and  all  that  could  be  obtained, 
was  a  letter,  from  the  commiffioners  to  the  corporation, 
approving  of  Mr.  Window’s  ftay  in  England,  and  de- 
firing  that  one  hundred  pounds  fterling  might  be  paid 
him  out  of  the  collections  *,  with  a  promife,  that  if  it 
was  not  approved  of  as  a  proper  charge,  it  fhould  be  re¬ 
placed  by  the  colonies  -f. 

Proposals 

*  I  cannot  find  that  either  of  the  colonies  have  ever  advanced  any 
confiderable  fums  for  this  fervice. 

+  Great  oppofition  was  made  to  the  colle&ion  in  England  ;  and  the  ’ 
converfion  of  the  Indians  was  reprefented  as  a  mere  pretence  to  draw  / 
money  from  men  of  pious  minds.  It  went  on  fo  flowly,  that  an  at-  I 
tempt  was  made  to  raile  a  fum  out  of  the  army.  Hugh  Peters  was  1 
one  of  the  colle&ors,  but  the  corporation  wrote  to  the  commillioners 
that  he  not  only  refufed  to  pay  a  penny  himfelf,  but  difcouraged  others, 
becaufe,  as  they  fuppofed,  he  had  no  Jiand  in  laying  the  plan.  How-  ) 
ever  fuch  favourable  accounts  were,  from  time  to  time,  publifhed  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  million,  that,  when  King  Charles  came  in,  the 
corporation  was  poffieffied  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  per  annum,, 
which  was  in  danger  pf  being  all  loft,  being  derived  from  the  efia- 
blilhment  of  the  parliament ;  but  by  the  intereffi  of  fome  good  men, 
of  whom  the  celebrated  Robert  Boyle  was  one,  a  new  charter  was 
obtained, .  by  which  the  eftate  was  fecured.  Mr.  Boyle  was  chofen 
and  continued  many  years  the  governor,  and  the  commiffioners  of 
thp  united  colonies  were  the  correfpondents  in  New-England,  until 

the 
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1650  Proposals  had  been  made  in  the  year  1648  to  Mon- 
fieur  D’Ailkbout,  the  governor  of  Canada,  for  a  Fee  com¬ 
merce  between  the  Mafiachufets  and  that  colony.  The 

French 

tne  charter  was  vacatec.  After  that,  commiflioners  were  fpecially 
appointed  by  tide  corporation,  confining  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
€2  tne  civil  order,  and  of  the  clergy  in  New-England,  and  vacancies 
by  death  or  otherwife  have  from  time  to  time  been  filled  up  until  the 
pie  fen  t  time.  Perhaps  no  fund  of  this  nature  has  ever  been  more 
faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  raifed.  If  we 
compare  the  requires,  to  determine  any  one  to  be  a  convert  in  Mr. 
Eliot  s  elleem,  witn  tnofe  of  the  popifh  mifhonaries,  it  is  not  flrange 
that  their  number  hath  exceeded  his.  Before  the  converts  in  New- 
England  were  admitted  to  the  ordinances,  they  were  examined  by 
feme  of  the  niagiflrates  as  well  as  minifters.  The  ccnfellions  of 
many  of  them,  as  taken  from  their  own  mouths,  were  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  printed,  and  there  approved  of:  And  although  the  mil¬ 
lion  began  in  1646,  it  was  the  year  1651  before  the  fi-rft  church  was 
gathered,  viz.  at  Natick.  Whereas,  with  the  Romifh  priefts,  the 
repetition  of  a  Pater  Nofler  or  Ave  Maria,  or  perhaps  the  telling  over 
a  few  beads,  made  them  fit  fubjedts  of  baptifm.  Mr.  Eliot,  as  has 
been  obferved,  always  infixed  upon  their  being  civilized  and  be¬ 
coming  men,  at  the  fame  time  they  became  chriflians.  This  was 
naiuratn  ex  fell  ere,  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  they  forfook  any 
of  their  favage  cuftoms.  The  French  Coureurs  de  Bois,  and  other*, 
married  among  the  Indians,  and  became  favages  themfelves,  and  the 
priefb  went  into  their  country  and  dwelt  among  them,  fuffered 
them  to  retain  their  old  cuftoms  and  conformed  to  them  themfelves. 
However,  the  number  of  Indians  in  New-Engiand,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  made  profeflion  of  Chriflianity,  is  far  from  in- 
confiderable.  In  1660  there  were  ten  Indian  towns,  of  fuch  as  were 
called  Praying  Indians.  ( Gaffe’s  journal.)  Mr.  Eliot  mentions  a 
vrfitation  he  made  in  1670.  He  went  down  to  the  Indians  at  Mak- 
tepos,  1  fuppofe  what  we  now  call  Mafhpee,  where  R  chard  Bourne, 
a  godly  man,  on  the  17th  of  Augufl  was  ordained  pallor  to  an  In¬ 
dian  church  which  was  gathered  upon  that  day,  and  the  Indians, 
&nd  fuch  of  their  children  as  u'ere  prefent,  were  baptized.  From 
thence  he  palled  over  to  the  Vineyard,  where  many  were  received 
into  the  church,  men  and  women,  and  they  and  their  children  bap¬ 
tized,  the  facranient  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  was  adminiflred  in  the  In¬ 
dian  church,  and  many  of  the  Englifh  church  defiring  to  join  with 
them,  it  was  celebrated  in  both  languages.  Two  teaching  and 
two  ruling  elders  were  ordained,  and  a  foundation  was  laid  for  two 
churches  more.  The  teacher  of  the  praying  Indians  at  Nantucket 
came  to  the  Vineyard,  and  made  report  that  there  were  about  ninety 
families  that  prayed  unto  God  in  that  illand ;  and  advice  was  giver. 
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French  profefTed  robe  greatly  pleafed,  and  a  correfpondence  1 650 
was  kept  up  upon  the  fubjedt  until  the  year  1650,  when 
the  French  governor  fent  an  agent  to  Boilon  in  order  to 

fettle, 

that  fome  of  the  mod  godly  among  them  fnould  join  to  the  church 
at  the  Vineyard,  and  after  fome  experience  of  their  orderly  walk, 
mould  iffue  forth  into  church  Hate  among  themfelves,  and  have 
officers  ordained.  The  Indians  were  very  defirous  of  having  Mr. 

Mayhew  for  their  pallor,  but  he  declined  it,  conceiving  that  he 
could  ferve  them  better  in  the  capacity  he  was  in,  of  advifing  and 
inftruCting  in  the  management  of  their  church  affairs,  and  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  die  in  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Advice  was  given  for 
the  fettling  of  fchools,  and  that  all,  who  negleCted  fending  their 
children,  fnould  be  liable  to  cenfure.  Mr.'  Eliot  then  takes  notice  * 
oi  the  Hate  of  the  Indians  in  the  Bay.  Natick  was  the  chief  town, 
where  molt  of  the  Indian  rulers  dwelt,  and  where  their  courts  were 
held.  There  were  two  teachers,  Jo!in  and  Anthony,  and  betwixt 
foriy  and  fifty  communicants,  and  fundry  more  propofed  to  join  to 
the  church.  Funkapog  (now  Stoughton)  was  the  fecond  town  where 
the  fachems  of  the  blood,  as  they  term  the  chief  royal  line,  had 
their  rdidence  and  rights ;  which  (in  other  parts)  as  Mr.  Elliot  fays, 
were  moltly  alienated  to  the  Engliih  towns.  I  fuppofe  the  Indians 
of  Naponfet  or  Milton  before  this  time  had  removed,  and  were  fet¬ 
tled  with  thofe  of  Punkapog,  beyond  or  about  the  blue  hills.  Their 
chief  ruler  and  teacher  was  Ahauton.  A  family  or  two  of  his  de- 
fcendants  remain  to  this  day. 

HafTunimefut,  or  as  it  is  now  pronounced  Haffanemifco,  were  the 
Inaians  next  in  order  of  dignity  and  antiquity  ;  from  thence  came 
fome  or  the  chief  friends  to  praying  to  God.  They  lay  upon  Nich- 
mug  river,  and  were  ItriCt  oblervers  of  the  fabbath,  and  were  judged 
by  all  travellers,  efpecially  fuch  who  had  occafion  to  lodge  among 
them,  to  be  iincere  in  their  religious  profeffions.  They  had  two 
teachers,  Annuweekin  and  Tuppukkoovvelin,  characterized  found 
and  godly  men.  I  fuppofe  thofe  who  are  called  Grafton  Indians, 
about  eight  or  ten  families,  are  all  the  remains  of  Haffanemifco. 

Ogguonikongquamefut  was  the  next  praying  town  which  bordered 
upon  Marlborough.  The  Engliih  meeting-houfe  being  placed 
within  the  line  of  the  Indian  town,  caufed  great  difputes  and  dif» 
couragements.  Solomon,  judged  to  be  a  lerious  and  found  chril- 
tian,  was  their  teacher.  I  fuppofe  they  are  all  difperfed,  if  not 
extinCt. 

^Nafhopewas  the  next.  Tahattawans  was  called  a  Sachem  of  the 
blood,  a  faithful  zealous  Chriltian  was  their  ruler.  Their  minifler, 

John  1  homas,  a  godly  underltanding  Chriltian,  was  their  teacher. 

1  heir  town  lay  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  Maquas  or 
Mohawks  hunted,  and  had  been  much  moielted  and  for  a  time  was 

defer  ted. 
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1650  fettle,  not  meerly  trade,  but  a  league  or  alliance,  de. 
ieniive  and  offenfive,  between  the  government  of  Ca¬ 
nada  and  the  colonies  of  Maflfachufets  and  Plimouth - 
but  being  informed  that  all  matters  of  that  nature  were 

left 

^cferted,  but  in  1670  the  Indians  returned  and  dwelt  there,  but  are 
now  extintt. 

Wamefut  was  another  praying  town  upon  Merrimack  river  where 
Concord  river  falls  into  it.  Their  Sachem  was  Nomphon,  a  man  of 
a  noble  fpirit.  This  place  had  been  fo  much  moleded  by  the  Mo¬ 
hawks,  that,  the  year  before,  they  joined  with  a  body  of  northern 
Indians  and  fome  of  Punkapog  in  an  expedition  againd  them,  which 
proved  unfuccefsfuL  George  was  their  teacher.  They  were  not  in 
general  much  noted  for  their  efteem  for  religion. 

Pantucket,  at  the  falls  in  Merrimack  river,  was  the  place  of  an- 
odier  fet  of  praying  Indians.  The  Pennicook  Indians  had  come 
uown  the  river,  and  built  a  fort  at  Pantucket,  and  were  great  op- 
poiers,  and  obdinately  refufed  to  pray  to  God  ;  but  being  concerned 
In  the  expedition  againd  the  Mohawks,  they  were  molt  of  them  cut 
and  hnce  that  time  the  Pantucket  Indians  were,  at  lead  feveraj 
of  them,  become  praying  Indians,  and  Jethro  was  fent  to  preach 
Chrift  to  them. 

Magunhukquok,  where  Simon  was  teacher,  on  the  wed  of  Natick, 
and  Quanatuil'et,  .which  was  under  the  care  of  the  HafTanamifcq 
teachers,  are  the  two  other  towns  mentioned.  By  this  account,  of 
Mr.  Eliot,  we  fee  the  #ate  of  the  chridianized  Indians  in  1670.  The 
greated  body  of  Indians,  viz.  Mafiafoiets  or  Woofamequins,  and 
afterwards  his  fon  Philip’s  or  Metacom’s  fubjedls,  were  ever  averfe  to 
Chrikianity,  fo  were  the  Naraganiets.  1  hefe  two  nations  engaging 
2n  war  againft  the  Englifh  in  {675,  had  drawn  off  fome  of  the 
Indians  of  the  praying  towns  to  join  with  them,  and  occafioned 
fears  and  jealoulies  of  all  the  red,  which  cauled  a  great  aifcou- 
ragement;  but  the  war  being  at  an  end  in  1676,  and  the  two  other 
nations,  the  Wamponoags  and  Naraganfets,  the  great  enemies  of 
chridianity,  heing  wholly  extirpated,  the  Indians  which  remained 
in  the  Maffachuiets  an;d  Plimouth  have  in  general  ever  fince  pro- 
iefled  to  be  Chriftians.  In  j6S 7,  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  Dr.  In- 
creafe  Mather  to  Dr.  Leufden  at  Utrecht,  there  were  four  Indian 
aiiemblies  in  Madachufets,  befides  the  principal  church  at  Natick, 
in  Plimouth,  befides  the  principal  church  at  Mafhapee,  there  were 
live  affemblies  in  that  vicinity,  and  a  large  congregation  at  Saco- 
«  net.  There  were  alfo  fix  different  focieties,  probably  but  fmall, 
with  an  Indian  teacher  to  each,  between  the  lad  mentioned  and 
Gape  Cod,  all  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Treat,  minider  of  Eadham  ; 
,o.Te  church  at  Nantucket,  and  three  at  Martha’s  Vineyard.  There 

were 
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left  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  he  re-  1650 
turned  to  Canada,  and  the  next  year  two  gentlemen 
were  fent  with  letters  to  the  commiffioners,  praying  in 
behalf  of  the  French  of  Canada,  and  of  the  chriftian- 
ized  Indians  in  Acadie,  the  aid  of  the  Englifh  againft 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  urging,  “  That  it  was  a 
juft  war,  the  Mohawks  being  breakers  of  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  leagues,  perfidious  and  cruel ;  that  it  was  a  holy 
war,  the  eaftern  Indians  being  perfecuted  and  cruelly 
handled,  becaule  of  their  profefiing  the  chriftian  religion  ; 
that  it  was  of  common  concern,  the  Mohawks  difturb- 
ing  and  interrupting  the  trade,  both  of  Englifh  and 
French,  with  other  Indians.55  They  promifed  a  due 
confideration  and  allowance  for  the  expence  of  the  war. 

If  the  Englifh  would  not  join  in  the  war,  it  was  then  de- 
fired  that  the  French  might  have  leave  to  inlift  volun¬ 
teers,  and  that  they  might  be  vi6tualled  for  the  fervice ; 
and  if  that  could  not  beobtained,  that,  at  leaft,  theFrench 
might  be  allowed  to  pafs  through  the  colonies,  by  wa¬ 
ter  and  land,  as  occafion  fhould  require.  Until  thefe 
points  were  fettled,  they  could  not  proceed  upon  the 

were  in  all  fix  afiemblies  formed  into  a  church  ftdte,  having  officers 
and  the  ordinances  duly  adminiftred,  and  fixteen  afiemblies  which 
met  together  for  the  worfhip  of  God.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
number  of  chriftians  have  fince  decreafed  by  the  return  of  the  In¬ 
dians  to  paganifm.  The  Indians  themfelves  are  wafted,  and  their 
tribes  or  nations  every  where  in  Maflachufets  and  Plimouth  ex  tin  ft, 
except  at  Mafhapee,  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  Nantucket.  At  Mafha- 
pee,  and  near  ir,  are  about  eighty  families ;  at  the  Vineyard  about 
eighty ;  and  at  Nantucket,  where  the  lafl  year  were  ninety  families, 
there  are  now  but  fifteen  remaining.  There  is  befides,  a  town  of 
Indians  in  the  vveftern  part  of  the  province  called  Houflatonick  In¬ 
dians,  who  removed  about  thirty  years  ago  from  Hudfon’s  river, 
who  have  a  fettled  Englifh  minifter  or  miftionary  fupported  by  the 
corporation  ;  perhaps  feventy  or  eighty  families  generally  refide  there. 

They  wafte  away,  as  all  other  Indians  have  done,  and  there  would 
have  been  a  more  fenfible  diminution  of  their  numbers,  if  they  had 
not  from  time  to  time  received  additions  from  abroad  of  other  nations, 
or  of  fuch  of  their  own  nation  as  did  not  at  firft  incline  to  remove 
wjth  them.  Thefe  with  a  few  families  at  Natick  and  Grafton,  and 
a  family  or  two  together  fcattered  here  and  there  about  the  province, 
are  all  the  Indians  at  prefcnt  within  the  province  of  Maffachufets- 
Bay. 
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50  ^eaLy  of  commerce.  The  commiffioners  having  duly 
as  follows,  evg°P°fa!s’  reCl,rned  an  anfwer,  in  fubftance 

an  j'  TIAT  Tth7  were  wiIling  t0  admit  that  the  French 

0  f  •  rJndir  mi8!lt  have  J"uft  Sroup'ds,  to  their 
own  iatisfaftion  forwaragainft  the  Mohawks.  That  they 

f  .  I  *  .  |  ^  J  as  received  the  yoke  of 

Uu-nr,  with  another  eye  than  upon  others  who  worfhip 

•'  1  ^ t  iey  defired’  by  alliuft  m«ns, t0  keep 

barhmr  *  ’T*7  J*’™1?  aH  men’  even  with  thefe  bar- 
That  the  Mohawks  living  at  a  diftance  from 

,  a’  tha^  ,tt!e  lr|tercourfe  with  thefe  parts,  but  in 
tne  war  the  Englifh  had  with  the  Pequods,  .  4  or  1 6  years 
before,  the  Mohawks  (hewed  a  real  refpedt  and  had  of¬ 
fered  no  hoftilities  fince.  That  the  Englifh  engaged  in 
no  war  e  ore  they  had  full  and  fatisfying  evidence  that 
Jt  wasjuft,  nor  before  peace,  upon  juft  terms,  had  been  of¬ 
fered  and  refufed.  T hat  the  Mohawks,  not  being  fubieft 
to  them,  norm  league  with  them,  they  could  not  require 
an  account  of  their  proceedings,  and  had  no  means  of 
information  what  they  had  to  fay  for  themfelves.  That 
to  ma,<e  war  with  the  Mohawks,  would  expofe  the  In¬ 
dians  who  were  neighbours  to  the  Englifh,  fome  of 
whom  profeffed  chriftianicy,  &c.  •  That  although  they 
were  ready  to  perform  all  neighbourly  offices  of°righte- 
ou.ncfs  and  peace  to  the  French  colony,  yet  they  could 
neither  permit  volunteers  to  be  taken  up,  norths  French 
and  eaftern  Indians  to  pafs  thro’  the  Englifh  jurifdidfcion 
to  invade  the  Mohawks,  left  they  fhould  expofe,  not  the 
Indians  only,  but  the  (mailer  Englifh  plantations  to  dan- 
§er:  .That  the  Engliffi  were  much  diflatisfied  with  that 
mi  feme  vo  us  trade  the  French  and  Dutch  have  had  and  ftill 
continue,  by  felling  guns,  powder  and  (hot  to  all  the  In¬ 
dians,  Much  rendered  them  infolenr,  &c.  That  if  ail 
other  difficulties  were  removed,  yet  they  had  no  fuch  ffiort 


#  "D 


Cut  fuch  Indians  have  generally  been  taught  to  treat  the  EnaJifii, 
as  heretics,  with  greater  cruelty,  and  it  has  been  made  more  meii- 

torious  to  extirpate  them  than  if  they  had  been  infidels  or  the  word  of 
idolaters. 

and 
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and  convenient  paffage,  cither  by  land  or  water,  as  might  1650 
be  had  by  Hudfon’s  river,  to  and  beyond  Auraoia  fort 
poffeiTed  by  the  Dutch.  That  the  commiffioners  con¬ 
ceived  the  French  deputies  might  proceed  to  fettle  a 
trade  ;  but  if  they  thought  proper  to  limit  it  under  fuch 
reftridlions,  a  fitter  feafon  for  thefe  treaties  muft  be  at¬ 
tended,  which  the  commiffioners  would  readily  improve 
whenfoever  it  prefented.” 

The  college  at  Cambridge  became  more  and  more  an 
object  of  attention,  and  in  the  year  1650  was  made  a 
body  corporate,  by  ad  of  the  general  court,  and  received 
a  charter  under  the  feal  of  the  colony  *. 

Mr. 


*  Undor  this  charter  the  college  was  governed  until  the  year 
16S5;,  when  the  colony  charter  was  vacated  5  faving  that  in  1673,  by 
an  order  of  the  general  court,  fome  addition  was  made  to  the  num¬ 
ber  or  the  corporation.  Mr.  Dudley  (who  was  a  fon  of  the 
college)  when  he  received  a  commiffion  for  Prefidefrt  of  the  colony, 
altered  the  title  of  the  Prefident  of  the  college  for  that  of  Redor ; 
but  no  attempts  were  made  to  take  away  the  eftate  or  Hock  of  the 
college,  or  to  impofe  officers  difagreeabie  to  the  country  in  general, 
but  the  government  continued,  in  name  at  leaf,  under  the  former 
corporation,  who  were  Increafe  Mather,  redlor ;  John  Sherman, 
Nehemiah  Hubbard,  John  Cotton,  John  Leveret  and  William  Brattle, 
as  fellows,  (the  two  lall  were  tutors  alfo)  and  John  Richards,  trea¬ 
surer^  When  Mr.  Mather,  the  redor,  went  to  England  in  1688,  in 
his  minutes  of  an  intended  petition  to  the  King,  heYays,  “  that  when 
the  civil  government  was  changed,  the  college  was  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  thefe  perfons,  and  he  fuppofed  it  continued  To,  except  that 
Mr.  Sherman  was  dead,  in  whofe‘room  he  prayed  Mr.  Samuel  Sevvali 
might  be  appointed,  and  that  the  King  would  confirm  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  their  hands ;  but  although  thefe  were  in  name  the  governors, 
they  were  not  always  fo  in  fad.  ’  I  find  the  following  original  order, 
dated  December  the  9th,  16 86. 

Whereas  the  monies,  and  other  efiate,  belonging  to  Harvard- 
College  in  Cambridge,  has  been  by  us  committed  to  the  care  and 
management  of  John  Richards,  Efq;  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid 
college,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  produce  thereof  fhall,  for  this  year 
1686,  be  difpofed  of  as  followeth  : 

“  ^  here  fhall  be  allowed  to  the  prefent  redor  of  the  college, 

‘‘  as  fome  acknowledgment  of  the  fervices  which  he  has  done  for 

that  fociety,  the  remainder  of  the  income  not  difpofed  under- 
<£  neath. 

«  p  2d!  Th"  Prefcnt  tKtors>  Mr-  John  Leveret  and  Mr.  William 
“  £nmle>  frail  *or  this  >  ear,  beginning  the  laft  commencement,  be 

“  allowed 
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1651  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  governor  in  the  years  t6 
1652  and  1653,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor-}*. 

At 

allowed  each  of  them  40 1.  befide  what  /hall  be  due  to  them  from 
“  their  feveral  pupils. 

“  3d.  The  fcholars  of  the  houfe  (for  this  year)  (hall  be  Sir  Gibbs, 
Rogers,  Mi tch el  and  Dudley,  who  fhall  be  allowed  each  of  them 
“  at  leaft  5I.  Sir  Gibbs’s  penfion  to  be  paid  out  of  Mr.  Webb’s  le- 
c<  gac y,  and  Rogers’s  out  of  Capt.  Keyn’s  legacy* 

4th.  Major  Richards  (hall  be  allowed  for  his  care,  in  improving 
“  the  college  flock,  after  the  proportion  of  1 1.  for  iool. 

“  J.  Dudley, 
tt  William  Stoughton.” 
nx  he  prefident  of  the  colony,  tjnd  afterwards  the  governor,  afiumed 
the  whole  authority  when  they  thought  fit.  The  rights  of  Magdalen 
cohege  Oxford  invaded,  juilly  might  alarm  the  whole  nation,  but 
Harvard  college  was  too  inconfiderable,  had  the  proceedings  been 
ever  fo  arbitrary  and  opprefiive,  to  occafion  any  great  notice.  Mr. 
Mather,  the  redor,  went  to  England  in  16 88.  No  perfon  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  his  flead.  Sir  E.  Andros,  the  governor,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Lee,  the  minifler  of  Briftol  in  NeW-Piimouth  colony,  to  de¬ 
fire  him  to  officiate  at  the  commencement but  not  receiving  an  an- 
Ever  in  proper  feafon  (it  feems  the  letter  was  delayed)  Mr.  William 
Hubbard  was  appointed,  and  officiated  accordingly*  In  1692,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  province  charter,  although  by  a  claufe  in  the  charter 
with  a  fpecial  view  to  the  college,  it  was  provided,  that  no  grants, 
&c.  to  any  towns,  colleges,  fchools  of  learning,  &c.  fhould  be  pre¬ 
judiced  through  defed  of  form,  &c.  but  fhould  remain  in  force  as 
at  the  time  of  vacating  the  colony  charter  ;  yet  the  prefident,  and 
many  others  with  him,  were  defirous  of  a  new  charter,  with  ad¬ 
ditional  powers  and  privileges.  An  ad,  of  the  general  court, 
pafied  for  that  purpofe  in  1692,  incorporating  the  college  on  a  larger 
foundation  than  the  former  charter.  Among  other  things,  the 
college  was  enabled  to  confer  fuch  degrees  as  are  conferred  by  the 
uni  verb  ties  in  Europe,  whereas  under  the  former  charter  no  higher 
degrees  had  been  given  than  thofe  of  batchelors  and  mailers  of  arts. 
This  privilege  was  exercifed  in  one  inllance  only,  a  diploma  for  a 
dodorate,  under  the  college  feal,  being  prefented  to  Mr.  Mather  the 
prefident.  Before  the  expiration  of  three  years  the  ad  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  was  difallowed.  Thofe  who  interelled  themfelves  for  the  col¬ 
lege  were  refolved  upon  further  attempts ;  another  provincial  ad 
pafied  in  1697,  with  fome  variations,  which  before  1700  was  like- 
wife  difapproved  ;  for  at  a  fellion  of  the  court,  that  year,  a  vote  pafied 
the  council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  approving  the  form  of  a 
charter  which  they  were  willing  the  college  fhould  accept  from  the 

King, 


S 


t  In  1652,  John  Glover  and  Daniel  Gookin  were  chofen  afiifiants. 


V 


MASS  ACHUSETS-BA  Y.  ty3 

At  a  feflions  of  the  general  court  in  October  j6zi,  16^1 
an  a 61  or  order  was  pa  fled,  impovvering  the  town  of  ° 
Bofton  to  chufe  ieven  commiflioners  to  be  prefented  to 

the 

King,  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  agents  were  inftru&ed  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  a  charter  in  fuch  form.  By  this  charter,  the  corporation 
was  to  confift  of  a  prefident,  vice-prefident  and  fifteen  fellows.  It 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  fome  to  have  their  names  preferved.  In- 
creafe  lvlather  prefident,  Samuel  Willard  vice  prefident,  James  Allen 
Michael  Wigglefworth,  Samuel  Toney,  Nehemiah  Hobart,  Peter 
1  hacher,  Samuel  Angier,  John  Danforth,  Cotton  Mather,  Nehe- 
mfah  Walter,  Henry  Gibbs,  John  White,  Jonathan  Pierpoint,  and 
Benjamin  Wadfworth,  together  with  the  two  fenior  tutors  refident  at 
college,  were  the  firft  corporation  named  in  the  charter.  The  college 
was  impowered  to  hold  real  eftate  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  The  governor  and  the  council  were  made  the  vi- 
iuors.  This  application  proved  as  ineffectual  as  the  former.  The 
true  reafon,  of  the  feveral  failures,  appears  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Blaith- 
wait  to  the  prefident,  dated  ill  June  1704,  which  fays,  “  that  th£ 

°njy  ODftruaion  to  the  palling  the  charter  was  Sir  Henry  Afhurft’s 
refuting  to  allow  of  a  claufe  for  a  vifitation  by  the  King  or  his  cr0- 

fVrTrA  j  r  lett£r  fr°m  Lord  Bel!amont  to  Mr.  Stoughton  upon 
this  fubjed  deferves  notice.  -  6  1 

“  Nevv-York,  31ft  May  98. 

1  SV  »4Cei«M  -3  letter  from  the  reverend  prefident  of  Harvard  col- 
lege,  by  Mr.  White,  fellow  of  the  faid  college,  together  with  a  copy 

of  an  ad  of  the  affembly  for  incorporating  the  college.  And  I  am  of 
opinion  that  h,s  Majefty  will  not  give  his  royal  approbation  to  that 
ad  as  it  ftands  worded,  becaufe  it  dilFers  very  materially  from  the 

HrPTnffplnC|,lP?'atl0n  P,roPofed  hy  their  excellencies  the  Lords  Juf, 
viffro  f  E"g,and>  V1Z-  ‘hat  the  king  and  his  governors  (hould  be  the 
vifitors,  whereas  the  ad  of  affembly  veils  the  power  of  vifitation  of  that 
college  as  well  in  the  council  as  governor,  which  his  Majefty  may  pro- 

Jlfo ^thatThot'noSrr  his  prerogative.  And  I  am  apprehensive 
alio,  that  thole  noble  Lords  who,  under  the  title  of  Lords  Juftices  of 

th^  fwlll  be  a  d|erC'fed  lhet0>'al  authorit>'>  will  confirm  his  Majefty 
1  ™  diminution  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  make 

the  council  co-ordinate  in  the  power  of  vifitation  with  the  King’s  eover- 

nor.  for  my  own  part  I  have  a  very  great  refped  for  the  Kind’s 

prerogattve,  but  I  could  wifn  a  way  were  found  to  fecure  the  llatuTes 

turf  onv.  68  °f  *da/Vard  col,;§e  agalnft  ‘he  capricious  humour  of  fu- 

there8or  271^  T  °f  Preiud,ce  t0  the  way  °f  worlhip  ufed 

Snifter  ends,  may  be  vexatious  to  the  college 
I  here  is  great  difference  between  the  exercile  of  the  prerogative  s 


Eng- 
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1651  court  of  afliftants,  and  being  authorized  by  them  and 
fworn  before  them,  or  before  the  governor,  they  or  any 
five  of  them,  or  any  three,  together  with  one  magiftrate, 

might 

\  - 

England  and  in  thefe  remote  parts  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions.  There, 
the  fubjett,  whenever  that  exercife  is  abufed,  has  the  King,  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  juftice,  near  at  hand  to  recur  to  for  redrefs.  In  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  governors,  I  fear  by  what  I  have  difcovered  fince  my  being  in 
America,  are  made  bold  and  prefumptuous  in  breaking  the  laws  and 
governing  arbitrarily,  out  of  conceit  that  their  being  io  far  from  un¬ 
der  the  eye  of  the  government  of  England  will  be  a  fure  caufe  of  im¬ 
punity  to  them.  Therefore  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  mud  in  judg¬ 
ment  and  confcience  declare  for  a  qualification  of  the  power  of  a  go¬ 
vernor  in  the  cafe  of  the  vilitation  of  Harvard  college,  but  what  that 
qualification  fhould  be,  I  mufl  leave  to  his  Majefty’s  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  to  determine. 

I  am. 

Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 
Bellamont.” 

<  To  the  Honourable 

Wm,  Stoughton,  Efq;  & C. 

•> 

During  thefe  attempts,  until  advice  of  the  refpe&ive  a£ls  being  dif- 
allowed,  the  college  was  governed  conformable  to  them.  While  no 
acts  were  in  force,  temporary  orders  patted  the  general  court  from 
time  to  time,  impowering  fuch  perfons  to  aft  as  a  corporation  as  were 
therein  named.  But  in  1707,  all  profpect  of  a  new  foundation  being 
p-one,  it  was  thought  proper  to  refort  to  the  old,  and  the  charter  of 
*1650  hath  been  conformed  to  ever  fince.  The  feveral  heads  of  the 
college,  from  its  firft  eftabliihment  to  this  day,  have  been  as  follows. 
Mr.  Eaton,  appointed  in  1638,  continued  until  1640,  when  Mr. 
Henry  Dunftar  was  appointed,  who  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Charles 
Chauncy  in  1654,  who  continued  until  1671.  Dodlor  Leonard  Hoar 
fucceeded  Mr.  Chauncy.  Douglafs  fays,  Mr.  Hoar  was  a  do&or  of 
phyfick  from  Cambridge  in  Old  England.  He  was  educated  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  New  England,  and  took  his  bachelor V degree  in  1650,  went 
over  to  England  in  November  1653,  was  made  a  dodlor  at  Cambridge, 
and  returned  not  long  before  he  was  elected  July  30,  1672.  I  he 
iludents  were  too  much  indulged  in  their  prejudices  againft  him,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  refign  March  1  c,  1674-5.  His  wife  was  daughter 
to  Lord  Lille.  Mr.  Urian  Oakes,  minifter  of  Cambridge,  was  his 
fucceffot,  and  continued  from  April  y9  1675*  until  his  death  in  1681. 
Mr.  Mather  was  chofen  by  the  corporation  and  confirmed  by  the 
overfeers,  and  moderated  at  the  mailers  deputations,  ana  conferred 
the  degrees  at  the  commencement  in  1681  ;  but  his  church  in  Bolton 
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might  hear  and  determine  all  civil  adions,  not  exceed-  i6zi 
ing  ten  pounds  in  value,  and  all  criminal  adions  where  J 
the  penalty  or  fine  fiiould  not  exceed  forty  drilling?, 
the  parties  being  fuch  as  were  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
neck  or  Noddle’s  ifland,  or  fuch  as  did  not  belong  to 
the  jurifdidion  ;  and  the  county  court  was  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  any  fuch  adions.  This  law  was  made 

for  one  year,  for  trial.  I  do  not  find  that  it  was  re¬ 
vived  *. 


The 

being  unwilling  to  part  with  him,  on  April  20th  1682,  Mr.  John 
Rogers  was  chofen  and  confirmed,  but  died  in  1684,  being  fuddenly 
feized  the  morning  of  commencement,  July  ill,  and  dying  the  next 
day.  Mr.  William  Hubbard  of  Ipfwick  moderated  at  the  pubiick 
exercifes.  Mr.  Mathers  fucceeded  Mr.  Rogers,  and  continued  at  the 
head  of  the  college  until  Sept.  6,  1701.  Mr.  Samuel  Willard,  by  or¬ 
der  of  court,  officiated  feveral  years  as  vice-prefident,  no  prefident  b»- 
ing  appointed  inftead  of  Mr.  Mather,  until  Mr.  John  Leveret  was  by 
the  governor,  at  the  head  of  the  overfeers,  declared  prefident  Ja¬ 
nuary  14,  1707,  and  the  college  was  put  under  his  care,  “  ao-reeable 
to  the  choice  of  the  fellows  of  the  houfe,  approbation  of  the  over- 
leers,  and  votes  of  the  council  and  afl'embly  in  their  laft  preceding 
ieffion.  The  governor  direfting  him  to  govern  that  houfe  and  the 
Rholais  tnere  with  duty  and  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen  and  obedience  to  her  Majeily’s  laws.”  Mr.  Leveret  continued 
in  the  prefidentlhip  until  his  death  in  1724.  Mr.  Benjamin  Wadf- 
worth,  a  mimfter  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Boflon  fucceeded  him.  He 

died  in  1737  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Holyoke,  who  continues  in 
the  prelidentlhip  at  this  tune. 

*  Not  only  the  town  of  Bofton,  but  every  town  in  the  old  colony, 
were  to  many  purpofes  a  corporate  body  ;  they  might  fue  and  be  fued, 
might  chufe  their  own  officers  tor  managing  what  was  called  the  pru- 
dential  affairs  of  the  town,  and  the  feleftmen  were  judges  of  the  breach 
of  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the  penalty  of  which  could  not  exceed 
twenty  findings.  Lnder  the  new  charter,  the  felectmen  have  noju- 

\Vh!7-  P-°'ver‘,  7hey,  ftl11  ar.e  faid  t0  manage  the  prudential  affairs. 
What  is  intenced  by  tne  word  prudential,  when  thus  appropriated,  is 

not  very  eafy  to  oetermme.  Be  it  what  it  may,  al!  other  town  affairs 
are  determined  in  a  general  town  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The 

onfirri’  r  T  T/e  fr0“  fu,ch  a  ^ntlitution,  where  a  town 

enumerated  a °L  ^  VOtcrs>  are  100  niany  to  be 

enumerated,  and  too  obvious  to  need  it.  There  was  a  difpofition. 

a.ty  years  ago,  in  moll  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  be 

M  3  made 
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1651  The  committee  for  the  ftate  in  England  having  im¬ 
parted  their  mind  to  Mr.  Winflow,  the  agent  for  the 
colony,  refpefting  the  government  of  the  feveral  jurif- 
di&ions  in  New-England,  he  acquainted  Mr.  Dudley 
therewith  and  that  an  anfwer  was  expedted.  In  confequence 
of  this  advice,  the  court,  at  the  feflions  laft  mentioned, 
agreed  upon  a  petition  to  the  parliament  and  another  to 
Cromwell,  then  general  of  the  parliament  forces  in  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.  The  addrefs  and  letters  are  preferved.  By 
Mr.  Winflow’s  letter  it  appears,  that  it  was  expe&ed 
that  all  proceflcs  in  the  colony  fhould  be  in  the  name  of 
the  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England,  or  that  there 
fhould  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  powers  then  in  be¬ 
ing  by  a  renewal  of  the  patent.  It  is  certain,  neither  of 
the  two  ways  propofed  were  complied  with. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  had  made  attempts,  for  many 
years,  to  fettle  the  province  of  Main,  but  to  little  purpofe* 
He  was  a  zealous  royalift,  and  neither  he  nor  his  defcendants, 
who  were  in  the  fame  intereft,  could  expefl:  any  favour 
from  the  parliament.  The  colony  feems  to  have  been  de¬ 
ferred  by  the  proprietors,  and  in  the  year  1651  the  people 
were  in  confufion,  and  the  authority  of  the  government  was 
at  an  end.  In  1641,  a  charter  had  been  granted  by  Sir  Fer¬ 
dinando  to  Acamenticus  (York)  making  it  a  corporation, 
confiding  of  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen  and  a  recorder.  His 
coufin  Thomas  Gorges  was  the  firft  mayor.  He  lived  about 
half  a  mile  above  what  is  called  Trafton’s  ferry  near 
Gorges  point.  The  cellar  of  thehoufe  he  dwelt  in  re¬ 
mains  to  this  day.  He  went  to  England  in  1643.  The 
people  of  York  fay,  that  he  returned  and  died  there.  If 


f 


made  a  corporation.  A  plan  was  formed  in  order  to  be  hid  before 
the  general  court  of  the  province,  which  by  the  charter  is  im- 
powered  to  make  corporations.  When  the  heads  of  it  were  pre- 
fented  at  a  town-meeting,  a  demagogue  called  out,  “  It  is  a  whelp 
now,  it  will  be  a  lion  by  and  by,  knock  it  in  the  head.  Mr.  Mode¬ 
rator  put  the  qudlion The  people  were  prepared,  and  it  was  re- 
1  jedled  by  a  great  majority.  Some  of  the  beft  men  in  the  town,  de- 
\  fpairing  of  doing  any  fervice,  would  never  be  prelent  in  a  town-meet- 
|  ing  afterwards. 

I  fn 
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fo,  it  muft  have  been  before  1651,  or  fome  mention  would  1651 
have  been  made  of  him.  The  Maffachufets,  who,  as  hath 
been  obferved,  claimed  the  province  of  Main  as  within  the 
bounds  of  their  charter,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  con- 
fufions  there,  and  encouraged  the  difpofition  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit  to  their  jurif- 
diftion,and  in  1651  they  appointed  Mr.  Bradftreet,  Major 
Denifon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn  to  treat  with  the  gentlemen 
of  that  province  about  the  furrender  thereof  as  in  their 
beft  judgment  and  difcretion  fliould  feem  meet.  The  next 
year,  165 2,  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  others  were  fent  commit-  1652 
fioners  to  fummon  the  inhabitants  of  Kittery  to  come  in 
and  own  their  fubjeftion  to  the  Maffachufets,  as  of  right 
belonging  to  them.  The  inhabitants  accordingly  aftembled 
Nov.  16,  and  agreed  to  fubmit,  and  about  forty  inhabitants 
fubfcribed  an  inftrument  of  fubmiffion.  The  like  was 
done  at  Acamenticus  the  22ft  of  the  fame  month,  and  foon 
after  at  Wells,  Saco,  and  Cape  Forpoife.  To  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  all  thefe  plantations  larger  privileges  were  granted 
than  to  thofe  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Maffachufets  go¬ 
vernment,  forrhey  were  all  freemen  upon  taking  the  oath, 
whereas  every  where  elfe  none  could  be  made  free  unlefs 
he  was  a  church  member.  The  province  was  made  a 
county,  by  the  name  of  Y orkfhire.  The  towns  from  that 
time  fent  their  deputies  to  the  general  court  at  Bofton*. 

The  trade  of'the  province  increafing,  efpecially  with 
the  Weft-Indies,  where  the  bucaneers  or  pirates  at  this 
time  were  numerous  ;  and  part  of  the  wealth  which  they 
took  from  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  what  was  produced  by 
the  trade,  being  brought  to  New-England  in  bullion, 
it  was  thought  neceffary  for  preventing  fraud  in  money  to 

*  This  regulation  of  the  province  of  Main,  although  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  confent  to  it,  yet  it  appears  by 
the  records,  which  ate  ilill  preferved  in  the  regiftry  of  the  county  of 
York,  that  great  oppofition  was  made  to  it  by  Come  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  perfons  ;  and  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets  was  fevereiy  re¬ 
proached  by  them,  for  ufing  violent  compulfory  means  in  order  to 
reduce  the  province.  They  continued  united  to  the  Maffachufets 
uptil  1665,  when  by  king  Charles’s  commiffioners  they  were  fcpa- 
rtusd  .or  a  more  time,  as  will  hereafter  be  obferved. 

M  3  eredl 
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1052  ered  a  mint  for  coining  (hillings,  fix-pences  and  three¬ 
pences,  with  no  other  impreffion  at  firft  than  N  E  on 
the  one  fide,  and  XII.  VI.  or  III.  on  the  other ;  but  in 
October  1651,  the  court  ordered,  that  all  pieces  of  mo¬ 
ney  fhoold  have  a  double  ring  with  this  infcription,  Mas- 
sachusets,  and  a  tree  in  the  centre  on  one  fide,  and 
New-England  and  the  year  of  our  Lord  on  the 
other  fide*.  At  the  fame  fefllons,  a  committee  or  coun¬ 
cil  of  trade  was  appointed  after  the  example,  as  ex- 
preffed  in  the  order  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

\  % 

*  The  firft  money  being  (truck  in  1652,  the  fame  date  was  conti¬ 
nued  upon  all  that  was  (Iruck  for  30  years  after,  and  although  there 
are  a  great  variety  of  dies,  it  cannot  now  be  determined  in  what  years 
the  pieces  were  coined.  No  other  colony  ever  prefumed  to  coin  any 
metal  into  money.  It  mud  be  confidered,  that  at  this  time  there  was 
no  King  in  Ifrael.  No  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  parliament,  nor 
by  Cromwell,  and  having  been  thus  indulged,  there  was  a  tacit  allow¬ 
ance  of  it  afterwards  even  by  King  Charles  the  fecond,  for  more  than 
twenty  years ;  and  although  it  was  made  one  of  the  charges  againft 
the  colony,  when  the  charter  was  called  in  queftion,  yet  no  great 
ftrefs  was  laid  upon  it.  It  appeared  to  have  been  fo  beneficial,  that, 
during  Sir  Edmund  Andrcfs’s  adminiftration,  endeavours  were  ufed 
to  obtain  leave  for  continuing  it,  and  the  objections  again  ft  it  feem  not 
to  have  proceeded  from  its  being  an  encroachment  upon  the  prero¬ 
gative,.  for  the  motion  was  referred  to  the  matter  of  the  mint,  and  the 
report  again  it  it  was  upon  mere  prudential  confiderations.  It  is  certain 
that  great  care  was  taken  to  preferve  the  purity  off  the  coin.  I  don’t 
find,  notwkhftanding,  that  it  obtained  a  currency  any  where,  otherwise 
than  as  bullion,  except  in  the  New-England  colofJes.  A  very  large 
fum  was  coined.  The  mint  mailer,  John  Hull,  raifed  a  large  fortune 
from  it.  He  was  to  coin  the  money,  of  the  juft  allay  of  the  then  new 
fierling  Englifh  money,  and  for  all  charges  which  (hould  attend  melt¬ 
ing,  refining  and  coining,  he  v  as  to  be  allowed  to  take  fifteen  pence  out 
of  every  twenty  {hillings.  The  court  were  afterwards  fenfible,  that 
this  was  too  advantageous  a  contrail,  and  Mr.  Hull  was  offered  a  fum 
of  money  by  the  court  to  releafe  them  from  it,  but  he  refufed  to  do  it. 
He  left  a  large  perfonal  eftate  and  one  of  the  befi:  real  efiates  in  the 
country.  Samuel  Sewall,  who  married  his  only  daughter,  received 
with  her  as  commonly  reported,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  New- 
England  (hillings,  “  Ele  was  the  fon  of  a  poor  woman,  but  dutiful 
to  and  tender  of  his  mother,  which  Mr.  Wilfon,  his  minifier,  ob~ 
ferving,  pronounced  that  God  would  blefs  him,  and  although  he  was 
then  poor,  yet  he  ftioqld  raifea  great  eftateT  (Magnolia*) 

who 
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who  were  to  meet  at  Bofton  or  Charleftown  to  receive  1652 
propofais  for  promoting  trade,  but  nothing  came  from 
this  attemprf. 

In  October  1651,  hoftilities  began  between  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  in  Europe.  The  Dutch  colony  atManhados 
was  in  too  feeble  a  flate,  openly  to  annoy  the  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies  their  neighbours,  and  therefore  defired  to  preferve 
peace  in  America.  The  Englifh  colonies  carried  on  an 
advantageous  trade  with  the  Dutch,  and  were  for  that 
reafon  willing  to continue  friendfhip,  and  a  correfpondence 
was  kept  up  between  the  fubjefts  of  the  two  nations. 

In  an  addrefs  from  the  general  court  to  Cromwell,  they 
confider  themfelves  as  at  liberty  to  continue  in  peace 
with  the  Dutch,  and  fuppofe  their  own  aft  to  be  ne~ 
ceffary  to  bring  them  into  a  ftate  of  war,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  two  nations  were  at  war  in  Europe*.  But 
in  1 653,  information  was  given  by  thelndians  fromfeveral  1653 
quarters,  that  the  Dutch  governor  was  privately  foliciting 
them  to  a^general  confederacy,  in  order  totally  to  extirpate 

•f  MaJJa*  Records, 

One  Hugh  Parfons  of  Springfield,  was  tried  in  16^2  for  witchcraft, 
and  found  guilty  by  the  jury.  The  magiftrates  refuted  to  confent  to 
the  verdidt,  and  the  cafe  as  the  law  provided,  came  to  the  general  court, 
who  determined  that  he  was  net  legally  guilty  of  witchcraft. 

Mr.  Cotton,  the  celebrated  minifter  of  the  church  of  Bofton  and 
the  patriarch  of  New-England,  died  Dec.  23d  1652,  in  the  68th  year 
of  his  age.  Mr.  Hubbard  gives  this  character*  of  him.  “  His  excel- 
“  lent  learning  and  profound  judgment,  eminent  gravity,  chriftian 
Ce  candour  and  fweet  temper  of  fpirit,  whereby  he  could  very  placidly 
“  bear  thole  who  differed  from  him  in  their  apprehenfions,  made  him 
<c  moft  defired  whilft  he  was  amongft  them,  and  the  more  lamented 
“  when  he  was  removed  from  hence.  So  equal  a  contention  be- 
“  tween  learning  and  meeknefs,  magnanimity  and  humility,  is  fel- 
“  dom  feen  in  any  one  perfon.”  Upon  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his 
fon  to  burn  all  his  papers  relative  to  the  religious  dffputes  began  in  the 
time  of  Sir  Henry  Vane’s  year.  He  had  bundled  them  all  up,  with 
an  intention  to  do  it  himfelf,  but  death  prevented  his  going  into  his 
ftudy  for  that  purpofe.  His  fon,  loth  to  deftroy  what  appeared  to  him 
valuable,  made  a  cafe  of  confcience  to  Mr.  Norton  whether  he  was 
bound  to  comply.  Mr.  Norton  determined  againft  the  papers.  (MS 
Letters.)  Mr.  Cotton’s  life  was  publilhed  by  his  fuccefibr  Mr,  Norton, 
and  afterwards  by  his  grand  fon  Dr,  Cotton  Mather. 

*  Jppendip, 
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6.23  £he  i-ng!ifh.  1  he  maffacre  at  Amboyna  was  then  but 
a  late  affair.  A  general  alarm  was  fpread  through 
e  colonies.  An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  com* 
miffioners  was  called  at  Bofton,  April  19,  “  to  confider 
°[  leveral  amours  and  reports  gathered  from  the  In- 

„  Tdians  and  othe|s>  that  the  Dutch  had  plotted  with  the 
Indians,  and  ftirred  them  up  to  cut  off  the  Englilh.” 
e  r  tiit  of  tiiis  firft  meeting  was,  that  although  the 
evidence  was  fo  ftrong,  as  that  fome  of  the  commiffio- 
nets  looked  upon  it  to  be  full  proof,  yet  they  thought 
it  molt  expedient  the  Dutch  governor  fhould  have  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  anfwer ;  .but  before  any  mefltme 
coiud  be  fent,  letters  were  received  from  him,  denying 
“  *  "hich  the  Indians  or  any  others  had  charged  him  with, 
wondering  the  Englilh  would  give  credit  to  Indian  tef- 
timomes,  and  offering  to  come  or  fend,  or  to  make  an¬ 
swer  to  any  deputies  which  might  be  fent  thither.  It 
was  thought  proper  to  fend  agents  to  him,  viz.  Francis 
Newman,  an  alfftcant  of  New-Haven,  John  Leveret 
(afterwards  governor  of  the  Maffachufets)  and  William 
Davis ;  and  in  a  letter,  lent  by  them  from  the  com- 
mi  iff  oners,  the  governor  was  told,  “  that  he  had  made 
ul'e  or  Indian  teftimonies  againft  New-Haven  in  a  cafe 
of  land,  that  Keift  his  predeceffor  had  done  it  in  a  cafe 
oi  life,  and  tnat  a  Dutch  governor  and  council  at  Am¬ 
boyna  had  ma  le  a  bloody  ufe  of  the  Japonefes  con- 
feiffon  (though  extorted  by  torture)  againft  Capt.  Tow- 
erfon  and  the  Englilh  Chriftians  there.”  The  com- 
miftioners  demanded  iatisfadfion  for  paft  injuries  and  fe- 
curity  for  the  future.  Whilft  their  agents  were  gone, 
they  determined  what  number  of  men  fhould  be  raifed, 
if  God  fhould  call  them  to  war  againft  the  Dutch,  viz. 
goo  ,  ana  appointed  Capt.  Leveret  the  commanding 
oiffcer,  unlefs  the  Maffachufets  fhould  have  fome  weighty 
objedtion  againft  him.  Notwithftanding  the  offers  made 
by  the  Dutch  governor  in  his  letter,  he  refufed  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  examination  into  the  affair  by  the  agents  or 

J  i  O 
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commiffioners,  any  further  than  a  committee  of  his  own  1653 
council  fhould  concur  with  them.  They  took  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  Indians  and  others,  and  returned  to  Bolton. 

But  however  ftrong  proofs  there  were,  the  commif- 
fioners  were  divided  in  opinion,  and  a  conference  was 
had  before  the  Maflachufets  general  court  and  many  of 
the  elders.  A  ftate  of  the  cafe  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Eaton 
on  the  one  fide,  and  another  by  Mr.  Denifon  on  the 
other,  and  the  elders  *  were  defired  to  draw  up  their  opi¬ 
nion,  which  was,  45  That  the  proofs  and  prefumptions 
oi  the  execrable  plot,  tending  to  deftrudlion  of  fo  many 
of  the  dear  faints  of  God,  imputed  to  the  Dutch  gover¬ 
nor  and  the  filcai,  were  of  fuch  weight  as  to  induce  them 
to  believe  the  reality  of  it ;  yet  they  were  not  fo  fully  ’ 
con  cl  ufi  ve,  as  to  clear  up  a  prefent  proceeding  to  war  be¬ 
fore  the  world,  and  to  bear  up  their  hearts  with  that  ful- 
neis  of  perfuafion,  which  was  meet,  in  commending  the 
cafe  to  God  in  prayer  and  to  the  people  in  exhortations, 
and  that  it  would  be  lafeft  for  the  colonies  to  forbear  the 
ufe  of  the  fword  ;  but  advifed  to  be  in  a  pofture  of  de¬ 
fence  and  readinefs  for  action,  until  the  mind  of  God 
fhould  be  more  ciearly  known,  either  for  a  fettled  peace 
or  more  mmifeft  grounds  of  war.’5  The  deputies,  by 
their  vote,  exprefled  a  concurrence  in  fentiments  with  the 
elders.  On  the  26th  of  May,  letters  were  received  from 
Hartford  and  New-Haven,  advifing  that  the  Dutch  go-  * 
vernor  was  endeavouring,  by  prefents  and  other  methods, 
to  engage  the  Mohawks  and  the  Indians  between  Hud- 
fon’s  river  and  Delaware  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh.  A 
meftenger  arrived  the  fame  day  from  Manhados,  with  a 
ong  letter  from  the  Dutch  governor,  complaining  of  en¬ 
croachments  and  other  grievances  from  the  Englifh,  and 
exculpating  himfelf  in  general  terms  from  any  plots  or 
e  igns  again  ft  them.  The  commiffioners  required  fur¬ 
ther  fatisfatfaon  and  ftcurity  from  him.  Mr.  Nonce, 


as  nerS  Ttinued  t0  be  ?nfulted  in  every  Affair  of  importance 

ChJner  contlnued*  The  fhare  they  had  in  temporal 
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1653  teacher  of  the  church  at  Salem,  “  in  the  name  of  many 
penlive  hearts  there,”  preferred  their  fenfe  to  the  com- 
mtfiioners  in  favour  of  a  war,  and  the  commiffioners  them- 
feives  were  all  of  the  fame  mind,  except  Mr.  Bradftreet, 
one  of  the  Maflachufets  commiffioners ;  Mr.  Hawthorne’ 
the  other,  joining  with  thole  of  the  three  other  colonies- 
but  their  proceedings  were  interrupted  by  a  declaration 
fent  in  by  the  general  court  of  the  Maflachufets,  “  that 
no  determination  of  the  commiffioners  though  they  fhould 
all  agree,  fhouid  bind  tne  general  court  to  join  in  an  of- 
fenfive  war  which  fhould  appear  to  fuch  genera!  court  to 
be  unjuft.”  This  declaration  occalioned  fuch  altercations 
between  the  Maflachufets  general  court  and  the  cotnmif- 
floners  of  the  three  other  colonies  at  the  next  meeting,  as 
threatned  a  diflolucion  of  the  confederacy,  which  feem?, 
upon  this  occafion  alfo,  to  have  been  prevented  only  by 
the  inferiority  of  the  reft  to  the  Maflachufets  and  their 
inability  to  iiand  alone.  Where  ftates  in  alliance  are 
greatly  tli  [proportioned  in  ftrength  and  importance, 
power  often  prevails  over  right.  The  government  of 
New- Haven  were  fo  fenfible  of  their  danger,  that  they 
lent  their  agents  to  England,  to  make  a  reprefentation 
of  it  to  Ci om well,  who  ordered  three  or  four  fhips  with 
a  fmall  number  of  forces  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch, 
and  recommended  to  the  Maflachufets  colony  to  afford 
their  affiftance.  The  fhips  were  delayed,  and  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  at  Boll  on  until  the  latter  end  of  May  or  beginning 
of  June  1654.  The  governor  called  the  affemblyy 
Wiiich  met  the  9th  of  June,  and  immediately  came  into 
the  following  reloiution  :  “  The  general  court  having 
“  received  and  perufed  a  letter  from  his  Highnefs  the 
“  Lord  Protestor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
<l  Scotland  and  Ireland,  full  of  great  and  favourable  refpeft 
“  to  this  colony,  which  they  defire  to  keep  in  grateful 
“  remembrance,  and  (hall  be  ready  at  all  times,  wherein 
“  they  may  with  fafety  to  the  liberty  of  their  confciences, 
“  publick  peace  and  welfare,  to  their  uttnoft  to  attend 
Ci  to  his  Highnefs’s  pleafure.  This  court  therefore  de- 
c‘  c'ares,  that  though  they  underftand  that  the  colony  is 
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45  not  in  fuch  a  capacity  as  may  be  apprehended  to  fend  1653 
4C  forth  fuch  numbers  of  men  as  might  vigoroufly  a  (Tift 
‘c  in  that  undertaking,  yet  do  freely  conienc  and  give 
liberty  to  his  Highnefs’s  commiifioners,  Major  Robert 
Sedgewickf  and  Capt.  John  Leveret,  to  raife  within 
our  jurifdidtion  the  number  of  five  hundred  volunteers 
“  to  affift  them  in  their  enterprize  againft  the  Dutch, 
u  provided  the  perfons  might  be  free  from  legal  J  en- 
“  gagements.”  The  (hips  had  a  very  long  paffage,  fo 
that  the  news  of  the  peace  with  the  Dutch,  which  was 
figned  the  5th  of  April,  prevented  their  proceeding. 

This  occafioned  the  commander  in  chief  to  turn  his 
forces,  together  with  thole  raifed  in  the  Maffachufets, 
another  way,  and  to  diflodge  the  French  from  Penob- 
fcot.  Sc.  John’s,  &c.  where  they  met  with  no  great  re¬ 
finance.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  this  was  done  with¬ 
out  inftrubfions  from  Cromwell  §.  It  was  a  time  of  peace 
between  the  two  nations,  but  the  Englifh  had  good  right 
to  the  country,  and  the  complaints  of  the  French  in  Eu¬ 
rope  could  not  prevail  upon  Cromwell  to  give  it  up 
again  The  peace  with  the  Dutch,  together  with  1654 
the  hopeful  eftablifhment  of  government  in  England,” 
occafioned  a  publick  thankfgiving  in  the  Maffachufets 

f  Sedgevvick  had  been  of  the  artillery  company  in  London,  after¬ 
wards  lived  at  Chari eftown  in  New-England,  and  was  the  firft  military 
officer  there,  and  in  great  repute.  I  fuppofe  he  died  in  England. 

There  were  feveral  perfons  descended  from  him,  living  in  England  a 
few  years  ago. 

%  By  legal  engagements  muft  be  intended  apprenticelhip  and  other 
fervitude,  as  well  as  proceftes  from  courts,  &c. 

§  The  report  in  New-England  was,  that  Sedgevvick  had  only  ver¬ 
bal  inftru&ions  from  fome  of  Oliver’s  fea  commanders,  and  that  this 
was  the  reafon  the  country  was  fo  eafily  given  up  at  the  treaty  of 
,  Breda.  Hubbard, 

*  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor,  died  July  31ft  1653,  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  lamented,  being  a  principal  founder  of  the 
colony,  and  having  recommended  himfelf  by  great  firmnefs  and  fide¬ 
lity  in  the  difeharge  of  his  truft ;  having  never  been  out  of  the  ma- 
giftracy,  and  generally  either  governor  or  deputy  governor.  He  was 
zealous  beyond  meafure,  againft  all  forts  of  hereticks.  At  the  next 
ektftion  for  16^4,  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  governor  in  Mr. 
Pudleyjs  ftead,  Mr?  Bellingham  being  chofen  governor. 
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1654  (Sept.  20th)  and  an  order,  palled  the  laft  year,  prohi¬ 
biting  trade  with  the  Dutch,  was  repealed.  Stuyvefant, 
the  Dutch  governor,  in  thefe  negotiations  conducted 
himfelf  very  artfully.  New-Haven  and  Connedicut  were 
tne  two  coionies  with  winch  he  was  immediately  engaged 
in  con  trover  fy.  Tie  might  have  been  a  match  for  one,  if 
not  both  thole  colonies,  but  they  were  in  alliance  with  the 
JViaflachufets.  His  all  depended  upon  preferving  the 
iriendmip  of  tnat  coiony.  he  therefore  kept  up  a  confiant 
correfpondence  with  Mr.  Winthrop,  and  although  he 
would  not  concede  to  propofals  for  a  joint  trade  with  the 
Six  Nations,  yet  he  encouraged  trade  beween  the  MafTa- 
chufeis  ana  iVi  an  h  ados,  and,  what  was  more,  he,  as  well  as 
nis  gredecefior  Kieft,  made  great  pretences  to  religion. 
Kieft  was  a  ferious  man.  Piimouth  fell  in  with  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  New-Haven,  and  the  Mafiachufcts  muff  have 
done  fo  too,  if  the  Dutch  had  committed  any  hoflilities, 
Stuyvefant  retrained  his  own  people,  but  at  the  fame  time 
fecrecly  encouraged  the  Indians  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh. 
The  Naraganfets  were  numerous,  the  Maquas,  or  Six  Na¬ 
tions  were  more  fo.  A  general  union  of  the  Indians, 

-  which  it  was  fuppofed  he  was  endeavouring,  muft  have 
been  the  ruin  of  the  Englifh  colonies ;  and  although  it 
might  be  expedted,  that  when  they  had  rid  themfelves  of 
the  Englifh,  the  Dutch  would  be  in  danger  of  the  fame 
fate,  yet  this  was  the  leafc  and  mofl  remote  danger  of  the 
two.  They  were  conftantly  in  fear  of  the  Englifh.  Their 
right  to  any  part  of  the  country  had  never  been  allowed 
in  England.  They  were  often  threatened  by  the  colo- 
nifts  in  America,  as  the  Dutch  governors  mention  in 
their  letters.  Kieft  complains  to  Winthrop,  that c  fomeof 
the  Englifh  had  laid  publickly,5  “  that  their  countrymen 
w;re  fools  to  fuffer  the  Dutch  to  live  there  in  the  centred5 
The  Mafiachufcts  complied  with  Cromwell’s  propofal 
to  extirpate  the  Dutch,  notwithftanding  their  former  fcru- 
ples  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  it.  There  muft  have  been  fome 
other  reafons,  no  doubt  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  which 
caufed  them  to  be  fo  backward  in  joining  with  the  other 
colonies.  They  did  not  forfee  what  has  fince  happened, 

that 
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that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  colonies  of  different  na-  1654 
tions  would  one  time  or  other  engage  the  powers  in  Eu¬ 
rope  in  their  refpeftive  defence  and  annoyance.  Without 
this,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  either  Dutch  or 
French.  They  were  ten  times  as  numerous  as  both,  and 
continually  increafmg  in  much  greater  proportion  than 
either  of  the  other,  whofe  prefent  or  future  interior  force 
could  caufe  no  great  apprehenfions. 

Whilst  thefe  difputes  with  the  Dutch  were  depend¬ 
ing*  theNaraganfet  Indians  made  attacks  upon  the  Indians 
of  Long-lfland  who  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
Englifh.  This,  together  with  the  conspiracy  which  Mi¬ 
nigrate  the  Naraganfet  fachem  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  with 
the  Dutch  governor,  the  commiflioners  of  the  Engiifh 
colonies  (all  but  Mr.  Bradftreet)  thought  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground  tor  making  war  againft  the  Indians,  and  came 
to  a  refolution  in  1653,  that  250  men  fhould  be  forth¬ 
with  raifed  in  the  feveral  colonies,  but  the  Maffachufets 
general  court  refufed  to  raife  their  quota.  The  hoftili- 
ties  between  the  Indians  continuing  until  1654,  and  many 
upland  Indians,  as  they  were  called,  viz.  Wampanoags, 
Pocanoticks  *,  &c.  being  collected  together,  the  com¬ 
miffioners  fent  a  meffenger  to  Ninigrate,  who  foon  re¬ 
turned  with  the  following  anfwer,  which  is  here  inferred 
to  (hew  the  authority  the  Englifh  affumed  at  that  time 
over  the  Indians,  and  the  fenfe  they  dill  retained  of  their 
independancy. 

<c  Jonathan  Gilbert  returned  18  Sept.  1654,  and 
4*  brought  Ninigrate’s  anfwer  in  the  words  following : 
c*  Having  acquainted  him  thatthecommiffioners  were  met 
<c  at  Hartford,  and  that  they  had  perufed  the  letter  fent  to 

tne  governor  of  die  Mafiachufets,  he  anfwered,  he  knew 
cc  nothing  of  any  fuch  letter,  and  made  ftrange  of  it. 

<c  Concerning  his  invading  the  Long-IflancTers,  he 
14  anfweredj  Vv  herefore  fhould  he  acquaint  the  commit* 
cc  (loners,  when  as  the  Long-Iflanders  had  begun  with 
cc  him  and  had  (lain  a  fichem’s  fon  and  fixty  others  of  his 
44  men,  and  therefore  he  will  not  make  peace  with  the 
*  .Afterwards  called  Philip's  Indians. 
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1654  “  Long-Iflanders,  but  doth  defire  that  the  Englifh  will 
let  him  aione,  and  that  the  commiflioners  would  not 
requeft  him  to  go  to  Elartford,  for  he  hath  done  no 
hurt.  What  fhould  he  do  there ?  If  your  governor’s 
‘‘  fon  was  flain,  and  feveral  other  men,  would  you  afk 
counfe.  of  another  nation  how  and  when  to  right  your- 

felves  ?  and  added,  that  he  would  neither  go  nor  fend 
“  to  Hartford. 

Concerning  the  upland  Indians,  his  anfwer  was, 
“  That  they  w.re  his  friends  and  came  to  help  him 
“  agamft  the  Long-Iflanders,  which  had  killed  feveral 
of  his  men.  W  hererore  fhould  he  acquaint  the  com* 
“  mhfioners  with  it,  he  did  but  right  his  own  quarrel, 
“  which  the  Long-Iflanders  began  with  him.” 

L'pon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  commiflioners 
agreed  to  raife  forthwith  270  foot  and  40  horfe  out  of 
the  feveral  colonies,  and  gave  a  commiffion  to  Major  Si¬ 
mon  Willard  to  command  them,  with  inftrudtions  “  to 
take  as  many  of  the  laid  forces  as  fhould  be  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  by  the  13  th  of  Oftober,  and  to  march  with 
them  to  Ninigrate,  and  to  require  his  compliance  with 
the  demands  made  upon  him ;  and,  if  he  refufed,  to  com¬ 
pel  him  to  it ;  and,  if  it  fhould  be  neceflary,  to  fend  im¬ 
mediately  for  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  and  a  greater 
number  if  neceflary.”  Willard  marched  with  his  men 
into  the  Naraganfet  country.  Ninigrate  with  his  men  had 
fecured  themfelves  in  a  fwamp,  where  it  was  not  thought 
advifeable  to  attack  them,  and  the  forces  returned  with 
no  other  fuccefs  than  the  bringing  off  a  number  of  the 
Pequods,  who  had  been  left  with  the  Naraganfets  by  the 
Englifh,  ever  fince  the  Pequod  war,  upon  the  promife  of 
an  annual  payment  for  each  head.  The  commander  made 
it  a  part  of  his  excufe,  that  the  inftruclions  to  him  were 
equivocal.  But  the  commiflioners  were  offended  at  this 
proceeding,  and  charged  him  with  neglecting  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  humbling  the  pride  of  Ninigrate,  which  fince 
the  return  of  the  forces  was  greatly  increafed  *,  and  left 
him  to  confider  what  fatisfadtion  was  to  be  expeCted 
from  him,  ancf  thofe  of  his  council  who  joined  with 
,  "  '  him. 
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him  *.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Major  Willard  was  a  1654 
Maffachufets  man,  and  although  that  colony  had  fo  far 
complied  with  the  reft  as  to  join  in  fending  out  the  forces, 
yet  they  (till  were  defirous  of  avoiding  an  open  war. 

This  was  the  fecond  time  of  their  preventing  a  general 
war,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  fix  ol  the  commiffioners 
of  the  other  colonies  f . 

The  rnoft  remarkable  occurrence  in  the  colony,  in  the  1655 
year  1 655,  was  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Hibbins  for  witchcraft.  Her  hufband,  who  died  in  the 
year  1654,  was  an  agent  for  the  colony  in  England,  feveral 
years  one  of  the  aftiftants,  and  a  merchant  of  note  in  the 
town  of  Bofton ;  but  Ioffes  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
had  reduced  hiseftare,  and  increafed  the  natural  crabbed- 
nefs  of  his  wife’s  temper,  which  made  her  turbulent  and 
quarrelfome,  and  brought  her  under  church  cenfures,  and 
at  length  rendered  her  fo  odious  to  her  neighbours  as  to 
caufe  fome  of  them  to  accufe  her  of  witchcraft.  The  jury 
brought  her  in  guilty,  but  the  magiftrates  refufed  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  verdidt;  fo  the  caufe  came  to  the  general  court, 
where  the  popular  clamour  prevailed  againft  her,  and  the 
miferable  old  woman  was  condemned  and  executed. 

Search  was  made  upon  her  body  for  tetts,  and  in  her 
chefts  and  boxes,  for  puppets,  images,  &c.  but  there  is 
no  record  of  any  thing  of  that  fort  being  found.  Mr. 

*  Records  of  united  colonies. 

f  Mr.  Edward  Window,  who  had  been  feveral  years  ^overnsr  of 
Piimouth  colony,  died  May  8,  1655,  on  hoard  the  fleet  which  was 
font  againft  Hifpaniola.  He  was  fent  to  England  agent  for  the  Maf- 
facnufets.  He  attained  to.fuch  favour,  as  to  be  made  one  of  Crom¬ 
well  s  grand  commiffioners  in  the  expedition.  He  was  a  Gentleman  of 
the  belt  family  of  any  of  the  Piimouth  planters,  his  fadier  Edward 
./inflow,  Eiq;  being  a  perfon  of  fome  figure  at  Drauo-htwmh  m  Wor- 
cefteidhire  An  elegy,  occafioned  by  hif  death,  has  much  of  the  fpl 

rit  of  Thomas  Saffir/s  epitaph,  which  I  remember  to  have  read  in 
Stepney  church  yard. 

The  eighth  of  May,  weft  from  ’Spaniola’s  fhore 
God  took  from  us  our  grand  commiffioner, 

V/inflow  by  name,  a  man  in  chiefeft  truft,’ 

Whofe  life  was  fvveet  and  convention  juft, 

Whofe  parts  and  wifdom  mod  men’s  did  exceil, 

An  honour  to  his  place,  as  all  can  tell. 
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1655  Beach,  a  minifter  in  Jamaica,  in  a  letter  to  Dodlof  In- 
creafe  Mather  in  the  year  1 684,  fays,  “  You  may  remem- 
her  what  I  have  fometimes  told  you  your  famous  Mr. 
Norton  once  laid  at  his  own  table  before  Mr.  Wilfon 
the  pallor,  elder  i'enn,  and  mylelf,  and  wife,  &c.  who 
honour  to  be  his  guelts.  That  one  of  your  ma- 
§ihrates  wives,  as  I  remember,  was  hanged  for  a  witch, 
only  foi  having  more  wit  than  her  neighbours.  It  was 
his  very  expieffion,  fhe  having,  as  he  explained  it,  un¬ 
happily  g ik: ik:d  tnat  two  of  her  perfecutors,  whom  fhe 
law  talking  in  the  flreet,  were  talking  of  her ;  which, 
“  proving  true,  coft  her  her  life,'notwithftanding  all  he 
‘  could  do  to  the  contrary,  as  he  himfelf  told  us.” 

It  fared  with  her  as  it  did  with  Joan  of  Arc  in  France. 
Some  counted  her  a  faint  and  fome  a  witch,  and  fome  ob- 
ferved  folemn  marks  of  Providence  fet  upon  thofe  who 
were  very  forward  to  condemn  her,  and  to  brand  others 
upon  the  like  ground  with  the  like  reproach  *  This  was 
the  fecond  inftance  upon  record,  of  any  perfon’s  being 
executed  for  witchcraft  in  New-England +. 

About  this  time,  however  inconfiftent  it  may  feem  with 

(the  profefied  ecclefiafticai  conftitution  and  the  freedom  of 
every  church,  the  general  court,  in  feveral  inftances,  in- 
terpofed  their  authority.  They  laid  a  large  fine  upon  the 
church  at  Malden,  for  chufing  a  minifter  without  the  con¬ 
fect  and  approbation  of  the  neighbouring  churches  and 
allowance  of  the  magiftrate?,  and  foon  after,  viz.  in  1653, 
they  reftrained  the  north  church  in  Bofton  from  calling 
Mt.  Powell  to  be  their  minifter,  who  had  the  charafter 
or  a  well  gifted,  tho’  illiterate  man,  and  went  fo  far,  as 
^  to  recommend  to  them  Mr.  Reyner  who  had  been  a  mi- 
\  nifter  at  New-Plimouth. 

It  was  juftly  obferved  upon  this  occafion,  that  “  let 
“  the  experience  of  all  reformed  churches  be  confulted, 

*  Hubbard \ 

t  She  was  not  executed  until  June  1656.  She  difpofed  of  her  eftate 
by  will,  executed  May  27,  16^6,  and  a  codicil  June  16.  She  ap¬ 
pointed  feveral  of  the  principal  gentlemen  overfeers,  and  hoped  they 
would  fhew  her  fo  much  refpe<ft,  as  to  fee  her  decently  interred.  There 
was  no  forfeiture  of  goods  for  felony, 

6‘  and 
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“  and  it  wil!  appear,  that  diforder  and  confufion  in  the 
“  church  will  not  be  avoided  by  all  the  determinations, 
“  advice  and  counfel  of  fynods  or  other  melTengers  of 
“  churches,  unlefs  they  be  a  little  acuated  by  the  civil 
“  authority ;  All  men  are  naturally  fo  wedded  to  their 
“  own  apprehenfions,  that,  unlefs  there  be  a  coercive 
“  power  to  reft  rain,  the  order  and  rule  of  the  gofpel  will 
“  not  be  attended-*.” 

Mr.  Endicot  was  governor  in  1655,  and  was  annually 
chofen  until  1660,  and  Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor 
each  year  +.  During  this  period,  the  trade  of  the  colony 
was  in  a  fiourifhing  ftate,  free  admiffion  being  allowed 
to  all  nations,  and  the  veffels  of  the  colony  trading  to 
and  from  France,  Holland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe  ; 
the  importation  of  no  commodities  whatfoever  being  pro¬ 
hibited,  or  under  any  clog  or  reftraint.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  variety  of  fedaries  in  England,  there  had 
been  no  divifions  of  any  confequence  in  the  Maffachu- 
fets;  but  from  1637  to  1656,  they  enjoyed,  in  general, 
great  quietnefs  in  their  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  difcords  ia 
particular  churches  being  healed  and  made  up  by  a  fub- 
miflion  to  the  arbitrament  of  neighbouring  churches,  and 
fometimes  the  interpofition  of  the  civil  power.  The  re¬ 
putation,  not  only  of  the  conflitution  of  the  churches,  but 
alfo  of  the  New-England  clergy  had  been  for  fome  time 
very  great  in  England,  and  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Cotton, 
Hooker,  Davenport,  and  others,  are  cited  as  authorities 
by  many  Englifh  divines.  The  perfecution  of  the  epif- 
copalians  by.  the  prevailing  powers  in  England,  was  evi¬ 
dently  from  revenge  for  the  perfecution  they  had  fuffered 
tnemfelves,  and  from  political  conbderations  and  the  pre¬ 
valence  or  a  party,  feeing  all  other  opinions  and  profef- 
ftons,  however  abfurd,  were  tolerated,  but  in  New-Eng- 


*  Hubbard \ 

"f  Ricnard  Rufel  ard  T  homas  IDanforth  were  chofen  affiflants  in 
^ie  former  of  Charleitown  ;  his  fon,  grandft  n,  and  two  of  his 
great  grandfons  have  been  fmce  of  the  council.  The  latter  was  of 
Gambndge,  and  had  a  great  (hare  in  managing  the  public  affairs  in  the 
molt  cliihcult  times.  IT  left  no  male  children. 
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1655  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  bigotry  and  cruel  zeal 
'prevailed,  and  to  that  degree,  that  no  opinions  but  their 
own  could  be  tolerated.  They  were  fincere,  but  miftaken 
in  their  principles  ;  and  abfurd  as  it  is,  it  is  too  evident, 
they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  glory  of  God  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  his  creatures  for  maintaining  tenets  contrary 
to  what  they  profefled  themfelves.  This  occafioned  com* 
plaints  againft  the  colony  to  the  parliament  and  to  Crom- 
\well,  but  without  fuccefs  *. 

Mr.  Window,  the  agent  for  the  colony  in  England,  be¬ 
ing  dead,  Mr.  Leveret,  one  of  Cromwell's  commiffioners 
in  the  expedition  to  Acadie,  was  appointed  in  his  dead. 
Cromwell  had  been  very  defirous  of  drawing  off  the  New- 
Englanders  to  people  Ireland  after  his  fucceffes  there,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Baven  had  ferious  thoughts  of 
removing  but  did  not  carry  their  defign  into  execution. 
Jamaica  being  conquered,  Cromwell  renewed  his  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufets  to  remove,  and  to 
go  and  people  that  idand  ;  and  it  appears,  by  Mr.  Leve¬ 
ret’s  letters  and  a  letter  from  the  general  court  to  Crom¬ 
well,  that  he  had  it  much  at  heart  f .  Cromwell  forefaw 

that 

/  ‘  *  In  1695,  a  diftemper  went  through  the  plantations  in  Nevv-Eng- 
/  land  like  to  that  in  1647.  It  was  fo  epidemical,  tlfat  few  were  able  to 
vifit  their  friends  at  any  diftance  to  perform  the  lail  offices  to  them. 
It  was  attended  with  a  faint  cough.  Mr,  Nathaniel  Rogers,  minifter 
of  Jpfwich,  died  of  it  July  2d.  He  was  fon  of  Mr.  John  Rogers,  a 
celebrated  puritan  preacher  at  Dedham  in  England,  defcended  from 
the  protomartyr  in  Queen  Mary’s  reign.  Hubbard . 

+  “  At  my  presenting  your  letter,  of  the  firft  of  December  i6$6,  to 
his  Highnefs,  he  was  pleafed  to  enquire  of  New-England’s  condition, 
and  what  news  as  to  the  bufinefs  of  Jamaica,  to  which  I  gave  anfvver 
according  to  the  advice  received.  By  his  refent  thereof,  together  with 
what  I  had  from  him  the  18th  of  November,  he  manifefteth  a  very 
flrong  defire  in  him  for  fome  leading  and  confiderable  company  of 
New-England  men  to  go  thither ;  for  at  that  time  he  was  pleafed  to 
exprefs,  that  he  did  apprehend  the  people  of  New-England  had  as 
clear  a  call  to  tranfport  themfelves  from  thence  to  Jamaica,  as  they 
had  from  England  to  New-England,  in  order  to  their  bettering  their 
outward  condition,  God  having  promifed  his  people  fhould  be  the 
head  and  not  the  tail ;  befides,  that  defign  hath  its  tendency  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  man  of  fin :  and  withal  was  pleafed  to  add,  that 

though 
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that  the  Weft-India  planters  would  raife  eftates,  far  fu-  1655 
perior  to  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies, 

and 


though  the  people  had  been  fickly,  yet  it  was  faid  to  be  a  climaiterical 
year,  that  others  had  been  to  view  the  place,  as  Mevis  people,  who 
upon  liking  were  gone  down,  and  Chriftophers  people  were  upon  mo¬ 
tion,  and  he  hoped  by  what  intelligence  he  had  from  Capt.  Gookin, 
that  fome  confiderable  numbers  would  go  from  New-England.  His 
Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  hear  me  in  what  I  objedled.  As  to  the  bet¬ 
tering  our  outward  condition,  though  we  had  not  any  among  us  that 
had  to  boaft,  as  fome  particulars  in  other  plantations,  of  raifmgthem- 
felves  to  great  eftates,  yet  take  the  body  of  the  people  and  all  things, 
confidered,  they  lived  more  comfortably  like  Englifhmen  than  any  of 
the  reft  of  the  plantations  ;  to  which  his  Highnefs  replied,  that  they 
were  more  induftrious,  what  then  would  they  be  in  a  better  country  ; 
to  which  I  added,  that  there  were  more  in  New-England  produced  to 
befpeak  us  a  commonwealth  than  in  all  the  Englifh  plantations  be- 
ftdes,  the  which  his  Highnefs  granted.  I  objecting  the  contrariety  of 
fpirits,  principles,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of  the  people  of  New* Eng¬ 
land  to  them  that  were  at  the  ifland  or  in  any  other  plantations  that 
could  remove  thither,  fo  not  like  to  cement,  his  Highnefs  replied, 
that  were  there  confiderable  perfons  that  would  remove  from  thence, 
they  fhould  have  the  government  in  their  hands  and  be  ftrengthened 
with  the  authority  of  England,  who  might  be  capable  of  giving  check 
to  the  ill  and  vicious  manners  of  all.  Whilft  his  Highnefs  was  pleafed 
to  entertain  me  with  thefe  difcourfes,  an  honourable  gentlemen  of  his 
council  came  in,  who  hearing  his  Highnefs  upon  New-England,  was 
pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  concerning  New-England's  rigidnefs  and 
perfecution;  to  which  his  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  anfwer  very  much 
in  the  favour  of  them,  that  they  ailed  like  wife  men,  and  God  had 
broken  the  defigns  of  evil  inftruments,  bearing  witnefs  with  them 
againft  evil  feducers  which  had  rifen  up  among  them,  mentioning  one 
or  two  ;  to  which  that  honourable  gentleman  replied,  the  mifcarriage 
of  particular  perfons  proved  not  God’s  bearing  witnefs  againft  the 
body  of  them  that  withdrew  and  departed  from  them  for  their  rigid¬ 
nefs ;  to  which,  with  their  favour,  I  replied,  that  if  Rhode  Ifland  and 
thofe  parts  were  intended,  that  then  God  had  born  witnefs  againft  them 
in  general  as  well  as  againft  particulars,  which  would  appear  by  that 
loofenefs  and  profanenefs  they  we  re  left  to,  fo  that  they  had  not  only 
declined  chriftian  religion  but  moral  obfervations ;  to  which  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  wave  the  credit  thereof,  and  ex- 
prels,  that  if  it  were  fo,  he  thought  his  Highnefs  ought  to  animadvert 
upon  one  and  the  other.  Much  more  palled  in  difeourfe,  and  his 
Highnefs  broke  off  with  this,  that  he  would  not  irnpofe  any  particu¬ 
lar  injun&ion  upon  me,”  Extradft  from  j.  Leveret’s  letter  to  gover¬ 
nor  Endicot,  London  20  Dec.  1656. 
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j£>55  and  though  a  mere  worldly  confideration  was  not  proper 
'for  him  to  urge,  yet  accompanied  with  the  fulfilment  of 
a  divine  promife,  that  God’s  people  fhould  be  the  head 
and  not  the  tail,  it  was  in  charadler,  and  he  artfully 
enough  joined  it  with  the  other  confideration.  But  all 
was  infufficient  to  induce  the  people  of  New-England  to 
quit  a  country  where  they  could  live  tolerably,  and 
were  indulged  with  all  the  privileges  they  defired,  and 
we  have  no  account  of  many  families  having  removed. 
A  few  accepted  the  invitation.  Complaints  were  carried 
to  Cromwell  from  Rhode  Ifland  againft  the  Mafiachu- 
let%  by  Clark,  Holmes  and  others,  but  Mr.  Leveret, 

The  Court’s  letter  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 

“  SIR, 

We  received  by  Capt.  Cookie  your  Highnefs’s  propofals  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  fome  of  our’s  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which,  by  our  order, 
were  communicated  to  the  people  of  this  jurifdidlion,  in  compliance 
with  your  Highnefs’s  good  and  pious  intentions  of  planting  the  place 
with  iuch  as  through  the  blefling  of  Gcd  may  hopefully  promote  a  de- 
fign  fo  religious.  But  if,  by  the  intelligence  from  thence  of  the  mor¬ 
tality  of  the  Englifli  there,  the  motion  here  anfwereth  not  expedition, 
may  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs  not  to  impute  it  to  us  as  declining  your 
fervice,  much  Iefs  as  difaccepting  your  favour  and  endeavours  of  pro¬ 
moting  what  may  conduce  to  our  welfare,  wherein  we  have  always 
found  your  Highnefs  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  tefhify  the  famej  and 
in  particular  by  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  laid  by  Capt.  Leve¬ 
ret,  by  whom  we  found  ourfelves  neceflitated  to  make  our  addrefles 
to  your  Highnefs,  that  by  your  jult  favour  we  might  be  fupported, 
without  which,  we  have  cauie  to  fear,  we  cannot  be  fecure  from  the 
clamours  and  calumnies  of  fome  whofe  endeavours  may  be  to  render 
us  obnoxious  to  your  difpleafure.— W’e  account  it  our  duty,  to  our  ut- 
moll  power,  to  advance  your  Highnefs’s  fervice,  and  if  all  other  op¬ 
portunities  lhall  be  wanting,  yet  never  to  ceafe  to  prefent  ourrequefls 
to  him  that  is  able  abundantly  to  recompence  all  your  labours  of  love 
to  his,  to  prelerve  your  Highnefs,  long  to  continue  you  a  happy  in- 
flrument  to  carry  on  his  work,  overthrow  the  enemies  of  his  truth, 
and  to  enlarge  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  fon,  in  whom  we  are 

Your  Highnefs’s  mod  obliged  fervants, 

Jo.  Endicot,  gov. 

Bofton,  in  New'  England,  Rich.  Bellingham,  dep.  gov. 

the  24th  October,  1656.  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr. 

In  the  name  and  with  the  confent 
of  the  general  court.” 

1  •  who 
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who  was  a  captain  of  horfe  under  Cromwell,  during;  1655 
feme  pare  of  the  war,  had  much  of  his  favour,  and 
though  he  could  not  prevent  the  Rhode  Iflanders  from 
being  favourably  received,  for  no  led:  could  fail  of  an 
advocate  in  Cromwell’s  court,  yet  he  prevented  fo  much 
as  an  enquiry  into  the  conduA  of  the  Maffachufets.  Nay, 
Cromwell  applauded  the  colony  for  banifhing  the  evil  fe- 
ducers  which  had  rifen  up  among  them,  of  which  Mr. 
Wheelwright  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  were  the  chief,  and 
probably  he  had  a  view  to  them  in  particular.  This 
fame  Mr.  Wheelwright  had  been  feveral  years  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
who  had  been  his  patron  in  New-England  and  now  took 
great  notice  of  him.  Vane  being  difaffeeded  to  Cromwell, 
it  is  not  likely  that  Cromwell  had  any  great  efteem  for 
Wheelwright,  yet  he  lent  for  him  by  one  of  his  guard  *, 
and  after  a  very  orthodox  difeourfe,  according  to  Mr. 
Wheelwright’s  apprehenfions  of  orthodoxy,  cc  and  with¬ 
out  {hewing  countenance  to  fedtaries  f he  exhorted 
him  to  perfeverance  againft  his  oppofers,  and  allured  him 
their  notions  would  vanifh  into  nothing.  This  meeting, 
effe&ually  engaged  Mr.  Wheelwright  in  Cromwell’s  fa- 

*  “  I  have  lately  been  at  London  about  five  weeks.  My  Lord  Pro- 
te£lor  was  pleafea  to  fend  one  of  his  guard  for  me,  with  whom  I  had 
difeourfe,  in  private,  about  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  All  his  fpeeches 
feemed  to  me  very  orthodox  and  gracious,  no  way  favouring  fe&aries. 

He  fpake  very  experimentall  y  to  my  apprehenfion  of  the  work  of  God’s 
grace,  and  knowing  what  oppofition  I  met  withal  from  fome  whom  I 
ihah  not  name,  exhorted  me  to  perfeverance,  in  thefe  very  words  as 
I  remember,  4  Mr.  Wheelwright  ftand  fall  in  the  Lord,  and  you  lhall 
fee  that  thefe  notions  will  vanifh  into  nothing,’  or  to  that  effect.  Many 
men,  efpecially  the  fectaries,  exclaim  againft  him  with  open  mouths, 
but  I  hope  he  is  a  gracious  man.  I  faw  the  lord  mayor  and  fherifF 
with  their  officers  carry  iundry  of  the  fifth  monarchy  men  to  prifon, 
as  Mr.  Can,  Mr.  Day  with  others  who  ufed  to  meet  together  in  Col- 
man  ftreet  to  preacn  and  pray  againft  the  Lord  protestor  and  the  prefent 

power,  Sec.  Mr.  Wheelwright* s  letter  to  the  church  at  Hampton , 

20.  1658.  e 

f  All  that  do  not  think  as  w'e  do  in  religion,  are  fe&ar'es.  There 
vvoujq  be  fome  difficulty  in  determining  who,  upon  this  occafion,  were 
referred  to  as  fedtaries,  if  the  fifth  monarchy  men  had  not  been  men¬ 
tioned  presently  after. 

N  3 
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*^55  vour*  Leveret’s  and  Wheelwright’s  letters,  compared, 
confirm  a  diflinguifhing  part  of  Cromwell’s  character. 
Befidesthecomplaints  from  Rhode  Ifland,  Rigby,  Gorges, 
and  Godfrey,  who  claimed  lands  by  patents  in  the  eaftern 
parts  of  New-Engiand,  made  complaints  to  Cromwell 
againft  the  colony  for  ufurpation  ;  and  there  were  others 
who  envied  the  flounfhing  flare  of  the  colony  ;  but  by 
means  of  Mr.  Leveret’s  difcreet  management,  and  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  Cromwell  had  conceived,  all  attempts  to 
its  prejudice  were  to  no  purpofe  He  did  not  fhew  like 
favour  to  the  other  colonies. 

Cromwell  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  who  had  a 
true  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  colonies  to  their  mo¬ 
ther  country.  The  expedition  to  Hifpaniola  was  by  him 
well  intended,  though  by  his  fervants  badly  executed, 
and  his  plan  for  enlarging  the  national  intereft  in  Ame¬ 
rica  no  doubt  extended  further  than  the  conqueft  of  that 
ifland.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  at 
that  time.  Barbados  was  then  more  populous  than  it  is 
at  prefect.  That  ifland  and  the  Caribbees  were  under  the 
fame  government.  Thefe  with  Virginia,  Maryland  and 
Bermudas  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  parliament  whilft 
the  King  lived,  and  it  occafioned  fome  trouble  to  reduce 
them  after  his  death.  They  were  all  the  colonies,  except 
New-England,  which  were  fettled  when  Cromwell  took 
the  government  upon  him.  There  were  no  lefs  than  three 
different  governors  over  Virginia  during  his  fhort  rule, 
Digby,  Bennet  and  Matthews.  Barbados  furrendered  to 
Sir  George  Ayfcough,  upon  condition  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  fhould  be  by  governor,  council  and  affembly,  and 
Daniel  Searl  being  appointed  their  governor  continued 
until  the  reparation.  It  was  a  rafh  thing  to  refill  the  fu- 
preme  authority  in  England  and  gave  great  offence.  Un- 

•  "  Although  his  Highnefs  and  divers  of  the  council  are  very  cor¬ 
dial  friends  to"  New-England,  yet  there  are  not  wanting  thoie  who 
wait  an  opportunity  of  complaints  coming  againft  you  to  ufher  in 
fomething  elfe  ;  the  great  privileges  belonging  to  New-England  being 
matter  of  envy,  as  of  fome  in  other  plantations,  fo  of  divers  in  Eng¬ 
land  who  trade  to  thofe  places.”  Leveret's  letter  to  Endue t. 
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1  % 

til  then,  all  the  colonies  had  been  indulged  in  a  free  open  1655 
trade  to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  unlefs  the  pri¬ 
vileges  granted  to  the  Eaft-India  company  made  an  ex¬ 
ception  ;  but  Cromwell  obtained  an  aft  or  ordinance  of 
the  parliament,  prohibiting  the  plantations  from  receiving 
or  exporting  any  European  commodities,  except  in  Eng- 
lifli  built  fhips  navigated  by  Englilhmen,  and  all  cor- 
refpondence  was  forbidden  with  any  nation  or  colony  not 
fubjeft  to  England,  and  no  alien  was  allowed  to  fet  up  a 
faftory  or  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  plantations.  V  irginia 
made  heavy  complaints,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
fend  off  their  produce  to,  nor  to  import  neceffaries  from, 
any  foreign  countries,  whilft  England  alone  [they  faid) 
could  not  take  off  their  produce,  nor  could  they  at  that 
time  be  fupplied  from  thence  with  all  things  neceffary  for 
them.  But,  however  grievous  this  aft  might  prove  to  the 
other  colonies,  it  is  certain  that  thofe  of  New-En gland, 
whether  it  was  defigned  to  extend  there  or  not,  luffered 
nothing  by  it.  In  a  letter  to  Cromwell,  in  2654,  the 
Maffachufets  feem  to  be  under  fears  lead  they  fhould  be 
deprived  of  the  privileges  which  had  been  indulged  to 
them  by  his  predeceffors,  and  hope  his  Highnefs  will  be 
no  lefs  propitious,  and  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  them 
for  afferting  their  juft  privileges,  to  the  prejudice  whereof 
fome  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  commanders  of 
fhips,  efpecially  by  fome  armed  with  commiflion,  which 
though  for  fear  of  offending  they  had  patiently, endured, 
yet  they  thought  it  not  fafe  to  approve  of  fuch  actings, 

&c.  If  this  letter  had  refpeft  to  any  attempts  to  regu¬ 
late  the  trade,  they  were  attempts  which  we're  foon  given 
over  and  caufed  little  or  no  interruption,  and  they  were 
not  only  indulged  in  their  trade  to  all  parts,  but  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  privilege  of  having  their  goods  imported  into 
England,  free  from  all  cuftom  which  other  fubjefts  were 
liable  to  pay,  feems  to  have  been  continued  until  the  re- 
ftoration.  No  wonder  if  they  were  envied  by  the  other 
colonies,  and  if  the  merchants  in  England  were  diffatisfied 
alfo  with  the  continuance  of  the  laft  mentioned  extraor¬ 
dinary  favour.  s 

•  N  4  ht 
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l6tf  nJ;  'he  yeat;  i65^  began  what  has  been  generally,  and 
1660  Twn  pl0Per  calleci  the  persecution  of  the  Quakers  * 

inW -yearS  ^f°re’  an  0rdtr  had  been  made,  tkat  every 
mhabjeant  who  had  in  their  cuftody  any  of  the  boob  of 

to  be  thr  rm  f1]?  L°d0",ck  Muggl£ton,  “  who  pretend 
I  v  '  L  T°  aft  wuneffcs  and  prophets  of  Jefus  Chrift,” 

bri,  b°f  k$i  W,ere  faid  to  be  fuil  of  blafphemies,  lhould 
D.mgor  (end  them  m  to  the  next  magnate,  within  one 

onth,  on  pain  of  ten  pounds  for  each  book  remaining 

Z2ve^: s  nands  after  rhat  time-  n°  perf°n  app^d 

the  opinions  of  the  quakers  until  July  16  c6 
when  Mary  Fiflier  f  and  Ann  Aqftin  arrived  from  Bad 
bados.  A  few  weeks  after  arrived  in  the  fhip  Speedwell 
ondon,  Rober  Lock  rnafeer,  nine  more  of  thefe  iti¬ 
nerants,  whofe  names  “  after  the  flefh,”  the  language  they 

ped  f°  tbf  officers  lent  to  make  enquiry,  were  William 
Brent;,  Thomas  Thurfton,  Chriftopher  Holder,  John 
Copelan,,,  Richard  Smith,  Mary  Prince,  Dorothy  Waugh, 
oaran  Gibbons,  and  Mary  Witherhead  J.  On  the  8th  of 
September,  they  were  brought  before  the  court  ofaffiftants 
and  being  examined,  and  each  of  them  queftioned  how  they 
could  make  it  appear  that  God  lent  them,  after  a  paufe 
they  anfwered,  that  they  had  the  fame  call  which  Abraham 
nad  to  go  out  of  his  country  ;  to  other  queftioris  they 
gave  rude  and  contemptuous  anfwers,  which  is  the  reafon 
affigned  for  committing  them  to  prifon.  A  great  number 
or  their  books  which  they  had  brought  over,  with  intent 
to  fcatier  them  about  the  country,  were  feized  and  referved 


*  T!?!s  fe,a  i!s  appearance  in  England,  in  the  year  i6m. 

1  ii ey  loon  ipread  themlelves  into  America. 

'f  Mary  Fnner  travelled  as  far  as  Atirianople,  and  coming  near  ihe 
grand  vizier’s  camp,  (he  procured  a  man  to  inform  him  that  there  was 
an  Englifh  woman  had  fomething  to  declare  from  the  great  God  to  the 
great  I  urk.  She  was  introduced,  and  delivered  her  meilawe,  Szc 

New-Engi and' judged,  by  G.  Bijbc-p .  She  fared  better  among  the  Turks 
than  among  chriitians. 

X  Mr.  Neale  fays  they  came  from  Rhode  Ifland.  I  take  this  account 
from  the  records  of  the  iuperior  court.  See  a  letter  from  the  prefident, 
<kc.  of  Rhode  Ifland  in  the  appendix:,  (hewing  the  fenfe  they  had  of 
the  quakers  at  that  time. 


for 
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for  the  fire.  Soon  after  this,  as  the  governor  was  going  \  6rfi 
from  the  public  worfhip  on  the  Lord’s  day  to  his  own  to 
houfe,  feveral  gentlemen  accompanying  him.  Mary  Prince  1660 
called  to  him  from  a  window  of  theprifon,  railing  at  and 
reviling him,faying,  Woe  unto  thee,  thou  art  an  ppprelfor ; 
and  denouncing  thejudgments  of  God  upon  him.  Not 
content  with  this  (he  wrote  a  letter,  to  the  governor  and 
magiftrates,  filled  with  opprobrious  (tuff.  The  governor 
fent  for  her  twice  from  the  prifon  to  his  houfe,  and  took 
much  pains  to  perfuade  her  to  defift  from  fuch  extrava¬ 
gancies.  Two  of  the  minifiers  were  prefent,  and  with 
much  moderation  and  tendernefs  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  her  of  her  errors,  to  which  (he  returned  the  grofiefi: 
railings,  reproaching  them  as  hirelings,  deceivers  of 
the  people,  Baal’s  priefts,  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  of  the 
brood  of  Ifhmael  and  the  like. 

The  court  puffed  fentence  of  banifhment  againff:  them 
all,  and  required  the  mailer  of  the  (hip  in  which  they 
came,  to  become  bound  with  fureties,  to  the  value  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  to  carry  them  all  away*,  and 
caufed  them  to  be  committed  to  prifon  until  the  (hip 
fhould  be  ready  to  fail.  At  this  time  there  was  no  fpe-> 
cial  provifion  by  law  for  the  punifhment  of  quakers 
they  came  within  a  colony  law  againft  hereticks  in  ge-f 
neral.  At  the  next  fefiions  of  the  general  court,  the  14th  \ 
of  October  following,  an  aft  paffed,  laying  a  penalty  of 
one  hundred  pounds  upon  the  mafter  of  any  vefiel  who 
fhould  bring  a  known  quaker  into  any  part  of  the  colony,  i 
and  requiring  him  to  give  fecurity  to  carry  him  back  ! 
again  ;  that  the  quaker  fhould  be  immediately  fent  to 
the  houfe  of  correftion  and  whipped  twenty  (tripes,  and 
afterwards  kept  to  hard  labour  until  tranfportation.  They  J 
alfo  laid  a  penalty,  of  five  pounds,  for  importing,  and  / 
the  like  for  diiperfing  quakers  books,  and  fevere.  penal-  i 
ties  for  defending  their  heretical  opinions.  And  the  next/ 
year,  an  additional  law  was  made,  by  which, all  peffonsl 
were^fubjefted  to  the  penalty  of  forty  (hillings  for  every  1 
hours  entertainment  given  to  any  known  quaker,  and  ! 

#  I  cannot  find  what  law  they  had  for  this*  / 
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1656  any  quaker,  after  the  firft  conviction,  if  a  man  was 
to  Jofe  one  ear,  and  a  fecond  time  the  other  ;  a  woman 

1 000  each  t imetobe  ieverely  whipped ;  and  the  third  time,  man 
"""nan,  to  have  their  tongues  bored  through  with  a 
red  hot  iron  5  and  every  quaker,  who  fhould  become 
luch  in  the  colony,  were  fubjeCted  to  the  like  punifh- 
rncnts.  In  May  1658,  a  penalty  of  ten  (killings  was 
laid  on  every  perfon  prefent  at  a  quaker’s  meeting,  and 
nve  pounds  upon  every  one  fpeaking  at  fuch  meeting. 
Notwithftanding  all  this  feverity,  the  number  of quakefs 
as  might  well  have  been  expeCted,  increafing  rather  than 
diminifhmg  ,  in  October  following,  a  further  law  was 
made  for  punifhing  with  death  all  quakers  who  fhould 
return  into  the  jurisdiction  after  banifhment  j\  That 
fome  provifion  was  neceffary  againft  thefe  people,  fo  far 
as  they  were  difturbers  of  civil  peace  and  order,  every 
one  will  allow  ;  but  fuch  fanguinary  laws  againft  particu¬ 
lar  doCirines  01  tenets  in  religion  are  not  to  be  defended* 
The  moft  that  can  be  faid  for  our  anceftors  is,  that  they 
tried  gentler  means  at  firft,  which  they  found  utterly  inef¬ 
fectual,  and  that  they  followed  the  example  of  the  authori¬ 
ties  in  moft  other  ftates  and  in  moft  ages  of  the  world,  who, 
with  the  like  abfurdity,  have  fuppofed  every  perfon  could 
and  ought  to  think  as  they  did,  and  wten  the  like  cruelty 
have  punifhed  fuch  as  appeared  to  differ  from  them. 
We  may  add,  that  it  was  with  reluCtance  that  thefe  un¬ 
natural  laws  were  carried  into  execution,  as  we  (hall  fee 

This  is  the  ordinary  confequence  of  pity  and  companion  for  the 
fufiereis.  And  although  it  has  been  oblerved  that  perfecution  tends  to 
frighten  men  from  coming  into  a  country,  yet  it  was  a  charatteriftick 
of  this  fedt,  at  the  beginning  of  it,  to  court  perfecution,  and  to  fub- 
mit  to  death,  with  an  infatuation  equal  to  that  of  fome  roman  catho¬ 
lic  priefts  carrying  their  religion  into  China  or  Tartary. 

f  Great  opposition  was  made  to  this  law,  the  magiftrates  were  the 
moil  zealous,  and  in  general  for  it;  but  it  was  rejetted  at  fir  It  by  the 
deputies,  afterwards,  upon  reconfideration,  concurred  by  12  againft 
11,  with  an  amendment  that  the  trial  fhould  be  by  a  {pedal  jury. 
Capt.  Edward  Hutchinfon  and  Capt.  Thomas  Clark,  two  of  the 
court,  defired  leave  to  enter  their  difient  againft  this  law.  Ntw  Eng- 
land  judged. 
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by  a  further  account  of  proceedings.  Nicholas  Upfhall  1656 
was  apprehended  in  October  1656,  fined  twenty  pounds,  to 
and  banifhed  for  reproaching  the  magiftrates  and  fpeak-  1660 
ing  againft  the  law  made  againft  quakers,  and  returning 
in  1659  was  imprifoned  f.  At  the  fame  court,  William 
Robinfon,  Marmaduke  Stephenfon,  Mary  Dyer  and 
Nicholas  Davis  were  brought  to  trial.  The  firft  gave  no 
particular  account  of  himfelf.  Stephenfon  had  made  a 
public  difturbance  in  the  congregation  at  Boftonthe  15th 
of  June  before.  He  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  one  of 
thofe  the  world  called  quakers,  and  declared  that  in  the 
year  1656,  at  Shipton  in  Yorkfhire,  as  he  was  at  plough 
he  faw  nothing  but  heard  an  audible  voice  faying,  “  I 
have  ordained  thee  to  be  a  prophet  to  the  nations, 55  &c. 

Dyer  declared  that  fhe  came  from  Rhode  Ifland  *  to 
vific  the  quakers,  that  fhe  was  of  their  religion,  which 
fhe  affirmed  was  the  truth,  and  that  the  light  within  her 
was  the  rule,  &c. 

Davis  came  from  Barnftaple,  he  came  into  court  with 
his  hat  on,  confefied  he  had  forfaken  the  ordinances  and 
reported  to  the  quakers.  The  jury  found,  “  that  they  were 
all  quakers.55  Robinfon  was  whipped  20  ftripes  forabufing 
-  the  court,  and  they  were  all  banifhed  on  pain  of  death. 

Patience  ScoT,agirlof  about  11  years  of  age, camel 
fuppofe  from  Providence,  her  friends  lived  there,  and  pro- 
fe fling  herfelf  to  be  one  of  thofe  whom  the  world  in  fcorn 
calls  quakers,  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  afterwards 
brought  to  court.  The  record  ftands  thus.  “  The  court 
duly  confidering  the  malice  of  Satan  and  his  inftruments 
by  all  means  and  ways  to  propagate  error  and  difturb  the 
truth,  and  bring  in  confufion  among  us,  that  Satan  is  put 
to  his  fhifts  to  make  life  of  fuch  a  child,  not  being  of  the 
years  of  diferetion,  nor  undemanding  the  principles  of 
religion,  judge  meet  fo  far  to  flight  her  as  a  quaker,  as 

f  Nicholas  Upfhall  was  a  member  of  Bofton  church,  a  very  old 
man.  When  he  was  banifhed,  he  went  firft  to  Plimouth,  where  peo*- 
pie  were  forbad  entertaining  him  ;  but  lome  that  were  more  com* 
paflionate,  prevailed  upon  the  authority  to  fufrer  him  to  tarry  until  the 
i  prill  g.  Ne-iv- E  ngland judged. 

*  Her  hufband  or  fon,  William  Dyer,  was  fecretary  of  that  colony. 
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1 606  only  to  adrnonifh  and  inilruft  her  according  to  her  caps* 
to  city,  and  )o  difcharge  her,  Capt.  Hutchinfon  undertak- 

ib6o  ing  to  fend  her  home.”  Strange,  fuch  a  child  fliould  be 

impriioned  !  it  would  have  been  horrible  if  there  had 
been  any  further  feverity  *. 

Robinson,  Stephen  ion  and  Dyer,  at  the  next  general 
court,  were  brought  upon  trial,  and  “  for  their  rebellion, 
leaition,  and  prefumptuous  obtruding  themfelves  after  ba- 
niOi  nent  upon  pain  of  death,55  were  fentenced  to  die;  the 
two  fiifl  were  executed  the  27th  of  O&oberf.  Dyer, 
upon  the  petition  oi  William  Dyer  her  fan,  was  reprieved, 
on  con  ition  that  fhe  departed  the jurifdiftion  in  48  hours ; 
anc  11  ILe  returned,  to  luffer  the  ientence.  She  was  car- 
ried  to  the  gahows,  and  flood  with  a  rope  about  her  neck 
until  the  others  were  executed.  She  was  fo  infatuated  as 
afterwards  to  return,  and  was  executed  June  ift,  1660 
ijie  court  thought  it  advifable  to  publifh  a  vindication 
of  their  proceedings ;  they  urge  the  example  of  England 
in  the  provifion  made  again!!  jefuits,  which  might  have 
iome  weight  again!!  a  charge  brought  from  thence,  but  in 
every  other  part  of  their  vindication,  as  may  well  be  fup- 
poled  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  there  is  but  the  bare 

*  Bifhop  fays,  that  they  cut  off  the  right  ear  of  Holder,  Cope¬ 
land,  and  Rous  in  the  prifon,  and  that  Catherine  Scott,  mother  of 
Patience  Scott,  reproving  them  for  a  deed  of  darknefs,  they  whipped 
her  ten  llripes  ;  though  they  allowed  her  to  be  other  wife  of  biamelefs 
conveifation  and  well  bred,  being  a  minifter’s  daughter  in  England. 
New- England. judged. 

+  ^inthrop,  the  governor  of  Connetficut,  laboured  to  prevent 
tneh  execution,  and  Col.  remple  went  to  the  court  and  told  them, 
tnat  if  according  to  their  declaration,  they  deilred  their  lives  ab¬ 
sent,  rather  titan  their  deaths  prefent,  he  would  carry  them  away  and 
provide  for  them  at  his  own  charge  ;  and  if  any  of  them  fhould  re¬ 
turn,  he  would  fetch  them  away  again.5’  This  motion  was  well 
liked  by  all  the  magiftrates  except  two  or  three,  and  they  propofed  it 
to  the  deputies  the  next  day,  but  thofe  two  or  three  magiftrates,  with 
the  deputies,  prevailed  to  have  execution  done.  New- England  judged. 

t  Being  afked  what  flic  had  to  lay,  why  fentence  fhould  not  be  ex¬ 
ecuted.  She  anfwered,  that  fhe  denied  their  law,  came  to  bear  wit- 
nefs  againft  it,  and  cou’d  not  chufe  but  come  and  do  as  formerly. 
rl  his  is  the  fame  Mary  Dyer,  who  in  the  year  1637  was  banifhed  for 
her  familiflical  tenets. 
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ftiadow  of  reafon.  Chriftopher  Holder,  who  had  found  1656 
the  way  into  the  jurifdidion  again,  was,  at  this  court,  ba-  to 
nifhed  upon  pain  of  death.  At  the  fame  court,  feven  1660 
or  eight  perfons  were  fined,  fome  as  high  as  ten  pounds, 
for  entertaining  quakers;  and  Edward  Wharton,  for  pi¬ 
loting  them  from  one  place  to  another,  was  ordered  to  be 
whipped  twenty  ftripes  and  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 
Divers  others  were  then  brought  upon  trial,  tc  for  adhe¬ 
ring  to  the  curfed  fedfc  of  quakers,  not  difowning  them- 
felves  to  be  fuch,  refufing  to  give  civil  refpedl,  leaving 
their  families  and  relations,  and  running  from  place  to 
place  vagabonds  like,55  and  Daniel  Gold  was  fentenced  to 
be  whipped  thirty  ftripes,  Robert  Harper  fifteen,  and 
they,  with  Alice  Courland,  Mary  Scott  and  Hope  Clif¬ 
ton,  banifhed  upon  pain  of  death  ;  William  Kingfmill 
whipped  fifteen  ftripes,  Margaret  Smith,  Mary  Trafk 
and  Provided  Southwick  ten  ftripes  each,  and  Hannah 
Phelps  admonifbed. 

The  companion  of  the  people  was  moved,  and  many 
reforted  to  the  prifon  by  day  and  night,  and  upon  a  re-  * 
prefentation  of  the  keeper,  a  conftant  watch  was  kept 
round  the  prifon  to  keep  people  off*. 

Joseph  Nicholson  and  Jane  his  wife  were  alfo  tried 
and  found  quakers,  as  alio  Wendlock  Chriftopherfon, 
who  declared  in  court,  that  the  fcripture  is  not  the  word 
of  God  *,  and  Mary  Standley,  and  all  fentenced  to  ba- 
nifhment,  &c.  as  was  foon  after  Benjamin  Bellflower ;  but 
John  Chamberlain,  though  he  came  with  his  hat  on, 
yet,  refufing  directly  to  anfwer,  the  jury  found  him, 
tc  much  inclining  to  the  curfed  opinions  of  the  quakers,’* 
and  he  efcaped  v/ith  an  admonition. 

Nicholson  and  his  wife  returned,  and  were  appre¬ 
hended,  but  upon  their  petition,  had  liberty  with  feveral 
others  then  in  prifon,  to  go  for  England.  Chriftopherfon 
returned  alfo,  and  was  fentenced  to  die.  It  is  faid  he  de- 

The  pillory  ferved  for  a  pulpit  to  George  Fox.  He  preached  to 
the  populace,  and  made  fo  many  converts  .that  they  delivered  him  in 
a  tumultuous  manner,  and  fet  a  clergyman,  who  had  been  inftrumental 
m  i  ox  s  pumfhment,  upon  the  fame  pillory.  Volt .  let-tors, 

'  fired 
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16^6  fired  the  court  to  confider  what  they  had  gained  by  their 
to  cruel  proceedings.  “  For  the  laft  man  (fays  he)  that 
1660  tc  was  put  to  death  here,  are  five  come  in  his  room, 
‘c  and  if  you  have  power  to  take  my  life  from  me,  God 
“  can  raife  up  the  faid  principle  of  life  in  ten  of  his  fer- 
vants,  and  fend  them  among  you  in  my  room,  that 
<c  you  may  have  torment  upon  torment.”  He  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  executed  the  fifth  day  fevennight  after  the 
14th  of  March  1660,  afterwards  reprieved  till  the  13th 
of  June;  but  he  was  fet  at  liberty  upon  his  requeft  to 
the  court,  and  went  out  of  the  jurifdidtion. 

Bellflower  afterwards,  in  court,  renounced  his 
opinions,  as  alfo  William  King  (Kingfmill  I  fuppofe)  the 
only  inftances  upon  record.  Chamberlain  was  afterwards 
apprehended  again,  and  found  a  quaker,  and  committed 
to  clofeprifon  ;  but  no  further  fentence  appears. 

In  September  1660,  William  Ledea  was  tried  and 
convicted  of  being  a  quaker,  and  fentenced  to  banifhment, 
&c.  butreturningand  being  apprehended,  the  general  court 
gave  him  liberty,  notwithftanding,  to  go  to  England 
with  Nicholfon  and  others;  but  he  refufed  to  leave  the 
country,  and  was  brought  upon  trial  for  returning  into 
the  jurifdi&ion  after  fentence  of  banifhment,  acknow¬ 
ledged  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon,  but  denied  their  autho¬ 
rity,  and  told  the  court,  that,  “  with  the  fpirit  they 
called  the  devil,  he  worfhipped  God  ;  that  their  mini- 
fters  were  deluders,  and  they  themfelves  murderers. 3> 
Fie  was  told  that  he  might  have  his  life  and  be  at  liberty 
if  he  would.  Fie  anfwered,  I  am  willing  to  die,  I  fpeak 
the  truth.  The  court  took  great  pains  to  perfuade  him  to 
leave  the  country,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  jury  brought 
him  in  guilty,  and  he  was  fentenced  to  die,  and  differed 
accordingly  March  14th,  1660. 

Mary  Wright,  of  Oyfter-bay,  was  tried  at  the  court 
in  September  1660.  She  faid  fhe  came  to  do  the  will  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  warn  them  to  lay  by  their  carnal  wea¬ 
pons  and  laws  againft  the  people  of  God,  told  the  court 
they  thirfted  for  blood.  The  court  afked  .,er  what  fine 

*  New- Engl  and  judged \ 
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would  have  them  do,  fhe  faid,  “repent  of  your  bloodfhed  1656 
and  cruelty  and  fhedding  the  blood  of  the  innocent  Wm.  to 
Robinfon,  Marmaduke  Stephenfon,  and  Mary  Dyer.”  She  1  66q 
faid,  her  tears  were  her  meat  many  days  and  nights  before 
fhe  gave  up  herfelf  to  this  work  of  the  Lord,  but  added* 
that  if  fhe  had  her  liberty,  fhe  would  be  gone  quickly. 

Being  found  a  quaker,  (he  was  banifhed. 

Edward  Wharton,  who  had  been  whipped  before* 
was  now  indicted  for  being  a  quaker,  convidted  and  fen- 
tenced  to  imprifonment  and  afterwards  to  banifhmenG 
Judah  Brown  and  Peter  Pierfon  flood  mute.  They  were 
fentenced  to  be  whipped  at  the  carps  tail  in  Bofton,  Rox- 
bury  and  Dedham: 

John  Smith,  of  Salem,  for  making  difturbance  at  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  crying  out,  “  What  you 
are  going  about  to  fee  up,  our  God  is  pulling  down,” 
was  committed  to  prifon  by  order  of  the  court. 

Philip  Verin  was  alfo  tried  and  imprilbned,  Jofias 
Southwick,  firft  banifhed  and  returning,  whipped  at  the 
cart's  tail,  and  John  Burftowe  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 

Thefe  are  all  *  who  were  tried  by  the  court  of  afliftants,  or 
by  the  general  court.  Some  at  Salem,  Hampton,  Newbury 
and  other  places,  for  diforderly  behaviour,  putting  people 
in  terror ,  coming  into  the  congregations  and  calling  to  the 
minifter  in  the  time  of  public  worfhip,  declaring  their 
preaching,  &c.  to  be  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  and 
other  breaches  of  the  peace,  were  ordered  to  be  whipped 
by  the  authority  of  the  county  courts,  or  particular  magi- 
flrates.  At  Bofton,  one  George  Wilfon,  and  at  Cambridge* 
Elizabeth  Elorton,  went  crying  through  the  ftreets,  that 
the  Lord  was  coming  with  fire  and  fword  to  plead  with 
them.  Thomas  Newhouie  went  into  the  meeting-houfe 
at  Bofton  witn  a  couple  of  giafs  bottles,  an  1  broke  them 
before  the  congregation,  and  threatened,  “  Thus  will  the 
Lord  break  you  in  pieces.  Another  time,  M.  Brewfter 
came  in  with  her  face  fmeared  and  as  black  as  a  coal. 

George  Bifbop  mentions  feveral  who  fuifered  corporal  punifhment 
by  order  of  particular  magiftrates  or  the  county  courts,  of  whom 
I  rind  uo  coiice  any  where  elfe.  New-England judged. 
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1656  Deborah  Wilfon  went  through  the  Greets  of  Salem,  naked 
to  as  fhe  came  into  the  world  *,  for  which  fhe  was  well 
1660  whipped.  For  thefeand  fuch  likedifturbances,  they  might 
be.  deemed  proper  fubjeCts  either  of  a  mad-houfeor  houfe 
of  correction,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  greater 
feverities  were  made  ufe  of.  After  all  that  may  be  faid 
againft  thefe  meafures,  it  evidently  appears,  that  they 
proceeded  not  from  perfonal  hatred  and  malice  againft 
fuch  difordered  perfons,  nor  from  any  private  finifter 
views,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  unjuft  punifhmenrs 
inflicted  in  times  of  party  rage  and  difcord,  whether  civil 
or  religious,  but  merely  from  a  falfe  zeal  and  an  erro¬ 
neous  judgment.  In  fupport  of  their  proceedings,  they 
brought  feveral  texts  of  the  Old  Teftament.  “  Come  out 
of  her  my  people,”  &c.  “If  thy  brother  entice  thee  to 
ferve  other  gods,  thou  fhalt  furely  put  him  to  death,”  and 
“  for  fpeaking  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  his  father 
fhall  thruft  him  through  when  he  prophecieth  *,3>  and  the 
example  of  Solomon,  who  firft  laid  Shimei  under  reftraint, 
and  then  for  his  breach  put  him  to  death  •,  as  alfo  many 
paffages  of  the  New  Teftament  requiring  fubjeClion  to 
magiftrates,  &c,  and  thus  from  a  zeal  to  defend  the  holy 
religion  they  profeffed,  they  went  into  meafures  direddy 
oppofite  to  its  true  fpirit,  and  the  great  defign  of  puhlifh- 
ing  it  to  the  world. 

That  l  may  finifli  what  relates  to  the  Quakers,  it  mult 
be  further  obferved,  that  their  friends  in  England  folicited 
and  at  length  obtained  an  order  from  the  King,  Sept.  9th, 
1  66  i,  requiring  that  a  flop  fttould  be  put  to  ail  capital  or 
corpora!  punifhmcntof  thole  of  his  fubjeCts  called  quakers, 
and  that  fuch  as  were  obnoxious  fhould  be  fent  to  England. 


*  One  of  the  fefl  apologizing  for  this  behaviour  faid,  “  If  the 
(  Lord  did  far  up  any  of  his  daughters  to  be  a  fign  of  the  naked  nefs  or 
others,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  great  crofs  to  a  modeft  woman’s  fpirit, 
but  the  Lord  mu  ft  be  obeyed.”  Another  quoted  the  command  in 
Ifaiah,  cap.  20.  R.  Williams.  One  Faubord,  of  Grindietong  carried 
his  enthufiafm  ftill  higher,  and  was  facrificing  his  fon  in  imitation  of 
Abraham,  but  the  neighbours  hearing  the  lad  cry,  broke  open  the 
houfe  and  happily  prevented  it. 
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Whatever  opinion  they  might  have,  of  the  force  of  orders  16  ~  6 
from  the  crown  controlling  the  laws  of  the  colony,  they  to 
prudently  complied  with  thisinftrudtion,  and  fufpended  the  1660 
execution  of  the  laws  againfi:  quakers*  fo  far  as  refpedled 
corporal  puniflhment,  until  further  order.  Indeed,  before 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  but  probably  when  they  weie  in 
expectation  of  it,  all  that  were  in  prifon  were  difcharged 
and  fent  out  of  the  colony.  The  laws  were  afterwards  re¬ 
vived  fo  far  as  refpe&ed  vagabond  quakers,  whofe  punifh- 
ment  was  limited  to  whipping,  and,  as  a  further  favour, 
through  three  towns  only.  But  there  was  little  or  no 
room  for  carrying  the  laws  into  execution  ;  for  after  thefe 
firit  excnrfions  they  became  in  general  an  orderly  people, 
fubmitting  to  the  laws,  except  fnch  as  relate  to  the  militia 
and  the  fupportof  the  miniftry,  and  in  their  fcrdples  as  to 
thole,  they  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  indulged.  At 
prefent  they  are  efieemed  as  being  of  good  morals,  friend¬ 
ly  and  benevolent  in  their  difpofition,  and  I  hope  will  ne¬ 
ver  meet  with  any  further  perfecution  on  account  of  their 
peculiar  tenets  or  cuftoms.  May  the  time  never  come 
again,  when  the  government  (hall  think  that  by  killing 
men  for  their  religion  they  do  God  good  fervice*. 

u  rom  i  656  to  1660,  1  find  but  very  few  fads  relative 
to  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony  worth  tranfmitting  to 
poftemy.  After  the  peace  with  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  the 
trade  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  colonies  was  revived,, 
ana  Stuyvefant,  the  Dutch  governor,  in  1657,  wrote  totiie 


*  The  author  of  the  account  of  the  European  fettlements  in  North- 
America,  who  is  very  erroneous  in  fome  hiftorical  fads  which  concern 
tne  Malfacnuiets  colony,  but  has  many  judicious  oblervations  which 
lun  tnrcugh  his  whole  performance,  fays  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  New- 
England  perfecutions,  “  Such  is  the  manner  of  proceeding  of  religious 
parties  towards  each  other;  and  in  this  refpedf,  the  Ncw-England 
people  tire  not  vvorie  than  the  r ell  of  mankind,  nor  was  their  feverity 
a«y  jufl  ni fitter  or  redeflion  upon  that  mode  of  religion  which  they 
pro. els.  No  religion  whatsoever,  true  or  falfe,  can  excufe  its  own 
members,  or  accuie  thofc  of  any  other  upon  the  fcore  of  perfecu- 
tion.  J  cl,  A.  p.  18 It  is  a  doctrine  of  Calvin.  In  h&reticos  cyladio 

in  die  an  dam  eft%  and  the  death  of  Servetus  is  generally  laid  to  lus 
cnarye.  °  J 

O 
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1656  commiflioners  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  that  the  limits 
to  agreed  and  fettled  in  1650,  both  upon  the  main  and 
1660  upon  Long-Ifland,  were  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  defired,  that 
the  confirmation  of  the  Lord  Protedor  being  ready, 
time  and  place  might  be-  appointed  for  the  exchange. 
The  commiflioners  in  their  anfwer,  del  him  know,  that 
they  had  ever  conformed  to  that  fettleffient,  altho5  he  had 
not ;  but  they  faid  nothing  of  the  Protedor’s  confirma¬ 
tion.  It  does  not  appear  that  ever  they  fought  for  it. 
Towards  the  end  of  this  period,  the  changes  in  England 
were  lo  frequent  that  it  was  prudence  in  the  colonies  to 
take  as  little  notice  of  them  as  might  be,  until  there  ap¬ 
peared  a  profped  of  a  lafting  eftablifhment.  An  exprefs 
acknowledgement  of  Richard  Cromwell  was  expeded 
from  the  Maffachufets,  but  they  declined  it.  An  ori¬ 
ginal  letter  from  him  to  the  governor,  recommending 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Sewall  a  minifter,  is  all  that  appears  upon 
the  records  relative  to  him  *;  * 

The  rapid  increafe  of  the*  Maffachufets  colony,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  figure'which  many  of  the  firft  fettlers  made 
in  England  before  their  removal,  and  the  correfpondence 
which  they  maintained  with  their  friends  of  great  dif- 
tindion  there,  many  years  after,  eclipfed  the  colony  of 
New-Plimouth’f,  whole  growth  and  progrefs  would  other- 
wife  have  been  thought  confiderable.  The  fouthern  part 

*  Sir  Thomas  Temple  came  firft  to  New -England  in  1657,  having, 
with  others,  obtained  from  Oliver  a  grant  of  lands  in  Acadie  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  of  which  he  was  made  governor.  He  was  recommended  by 
Nathaniel  Fiennes,  fon  to  Lord  Say.  Mr,  biennes  calls  him  his  near 
kinfman. 

Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had  been  many  years  governor  of 
Plimouth  colony,  died  the  9th  May  1657.  He  was  in  great  efteem. 
Having  taken  notice  of  Mr.  Winflovv’s  elegy,  for  the  fame  reafon  we 
cannot  well  omit  three  or  four  of  the  firft  lines  of  Mr.  Bradford  s. 

“  The  ninth  of  May  about  nine  of  the  clock, 

A  precious  one  God  out  of  Plimouth  took  ; 

Governor  Bradford  then  expired  his  breath, 

Was  call’d  away  by  force  of  cruel  death,”  &c. 

Thefe  will  be  fufticient,  for  a  fpecimen  of  New-England  poetry  in 
shat  age, 

of 
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of  the  colony  in  general,  being  of  a  light  fandy  foil,  would  16-6 
have  been  incapable  of  lupporcing  its  inhabitants,  were  it  to 
not  for  the  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow,  the  hay  of  which  1660 
ferves  for  fodder  for  their  cattle  in  the  winter,  and  the 
dung  from  it,  being  an  excellent  manure,  produces  good 
crops  of  grain,  with  little  labour  in  the  fummer,  Jightland 
being  ealily  tided.  The  northern  parts,  bordering  upon 
the  Maffaciiufets,  afford  many  good  farms,  particularly 
the  town  of  Bridgewater,  which  hath  been  famous  for  the 
quality  of  the  land  and  for  good  husbandry,  d  hey  were 
■few  at  fa r ft,  and  but  little  additions  were  made  after  the 
Malfachufets  was  planted,  except  from  their  natural  in- 
creafe;  and  yet  before  the  year  1643,  befides  the  town 
of  Plimouth,  they  had  fettled  Duxbury,  Scituate,  Taun¬ 
ton,  Rehoboth,  Sandwich,  Barnftable,  Yarmouth,  and 
Eaftham.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Carver,  their  fir  ft  gover¬ 
nor,  foon  after  their  arrival,  they  chofe  in  his  ftead  Mr. 
Bradford,  being  a  grave  difcreet  man.  They  were'fo  well 
fatisfied  with  his  adminiftration,  that  they  continued  to 
chufe  him  annually,  until  his  death  in  165^,  except  two 

years  when  they  chofe  Mr.  Winflow,  and  one  year  Mr  • 
rrince. 

Their  ecclefiaftical  affairs  were  for  divers  years  in  dif- 
couragingcircumftances.  They  had  expeftations  that  Mr. 
Kobinion  their  paftor,  whom  they  had  left  with  one  half 
his  church  m  Holland,  would  follow  them,  but  his  death 
m  1 624,  ,put  an  end  to  their  hopes.  They  were  unfuc- 
cefstul  in  their  attempts  to  fettle  a  minifter,  the  principles 
ot  one  and  the  manners  of  another  were  exceptionable 
and  having  feveral  brethren  among  themfelves  well  lifted 
they  chofe  to  continue  without  a  minifter  for  fome  time! 
rather  than  to  fettle  one  who  was  not  exemplary  in  his 
life,  or  who  differed  from  them  in  points  of  dofttine  or 
church  government.  But  in  1 643,  they  had  a  fet  of  pious 

earned  mimfters*;  one  of  which,  Mr.  C'hauncey,  fome 

Ralo?P«tSbard  In'  'heriift  ?f  'heir  names-  Charles  Chnuncey, 

{£  sr  a* 
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3656  years  arter,  was  chofen  to  the  prefidentfhip  of  the  college 
to  in  the  MafTachufets,  and  removed  to  Cambridge. 

1660  They  had  many  local  laws.  In  criminal  cafes  they 
took  the  MafTachufets  for  their  pattern,  but  in  civil  mat¬ 
ters  they  profcfied  to  take  the  common  law  for  their  rule, 
more  than  was  pradlifed  in  the  MafTachufets. 

An  exemplary  piece  of  juft  ice  is  recorded  to  their  ho-v 
nour  in  the  year  1638,  when  they  caufed  three  Englifh- 
men  to  be  executed  for  the  murder  of  an  Indian  near 
Providence. 

Pumouth  colony  adjoining  to  the  MafTachufets,  fome 
fhort  dilpirtcs  fubfifted  between  them  concerning  bounds. 
In  order  to  fettle  the  controverfy,  commiffioners  were 
appointed  in  the  year  1640,  viz.  John  Endicot  and 
Ifrael  Stoughton  for  the  MafTachufets,  and  William  Brad¬ 
ford  and  Edward  Window  for  Plimouth.  It  was  not  then 
effected.  An  obfervation  had  been  taken  by  Nathanael 
Woodward,  in  the  year  1  638,  upon  part  of  Charles  river, 
41  degrees  59  minutes  north  latitude,  the  river  ftill  run¬ 
ning  fouthward  ;  the  perfons  employed  not  being  able 
to  proceed  farther  for  want  of  provifions.  In  1642,  the 
northern  bounds  of  the  MafTachufets  were  afcertained  by 
the  fame  Woodward,  with  Solomon  Saffery  *,  and  a 
Ration  fixed,  which  has  fince  been  allowed  to  be  the 
MafTachufets  corner  3  miles  fouth  of  Charles  river  ;  and 
from  this  corner,  the  lines  between  the  MafTachufets  and 
the  governments  of  Plimouth,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Con¬ 
necticut  have  been  run  and  confirmed  by  a&s  of  the  fe- 
veral  governments  f. 

*  Douglafs  fays,  they  were  two  obfcure  failors  who  affifted  in  the 
furvey,  but  they  are  called,  in  the  record,  two  able  mathematicians. 

f  There  has  been  a  pretence  flarted  or  revived  of  late  years,  that 
the  MafTachufets  hud  extended  the  foutherly  part  of  Charles  river  to  a 
brook  too  fmall  to  be  accounted  a  branch  of  it;  but  fuch  pretences, 
after  fo  many  years  acquiefcence,  can  have  little  weight ;  efpecially 
if  it  be  considered,  that  what  is  now  a  fmall  brook,  after  the  coun¬ 
try  has  been  opened  and  cleared  of  wood  for  an  hundred  years,  may 
probably  have  been  a  navigable  fiream  for  canoes  and  boats  at  the 
time  of  fixing  the  tfation. 
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Historical  Occurrences,  from  the  Restoration  of 
King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  year  1686, 
when  the  Charter  was  vacated. 


SINCE  the  year  1640,  the  people  had  been  without 
any  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  religious  or 
civil  privileges.  They  prudently  acknowledged  fub- 
jeftion  to  the  parliament,  and  afterwards  to  Cromwell, 
fo  far  as  was  neceffary  to  keep  upon  terms,  and  avoid  ex¬ 
ception,  and  no  farther.  The  addrefies  to  the  parliament 
and  Cromwell  fhevv  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  After 
Cromwell’s  death,  during  the  frequent  changes  in  the  fu- 
preme  authority  in  England,  they  feem  to  have  taken 
part  with  none,  but  to  have  waited  until  fome  fettlement 
was  made,  which  fhouid  have  a  profpedt  of  liability  *. 
I  have  no  where  met  with  any  marks  of  difrefpedt  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  King,  and  there  is  no  room  to  fup- 
pofe  they  were  under  difaffedtion  to  his  fon,  and  if  they 
feared  hisreftoration  itwasbecaufe  they  expedled  a  change 
in.  religion,  and  that  a  perfecution  of  all  non-confor- 
mifts  would  follow  iff.  At  the  eleftion  in  May,  they 


*  I  find  this  remark  in  an  ancient  manufcript,  wrote  about  the  year 
1665,  “  When  a  packet  of  letters  was  fent  by  Mr.  John  Thurloe, 
containing  an  exp  refs  order  of  the  council,  figned  by  Henry  Lawrence 
prefident,  requiring  and  enjoining  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of 
the  Maffachufets  colony  to  pioclaim  Richard  inthele  followinp- terms 
that  is  to  fay.  Lord  Prote&or  of  the  common-wealth  of  England’ 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  they 
did  not  obey  the  faid  order.  And  fince  his  Majeily  King  Charles  the 
fecond  was  proclaimed  in  the  MafTachulets,  at  Bollon  and  other  places, 
they  have  not  failed,  in  all  their  courts  and  judicial  proceedings 
throughout  the  colony,  to  give  ;hat  tribute  of  honour  to  his  Majeily, 
which  in  fuch  like  cafes  is  commonly  rendered  by  the  courts  of  law 
at  WeitminllerR' 

+  They  had  undoubtedly  a  good  opinion  of  the  per  fon  s  in  who  fa 
hands  the  adminiftration  then  was;  but  the  uncertainty  of  their  con¬ 
tinuance  in  power  was  rcafon  enough  for  camion. 

l  -  Q  3 
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660  could  have  received  no  intelligence  from  England,  to 
enable  them  to  make  any  certain  judgment  of  affairs. 
Hi*.  tncicot  was  then  chofen  governor,  and  Mr.  Bel- 
Jingham  deputy  governor,  both  of  them  as  fixed  in  their 
principles  as  any  of  their  brethren.  The  bufinefs  of 
th's  lefnon  or  the  general  court  went  over,  and  nothing 
palled  relative  to  affairs  in  England.  On  the  27th  of 
July  Capt.  Pierce,  a  noted  Bupmafler  in  the  trade  between 

ng.ancl  and  the  colony,  arrived  and  brought  the  news 
of  the  King  s  being  proclaimed.  If  they  received  at  the 
fame  time  the  King’s  declaration  from  Breda,  and  de, 
pended  that  a  royal  promife  would  be,  as  it  always  ought 
to  be,  rehgioufly  complied  with,  they  need  not  have  been 
under  great  concern  about  their  public  affairs  either  in 
church  or  (late.  No  advices  were  received  from  autho¬ 
rity,  and  the  King  was  not  proclaimed  in  the  colony*; 
nor  was  any  alteration  made  in  the  forms  of  their  public 
acts  and  proceedings.  There  was  a  feffion  of  the  general 
couit  in  Qdfober,  and  a  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King,  but  it  did  not  fucceed.  Mr.  Norton, 
one  of  the  miniBers  of  Boilon,  was  very  earnefl  for  it  • 
but  rumours  came  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  England  was  in  a  very  unfettled  Bate,  the 
body  of  the  people  difTatisfied ;  that  the  Scotch  had  de¬ 
manded  Monk  to  be  delivered  up  to  them,  that  Lord 
Fairfax  was  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  &c.  and  they 
had  feen  fo  many  changes  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months, 
that  they  thought  it  was  not  very  certain  that  an  addrefs 
to  the  King  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  lafety,  council  of  Bate,  or  a  junto  with  l'ome 
other  title.  On  the  joth  of  November,  a  Blip  arrived 
from  Bnflol,  which  brought  advices  of  the  proceedinoj 
of  parliament,  and  that  all  matters  were  fully  fettled. 
They  were  alfo  informed  by  letters  from  Mr.  Leveret 
their  agent,  and  others,  that  petitions  and  complaints  were 

*  f  h’s  was  the  firil  instance  ol  the  acceffion  of  a  Prince  to  the  throne 
fince  this  colony  had  been  planted,  and  perhaps  the  propriety  and  nc- 
celfity  of  this  ceremony  in  the  plantations  were  not  fully  underitood 
and  ^conildered.  I  find  nothing  faid  about  ifj  until  notice  taken  in 
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preferred  againft  the  colony  to  the  King  in  council,  and  1660 
to  the  parliament  (a  citation  being  potted  upon  the  ex¬ 
change  in  London)  by  Mafon,  Gorges  and  others.  The 
governor  and  affiftants  met  forthwith  j  called  the  general 
court  to  convene  the  19th  of  December ;  a  very  loyal 
addrefs  to  the  King  was  prefently  agreed  upon  ;  and  an¬ 
other  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  Letters  were  fent 
by  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who  was  a  conftant  friend  to 
the  colony,  to  Lord  Manchester,  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and 
other  perfons  of  note,  to  pray  them  to  intercede  in  behalf 
of  the  colony.  A  moft  gracious  anfwer  was  given  to 
the  addrefs,  by  the  King’s  letter  dated  beb.  15,  1660, 
which  was  the  firft  public  a  ft  or  order  concerning  them 
after  the  restoration,  except  a  few  lines,  the  23d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  before,  from  fecretary  Morice,  to  inclcfe  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  apprehending  two  of  the  late  King’s  Judges ; 
both  letters  it  is  probable  by  the  fame  fhip,  which  arrived 
in  May  following. 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  governor  and 
^council,  March  18th,  took  public  notice  of  a  book  pub¬ 
lished  by  Mr.  Eliot  not  long  before,  intitLd,  The  Christian 
Commonwealth,  &c.  which  they  declare  they  find,  on 
perufal,  full  of  feditious  principles  and  notions  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  all  eftablifhed  governments  in  the  chriftian  world ; 
efpecially  againft  the  government  eftablifhed  in  their  na¬ 
tive  country.  Upon  confultation  with  the  elders,  their 
cenfure  was  deferred  until  the  general  court  met,  “  that 
Mr.  Eliot  might  have  the  opportunity,  in  the  mean  time, 
of  making  a  public  recantation.” 

At  the  next  felTions,  in  May,  Mr.  Eliot  gave  into  the 
court  the  following  acknowledgment  under  his  hand. 

cc  Understanding  by  an  a£t  of  the  honoured  council, 
that  there  is  offence  taken  at  a  book  published  in  England 
by  others,  the  copy  whereof  was  fent  over  by  myfelf  about 
nine  or  ten  years  fince,  and  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  is  commended*to  this  honoured  general  court  now 
fitting  at  Bofton  :  Upon  perufal  thereof,  I  do  judge  my¬ 
felf  to  have  offended,  and  in  way  of  fatisfadlion,  not  only 
to  the  authority  of  this  jurifdi&ion,  but  alfo  to  any  others 

O  4  that 
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1 660  that  fhall  take  notice  thereof,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge 
to  this  honouied  court,  that  iuch  exprettlons  as  do  top 
manifelily  fcandalize  the  government  of  England  by 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  as  antichriftian,  ai  d  juftify 
the  late  innovators,  I  do  fincerely  bear  teftimony  againtt, 
and  acknowledge  it  to  be,  not  only  a  lawful,  but  eminent 
fo  rm  of  government. 

2d.  All  form  of  civil  government,  deduced  from 
feripture,  I  acknowledge  to  be  of  God,  and  to  be  fub- 
jecicd  to,  for  confjience  fake. — And  vvhatfoever  is  in  the 
whole  epiftle  or  book  inconfiftent  herewith,  I  do  at  once 
moil  cordially  diiown.  *  John  Eliot. 5> 

The  books  were  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  called  in, 
and  t n is  acknowledgment  to  be  potted  up  in  the  principal 
towns  in  the  colony.  When  the  times  change,  men  gene¬ 
rally  fuller  their  opinions  to  change  with  them  ;  fo  far,  at 
leatt,  as  is  neceffary  to  avoid  danger.  Between  the  reigns 
of  Henry  the  feventh  and  James  the  firft,  how  many  times 
did  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  of  England  change  or 
ill  ift  their  opinions  in  matters  of  greater  importance? 

A  day  of' public  thankfgiving  was  appointed  by  au¬ 
thority,  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  heaven,  in  in¬ 
clining  the  King  gracioufly  to  accept  and  anfwer  the  ad- 
drefs  made  to  him. 

They  were,  notwithftanding,  under  no  fmall  degree  of 
fear,  left  the  revolution  of  government  in  England  ttiould 
produce  as  great  a  change  in  the  form  of  their  government, 
both  in  church  and  ftate.  They  were  alarmed  from  all 
quarters.  Reports  were  fpread,  that  Virginia  and  the 
Hands  were  forbid  trading  with  them,  that  three  frigates 
would  loon  be  fent  from  England,  and  that  a  general  go¬ 
vernor  over  all  the  colonies  was  to  come  in  one  of  them*. 

*  “  The  general  vogue  of  people  is,  that  a  governor  will  be  fent  over; 
other  rumours  there  are  concerning  you.  I  made  bold  to  addrefs  my- 
felf  to  Lord  Say  and  defjred  his  tavour.  His  lordfhip  profefied  his 
great  refpedf  for  the  plan  rations,  and  thanked  God  he  prayed  for  you 
daily,  promifing  to  improve  his  intereft,  &c. — Epifcopacy,  com¬ 
mon  prayer,  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  fign  of  the  crofs  in  haptifm, 
the  altar  and  organs  are  in  ufe,  and  like  to  be  more.  The  Lord  keep 
and  preferve  his  churches,  that  there  may  not  be  fainting  in  a  day  of 
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At  the  fame  feffions,  in  May,  they  pa  (Ted  the  following  i66n 
vote.  b  ' 

•  f  *•:  *  -  ;  #  ■’  >■  \  v 

“  Forasmuch  as  the  prefent  condition  of  our  affairs 
of  the  higheft  concernment,  call  for  diligent  and  fpeedy 
ufe  of  the  bed  means,  lerioufly  to  difcufs  and  rightly  to 
underftand  our  liberty  and  duty,  thereby  to  beget  unity 
amongft  ourfelves,  in  the  due  obfervance  of  obedience 
and  fidelity  to  the  authority  of  England  and  our  own 
juft  privileges :  For  the  effeding  whereof,  it  is  ordered 
that  Mr.  Simon  Rradftreet,  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds,  Ma* 
jor- General  Denifon,  Mr.  Danforth,  Major  William 
Hawthorn,  Capt.  Thomas  Savage,  Capt.  Edward  John¬ 
son,  Capt.  Eleazer  Lufher,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Norton 
Mr.  Corbett,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  *,  be  and  hereby  are  a 
committee,  immediately  after  the  diftolutbn  or  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  court,  to  meet  together  in  Bofton,  on  fecond 
day  next,  ttt  12  of  the  clock,  to  confider  and  debate  fuch 
matter  or  thing  of  publick  concernment,  touching  our 
patent,  laws,  privileges,  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  as°they 

3r  thCr  Jut,oe  expedient,  and  draw  up 

t  e  rtfult  of  their  apprehenfions,  and  prefent  the  fame  to 
tne  next  k-flion  for  confideration  and  approbation,  thatfo 
(.f  t„e  will  of  God  be)  we  may  fpeak  and  ad  the  fame 

thing,  becoming  prudent,  honeft,  confcientious  and  faith- 

fill  men  f . 

An  anfwer  was  drawn  up,  and  accepted  by  the  court 
at  a  leftion  fpecially  appointed  to  receive  the  famet  ’ 

In  the  fhip  which  arrived  from  London  the  27th  of 
July,  there  came  paftengers  Col.  Whaley  and  Col.  Goffe 
two  01  the  late  King’s  judges.  Col.  Goffe  brought  tefti- 
monuls  from  Mr.  John  Rowe,  and  Mr.  Seth  Wood,  two 
mimfters  of  a  church  in  Weftminfter.  Col.  Whalev  had 
been  a  member  of  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin’s  'church. 

Goffe  kept  a  journal  or  diary,  from  the  day  he  left  Weft¬ 
minfter,  May  4,  until  the  year  166 7;  which,  together 
with  feveral  other  papers  belonging  to  him,  I  have  m  my 
poueffion.  Almoft  the  whole  is  in  characters  or  Ihorc 

The  four  1  a n  named  were  ixiinifters. 
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1660  hand,  not  very  difficult  to  decypher.  The  ftory  of  thefe 
perfons  has  never  yet  been  publifhed  to  the  world.  It  has 
never  been  known  in  New-England.  Their  papers,  after 
their  death,  were  collected,  and  have  remained  near  an 
hundred  years  in  a  library  in  Bofton.  It  muft  give  fome 
entertainment  to  the  curious.  They  left  London,  before 
the  King  was  proclaimed.  It  does  not  appear,  that  they 
were  among  the  moft  obnoxious  of  the  judges ;  but  as  it 
was  expected  vengeance  would  be  taken  of  fome  of  them, 
and  a  great  many  had  fled,  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  to 
remain.  They  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  perfons 
or  characters  when  they  arrived  at  Bofton,  but  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  the  governor,  Mr.  Endicot,  who  received 
them  very  courteoufly.  They  were  vifited  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  of  the  town  ;  and  among  others,  they  take 
notice  of  Col.  Crown’s  coming  to  fee  them.  He  was  a 
noted  royalift.  Although  they  did  not  difguife  themfelves, 
yet  they  chole  to  refide  at  Cambridge,  a  village  about 
four  miles  diftant  from  the  town,  where  they  went  the 
fir  ft  day  they  arrived.  They  went  publickly  to  meetings 
on  the  Lord’s  days,  and  to  occafional  lectures,  fafts,  and 
thankfgivings,  and  were  admitted  to  the  facrament,  and 
attended  ptiyate  meetings  for  devotion,  vifited  many  of 
the  principal  towns,  and  were  frequently  at  Bofton,  and 
once,  when  infujted  there,  the  perfon  infulting  them  was 
bound  to  his  good  behaviour.  They  appeared  grave, 
ferious  and  devour,  and  the  rank  they  had  fuftained  com¬ 
manded  refpeft,  Whaley  had  been  one  of  Cromwell’s 
Lieut.  Generals,  and  Goffe  a  Major-General.  It  is  not 
ftrange  that  they  fhould  meet  with  this  favourable  recep¬ 
tion,  nor  was  this  reception  any  contempt  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  in  England.  They  were  known  to  have  been  two 
of  the  King’s  judges  ;  but  King  Charles  the  fecond  was 
not  proclaimed,  when  the  fhip  that  brought  them  left 
London.  They  had  the  news  of  it  in  the  channel. 
The  reports  afterwards,  by  way  of  Barbados,  were,  that 
all  the  judges  would  be  pardoned  but  feven.  The  aft 
of  indemnity  was  not  brought  over  until  the  laft  of  No¬ 
vember  When  it  appeared  that  they  were  not  excepted, 

fome 
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fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  government  were  1660 
alarmed ;  pity  and  compaffion  prevailed  with  others. 

They  had  affurances,  from  fome  that  belonged  to  the 
general  court*  that  they  would  (land  by  them,  but  were 
advifed,  by  others,  to  think  of  removing.  The  22d  of 
February,,  the  governor  fummoned  a  court  of  affiflants 
to  confult  about  fecuring  them,  but  the  court  did  not 
agree  to  it.  Finding  it  unlafe  to  remain  any  longer,  they 
Jeft  Cambridge,  the  26th  following,  and  arrived  at  New- 
Haven  the  7th  of  March.  One  Capt.  Breedan,  who 
haa  feen  them  at  Bollon,  gave  information  thereof  upon 
his  arrival  in  England.  A  few  days  after  their  removal, 
an  hue  and  cry,  as  they  term  it  in  their  diary,  was 
brought  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  and  thereupon  a  war¬ 
rant  to  fecure  them  ilfued,  the  8th  of  March,  from  the 
governor  and  affiiiants,  which  was  fent  to  Springfield 
f  nd  the  other  towns  in  the  weltern  parts  of  the  colony, 

:©ur  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  it  *. 

The 


rh-.,  "’ere  well  treated  at  New-Haven,  by  the  miniilers  and  fome 
of  the  magiibatei,  and  for  fome  days  feem’d  to  appiehend  themfelves 
out  of  danger.  But  the  news  of  the  King’s  proclamation  beine- 
brought  to  New-Jlaven,  they  were  obliged  to  abfcond.  1'he  27th 
o  i  aiv ,1 ,  they  removed  to  Milford,  and  appeared  there  in  the  day 
time,  and  made  themfelves  known ;  but  at  night,  returned  privately 
to  New-haven,  and  lay  concealed  in  Mr.  Davenport  the  minifter’s 

,,°a/e  untu  tbf  3?ib  oi  APrlL  Abouc  chat  time,  news  came  to  Bollon 
“t  ten  o.  the  judges  were  executed,  and  the  governor  received  a 
rojM  manure  dated  March  5,  1660,  to  caufe  Whaley  and  Goffe  to 

Je.h  *  1  'IS  gfCat  y  alarmed  the  country,  and  there  is  no  doub: 

that  .he  court  w  ere  now  in  earneft  in  their  endeavours  to  apprehend 

em  ,  and  to  avoid  all  fulpicion,  they  gave  commiliion  and  inllruc- 
tion  to  two  younw  merchants  from  England,  Thomas  Kellond  and 
1  nomas  Kirk,  zea.'ous  royalifts,  to  go  through  the  colonies,  as  far  as 
an  in  os,  in  learcl.i  of  them.  They  had  friends  who  informed  them 
what  was  doing,  aned  they  removed  from  Mr.  Davenport’s  to  the 
noule  of  one  Jones,  where  they  lay  hid  until  the  nth  of  May,  and 

,leVeTed  t0  3  M'H’  and  from  thence>  oil  the  1  jth,  into  the 
ooas,  where  they  me  t  Jones  and  two  of  his  companions,  Sperry 

n  burnl,  who  |rll  coi  rdufled  them  to  a  place  called  hatchet-har- 
»our,  where  they  lay  two  nigh  s,  until  a  cave  or  hole  in  the  tide  of  a 
aid  was  prepared  fp  concetti  them.  This  hill  they  called  Providence 

hill  ; 
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1661  1  he  proclaiming  the  King  having  been  deferred  until 

Auguft  1661,  the  governor,  upon  intelligence  from 
England  of  what  was  doing  there  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

•  colony, 

I'sill ;  and  there  they  continued,  from  the  15th  of  May  to  the  11th  of 
June,  lometimes  in  the  cave,  and,  in  very  tempeftuous  weather,  in  a 
houfe  near  to  it.  During  this  time,  the  meffengers  went  through 
New- Haven  to  the  Dutch  fettlemenc,  from  whence  they  returned  to 
Bolton  by  water.  They  -made  diligent  fearch,  and  had  full  proof 
that  the  regicides  had  been  feen  at  Mr.  Davenport’s,  and  offered  great 
rewards  to  Englifh  and  Indians  who  fhouid  give  information  that  they 
might  be  taken,  but,  by  the  fidelity  of  their  three  friends,  they  re¬ 
mained  undifeovered.  Mr.  Davenport  was  threatned  with  being 
called  to  an,  account,  for  concealing  and  comforting  traitors,  and 
might  well  be  alarmed.  They  had  engaged  to  furrender,  rather  thar^ 
the  country  or  any  particular  perfons  fhouid  fuffer  upon  their  account ; 
and  upon  intimation  of  Mr,  Davenport’s  danger,  they  generoufly  re¬ 
folded  to  go  to  New- Haven,  and  deliver  themfelves  up  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  there.  The  miferies  they  had  differed  and  were  ffill  expofed  to, 
and  the  little  chance  they  had  of  finally  efcaping,  in  a  country  where 
every  ftranger  is  immediately  known  to  be  fuch,  would  not  have 
been  fufficient  to  have  induced  them.  They  let  the  deputy  governor 
Mr.  Leete,  know  where  they  were,  but  he  took  no  mealures  to  fe- 
cure  them  j  and  the  next  day,  fome  perfons  came  to  them,  to  advife 
them  not  to  furrender.  Having  publickly  fhewn  themfelves  at  New- 
Haven,  they  had  cleared  Mr.  Davenport  from  the  fufpicion  of  Itill 
concealing  them,  and,  the  24th  of  June,  went  into  the  woods  again 
to  their  cave.  They  continued  there,  fometimes  venturing  to  a  houfe 
near  the  cave,  until  the  19th  of  Auguft,  when  the  fearch  for  them 
being  pretty  well  over,  they  ventured  to  the  houfe  of  one  Tomkins, 
near  Milford,  where  they  remained  two  years,  without  fo  much  as 
going  into  the  orchard.  After  that,  they  took  a  little  more  liberty, 
and  made  themfelves  known  to  feveral  perfons  in  whom  they  could 
confide,  and  each  of  them  frequently  prayed,  and  alfo  exercifed,  as 
they  term  it,  or  preached  at  private  meetings  in  their  chamber.  In 
1664,  the  commiflioners  from  King  Charles  arrived  at  Bofton.  Upon 
the  news  of  it,  they  retired  to  their  cave,  where  they  tarried  8  or  10 
days.  Soon  after,  fome  Indians,  in  their  hunting,  difeovered  the 
cave  with  the  bed,  &c.  and  the  report  being  fpread  abroad,  it  was 
not  fafe  to  remain  near  it.  On  the  13'th  of  Q^ober  1664,  they  re- 
moved  to  Hadley,  near  an  hundred  miles  diffant,  travelling  on!y  by 
night,  where  Mr.  RufTel,  the  minifter  of  the  place,  had  previouffy 
agreed  to  receive  them.  Here  they  remained  concealed  fifteen  or 
fixteen  years,  very  few  perfons  in  the  colon y  being  privy  to  it.  The 
laft  account  of  GofFe,  is  from  a  letter,  dated  F.benezer,  the  name  they 
gave  their  feveral  places  of  abode.  April  2d,  1679.  Whaley  had 


* 


I 


M  A  S  S  A  C  H  U  S  E  T  S-B  A  Y. 


Il7 


colony,  did  nor  think  proper  to  delay  it  any  longer,  1661 
and  called  the  general  court  together  the  7th  of  A11- 
guft,  when,  after  a  great  variety  of  forms  for  a  pro¬ 
clamation  had  been  propofed,  the  followinp*  was  a°*reed 
to.  °  0 


Ct 
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been  dend  Come  time  before.  The  tradition  at  Hadley  it,  that  two 
pedons,  unknown,  were  buried  in  the  miiiifter’s  ceilar.  The  mini- 
ller  was  no  lufferer  by  his  boarders.  They  received  more  or  lets  re¬ 
mittances  every  year,  for  many  years  together,  from  their  wives  in 
fingland.  1  hofe  few  perfons  who  knew  where  they  were,  made 
them  frequent  prefents.  Richard  Saltonfcall,  Efq;  who.was  in  the  fe- 
cret,  when  he  lert  the  country  and  went  to  England  in  1672,  made 
them  a  prcient  of  fifty  pounds  at  his  departure  ;  and  they  take  notice 
o.  donations  from  feveral  other  friends.  .  They  were  in  conftar.t  ter¬ 
ror;  though  they  had  reafon  to  hope,  after  fome  years,  that  the  en¬ 
quiry  lor  them  vvas  ever.  They  read,  with  pleafure,  the  news  of 
c.eir  being  killed,  with  other  judges  in  Switzerland.  Their  diary, 
tor  fix  or  feven  years,  contains  every  little  occurrent  in  the  town, 
church  and  particular  families  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thefe  were 
final!  affairs.  /I  hey  had  indeed,  for  a  few  years  of  their  lives,  been 
among  tne  principal  adors  in  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation ;  Goffe 
elpecially  who  turned  the  members  of  the  little  parliament  out  of  the 
houfe,  and  who  was  attached  to  Oliver  and  to  Richard  to  the  laft;  but 
Jiey  were  both  of  low  birth  and  education.  They  had  verv  conftant 
and  exact  intelligence  of  every  thing  which  paffed  in  England,  and 
weie  unwilling  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  deliverance.  Their  ereateft 
expectations  were  irom  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies.  They  had 
no  doubt,  that  the  execution  of  the  judges  was  the  flaying  of  the  wit- 
1  hey  wcre  much  difappointed,  when  the  year  1666  had  paffed 
without  any  remarkaole  event,  but  flattered  themfeives  that  the  chrif- 
tian  $ra  might  be  erroneous.  Their  lives  were  miferable  and  conftant 

A  ierer‘  from  (Lfl^P  *  Y  °f  b.C,Cg-  bani!lled  fr0m  3,1  human  Society. 
A  let.er  from  Goffe  s  wife,  who  was  Whaley’s  daughter  I  think 

worth  preferring  (Appendix.)  After  the  fecond  yea,,  Goffe  write. 

by  tne  name  of  Walter  Goldfmith,  and  fhe  of  Frances  Goldfmith,’ 

and  the  correfpondence  is  carried  on,  as  between  a  mother  and  Ion! 

There  is  too  much  religion  in  their  letters  for  the  tafte  of  th“  nrefert 

day;  but  the  diftreffes  of  two  perfons,  under  thefe  pecuHar  chclm- 

ftrongly  ^  ^  t0Scth",  are  very 

V^h,iIft  they  wcre  at  Ridley  (Feb.  10,  1664)  Dixwell,  another  of 

rcahefrft  ,C3R;e  ,'°  them’  ,Dut  from  w}>cnce,  or  in  what  part  of  Ame- 
■'  ne  fir  ft  landed,  is  not  known.  The  full  mention  of  him  in  their 

journal,  is  by  the  name  of  Col.  Dixwell;  but  ever  after,  they  call 

him 
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u  FORASMUCH  as  Charles  the  fecond  is  undoubted 
King  of.Great-Britain  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s  territo¬ 
ries  and  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  and  hath  been 
lome  time  fince  lawfully  proclaimed  and  crowned  accor¬ 
dingly  :  We  therefore  do,  as  in  duty  we  are  bound,  own 
and  acknowledge  him  to  be  our  Sovereign  Lord  and 
King,  and  do  therefore  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  his 
facred  Majefty  Charles  the  fecond,  to  be  lawful  King  of 
Great-Biitain,  France  and  Ireland,  and  all  other  the  ter¬ 
ritories  thereunto  belonging.  God  fave  the  Kin°*.s’ 

An 


him  Mr.  Davids.  He  continued  fome  years  at  Hadley,  and  then  re¬ 
in  oved  to  New-Haven.  He  was  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  one  of 
thofe  who  were  obnoxious  in  England,  but  he  never  difcovered  who 
he  was,  until  he  was  on  his  death-bed.  I  have  one  of  his  letters, 
iigned  James  Davids,  dated  March  23d  1683.  He  married  at  New- 
Haven,  and  left  feveral  children.  After  his  death,  his  fon,  who  before 
had  been  called  Davids,  took  the  name  of  Dixvvell,  came  to  Bofton, 
and  lived  in  good  repute ;  was  a  ruling  elder  of  one  of  the  churches 
there,  and  died  in  1721,  of  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation.  Some  of 
his  grandchildren  are  now  living.  Col.  Dixwell  was  buried  at  New- 
Haven.  His  grave  (lone  hill  remains  with  this  infcription.  “  J.  D. 
Efq;  deceafed  March  1 8th,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age,  1688.” 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  many  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  co¬ 
lony  greatly  efteemed  thefe  perfons  for  their  profeftions  of  piety  and 
their  grave  deportment,  who  did  not  approve  of  their  political  con¬ 
duct.  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  mimher  of  Cambridge,  who  (hewed  them 
great  friendlhip  upon  their  firlt  arrival,  fays  in  a  manufcript  which  he 
wrote  in  his  own  vindication,  “  Since  I  have  had  opportunity,  by 
reading  and  difcourie,  to  look  a  little  into  that  adtion  for  which  thefe 
men  fufFer,  I  could  never  fee  that  it  was  juflifiable.”  After  they  were 
declared  traitors,  they  certainly  would  have  been  fent  to  England  if 
they  could  have  been  taken.  It  was  generally  thought  they  had  left 
the  country  ;  and  even  the  confluence  of  their  efcape  was  dreaded,. 
Jeafl  when  they  were  taken,  thofe  who  had  harboured  them  fhould 
iufler  for  it.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  writes  to  the  Earl  of  Man¬ 
chester,  that  he  fuppofes  they  went  towards  the  Dutch  at  Manhadoes, 
and  took  (hipping  for  Holland  ;  and  Mr.  Bradftreet,  the  then  gover¬ 
nor,  in  December  1684,  writes  to  Edward  Randolph,  “  that  after 
their  being  at  New-Haveh,  he  could  never  hear  what  became  of  them.” 
Randolph,  who  was  fent  to  fearch  into  the  fecrets  of  the  government, 
could  obtain  no  more  knowledge  of  them,  than  that  they  had  been 
in  the  country,  and  refpeft  had  been  fbewn  them  by  fome  of  the  ma- 
gillrates.  I  am  loth  to  omit  an  anecdote  handed  down  through  go¬ 
vernor  Leveret’s  family.  I  find  Goffe  takes  notice  in  his  journal  of 

Leveret's 
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An  order  parted  the  court  the  fame  day,  and  was  ported  1661 
up  in  Bofton,  forbidding  all  diforderly  behaviour  on  the 
occafion  ;  declaring  that  no  peri’on  might  expect  indul¬ 
gence  for  the  breach  of  any  law,  and  “  in  a  particular 
manner,  that  no  man  fhould  prefume  to  drink  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  health  *,”  which  the  order  fays,  “he  hath  in  an 
elpecial  manner  forbid.” 

An  addrels  to  the  King  was  likewife  agreed  to  and 
ordered  to  be  fent  to  England. 

Intelligence  arriving  of  further  complaints  againft 
the  colony,  and  orders  being  received  from  the  King, 
that  perfons  fhould  be  fent  over  to  make  anfwer,  the  go¬ 
vernor  called  the  court  together  again,  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  Simon  Bradhreet,  one  of  the  magiifrates., 
and  John  Norton,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Bofton  church, 
were  chofen  agents  for  the  colony,  and  inftrudliqns  given 
them  ;  the  fum  of  which  was,  to  reprefenc  the  colony  as 
his  Majefty  s  loyal  and  obedient  fubjedts,  to  endeavour 
to  take  off  all  fcandal  and  objections,  and  to  underftand 
his  Majefty’s  apprehenfions  concerning  them,  to  do  no¬ 
thing  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  charter,  and  to 

keep  the  court  advifed  of  thefe  tranfadlions  and  all  oc¬ 
currences  f . 

*  These 


Leveret  s  being  at  Hadley.  The  town  of  Hadley  was  alarmed  by  the 
Indians  in  1675,  in  the  time  of  publick  worfhip,  and  the  people  were 
in  the  utmoll  confufion.  Suddenly,  a  grave  elderly  perfon  appeared  in 
t  e  midft  of  them.  In  his  mien  and  drefs  he  differed  from  the  reft  of 
t  e  people.  He  not  only  encouraged  them  to  defend  themfelves  ;  but 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  rallied,  mftrufted  and  led  them  on  to  en¬ 
counter  the  enemy,  who  by  thii  means  were  repulied.  As  fuddenly 
the  deliverer  of  Hadley  difappeared.  The  people  were  left  in  con-. 
Iternation,  utterly  unable  to  account  for  this  ftrange  phoenomenon.  it 
ts  not  probable,  that  they  were  ever  able  to  explain  it.  If  Goffe  had  . 
been  then  difeovered,  it  muft  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  thofe  / 

per  °ns,  who  declare  by  their  letters  that  they  never  knew  what  became  l 
d*  him.  -  j 

^oc  a<^  noftros  non  leve  crimen  avos.”  Ovid. 
f  Mr.  Pynchon  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  New-Havcn,  March 
,  lbb2>  “  Our  general  court,  after  much  agitation  and  oppofition, 

,  at  la“  fent  Wo  melTengers  to  England,  Mr.  N.  and  Mr.  B. 
who  went  from  Bofton  io:h  Feb.  I  pray  God  it  may  be  for  the 

“  beft. 


s  T.  hese  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  fervice  with  great 
reluctance,  Mr.  Norton  particularly.  A  {hip  was  flopped 
for  them  upon  demurrage,  and  then  difeharged,  and  then 
flopped  again.  At  length  the  committee,  appointed  to  do 
every  thing  neceflary  for  their  difpatch  in  the  recels  of 
the  court,  engaged  “  to  make  good  all  damages  they 
.might  fuflain  by  the  detention  of  their  perfons  in  England 
or  otherwife,**  They  departed  the  icth  of  February. 

2  Their,  reception  in  England  was  much  more  favourable 
than  was  expefted,  their  flay  fhort,  returning  the  next  fall 
with  the  King’s  mofl  gracious  letter,  forrie  parts  of  which 
cheared  the  hearts  of  the  country  ;  and  they  then  looked 
upon,  and  often  afterwards  recurred  to  them,  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  charter  privileges,  and  an  amnefty  of  all  paft 
errors.  The  letter  was  ordered  to  be  publifhed,  and,  in 
an  order  for  a  public  thankfgiving,  particular  notice  is 
taken  of  cc  the  return  of  their  mefiengers,  and  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  mercies  of  peace,  liberties,  and  the  gofpel*.” 

There 

*  ** 

“  belt.  The  event  is  doubtful  to  me,  feeing  we  have  fo  many  falfe 
friends  and  open  enemies.”  The  fears  of  the  people,  while  they 
were  abfent,  appear  from  many  paffages  in  private  letters,  mentioning 
reports  that  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  Norton  were  detained  in  England, 
that  Mr.  Norton  was  in  the  Tower,  &c. 

*  Lord  Say,  who,  upon  the  reftoration,  which  he  had  been  inftrir- 
mental  in  promoting,  w’as  made  Lord  Privy  Seal,  retained  his  friend- 
ihip  for  the  colony,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter. 

“  London  ioth  July  1 66 1 . 

Gentlemen  and  honoured  friends. 

Having  fo  fafe  a  hand  and  fo  true  a  friend  to  convey  a  line  to  you* 
as  the  bearer  Mr.  Crowne,  I  was  loth  to  omit  writing,  becaufe  it  may 
be  my  la#,  my  glafs  being  almo#  run  out,  and  I  retiring  home. — You 
have  had  feveral  appeared  here  again#  you,  and  have  been  examined 
again#  you,  as  Captain  Breedan  and  others,  of  whom,  and  about 
what,  this  bearer  can  more  particularly  inform  you  than  I  will  at  this 
time  write;  and  I  mu#  fay  for  Mr.  Crowne,  he  hath  appeared,  both 
here  in  the  council  and  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  others,  as  really 
and  cordially  for  you  as  any  could  do,  and  hath  allaied  the  ill  opinion 
of  your  cruelty  again#  the  quakers,  willingly  negle&ed  his  paffage  to 
ft  ay  here  to  ferve  you,  and  by  his  means  and  information  of  the  #ate 
of  your  government,  as  now  it  is,  I  hope  you  will  have  no  governor 
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,  There  were  Tome  things  however  in  the  King’s  letter  1662 
hard  to  comply  with  ;  and  although  it  was  ordered  to  be 
publilhed,  yet  it  was  with  this  caution,  that  “  inafmuch  as 
“  the  letter  hath  influence  upon  the  churches  as  well  as 
civil  ftate,  all  manner  of  actings,  in  relation  thereto, 

‘  lhall  be  fufpended  until  the  next  general  court,  that  fo 
all  pei  Tons  concerned  may  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
j  consider  what  is  neceilary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  his 
Majelly  s  pleafure  therein.”  The  King  exprefsly  de¬ 
clares,  “  We  will  preferve,  and  do  hereby  confirm  the  pa- 
“  tent  an^  charter  heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our 
“  royal  father  of  bleifed  memory,  and  they  lhall  fully  en- 
‘‘  joy  all  the  privileges  and  liberties  granted  unto  them 
ln  ar|d  by  die  fame,  and  we  will  be  ready  to  renew  the 
“  la™e  5harcer  t0  diem,  under  our  great  leal  of  England, 
whenfoever  they  lhall  defire  it.”  His  majefty’s  ara- 
cious  pardon  to  all  his  fubjefts  was  like  wife  declared, °for 
all  treafons,  &c.  during  the  late  trdubles,  cxcept.to  fuch  as 
Itood  attainted  by  ad  of  parliament,  if  any  fuch  ihould 
have  tranfported  themfelves  thither;  but  then  it  was  re- 
quircu,  that  all  their  laws  Ihould  by  reviewed,  and  fuch 
as  were  contrary  or  derogatory  to  the  King’s  authority 
and  government  Ihould  be  annulled  and  repealed ;  that 
the  oath  of  allegiance  Ihould  be  duly  adminiftred;  that 
the  admimftration  of  jufiice  Ihould  be  in  the  Kind’s 
name  that  freedom  and  liberty  Ihould  be  given  to  all 
fuch  as  dcfired  CO  oft  the  book  of  Commbn  P,Lr 
an  .  perform  their  devotions  in  the  manner  eflablifbed  in’ 
imgland  ;  and  that  they  might  not  undergo  any  prejudice 

will  TJIvyClbnUt  °1  y0arrn,  liking  ;  wherefore  I  mull  requeft  you 

will  really  own  and  accordingly  requite  Mr.  Crowne  his  love  rare 

g  CiteSTJ !  l,r;  ”  ^ 

,  „  ,oIJe  J.ordChamhcrhfn  and  others,  and  have  requelled  their 

to  th?K| 'a  ln',y0Ur  ber  alf*  1  h3Ve  n0t  been  wanting,  both 
me  tying  and  council,  to  advance  your  interell-  more  1  ran 

not  do,  but  earneftly  to  pny  the  Lord  to  Hand  with  yon and  for  you' 

1  remain  your  affiired  loving  friend  to  ferve  you,  W  Sav  &  Se  1 1  v ' 

for  his  ever  honoured  friends,  the  governor  ‘ 

of  the  Maffachufets  colony  in  New  England 

or  the  tune  being,  to  be  communicated  to  the 

Ttit  o t  the  magiftrates  and  deputies  there. 

^  '  thereby* 


i 
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|:'E  ;  1662  thereby,  that  all  perfons  of  good  and  honeft  lives  and  con- 

\Terlations(liould  be  admitted  tothe  facramentof  theLord’s 
fupper,  according  to  the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
their  children  to  baptifm  ;  that,  in  the  choice  of  governor 
and  affiftants,  the  only  confideration  to  be  had,  fhould  be 
of  the  wifdom,  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to  be 
chofen,  and  not  of  any  faftion  with  reference  to  opinions 
and  outward  profeffion  *  that  all  freeholders  of  compe¬ 
tent  eftates,  not  vicious,  &c.  though  of  different  per- 
fuafions  concerning  church  government,  fhould  have 
their  votes  in  the  election  of  all  officers  civil  and  military, 
and  finally,  that  this  letter  fhould  be  publifhed,  &c. 

However- reafonable  the  feveral  things  required  by 
the  King  appear  to  us  at  this  day  *,  yet  many  of  them 
were  grievous  to  our  anceftors*  The  agents  met  with 
the  fare  of  moft  agents  ever  finceffi.  The  favours  they 
had  obtained,  were  fuppofed  to  be  no  more  than  might 

well 


1 


*  When  the  legifhtor  has  believed  it  a  duty  to  permit  the  exercife 
of  many  religions,  it  is  neceflary  that  he  fhould  enforce  alfo  a  tolera¬ 
tion  amongft  thefe  religions  themfelves.  Spir.  Laws. 

f  Mr.  Davis,  a  merchant  in  Bofton,  lately  arrived  from  England, 
writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  New-Haven  as  follows,  u  Mr.  Norton 
hath  loft  himfelf  much  in  the  efteem  of  the  generality,  and  will  do 
more. — I  was  told  that  he  declared  to  the  court,  if  they  complied  not 
with  the  King’s  letter,  the  blood  that  fhould  be  fpilt  would  lie  at  their 
door. — Yefterday,  half  a  dozen  of  the  great  church  went  to  him,  and 
Mr.  Wilfon,  and  elder  Penn,  in  the  name  of  themfelves  and  others,  de¬ 
firing  that  an  afliftant  might  be  chofen  (intending  Mr.  Allen,  I  fuppole, 
whom  the  Lord  appears  much  with,  having  given  him  large  room  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people)  but  fome,I  hear,  have  gone  on  the  other  fide 

and  oppofed  it.1’  .  ’ 

Do&or  Mather  fays  upon  this  occafion,  u  Such  has  been  the  jealous 
difpofition  of  our  New-Englanders  about  their  dearly  bought  pnvi* 
Wes,  and  fuch  alfo  has  been  the,  various  underftanding  of  the  people 
about  the  extent  of  thofe  privilege?,  that  of  all  the  agents  which  they 
have  fent  over  unto  the  court  of  England  for  now  40  years  together,  I 
know  not  any  one  who  did  not,  at  his  return,  meet  with  :ome  very 
frowffrd  entertainment  among  his  countrymen.  And  there  may  be 
ibe  wifdom  of  the  holy  and  righteous  God  as  well  as  the  malice  of 
the  evil  one  acknowledged  in  the  ordering  of  fuch  temptations.  Of 
thefe  temptations,  a  confiderable  Ihgre  fell  to  Mr.  Norton,^  con¬ 
cerning  whom  there  were  many  who  would  iiwt  Mck  to  lay,  tiiat  ® 
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Well  have  been  expected,  and  their  merits  were  Toon  for-  x  66 
got ;  the  evils  which  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
prevent,  were  attributed  to  their  negleCt  or  unnectffary 
donceffions.  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  a  man  of  more  phlegm, 
and  not  lb  fenfibly  touched  ;  but  Mr.  Norton  was  fo°af- 
feded  that  he  grew  melancholy.  He  died  fuddenlv, 
very  foon  after  his  return  (April  5,  1 663 f.)  The  only 
thing  done  at  this  fefllon,  in  compliance  with  his  Ma- 
jelly  s  orders,  befides  making  the  letter  public,  was  the 
giving  directions,  that  all  writs,  proceiles,  &c.  Ihould 
beinjns  Majefty’s  name.  A  committee  was  afterwards 
appointed,  to  confider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  as  to 
the  other  parts,  who  were  to  report  the  next  feffion ; 
and  liberty  was  given  to  any  of  the  reverend  elders,  to 
any  freemen,  and  to  any  other  the  inhabitants,  to  fend 
m  their  thoughts,  that  fo,  after  ferious  confutation, 
fometn.ng  might  be  agreed  upon,  “  fatisfaCtory  and  fate, 

people0”8  C°  thC  8l°ry  °f  G°d  3nd  the  felidt?  of  his 

1  he  year  1662  was  remarkable  for  a  fynod  or  general 

councu  of  all  the  churches,  held  at  Bolton  in  the  month 

ox  September,  by  order  of  the  general  court. 

,HE  tw(0  quellions  referred  to  their  decifion,  and  con- 

ceinmg  which  the  country  was  much  divided  in  lend- 
ment,  were  thefe, 

1  ft,  Who  are  the  fubjeCts  of  Baptifm  ? 

„im2,  ;t  ;H£TfIE“>  according  to  the  word  of  God,  there 

bet- 1"  d  C0,n0c'at!0n  oi'  churches,  and  what  fhould 
oe  cne  manner  of  it  ? 

S h-°f  r°  a"a0Ur  ,ibert;es>’  a"d 
*o»  beft  fnends  beS-  therefore  to  look  awry 

h,efp!fe°^hnkr£f0d:n^'a^  the  Osiers  remarked,  «•  John  Norton, 
en  and  -  hi  ’  rV- *  'mmedlace  of  the  Lord,  was  fmit- 

adgment  hern  dTn  bv  rhe  fire-fide,  being  under  juft 

le  d:ed”  '  h7>%con/effed  tde  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  hint,  aJ  fo 

n  England enJUlbm’  W,1°  l’3?  been  3  great  Psrfecu,°r  of  the  Quakers 
ftiSed’or/8  'TnCd  byJF°X  Wlth  divine,  punifhment  The 

>  h  s  inmmtancT^X  H'8  bribed 

Subito  ml  b  F°X  S  Prcdia'0tis.  Volt.  Lett. 

bK0  raor'  P“s  Par‘ter  atque  nnpiis  commune  eft.  Era/.  Stiff 

p  2  '  Thb 
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1662  The  refult  of  this  fynod  was  printed,  by  order  of  the 
general  court,  and  is  particularly  mentioned  by  Dodtor 
Mather,  Mr.  Neal,  and  other  writers*. 

John  Touton,  a  French  doctor  and  inhabitant  of 
Rochel  in  France,  made  application  to  the  court,  in  be¬ 
half  of  himfelf  and  other  proteftants  expelled  from  their 
habitations,  on  account  of  their  religion,  that  they  might 
have  liberty  to  inhabit  here,  which  was  readliy  granted  to 
them. 

Captain  Breedan,  who,  as  we  have  before  mentioned, 
had  been  in  England,  and  had  complained  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  harbouring  regicides,  and  had  laid  divers  other 

*  It  being  part  of  the  refult  of  this  fynod,  that  the  children  of  fuch, 
as  made  a  public  profeffion  of  their  faith,  &c.  although  not  in  full  com¬ 
munion,  itiight  be  admitted  to  bapdfm,  feveral  of  the  members  dif- 
fented.  Mr.  Chauncey,  the  prefident  of  the  college,  and  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port  of  New-Haven,  oppofed  it  in  print.  Mr.  Allen  anfwered  the 
frft,  and  Mr.  Richard  Mather  the  other.  His  fon,  Mr.  Increafe 
Mather,  a  young  gentleman  about  three  and  twenty,  was  with  the 
diffenters,  He  whites  Mr.  Davenport,  Oftober  21,  1662,  <£  I  have 
Si  your  writings  Hill  in  my  hands.  I  offered  the  lynod  to  read  them, 
«  but  Mr.  Norton  advifed  them  not  to  fuffer  me  ;  whereupon,  I  let 
**  them  have  a  copy  of  them,  which  was  generally  tranfcribed.  I 
«  have  given  in  your’s  and  Mr.  Street’s  teftimony,  unto  the  gene- 
44  fal  court,  with  a  preface  fubfcribed  by  Mr.  Chauncey,  Mr.  Mayo, 
««  ray  brother,  and  myfeif,  in  the  name  of  others  of  the  diffendng 
*«  brethren  in  the  fynod,  wherein  we  declare,  that  we  fully  concur 
“  with  what  is  inferted  by  yourfelf  in  thofe  papers.  Some  of  the 
court  would  fain  have  thrown  them  out  without  reading,  but  the 
<s<  major  part  were  not  Jo  violent.  It  was  moved  they  might  be  printed. 
“  All  the  anfwer  we  could  get,  was,  that  we  might  do  as  we  would. 

We  count  it  a  favour  we  were  not  commanded  to  be  filent. — You 
««  may  fee  which  way  things  are  like  to  be  carried.” 

Mr.  Eleazer  Mather,  of  Northampton,  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  of 
New-Haven,  4th  of  5th  month  1662,  “  There  was  fcarceany  of  the 
congregational  principles,  but  what  were  layen  at,  by  fome  or  other 
<e  of  the  aflembly  ;  as  relations  of  the  work  of  grace,  power  of  vot- 
<<  of  the  fraternity  in  admiffion,  profellion  of  faith  and  repent- 
“  ance  not  to  be  required  of  fuch  as  were  baptized  in  the  church,  ia 
«  reference  to  the  baptifm  of  their  children.  Mr.  Parker,  of  Newbury, 
“  was  one  of  the  great  antagonifls  of  the  congregational  way  and 
“  order,  though  it  not  being  the  work  of  the  preienc  fynod,  his  many 
«<  motions,  to  confider  whether  we  were  in  the  right  ecclefiaffical 
«£  order,  were  not  attended.” 
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things  to  its  charge  to  render  it  obnoxious,  returned  to  i  66 z 
New-England  this  year,  and  behaved  with  great  info- 
lence  in  the  face  of  the  court,  ufurping  authority  and 
laying  his  commands  on  them,  but  he  foon  found  they 
had  not  loft  their  fpirit.  They  committed  him  to  prifon 
for  his  contemptuous  carriage,  and  afterwards  fined  him 
two  hundred  pounds f ,  and  ordered  that  he  become  bound 
in  two  hundred  pounds  with  iureties,  to  be  of  good  beha¬ 
viour,  (landing  committed  until  fentence  be  performed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ifaac  Cole,  the  conftable  of  Woburn, 
being  charged  with  having  refufed  to  publifh  the  King’s 
letter,  and  Edward  Converfe,  one  of  the  feleftmen  of 
that  town,  with  having  fpoken  difrefptdffully  of  it,  as 
tending  to  popery,  procefs  was  ordered  againft  them,  and 
they  were  held  to  anfwer  for  a  high  mifdemeanor  ;  but 
the  fads  charged  againft  them  not  being  proved,  they 
were  acquitted. 

The  fevere  ads  of  parliament  againft  nonconformifts 
caufed  fome  of  them  again  to  think  of  a  place  of  refuge.- 
Several  minifters  came  over,  and  more  intended  to  follow-, 
but  New-England  was  threatned  with  a  lofs  of  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  if  the  threat  had  been  executed,  they  would 
not  not  have  been  fecure  in  thefe  remote  parts  t. 

The  inhabitants  upon  Connedicut  river  being  increafed 
to  three  townlhips,  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Had- 


t  Afterwards,  upon  application  from  SirThomas  Temple,  feconded 
by  governor  Wmthrop  of  Conneaicut,  the  fine  was  remitted  or  wanted 
to  Sir  Tnomas  Temple,  to  be  difpofed  of  at  his  pleafure. 

1  Here  is  come,  with  Woodgreene,  one  Mr.  Davies,  a  rich  mer- 
chant,  and  there  came  with  h:m  one  Mr.  Allen,  a  young  man,  a 
very  able  teacher,  recommended  by  Mr.  Goodwin.  He  hath  taught 

.  hao""' e.rS  tlmcs  fince  he  came  Many  are  expected  this  fummer.- 
Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Biddeford,  and  his  fon,  were  fhipped  for  New- 
tngland  ;  but  an  oath  being  required  of  them  before  they  could  ?ec 
out  of  the  harbour,  they  chofe  to  die  in  prifon  rather  than  take  it.” 
V”  Ma[l%sx  lmer  10  Davenport,  July  1662.  Another  MS.  in  1662, 
jys,  1  here^  is  great  talk  of  many  minifters,  with  their  conercga- 
«  'ruS’  com!ng  «,£(  the  "ext  year,  if  room  can  be  found  for  them, 
„  u  nfre  WaS,  a  gfneral  governor,  and  a  major  genera]  chofen,  and  a 
„  b,fnoP  W!'h,  a  fuffragan  ;  but  Mr,  Norton  writes,  that  they  are  not 
yet  out  of  hopes  to  prevent  it ;  the  governor’s  name  is  Sir  Robert 
“  S-arr,  a  rank  papift.” 

**  3  ley* 
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1602  ley,  at  the  feffions  of  the  general  court,  in  May  1662, 
r  were  made  a  county  by  the  n3me  of  Hampfhire. 

1603  A  letter  was  fern,  figned  by  the  governor,  in  the 
name  of  the  geneial  court,  dated  Oct.  20,  1 66 j ,  to 
Dodior  John  Owen,  defiring  him  to  come  over,  and 
to  accept  the  cad  or  invitation  which  the  find  church 
in  Bofton  had  given  him,  to  become  their  teacher,  in 

the  room  or  Mr.  Norton  ;  but  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  §. 

1664  In  1664,  the  people  of  New-England  were  furprized 
with  the  appearance  of  a  very  large  cornet,  which  conti¬ 
nued  from  the  17th  of  November,  until  the  4th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  following.  At  firft,  it  appeared  in  the  eaft 
bearded,  afterwards,  in  the  weft  with  a  tail.  They  were 
not  alone  in  their  opinion,  that  comets  were  omens  of 
great  evils.  So  judicious  a  writer  2s  SJeidan  obferves, 
that  a  comet  was  feen  all  the  month  of  Auguft  preceding 
the  October  when  Zuinglius  was  (lain  ;  he  adds,  that 
the  Queen- Mother  of  France  died  about  the  fame  time. 
One  had  appeared  juft  before  Mr.  Cotton’s  death.  The 
death  of  their  aged  governor,  and  the  troubles  the  co¬ 
lony  met  with  the  next  year,  from  the  King’s  commit 
fioners,  tended  to  confirm  people  in  their  opinion. 
The  aurora  borealis,  and  even  eciipfes,  in  former  ages 
have  been  deemed  prodigies  and  of  ill  omen 

1665  profecution,  I  find  upon  record,  of  any  of 
the  people  called  anabaptifts,  was  in  the  year  1665.  Wil¬ 
liam  Turner,  Thomas  Gold,  Edward  Drinker,  John 
George,  and  Thomas  Ofborne,  were  charged  before  the 
governor  and  other  magiftrates,  with  “  gathering  them- 

§  Capt.  Gookin,  one  of  the  aftiftants,  in  a  letter  dated  July  1666* 

'  fays,  Doctor  Owen,  and  feme  choice  ones  who  intended  to  come 
with  him  in  Mr,  Pierce,  are  diverted,  and  that,  not  from  hopes 
“  of  better  times  there,  but  from  fears  of  worie  here ;  which  fome 
4<  new  counfels,  there  acting,  gave  them  occafion  for,  fo  that  in  aH 
44  probability,  a  new  cloud  is  gathering,  and  a  ftorm  preparing  for 
“  us,’* 

f  Coelum  vifum  eft  aidere  plurimo  igni,  portentaque  alia  aut  ob» 
veriaU  ccuiis,  aut  vana  exterritis  ollentavers  fpecies.  Liv. 
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felves  into  a  pretended  church  ftate*,  in  oppofition  to  the  1665 
order  of  the  churches  in  Chrift  in  the  colony,  and  inter- 
mediing  with  thofe  holy  appointments  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
which  are  proper  only  to  office  truft.33  They  confefied 
they  had  joined  in  a  church  fociety,  that  they  had  been 
rebaptized,  and  that  one  of  them  adrniniftred  the  Lord’s 
iupper.  They  were  admonifhed,  and  threatned  that  if 
they  continued  to  meet  and  pradhfe  contrary  to  the  order 
of  the  gofpel,  the  court  would  proceed  againfl  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  demerits.  They  perfevered  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  and  were  fen te need  by  the  court  to  be  disfranchised,  if 
they  were  freemen  •,  and  if  they  (till  continued  their  prac¬ 
tice,  to  be  committed  to  prifon,  upon  conviction  before  one 
magiflrate,  until  the  general  court  fhouidtakefurtherorder; 
and  fome  time  after,  they  wereimprifoned  and  baniflhed.  Ni - 
timur  in  vetitum  was  verified  in  this  proceeding,  as  it  ufually 
is  in  the  like  cafes.  Severity  made  converts,  and  then  it  was 
thought  advileabie  to  ceafe  from  further  profecutions  -f\ 

The 

*  •  • 

*  This  feverity  was  difagreeable  to  many.  A  petition  to  the  court 
was  figned  by  Capt.  Hutchmfon,  Capt.  Odver,  and  others  in  1668, 
for  favour  to  Thomas  Gold  and  the  reft,  but  it  gave  offence,  and 
iome  of  the  petitioners  were  obliged  to  acknow!edge°tbeir  fault ;  fome 
expreftions  in  the  petition  being  conftrued  reproachful,  and  the  chief 
promoters  were  fined.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather  writes  to  his  brother 
at  Northampton,  July  3d  5663,  this  town  is  lately  congregated 
a  church  of  anabaptills.  They  take  advantage  from*  the  commif- 

fioners,  who  declared  that  they  would  have  liberty  aiven  to  all  forts 
and  feds  of  men.”  0 

f  This  w ;  s  not  the  lirft  appearance  of  antipnedobaptlfm  in  the  co- 
on).  Mr.  Dtnftar,  the  prefident  of  the  college,  made  profeftion  of 
Jt,  and  was  forced  to  quit  his  preftdentfhip.  Mr.  Chauncey,  his  fuc- 
cdior,  held  immerfion  neceffary,  but  was  content  that  the  ordinance 
ihould  be  adrmmftred  to  infants,  provided  it  was  done  in  that  way.  la 
1  looker  s  time,  foon  after  the  year  1640,  it  appears  by  his  letters, 
that  many  were  inclined  that  way,  and  he  exprdfes  his  apprehenfions 
that  the  number  would  increafe.  “  In  1644.  one  Painter,  for  re- 
iuliug  to  let  his  child  be  baptized,  (his  wife  defiring  it)  was  brought 
before  the  court,  where  he  declared  their  baptifm  to  be  antichriftian. 
rie  was  fen  te  need  to  be  whipped,  which  he  bore  without  flinching, 
am  oaited  that  God  had  a  Tided  him.  His  neighbours  gave  him  the 
chara&er  of  an  idle  lying  fellow.”  (Hubbard,) 
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665  ^!!fiapti!j.s  !"  En§,and  were  diftinguiihed  at  this  time 
<4  h  'F 1  jns'  r  4  Such  as  look  upon  all  who  had  not 

«;  £e!n  baptlZeLd’  ffter  they  came  to  aduIt  age,  as  little 
<c  e  ter  than  heathens,  and  will  not  join  in  prayer  with 

#€  t  le  moft  e^inent  congregational  minifters,  if  they 
-  were  providentially  in  a  family  together.  Others  are 
<6  !.  moderate  men,  and  manifett  the  power  of  god- 
1  in  els  in  their  conventions,  and  thefe,  upon  ou^oc- 
<c  Jafl0na'  meetings  we  join  hand  in  heart  with,  and  call 

'0me  °}  .  tbe*P  out  t0  Pray  with  us,  and  we  would  not 
in  ?ls  dT,fferen^e  in  judgment  between  us  make  the 
%  ca^  breacb  in  affe&ion,  for  many  of  thole,  we  look 
J  uPon  to  be  eminent  precious  holy  men.  We  have  a 
“  thlrd  lort>  buc  tbt7  are  not  many  (and  mod  of  them 
ai  ^ondon)  tbac  take  into  fellowship  thole  that  are 
gocuy,  and  defire  to  join  with  them,  though  they 
<C  c°me  not  up  to  be  baptized,  and  walk  lovingly  to^e- 
t^ei  .  'I  he  fir  ft  baptiils  of  the  Maflachufets  are  re- 
prefented,  by  the  writers  of  that  day,  to  have  been  of 
the  fame  principles  with  thole  firft  deferibed.  Some  of 
them  were  not  fo.  I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  not  many 
years  after  this  time,  from  Mr.  Miles,  the  baptift  minifter 
at  Swanzy,  to  one  of  the  congregational  minifters  at 
Boflon,  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  and 
urges  chriftian  concord,  charity  and  love,  although  they 
did  not  agree  in  every  point,  "  ° 

TVlr.  vVeflgate,  who  had  been  in  New-England,  writes  from  Harle- 
llene,  51I1  2d  month  1653,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lake,  a  merchant  of  note 
m  £>oiton,  “Fray  inform  me,  in  your  next,  whether  Mr.  Cotton  be’ 
2  ,vc>  and  ne  be  cead,  what  fupply  the  church  have  in  his  Head, 
and^how  tne  (late  of  it  Hands ;  and  ajfo  the  Hate  of  the  other  church 
in  1  ou  n,  oi  wnich  i  can  hear  nothing.  Inform  me  whether  th^ 
nu.noe.-  of  thclc  that  oppofe  baptizing  of  infants  increafe,  and  how 
“  h  is  taken  by  the  magiftrates  and  churches,  and  who  of  BoRon 
“  church  declare  thernfelves  that  way.” 

V/hen  the  proceedings  again!!  the  congregationalills  in  England 
were  complained  of,  they  were  told  by  Dr.  Stillingfieet,  that" they 
were  juftified  by  the  proceedings  of  their  brethren  in  New-England, 
againit  di /Tenters  from  the  dlablifhed  wor/hip  there.  Still,  n.ifch.  of 

federation . 

#  Mr.  Weftgate’s  letter  to  Mr.  Increafe  Mather. 
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In  the  year  1664,  the  line  between  the  Maffachufets  1665 
and  Plimouth  was  fully  and  amicably  fettled  and  ran,  by 
a  committee  from  each  colony,  their  return  being  ac-* 
cepted  by  the  general  court  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  recorded  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  general 
court  of  Plimouth  colony  accepted  it  likewife 

From  the  reiteration  until  the  vacating  the  charter, 
the  colony  never  flood  well  in  England  ;  the  principal 
perfons,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  were  never  without 
fearful  expectations  of  being  deprived  of  their  privileges. 

The  years  1664  and  1663  afforded  them  greater  occafioa 
for  fears  than  they  had  met  with  at  any  time  before 
In  the  fpring  of  1664,  intelligence  was  brought  that  fe- 
veral  men  of  war  were  coming  from  England,  and  feve- 
ral  gentlemen  of  didinftion  aboard  them.  As  foon  as  the 
general  court  met  in  May,  they  ordered  the  captain  of 
the  cafile  to  give  the  fpeedieft  notice,  upon  fight  of  the 
fhips,  to  the  governor  and  deputy  governor,  appointed 
a  committee  to  repair  on  board  to  prefent  the  refpefts  of 
the  court  to  the  gentlemen,  and  to  acquaint  them,  that 
it  was  the  defire  of  the  authority  of  the  place,  that  drift 
orders,  fhould  be  given  to  the  under  officers  and  foldiers, 
in  their  coming  afhore  to  refrefh  themfelves,  at  no  time 
to  exceed  a  convenient  number,  and  thole  without  arms, 
and  to  behave  themfelves  orderly,  and  to  give  no  offence 
to  the  people  and  laws  of  the  place.  This  was  no  more 
than  a  prudent  precaution,  confidering  how  drift  the 
Jaws  were  againd  all  immoralities,  the  fenfe  the  magi- 


Although  there  have  been  difputes  concerning  this  line  fmee  the 
pretent  charter,  between  the  proprietors  of  the  towns  in  the  countv  of 
Fhmoiith  and  Suffolk  which  were  bounded  by  the  colony  lines,  ye  c'  the 
anon  jrom  w  ence  tney  then  began  to  run,  has  never  been  doubted. 

f6  r  a^.  *n  t^ie^r  return>  We  all  mutually  agreed  uoon  the 

„  ^  ltatl0n>  having  meafured  three  miles  foutherly  of  the  fouthern- 

tioned  °  r*ver* ?  Shades  river  being  juft  before  men'* 

ut^n  L^e  fear  T^4»  d*e  wheat  through  the  colony  was  fpoiled  by 

•  °r  e‘v*  7!?1S  *S  rePre^ente^  as  a  new  or  unufua)  thine,  but 
^ontmued  more  or  lefs  for  divers  years  together,  until  the  people  were 

cxcZT't  r  fow,n*nbm  li«|e  wheat  having  been  Lfed  iince, 
except  in  the  towns  upon  Conne&icut  river. 

drates 
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1665  ftrates  had  of  their  obligations  to  execute  them  upon  all 
offenders  without  diftin&ion,  the  certainty  that  the  crews 
of  men  of  war  would  offend,  and  the  danger  of  tumults, 
quarrels  and  bloodfhed,  when  they  fhould  be  brought  to 
punilhment.  Preparation  was  likewife  made,  for  receiv¬ 
ing  and  entertaining  the  gentlemen  in  the  belt  manner. 

A  day  of  fatting  and  prayer  *  was  appointed  to  be  ob- 
ferved  throughout  the  jurifdidtion,  to  implore  the  mercy 
of  God  to  them  under  their  many  diftraflions  and  troubles, 
according  as  they  fhould  ftand  in  need.  And  apprehend¬ 
ing  it  to  be  of  great  concernment,  that  the  patent  or 
charter  fhould  be  kept  fafe  and  fecret,  they  ordered  the 
fecrerary  to  bring  it  into  court  and  to  deliver  it,  together 
with  a  duplicate,  to  four  of  the  court  who  were  direfled 
to  difpofeof  them  as  might  be  mod  fafe  for  the  country. 

The  flips  arrived,  Saturday  the  23d  of  July,  with 
Col.  Richard  Nichols  and  George  Cartwright,  Efq;  J 
who,  together  with  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Samuel  Ma¬ 
verick,  Efq;  had  received  a  commiffion  §  from  the  King 
for  reducing  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhados,  vifiting  the 
colonies  in  New-England,  hearing  and  determining  all 
matters  of  complaint,  and  fettling  the  peace  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  country,  any  three  or  two  of  them  to  be  a 
quorum,  Col.  Nichols  during  his  life  being  one.  At 
their  defire,  the  governor  ordered  a  meeting  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  on  Tuefday  the  26th.  The  commiffioners  laid  their 
commiffion  before  the  council,  with  the  King’s  letter  of 
the  23d  of  April,  and  part  of  an  inftrudtion  referring  to 
the  reducing  the  Manhados,  and  propofed  the  raifing  fuch 

-  \  -X 

*  This  was  their  pra$ice,  upon  every  important  occafion.  Their 
dependance  upon  thefe  days,  however,  was  not  fuch  as  caufed  them 
to  negledl  any  other  means  in  their  power  for  promoting  the  public 
weal.  Modern  hiftorians  cenfure  this  conduct  as  weaknefs.  Cato  only 
cenfured  the  ancient  Romans  for  not  joining  their  endeavours  to  their 
prayers.  “  Ubi  focordiae  tete  atque  ignavire  tradideris,  nequicquam 
deos  implores,  irati  infeftique  funt.”  Cato  apud  Salufl. 

f  Mr.  Bellingham,  Maj.  Gen.  Leveret,  Capt.  Clark,  and  Capt. 
Jchnfon.  ✓ 

J  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Mr.  Maverick  arrived  at  Pifcataqua  about  the 
fame  time. 

§  appendix* 
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a  number  of  men  as  the  country  could  fpare,  to  begin  1665 
their  march  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  promifing,  that  if  in 
the  mean  time  they  coin’d  prevail  by  treaty  or  any  nearer 
afiiftance,  they  would  flop  the  progrefs  of  railing  or 
marching  the  men. 

The  council  gave  their  anfwcr,  that  they  would  caufe 
the  general  court  to  a  fie  mb!  e  the  3d  of  Auguft  and  com¬ 
municate  the  propofal  to  them.  The  commiffioners  then 
acquainted  the  council,  that  there  were  many  more  things 
to  lignify  to  them  at  their  return  from  Manhados,  and 
the  council  was  defired,  in  the  mean  time,  further  to  con- 
fider  of  his  Majcfty’s  letter  to  the  colony,  June  283  1 66 2, 
and  to  give  a  more  fatisfa&ory  anfwcr  than  formerly. 

The  commiffioners  then  proceeded  to  the  Manhados. 

The  court  affembled  at  the  time  appointed.  They 
firft  reiolved,  u  that  they  would  bear  faith  and  true  alle¬ 
giance  to  hisMajefty,  and  adhere  to  their  patent,  fo  dearly 
obtained,  and  fo  long  enjoyed  by  undoubted  right,  in  the 
fight  of  God  and  men  And  then  refolved  to  raife  a 
number,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  men,  at  the  charge  of 
the  colony,  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice  againft  the  Dutch. 

The  men  were  railed,  but  the  place  furrendring  upon  ar¬ 
ticles,  no  orders  were  given  for  them  to  march  *.  The 
court,  in  the  next  place,  confidered  of  his  Majefty’s  letter 
of  1 66 2,  and  repealed  the  law  relating  to  the  admiftion  of 
freemen,  and,  inflead  of  it,  provided  another  that  allowed 
Englifh  fubjefts,  being  freeholders,  rateable  to  a  certain 
value,  certified  by  the  minifter  of  the  place  to  be  orthodox, 
and  not  vicious  in  their  fives,  to  be  made  freemen,  al¬ 
though  not  members  of  the  church.  The  other  parts  of 
the  letter  were  referred  until  the  commiffioners  return. 


3*  7  homps  Ciaik  and  John  Pynchon,  as  commiffioners  from  the 
Maftachufets,  attended  the  King’s  commiffioners  to  Manhados.  The 
Manhados  furrendered  the  27th  Aug.  1664;  the  inhabitants  becoming 
Englifh  fubjects,  and  being  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  eftates  and 
many  of  their  privileges.  Stuyefant,  the  Dutch  governor,  alio  be¬ 
coming  fubjeft  to  the  Englifh  government.  I  have  the  copy  of  a  letter 
fent  to  him  from  the  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  requiring  him  to 
come  home  and  give  a  more  fatisfactory  account,  by  word  of  mouth, 
than  he  had  done  by  his  letters. 


/ 
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l665  r  They  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  fet ting 
forth  the  purchafe  of  the  foil  from  the  council  of  PJi- 
rnouth  ;  the  charter  from  King  Charles  the  firft  ;  the 
great  charge  they  had  been  at  in  tranlporting  themlelves 
and  families  ;  in  •  purchafing  lands  of  the  natives,  arid 
ettling  the  colony  ;  his  Majefty’s  explicit  confirmation 
or  their  privileges,  &c.  they  then  exprefs  their  grief,  in 
having  tour  perfons  lent  over,  one  of  them  their  known 
and  profeffed  enemy  with  fuch  extraordinary  powers, 
by  means  whereof  they  were  like  to  be  fubjefted  to  the 
arbitrary  power  of  ftrangers,  proceeding  not  by  any  efta- 
bli flied  law  but  their  own  difcretion  •,  and  being  thus 
fubjedted  to  complaints,  appeals,  and  the  determinations 
or  new  judges,  the  government  and  adminiftration  would 
be  made  void  and  of  no  efiedt ;  and  although  they  had 
but  tafted  of  the  words  and  actions  of  the  gentlemen, 
yet  they  had  enough  to  fatisfy  them,  that  the  powers, 
given  by  the  commiffion,  would  be  improved  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  their  all ;  that  if  things  went  on  according  to 
the  prefen t  appearance,  they  muft  either  feek  new  dwel¬ 
lings  or  fink  under  intolerable  burdens  ;  the  inhabitants 
would  be  ciriven  to  they  knew  not  what  extremities,  and 
a  hopeful  plantation  ruined;  that  if  any  profit  was  ex- 
pedled  by  the  King,  or  by  new  rulers  impofed  upon  them, 
they  would  be  difappointed,  the  country  being  poor  and 
but  juft  affording  fubfiftence  ;  that  if  the  people  fhould 
be  drove  out  of  the  country  (for  to  a  coalition  they  would 
never  come)  it  would  be  hard  to  find  another  people  that 
would  ft, ay  long  in  it ;  that  the  body  of  the  people  was 
fatisfied  with  the  prefent  government;  that  there  was  no 
government  under  heaven,  where  there  were  no  difcon- 
tented  perfons;  that  there  were  but  few  among  them,  and 
ft  wer  that  had  caufe  to  be  fo.  They  appeal  to  God,  that 
they  came  not  into  this  wildernefs  to  leek  great  things 
for  themfe|ves,  but  for  the  fake  of  a  quiet  life.  They 
profefs  their  fubjeftion  to  his  Majefty,  and  willingnefs  to 
teftify  their  dutiful  affeftion  in  any  righteous  way  ;  but 
it  was  a  great  unhappinefs  to  be  reduced  to  the  hard  cafe 

*  Maverick. 


of 


MASSAC  HUSET  S-B  A  Y.  233 

of  having  no  other  way  of  doing  it,  but  by  deftroying  1663 
their  own  being,  which  nature  taught  them  to  preferve, 
or  yielding  up  their  liberties,  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives ;  which  if  they  had  had  any  reafon  to  fcxpedt, 
they  would  not  have  wandered  from  their  fathers’  houfes 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  •,  a  royal  donation  from  fo  great  a 
Prince  being  the  greateft  fecurity  in  human  affairs.  They 
fent  letters,  humbly  to  fue  for  favour,  to  feveral  of  the 
nobility,  and  among  others,  to  the  Lord  Clarendon,  from 
whom  they  had  an  unfavourable  anfwer  *. 

The  Dutch  being  reduced,  Nichols  remained  at  New- 
York,  the  other  commiffioners  returned  to  Soft  on  the 
1 5th  of  February,  and  acquainted  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil,  that  the  next  day  they  fhould  go  to  Plimouth,  to  de¬ 
liver  the  King’s  letter  to  that  government,  and  defired 
orders  might  be  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  to  affemble 
together  the  next  elebtion  day  *,  to  which  it  was  anfwered, 
that  all  were  at  their  liberty,  but  the  reafon  of  fuch  a 
motion  they  could  not  fee  into,  nor  fhould  they  encou¬ 
rage  it,  not  only  on  account  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feafon, 
but  becaufe  the  wives  and  children  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  people,  together  with  many  aged  perfons,  muft  be 
left  expofed  to  the  rage  of  the  natives.  To  which  Cart¬ 
wright  replied,  “  that  the  motion  was  fo  reafonable,  that 
he  that  would  not  attend  to  it  was  a  traitor.”  This  was 
rough  ufage,  and  could  have  no  good  confluences.  The 
commiffioners  fent  letters,  in  their  own  name,  about  the 
country,  to  invite  the  people  to  affemble. 

Having  difpatched  their  bufinefs  at  Plimouth  ff,  they 
went  to  the  Naraganfet  country,  and  at  Warwick,  held 

their 

*  appendix. 

+  His  Majefties  commiffioners  propofitions  to  Plimouth  jurifdi&ion. 

WE  were  comaundcd,  particularly  to  rccomend.  thele  tliinges 
to  you  from  his  Majeftye. 

1.  That  all  houieholders,  inhahitinge  in  your  colonye,  take  the  oath 

of  allegiance.  And  that  your  adminiftrations  of  juiiice  be  in  his  Ma- 
jcftyes  name. 

2.  That  all  men  of  competent  elfates  and  civil!  converfation,  thought 
o  different  judgment,  may  be  admitted  to  be  freemen,  and  haue  li¬ 
berty  to  choofe  and  be  choofen  officers,'  both  civil!  and  military.  • 

3.  That 


1665  their  court,  made  enquiry  into  the  titles  of  lands  there, 
and  made  divers  determinations,  which  had  no  long  effe£l, 
and  came  privately  and  feparatelv  to  Bofion,  the  latter  end 

of 

3.  That  all  men  and  woemen,  of  orthodoxs  opinions,  competent 
eftates,  knowledge,  civiil  lines  and  not  fcandalous,  may  be  admitted 
to  the  facr ament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  and  their  children  to  baptiime 
[if  they  defire  it]  either  by  adinittinge  them  into  the  congregation  al¬ 
ready  gathered,  or  permittinge  them  to  gather  themfelves  into  fuch  con¬ 
gregations,  where  they  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  facrament,  and  that 
difference  in  opinion  may  not  breaks  the  bonds  of  peace  and  charity. 

4.  That  all  lavves  and  expreilions  in  lavves,  derogatory  to  his  Ma* 
jefty,  if  any  fuch  haue  beene  made  in  thefe  partes,  in  the  laite  trouble* 
lome  tymes,  may  be  repealed,  altered  and  taken  off  from  the  file. 

The  Courts  anfwer. 

1.  To  the  firft  we  confent ;  it  haueing  been  the  practife  of  this 
court,  in  the  firfl  place  to  infert  in  the  oath  of  fidelity,  required  of  every 
houfeholder,  to  be  true  and  loyall  to  our  foveraigne  Lord  the  King, 
his  heires  and  fucceffors :  alfoe  to  adminifter  all  ables  of  juflice  in  his 
Majeffyes  name. 

2.  To  the  fecond  we  2lfoe  confent ;  it  haueing  beene  our  conflant 
pradlife,  to  ddmitt  men  of  competent  eftates,  and  civiil  converfation, 
though  of  different  judgments,  yet  beinge  otherwife  orihodoxe,  to  be 
freemen,  and  to  haue  liberty  to  choofe  and  to  be  choofen  officers,  both 
civiil  and  military. 

4.  To  the  4th  we  confent ;  that  all  lawes  and  exprefiions  of  Jawes, 
derogatory  to  his  Majeftye,  [if  any  fuch  be  found  amongft  us,  which 
at  prefent  we  are  not  conlcious  of]  fhall  be  repealed,  altered  and  taken 
off  the  ffe. 

3.  To  the  3d ;  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  high  favour 
from  God  and  from  our  Soveraigne,  that  we  may  enjoy  our  confciences 
in  point  of  God’s  worfhip,  the  main  end  of  tranfplanting  ourfelves 
into  thefe  remote  corners  of  the  earth  ;  and  fliould  moil  heartily  re¬ 
joice,  that  all  our  neighbours,  fo  qualified  as  in  that  propolition, 
would  adjoins  themfelves  to  our  focieties  according  to  the  order  of  the 
gofpel,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  facraments  to  themfelves  and  theirs ; 
but  if  thro’  different  perfwafions,  refpe&ing  church  government,  it 
cannot  be  obtained,  we  would  not  deny  a  liberty  to  any,  according 
to  the  proposition,  that  are  truly  confcientious,  altho’  differing  from 
us  (specially  where  his  Majeftye  commands  it)  they  maintaining  an 
able  preaching  miniftry  for  carrying  on  of  publick  fabbath  worfhip, 
which,  we  doubt  not,  is  his  Majeftyes  intent,  and  withdraw  not  from 
paying  their  clue  proportions  of  maintenance  to  fuch  minifters  as  are 
orderly  fettled  in  the  places  where  they  live,  until  they  have  one  of 
their  ovvne,  and  that  in  fuch  places,  as  are  capable  of  maintaining  the 

worfhip 
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of  April,  and  fo  prevented,  defignedly  as  was  fuppcfed,  1665 
that  refpeft  which  was  intended  to  have  been  fhewn  them 
at  their  arrival.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  died  the 
15th  of  March  1665.  Mr.  Bellingham,  the  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  with  fome  of  the  magi (t rates  affembled,  as  ufual, 
the  2d  of  May,  the  day  before  the  election,  to  prepare 
for  the  bufinefs  of  the  next  day.  The  commiffioners  de¬ 
fied  to  fpeak  with  them,  which  though  at  firft  they  re- 
fufed,  being  no  court,  yet  when  it  was  urged  by  the 
commiffioners,  it  was  lubmitted  to.  five  writings  were 
delivered,  as  part  of  their  inftru&ions.  The  firft,  ex- 
preffing  “  the  great  kindnefs  of  the  King  for  the  colony, 
and  his  defire  to  advanctra  plantation,  which  had  given 
fo  good  an  example  of  fobriety  and  induftry  to  all  others.” 

i  he  fecond,  declaring,  “  that  the  King  was  fo  far 
from  any  thought  of  abridging,  that  he  was  very  ready 
to  enlarge  all  the  conceffions  made  by  his  royal  father  in 

the  charter,  or  to  make  any  alterations  for  the  profperitv 
of  the  colony.”  r  1 

The  third,  “  that  the  principal  end  of  their  journey, 
was,,  to  remove  all  jealoufies  the  King  might  have  of  the 
loyaity  and  afiedtions  of  his  good  fubjefts  towards  him 
or  which  they  might  have  of  his  good  opinion  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  them,  and  his  protedlion  over  them.” 


worth  ip  of  God.  in  two  diftinft  congregations.  We  being  greatly  In. 
couraged  by  his  Majeftyes  gracious  exprefhons,  in  his  lettcrfo  us,  and 
your  honours  further  afiurance  of  his  royal  purpofe  to  continue  our  li¬ 
berties  'hat  where  places,  by  reafon  of  our  paucity  and  poverty  are 

alre^d^  h  tW0’nK  nn?C  ,ntended>  that  Aich  congregations  as  are 
already  in  being  fliould  be  rooted  out,  but  their  liberties  preferved, 

.ere  being  other  places  to  accommodate  men  of  different  perfwafiom, 

.A"  “  hy  'hemlelves,  which,  by  our  knowne  experience,  tends 

uoft  to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  charity. 

,„3^e  j’  between  'l16  4  colonies,  was  not  with  any  intent  (that 
•Vhef.We  heard  C3ft  off  our  dependance  upon  England,  a  thing 

lwkerterl};abhT ;  inreatins  «> -believe  ^ 

ve  ipeak  as  in  the  prefence  of  God. 


t 


'Jew-Plimouth, 

May  4,  1665. 


Ly  order  of  the  general  court  for 
the  ju nidi <St ion  of  Nevv-Plimouth, 
per  me  Nathanael  Morton,  fecr. 

The 
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665  The  fourth,  “that,  by  this  means,  the  defigns  of 
wicked  and  feditious  perfons  would  be  difappointed,  and 
a  foundation  laid  tor  mutual  confidence  and  fatisfadtion ; 
the  King  would  look  upon  his  colony  of  the  Mafiachu- 
Jets  within  the  fame  limits  of  ath diion,  duty  and  obedience 
to  his  perfon  and  government  as  Kent  or  Yorktoire, 
and  they  again  would  have  the  fame  confidence  of  his 
care  and  protection  as  the  others  had,  and  all  have  great 
reaion  to  acknowledge  the  good  effedls,  which  by  Gocfs 
bleffing  would  proceed  from  this  commiffion.55  Thefe 
were  given  as  from  his  Majefty. 

The  fifth,  was  a  meffage  of  their  own,  “  affuring  the 
council,  in  his  Majefty  5s  name,  that  whatever  had  been 
granted  by  his  royal  predeceflbr,  or  promifed  by  himfelf, 
fhould  to  the  utmoft  be  made  good  \  and  defiring,  they 
might  have  no  juft  caufe  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty  any 
thing  which  might  feem  to  come  fhort  of  that  juft  duty 
and  allegiance,  which  might  merit  his  Majefty’s  favour.5* 
They  then  acquainted  the  council  with  the  favourable  re- 
prefentation  they  had  made  to  his  Majefty,  of  the  readi- 
nefs  of  the  colony  to  have  affifted  in  the  expedition 
againft  the  Dutch,  if  it  had  been  neceflary 

Before  there  was  an  opportunity  for  an  anfwer,  they 
acquainted  the  deputy  governor,  and  the  reft,  with  two 
other  inrtrudlions ;  one  “  for  publifhing  the  letters  which 
had  been  fent  to  the  King,  with  the  anfwers  to  them  ” 
the  other,  “  for  laying  before  the  commiffioners  a  map 
or  plan  of  the  colony,  that  they  might  hear  and  deter¬ 
mine  all  claims  made  by  fuch  as  bordered  upon  it.3, 

I  hey  alfo  complained  of  ftanderous  reports  about  the 
country,  that  they  'were  come  to  raife  a  revenue  of  5000  /. 
a  year  for  the  King,  to  lay  12  d .  per  acre  annual  rent  on 
all  improved  lands,  &c. 

*  Mr.  Smithy  in  his  hillory  of  New-York,  fays,  that  Col.  Nicolls 
and  Sir  George  Carterett,  in  their  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  com¬ 
plain  much  of  the  backwardnefs  of  the  MafTachufets.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  men,  its  certain,  were  railed  and  ready  to  march  with  great  ex¬ 
pedition. 
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As  fodn  as  the  eledion  was  over,  viz.  on  the  4th  of  166$ 
May,  thefe  matters  were  laid,  by  the  governor,  before 
the  general  court.  The  commiffioners  were  imme¬ 
diately  defired  to  communicate,  to  the  court,  the  whole 
which  his  Majefty  had  given  in  command  to  declare  to 
them,  that  fo  they  might  have  their  whole  work  before 
them  ;  but  they  replied,  that  they  would  not  obferve 
that  method,  but  when  they  had  an  anfwer  to  what 
they  had  given  in,  they  would  then  prefent  them  with 
more  work.  The  refufal  itfelf  was  not  fo  difpleafing  as 
the  terms  and  manner  in  which  it  was  exprefied  and  de¬ 
livered. 

The  5th,  the  court  gave  their  anfwer  in  fubftance  as 
follows;  referving  liberty  to  enlarge  afterwards  if  there 
fhould  be  caufe,  viz. 

#  c<  That  they  acknowledged,  with  all  humble  thanks, 
his  Majefty’s  grace  and  favour,  in  his  letters  and  mel- 
fages,  and  they  would  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  to 
fhewjjieir  duty  and  loyalty  to  him.55 
•  “  That  what  relates  to  the  Dutch  being  fully  ac- 
complifhed,  no  further  anfwer  could  be  expeded,  only 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  favourable  reprefentation 
which  the  commiffioners  had  made  of  the  condud  of  the 
court.55  - 

cc  As  to  a  map  of  the  colony,  it  was  preparing,  and 
they  ffiould  foon  have  fatisfadion  therein.55 

“  That  his  Majefty’s  letters  had  been  laid  before  the 
court,  and  fo  had  the  papers  received  from  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  and  copies  were  fpread  about  the  country,  and 
if  the  commiffioners  defired  any  further  publication,  they 
would  endeavour  their  fatisfadion.55 

tc  That  they  were  willing  to  advife  with  the  commif¬ 
fioners  upon  the  bed  way  of  putting  a  ftop  to  all  fa  I  fe  ru¬ 
mours,  and  finally,  that  their  confidence  of  his  Majefty’s 
grace  and  favour  and  royal  intentions  to  them,  being  fur¬ 
ther  cheriffied  by  the  commiffioners,  would  undoubtedly 
draw  from  them  more  ample  expreffions  and  demonftra- 
tionsof  duty,  loyalty  and  good  affedion  to  his  Majefty, 
according  as  by  their  patent  they  were  bound.55 

CL 
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l66g  To  this  anfwer,  the  cornmiffloners  replied. 

That  to  the  preface,  “  they  defired  the  court  to  im- 
prove  the  liberty  refer ved  of  enlarging,  &c.55 

To  the  firft  head,  <c  That  the  opportunity,  they  Teemed 
fo  willing  to  lay  hold  of,  was  now  brought  to  their  hands.” 

To  the  fecond,  cc  That  nothing  further  Was  neceffury.” 

To  the  third,  <c  That  many  things  of  great  moment 
could  not  be  iffued,  until  a  perfedt  map  Was  had.” 

To  the  fourth,  “  That  they  would  not  aggravate  any 
negledt,  but  they  hoped,  the  general  court,  by  pradticat 
aflertions  of  duty,  would  give  his  Majefty  fatisfadtion 
upon  the  points  contained  in  the  letter  of  1662,  which 
had  fo  long  flept  in  fome  hands.” 

To  the  fifth,  “  They  were  fully  perfuaded,  the  printing 
the  refults  and  conclufions  which  fliould  be  made  on  his 
Majefty’s  part,  and  the  part  of  the  colony,  would  filence 
all  thofe  falfe  and  malicious  reports  which  they  expedted 
ihould  be  enquired  into.55 

To  the  conclufion,  “  That  although  their  patent  laid 
them  under  peculiar  obligation,  yet  it  did  not  circum- 
fcribe  all  that  duty  and  allegiance  Which  Was  due  to  his 
Majefty  from  natural  born  fubjedts,  and  which  they  them- 
felves,  in  former  papers,  had  more  fully  expreffed.” 

The  fame  day,  the  commiffieners  communicated  other 
parts  of  their  inftrudlions,  viz. 

“  That  they  fhould  inform  themfelves  of  the  ftate  of 
the  neighbouring  Indian  Princes,  and  enquire  what  treaties 
had  been  made  between  them  and  any  of  the  King’s  fub¬ 
jedls,  and  if  there  had  been  any  failure,  on  the  part  of 
any  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedls,  the  commiffidtiers  fhould 
take  effedlual  courfe,  that  reparation  and  iatisfaftion  be 
made  for  any  injury  ftiftained  thereby,  and  ufe  all  ways 
and  means  to  let  thofe  Princes,  and  other  Indians,  know 
of  his  Majefty’s  charge,  &c.55 

The  commiffioners  informed  the  court  of  great  com¬ 
plaints  received  from  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  and  defired 
to  be  advifed  how  they  fhould  attain  a  true  information, 
that  they  might  do  juftice,  and  give  the  King  a  juft  ac¬ 
count,  &c. 

u  That 
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‘‘  *  ■  1 

€C  That  they  fhould  make  due  inquiry,  what  progrefs  1665 
had  been  towards  the  foundation  and  maintenance  of  any 
college  or  fchools,  for  the  education  of  youth  and  con- 
verfion  of  infidels,  the  King  having  taken  abundant  fa- 
tisfadion  in  the  accounts  he  had  received,  of  the  defigns 
of  the  colony  herein,  which  he  hoped  would  draw  a  blef- 
-fing  upon  all  their  other  undertakings.55 

“  That  they  fhould  not  give  too  eafy  an  ear  to  cla¬ 
mours  or  acculations  againft  fuch  as  then  were,  or  had 
been,  in  places  of  government,  except  from  men  of  equal 
condition  ;  and  then  they  fhould  proceed  to  examine  and 
determine,  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  without  re- 
fpetft  of  perfons  or  opinions. 49 

“  That  they  fhould  not  receive  any  complaints  againft 
a  magiftrate,  except  for  fomething  done  againft  equity  or 
againft  the  charter;  nor  interrupt  the  courle  of  juftice 
between  party  and  party,  except  the  proceedings  fhould 
,be  exprefly  contrary  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  the  charter* 
or  the  matter,  in  difference,  arofe  from  fome  exprefllon 
or  ciaufe  in  fome  grant  under  the  great  feal.  In  thofe 
cafes,  to  examine  and  proceed  according  to  juftice. 54 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  this  inftru&ion,  thecommiffioners 
acquainted  the  court,  “  they  had  received  many  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  Engiifh  of  hard  meafure  in  feveral  kinds, 
one  more  efpecially,  which  they  offered  to  communicate, 
and  dared  not  refufe  to  examine  it,  but  had  fo  much 
refpefl  to  the  authority  in  the  feveral  colonies,  that  they 
would  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  the  court,  whether  ic 
fhould  be  heard  at  Providence  in  Rhode  Ifland,  or  at 
Bofton*  either  at  that  time,  or  after  the  commiffioners 
return  from  the  eaftward,  where  they  were  going.54  This  - 
referred  to  a  criminal  profecution  againft  one  John  Por¬ 
ter,  jun.  to  whom  they  had  granted  a  warrant  of  protec¬ 
tion  as  it  was  termed. 

i  hat,  in  due  fcalon,  they  fhould  inquire  how  far 
the  particulars,  required  by  the  King’s  letter  cf  1662, 
had  been  complied  with,4’  as  firft, 

“  Tjkat  all  perfons  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 45 

2  2d,  “  That 


/ 
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1665  2d,  cc  7  hat  all  procefs,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice, 

be  performed  in  our  name.” 

3C^  “  I  hat  Inch  as  defire  to  ufe  the  book  of  Common 
prayer,  be  permitted  fo  to  do,  without  incurring  any  pe¬ 
nalty,  reproach,  or  difadvantage,  it  being  very  fcandalous, 
that  any  perfons  fhould  be  debarred  the  txercife  of  their 
religion  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England, 
by  thofe  who  were  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  being  of 
what  profeffion  or  religion  they  pleated.” 

4th,  “  That  perfons  of  good  and  honeft  converfation 
might  enjoy  the  privilege,  of  chufing  and  being  chole 
into  places  of  government  and  the  like.” 

The  commiffibners  defired  they  might  be  enabled  to  give 
the  King  fuch  information,  as  fhould  be  fully  fatisfaftory. 

The  8th  of  May  they  delivered  three  other  writings, 
as  parts  of  their  inflruftions,  viz. 

cc  That  they  fhould  duly  inquire,  whether  any  per¬ 
fons  attainted  of  high  treafon,  now  refide  there,  or  have 
been  entertained  there,  and  by  whom,,  and  what  is  be¬ 
come  of  them,  and  endeavour  to  caufe  them  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  and  tent  to  England.5’ 

<c  That  they  fhould  take  care  that  fuch  orders  be 
eftablifhed,  as  that  the  aft  of  navigation  be  punctually 
obferved,  it  being  of  infinite  concernment,  and  what  the 
hearts  of  the  whole  nation  were  fet  upon,  but  had  been 
evaded,  under  pretence  that  afts  made  in  the  aiTembly 
there,  during  the  late  rebellion,  were  in  force,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  aft  of  parliament;  an  affertion  the  King 
would  not  fuffcr  to  be  made,  but  that  al  1  fuch  afts  of  af- 
fembly  fhould  be  repealed,  taken  off  the  files,  ard  no 
more  remain  upon  record  ;  and  that  they  fhould  caufe 
juftice  to  be  done  to  Thomas  IT  an,  who  had  been  denied 
it,  in  a  profecutioq  upon  the  aft  of  parliament.” 

The  commifiloners  defired  a  book  of  the  colony  laws, 
that  they  might  examine,  &c.  and  that  any  laws,  con¬ 
trary  to  this  aft,  might  be  declared  null. 

Cfc  That  they  fhould  inform  themtelves  of  the  whole 

frame  and  conflitution  of  government,  civil  and  ecclcfiafti- 

cal, 
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cal,  the  yearly  taxes  gnd  impofitions,  the  (hipping,  the  1665 
militia,  horfe  and  foot,  fortified  towns  and  forts,  &c.” 

They  defired  forne  per  Tons  might  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  information  of  all  thole  particulars,  to  fatisfy  his 
Majefty’s  defires. 

Before  the  court  gave  anfwer  to  thefe  papers,  they 
fent  a  mefifage.  May  9th,  to  the  commiflioners,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them,  that  the  court  apprehended  their  patent  to 
be  greatly  infringed  by  the  warrant  granted  to  John  Por¬ 
ter  •,  upon  which,  the  commiflioners  defired  a  conference 
with  a  committee,  that  the  court  might  have  better  in¬ 
formation,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  held  the  11th. 

The  commiflioners  aflerted,  that  they  were  to  be  j uni¬ 
fied  by  their  commiffion  in  what  they  did,  and  that  the 
charter  was  not  infringed.  The  committee  urged,  “that 
the  general  court  had  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws,  and  provide  for  the  execution  of  them  ;  they  were 
very  ready  to  give  an  account,  to  his  Majefty,  of  all 
their  proceedings,  Whenfoever  he  required  it ;  but  it 
would  be  an  inluperable  burden,  if  the  colony  mufl  be 
brought  upon  a  level,  and  (land  with  every  criminal  upon 
whom  fentence  had  been  pafied,  at  the  bar  of  another 
tribunal,  which  their  charter  knew  nothing  of.”  The 
commiflioners  being  afked,  “  whetherthey  propofed  a  jury 
fliould  pafs  upon  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  ?”  they  replied 
fso,  theirs  was  a  conmuffion  of  oyer  and  terminer.  “  Whe¬ 
ther  they  would  admit  of  new  evidence?”  Yea.  The 
committee  then  further  urged,  “  That  they  efteemed  it 
their  greatelt  unhappinefs,  to  be  held  to  give  up  their 
privileges  by  charter,  and  the  rights  of  Englilh  men,  or 
die  be  accounted  among  fuch  as  denied  his  Majefty’s  au¬ 
thority. ”  The  commiflioners  neverthelefs  infilled  upon 
their  own  authority,  and  required  a  fubmiffion  to  it.  The 
court  then  proceeded  to  give  anfwer  to  the  other  inftruc- 
tions,  which  had  been  communicated. 

10  that  which  relates  to  the  Indians,  called  the  5th 
infti  udlion,  they  fay,  that  they  have  been  too  long  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fallehood  of  the  Naraganfet  and  other 
Indians,  to  wonder  that  they  fhould  complain  of  injuries, 

Ols  vvhea 
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^665  when  they  themfelves  were  the  aggrelfors  5  that  all  mat¬ 
ters,  relating  to  the  Indians,  had  been  managed  by  the 
commifiioners  of  the  united  colonies,  and  their  records 
might  be  examined.” 

To  the  next  or  fixth  inftrudion,  <c  That  there  is  a  fmall 
college  at  Cambridge,  from  which,  they  might  fay  with¬ 
out  boafting,  more  than  an  hundred  able  preachers,  phy- 
jficians,  and  other  ufeful  perfons  had  iffued  j  for  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  foundation  and  benefadions,  they  referred 
to  the  prefident  and  fellows ;  that  the  country  was  well 
provided  with  ichools,  that  there  was  alfo  at  Cambridge 
a  fmall  fabrick  of  brick  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians,  built 
by  the  corporation  in  England,  in  which  there  were  then 
eight  Indian  fcholars,  one  of  which  had  been  admitted 
into  college,  that  there  were  fix  towns  of  Indians  in  the 
jurifdidion  profeffing  the  chriftian  religion,  that  they  had 
ichools  to  teach  the  youth  to  read  and  write,  and  perfons 
appointed  to  inftrud  them  in  civility  and  religion,  who. 
had  orders  to  wait  upon  the  commiffioners  and  (hew  them 
the  towns  and  manner  of  life  of  the  Indians,  if  it  fhould 
be  defired.35 

To  the  propofition  upon  the  7th  and  8th  inftrudions, 
by  which  an  offer  is  made  of  the  choice  of  a  place  for 
hearing  and  determining  complaints,  they  fay,  41  That 
hearing  and  determining  appeals  from  their  judgments  is 
inconfiftent  with  their  charter ;  neverthelefs  as  they  de- 
jired  to  be  doers  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  not  to 
fhun  the  light,  if  the  commiffiom  rs  would  be  pleafed  to 
impart  the  complaints  that  had  been  brought  againft  the 
government,  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  fuch  anfwer 
as  jfhould  fatisfy  his  Majeliy  that  their  adions  had  been 
confonant  to  reafon  and  equity,  and  not  fuch  as  evil 
minded  men  had  reprefented  them.55 

To  the  ninth,  touching  his  Majefty’s  letter  of  June 
1662,  they  fay,  “  That  they  had  endeavoured  formerly 
to  fatisfy  his  Majefty’s  expeditions,  &c.  and  now  fur¬ 
ther  fay,  touching  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that,  in  Au- 
guft  lafi,  the  court  by  a  publick  declaration  expreffed 
their  refolution,  God  affifling,  to  bear  faith  and  true  al¬ 
legiance 
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legiance  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  adhere  to  their  patent  the  1 665 
duties  and  privileges  thereof;  that  many  now  in  autho¬ 
rity  and  alfo  many  of  the  common  people  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  before  they  left  their  native  country, 
and  they  had  ordered  that  the  oath  in  the  form  prefcribed 
by  the  colony  law  ihould  be  taken  by  all  freemen  and  ajl 
other  houfehotders  *.53 

u  And  touching  civil  liberties,  they  obferved  the  qua¬ 
lifications  mentioned  in  his  Majefty's  letter  -f,  orderly 
evidenced  to  them  J,  as  appeared  by  their  late  law  and 
upraftice  thereupon.55 

“And  as  tQ.ecclefiaftical  privileges,  they  had  com¬ 
mended  to  the  miniflry  and  people  here  the  word  of  the 
Lord  for  their  rule.39 

To  die  next  or  tenth  inftruftion,  u  That  they  knew 
of  no  perfons  attainted  of  high  treafon,  who  had  arrived 
.here,  except  Mr.  Whaley  and  Mr.  Goffe,  and  they  before 
the  aft  of  parliament,  and  they  departed  this  jurifdiftiqn 
the  February  following,  and.a  proclamation  againft  them 
coming  foon  after  by  way  of  Barbados,  the  court  fent  two 
gendemen,  Mr.  Kellond  and  Mr.  Kirke,  after  them  to 
; Connecticut. and  New-Haven  to  apprehend  them.35 

To  the  eleventh  inftruction  they  fay,  44  The  aft  for 
trade  had  been  for  fame  years  obferved  here,  that  they 
had  been  mifreprefented  to  his  Majefty,  the  aft  not  having 
in  any  inftances  that  they  knew  of  been  greatly  violated, 
and  fuch  laws  as  appeared  to  be  againft  it  were  repealed, 
and  that  juftice  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas 
Dean,  as  they  would  find  upon  enquiry.5* 

To  the  twelfth,  44  For  the  form  of  their  conftitution 
they  refer  to  their  patent,  the  annual  ordinary  charges  of 

*  The  oath  was  in  this  form.  “  Whereas  I  A.  B.  am  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  within  this  jurifdidtion,  confidering  how  I  {land  obliged  to  the 
King’s  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  by  our  charter  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  eftablifhed  thereby,  do  fwear  accordingly,  by  the  great  and 
dreadful  name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  1  will  bear  faith  and  true 
allegiance  to  our  fovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors. 


+  Orthodox  in  religion  and  not  vicious  in  their  lives. 
X  By  certificate  from  the  minifter. 


So  help  me  God.” 


govern** 
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gciv^.ntnent  were  about  1200 1.  For  their  ecclefiaftical 
coniutution,  they  had  none  impofed  by  civil  authority-; 
3  ln>dt  was  enjoined  by  that,  was  attendance  on  publick 
worlnip  on  Lord’s  days  and  other  occafional  days.  The 
peop  e  who  maintained,  alio  chofe  their  minifters,  whofe 
adminiftrations  were  known,  and  they  hoped  confonanc 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  if  any  deviated,  in  fuch  cafe, 
they  made  ufe  of  a  fynod  and  the  civil  authority.  The 
I  militia  confided  of  about  four  thoufand  foot  and  four  hun- 
I  dred  horfe,  more  might  be  in  the  lids,  but  aged  and  un- 
I  firm  were  excufed.  They  had  a  fort  or  keep,  at  the 
I  entrance  of  Bofton  harbour,  with  five  or  fix  guns ;  two 
battei  ies  in  the  harbour,  and  one  at  Charleftown.  The 
number  of  their  fhips  and  vefiels  as  follows ;  about  eighty 
\  from  ?o  to  40  tons,  about  forty  from  40  to  100  tons, 
\and  about  a  dozen  fhips  above  100  tons.” 

i  hese  papers  were  delivered  to  the  commiffioners  on 
the  1 6th  of  May,  and  on  the  18th  they  made  their  reply. 

“  They  were  forry  to  find,  by  the  court’s  anfwer  to 
the  7th  and  8th  inftruction,  that  they  put  more  value 
upon  their  own  conceptions,  than  the  wifdom  of  the 
King  in  interpreting  the  charter.  The  commiffioners 
would  reduce  all  the  dilcourfes  upon  this  head  to  one 
quefiion.  Do  you  acknowledge  his  Majefty’s  commit 
fion  wherein  we  are  nominated  commiffioners,  to  be  of 
full  force  to  all  the  purpofes  therein  contained  ?” 

To  their  anfwer  to  the  9th  inftruction  the  commif- 
v  fioners  reply,  “  That  the  court  had  been  fo  far  from  en¬ 
deavouring  to  give  his  Majefty  fatisfaftion,  byobferving 
what  he  required,  that  they  had  even  complained  of  his 
Majefty  for  enjoining  them,  and  for  the  commiffion  given 
to  enquire  whether  they  had  obferved  them  or  not;  that 
they  profeffed  highly  to  prize  the  King’s  favour,  and  yet 
in  the  lame  paper  refufe  to  do  what  the  King  required, 
viz.  that  all  who  came  into  the  colony  fhould  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  making  provifoes  not  exprefted  in 
their  charter,  and  fo  curtailing  the  oath.  That  the  end 
of  the  firft  planters  coming  over,  as  the  court  exprefted 

in  their  addrefs  1660,  was  liberty  of  confcience,  and  yet 
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it  was  denied  to  thofe  for  whom  the  King  required  it.  That  1 66 § 
they  had  tentered  the  King’s  qualifications  for  freemen, 
by  fuffering  none  to  be  made  fuch  who  were  not  church 
members,  unlefs  they  paid  ten  fhillings  to  a  fingle  rate, 
which  not  one  church  member  in  a  hundred  did  pay,  and, 
although  they  commend  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the 
miniftry  and  people  for  their  rule,  yet  it  was  with  a  pro- 
viio  that  they  have  the  approbation  of  the  court.  The 
commiffioners  fuppofed,  the  King  and  his  council  and 
the  church  of  England  underftood  the  word  of  God  as 
well  as  the  Maffachufets  corporation.  They  feared  thefe 
anfwers  would  highly  offend  the  King,  and  advifcd  to  an 
ingenuous  and  free  confent  to  what  he  delired.” 

On  the  19th  of  May,  the  court,  by  a  mefifage  to  the 
commiffioners,  defired  to  be  excufed  from  a  diredt  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  queftion,  “  whether  they  acknowledged  his 
Majefty's  commrffion,”  &c.  and  chofe  rather  to  plead 
his  Majefty’s  charter,  and  his  fpecial  charge  to  the  com¬ 
miffioners  not  to  difturb  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  \ 
they  were  ready  to  give  fuch  an  account  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  as  that  the  commiffioners  might  be  able  to  re- 
prefent  their  perfons  and  addons  to  his  Majefty. 

The  commiffioners,  by  a  meflage  on  the  20th,  infifted 
on  a  direCt  anfwer  to  their  queftion,  and  on  the  2 2d,  the 
court  declared,  that  it  was  enough  for  them  to  give  their 
fenfe  of  the  powers  granted  to  them  by  charter,  and  that 
it  was  beyond  their  line  to  determine  the  power,  intent 
or  purpofe  of  his  Majefty’s  commiffion. 

On  the  23d  the  commiffioners  informed  the  court, 
that  fince  they  had  been  plealed  to  fend  them  a  more  du¬ 
bious  anfwer  than  the  former,  that  they  might  difcharge 
their  duty  to  his  Majefty,  they  intended  to  fit  to  -morrow 
morning  at  the  ho ufe  of  Capt.  Thomas  Breading,  as  his 
Majefty’s  commiffioners,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Dean  and  others,  againft  the  governor 
and  company  and  Jofhua  Scottow  merchant,  defendants, 
and  that  they  thought  proper  to  give  this  notice,  and  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  would  appear,  by  their  attorney,  to  an- 
fw.er  to  jhe  cpmplaint.  They  fcnt  at  the  fame  time  a 

fu 


24*5 


the  history  of 


j66j  forotnons  to  Jolhua  Scottow.  The  court  thereupon  drew 

hL  th  cc,aratl0n»  whlch  they  fent  to  the  commiffioners, 
but  they  not  receding  from  their  purpofe,  when  the  time 

jlntf  *-ne!1  meeting  was  come,  the  court  ordered 
the  declaration  to  be  pubiilhed  by  found  of  trumpet,  in 
the  following  words  :  r 

»/iiEREAS  in  the  debate  and  conference,  had  be¬ 
tween  this  court  and  Col.  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 
v^arr  knight,  George  Cartwright  and  Samuel  Maverick 
eqi.i.co,  his  Majefty  s  honourable  commifiioners,  we 
j&aye  pleaded  only  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty ’s  au¬ 
thority,  in  the  government  of  the  people  of  this  colony 
according  to  the  rules  and  prefcriptions  of  his  charter  un- 
•der  the  great  feal  of  England,  the  full  and  peaceable  en¬ 
joy  rnent  whereof  his  Majefty  hath  given  good  affurance  of 
to  all  his  loyal  fubjedts  of  this  place,  giving  fpecia)  charge 
to  thc  above-named  gentlemen  not  to  difturb  us  therein, 
yet  accounting  it  our  duty  to  God  and  his  Majefty,  by 

1  •  IT  •  1  ways  and  means  to  give  full  fatisfadion  unto 
-ins  Majefty,  touching  all  fuch  cafes  and  complaints  againft 
-US,  as  in  his  wiidom  and  prudence  he  fbali  fee  reafon  to 
take  cognizance  of;  we  have  fundry  times,  in  our  con¬ 
ferences  botn  by  word  and  writing,  tendered  unto  the 
abovefaid  gentlemen  our  readinefs  to  prefent  unto  them 
a  full  and  clear  account  of  the  grounds  of  our  proceed¬ 
ings  in  any  cafe,  matter,  or  complaint  that  themfclves 
fhad^  fee  meet  to  inquire  into,  whereby  they  may  be 
enabled  to  reprefent  the  matter  truly  to  his  Majefty,  his 
Majefty  s  letters  to  this  colony  of  April  2  jd  1 664  exprefsly 
declaring  this  to  be  his  principal  end  in  fending  hither  the 
abovefaid  gentlemen  in  fuch  a  capacity,  and  that,  for 
fuch  pious  and  good  intentions  as  is  therein  more  parti¬ 
cularly  declared,  and  not  in  the. leaf!  to  infringe  our  char¬ 
ter  or  any  the  privileges  thereof. 

“  All  this  notwithftanding,  the  abovefaid  gentlemen, 
not  refting.fatisfied  with  thefe  our  tenders  and  propofals 
made  unto  them,  (wherein  we  have  endeavoured  to  an- 
Iwer  his  Majefty’s  juft  expectation)  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  charge  of  his  Majefty  unto  them,,  they  have,  by 

war- 
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warrant  under  three  of  their  hands,  given  protection  to  1665 
John  Porter  junior,  an  high  offender  againft  God,  his 
Majefty’s  authority,  laws,  and  the  peace  of  his  good  fub¬ 
jefts  here,  (who  breaking  prifon  made  his  efcape  out  of 
the  hands  of  juftice)  and  that  before  any  fignification  to 
the  government  of  this  place  of  any  complaint  made 
againft  them,  their  fentence,  or  proceedings  againft  the 
faid  Porter,  and  requiring  all  officers,  as  well  military  as 
'civil,  to  be  obfervant  to  them  therein.  And  although 
this  court  have  expreffed  their  ienfe  of  this  aft,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  fome  other  of  their  propofals,  to  be  an  in¬ 
fringement  of  our  privileges  granted  us  by  his  Majefty’s 
royal  charter,  yet  they  have  not  withdrawn  their  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  faid  Porter,  but  have  proceeded  to  fum- 
'mon,  as  well  the  governor  and  company  of  this  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  colony,  as  alfo  particular  perfons,  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  them  to  anfwer  to  the  complaint  of  Thomas  Dean 
and  others  for  injuftice  done  unto  them.  The  fubmiffion 
unto  which  proceedings  of  theirs  being,  as  we  apprehend, 
inconliftent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  and  autho¬ 
rity  here,  fo  long  enjoyed  and  orderly  eftablifhed  under 
the  warrant  of  his  Majefty’s  royal  charter,  the  uphold¬ 
ing  whereof  being  abfolutely  neceftary  for  the  peace  and 

well  being  of  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjefts  here - This 

court  doth  therefore  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  and  by  his 
authority  to  us  committed  by  his  royal  charter,  declare 
to  all  the  people  of  this  colony,  that  in  obfervance  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the  truft  com¬ 
mitted  unto  us  by  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjefts  in  this  co¬ 
lony,  we  cannot  confent  unto,  or  give  our  approbation  of, 
the  proceedings  of  the  abovefaid  gentlemen,  neither  can 
it  confift  with  our  allegiance  that  we  owe  to  his  Majefty, 
to  countenance  any  who  fhall  in  fo  high  a  manner  go 
acrofs  to  his  Majefty’s  direct  charge,  or  fhall  be  their 
abettors  or  fconfentors  thereunto.  God  lave  the  King. 

By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,--lecr.” 

After  the  publiftjing  of  this  declaration;  the  cotnmif- 
fioners  fent  the  following  writing  to  the  court. 

3  46  Gentlemen, 
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1665  “  Gentlemen, 

Vv'E  thought,  when  we  received  our  commiftlon  and 
inflations,  that  the  Ring  and  his  council  knew  what 
was  granted  to  you  in  your  charter,  and  what  right  his 
Majelty  had  to  give  us  luch  com  mi  (lion  and  commands'. 
And  we  thought  the  King,  his  Chancellor  *,  and  his  Se¬ 
cretary,  had  fufficiently  convinced  you  that  this  com  mi  f- 
fion  did  not  infringe  your  charter.  But  fi nee  you  will 
needs  mifeonftrue  all  thefe  ietters  and  endeavours,  and 
that  you  will  make  ufe  of  that  authority,  which  he  hath 
given  you,  to  op  pole  that  fovereignty,  which  he  hath 
over  you,  we  fhall  not  lofe  more  of  our  labours  upon  you, 
but  refer  it  to  his  Majefty’s  wifdom,  who  is  of  power 
enough  to  make  himfeif  to  be  obeyed  in  all  his  domi¬ 
nions  •,  and  do  allure  you  that  we  lhall  not  reprtfent  your 
denying  his  cornmiffion  in  any  other  words  than  yourfelves 
have  expreffed  it  in  your  feveral  papers,  under  your  fe- 
cretary’s  hand.  But  for  the  better  manifeftation  of  the 
,  tranfacticns  between  us,  and  for  the  fatisfaction  of  all 
concerned  in  thefe  parts,  we  defire  that  you  will  caufe  his 
Majefly’s  cornmiffion  to  us,  his  Majefty’s  letters  of  June 
28th  1662,  of  April  23d  1664,  of  February  25th  1664, 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Morrice,  and  all  thole  papers  we  have 
given  into  the  court,  and  your’s  alfo,  may  be  printed 
and  publilhed. 

Mavam  166-  Richard  Nichols,  Robert  Carr, 

7  4’  3’  Geo.  Cartwright,  Sam.  Maverick." 

To  the  general  court  of  his  Majefty’s 
colony  of  the  Maffachuiets.” 

The  commiflioners,  at  the  lame  time,  laid  before  the 
court  propofals  for  amendments  or  alterations  of  the  laws, 
to  the  number  of  twentv  fix. 

The  court,  the  fame  day,  acquainted  the  commiflioners 
that  they  ftiould  be  ready,  by  writing  or  conference,  when¬ 
ever  the  commiflioners  pleafed  to  lay  before  them  the 
grounds  and  reafons  of  their  claim  and  exercile  of  jurif- 
didtion  in  the  eaftern  country,  that  io  his  Majefty  might  be 
fatisfied  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  controverfy  *,  and  that  as 

*  This  refers  to  the  Chancellor’s  letter. 
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his  Majefty  had  directed  his  commiffioners  to  examine  1665 
into  the  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  Dean  and 
caufe  juftice  to  be  done,  the  court  had  fummoned  the 
laid  Dean  before  them,  at  nine  of  the  clock  the  next  day, 
to  make  out  the  truth  of  his  complaint  to  his  Majefty, 
and  the  commiffioners  were  defired  to  be  prefent,  that 
they  might  underftand  the  grounds  of  the  fa,d  complaint 
and  that  juftice  may  be  done.35 

The  commiffioners  replied  the  26th,  “  that  they  could 
not  have  imagined  that  the  court,  after  interruption  of 
the  authority  committed  by  his  Majefty  to  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  would  have  a  {Turned  to  themfelves  the  hearing  of 
the  lame  cafe  wherein  the  governor  and  company  are  im¬ 
pleaded,  it  being  unheard  of  and  contrary  to  all  the  laws 
of  Chriftendom  that  the  fame  perfons  fhould  be  judges 
and  parties ;  and  declared  it  contrary  to  his  Majefty  *s  will 
and  pleafure  that  the  caufe  fhould  be  examined  by  any 
other  perfons  than  themfelves.” 

The  commiffioners  broke  oft  from  any  further  con¬ 
ference,  and  all,  except  Colonel  Nichols,  went  to  New. 

Ham plh ire  and  the  province  of  Main,  where  thev  ap¬ 
pointed  juftices  of  the  peace  and  exercifed  divers  afts  of 
government,  and  then  returned  to  Bofton.  The  court 
declared  that  their  proceedings,  at  the  eaftward,  tended 
•to  the  difturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  defired  a 
conference  with  them  concerning  their  doings  there,  but  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  an  anfwer  from  Sir  Robert  Carr,  as  determined 
them  to  put  a  flop  to  all  further  treaty.  He  told  them, 
amongft  other  things,  that  the  King’s  pardon,  to  them, 
for  all  their  deeds  during  the  late  rebellion,  was  condi¬ 
tional,  and  depended  upon  their  future  good  behaviour, 
and  threatened  the  leaders  or  contrivers  of  their  meafures 
with  the  pumfhment  which  fo  many  concerned  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  had  met  with  in  England.  I  hey  had  no  better 
fuccefs  at  Connecticut,  that  in  the  Maflfachufets  colony. 

At  Phmouth  and  Rhode-Ifland,  they  met  with  lefs  oppo¬ 
sition.  I  hey  fat  as  a  court  at  Providence  and  Warwick, 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  fpent  divers  months  in 
the  colony,  examining  into  purchafcs  and  titles  of  lands 
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1665  from  the  Indians,  hearing  the  complaints  of  Gorton  and 
his  company  againft  the  Mafiachufets,  enquiring  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  executive  powers  of  that  colony,  and 
receiving  ai!  complaints  which  difeontented  perfons  were 
ready  to  offer. 

Col.  Nichols,  by  his  difereet  behaviour,  gained  the 
efteem  of  the  people,  and  afterwards,  whi.ift  he  was  go¬ 
vernor  of  New-York,  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence 
with  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Mafiachufets. 
Carr  and  Cartwright  were  men  very  unfit  for  fuch  a  truft, 
and  by  their  violent  proceedings  rendered  themfelves 
odious.  Maverick  feetns  to  have  been  appointed,  only 
to  increafe  the  number  and  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  others. 
He  had  lived  in  the  colony  from  its  beginning.  He 
was  always  in  oppofition  to  the  authority.  Upon  the 
reftoration,  he  went  home  to  complain  to  the  King, 
was  two  or  three  years  foliciting  that  commiftioners 
■might  be  appointed  ;  at  length,  the  meafures  againft  the 
Dutch  at  New-York  being  agreed  upon,  the  condudt 
of  that  affair  and  this  extraordinary  power  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  fame  perfons.  He  was  in  the  colony  again 
in  1667  with  a  meffage  from  Col.  Nichols,  which  is 
the  laft  account  given  of  him.  Sir  Robert  Carr  went 
firft  to  Delaware  and  foon  after  home  to  England,  and 
died  at  Briffol  June  iff  1667,  the  day  after  he  landed*. 
Cartwright  in  his  paffage  was  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
ftripped  and  very  ill  uied.  He  had  taken  the  minutes 
of  all  their  proceedings,  and  went  home  the  mod  en¬ 
raged  *5  but  the  enemy  took  all  his  papers  from  him, 
and  he  never  could  recover  them.  The  principal  per¬ 
fons  in  the  colony  were  afraid  of  further  proceedings. 
Capt.  Gookins,  one  of  the  afiiftants,  writes  to  his  iriend 
in  1666,  In  all  probability  a  new  cloud  is  gathering 

and  a  new  norm  preparing  for  us,  which  we  expedt 
<4  every  day.5’ 

The  government  of  the  colony,  I  imagine,  will  net  be 
the  ught  culpable  for  refufing  entirely  to  lubmit  to  the 
abfolute  authority  of  the  commiffioners,  which  muff  have 

*  Morton’s  Memorial. 
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faperfeded  their  charter.;  and  if  thjis  authority  had  been  1665 
once  admitted,  they  would  have  found  it  very  difficult  ever 
after  to  have  ejected  it.  Some  part  of  their  condudt  may 
appear  extraordinary  ;  particularly  their  refufing  to  make 
the  oath  of  allegiance  necelTary,  unlefs  with  reftriftions 
and  limitations ;  and  tocaule  all  proceedings  at  law  to  be 
more  exprefsly  in  his  Majefty’s  name  and  by  his  authority. 

From  fome  original  manufcripts,  which aifcover  the  fenti- 
ments  ot  fomeperfons  of  influence  amongft  them  upon  the 
nature  of  civil  fubjedtion,  their  conduct  in  this  and  fome 
former  inftances  may  be  pretty  well  accounted  for. 

They  chffinguifhed  civil  fubje&ion,  into  neceffary  and 
voluntary.  From  adtual  refldence  within  any  government, 
neceflarily  arofe  fubjeftion,  or  an  obligation  to  fubmit  to 
the  laws  and  authority  thereof.  But  birth,  was  noneceifary 
caufe  of  lubjedtion.  The  fubjedts  of  any  prince  or  ftate 
had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  ftate,  or  to  an¬ 
other  quarter  of  the  world,  unlefs  the  ftate  was  weakned 
and  expofed  by  fuch  remove,  and  even  in  that  cafe,  if  they 
were  deprived  of  the  right  of  all  mankind,  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  it  would  juftify  a  reparation,  and  upon  their  re¬ 
moval,  their  fubjedtion  determined  and  ceafed.  The  coun¬ 
try  to  which  they  themielves  had  removed,  was  claimed 
and  poffeffed  by  independent  princes,  whofe  right  to  the 
Jordfhip  and  fovereignty  thereof  had  been  acknowledged 
by  the  Kings  of  England  *.  They  therefore  looked  upon 
themfeives  obliged,  and  accordingly,  as  appeared  by  their 
records,  actually  had  purchafedf,  for  valuable  confide- 
rations,  not  only  the  foil,  but  the  dominion,  the  lordlhip, 
and  fovereignty  of  thofe  princes,  and  without  fuch  pur- 


Bartholomew  Sharp  the  buccaneer  was  tried  in  England  for  rob¬ 
bery  and  piracy  upon  the  Spaniards  in  South-America,  and  acquitted 

becaole  he  had  a  commiffion  from  the  Indian  Princes  of  Darien.  Del. 
oj  scots  settlement. 

Jof‘as  w'efl°ro  governor  of  Plimouth  in  a  letter  dated 
f  y,  ,  }°76>  rays  “  I  think  I  can  truly  fay  that  before  thefe  prefent 

troubles  broke  out,  the  Englifh  did  not  poflefs  one  foot  of  land  in  this' 

proprietors  •’hat  WaS  *‘anly  oijt‘*ined  ^  honeft  purchafc  of  the  Indian 
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665  chafe  in  the  fight  of  God  and  men,  they  had  no  right  or 
title  to  what  they  poffefled.  I  he  King,  indeed,  in  imi¬ 
tation  oj  other  Princes  of  Europe  who  laid  claim  to  coun¬ 
tries  meerly  from  the  difcovery  of  them,  had  granted  this 
country  to  certain  of  his  iubjeds,  and  the  fir  ft  planters 
thought  it  proper  to  purchafe  the  title  of  Rich  grantees, 
to  prevent  moieftation  from  them  or  from  other  Rates, 
and  they  had  ailo  received  a  charter  of  incorporation  from 
the  King,  containing  a  mutual  compact,  from  whence 
arofe  a  new  kind  of  fubjedion,  to  which  they  were  held, 
and  from  which  they  would  never  depart. 

This  was  what  they  called  voluntary  civil  fubjedion, 
anfing  meer*y  from  compad,  and  from  thence  it  followed, 
that  whatsoever  couid  be  brought  into  queftion  relative  to 
tneir  Objection  muft  be  determined  by  their  charter. 
The  compad  between  the  King  and  the  city  of  London, 
as  contained  in  it’s  charter,  was  not  the  conftituting 
caufe  of  fubjedion  in  the  inhabitants  there,  becaufe 
they  were  refident,  and  from  thence  neceffary  fub¬ 
jedion  remained,  but  when  refidence,  the  ioie  grounds 
of  this  neceffary  fubjedion,  ceafcs,  then  it  becomes  vo¬ 
luntary  and  depends  upon  compad  alone.  By  this  corn- 
pad  they  acknowledged  they  were  fo  bound,  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  fubjed  themfelves  to,  or  to  feek 
protection  from,  any  other  prince,  they  were  to  pay  a 
fifth  part  of  all  filver  and  gold  mines,  they  were  to  make 
no  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  &c.  but  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  elcded  by  themfelves,  &c. 
But  however  pleafing  thefe  principles  were  in  {pecula¬ 
tion,  or  whatever  foundation  they  may  have  in  nature, 
yet  they  could  not  continue  to  pradile  upon  them,  nor 
would  they  bear  the  ted  when  adopted  by  Englifh  fub- 
jeds.  In  a  ffiort  time,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  they 
were  content  fully  to  comply  with  the  oath  of  allegiance 
without  qualifying  it,  and  to  give  up  other  points,  which 
they  had  before  infilled  upon  ;  and  their  pofterity,  who 
claim  by  birthright  as  well  as  charter,  the  peculiar  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Englishmen*  and  who  enjoy  the  protedion,  are 

very 
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very  fenfible  that  they  likevvife  owe  the  allegiance  of 
Englifh  fubjeds,  which  by  a  general  rule  of  law  is  not 
conlidered  as  local,  but  perpetual  and  unalienable  *. 

The  King’s  letter  to  New-Plimouth  dated  April  io,  1 666 
1666,  highly  approving  their  behaviour,  may  be  feen  in 
the  appendix.  Mr.  Maverick,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
commiffioners,  delivered  to  the  governor  a  writing  of  the 
fame  date,  faid  to  be  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Maflachufets 
from  the  Kingf,  wherein  he  requires  five  perfons  to  be 
lent  to  England  to  anfwer  for  the  condudt  of  the  colony, 
and  that  Mr.  Bellingham  and  Mr.  Hawthorne  be  two  of 
the  number.  A  fpecial  court  was  called  by  the  governor, 
September  nth,  to  confiderof  this  letter,  and  thole  of  the 
elders  who  were  in  town  were  defired  to  be  prcfent  to 
give  their  advice.  A  letter  was  agreed  upon  to  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Morice,  wherein  the  court  feem  willing  to  doubt 
of  the  genuinenefs  of  the  King’s  letter,  and  excufethem, 
felves  from  fending  any  perfons  over,  fuppofing  the  ableft 
among  them  could  not  declare  their  caufe  more  fully 
than  it  had  been  already  done 

I  wiel  finilh  what  relates  to  thefe  commiffioners,  with 
a  fhort  account  of  a  profecution  commenced  by  one  of 
them  againft  Arthur  Mafon  a  conftable. 


July  15,  1665,  Capr.  Richard  Davenport  commander  of  the 
caine*  being  fatigued  with  labour,  laid  down  upon  his  bed  to  reft, 
and  was  ftruck  dead  with  lightning.  Three  or  four  of  the  people 
were  hurt,  a  dog  was  killed  at  the  gare.  There  was  only  a  wainfcot 
partition,  between  the  room  where  the  captain  was  killed  and  the 
magazine  of  powder.  Hubbard . 

%  Maverick  delivered  it. to  the  governor,  when  he  was  fmino-  in  a 
court  of  affiftants  for  the  trial  of  caufes,  aihrming  it  came  under  cover 
with  a  letter  from  the  King  to  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  the  reft  of  the 
commiaioners.  Sup*  (..curt  Records. 

X  Several  perfons  of  Bofton,  with  John  Appleton  of  Ipfwich,  pe¬ 
titioned  the  general  court,  praying  them  to  comply  with  the  King’s 
order,  bqt  they  were  cenfured  for  intermeddling  ;  and  feme  of  the 
elders  inclined  that  the  two  magiftrates  ftiould  be  fent,  and  thought 
they  ought  to  obey  for  confcience  fake,  but  Mr.  Mitchel  oppofed’it, 
urgmg  that  if  two  might  be  fent  for  ten  might,  that  the  civil  magi- 
late  was  the  minifter  of  God  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  fo  far 
as  his  commands  tended  to  their  good  they  ought  to  obey,  but  none 
would  lay  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  colony  to  fend  away  their  rulers. 

,  Gobbet  s  letter  f*j  MS  >  papers* 
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*666  The  commiffioners,  with  other  gentlemen,  meeting 
o  me  times  at  a  public  houfe  called  the  Ship§  tavern,  the 
conibble  expeded  to  find  them  there  upon  a  Saturday 
evening,  which  would  have  been  a  breach  of  law,  but  be¬ 
fore  he  came,  they  had  adjourned  to  Mr.  Kellond’s  a 
merchant,  who  lived  oppofite  to  the  tavern.  Another 
con  (table,  who  had  been  at  the  tavern  before,  had  been 
beaten  by  them.  Mafon,  who  had  more  courage  and  zeal, 
went  into  the  company  with  his  (faff,  and  told  them  he 
was  glad  to  fee  them  there,  for  if  he  had  found  them  on 
the  other  fide  the  ftreet  he  would  have  carried  them  all 
away,  and  added,  that  he  wondered  they  (hould  be  fo  un¬ 
civil  as  to  beat  aconftable  and  abufe  authority.  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Carr  faid,  it  was  he  that  beat  him,  and  that  he  would 
do  it  again.  Mafon  replied,  that  he  thought  his  Ma- 
jefty  s  commiffioners  would  not  have  beaten  his  Majefty’s 
officers,  and  that  it  was  well  for  them  that  he  was  not  the 
con  (table  who  found  them  there,  for  he  would  have  car¬ 
ried  them  before  authority.  Sir  Robert  aflced,  if  he  dare 
meddle  with  the  King’s  commiffioners  ?  Yes,  fays  Ma¬ 
fon,  and  if  the  King  himfelf  had  been  there  I  would  have 
carried  him  away;  upon  which  Maverick  cried  our, 
treafon !  Mafon,  thou  (halt  be  hanged  within  a  twelve¬ 
month.  Sir  Robert  Carr  fpake  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple 
and  fome  otners  of  the  company,  to  take  notice  of  what 
paffed,  and  the  next  day  Maverick  fent  a  note  to  Mr. 
Bellingham  the  governor,  charging  Mafon  with  high 
trealon  for  the  words  fpoken,  and  requiring  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  fecure  him.  The  governor  appointed  a  time  for 
Maverick  to  come  to  his  houfe  and  to  oblige  himfelf  to 
profecute  theconftable,  at  the  next  court  of  affiftams,  but 
Maverick,  inftead  of  appearing,  thought  proper  only  to 
fend  another  note,  promifing  to  appear  againft  the  con- 
ftable  and  charge  him  home,  and  therefore  required  his 
perfon  (hould  be  fecured.  The  governor  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  caule  Ma'onto  recognize,  as  principal,  in  five 
hundred  pounds,  with  two  Efficient  fureties  in  two  hun- 

§  The  oppofite  corner  to  what  is  called  Clark’s  (hip-yard  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town. 
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dred  and  fifty  each,  for  his  appearance  ;  but  the  day  be-  1666 
fore  the  court,  Maverick  fent  another  note  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  defiring  to  withdraw  his  charge,  being  fatisfied 
that  although  the  words  were  rafh  and  inconfiderate,  yet 
there  was  no  premeditated  defign  in  Mafon  to  offer  any 
injury  to  the  King  or  his  government.”  The  governor  re¬ 
turned  for  aniwer,  that  the  affair  was  of  too  high  a  na¬ 
ture  for  him  to  interpofe  in,  Mafon  being  bound  over  to 
anfwer.”  Upon  his  appearance,  a  bill  was  laid  before  the 
grand  jury,  wherein  he  was  charged  with  malicioufly  and 
treafonably  uttering  the  treafonabie  words  mentioned. 
Accordingly  to  the  liberty  taken  by  grand  juries  at 
that  day,  they  only  found  “  that  the  words  charged  were 
fpoken,”  and  Mafon  being  brought  upon  trial  and  the 
words  fully  proved,  the  court  of  affiftants  fufpended 
judgment,  and  referred  the  caufe  to  the  next  general  court, 
where  it  was  refolved,  that  although  the  words  were  rafh, 
infolent,  and  highly  offenfive,  yet,  as  his  accufers  and 
witneffes  all  cleared  him  from  any  overt  aft,  or  evil  in¬ 
tended  again  ft  the  King,  the  court  did  not  fee  caufe  to 
adjudge  him  a  capital  offender,  but  fentenced  him  to  be 
admonifhed  in  folemn  manner  by  the  governor  How¬ 
ever  trivial  this  anecdote  may  appear,  yet  there  are  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  throw  fome  light  upon  the  charafterof 
the  commiffioners,  as  well  as  that  of  the  governor  and 

the  judiciary  and  miniflerial  powers  of  the  government  at 
that  time. 

.  The  commiffioners  had  prevailed  on  fome  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  towns  in  New-Hampfhire*  to  fign  a  peti¬ 
tion  and  complaint  to  his  Majefty  of  the  wrongs  they  had 
fuftairredfrom  theMaffachufets,  cc  whohadufuroed  the  o-0. 
vernmentover  them,”  but  the  inhabitants  of  Dover,  in  town 
meeting,  and  Portsmouth  and  JPxeter,  by  writings  under 
the  hands  of  the  town  officers,  declared  their  diffent,  and  all 
the  towns  defired  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  colony,  as  they  had  been  for  many  years  before 

T*  h  ree 

+  ?‘'P*  ^ourt  *  Portfmouth,  Dover  and  Exeter, 

f  I  lie  fecretary  was  ordered  to  ifiue  an  attachment  direfted  to  the 
conftables  of  Dover  and  Portfmouth  to  apprehend  one  Abraham 

R  2  Corbet, 
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16^6  Thiee  perfons  j  were  alfo  appointed  to  repair  to  the 

province  °f  Main,  to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  towns  there, 

by  bringing  them  to  an  orderly  fubmiflion,  which  was 
not  immediately  effected  J. 

■  }  “AVE  endfavoured  impartially  to  relate  the  proceed- 

orf  hlnJ6?  T  ^Ommiffioners  and  the  colony.  On  the 
™  ^d’  1  th,nl"  «  aPPears  that  the  government  had 

wMtrhlT1  ^  a?  complying  more  fully  with 

what  the  King  requ.red  of  them  by  his  letter  in  1662. 

Mr.  Morton  their  agent,  who  knew  the  refolutions  of  the 
mg  and  his  nnnifters,  faw  the  neceffity  of  it.  This 
would,  probably,  have  prevented  fuch  a  com  million  from 
3.  umg  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
commiffion  was  a  ftretch  of  power,  fuperfeding  in  many 
mpeTs  the  authority  and  powers  granted  by  the  charter 
and  there  appears  in  the  conduct  of  the  general  court,  upon 
this  oecafion,  not  an  obftinate  perverfefpirit,  but  a  modeft 
deady  adherence  to  what  they  imagined,  at  leaft,  to  be  their 
jult  rights  and  privileges  §.  At  the  fame  time  they  endea¬ 
voured,  not  only  by  repeated  humble  addreffes,  and  pro- 

feffions 


Corbet,  and  to  bring  him  before  the  governor  or  magiftrates  at  Bofton, 
to  anfvver  for  his  tumultuous  behaviour  again!!  the  government,  who 
iineci  him  20  1,  and  bound  him  to  his  good  behaviour. 

t  Thomas  Danforth,  Eleazer  Lufher,  and  John  Leveret,  Efqrs, 

X  Ferdinando  Gorges,  grandfon  to  Sir  Ferdinando,  attempted  a 
fettlement  in  the  province  of  Main  under  himfelf  as  Lord  Proprietor 
foon  after  the  reftoration.  Fie  obtained  a  letter  from  King  Charles 
.dated  the  1  ith  of  January  1664,  dindled  to  the  governor  of  the  Maf- 
fachu.ets  colony,  and  council  of  New-England,  requiring  reflitution 
to  be  foithwith  made  and  quiet  poffeffion  delivered,  or  otherwife, 
without  delay,  reafon  be  fhewn  for  the  contrary.  By  their  humble 
addrefs  they  exculed  themfelves  from  the  delivery,  and  attempted  to 
give  realons  for  their  conduft,  but  Mr.  Gorges  appoint ed  officers  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  province,  vvhofe  authority  was  of  ffiort  continu¬ 
ance. 

§  The  King  having  recommended,  by  a  letter  Feb.  22d  1665,  to 
the  governor  and  council,  an  expedition  again!!  Canada,  the  court 
in  their  anfwer  to  Lord  Arlington,  July  17th  16 66,  fay  that  “having 
confuited  with  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  and 
with  the  governor  of  Conne&icut  (Mr.  Winthrop,  who  had  lately 
been  in  England)  they  concluded  it  was  not  feazable  at  prefent,  as 

well 
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felllons  of  loyalty,  to  appeafe  his  Majefty,  but  they  pur- 

chafed  a  (laip-load  of  mails  (the  freight  whereof  coft  them 

fixteen  hundred  pounds  fterling)  and  prefented  to  the 

King,  which  hegracioufly  accepted  ;  and  the  fleet  in  the 

Weft-Indies  being  in  want  of  provifions,  a  fubfcrjption 

and  contribution  was  recommended  through  the  colony, 

for  bringing  in  provifions  to  be  fent  to  the  fleet  for  his’ 

Majefty’s  fervice  *.  It  appears,  by  the  record,  that  fe- 

verai  towns  had  liberally  fublcribed,  and  it  was  recom- 

mended  to  the  reft  not  to  tall  fliort  of  what  had  been 

done  by  thofe  who  had  gone  before  them,  but  I  find  no 

record  of  the  whole  amount.  About  two  hundred  and 

fifty  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Chriftophers,  which  had 

been  taken  by  the  French,  arriving  in  the  fpring  of 

1666,  and  more  being  daily  expected,  provifion  °was 

made  oy  the  court  ror  the  relief  and  iupport  of  fuch  as 

were  in  neceflity.  Upon  the  news  of  the  great  fire  in 

London,  a  collection  was  made  through  the  colony  for 

the  relief  of  fufferers.  The  amount  of  it  cannot  be 

afcertained-,  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seaman  and  other 

diffenting  minifters  in  London,  to  Mr.  Syms  and  Mr. 

Shephard  minifters  of  Charleftown,  advifing  the  receipt 

of  1051.  fterling  collected  in  that  church.  If  others 

contributed  in  proportion,  a  large  fum  muft  have  been 
rafted. 

There  had  been  a  prefs  for  printing  at  Cambridge  for 1 
--i-enty  years.  1  he  court  appointed  two  perfons  f , 
in  October  i6fo,  licencers  of  the  prefs,  and  prohibited  the 
publilning  any  books  or  papers  which  fhould  not  be  fuper- 
viied  by  them,and  in  1668  the  fupervifors  having  allowed 
or  the  printing  “  Thomas  aKempisdeimitationeChrifti,”  / 


r'1r(i)n,refpea  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  impoffibility  of  a  land  march  ovei 

pnd  ng  defartS’  about  four  hundred  miles 
,ti  ?h  ?  he  French  there,  according  to  reports.” 

i  his  was  fo  well  received  that  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  o-en»ri 
court  under  the  King’s  fign  manual,  dated  the  2  lit  of  April  1660  fami 
fymg  how  well  taken  it  was  by  his  Majefty.  So  the  letter  expS 

Gooh'ins  and  Mr-  Jonathan  Mitchell  the  minifte. 
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1666  the  court  interpofed,  “  it  being  wrote  by  a  popifii  mini- 
iter,  and,  containing  fome  things  Jefs  fafe  to  be  infufed 
among  the  people,”  and  therefore  they  commended  to 
t  e  icencera  a  more  full  revifal,  and  ordered  the  prefs  to 
op  in  the  meantime.  In  a  confiitution  left  popular  this 
■woti'd  have  been  thougnt  too  great  an  abridgment  of  the 
lubjed’s  liberty. 

1606  i  rom  1606  to  1670  Mr.  Bellingham  was  annually 
to  c  io.en  governor,  and  Mir.  Willoughby  deputy  governor. 

J670  Nova-Scotia  and  the  reft  of  Acadie,  which  had  been  re- 
fcued  from  the  French  by  Cromwell,  were  rdlored  by 
the^ treaty  of^  Breda.  The  French  made  little  progrels 
!-■  letthng  this  country.  The  only  inconvenience  the 
Mahacnulets  cotiiplained  of,  until  after  the  revolution, 
was  die  encouragement  given  to  the  Indians  to  make  their 
inroads  upon  the  frontiers.  Sir  Thomas  Temple  who, 
with  others  had  a  grant  of  the  country  firftfrom  Crom¬ 
well,  and  afterwards  from  King  Charles,  thought  he  had 
reafon  to  complain,  and  the  King’s  order  was  repeated 
to  him,  to  give  up  his  forts  to  the  French,  fome  pre¬ 
tence  being  made  tor  not  complying  with  the  fir  ft  order. 

After  forty  years,  the  greateft  part  of  our  firft  emi¬ 
grants  had  finifhed  their  pilgrimage,  and  were  arrived  at 
the  place  of  their  everlafting  abode.  Some  of  them  la¬ 
mented  their  being  born  too  foon,  to  fee  New-England  in 
its  mod  flourifhing  ftate.  This  will  be  the  cafe  with 
their  pofterity  for  many  generations  yet  to  come.  Mr. 
Wilfcn,  the  firft  minifter  of  Bofton  church,  died  Au- 
gult  7th  1667,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.  He  left  an 
amiable  character,  and  is  reprefented  by  his  contempora¬ 
ries,  as  one  of  the  moft  humble,  pious  and  benevolent 
men  of  the  age.  He  was  for,  of  Dodtor  Willon,  a  pre¬ 
bend  of  St.  Paul’s,  Rochefter  and  Windfor,  and  reftor 
of  Cliff,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elisabeth.  He  married 
a  daughter  of  Lady  Mansfield,  and  a  near  kinfwoman  of 
Sir  William  Bird,  It  was  with  much  difficulty,  that  he 
perfuaded  her  to go  to  New-England.  After  having  fpenc 
one  winter  there  without  her,  lie  returned  to  England  to 
fetch  her.  His  life  has  been  publifhed  by  Dr.  Mather. 

I  have 
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I  have  it  in  manufcript  by  another  hand.  In  both  are  1666 
related  many  inftances  to  lhew  his  prophetick  fpirit.  to 
We  may  very  well  remark  upon  thole  fort  of  prophecies,  1670 
Qui  bene  conjiciet ,  hunc  vatem .  Richard  Mather,  a  learned 
grave  divine,  and  a  minifter  of  Dorchefter  died  the  22d 
of  April  1669,  aged  73.  Charles  Chauncy  batchelor  of 
divinity,  the  venerable  learned  prefident  of  the  college, 
died  the  19th  of  February  1671,  in  his  80th  year*.  Be- 

fides 


i 

*  This  is  the  Charles  Chauncy  of  whom  Rufhworth  in  his  collec¬ 
tions  for  the  year  1629  takes  this  notice,  “  Mr.  Charles  Chauncy, 
minifter  of  Ware,  uling  fome  expreffions  in  his  fermon,  that  idolatry 
was  admitted  into  the  church,  that  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  would 
be  fuppreffed,  that  there  is  much  atheifm,  popery,  arminianifm  and 
herefy  crept  into  the  church;  and  this  being  looked  upon  to  raife  a 
fear  among  the  people  that  fome  alteration  in  religion  would  enfue, 
he  wras  queftioned  in  the  high  commiffion,  and  by  order  of  that  court 
the  caufe  was  referred  to  the  bifhop  of  London,  being  his  ordinary, 
who  ordered  him  to  make  a  fubmiflion  in  Latin.”  A  letter  which  he 
wrote  two  years  before  to  Mr.  Cotton  will  be  thought  by  fome  worthy 
of  being  preferved. 

((  Salutem  in  fonts  falutis . 

Good  Sir, 

My  kindeft  refpe&s  and  moil;  loving  falutations  to  yourfelf  and 
your  wife.  The  prefent  convenience  of  a  meffenger  from  Ware  makes 
me  bold  to  trouble  you  with  thefe  few  lines.  I  am  now  (by  God’s 
good  hand)  vickar  of  Ware,  and  delire  your  beft  direction  how  I 
may,  with  moft  profit  and  edification  of  my  charge,  proceed  in  the 
Lord’s  work.  I  have  a  very  large  parifh  and  a  diffolute  town  to  deal 
with  (as  you  may  well  guefs)  and  which  is  worfe,  we  have  little  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  place  to  afliffc  us.  The  people  have  wanted  inftruc- 
tion  for  many  years  (fuch  I  mean  as  might  build  them  up  in  the  faith, 
and  make  them  wife  untofalvation)  befides,  the  places  round  about  me 
are  a  barren  wildernefs,  and  fo  muft  undergo  much  oppofition.  I 
have  already  fuftained  aliqua  gravamina  confcieniise ,  to  go  thus  far  in 
regard  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  our  church,  and  am  likely 
to  undergo  more  in  the  book  of  articles,  which  we  are  bound  to  read 
publicly  and  to  yield  our  affent  unto  ;  the  article  concerning  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  bifhops  and  minifters  doth  fomewhat  trouble  me,  as  alfo 
the  ceremonies  which  we  are  bound  unto,  which  though  I  forbear 
myfelf,  yet  I  know  not  how  to  avoid  but  that  my  curate  muft  ufe 
if  I  will  (land  here.  I  pray  afford  your  wifeft  advice  herein,,  Hac 
fub  fifth, 

R  4  I  Ihall 
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If  Sfftenrf  r  ""■*  Jonatha"  MUchefl,  the  ml. 

%fr-.  ,  -  'ei  Camondge,  who  died  the  gth  of  Tulv  1668  in 

^  7°iearn3H  »  always  fpoken  of  as  one  of  the  molt 

oorr  1  ulenKa?,beft  Preachers  in  his  day.  Mr.  Daven- 
S  ’ff!h°  h*d  becn  min'^er  of  New- Haven  from  the 

vwrTrT  °f  u  C°  °ny’  removed  t0  Bolton  about 
the  year  1667  to  the  great  grief  of  his  people,  and 

church  ^in  "fft”  ! l  f the  PrinciPal  perfons  of  the 

church  in  Bofton,  which  caufed  them,  fome  time 

after,  to  separate  from  their  brethren,  and  to  form  a  new 

d,u“h.'V  |k“"?  V’'  name  of  ,he  *>>»h 

the  73d  ts  age  T  ^  M*"h  *«*  *«*  in 

Mr.  Gorges’s  claim  to  the  province  of  Main,  fupported 
by  the  ads  of  the  commiffioners,  had  encouraged  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  withdraw  from  their  fubjedion  to  the  Mafiachufets- 
but  the  province,  according  to  fome  accounts,  was  in  the 
ptmoft  confufion,  and,  in  1668,  fome  of  the  principal  per- 
fons  applied  to  the  general  court  of  the  Mafiachufets  to 
reafiume  the  junfdidion  over  them.  The  court  always 
tnought  it  tne  part  of  good  governors,  as  well  as  of  good 
judges,  to  amplify  their  junfdidion;  and  “from  a  fenie  of 
their  duty  to  God  and  their  King”  publilhed  a  declaration, 

I  fiiaii  bsg.sd  t )  fee  you  at  ray  poor  vickarage,  in  tranfstu,  and  for 
ray  part  (if  God  permit)  I  will  not  fail  to  fee  you  on<-e  a  year  I  I 
Glute  Mr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Bellingham  with  their  wives  in  ray  name 
and  the  reft  of  my  chnltian  friends  in  your  town  or  family,  and  ! 
beicech  you  remember  me  unto  the  Lord  in  your  prayers,  and  'the 
Lora  give  a  Hefting  to  your  perfon  and  labours. 

'four’s  in  the  Lord  with  all  hearty  affedion. 

Ware,  March  1 627.  Charles  Chauncy.” 

M  p1'  T '°,mf  r“acberrwas.  t!le.  rainifter  of  this  church,  and 
rH'in^e!der°rC^  ^rot’*er  1°  Lord  Chief  Juftjce  Rainsford,  vvastheftrft 

f  In  1667  the  people  at  Cape  Fear,  being  under  diftrefling  circum- 
flances,  a  genept,  contribution,  by  order  of  court,  was  made  through 
the  colony  for  their  relief.  Although  this  was  a  colony  fubjett  to  th- 
proprietary  government  of  Lord  Clarendon  and  others,  yet  tire  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid,  about  the  time  of  the  reiteration,  by  adventurers  from 
Wew-R ngland,  who  fuppoied  they  had  a  right  to' the  foil  as  firft  oc¬ 
cupant,  and  purchafers  from  the  natives,  and,  iffuing  from  theMafia- 
fhulets  to  the  fame  avil  privileges,  but  they  were  difappointed  as  to 

vOtllr  1*10* 
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requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York  to  yield  1666 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  and  to  chufe  officers  to 
within  the  feverai  towns,  as  they  had  done  before  the  late  16^0 
interruption.  As  this  proceeding  was  made  one  of  the  1 
grounds  of  complaint  againft  the  colony,  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  it  may  not  be  improper. 

The  declaration  of  the  court  was  of  the  form  following. 

“  WHEREAS  this  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  m 
“  obfervance  of  the  truft  to  them  committed  by  his  Ma- 
“  jefty’s  royal  charter,  with  the  full  and  free  confent  and 
“  iubmiffion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York, 

“  for  fundry  years,  did  exercife  government  over  the 
people  of  that  county ;  and  whereas,  about  three  years 
“  now  paft,  fome  interruption  hath  been  made  to  the 
“  peace  of  that  place,  and  order  there  eftablifhed,  by  the 
“  impofition  of  fome  who,  pretending  to  ferve  his  Ma- 

“  jefty’s  intereft  with  unjuft  afperfions  and  reflexions  upon 

“  this  government  here  eftabliihed  by  his  royal  charter, 
t,:  have  unwarrantably  drawn  the  inhabitants  of  that 
county  to  Iubmiffion  unto  offices  that  have  no  royal 
was  ranty,  thereby  infringing  the  liberty  of  our  charter. 

“  and  depriving  the  people  now  fettled  of  their  juft  privi- 
leges ;  the  ehect  whereof  doth  now  appear  to  be,  not 
"  only  a  diflervice  to  his  Majefty,  but  alfo  reducing  a 
“  People  that  were  found  under  an  orderly  eftablifhment 
r°ja  Cjn^u%d  anarchy  :  The  premises  being  duly  con- 
hdered,  this  court  cloth  judge  meet,  as  in  duty  they 
‘  ftand  bound  to  God  and  his  Majefty,  to  declare  their 

•  relolution,  again  to  exert  their  power  of  jurifdidion 
“  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  county  of  York,  and  do 
“  hereby  accordingly,  in  his  Majefly’s  name,  require  all 

•  and  every  of  the  inhabitants  there  fettled,  to  yield  obe- 
“  dience  to  the  laws  of  this  colony  as  they  have  been  or- 
.  fer ly  published,  and  to  all  fuch  officers  as  final  1  be  there 
tt  le§ally  eftabnfhed  by  authority  of  his  Majefty’s  royal 

chartei-  and  the  order  of  our  commiffioners,  whom  this 
court  hath  nominated  and  impowered  to  fettle  all  af- 
ian,s  ne«ftiiry  for  the  government  of  the  people  there 

•  and  to  keep  a  court  this  prefent  fummer  the  firft  Tuef- 

iC  day 
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1666  “  day  in  Ju,y>  at  York  town,  as  hath  been  formerly  ac- 
to  cuftomed,  and,  for  that  end,  we  have  commanded  our 
1670  lecretary  to  iffue  out  warrants  to  the  inhabitants  there, 
in  their  relpeftive  towns  to  meet  to  chufe  jurors,  both 
2 petit,  conftables  and  other  officers  for  the 
iervice  of  that  county  as  the  law  requireth  ;  the  faid 
“  warrant  to  be  direfted  unto  Nathanael  Mafterfon,  who 
is  by  this  Cv-urt  appointed  marfhal  of  that  court  as  for- 
merlv,  and  by  him  the  faiu  warrants  are  to  be  delivered 
to  the  leveral  conftables  to  be  accordingly  executed,  3 
due  obfei  vance  whereof,  with  an  orderly  return  to  be 
maoe  to  the  court  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  is  hereby  re- 
“  quired  of  ail  perfons  refpedcively  concerned,  as  they 
.*.*  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  peril.  > 

Sy  the  court,  Edward  Rawion,  iecr’y.” 
The  commiftioners  appointed  were  Major  General  Le¬ 
veret, JMr.  Edward  Tyng  *,  Capt.  Waldron  f,  andCaDt. 
Pike  J.  They  made  return  to  the  genera!  court,  who 
gave  them  thanks  for  their  good  fervices,  allowed  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  what  they  had  done,  and  ordered  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  entered  upon  their  records  as  followeth. 

“  UPON  receipt  of'  this  court’s  commiffion  which  is 
“  recorded  in  the  laft  hellion,  we  prefently  appointed 
“  Peter  Wyer  clerk  of  the  writs,  and  hearing  Mafterfon, 

“  appointed  by  the  court,  was  imprifoned,  we  appointed’ 

“  another  marfhal,  by  warrant  under  our  hands,  but  the 
“  former  marfhal  being  fet  at  liberty  the  other  did  not  act. 

“  The  court  being  by  law  to  be  kept  in  York  the  firft 
“  Tuefdayof  July  1668,  being  the  7th  day  of  the  month, 

“  we  repaired  to  York  upon  Monday  the  6th  day.  Mr! 

“  Jocelin  and  leveral  others,  lliled  juftices  of  the  peace, 

*c  coming  nigh  to  the  ordinary  where  we  were  before  the 
“  door,  after  falutes  paired,  they  told  us  they  delired  to 
“  fpeak  with  us  in  the  morning.  To  their  defires  we 
“  complied  and  gave  them  a  meeting,  where  we  ac- 

*  Fdward  Tyng  was  .afterwards  an  afliftant. 

f  Richard  Waldron  was  fpeaker  of  the  deputies  and  reprefented 
Dover. 

|  Robert  Pike  was  of  Salifbury.  He  was  afterwards  one  of  the 
council  named  in  the  province  charter. 
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«  quainted  them  we  were  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to  1666 
“  fay,  but  not  as  fent  to  treat  with  them  about  what  we  to 
«  had  to  do  by  virtue  of  the  general  court’s  commiffion,  i6jo 
««  They  acquainted  us  that  they  had  lately  received,  in  a 
“  pacquet  from  Col.  Nichols,  his  letter  to  the  governor 
“  and  magiftrates  of  the  MafTachufets  colony,  which  they 
44  defired  us  to  read,  and  firft  their  commiffion,  the  which 
44  we  read,  and  having  read  them,  we  told  them  that 
44  thofe  concerned  the  general  court  and  had  been  under 
44  their  consideration,  all  but  the  letter  from  Col.  Nichols, 

44  and  that  they  had  fent  their  declaration  into  the  county, 

44  fo  that  we  had  nothing  to  fay,  only  that  we  did  not  un- 
44  derftand  that  the  commiffioners  had  power  to  make 
44  any  fuch  temporary  fettlement,  his  Majefly  having  be- 
44  fore  him  the  cafe,  for  that  the  MafTachufets  had,  in  obe- 
44  dience,  fent  their  reafons  why  they  did  not  deliver  up 
44  the  government  of  that  country  to  Mr.  Gorges,  which 
44  was  according  to  his  Majefty’s  command.  Then  Mr. 

44  Jocelin  told  us  there  was  not  above  five  or  fix  of  a  town 
44  for  us ;  to  which  we  replied,  we  fliould  fee  by  the  returns 
C4  made  to  the  court’s  warrants  or  appearances,  and  fur- 
ther  told  them  we  muft  attend  to  our  commiffion,  in 
profecuticn  whereof  we  fliould  attend  to  his  Majefiy’s 
44  and  the  country’s  fervice,  not  our  own,  and  if  we  met 
44  with  oppofition  we  fhould  advife  what  to  do.  Many 
44  other  things  pafTed,  but  with  mutual  refpedt.  They 
44  faid  they  muft  attend  their  commiffion.  We  parted 
44  and  repaired  to  the  meeting-houfe,  and  there  opened 
4,4  the  court  by  reading  our  commiffion  publicly  and  de- 
44  daring  to  the  people  wherefore  we  came,  whereto  there 
44  was  great  filence  and  attention.  Then,  by  the  mar- 
44  fhal,  we  called  for  the  town  returns  to  be  brought  in 
44  for  the  election  of  affociates  and  returns  were  made 
44  rrom  five  towns,  the  other  two  being  hindred  (as  they 
faid)  by  the  juftices,  yet,  in  one  of  them,  above  half 
64  the  electors  lent  in  their  votes.  Whilft  the  court  was 

*  afTociates  feem  to  be  intended  in  the  room  of  magiftrates, 
pnd  being  joined  with  perfons  appointed  by  the  general  court  had  the 
fame  povver  as  the  court  of  magiftrates  or  afliftants  had  in  the  colony. 
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tices  STS*  f°rflg  a'?d  telIin§ the  v°tes,  the  juf- 
madV Zl  and.Wlth,0UC  d°°rs,  by  feme  inftrument 
MaieftvV  t'0nJ  tha£  311  Acu,d  «tend  to  hear  h£ 

totemUT^  ’  Upon  crders  were  given 
«  thJ  %  *  and  accordingly  he  made  proclamation 
■“  if  any  had  any  command  from  his  Maieftv  theJ 

r  xtit ?  tht  ™  & 

men  came  in,  and  mamfefed  their Tfire'.  'thafrtS 

toTheteSr  r°  UVn  PriV3te  might  be  read  ^  court 

«  wasin  the  mk4  rVyhon?  ^  rePjied>  that  the  court 
was  in  the  miuft  of  their  bufinefs  in  opening  the  return, 

t £he  COlir  the  feveral  towns  o  "left  on  and 
I0  foon  a?  that  was  over,  and  after  dinner  thevfiioulH 

proceeded  to^-e  ;  (°  they  lefc  us,  and  we 

Kmrn,  nf  f  b°  Were  chofen  Elates,  had  the 
eturns  of  the  jurymen  and  their  names  entred  both 

fh  bSsanh,irUrH  Snd  rthar  °f  trials’  a]fo  of  con- 
“  tun  'J  d‘d  n°J  fwCar  any  one>  but  adjourned  the 
«  tC.°Ur"  alld  weflt  to  dinner  ;  in  which  time  we  heard  that 

“  a^a^affemb'v'^Th  g0j'ns.t0  themeeting-houfe  to  fit  * 
..  ac  an  aueinbiy,  they  having  before  iffued  out  their 

warrants  %  the  towns  to  fend  their  deputies,  where- 
upon  we  lent  to  fpeak  with  them  after  dinner.  They 
leturned  they  would,  provided  we  would  not  proceed 
any  further  till  we  fpake  with  them.  We  ieift  them 
ec  v,ord  we  dld  enSaSe  it.  Theyfentus  word  they  would 
,t  Wlthnusat  the  meeting-hcule,  and  prefendy  after 
„  tj1ur  marl|ial  and  Nathaniel  Phillips  went  up  and 
aewn,  aild  at  all  public  places  publillied  a  paper  or  ’ 
writing,  whom  meeting  upon  their  return,  it  was  de- 
manoed  what,  and  upon  what  authority,  they  had 
publifbed  to  the  people  to  make  a  difturbancef  they 
<{  an  ered,  they  publifhed  what  they  had  in  the  Kind’s 
tt  name  ’  t!lfy  were  demanded  to  fhew  their  order  or  au- 
„  )v10riyy;  they  anfwered,  that  was  for  their  fecurity  ; 

„  n°  ,  lI"n§  t0  if'cvv  it  they  were  committed  to  the  mar- 

4{  Ju  WC  wfnt  to  court’  where  we  found  the  houfe 

rml  and  toe  gentlemen  to  have  taken  up  our  feats,  fo 
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ic  room  being  made,  we  went  up  to  them  and  told  1666 
“  them  we  expected  other  things  than  that  they  would  to 
“  have  put  fuch  an  affront  upon  the  court,  nor  fhould  1670 
motions  hinder  us  from  profecuting  our  commiffion  ; 

<c  we  could  keep  the  court  elfewhere.  Some  of  the 
“  people  began  to  fpeak,  but  we  commanded  filence,  and 
“  the  officer  was  commanded  by  us  to  clear  the  court, 

“  whereupon  Mr.  Jocdin  fpoke  to  fome  nigh  him  to  de- 
“  part ;  fo  they  coming  from  their  feat  we  came  to  pri- 
cc  vate  difcourfe,  and  they  infilled  to  have  their  commif- 
<c  lion  and  the  King’s  mandamus  of  1666  to  be  read ;  we 
“  told  them  we  would  perform  what  we  had  promifed 
“  when  the  court  was  fet,  fo  we  repaired  to  our  feat,  and 
“  they  being  fet  by  us  defired  that  their  commiffion  might 
u  be  read,  which  was  done,  and  the  grounds  of  it  ex- 
preffed  to  be  from  the  people’s  petitioning,  who 
<c  were  told  that  they  could  belt  give  anfwer  thereto, 

“  but  faid  nothing;  then  that  part  of  the  mandamus  of 
C4  1666,  which  they  defired  might  be  read,  was  read. 

4C  After  which  they  defired  that  Colonel  Nichols’s  letter 
“  to  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  Mafifachufets 
ic  might  be  read,  but,  that  not  being  concernment  to 
ec  them  there,  fave  only  for  information  of  the  ju dices  of 
44  what  had  paffed  from  him  to  the  governor  and  magi- 
cc  ftrates  to  whom  it  was  diredled,  it  was  refufed  ;  fome 
ffiort  account  being  publicly  given,  that  that  which 
44  had  been  read,  for  the  matter,  having  been  before  on- 
44  der  the  confideration  of  the  general  court,  they  had 
the  declaration  of  the;r  intendments,  in  profecution 
44  whereof  we  were  commiffionated  to  keep  court  and 
fettle  the  country,  which  vvork  we  had  begun,  and, 

“  God  willing,  would  profecute,  to  perform  the  truft 
committed  to  us,  and  have  declared  to  the  people  that 
“  we  were  not  infenfible  how  that,  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
cc  terruption  of  the  government,  in  the  year  1665,  by 
^'ie  gentlemen  of  the  King’s  commiffioners  as 
were  then  upon  the  place,  they  had  manifefted  their 
“  difpleafure,  by  telling  the  people  that  the  Maffachufets 
“  Wcr£  liters,  rebels,  and  difobedient  to  his  Majefty, 

3  4C  the 
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1666  “  Je  reward  whereof,  within  one  year,  they  faid,  fhould 
to  e  retributed,  yet  we  told  them,  that,  through  the 
1  1/0  gG°d  hand  of  God  and  the  King’s  favour,  the  Maffa- 

chulets  were  an  authority  to  afiert  their  right  of  go* 
*  vernment  there,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  charter  derived 
to  them  from  his  Majefty’s  royal  predeceflors,  and  that 
we  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Maffachufets  colony’s 
adtings  for  toe  forwarding  his  Majelly’s  fervice,  would 
outipeak  othei  words,  where  there  was  nothing  but 
“  words  for  themfelves  or  againftus.  Which  done,  the 
gentlemen  left  us,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  work  of 
“  the  court,  to  impannel  the  grand  jury,  gave  them  their 
“  oaths  and  charge,  and  then,  the  affociates  prefent,  we 
“  called  to  take  their  oaths,  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr. 
“  Roger  Plailfed,  expreffed  publicly  that  he  was  fent  by 
“  the  town  he  lived  in,  accordingly  he  had  applied  him- 
“  felf  to  the  major-general  more  privately,  to  know 
“  how  we  reaffumed  the  government,  and  how  they 
“  were  to  fubmit  to  it,  which  he  now  mentioned  in  public 
“  that  he  might  render  himfelf  faithful  to  them  that  fent 
“  him ;  to  which  he  was  anfwered  in  public  as  he  had 
“  been  in  private,  that  we  reaffumed  the  government  by 
“  virtue  of  the  charter,  and  that  they  were  to  have  the 
“  hke  privileges  with  ourfelves  in  the  other  counties. 

“  We  had  alfo  from  Scarborough  a  paper  prefented, 

“  which  we  herewith  prefent  to  the  court.  Then  having 
“  fworn  the  conftables  prefent,  impannelled  the  jury  for 

“  trials,  fworn  them,  and  committed  what  actions  were 

“  entred  and  profecuted  to  them,  in  which  time  the 
“  gentlemen  fent  to  defire  that  at  our  leifure  time  they 
“  might  fpeak  with  us ;  they  were  lent  for  and  prefented 
“  ns  with  a  paper.  After  we  had  received  it,  we  at- 
“  tended  to  fettle  she  bufmefs  of  the  military  officers  and 
“  trained  bands,  and  commiffionated  for  York,  Job  Al- 
“  cock  lieutenant,  Arthur  Bragdon  enfign ;  for  Wells, 

“  John  Littlefield  lieutenant,  Francis  Littlefield  jun.  en- 

“  lign;  for  Scarborough,  Andrew  Augur  lieutenant;  for 

“  Falmouth,  George  Ingerfield  lieutenant;  for  Kittery, 

“  Chark sFrott  captain,  Roger  Plailted  lieutenant,  John 

“  Gaf- 
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Gaffingfley  enfign;  for  Saco,  Bryan  Pendleton  major;  1666 
and  he  to  fettle  Black-point,  Mr.  Knight  of  Wells,  to 
<c  the  morning  before  we  came  away,  being  Thurfday  the  1670 
“  9th  of  July,  came  and  took  his  oath  in  court  to  ferve 
“  as  an  alfoeiate.  The  court  made  an  order  for  a  county 
“  court  to  be  held  the  15th  of  September  there  at  York, 

“  and  for  that  end  continued  the  commiflion  to  Capt. 

“  Waldron,  Capt.  Pike,  and  others,  for  the  better 
“  ftrengthening  the  authority  upon  the  place,  as  by  their 
“  commiflion  may  appear.  The  affociates  that  are  now 
“  in  place  are  Major  Pendleton,  Mr.  Francis  Cotterell* 

Ci  Mr.  Knight  of  Wells,  Mr.  Raynes  of  York,  Mr. 

<c  Roger  Plaifted  of  Kittery .  Which  is  humbly  fubmitted 
u  to  the  honourable  general  court  as  the  return  of 

Yourfervants  John  Leveret 

<l  The  23d  of  October  1668.  Edward  Tyng 

Richard  Waldron.55 

,  j 

This  proceeding  of  the  Mafiachufets  was  reported  and 
publilhed  by  Jocelyn  *  in  a  more  unfavourable  light,  and 

as 

The  province  of  Main  or  the  country  of  the  Troquois  (Iroquois) 

heretofore  called  Laconia  or  New  Somerfeiihire,  is  a  colony  beiong;- 
“  inS  t0  the  grandfon  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  of  Afhton  Phillips  in 
t!ie  county  of  Someriet.  rl  he  faid  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  did  ex- 
e  Pend  in  planting  feveral  parts  of  New-England  above  twenty  thou- 
pounds  fierhng,  and  when  he  was  between  three  and  fourfcore 
>ears  of  age,  did  perfonally  engage  in  our  royal  mailer's  fervice, 
and  particularly  in  the  fiege  of  Brillol,  and  was  plundered  and  im- 
Diifoned  feveral  time:,  by  reafon  whereof  he  was  difcountenanced 
by  the  pretended  commiffioners  for  foreign  plantations,  and  his  pro- 
\ince  encroached  upon  by  the  MafTachufets  colony  who  afiumed  the 
government  thereof.  His  Majefty,  that  now  reigneth,  fent  over 
t  rij  commiilioners  to  reduce  them  within  their  bounds,  and  to  put 
t  Gorges^  again  into  pofiefiion.  But  there  falling  out  a  conteil 
,  out  bhe  commiffioners  iettied  it  in  the  King's  name  (until  the 
DulL,eiS  fnould  ^be  determined  before  his  Majeily)  and  gave  com- 
ts  millions  to  the  judge  of  their  courts,  and  the  juflices  to  govern  and 
^  aa  ^..cording  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  by  fuch  laws  of  their 
“  own  as  were  not  repugnant  to  them.  But,  as  foon  as  the  commif- 
30ners.  were  returned  for  England,  the  Mafiachufets  enter  the  pro- 
)  vmc?  m  a  hoilile  manner  with  a  troop  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  turned 
^  ^  lus  afiiilants  off  the  bench,  imprifoned  the  major  or 

“  com- 
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1 666  as  an  aft  of  greater  force  and  violence.  Indeed,  he  does 
to  not  pretend  that  there  was  any  oppofition  made  by  the 

1070  inhabitants,  but  only  by  the  particular  perfons  appointed 
by  the  commiffioners  to  govern  there,  and  it  always  ap¬ 
pealed  to  be  the  defire  of  a  great  part  of  the  people  to 
Jive  under  the  governor  of  the  Maffachufets. 

rriE  people  of  New-Hampfhire  had  continued  in  a 
quiet  and  orderly  ftate  ever  fince  the  year  1641.  There 
was  no  perfon  who  had  any  pretence  to  the  powers  of 
government,  Maion  having  only  a  grant  of  the  foil  from 
nie  council  oi  r  limouth.  Sir  herdinando  Gorges  received 
a  royal  charter,  granting  the  lame  royalties,  privileges 
ano  fmnchifes  as  aie  of  right  or  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by 
the  bifhop  of  Durham,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham, 

.  with  power  to  cOnftitute  a  deputy  governor,  a  chancellor, 
at  tea  hirer,  a  marlhal,  a,  judge  of  admiralty,  officers  of 
admiralty  for  ordering  maritime  affairs,  matter  of  ord¬ 
nance,.  a  fecretary,  &c.  and  by  repeatedly  nominatin'* 
fome  iuch  officers  and  attempting  to  eftabliffi  a  form  of 
government  confiding  of  different  perfons  from  thofe  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Maffachufets,  there  were  always  two  dif¬ 
ferent.  parties  and  intereffs  kept  alive  in  that  province, 
but  New-Hampfhire  had  been  fo  long  united  to  the  Maf- 
fachufets,  that  the  people  of  both  colonies  were  of  one 
heart  and  mind  in  civil  and  religious  affairs.  The  town 
of  Portfmouth  lhewed  an  infiance  of  their  great  regard 
to  the  public  intereft,  and  in  1669  made  a  colieftion,  as 
it  is  termed  in  the  inftrument  prefented  to  the  general 
couit,  more  probably  a  fubfeription,  of  fixty  pounds  per 
annum  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  for  the  ufe  of  Har- 

“  commander  of  the  militia,  threatned  the  judges  and  Tome  others 
“  that  were  faithful  to  Mr.  Gorges  intends.  I  could  difeover  many 
“  other  foul  proceedings,  but,  for  fome  reafons  which  might  be 
“  given,  I  conceive  it  not  convenient  to  make  report  thereof  to°vulgar 
“  ears,”  &c.  JoJJcljns  voyage  to  Nezu- England,  p,  199. 

This  Mr.  Jorfelyn  l  take  to  be  brother  to  the  juflice  of  peace  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  report  of  the  Maffachufets  commiflioners.  He  writes 
with  acrimony,  and  in  this  account,  as  well  as  feveral  other  parts  of 
his  voyages  to  New-England,  difeovers  a  flrong  prejudice  againfl  the 
people  of  the  colony. 
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vard  college,  ro  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  overfeers  1666 
and  they  fay  they  hoped  to  make  it  more  *.  ’ 

The  colony,  about  this  time,  made  a  greater  figure  1670 
than  it  ever  did  at  any  other  time.  The  report  made  by 
the  commifiioners  to  the  King  had  produced  no  further 
troubles  from  England.  The  plague,  the  fire  of  London, 
the  discontents  among  the  people  of  England,  caufed  by 
their  jealoufies  of  a  defign  to  fubvert  the  conftituuon  there 
may  well  enough  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  a 
icfpite  in  favour  of  the  people  here.  The  Mafiachufets  go¬ 
verned,  without  oppofition,  the  province  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  and  province  of  Main,  and  were  beginning  fettlements 
even  further  eaftward.  The  French  were  removed  from 
their  neighbourhood  on  the  one  fide,  an^  the  Dutch  and 
Swedes  on  the  other  Their  trade  was  as  extenfive  as  they 
could  wifh.  No  cuftom  houfe  was  eftabliined.  The  afts 
of  parhament  of  the  12  th  and  i5th  of  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  for  regulating  the  plantation  trade,  were  in  force 
but  the  governor,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  was  annually  to  be  eledted  by  the  people,  whofe 
mtereft  it  was  that  they  fhould  not  be  obferved.  Some  of 
t  e  magiftrates  and  principal  merchants  grew  very  rich  + 
and  a  pint  of  induftry  and  ceconomy  prevailed ^thiough 

ieMCrnB7;,r  B!1C  3  Change  of/*ffairs  came  on  foon  after. 

B^lln§ham  continued  governor  in  1671  and  1671 

1672  4..  Mr.  Leveret  was  chofen  deputy  governor  both  A  ' 

thofe  years,  and  in  1673,  he  fucceeded  Mr.  Bellingham  16:  - 

in 

a2ed  113  years’ died  the  ,3th  june  ,6c>  ai- 
*^Pri^4tn  l&7 1>  Mr.  Willoughby  the  deputy  yoverno’*  died  rv» 

^  Bajtifts  ElS 

___  •  1  ,  ^  ,  °*  ^cPtemher  the  fame  year.  He  was  *  leading 

chofen  beadle  in  1620.  '*  3  th  ‘ame  Perfon  who  was 

f  joflelyn,  p.  180.  " 

.«• M  “  b.= *• 

as  a  part  of  his  change  s  charter*  ls  always  mentioned 

fT*'-  ■««  ««£  . L?dy“„b,i's,  r  I 

»  r«h ,  fcet  CJ,  t  glSl 

couit 


6yi  in  the  place  of  governor,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Sy monos 

to  was  chofen  deputy  governor. 

673  The  ftridt  union,  which  had  been  from  the  beginning, 
between  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftkal  parts  of  the  confu¬ 
tation,  was  about  this  time  in  danger  of  being  broke,  or 
greatly  weakned.  After  Mr.  Wilfon’s  death,  the  firft: 
church  in  Bofton  invited  Mr.  Davenport,  the  minifter  of 
New-Haven,  to  fucceed  him.  He  was  then  about  70, 
had  gone  into  the  wildernefs  with  perfons  clofely  attached 
to  him,  and  remained  with  them  about  30  years,  and  they 
were  extremely  averle  to  his  leaving  them  *,  and  befides, 
he  was  at  the  head  of  a  party  more  ftrid  and  rigid  than* 
the  body  of  the  people  of  the  country,  for  he  had  always 
oppofed  the  admitting  to  baptifm  the  children  of  any 
who  were  not  in  full  communion  with  one  or  other  of  the 
churches.  It  is  not  flrange  that  there  fhouid  have  beer* 
a  party  of  Bolton  church  which  oppofed  his  fettiement. 
The  two  parties  in  this  church,  the  firft  in  rank  (although 
the  church  of  Salem  was  the  oldeft)  in  the  country,  pro¬ 
duced  two  parties,  not  in  the  other  churches  only,  but 
in  the  ftate  alfo.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  church, 
both  for  number  and  eftate,  formed  themfelves,  as  has 
been  obferved,  into  a  feparate  fociety.  Seventeen  mini- 
fters  *  bore  a  public  teftimony  againft  the  proceedings  of 
the  three  elders  -f  of  the  firft  church  in  Bofton,  viz.  againft 

court  thought  it  neceflary  to  ftipply  the  defers  of  it,  by  making  a  dif- 
pofition  of  his  eftate  themfelves.  Mr.  Leveret  was  among  the  junior 
aftiftants,  but  he  had  been  long  employed  in  public  affairs  and  places- 
of  great  truft,  Oliver  Cromwell  had  made  him  one  of  his  com  mi  f* 
fioners  in  1654,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Manhadoes.  He  was  in 
England  at  the  reftoration,  and  appeared  an  advocate  for  the  colony. 
Upon  his  return  to  New-England,  foon  after,  he  was  chofen  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  Bofton.  in  1664  was  chofen  major-general,  and  in  1665  an 
alftftant. 

*  John  Allin,  John  Higginfon,  John  Ward,  John  Wilfon,  Edmund 
Browne,  Samuel  Whiting  fenior,  Thomas  Cobbet,  John  Sherman, 
Samuel  Phillips,  Thomas  Shepard,  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel  Torrey, 
Zechary  Symmes,  John  Brocke,  Edward  Bulkley,  Samuel  Whiting 
junior,  John  Hale. 

f  Mr.  John  Davenport,  Mr.  James  Allen,  and  the  ruling  elder 
James  Penn. 

Mr. 
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n  ,  <  ' 
Mr.  Davenport  for  leaving  his  church  at  New-Haven,  1671 

contrary  to  his  profefted  principles,  and  againft  all  of  to 
them  for  communicating  parcels  only  of  letters  from  the  1672 
church  of  New-Haven  to  the  church  in  Bofton,  by  which 
artifice  the  church  was  deceived,  and  made  to  believe  the 
church  of  New-Haven  confented  to  his  difmiffion,  whert 
if  the  whole  had  oeen  read,  it  would  have  appeared  they 
did  not.  This  teftimony  was  fent  to  the  elders  the  day 
before  a  public  fail.  An  anfwer  was  given,  in  which  the 
elders  deny,  that  the  letters  concealed  would  have  been 
evidence  oi  the  refuial  of  the  church  of  New-Haven  to 
confent  to  Mr.  Davenport’s  leaving  them  and  fettling  at 
Bofton-,  the  church  was  only  unwilling  to  make  his  dif¬ 
miffion  their  immediate  aft.  Neither  the  church  of  New- 
Haven,  nor  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Bofton  can  be 
v  holly  juftified.  1  here  does  not  feem  to  have  been  that 
fairnefs  and  fimplicity  in  their  proceedings  which  the  oof- 
pel  requires.  The  firft  church  refuted  the  invitation  of 
the  new  fociety  to  join  with  other  churches  in  ordainino 
t  eirofficeis,  &c.  The  minifters  and  members  of  churches 
in  the  colony  were  engaged,  fome  on  one  fide  and  fome 
on  the  other,  and  the  contentions  were  lharp  at  lensth 
the  houfe  of  deputies  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  firft; 
church,  and  having  at  their  feffion  in  May  1670  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  prevailing  evils 
winch  had  procured  or  been  the  caufe  of  the  difpleafure 
of  God  againft  the  land,  they  reported  among  other 
cau.es,  thefe  that  follow,  viz.  “  Declenfion  from  the 


R,u;B  [  l'S’  V'Z'  ln  Ju  -y  i669’  a  council  had  been  called  by  Mr. 
Bellingham  the  governor,  (earing,  as  he  fays  ,n  the  order,  “  a  bid¬ 
den  tumu.t,  fome  pedons  attempting  to  fet  up  an  ed  fice  for  public 

MbrfcPceWi,"n  WM  aRPirhent.ded  by  aUth°rity  t0  be  detrimental w  the 
t“ainft  fs  r  a  Mr'  Bellingham,  u  is  evident,  was  warmly  engaged 
gamft  the  (eceders  but  the  council  thought  it  belt  not  to  interpofe, 
and  ,f  any  perfop  had  offended  againft  the  laws  they  advifed  to  pro- 

iedarT«  tW  >  111  !"i  C°Urc  ,°f 'a"  -  Th'y  iudSed  «  niee^  to 
’  ‘  at  ]t  was  tnedmy  of  thole  wag  were  about  to  erefta  new 

Tieeting-noufe  to  obferve  the  laws  and  orders  of  the  general  court  for 

eguaung  prudential  rtfFairp,  Ike.  and  if  they  did  not,  they  fhould 

lave  no  countenance  of  authority  in  their  proceedings. ” 

S  2  “  pri- 
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primitive  foundation  work,  innovation  in  doflrine  and 
worfhip,  opinion  and  practice,  an  invafion  of  the 
rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  churches,  an  ufurp- 
ation  of  a  lordly  and  prelatical  power  over  God’s  he¬ 
ritage,  a  fubverfion  of  gofpel  order,  and  all  this  with 
a  dangerous  tendency  to  the  utter  devaftation  of  thefe 
“  churches,  turning  the  pleafant  gardens  of  Chrift  into 
a  wildernefs,  and  the  inevitable  and  total  extirpation 
of  the  principles  and  pillars  of  the  congregational 
way  ;  thefe  are  the  leaven,  the  corrupting  gangrene, 
the  infedling  fpreading  plague,  the  provoking  image 
of  jealoufy  fet  up  before  the  Lord,  the  accurfed  thing 
which  hath  provoked  divine  wrath,  and  doth  further 
threaten  deftrudion.”  They  then  take  notice  of  the 
late  tranfadion  of  churches  and  elders  in  conftituting  the 
third  church  in  Bolton,  as  irregular,  illegal,  and  dif- 
orderly  *, 

Several  of  the  minifters,  at  the  next  fefiion  of  the 
general  court,  prcfented  a  petition  or  addrefs,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  great  goodnefs  of  God  in  favouring  the  land 
for  fo  long  a  time  with  a  godly  and  able  magiftracy,  and 
defiring,  that  it  might  alfo  be  remembered  that  the  people 
were  led  forth  into  this  wildernefs  not  only  “  by  the 
hands  of  Mofes,  but  alfo  of  Aaron,  viz.  that  reverend 
miniftry  which  had  tranfported  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
the  prefence  of  God  in  his  ordinances,  fettled  in  gofpel 
order.”  This  being  premifed,  they  folemnly  profelfed 
that  they  (till  adhered  to  the  fafe  and  fober  principles  of 
the  congregational  way,  in  oppofition  to  feparation,  mo- 
rellian  or  anarchical  confufion  and  licentious  toleration. 
This  profefiion  they  made,  to  vindicate  their  integrity 
and  innocency  from  the  unjuft  charge  of  innovation  and 
loud  cry  of  apoftacy  laid  upon  the  generality  of  the  mi- 


*  Mr.  Flint,  the  minifler  of  Dorcnefter,  in  his  diary,  whilft  this 
court  was  fitting,  has  this  obfervation  :  “  A  fpirit  of  divifion,  perfe- 
“  cuting  and  opprefting  God’s  minilters  and  precious  faints,  is  the  fin 
“  which  is  unfeen  an’d  none  bears  witnefs  againft.  It  is  a  great  fin 
and  threatens  a  fvvord  of  divine  wrath.  God's  feers  fear  it,  and 
*c  their  bowels  and  companions  are  moved  at  it.” 

niftry. 
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niftry,  heightened  by  the  reports  of  the  committee  chofen  1671 
by  the  houfe  of  deputies  in  t;heir  laft  feffion,  and  the  votes  to 
of  the  major  part  of  the  houfe.  They  go  on  and  fay,  that  1673 
“  this  charge  evidently  appears  to  be  the  tranlports  of  a 
party,  by  inftancing  the  bufinefs  of  the  third  church,  and 
lb  deligning  to  hinder  the  confummation  of  that  work  of 
God,  in  the  peaceable  fettlement  thereof  in  adlual  and  full 
communion  with  other  churches,  and  by  mifreprefenting, 
that  weighty  and  worthy  tranfadion,  before  inquiry  had 
been  made  into  the  ftate  of  the  cafe.  Thefe  things  were 
matters  of  great  grievance,  inafmuch  as  an  antimimfterial 
fpirit  had  thereby  been  ftrengthened  and  emboldened,  the 
hearts  and  hands  of  thofe  who  laboured  in  the  miniftry 
weakened,  the  fpirits  of  many  being  filled  with  groundlefs 
jealoufies  and  fufpicions  againft  the  miniftrations  of  the  . 
elders.  They  made  this  humble  reprefentation  in  hopes 
of  redrefs,  either  by  being  called  upon  publicly  to  vindi¬ 
cate  themfelves,  or  by  the  court’s  moving  for  a  general 
convention  of  churches  by  their  elders  and  mefiengers, 
for  the  decifion  of  queftions  and  accommodation  of  dif¬ 
ferences,  or  by  fuch  other  means  and  meafures  as  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  court  (hould  feem  meet 

The  court  took  this  addrefs  into  their  immediate  coa- 
fideration,  and  having  firlt  afferted  their  own  authority, 
and  that  the  afts  of  the  court  were  not  liable  to  quefiion 
by  any,  and  that  free  debates  were  the  indubitable  right 
of  the  court,  they  then  acknowledged,  that  in  an  hour  of 
temptation  fuch  acts  may  pais  in  one  court,  as  may,  ac¬ 
cording  to  principles  of  religion,  prudence  and  ftate  inte- 
rffr>  reviewed,  and  upon  mature  deli  >eration  be  rec¬ 
tified  in  another ;  and  in  the  cafe  then  under  confidera- 
tion,  tne  court  thought  it  their  duty  to  declare,  that  fe- 
veral  expreffions  in  the  votes  referred  to  in  the  petition 
appeared  exceptionable ;  and,  that  the  court  might  re¬ 
move  all  juft  grounds  of  grievance  in  the  hearts  of  the  r e» 

J°hn  Allin,  Thomas  Cobb. t,  William  Hubbard,  Sa¬ 
muel  whiting,  Samuel  Whiting  junior,  J  hn  Sherman,  Samuel  Phil  ips, 

Samuel  1  orrey,  John  Ward,  John  Higginfon,  Thomas  Shepard,  An- 
ppas  Mewman,  Edmund  Browne,  Thomas  Thacher,  Seaborn  Cotton. 

S  3  verenct 
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1071  verend  elders,  and  that  their  miniftry  might  not  be  made 

to  ineffectual  by  that  antiminifterial  fpiiic  that  too  much  ran. 

167^  through  the  country,  it  was  ordered,  that  ail  papers  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  cafe  lhouid  be  accounted  ufele  s,  and  not 
be  improved  agamft  tae  reverend  elders,  as  having  been 
the  caufe  of  God’s  difpleai ure  again  ft  the  country  •,  and 
whereas  many  had  taken  upon  them  to  publilh  the  fecrets 
of  the  court  in  that  cafe,  the  court  further  declared,  that 
they  knew  no  juft  cauie  of  tho,'e  fcandalizing  reflections 
indefinitely  call  upon  magrftrates,  elders  and  churches, 
either  in  reference  to  the  new  church  in  B<  fton  or  other- 
wife,  and  therefore,  until  they  were  further  informed, 
they  judged  them  to  be  innocent,  calumniated  and  mifre- 
prdented.  The  court  then  profels,  that  they  will  adhere 
to  the  primitive  ends  of  their  corning  over,  and  retain 
the  fober  principles  of  the  congregational  way  and  the 
practice  of  their  churches,  cc  in  their  purefi:  and  moft 
athletick  conftitution 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  relating  this  tranfac- 
tion,  becaufe  it  gives  us  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  con¬ 
nection  between  the  civil  and  ecciefiaftical  power,  the 
churches,  notwithftanding  their  claim  to  independency, 
being  liable  to  controul  as  oft  as  their  proceedings  were 
difapproved  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  magiftrates,  who  were  annually  eleCted,  being 
iometimes  liable  to  be  difplaced  by  the  influence  of  the 
clergy  in  elections,  when  their  proceedings  were  fuppofed 
to  bear  hard  upon  the  liberties  of  the  churches,  for  the 
clergy  ftill  retained  a  great  proportion  of  the  weight  they 
had  at  the  beginning.  Indeed  parifhes  were  multiplied 
in  the  colony,  many  of  them  fmall,  and  in  new  iettle- 
ments.  The’ftipends  to  the  minifters  were  leflened,  and, 
foon  after  this  time,  fomeof  them  complained,  as  many 
curates  do  in  England,  “  that  they  prophecied  in  fack- 

*  This  change  of  fenriments  in  the  coart  was  owing  id  the  change 
of  perfons  in  the  honfe  of  deputies,  there  being  of  fifty  members,  the 
number  of  the  hoafe  this  year,  twenty  only  who  were  of  the  houfe  the 
year  before;  and  this  is  an  evidence  of  the  whole  colony’s  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  difpute. 


cloth.” 
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cloth.”  Notwithftanding  this,  as  long  as  the  charter  1671 
continued,  their  influence  in  the  affairs  of  government  to 
continued,  as  we  fhall  have  further  occafion  to  obferve.  1673 
The  war  with  the  Indians,  commonly  called  Philip’s 
war,  endangered  the  very  being  of  the  colony,  and  it  was 
aqueftion  with  feme,  whether  the  Indians  would  not 
prevail  to  a  total  extirpation  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants. 

At  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Englifh  the  Indians  were  treat¬ 
ed  with  kindnefs,  to  obtain  their  friendfhip  and  favour  5 
but  they  having  no  acquaintance  with  fire-arms,  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  grew  by  degrees  lefs  apprehenfive  of  danger,  finding 
by  means  of  corflets  or  armour,  that  they  were  not  much 
expofed  to  danger  from  bows  and  arrows  of  fo  fimple  con- 
ftrudion  as  thofe  of  the  Indians.  The  quarrels  which 
the  Indians  had  always  been  engaged  in  amongft  them- 
felves  were  a  further  fecurity  to  the  Engiifh,  who  on  the 
one  hand  endeavoured  to  reftrain  them  from  an  open  war 
with  one  another,  and  on  the  other  to  keep  lip  fo  much 
contention  as  to  prevent  a  combination,  and  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  Englifh,  as  umpires,  neceffary  from  time  to 
time.  The  Engliih,  before  their  arrival,  had  fuch  ideas 
■of  the  fachems,  that  at  the  firft  meetings  refped  was 
fhewn  them,  in  fome  proportion  to  what  would  have  been 
required  by  the  Prince  of  a  petty  ftate  in  Europe ;  but 
the  bafe  iordid  minds  of  the  beft  of  them,  and  the  little 
authority  they  had  over  their  own  fubjeds,  foon  rendered 
them  contemptible.  At  New-Plimouth,  the  governor  in 
the  firft  treaty  with  Maffafoiet,  in  1620,  acquainted  him 
that  King  James  confidered  him  as  his  good  friend  and  ally. 

This  was  too  great  an  honour  for  Maffafoiet,  he  was  con¬ 
tent  to  acknowledge  the  King  to  be  his  fovereign.  '  The 
next  year,  the  governor  cauled  the  petty  fachems  to  fign 
an  inftrument,  in  which  they  owned  themfelves  to  befub- 
jeft  to  King  James  *.  Subjeds,  was  a  word  of  which  they 

had 

*  il  Sept*  13,  A.  D.  1621.  Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefenis,  that 
we  whole  names  are  underwritten,  do  acknowledge  ourfelves  to  be 
Ihe  loyal  fubjeds  of  King  James,  King  of  Great -Britain,  France 

$  4  aftd 
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1671  had  no  precife  idea.  For  near  forty  *  years  to-e^-r 

j S ,  til  Tn  rhaUt rdfr  n°  f Cat  l°nCern’  °r  °f  no  lonS  wntinu* 

73  foiet’or  Onf :  ny’  the  ne,Shbouring  Indians,  Mafia- 

E»lS,OUAfmTn,  *  TT  C0Urting  the  friendfhiP  of  the 
ghfli.  After  his  death  f  and  the  death  of  his  eJdeft  Ton 

fon  a  man  °f  Aiexf der’  Mftacom  or  Philip  J  his  fecond 
fon  a  man  of  great  fpirit,  by  h:s  behaviour  raifed  fufp.cions 

of  adefign  agamft  the  Englith,  but,  appearing  before  the 

court  in  Piimouth  in  1662,  he  exprefTed  his  deiire  to  con- 

tinut  in  fri  ndflnp,  and  promifed,  that  he  and  his  fucceffors 

wou  d  always  remain  faithful  fubjedts  to  the  KinaS  of 

England,  and  that  he  would  never  alienate  his  landsf  and 

and  Ireland  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  In  witnefs  whereof  and  as 
foliowS1  0,1  iame'  fubfcribed  our  names  Pf  ia,k.  as 

Ohquamehud  Nattawahunt  Quadaquina 

Conwacomet  Caunbatant  Efottamoiden 

Obbattnnua  Chickatawbut  Apannow.” 

Alexander  eldeft  fon  of  MafTafoiet,  foon  after  his  father’s  A  path 

aJ°"t  ,d5b’  w:as  fufpeaed  of  plotting  with  the  Naraganfets  aeainll 
the  Englifh  Mr.  Jofias  Winflow  with  eight  or  ten  fto«  men  armed 

theEn  sdifot  fu,Pr,Ze  ,at  a  h“n*lng  houfe  about  fix  miles  diftant  from 
the  Englifh  towns,  and  carried  him  to  the  governor.  This  raifed  his 

end  mah-°rf°  '  T  1egr“  3\t0  bnn§  3  fever  uPon  him  which  put  an 

Srf3  hta  *K.P'“  ”g“h"-  Phllip  h“  b“‘“-  *  A 

t  MafTafoiet  juft  before  his  death  when  he  was  treating  for  the  fale 
pf  feme  of  his  lands  at  Swanfey,  infifted  upon  it  as  a  condition  that  the 
pnguih  fhould  never  attempt  to  draw  off  any  of  his  people  from  their 
reugnn  to  chnftian.ty,  and  would  not  recede  until  he  found  the  treaty 
wou.d  break  off  if  he  urged  it  any  further.  Hubbard.  * 

J  in  l662’  when  Maflafoiet’s  two  Tons  were  at  Plimouth  the  go¬ 
vernor  gave  them  their  Englifh  names.  The  Indians  in  genial  were 
jond  or  haying  names  given  to  them.  Their  father  never  took  an  En»- 

!ilh  n,ame,:  „ 1  h,IiP  was  charged  by  the  Englifh  with  being  not  on?y 
haugnty  but  perfidious  and  impious.  They  charged  him  with  pride 
“n  ambition,  in  afpirmg  to  the  fovereignty  of  a  country  which  he 
would  have  enjoyed  as  his  inheritance  if  they  had  not  prevented  :  with 
perfidy  m  breaking  promftes  made  whilft  under  reflramt  and  in  the 
power  of  thole  to  whom  they  were  made ;  and  with  impiety  in  refufinr 
fP  receive  his  religion  from  his  enemies.  ’  ■ 


\ 
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never  make  war  wirh  any  other  Indians  without  the  privity  1671 
and  allowance  of  the  government  of  New-Plimouth  * .  to 
The  Indians  within  the  Maffachufets  bounds,  were  not  un-  167? 
der  one  general  fachem,  bat  divided  into  fmaller  cantons. 
Thefe,  one  after  another,  were  brought  to  acknowledge 
their  lubjedtion  to  the  Maffachufets  government,  particu-  1 
larly  in  1643,  when  danger  was  apprehended  froni  the 
Naraganiets,  five  fachems  fubjedfed  tnemfelves  by  the 
fame  instrument  "f\  Befides  rules  and  orders  which  they 
were  encouraged  to  make  for  their  own  government,  for 
any  offence  againfc  the  Enghfhthey  were  punifhed  by  the 
Enghfh  laws,  andfo  likewife  for  any  capital  or  heinous  of¬ 
fence  among  themfelves.  The  cafe  of  a  fquaw  convidted 
of  adultery  was  referred  to  the  elders,  for  advice  whether 
fhe  fhould  die  or  not.  They  were  merciful  to  her,  and 
fhe  efcaped  withafmart  whipping.  Notwithlfanding  the 
laws  to  ltftrain  all  perfons  from  felling  guns  or  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  the  Indians,  they  were  generally  furnilhed  with 
both,  and  were  become  good  markfmen. 

In  1670  the  Pokanoket  or  Philip’s  Indians  were  again 
fufpedted  by  their  frequent  affembling  together,  by  fixing 
up  their  guns,  grinding  their  hatchets,  and  other  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  by  infults  offered  to  the  Englifh  in  different 


*  However  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  this  was  a  reafonable  re- 
qmtition,  tome  of  the  terms  of  it  were  plain  and  well  underftood 
t  We  have  and  by  thefe  prefents  do.  voluntarily  and  without  any 
constraint,  cr  perfuafion  but  of  our  own  free  motion,  put  ourfelve,,  our 

fhbjMSmlakdr’  and  eftates  under  the  government  and  jurifdidion  of 
.he  Maffachufets  to  be  governed  and  protefled  by  then,  according  to 

their  juft  laws  and  orders  io  far  as  we  (hall  be  made  capable  of  under- 
ftand.ng  them  ;  and  we  do  promife  for  ourfeives  and  all  our  fubjeds 
and  all  our  poftenty,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  thefaid  government  and 
aiding  to  the  maintenance  thereof  to  our  belt  ability,  and  from  time 
une  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt  or  evil  inten- 
icn  01  any,  of  which  we  (hall  know  or  hear  of  againft  the  fame,  aid 
we  do  promife  to  be  willing,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  intruded  i..  the 
knowledge  and  worlhip  of  God.  [„  witnefs  whereof  we  have  here¬ 
unto  put  our  hands  the  8th  of  the  firft  month  1(343-4 


Cutchamacke 

M^ftanomet 


Nafhowanon 

Sachem 
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1 67 1  places,  to  be  meditating  a  general  war.  The  government 
to  of  Phmouth,  in  March,  fent  meffengers  to  them  to  inouire 
1673  into  the  reafon  of  this  behavior,,,  "and  at  he  f  n  e  time 
wrote  to  the  Maffachufets,  acquainting  them  therewith? 

governor  and  magiftrates,  always  averfe  to  an  open 
ieaci,  immediately  difpatched  their  own  meffengers*  to 

t h  °n,  t0  P,reve"c  a  ^ar  if  pofTible,  which  Plimouth 
had  intimated  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  begin,  if  they 
could  not  otherwife  bring  the  Indians  to  reafon.  They 
met  at  iaunton,  the  13th  of  April,  where  the  gover¬ 
nor  f  and  two  other  of  Phmouth  gentlemen  j  met  with 
•  them,  and  whilft  they  were  in  conference  and  examining 
witneffes  concerning  the  behaviour  of  the  Indians  the 
governor  received  a  meffage  from  Philip,  fignifving  that 
he  was  at  three  mile  river,  and  that  he  defined  the  Gover¬ 
nor  to  come  up  thither  to  fpeak  with  him.  The  "over- 
nor  returned  anfwer§  that  he  was  at  Taunton  ready  for  a 

t*  1  j  ",  *  c  1  e  to  him,  promifing 

Security.  Philip  refufed  to  move,  until  two  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  s  meffengers  [|  offered  to  remain  as  hoftages,  and 
then  he  declined  coming  into  the  town,  and  reiblved  to 
go  on  as  far  as  the  mill,  with  ail  his  men  in  arms,  de- 
Jinng  the  governor  to  come  to  him  there.  This  return 
was  made  to  the  governor,  with  further  intelligence  that 
Philip  was  on  the  march  with  all  his  men  in  'arms,  and 
foon  alter  he  appeared  at  the  mill,  placing  centinels 
round  a  hill  near  to  it,  but  fent  no  meffage  into  the  town. 
Some  within  the  town  were  for  attacking  him,  but  the 
Mafiachufets  commifiioners  were  afraid  of  the  event  and 
would  not  confent  to  it.  Ail  agreed,  that  the  governor 
mould  not  condefcend  to  go  out  to  him.  At  length  the 
Mafiachmets  commifiioners  offered  to  go  out  and  try  to 
perfuade  him  to  come  in.  At  firft  he  was  unwilling,  and 
his  counfellors  declared  he  fhould  not  go,  but  finally  he 
confented,  provided  his  men  might  go'with  him,  they  to 

*  William  Davis,  William  Hudfon,  and  Thomas  Brattle. 

*f  Mt\  I  r:nce.  ft  A.  jolias  Window,  and  Conlfant  Southwotth, 

By  old  Roger  Williams  and  fome  others, 
f I  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Browi^ 

be 
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peon  one  fide  of  the  meeting-houfe,  and  the  Englifh  on  1671 
the  other.  Philip  denied  that  he  had  any  further  pur-  to 
pofe  in  bringing  his  men  together  and  arming  them,  than  1673 
to  defend  himfelf  from  any  attacks  which  might  be  made 
by  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  feme  of  whom  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  quarrels  with  fome  of  his  people;  but,  upon 
enquiry,  it  appeared,  that  he  was  on  better  terms  with 
the  Naraganfets  than  ever  before,  and  plentiful  evidence 
being  produced  of  his  preparations  both  of  ammunition 
and  provifions,  and  of  parties  of  his  men  being  deftined 
for  the  attack  of  Taunton,  Seaconk,  and  other  places, 
he  was  confounded  and  made  a  full  confeffion.  Such  im¬ 
provement  was  made  of  it  by  the  commifiioners  that 
they  required  of  him  fatisfa&ion  for  part  damages  and 
fecurity  againft  future  injuries.  The  firft  was  not  long 
inlifled  on,  but  with  refpedt  to  the  latter,  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  deliver  up  what  Englifh  arms  he  then  had 
with  him,  being  about  70  guns,  and  to  promife  to  fend 
in  the  remainder  in  a  few  days.  A  writing  was  alfo 
drawn  up,  which  he  contented  to  fign,  acknowledging  his 
pad  breach  of  faith,  and  promifing  future  fidelity  *. 

The  lofsof  fo  many  guns  mud  have  been  grievous  to 
Philip,  at  a  time  when  he  only  waited  a  good  opportunity 
of  falling  upon  the  Englifh.  His  fubmitting  to  the  ac- 

know- 

\ 

*  “  Taunton,  12th  April  1671.  Whereas  my  Father,  my  brother, 
and  myfelf,  have  formerly  fubmitted  ourfelves,  our  country,  and  our 
people  unto  the  King’s  Majefty  of  England  and  colony  of  New-Plt- 
mouth,  by  folemn  covenant  under  our  hands,  but  I  having  of  late, 
through  my  indifcretion  and  the  naughtinefs  of  my  heart,  violated 
and  broken  this  my  covenant  with  my  friends,  by  taking  up  arms 
\vith  evil  intent  againft  them,  and  that  groundlefsly,  and  being 
now  deeply  fenfible  of  my  unfaithfulnefs  and  folly,  defire  at  this  time 
fo’emnly  to  renew  my  covenant  with  my  ancient  friends  and  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  friends  above  mentioned,  and  do  defire  this  may  teftify  to  the 
world  againft  me,  if  ever  I  fhall  again  fail  in  my  faithfulnefs  towards 
them  (that  I  have  now  and  at  all  times  found  fo  kind  to  me)  or  any 
other  ol  the  Englifh  colonies.  And  as  a  real  pledge  of  my  true  in¬ 
tention,  for  the  future  to  be  faithful  and  friendly,  I  do  freely  engage 
to  refign  up  to  the  government  of  New-Pfimouth  all  my  Englifh  arms, 
jo  be  kept  by  them  for  their  fecurity,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  iee  reafon. 

For 


\ 


28o 
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1  to  1  Tk:rIed^ent  in  ,VVritinS  was  of  no  confequence.  The 
1672  them  "to  re"  genCra  ’•  Wll‘  Promife  any  thing  required  of 

iWdi/te TVefian  "TT"8  dan§er’  or  *o  procure  an 
min  ire  In  entLt’  a!K  dify  regard  inch  piomifes  not  a 
™  'i  "f  th“  ”, ^  their  advantage  to  do  it. 

efo‘;p  ",as  «  Ifomy  he  thought  no  more  of  his 
f -if  8r^  jl  ’  he  gLlns  were  not  brought  in,  and  he  him- 
ft«nc?TCH't0  C°  re  tO,P,im0Urh’  when  required.  Many 

mTm  r  Rr  r  °ned  “  him-  °n  the  23d  of  Auguft 
‘  Norton,  fecretary,  in  the  name  of  the  court  of  Pii- 

mouth,  wrote  to  the  Maffachufets  governor,  to  be  com- 

Emmo  dRT  C°Unci1’  accIua*nting  him  that  they  had 

tt  ?  ed/,hli,PrapPear°nthe  ^th  of  September, 
ttiat,  if  he  u.d  not  do  it,  they  had  determined,  on  the[2oth 

"  nniOUtuf°;(  e;  t0,i;educe  him  to  reafon,  unlefs  better 
;a  ?n  j  1 u)d  ^eai°na.bly  appear  to  them,  by  the  Mafia- 
enufets  advice,  to  prevent  it ;  that  it  was  a  common  caufe, 
and  hey  fhould  well  accept  of  affiftance ;  but  it  was 
plainly  intimated,  that  if  aid  fhould  be  refufed  thev 
vvoule  engage  a  one.  Philip  happened  to  come  to  Bofton, 
wub  his  counfellors,  the  fame  day  the  letter  was  received 
and  reprelented  his  cafe  fo  favourably  to  the  governor 
and  council,  that,  in  their  anfwer  to  Pli  mouth,  they 
orged  that  government  to  refer  the  difference  between 
1  m hp  and  them  to  commiflioners  from  the  Maffachufets 
andConnechcut *.  Plimouth  declined  this  propofal,  and 
infilled  on  Philip  s  appearance  at  the  time  propofedf, 

but 

In  the  prefence  of  The  mark  of  Philip  chief  fachem  P 

Wm.  Davis  The  mark  of  Taculoe  V 

vm.  Hudfon  The  mark  of  Capt.  Wifpafh  T 

Tho.  Lrattle,  The  mark  of  Woukaponkanet  T 

The  mark  of  Nimrou  Z. 

r  *  tll,s  tl*me,t^1^re  vvas  2  breach  in  the  union  between  the  colonies 
fr  m  10  me  rr,ifi-m:erftandmgs,  hut  the  next  year  167a  it  was  healed,  and 
feme  alterations  made  in  the  articles. 

t  rhe  nature  of  Philip’s  fubjeftion  to  the  government  cf  P'imouth 
was  e  njuircu  into,  upon  this  occafion,  by  the  Maffachufets.  They 
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but  finally  the  Mafiachufets  declaring  that  there  did  not  1671 
appear  fufficient  grounds  for  commencing  hoftilities,  to 
PJimouth  confented  to  give  Philip  further  time  until  the  1673 
26th,  promifed  him  fafe  conduct,  and  defired  t  com- 
miffioners  from  Maffachufets  and  Conne&icut  to  be  pre- 
fent  and  give  advice.  Whilft  Philip  was  at  Bofton  he 
engaged  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a  quarrel  with  Pli- 

fay  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  September,  “  We  do  not  underdand 
<s  how  far  he  hath  fubjeded  himfelf  to  you,  but  the  treatment  you 
**  have  given  him  and  proceedings  towards  him  do  not  render  him 
te  fuch  a  fubjed,  as  that,  if  there  be  not  a  prefent  anfwering  to  fum- 
“  mons,  there  fhould  prefently  be  a  proceeding  to  hoftilities ;  and  the 
“  fvvord  once  drawn  and  dipped  in  blood  may  make  him  as  indepen- 
<e  dent  upon  you,  as  you  are  upon  him.”  Notwithftanding,  that  in 
the  treaties  from  time  to  time,  the  Indians  have  acknowledged  them- 
felves  fubjeds  to  the  Kings  of  England,  yet  they  ftill  retained,  in 
their  idea  of  fubjedion,  a  degree  of  independency  which  Englifh  fub¬ 
jeds  have  no  pretence  to.  The  Six  Nations  go  no  farther  than  to  call 
the  great  King  their  father.  They  never  call  themfelves  fubjeds. 

When  Philip  was  at  Bofton,  in  1671,  and  the  letters,  which  had  been 
received  from  Plimouth,  were  read  to  him,  he  expreffed  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  governor  and  council  as  follows :  44  That  his  predeceftors  had 
44  been  friendly  witn  Plimouth  governors,  and  an  engagement  of  that 
*£  nature  was  made  by  his  father  and  renewed  by  his  brother,  and 
44  (when  he  took  the  government)  by  himfelf,  but  they  were  only 
C(  agreements,  for  amity  and  not  for  fubjedion  any  further,  as  he  ap- 
44  prebends ;  he  defired  to  fee  a  copy  of  the  engagement  they  fpeak 
44  of,  and  that  the  governor  of  the  Mafiachufets  would  procure  it 
“  for  him.  He  knew  not  that  they  were  fubjeds,  Praying  Indians 
“  were  fubjeds  to  Maffachufets  and  had  officers  and  magiftrates  ap- 
61  pointed,  they  had  no  fuch  thing  with  them,  and  therefore  were  not 
“  fubjed.”  (Maffachufets  files.)  In  the  feveral  treaties  between  the 
Maffachufets  and  the  Eaftern  Indians,  from  Sir  William  Phips’s  treaty 
in  1693  down  to  the  laft  treaty  of  peace  in  1749,  the  Indians  have 
always  acknowledged  fubjedion  to  the  crown  of  England  ;  notvvith- 
ftanding  luch  agreements,  they  have  remained  as  independent  of  the 
Mafiachufets  government  as  they  were  before  any  treaty  was  made 
with  them.  When  they  call  the  King  their  Sovereign,  perhaps  they 
have  no  other  idea  than  the  Six  Nations  have  when  they  call  him  Fa¬ 
ther.  It  is  indeed  at  this  day  of  no  other  importance  than  a  matter 
cf  meer  fpeculadon,  the  eafiern  Indians,  the  fubjed  of  thele  treaties, 
it  the  remains  of  all  their  tribes  were  colleded  into  one,  not  delerving 
die  name  of  a  nation,  ‘and  in  a  few  years  more  they  will  be  extinct. 
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1671  mouth,  until  he  had  firft  addrelfed  himfelf  to  the  Malta- 
o  Cxi u lets  for  advice  and  approbation. 

1  ^73  1he  mediators  met  at  Plimouth,  and  matters  teemed 
o  be  accommodated  j  Philip  figned  to  fuch  articles  as  it 
wa4Sc  t^l’S^rf^onable  he  fhould  do,  whichwere  as  follows; 

WE  Philip  and  my  council,  and  my  fubiefts,  do 
acknowledge  ourfelves  lubjed  to  his  Majefly  the  Kino- 

or  England  and  the  government  of  New-Plimouth,  and 
to  their  laws. 


2dly.  lam  willing,  and  do  promife,  to  pay  unto  the 
government  of  Plimouth  one  hundred  pounds  in  fuch 
things  as  I  have,  but  I  would  intreat  the  favour  that  I 

might  have  three  years  to  pay  it  in,  forafmuch  as  I  can- 
not  do  it  at  prefent. 

3dly.  I  do  promife  to  fend  unto  the  governor,  or 
whom  he  fhall  appoint,  five  wolves  heads,  if  I  can  get 

them,  or  as  many  as  I  can  procure,  until  they  comedo 
five  wolves  yearly. 

r  itthly*  lf  any  difference  between  the  Englifh  and 
myfelf  and  people,  then  I  do  promife  to  repair  to  the  00- 
vernor  of  llimouth,  to  redtify  the  difference  amongft  us. 

5thly.  1  do  promife  not  to  make  war  with  any,  but 
with  the  governor’s  approbation  of  Plimouth. 

6thly.  I  promife  not  to  difpofe  of  any  of  the  land3 
tuat  I  have  at  prefenr,  but  by  the  approbation  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Plimouth,  “  0 


ror  the  true  performance  of  the  premifes,  I  the  faid 
Sachem,  Philip  of  Pawkamauket,  do  hereby  bind  myfdf 
and  fuch  of  my  council  as  are  prefent,  ourfelves,  our 
heiis,  our  lucceflors,  faithfully.  In  witnefs  whereof  we 
have  hereuntojubferibed  our  hands,  the  day  and  year 


above  written  *. 

“  In  the  pefence  of 
thecourt  and  divers 
of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Maffachufets 
and  Connecticut.” 


The  mark  P  of  Philip  the 
Sachem  of  Pawkamauket 
The  mark  t  o!  Uocompan 
T  he  mark  [  of  Wotokom 
The  mark  7  of  Samkana. 

T  HE 


*  There  is  no  date  to  the  printed  articles  in  Mr.  Hubbard’s  hiftory 
of  the  war. 
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The  Englifh  have  been  charged,  by  Tome  writers,  with  1671 
afts  of  injuftice  to  the  Indians,  which  have  provoked  to 
them  and  occafioned  the  frequent  wars.  There  have  1673 
been  many  inftances  of  abufes  offered  to  particular  per¬ 
rons  among  the  Indians,  by  evil  minded  Englifhmen,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  feme  parts  of  the  province  which  have 
fuffered  moft  by  Indian  cruelties,  may  have  been  under 
loo  ftrong  prejudices,  and,  by  this  means,  offenders, 
when  brought  upon  trial,  may  have  been  acquitted  by 
:oo  favourable  juries.  We  are  too  apt  to  confider  the 
Indians  as  a  race  of  beirrgs  by  nature  inferior  to  us,  and 
born  to  fervitude.  Philip  was  a  man  of  high  fpirit,  and 
:ould  not  bear  to  fee  the  Englifh  of  New-Plimouth  ex¬ 
tending  their  fettlements  over  the  dominions  of  his  ances¬ 
tors  ;  and  although  his  father  had,  at  one  time  or  other, 
conveyed  to  them  all  that  they  were  polfeffed  of,  yet  he 
had  fenfe  enough,  to  diftinguifh  a  free  voluntary  co¬ 
venant  from  one  made  under  a  fort  of  dureffe,  and  he 
could  never  reft  until  he  brought  on  the  war  which  ended 
[n  his  deftrudlion.  The  eaftern  wars  have  been  caufed  by 
the  attachment  of  thofe  Indians  to  the  French,  who  have 
taken  all  opportunities  of  exciting  them  to  hoftilities 
again  ft  the  Englifh. 

From  1671  to  1674*  we  meet  with  no  tranfaftion  of  1674 
moment  relating  to  the  Indians,  but  it  is  affirmed  that  to 
Philip  was  all  this  time  ufing  meafures  to  engage  the  In-  1676 

dians 


An  Englifhman  was  found  dead*  having  been  (hot  through  the 
body,  in  Dedham  woods,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1671  ;°an  In¬ 
dian,  the  fuppofed  murderer,  was  taken  and  imprifoned,  whether 

executed  or  not  I  do  not  find,  but  it  kept  the  colony  in  an  alarm  for 
rome  time. 

*  May  *672,  the  union  between  the  three  colonies,  being  re¬ 
newed  by  commiffioners,  was  ratified  by  the  general  court  at 
Lofton.  They  were  to  meet  now  but  once  in  three  years,  unlefs  upon 
.xtraordinary  occafions.  7  he  proportion  of  men  for  any  general 
fervice  was  fettled  for  r  5  years  to  come  as  follows,  viz.  MafTachufets 
100,  Plimouth  30,  ConnedLcut  60. 

.  May  2&th  i672  War  was  proclaimed  againft  the  Dutch  in  Bofton, 
in  confequence  of  the  King’s  declaration  of  war  publifhed  in  Eng¬ 
land*  This  was  the  fir  ft  inftanee  of  any  public  declaration  of  vvar 

in 
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l674fn"Un  °f  ^-EnS,and  t0  «niK  agamft  the 

Tha  M '  1  he/ndians  about  Hadley  confeffed  fuch  a  plot 
The  Naraganfets  had  engaged  to  bring  four  thoufanc 

Fn  VO  hlS  couId,not  be  done  immediately.  The 
Englifh  were  upon  the  watch.  Some  fire-arms  had  been 

taken  from  the  Indians.  To  provide  fufficient  arms,  am- 

munition  and  pyovifions,  whilft  under  fufpicion,  was  a 

work  of  time.  They  did  not  expeft  to  be  prepared  before 

tr  ;e  ffr’nf.of.?.67.6’  but  Philip  precipitated  his  own  na¬ 
tion  and  his  allies  into  a  war,  before  they  were  prepared. 
1  his  was  evident  from  the  diftradion  of  the  Indians  in  all 
paits  of  New-England,  upon  the  firft  news  of  thediftur- 

Zf1Crn°l0n}t]  T‘!i  •he  ?UtCrh  wars’  in  the  t!me  of  the  parliament 
and  Cromwell,  and  in  the  former  war  after  the  reiteration,  until 

forces  came  to  reduce  the  Manhados,  correfpondence  and  com- 
EuropeCOnUnUed  °etWeen  the  coIonies>  notwithftanding  the  war  in 

March  21ft  1673,  the  cakle  at  the  entrance  of  Bofton  harbour, 
being  of  timber,  was  burnt  down  by  accident.  A  new  fortrefs  of 
none  was  eieCted,  faid  then  to  be  a  krong  work. 

In  Auguft  the  fame  year  advice  came  to  Bofton  that  the  Dutch,  af¬ 
ter  taking  fever?.!  (lnps  at  Virginia,  had  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Neiv- 
vork,  vvhxllt  Co!.  Lovelace  the  governor  was  at  New-Haven,  and 
that  the  Dutch  force  was  bound  further  northward.  This  intefli pence 
caufed  a  great  alarm  in  the  colony.  The  caflle  having  been  deftrov- 
ed  not  long  before,  Boflon  was  lefs  capable  of  defence.  The  belt 

preparations  were  made  which  could  be  made.  The  Dutch  fleet  re- 
turned  to  Europe. 

This  acquifition  was  accidental,  according  to  the  account  given  by 
the  Dutch  at  New-York.  Four  Hollanders  and  three  Zealanders 
met  oft  Martinico,  one  fide  with  French  the  other  Engliili  colours, 
prepared  to  fighf5  until  by  hoiking  their  proper  colours  tHey 
better  underkood  one  another.  They  then  joined  together  and 
agreed  upon  an  expedition  to  Virginia  and  New-York.  The  Dutch 
Guinea  fleet  was  intended  for  the  fame  fervice,  but  thefe  other  (hips 
laved  them  the  trouble.  MS,  Account  of  a  tnejj age from  Hartford  ts 
*  Nt  <vj-  York,  . 


A  collection  was  made  in  1672  for  rebuilding  Harvard-college 
amounting  to  1895  1.  2s.  qd.  The  town  of  Bokon  gatherec 
Bool,  of  which  100 1.  was  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  as  true  2 

grnJeman,  iavs  DoCtor  Mather,  as  ever  fat  foot  on  the  American 

Brand. 


4 


b?nce 


MASS  ACHUSETS-B  AY,  285 

bance  from  Philip.  They  were  amazed,  not  knowingi674 
which  way  to  turn*  fometimes  ready  to  declare  for  the 
Englifh,  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  in  the  former  con- 
tefts  with  Philip,  at  other  times  inclining  to  join  with 
Philip,  as  firft  or  laft  moft  of  them  did.  The  war  was 
hurried  on  by  a  piece  of  revenge,  which  Philip  caufed  to 
be  taken  upon  John  Saufaman,  a  praying  Indian.  He  had 
been  bred  up  in  the  profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
was  fome  time  at  the  college,  and  afterwards  employed 
as  a  fchoolmafter  atNatick,  but,  upon  fome  mifdemeanor, 
fled  to  Philip,  who  made  him  his  fecretary  and  chief 
councilor  and  confident.  After  remaining  fome  years 
with  Philip,  Mr.  Eliot  the  Indian  evangelift,  who  had  been 
his  fpiritual  father,  prevailed  with  him  to  return  to  the 
chriftian  Indians  at  Natick,  where  he  manifefted  public 
repentance  for  his  apoftafy  and  became  a  preacher,  and 
conformed  more  to  the  Englifh  manners  than  any  other 
Indian.  In  the  year  1674,  Saufaman  upon  fome*occafion 
went  to  Namafket,  (Middleborough)  where  he  fell  into 
company  with  fome  of  Philip’s  Indians,  and  with  Philip  ' 
himfelf.  There,  he  difcovered,  by  feveral  circumftances, 
that  the  Indians  were  plotting  againft  the  Englifh.  He 
informed  the  governor  what  he  had  difcovered,  and  told 
him,  that  if  he  fhould  be  known  to  be  the  informer  it 
would  coft  him  his  life.  It  was  not  long  after  that  Saufa¬ 
man  was  met  by  three  or  four  Indians  upon  a  frozen  pond, 
they  knocked  him  down  and  put  him  under  the  ice,  leav¬ 
ing  his  gun  and  hat  upon  the  ice  to  make  the  world  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  accidentally  fell  in  and  was  drowned.  When 
the  body  was  found  and  taken  up,  the  wounds  appeared  \ 
upon  his  head.  An  Indian  happened  to  be  upon  an  hill 
at  a  diftance,  and  faw  the  murder  committed.  He  con¬ 
cealed  it  for  fome  time,  but  at  length  difcovered  it.  The 
murderers  were  apprehended,  tried  upon  the  Indian’s  tef- 
timony  and  other  circumftances,  convi&ed  and  executed, 
two  of  them  denying  the  fa£t  to  the  laft,  the  third,  when 
he  came  to  die,  confeffing  he  was  a  fpectaror  of  the  mur¬ 
der  committed  by  the  other  two.  This  trial  was  at  Pli- 

T  mouth 
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i 675 mouth  m  June  1675  *•  Philip,  enraged  to  fee  the  imme¬ 
diate  actors  brought  to  punifliment  by  the  Englifh  laws, 
and  expecting  that  it  would  be  his  own  turn  next,  being 
confcious  that  the  murderers  were  employed  by  him,  took 
sio  pains  to  exculpate  himfelf,  but  gathered  what  ftrangers 
he  could,  and,  together  with  his  own  men,  marched  them 
up  and  down  the  country  inarms.  The  Englifh  of  Plimouth 
ordered  a  military  watch  in  every  town,  but  took  no  other 
notice  of  the  Indians  behaviour,  hoping,  that  when  Philip 
law  no  meafures  were  tiled  for  apprehending  him,  the 
threatened  (form  would  blow  over,  as  it  had  done  feverai 
times  be  1  ore.  But  the  Indians  coming  in  to  him  from  feve¬ 
rai  quarteiS,  gave  him  frefh  courage,  and  he  behaved  with 
infolen.ee,  firft  threatening  the  Englifh  at  Swanzey,  then 
killing  fame  of  their  cattle,  and  at  length  rifling  their 
houfes  An  Englilhman  was  fo  provoked,  that  he  fired 
upon  an  Indian  and  wounded  him  J.  June  24th,  in  the 
morning,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  was  fired 
upon  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  the  hilt  of  his  fword  (hot 
ofF§.  Hie  fame  day  in  the  afternoon,  being  a  faft,  as 
Swanzey  people  were  coming  from  publiek  worfhip,  the 


f  *  Mr-  Window,  governor  of  Plimouth,  writes  to  Mr.  Leveret, 
tlie  MaiTachufets  governor,  July  i6y 5. — <£  I  do  folemnly  profefs 

we  know  not  any  thing,  from  us,  that  might  put  Philip  upon  thefe 
motions,  nor  have  heard  that  he  pretends  to  have  fufrered  any 
wrong  from  us,  fave  only,  that  we  had  killed  feme  Indians,  and 
intended  to  lend  for  hiimelf  ror  the  murder  of  John  Saufaman., 
1  lie  lad  that  was  executed  this  week  conrefTed  that  he  faw  the  other 
tvvo  do  the  murder.  Neither  had  we  any  thoughts  to  command 
him  in  about  it.  I  his  action  of  Philip,  in  procuring  the  deatii  of 
Saul  am  an,  has  always  been  pronounced  to  be  a  mod  heinous 
crime.  Philipi  no  doubt  confidered  him  as  a  traitor  and  renevade, 
who  had  judly  forfeited  his  life.  The  Indians  left  murderers  to 
the  revenge  of  relations  and  friends,  but  punifhed  traitors  by  pub¬ 
lic  execution. 

f  In  1671,  he  con fe fled  that  he  intended  to  provoke  the  Englifh 
to  begin  with  him  fil'd.  At  this  time,  a  whimfical  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  the  fide  which  did  the  drd  execution  would*  finally  be 
conquered. 

t  This  is  fiid  to  be  the  firft  gun.  (Hubbard.) 

%  Governor  Window’s  letter  24th  of  June. 


Indians 
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Indians  attacked  them,  killed  one  and  wounded  others, 1675 
and  killed  two  men  who  were  going  for  a  furgeon,  belet 
a  houfe,  in  another  part  of  the  town,  and  there  murdered 
fix  more.  The  Maffachufets,  before  this,  had  determined 
to  raife  100  men  for  the  aftiftance  of  Pli mouth;  but,  before 
they  marched,  it  was  thought  beft  to  fend  meffengers  to 
Philip  at  Mount  Hope  *,  to  divert  him  from  his  defign  if 
poffible  ;  but  the  meffengers  feeing  fome  of  the  Swanzey 
men  lying  murdered  in  the  road,  did  not  think  it  fafe  to 
go  any  further,  and  returned  as  faft  as  they  could  with 
this  intelligence  to  Bofton.  On  the  26th,  a  foot  company 
under  Capt.  Henchman,  and  a  troop  under  Capt.  Prentice* 
matched  from  Bofton  towards  Mount  Hope,  and  were 
overtaken  by  another  company  of  1 10  volunteers  under 
Capt.  Mofely*f,  and  all  arrived  at  Swanzey  the  2 8th, where 
they  found  Plimouth  forces  under  Capt.  Cudworth.  They 
made  the  minifter’s  houfe,  (Mr.  Miles  J)  near  the  bridge, 
their  head-quarters.  About  a  dozen  of  the  troop  went 
immediately  over  the  bridge,  where  they  were  fired  upon 
from  out  of  the  bufhes,  one  killed  and  one  wounded. 

This  adtion  drew  the  body  of  the  Englifh  forces  after  the 
enemy,  whom  they  purfued  a  mile  or  two  until  they  took 
to  a  fwamp,  killing  about  half  a  dozen  of  them.  Philip 
thought  it  beft:  to  quit  his  ftation  at  Mount  Hope.  A  day 
or  two  after,  Major  Savage  §  being  arrived  with  more  forces 

*  Philip’s  chief  feat  of  government  was  at  Mount  Hope  ;  but  he 
removed  to  other  places  for  hunting  and  fifhing,  particularly  to 
Namafket  or  Middleborough  ;  and  he  had  a  hunting:  houfe  in 
Taunton,  near  a  fwamp  or  pond  called  the  Fowling  Pond,  whiciv 
has  been  fince  fet  off  from  Taunton,  and  with  other  lands  made  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Raynham.(  in  1763,  a  jury  which  went  to 
view  fome  controverted  bounds,  ,*wcrs  fatisfied  that  they  had  dif- 
covered  the  ruins  of  Philip’s  houfe,  and  the  hearth  where  lie  ufod 
to  cook,  covered  over  with  earth,  the  coals  remaining  intire  to  that 
time;  < 

f  Mofely  had  been  an  old  privateerer  at  Jamaica,  probably  of 
fuch  as  were  called  Bu cancers. 

X  This  was  the  Bap  till;  minifler  mentioned  page  228. 

§  Mr,  jofeph  Dudley,  then  member  for  Roxbury,  afterwards 
governor  of  the  province,  accompanied  him. 

T  2  from 
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l675dian\o0ft°*  *l-  l  SLeneral  command>  marched  into  the  In- 
*  *°W“ ^Whjc  uheyffindd^ted,wkh  marks  of  grea, 

reft  Th  7  d,fC0Vf£d  PhlIiP’s  w'8wam  amongft  the 
reft.  1  hey  met  with  none  of  the  enemy.  The  nexl 

day  hey  returned  to  their  head-quarters  at  Swanzey.  I, 
a,  °  f  y,  defl§n  t0  enter  into  every  minute  circum- 

Caot6  Hutch'T r  ^  '  t^he  Maflachulets  government  fent 
pt.  Hutchinfon  as  their  commiflioner  to  treat  with  the 

Naraganfets  %.  It  was  thought  convenient  to  do  it  fword 

in 

I  Ahl!ttera^dTthTSh  many  fieWs  °f  COm-  Hubiard. 

t i™. Scnrst"  *»«*>«■ 

upon  a  lord’,  day  in  July,  when  an  Indian  camera”  hVdra  “d 
finding  it  fhut,  attempted  the  window.  When  ihe  perceTved 
Jhe  hld  two  young  children  Ihe  had  with  her,  under  two  E  kettle s’ 
and  ran  up  Hairs  and  charged  a  mufket ;  but  the  Indian  was  quicker 
an  the  was,  and  fired  firft,  and  miffed  her.  She  fired  and  (hot 
himm  thefhoulder  He  was  not  fo  difabled  as  to  gHe  otr  h? 
defign  ;  but  flie  had  refolution  enough,  as  he  was  fnterbU  the 
window  to  clap  a  fhcvel  full  of  live  coals  to  his  face  L  rk 

fo,  d  -°  flt6’  Md  ,marked  him  fo>  ^  he  was  known  when 
und  dead  in  the  woods  at  five  miles  diftance.  The  fame  letter 

takes  notice  of  Cornellis,  a  Dutchman,  under  fentence  of  death  for 

£lrp%.  but  pardoned  on  condition  of  enlifting.  “  He  purfued 

„  ™jPf°  ,¥rd>  he  got  his  cap,  and  now  wears  it.  The  “e 

«  twelle1 mtl'r”'  !  brave  man,  fent  him  with  a  command^ 
„  tw5‘ve  men  to  fcout,  with  orders  to  return  in  three  hours  on 
pain  of  death.  He  met  60  Indians  haling  their  canoes  afhore  • 
le  kided  13,  and  took  8  alive,  and  purfued  the  reft  as  far  as  he 

Tic  g°i  w'?mPs’  and>  on  his  return,  burnt  all  the  canoes. 

«  Id  Cornel  -  "  "P  “ghJ  A  COuncil  of  war  was  called, 

<t  f  ,  Cornellis  was  again  fentenced  to  die  for  breach  of  orders 

„  ut  a  lecond  time  received  his  pardon  ;  and  a  fhort  time  after 

«  S  nlfcap’  hkC  dC%n’  3nd  bl'°Ught  in  12  Indians  altve, 

t  “  We  do  judge  that  it  will  be  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  put  all 
e  Indians,  that  are  neighbouring  to  theEnglifh,  to  the  teft  of  their 
fidebty.— If  they  defire  our  friendfhip,  they  muft  not  harbour  or 
K.uiidi  any  that  are  our  declared  enemies  ;  but  in  cafe  that  Philip 

°c  iny-°[  KS.men',  women>  or  children  be  fled  to  them,  that  they 
forthwith  deliver  them  up,  and  alfo  that  they  fend  hofta:es  for  our 

iccunty,  and  do  join  with  us  in  the  purfuit  and  conqueft  of  their 

and  our  enemy  j  this  we  judge  to  be  juft  and  equal,  as  well  as 

-  neceffaryv 

m  1  a. 
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i*nl ijjin  ujjw ifttu  ^uiiun)niu<'  " u  i i •  ^ 

5ii  hand,  therefore  al!  the  forces  marched  into  the  Nara-i 67 
ganfet  country.  Connecticut,  afterwards,  fent  two  gen- 
tlemen  in  behalf  ot  that  government,  and  on  the  1 5th  of 
July,  they  came  to  an  agreement  with  the  Naraganfet  In¬ 
dians,  who  favoured  Philip  in  their  hearts,  and  waited  only 
a  convenient  opportunity  to  declare  openly  for  him  ;  but, 
whilft  the  army  was  in  their  country,  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  the  terms  impoled  upon  them  ^ 

As 

neceffary  —  We  have  commiflioned  Capt.  Hutchinfon  to  repair  to 
Naraganfet  Indians,  who  will  bring  a  fmall  party  with  him  and 

will  have  a  view  to  the  forces  with  you  for  hii  alliltance.”  General 
\0U}J  >ktter  to  Maj,  Savage.  July  4,  167$. 

v  ^ Ancles,  covenant,'  and  agreement  had,  made,  and  concluded 
andMr.  Jofcph  If  or^Maf 

pfit 

Quatapen,  Quananlhit,  and  Pomham 

as  °° 

the^faid  Maffachufets  and  their  facccfclT^ £ 

timeft;a2ultlvalLendardelinf.thoe  ft,  fha!I  from  **'  to 

fubje&s  what^verf  tha“  cleft,  bllund  ftft  ft1*’3 
faiWulneft  °‘  ^  thU  with  S^atelT  diljence  and 

jfs rf  “i- 

aafieae*  gi  ±r>  •$? 

abovefaid  colonies.  7  be  concluded  by  both  the 

■4;%£5  7J,,h'ir  **“»■  ”>*» 

any  of  their  fubie&s  from  the  F  rm  U  ?00^s  ftjftAoever  taken  by 
and  fhall  make  full  fatisfaftion  f"°  n  ’  W  lct^ei  formerly  or  lately, 
eftate  of  any of  !ie ft done  to  ^ 

<he  judgment  of  indifferent  men  in  cafe  of  diflhffT -according  to 
rhe  offenders  and  the  offended  panics,  ‘or  delive^  tSoffenders!^611 

1  3  4t.  That 
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i6;5  As  foon  as  the  treaty  was  finifhed,  the  forces  left  the 
Naraganfet  country,  and  came  to  Taunton  the  17th  in 
the  evening.  Hearing  that  Philip  was  in  a  fwamp  at  Po- 
caffet,  the  Maflfachulecs  and  Plimouth  forces  joined,  and 
arrived  at  the  fwamp  the  1 8th,  which  they  refolutely 
enteied.  They  found  about  one  hundred  wigwams  empty. 
The  enemy  had  defeated  them,  and  retired  deeper  into  the 
fwamp.  1  he  Englifh  followed,  but  in  difordcr,  which  wa< 
inevitable,  penetrating  a  thick  fwamp.  They  found  they 
were  in  danger  one  from  another,  every  man  firing  at 
every  bufh  he  faw  (hake.  Night  coming  on,  it  was^ne- 
ceflary  to  retreat.  They  loft  fifteen  men.  How  many 

they 


4’^'h*  biinc  all  pi epai ations  ror  war,  or  acts  of*  norfiiity  again!!  any 
of  the  Englifh  fubjecls,  fhall  for  ever  for  the  future  ceafe,  together 
with  all  manner  of  thefts,  pilferings,  killing  of  cattle,  or  any  man¬ 
ner  of  breach  of  peace  whatfoever,  fhall  with  utmolt  care  be  pre¬ 
vented,  and,  111  dead  thereof,  their  drength  to  be  ufed,  as  a  guard 
round  about  the  Naraganfet  country,  for  the  Englifh  inhabitants 
fiafety  and  fecurity. 

5th.  in  token  of  the  abovefaid  fachems  reality,  in  this  treaty  and 
conciufion,  and  tor  the  fecurity  of  the  feveral  Englifh  governments 
^md  fubjedts,  they  do  freely  deliver  unto  the  abovefaid  Gentlemen, 
in  behalf  of  the  abovefaid  colonies,  John  Wobequob,  Weowchin* 
kevvkes,  Wenew,  four  of  their  near  kinfmen  and  choice  friends, 
to  be  and  remain. as  hoftages  in  feveral  places  of  the  Englifh  jurif- 
diclion,  at  the  appointment  of  t tie  honourable  governors  of  the 
abovefaid  colonies,  there  to  be  civilly  treated,  not  as  prifeners,  but 
otherwife  at  their  honours  diferetion,  until  the  abovefaid  articles 
are  fully  aceomplifhed  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  feveral  governors, 
the  departure  of  any  of  them  in  the  mean  time  to  be  accounted  a 
breach  of  the  peace  of  thele  prefent  articles. 

6tn.  The  laid  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  governments  to  which 
they  do  belong,  do  engage  to  every  of  the  faid  fachems  and  their 
fubjedls,  that  if  they  or  any  of  them  fhall  feize  and  bring  into 
either  of  the  abovefaid  Englifh  governments,  or  to  Mr.  Smithf  inha¬ 
bitant  of  Naraganfet,  Philip  fachem  alive,  he  or  they  fo  delivering 
fhall  receive  for  their  pains  forty  trucking  cloth  coats  ;  in  cafe 
they  bring  his  head,  they  (hall  have  twenty  like  good  coats  paid 
them  ;  for  every  living  fubjedt  of  laid  Philip,  fo  delivered,  the  de¬ 
liverer  fhall  receive  two  coats,  and  for  every  head  one  coat,  as  a 
gratuity  for  their  fervice  herein,  making  it  appear  to  fatisfadfion 
that  the  heads  or  perfons  are  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  that 
they  are  of  their  felzure. 

7th.  Ths 
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they  killed  of  the  enemy  is  uncertain.  It  was  an  unfuc-1675 
cefsful  attempt  and  the  more  unfortunate  becaufe,  as  they 
were  afterwards  informed,  Philip  was  in  fuch  diftrefs,  that 
if  they  had  followed  him  half  an  hour  longer,  he  would 
have  Surrendered  himfelf  and  his  men,  which  would  have 
put  an  end  to  the  war  -f.  Thisdifappointment  encouraged 
the  Indians,  in  other  pacts  of  New-England,  to  follow 
Philip’s  example,  and  begin  their  hoftilities  againft  the* 
Englifh.  Some  few  had  begun  before.  The  Nipnet  or 
Nipmuck  Indians  had  killed  four  or  five  people  at  Men- 
don,  in  the  Maffachufets  colony,  the  14th  of  July.  The 
governor  and  council,  in  hopes  of  reclaiming  the  Nipnets, 
fent  Capt.  Hutchinfon  with  20  horfemen  to  Quabaog 
(Brookfield)  near  which  place  there  was  to  be  a  great  ren¬ 
dezvous  of  thofe  Indians.  The  Inhabitants  of  Quabaog 


7th.  The  faid  fachems  do  renew  and  confirm  unto  the  Englifh  in¬ 
habitants  or  others,  all  former  grants,  Tales,  bargains,  or  convey¬ 
ances  of  lands,  meadow,  timber,  grafs,  itones,  or  whatever  elfe 
the  Englifh  may  have  heretofore  bought,  or  quietly  polled' d  and 
enjoyed,  to  be  unto  them  and  their  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever,  as 
alio  all  former  articles  made  with  the  confederate  colonies. 

Laftly.  The  faid  counfellors  and  attornies  do  premeditately,  fe~ 
rioufly,  and  with  good  advice,  covenant,  conclude,  and  agree  all 
abovefaid  folemnly,  and  call  God  to  witnofs,  they  are  and  fhall  re¬ 
main  true  friends  to  the  Englifh  governments,  and  perform  the 
abovefaid  articles  punctually,  ufing  their  utmoft  endeavour,  care, 
and  faithfulnefs  therein.  In  witnefs  whereof  they  have  fet  their 
hands  and  feals.  Petaquamfcot,  July  15,  1675. 

Signed,  fealed,  and  delivered  in  the 
prefence  of  us  under-written,  be¬ 
ing  carefully  interpreted  to  the 
faid  Indians  before  fealing, 

Daniel  Henchman 
Thomas  Prentice 
Nicholas  Page 
Jofeph  Stanton  interpreter 
Henry  Hawlaws 
Pecoq  Bukow 
Job  Neff.” 

t  Mather’s  hiltory  of  the  war. 

A  letter  from  Bolton  to  London,  Nov.  10,  1675,  fays,  that  a  bro¬ 
ther  of  Philip’s,  a  privy-counfellor  and  chief  captain,  who  had  been 
educated  at  Harvard  college,  v/as  killed  in  this  fight. 

T  4  had 


Tawagefcn  his  mark  C 
Taytfon  his  mark 

Agamaug  his  mark 

Wampfh  alias  Corman  \S 
his  mark 
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1 6j{:ha.<i  been  deluded  with  the  promife  of  a  treaty,  at  a  place 
agreed  upon  the  2d  of  Auguft.  Some  of  the  principal  ol 
them  accompanied  Capt.  Hutchinfon  thither.  Not  finding 
the  Indians  there,  they  rode  forward  four  or  five  miles, 
towards  (he  Nipnets  chief  town.  When  they  came  to  a 
place  called  Meminimifiet,  a  narrow  paflage  between  a 
fteep  hill  ana  a  thick  iwamp,  they  were  ambufhed  by  two 
or  three  hundred  Indians,  who  fhot  down  eight  of  the 
company,  and  mortally  wounded  three  more,  Capt.  Hut¬ 
chinfon  *  being  one  of  the  number.  The  reft  efcaped 
through  a  by-path  to  Quabaog.  The  Indians  flocked  into 
the  town  ;  but  the  inhabitants  being  alarmed,  had  all  ga¬ 
thered^  together  in  the  principal  houfe.  They  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  all  their  dwelling-houfes,  about  twenty, 
with  their  barns  and  outhoufes  burnt.  The  houfe,  where 
they  had  afiembled,  was  then  furrounded,  and  a  variety 
of  attempts  made  to  fet  fire  to  it.  At  length,  the  Indians 
filled  a  cart  with  hemp  and  other  combuftible  matter, 
which  they  kindled,  arid,  whilft  they  were  thrufting  it 
towards  the  houfe,  a  violent  fhower  of  rain  fell  fuddenly 
and  extinguiflied  the  fire  f .  Auguft  4th,  Major  Willard, 
who  had  been  fent  after  fome  other  Indians  weftward, 
heard  of  the  diftrefs  of  Brookfield,  when  he  was  about  4 


*  Capt.  Hutchinfon  was  carried  to  Quabaog,  and  afterwards  to 
Marlborough,  where  he  died  the  19th  of  Auguft. 

“  Capt.  Hutchinfon  had  a  very  conftderable  farm  thereabouts, 
“  and  had  occafion  to  employ  feveral  of  the  Nipmug  fachem’s  men 
“  in  tilling  and  ploughing  the  ground,  and  thereby  he  was  known 
*c  by  face  to  many  of  them.  The  fachems  fent  word  they  would 
“  fpeak  with  none  but  Capt.  Hutchinfon  himfelf,  and  appointed 
a  meeting  at  fuch  a  tree,  and  fuch  a  time. — The  guide  that 
conduced  him,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him,  through  the 
woods,  brought  them  to  a  fvvamp,  not  far  off  the  appointed 
place,  out  of  which  thofe  Indians  ran  all  at  once,  and  killed  16 
men,  and  wounded  feveral  others,  of  which  wounds  Capt.  Hut- 
“  chinfqn  afterwards  died,  whofe  death  is  the  more  lamented  in 
“  that  his  mother  and  feveral  others  of  his  relations  died  by  the 
t£  hands  of  the  Indians,  now  above  30  years  ftnee.”  Letter  to 
Lot: dun,  No'V.  10,  i  673. 

f  Hubbard.  Mr.  Mather  takes  no  notice  of  the  rain,  but  fays 
Willard  came  upon  the  Indians  and  prevented  the  execution. 

2  or 
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t  c 


c  c 
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or  5  miles  from  Lancafter, which  caufed  him,  with  48  men,i 
to  alter  his  courle,  and  the  fame  night  he  reached  Brookfield, 
after  30  miles  march ;  and  though  the  Indian  fcouts  dis¬ 
covered  him,  and  fired  their  alarm  guns,  yet  the  main 
body,  from  their  high  joy,  always  accompanied  with  a  hor¬ 
rid  noife,  heard  nothing  of  them.  Willard  joined  the 
befieged  *,  and  the  Indians  immediately  poured  in  all  the 
fhot  they  could,  but  without  execution,  and  then  quitted 
the  fiege,  and  deftroyed  all  the  horfes  and  cattle  they 
could  find  and  withdrew  to  their  dens.  They  were  not 
purfued,  being  much  fuperior  in  numbers.  The  Englifh 
were  not  yet  ufed  to  fighting.  A  party  likewife  were  lent 
from  Springfield  to  the  relief  of  Brookfield.  Finding  it 
effedled,  they  returned,  meeting  noneof  the  enemy,  Philip, 
and  his  people,  continued  in  the  lwamp  at  PocafTet  until 
the  laft  of  July.  After  feveral  fkirmifhes  with  captain 
Church  and  other  parties,  they  efcaped  from  the  fwamp, 
notwithftanding  the  Maffachufets  forces  kept  their  guards 
round  it,  and  went  away  to  the  weftward,  without  being 
very  clofdy  purfued,  the  reafon  of  which  Mr.  Hubbard 
fays,  it  is  better  to  fufpend  than  too  critically  to  inquire 
into.  The  5th  of  Auguft,  Phiiip  with  about  forty  men, 
betides  women  and  childen,  joined  the  Nipmuck  Indians  in 
a  fwamp  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Brookfield  -f.  The 
ctf  sfcixiymik  Jmu  Indians 

*  Mr.  Mather  fays,  he  fet  upon  the  Indians,  and  caufed  them  to 
turn  their  backs. 

t  “  Upon  Friday  being  the  5th  of  this  inftant  (Auguft)  Philip  and 
“  his  company  came  to  us  at  this  fwamp,  fix  miles  from  the  fwamp 
where  they  killed  our  men.  Philip  brought  with  him  about 
‘  -frirtv  men,  but  women  and  children  many  more,  the  number  I 
‘  cannot  tell.  Philip’s  men  were,  about  30  of  them,  armed  with 
£  guns,  the  reft  had  bows  and  arrows.  He  obferved  there  were 
f  about  ten  of  Philip’s  men  wounded.  Philip  was  conduced  to 
4  the  fwamp  by  two  Indians,  one  of  them  Caleb  of  Tatumafket, 

‘  beyond  Mendon.  The  Indians  told  Philip,  at  his  firft  coming, 

4  what  they  had  done  to  the  Englifh  at  Quabaog ;  then  he  pre- 
‘  fent-ed  and  gave  to  three  fagamores,  viz.  John  alias  Apequinafh, 

<  Quananfit,  and  Mawtamps,  to  each  of  them  about  a  peck  of 
‘  unfitting,  wampom,  which  they  accepted.  Philip,  as  I  under- 
v  flood,  told  Quabaog  and  Nipmuck  Indians,  that  when  he  firft 
v  “  cam© 
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i  ^Indians  upon  Connecticut  river  near  Hadley,  Hatfield,  and 
Deerfield,  began  their  hoftilides  about  the  fame  time,  as 
alio  thofe  at  Penicook  and  other  places  upon  Merrimack 
river,  fo  that,  before  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  whole  Mafla- 
chu.ets  colony  was  in  the  utmoft  terror.  Philip  having 
left  Plimouth,  and  the  Naraganfets  not  having  engaged, 
that  colony  was  lets  arfeCted.  There  were  feveral  fkir- 
milhes  about  Hatfield,  viz.  at  Sugarloaf- hill,  at  Deerfield, 
and  Squakeag,  (Northfield)  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  and 
beginning  of  September,  in  which  the  Englifti,  upon  the 
whole,  were  lofers.  September  the  ift,  Hadley  was  at¬ 
tacked  upon  a  faft  day,  while  the  people  were  at  church, 
which  broke  up  the  fervice,  and  obliged  them  to  Ipend 
the  day  in  a  very  different  exercife  *.  The  commanders  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  not  being  able  to  do  much  fervice 
by  fending  out  parties,  determined  to  garrifon  the  towns, 
and  to  colled;  a  magazine  of  provifions  at  Hadley.  There 
being  about  3000  bufnels  of  corn  at  Deerfield  in  ftacks, 
Capt.  Lothrop  with  80  men  was  fent  to  guard  it  down  in 

<f  came  towards  the  Nipmuck  country,  and  left  his  own,  he  had 
“  |n  his.  company  about  250  men,  beiides  women  and  children, 
including  the  Squaw  fachem  and  her  company ;  but  now  they 
had  1  c 1 1  him,  and  fome  of  them  were  killed,  and  he  was  reduced 
to  4°  men,  betides  women  and  children.  I  heard  alfo  that  Philip 
faid,  if  the  Engliin  had  charged  upon  him  and  his  people  at  the 
#<  fwamp  in  his  own  country  one  or  two  days  more,  they  had  been 
“  all  taken,  for  their  powder  was  almolt  fpent ;  he  alfo  faid,  that 
if  the  Englifh  had  purfued  him  clofely,  as  he  travelled  up  to  them, 

^  he  mull  needs  have  been  taken.’  MS ,  narrative  of  George ,  a 
corifian  Indian,  taken  prtfoner  in  the  ambujhment  of  Capt.  Hutchin- 
fen ,  c. 

“  Sept.  23d,  an  alarm  was  made  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  about  ten 
in  the  morning,  1200  men  were  in  arms  before  eleven,  and  all  dif- 
mified  before  twelve.  One  that  was  upon  guard  at  Mendon,  30 
miles  off,  got  drunk  and  fired  his  gun,  the  noife  of  which  alarmed 
the  next  neighbours,  and  foon  fpread  to  Bolton.”  Letter  to  Lon¬ 
don. 

“  O&ober  7th  was  obferved  as  a  folemn  faff  throughout  the  co» 
lony  with  a  very  great  (hew  of  outward  penitence,  and  no  queftion 
with  much  inward  affection  by  very  many  ;  the  governor  himfelf  be¬ 
ginning  the  duty  of  the  day  with  a  molt  heavenly  prayer.”  Letter  to 
London.  *  P.  219. 

carts, 
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carts,  and  were  fet  upon  byfeven  or  eight  hundred  Indians, 1675 
and  all  the  Englifh  but  feven  or  eight  were  cut  off.  Capt. 
Lothrop  and  his  men  fought  bravely,  but  in  the  Indian 
manner,  betaking  themfelves  to  trees,  which,  in  fo  great  a 
difproportion  of  numbers,  muff  be  inevitable  deftrudtion, 
for  many  of  the  leffer  party  muff  be  unguarded  and  ex- 
pofed.  Capt.  Mofeley,  who  was  quartered  at  Deerfield, 
came  out  with  his  company  too  late  to  refcue  Lothrop ; 
but,  keeping  his  men  together  in  a  body,  fought  the  whole 
number  of  Indians  for  feveral  hours,  with  the  lofs  of  two 
men  only,  until  Major  Treat,  with  about  160  Mohegin 
Indians,  came  to  his  aid,  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight. 

This  was  a  heavy  ftroke  to  the  county  of  Effex,  to  which 
moft  of  Capt.  Lothrop* s  company,  being  young  men,  be¬ 
longed.  A  body  of  Indians,  who  had  a  fort  about  a  mile 
from  Springfield,  had  hitherto  profeffed  great  friendship 
to  the  Englifh;  but  Philip’s  Indians  prevailed  with  them 
to  join  in  a  plot  for  the  deftrudtion  of  the  town,  and  to 
receive  in  the  night  three  hundred  of  thofe  Indians  into 
the  fort.  It  was  difcovered  the  night  before  by  Top,  a 
Windier  Indian,  which,  although  it  faved  the  lives  of  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  yet  was  no  fecurity  for  their  dwellings, 
thirty  odd  houfes,  b&fides  barnes,  &c.  being  burnt  before  > 
forces  came  from  We  ft  field,  Hadley,  and  other  parts,  to 
repel  the  Indians*.  The  19th  of  October,  they  came, with 


#  They  burned  a  farm  houfe  cf  Mr.  Pynchon’s,  and  another  of 
Mr.  Purchas’s,  the  latter  end  of  September ;  their  lofs  was  ekeemed 
at  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling  each.  Letter  to  London. 

1  he  Springfield  Indians  had  lived  in  fo  good  correfpondence  with 
the  Englifh  lor  40  years,  that  more  dependance  was  placed  upon 
them  than  upon  any  other  Indians.  This  inflance  of  perfidy  feems 
to  have  increafed  the  jealoufies  and  fufpicions,  which  had  before 
begun,  of  the  Indians  round  Bofton,  viz.  Punkapog,  Natick,  & c. 
although  many  of  them  actually  went  out  with  the  Englilh  forces 
againlt  the  enemy. 

At  the  feffions  in  O&ober,  the  general  court  ordered,  <c  that  no 
perfon  fhall  entertain,  own,  or  countenance  any  Indian,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  a  betrayer  of  this  government.”  (This  I  fuppofe 
Was  capital.) 

V  That 


1 


m  r 


a 96 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


,675wL™Tred1hl;Tth'yAa“ld  raife-  ”P°n  Hai&d,  but 

bpinlrr:eVhe  CJ°nneftlcut  and  Maffachufets  forces 

Rfeat  lofe  ^Th'^T^^’  jC  iland’  lo  as  to  prevent  any 
'  Ee  in  rMr  n'S  them  from  continuing  any 

theErai  rf  rh  °f  the  C<Ttry’  and  the7  withdrew  to 
,  JNaraganfcts,  their  general  rendezvous.  Some  ftrao-- 

°  CrS  remained  until  the  end  of  November,  and  a  few 

M  2s2§§  ,oh?n"”cL‘,f "" ,ow"  *”  i 
8”'d»f  ■” -■ » * 
i  at  any  perfon  may  apprehend  an  Indian  t- 

Sm  -  «•»  ■»« 

°g^™t]S"kaWh°  had  fttb* 

They,  complained  ’‘liW4  *  »‘V 

thought  by  many  of  the  Deanl^E  X  '  r  !  °  ,  C  le  co*our  were 

their  rage  did  not' carry  them  that  length^  to  mnH^  anytf  t°h  gh 
without  the  authority  of  government  ^  rd  any  of  them 

done  the  Coneftogoe  India!,  in  Penfy  ^  J °™  ^ 

to  have  prevailed  on  the  authority  io  rfe  f  ” 
ctherwiie  they  would  have  done.  «  On  theSTo-h'  J  *  't™ 
at  nine  o’clock  at  night,  there  gathereJ  to^he" ^ 
iome  of  note,  and  came  to  the  boufe  of  Carr  men* 

or  three  of  them  went  into  his  entry  to  dehre  {222  "  \ ? ° 

which  was  to  defire  him  to  be  their  leader  and  the/Sw '*  h,“’ 
gether  and  go  and  break  open  the  prifon  and  ta'-e  one  2  ]°'n  ‘°* 
thence  and  hang  him.  Capt.  Oliver,  hearing  ‘their  reo^lT']  °f  " 
his  cane  and  cudgelled  them  rtoutly,  and  fo  for  that  time  dT  t°^  1 
the  company,  which  had  he  but  in  the  ieaft  comC  j  d.lfm,1.®;d 
h...  been  ...ompnnied  „i,h  il,  JZ^tSSTSL^ 

died  protefting  his  innocence.  Sr  Eliott  emln  ^A^4 
ode,,,  »h»  bed  enough  t  f,!“  £ 

terceding  for  him  to  no  purpofe.  A  circumftance, ?at  the  execution'  J 
of  this  Indian  fhews  the  great  propriety  of  diftinguifhina  them  from 
all  the  reft  of  the  human  race  by  the  name  of  Vavagel.  “BS  ■  ' 
half  alive  and  half  dead,  there  came  an  Indian,  a  friend  of  hif  " 
and  with  his  knife  made  a  hole  in  his  brealt  to  his  heart  and 
fucked  out  his  heart's  blood.  Being  aflced  his  reafon  therefore  hS 
anfwer  was,  Umh  Umh  nu,  me  be  ftronger  as  I  was  before  me  be 

tt°;gzltand  “  t0°'  he  be  w  ^re  %!£ 


lurked 
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lurked  in  the  fwamps  all  winter,  doing  now  and  then  fomei 
mifchief,  enough  to  keep  the  inhabitants  upon  conftant 
watch  and  guard.  In  November  a  party  was  lent  out 
under  Capt.  Henchman  to  Haflanimifco,  (Grafton)  Men- 
don,  and  the  towns  thereabout.  They  returned  without 
any  remarkable  exploit. 

The  Naraganlets  *,  contrary  to  their  engagements,  had 
received  and  comforted  Philip’s  Indians  and  others,  the 
enemies  of  the  Englilh.  It  was  not  doubted  that  fome  of 

rtkodSw0,*  :  that 

*  Before  the  Naraganfet  expedition  articles  of  war  were  agreed 
epon  by  the  general  court,  and  were  as  follows : 

“  Laws  and  ordinances  of  war  paffed  by  the  general  court  of  the 
Maffachufets,  for  the  better  regulating  their  forces,  and  keeping  their 
foldiers  to  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  profanenefs,  that  iniquity  may 
be  kept  out  of  the  land.  1 

ill.  Let  no  man  prefume  to  blafpheme  the  holy  and  bleiTed  trinity 
God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghotf,  upon  pa’“n 
to  have  his  tongue  bored  with  a  hot  iron.  r 

2d.  LTnlavvful  oaths  and  execrations,  and  fcandalous  a&s  in  dero¬ 
gation  of  God’s  honour,  fhall  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of  pay  and  other 
punifhment  at  difcretion.  r  J 

3d.  All  thofe  who  often  and  wilfully  abfent  themfelves  from  the 

difcretion°rflllP  °f  G°d  ^  pra>’crS’  fta11  be  Pro«eeded  againft  at 

4th  Whofoever  fliall  be  convicled  to  do  his  duty  neelieentlv  and 
carelefly,  fliall  be  punifhed  at  difcretion.  7  negugently  and 

5th.  No  perfon  fhall  prefume  to  quarrel  with  his  fuperior  officer 

upon  pain  of  cafhiering  and  arbitrary  punifhment ;  not  to  ftrike  any 
luch  upon  pain  of  death.  * 

6th.  No  commander  or  foldier  fhall  depart  from  his  charge  or  can- 

tain  without  licence,  upon  pain  of  death.  6  ^ 

7th.  Every  private  foldier,  upon  pain  of  imprifonment,  fhall  keen 
filence  when  the  army  is  to  take  lodging,  or  when  it  is  marchin?  ' 

executed!'  ^  °®^  be  L‘d’  a“d  **  — ^ 

J*  r"an  fta!I  draw,  lift,  offer  to  draw  or  lift  his  weapon 
agamft  h,s  officer,  cording  him  orderly  for  his  offence,  upon  p^ 

in  the £all*eflft  the  pr0V0ft  marlhaI>  or  any  other  officer, 
the  executing  hn  office,  upon  pain  of  death. 

pain°’of  dSitfT"  fhal!  a,‘y  W°rds  °f  Edition  or  mutiny,  upon 

nth.  1  hey  that  fliall  hear  mutinous  fpeeches.  and  not  acominf 

SSEr4"  ,h»'  *•  p£Z 

1  2th.  Drunken- 
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i6y  $that  nation  had  mixed  with  the  others  in  their  hoftilities/ 
If  they  fhould  all  openly  engage  in  the  fpring,  there  would 
be  no  refilling  them ;  Scattered  in  every  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  all  the  forces  the  Englifh  could  raife  would  not  be  a 
match  for  them.  One  company  of  foldiers  after  another  had 
wafted  away  in  the  year  paft.  There  was  no  great  room 
to  hope  for  better  fuccefs  in  the  year  to  come.  The 
commiftioners  of  the  united  colonies  therefore  agreed,  to 
raife  one  thoufand  men,  and  to  march,  in  the  winter,  into  the 
Naraganfet  country.  The  Maffachufets  were  to  raife  527, 
the  other  two  colonies  the  remainder.  Mr.WindowT,  the 

si  «  '  '  -4  *  -  X 

1 2th.  Drunkennefs  in  an  officer  fhall  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of 
place,  and  in  a  private  foot  foidier,  with  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court 
martial  fhall  think  fit. 

13th.  Rapes,  ravifnments  and  unnatural  abufes,  and  adultery,  fhall 
be  punifhed  with  death. 

14th.  Fornication  and  other  diffolute  lafeivioufnefs,  fhall  be  punifh- 
ed  with  diferetion,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  offence. 

15th.  Theft  or  robbery,  fhall  be  punifhed  with  reflitution,  and 
otherwife  with  diferetion. 

16th,  Murder,  fhall  be  expiated  with  the  death  of  the  murderer. 

17th.  All  foldiers  coming  to  their  colours  to  watch  or  be  exercifed, 
or  to  fervice,  fhall  come  completely  armed  and  them  fixed,  upon  pain 
of  punifbment. 

1  8th.  If  any  fhall  negligently  lofe,  or  fmfully  play  away  their  arms 
at  dice  or  cards,  or  otherwife,  they  fhall  be  kept  as  pioneers  or  fca- 
vengers,  till  they  furnifh  themfelves  with  as  good  arms. 

19th.  None  fhall  prelume  to  ipod,  fell,  or  carry  away  any  ammu¬ 
nition  committed  unto  him,  upon  pain  of  death. 

20th.  No  foidier  fhall  outilay  his  pafs,  without  a  certificate  of  the 
occafion  under  the  hand  of  a  magiftrate,  upon  pain  of lofing  his  pay. 

By  grievous  punifbment  is  meant  difgracefuliy  cafhiering,  the  fira- 
pado,  or  riding  the  wooden  horfe  to  fetch  blood. 

Arbitrary  punifhment,  or  punifbment  at  diferetion,  is  meant  not  to 
extend  to  life  or  limb.” 

f  Mr.  Window  had  always  (hewn  great  readinefs  to  expofe  himfelf 
in  the  fervice.  “  Some  refolute  attempt  for  Philip’s  furprifal  mult  be 
put  in  execution.  Would  to  God  I  was  with  our  men,  fo  as  I  mighr 
not  in  the  mean  time  be  miffed  at  home.  I  fhould  hope,  by  the 
bleffing  of  God,  to  give  a  good  account  in  a  fhort  time.”  Winjlona 
to  Leveret*  July  zb*  1671;.  44  My  perfon,  I  hear,  has  been  much 

threatened  — l  have  about  20  men  at  my  houfe,  have  fent  away  my 
wife  and  children  to  Salem,  that  I  may  be  lefs  incumbered,  have 
fiankered  my  houfe,  and  refolve  to  maintain  it  as  long  as  a  man 
will  Hand  by  me.”  Id.  July  4. 


governor 
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governor  of  Plimouth,  was  pitched  upon  for  the  general.  1675 
The  8th  of  December,  the  Maffachufets  forces  marched 
from  Bofton,  and  were  foon  after  joined  by  Plimouth  men. 
Connecticut  men  joined  them,  the  18th,  at  Pettyquamfcot. 

The  evening  and  night  were  tlormy  and  the  men  had  no 
covering.  At  break  of  day,  the  1 9th,  they  marched  through 
the  fnow  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles,  until  one  o’clock  after¬ 
noon,  when  they  came  to  the  edge  of  the  fwamp  where 
the  enemy  lay.  They  had  met  with  an  Indian,  who  was 
dilgufted  with  the  red,  and  offered  himfelf  as  a  pilot.  The 
Indians  knew  of  the  armament  coming  againft  them,  and 
had  fortified  themfelves  with  all  the  art  and  ftrength  thev 
were  capable  of.  The  Engiifh  fell  in,  fuddenly  and  unex¬ 
pectedly,  upon  this  feat  of  the  enemy,  and  neither  drew  up 
in  any  order  of  battle,  nor  confulted  where  or  how  to 
ifiault.  Some  rnchans  appearing  at  the  edge  of  the  fwamp, 
they  that  were  in  the  front  of  the  army,  in  the  march,  fired 
upon  them.  The  Indians  returned  the  fire  and  fled, 
rhe  whole  army  entered  the  fwamp,  following  the  Indians 
o  their  fortrefs,  which  was  upon  a  piece  of  upland  in  the 
fudft  of  the  fwamp,  pallifadoed  all  round,  and  within  a 
ledge  of  near  a  rod  thick.  At  one  corner  only,  was  a 
jap  the  length  of  one  log,  where  the  bread  work  was  not 
ibove  tour  or  five  feet  high  ;  but  they  had  placed  a  block- 
1011  .e  over-againft  this  paffage.  At  this  paffage,  and  no 
vhere  elfe,  the  Engiifh  muff  enter.  As  it  pleafed  God  to 
ireer  it,  they  fell  in  upon  that  part  of  the  fort  where  the  . 

laffage  was.  The  captains  entered,  at  the  head  of  their 
ompanies.  The  two  firft,  Johnfon  and  Davenport,  were 
hot  dead  at  the  entrance,  as  were  many  of  their  men. 

'our  other  captains,  Gardner,  Gallop,  Siely,  and  Marfhal 
lio  lok  their  lives.  As  foon  as  the  forces  were  entered 
ley  attacked  the  Indians  in  their  places  of  fhelter,  who 
3ught  deipei ately,  and  beat  the  Engiifh  out  of  the  fort; 
ut,  aiter  two  or  three  hours,  the  advantage  of  the  Enolifh 
'as  fuch,  that  they  began  to  fire  the  wigwams,  which  were 
ve  or  fix  hundred,  and  in  many  of  them  the  Indian  w0- 
>en  and  cmldren  periled,  the  men  which  were  left  alive 

5  fled 
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i6750e d  into  a  cedar  fwamp  at  fome  (mall  diftance,  without 
any  necelTaries  of  life,  or  any  Ihelter  from  the  cold  and 
ftorms,  except  the  boughs  of  trees.  The  day  being  hear 
Ipent,  the  Englifh  thought  it  high  time  to  retire  to  their 
quarters,  15  or  1 6  miles  diftant,  carrying  dead  as  well  as 
wounded  men  with  them.  Many  of  the  wounded  men 
perifhed,  by  being  expofed  to  this  long  march  in  a  cold 
night,  who  might  otherwife  have  been  faved.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  j  70  *.  Some  of 
the  enemy  confeffed  they  loft  700  fighting  men  that  day, 
befides  300  more  who  died  of  their  wounds  and  the  hard- 
Ihips  to  which  they  were  expofed.  The  number  of  old 
men,  women  and  children,  which  perifhed  by  the  fire,  cold, 
and  famine,  they  could  not  tell  f.  The  Indians  took 
poffeftion  of  the  fort,  the  next  day  J.  The  Englifti  made 
no  further  attack  §.  They  were  leant  of  provifions,  the 

weather 

*  “  Happy  it  was  for  them  that  Capt.  Andrew  Belcher  (father  of 
the  late  governor  Belcher)  arrived  that  very  evening  at  Mr.  Smith’s 
with  a  veffel  load  of  provifions,  otherwife  many  muff  have  pe¬ 
rifhed  for  want.”  Church . 

f  This  is  Mr-  Hubbard’s  account.  Mr.  Mather  fuppofes  1000 
to  have  perifhed  in  the  whole  ;  that  of  the  Englifh  85  were  killed, 
and  145  wounded.  When  the  Naraganfet  Indians  came  to  the 
Quabaug  Indians,  and  gave  them  an  account  of  the  fight,  they 
faid  they  had  loft  but  40  fighting  men,  and  about  300  old  men, 
women,  and  children  burnt  in  the  wigwams.  MS.  letter. 

J  Mather. 

§  The  following  letter  dated  Naraganfet  26th  1  ith  month  1675, 
which,  though  not  figned,  I  take  to  be  from  Major  Bradford  of  the 
Plimouth  forces,  has  never  been  publiflied.  It  is  lei's  favourable 
than  the  printed  accounts. 

“  After  a  tedious  march  in  a  bitter  cold  night  that  followed  Dec. 

1 2th,  we  hoped  our  pilot  would  have  led  us  to  Pomham  by  break 
of  day  ;  but,  fo  it  came  to  pafs,  we  were  milled,  and  fo  miffed  a  good 
opportunity.  Dec.  1 3th,  we  came  to  Mr.  Smith’s,  and  that  day 
took  35  prifoners.  Dec.  14th,  our  general  went  out  with  horfe 
and  foot,  I  with  my  company  was  left  to  keep  garrifon.  I  fent 
out  30  of  my  men  to  fcout  abroad,  who  killed  two  Indians,  and 
brought  in  4  prifoners,  one  of  which  was  beheaded.  Our  army 
came  home  at  night,  killed  7,  and  brought  in  9  more,  young  and 
old.  Dec.  15th,  came  in  John,  a  rogue,  with  pretence  of  peace, 
and  was  difrniffed  with  this  errand,  that  we  might  fpeak  with 

Sachems, 
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Weather  being  extreme  cold*  delayed  the  veffels  which  had  1675 
it  on  board.  Some  weeks  were  fpent  doing  nothing,  ex¬ 
cept  that  fome  propofals  of  peace  were  made  on  both  (ides* 
which  came  to  nothing.  February  the  5th,  the  army  re¬ 
turned  to  Bofton.  There  was  a  remarkable  thaw  in  Ja¬ 
nuary,  which  melted  the  fnow  and  opened  the  earth,  fo 
that  the  Indians  could  come  at  the  ground-nuts,  which 
feems  to  have  been  all  their  provifions,  fome  from  among 

themfelves 

•  ff*..  \  .  s  •  •  '  r  .  .  .  •  •  ••  , 

Sachems.  That  evening,  he  not  being  gone  &  quarter  of  an  hour, 
his  company,  that  lay  hid  behind  a  hill,  killed  two  Salem  men 
within  a  mile  of  our  quarters,  and  wounded  a  third  that  he  is  dead. 

And  at  a  houfe,  three  miles  off,  where  1  had  ten  men,  they  killed 
two  of  them.  Inllantly,  Capt.  Mofely,  myfelf  and  Capt.  Gardner 
were  fent  to  fetch  in  Major  Appleton’s  company,  that  kept  three 
miles  and  an  half  off,  and  coming,  they  lay  behind  a  ftone  wall  and 
fired  on  us  in  fight  of  the  garrifom  We  killed  the  Captain  that 
killed  one  of  the  Salem  men,  and  had  his  cap  on.  That  night  they 
burned  Jerry  Bull’s  houfe,  and  killed  17.  Dec.  16th,  came  that 
hews.  Dec,  17th  came  news  that  Connecticut  forces  were  at  Peta- 
quamfeot  and  had  killed  4  Indians,  and  took  6  prifoners.  That  day* 

'We  fold  Capt.  Davenport  47  Indians,  young  and  old,  for  Sol.  in 
money.  Dec*  18th,  we  inarched  to  Petaquamfcot  with  all  out 
forces,  only  a  garriibn  left ;  that  night  was  very  ftormy,  we  lay,  one 
thoufand,  in  the  open  field  that  long  night.  In  the  morning  Dec. 

19th,  Lord’s  day  at  five  o’clock,  we  marched.  Between  twelve  and 
one  we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  had  a  fore  fight  three  hours. 

We  loft,  that  are  now  dead,  about  68,  and  had  150  wounded,  many 
of  which  are  recovered*  That  long  fnowy  cold  night,  we  had  about 
t8  miles  to  our  quarters,  with  about  210  dead  and  wounded.  We? 
left  8  dead  in  the  fort.  We  had  but  twelve  dead  when  we  came  from 
the  fwamp,  befides  the  eight  we  left.  Many  died  by  the  way,  and 
as  fcon  as  they  were  brought  in,  fo  that  Dec.  20th,  we  buried  in  a 
grave  34,  next  day  4,  next  day  2,  and  none  fmee  here.  Eight  died 
at  Rhode-Iiland,  1  at  Petaquamfcot,  2  loft  in  the  woods  and 
killed,  Dee*  20,  as  we  heard  fince ;  fome  fay  two  more  died.  By 
the  beft  intelligence,  we  killed  300  fitting  men,  prifoners  wc 
took,  fay  350,  and  above  30OW  >men  and  children.  We  burnt  above 
500  houfes,  left  but  9,  burnt  all  their  corn,  that  was  in  baskets, 
gre..t  (lore.  One  fignal  mercy  that  night,  not  be  forgotten,  viz. 
that  when  we  drew  off,  with  fo  many  dead  and  wounded,  they  did 
not  puriue  us,  which  the  young  rnen  would  have  done,  but  the  fa- 
eherns  would  not  confent  ;  they  had  but  ten  pounds  of  powder  left. 

Our  general,  with  about  forty,  loft  our  way,  and  wandered  till 
*  ‘  feveii  • 
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1075  themEIvcs,  reporting  that  corn  was  fold  for  two  fliillings 
t  e  pint.  1  hey  took  tnis  opportunity  to  leave  the  Nara- 
ganfct  country.  A  general  junftion  of  the  Indians  was 
thereupon  expected,  and  every  part  of  the  Enshlh  colo¬ 
nies  was  in  terror.  I  lie  10th  ot  February  fevera!  hun¬ 
dred  of  the  enemy  aflaulted  Lancalltr,  burnt  the  houfes, 

and 


irnc.,  a  hi  burnt  200  wigwams  more  ;  we  killed  nine  lalt  Tuefday. 
we  fetch  in  their  corn  daily,  and  that  undoes  them.  This  is  as* 
near  as  J  can,  a  true  relation.  I  read  the  narrative  to  my  officers 
in  my  tent,  who  all  affent  to  the  truth  of  it.  Monheains  and  Pe- 
quods  proved  very  mile,  fired  into  the  air,  and  fent  word,  before 
they  came,  they  would  do  io,  but  got  much  plunder,  guns  and 
kettles.  A  great  part  of  what  is  written  was  at  eiied  by  Tolhua 
Tcife,  who  married  an  Indian  woman,  a  Wampanoag.  He  foot  20 
times  at  us  m  the  iwamp,  was  taken  at  Providence,  Tan.  14.  brouo-ht 
to  us  the  1 6th,  executed  the  1 8th.  A  fad  wretch,  he  never  heard 
a  lermon  but  once  thefe  14  years.  His  father,  going  to  recall  him, 
loll  hi 3  head,  and  lies  un buried.” 

This  being  fo  important  an  expedition,  I  will  add  another  letter, 
from  Mr.  Dudley,  afterwards  governor,  to  governor  Leveret. 


May  it  pleafe  your  honor. 


Mr.  Smith’s,  21,  10.  1675. 


Dm  corning  in  of  Connecticut  force  to  Petaquamfcot,  and  fur- 
pmal  of  fix  and  daughter  of  5  on  Friday  night,  Saturday  we 
marched  towards  Petaquamfcot,  though  in  the  fnovv,  and  in  con¬ 
junction,  aoout  midnight  Or  later,  we  advanced;  Capt.  Mofely 
in  the  van,  after  him  Madacnuiets,  and  Plimouth  and  Connecticut 
-U  tne  reai  ;  a  tedious  march  in  the  fnovv,  without  intermiffion, 
brought  us  about  two  ot  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  entrance 
oj-  the  iwamp,  by  die  help  of  Indian  Peter,  who  dealt  faithfully  with 
m  ;  our  yv: th  great  courage,  entered  the  Iwamp  about  20 

rods;  v/it  oin  tne  cedar  Iwamp  we  found  fome  hundreds  of  wicr_ 
wams,  Ported  in  with  a-brea,::wor;-c  and  Hankered,  and  many  frnall 
blockhouies  up  and  down,  round  about  ;  they  entertained  us  with 
a  fierce  HL.  and  many  thoufand  ffiof,  for  about  an  hour,  when 

- .  7  •  r  7  i.i  r  *  1  ~ 


our  men  valia  itly  foaled  the  fv>rt,  beat  them  thence,  and  from  the 
biockhouiet.  in  which  action  we  loft  Capt.  Johnfon,  Cap;.  Dan- 
forth,  and  Capt.  Gardiner,  and  their  lieutenants  difabled,  Capt. 
Mariimll  alfo  ilain,  Capt.  Seely,  Capt.  Mafon,  difabled,  andmauy 


r 
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and  killed  and  captivated  40  perfons,  the  minifter’s  wife  1675 
and  children  among  the  reft,  he  bimfelf  (Mr.  Rowlandfon) 
bein"  abfenc.  Mifchief  was  done  about  the  fame  time  at 

O  / 

Marlborough,  Sudbury,  and  Chelmsford.  The  21ft  they 
fell  upon  Medfield,  where  there  were  two  or  three  hun- 
dred  foldiers,  and  yet  they  burned  half  the  town  down 

and 


other  of  our  officers,  infomuch  that,  by  a  frefh  affault  and  recruit 
of  powder  from  their  ftore,  the  Indians  fell  on  again,  recarried, 
and  beat  us  out  of,  the  fort,  but  by  the  great  refolution  and  courage 
of  the  General  and  Major,  we  reinforced,  and  very  hardly  entered 
the  fort  again,  and  fired  the  wigwams,  with  many  living  and  dead 
perfons  in  them,  great  pres  of  meal  and  heaps  of  corn,  the  ground 
not  admitting  burial  of  their  ftore,  were  confumed  ;  the  number  of 
their  dead,  we  generally  fuppofe  the  enemy  loft  at  leafttwo  hundred 
men  ;  Capt.  Mofely  counted  in  one  corner  of  the  fort  fixty-four 
men,  Capt.  Goram  reckoned  150  at  leaft :  But,  O!  Sir,  mine 
heart  bleeds  to  give  your  honor  an  account  of  our  loft  men,  but 
eipecially  our  refolute  Captains,  as  by  account  inclofed,  and  yet 
not  fo  many,  but  we  admire  there  remained  any  to  return,  a  cap¬ 
tive  woman,  well  known  to  Mr.  Smith,  informing  that  there  were 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men  engaging  us,  and  about  a  mile 
diftant  a  thoufand  in  referve,  to  whom,  if  God  had  fo  pleafed,  we 
had  been  but  a  morfel,  after  fo  much  difablement:  fhe  informeth, 
that  one  of  their  fagamores  was  ftain,  and  their  powder  fpent, 
caufing  their  retreat,  and  that  they  are  in  a  diftrefted  condition  for 
food  and  houfes,  that  one  jofhua  Tift,  an  Englifhman,  is  their  en- 
courager  and  conductor.  Philip  was  ieen  by  one,  credibly  inform¬ 
ing  us,  under  a  ftrong  guard.  After  our  wounds  dreffed,  we  drew 
up  for  a  march,  not  able  to  abide  the  field  in  the  ftorm,  and  weary, 
about  two  of  the  clock,  obtained  our  quarters,  with  our  dead  and 
wounded,  only  the  General,  Miniftcrs,  and  fome  other  perfons 
of  the  guard,  going  to  head  a  fmall  fwamp,  loft  our  way,  and  re¬ 
turned  again  to  the  enemy’s  quarters,  a  wonder  we  were  not  a  prey 
to  them,  and,  after  at  leaft  thirty  miles  marching  up  and  down, 
in  the  morming  recovered  our  quarters,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
arrival  of  Goodale  next  morning,  the  whole  camp  had  perifhed  ; 
the  whole  army,  efpecially  Connecticut,  is  much  difabled  and  un¬ 
willing  to  march,  with  tedious  ftorms,  and  no  lodgings,  and  frozen 
and  fwollen  limbs,  Major  Treat  importunate  to  return  at  leaft 
to  Stonington  ;  our  dead  and  wounded  are  about  two  hundred, 
difabled  as  many  ;  the  want  of  officers,  the  confiaeration  whereof 
die  General  commends  to  your  honor,  forbids  am/  a£tion  at 

prefin t,  and  we.  fear  whether  ConpeCUou'c  will  comply,  at  laft, 

TT  n 
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k£>75  and  killed  eighteen  of  the  inhabitants.  The  35th,  they 
urned  feven  or  eight  houfes  at  Weymouth.  This 
feems  to  be  their  neareft  approach  to  Bolton,  between 
fifteen  and  twenty  miles  diftant  *  at  lead  they  did  no 
milchief  nearer.* 

1676  March  was  a  troublefome  month,  the  Indians 
Stacking  North-Hampton  and  Springfield  upon  Con¬ 
necticut  river,  Groton,  Sudbury,  and  Marlborough,  in 
.  the  Mafiachufets,  Warwick  and  Providence  in  Rhode- 
Lland  colony,  burning  their  houles  and  barns,  and  deltroy- 
ing  the  cattle,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants.  They  killed 
aifo  eleven  per fons  of  one  family  in  Piimouth,  (Mr.  Clark's) 
and  on  the  2  6th  of  March  Capt.  Pierce,  of  Scituate  in  that 
colony,  with  50  Englifti,  and  20  Indians  of  Cape  Cod, 
being  drawn  into  an  ambufhment  by  a  fmall  number  of 
tlie  enemy,  found  themfelvcs  lurrounded  by  a  great  body 
ol  Indians,  who  killed  every  Englifhman  and  great  part  of 


to  any  a&ion.  We  are  endeavouring,  by  good  keeping  and  bii- 
. letting  our  men  at  feveral  qua.ters,  and,  ifpoffible,  removal  of  our 
wounaed  to  Rhode- Id  and,  to  recover  the  fpirit  of  our  foldiers, 
and  mall  be  diligent  to  find  and  underftand  the  removals  or 

ether  aftion  of  the  enemy,  if  God  pleafe  to  give  us  advantage 
again  ft  them.  6 

As  we  compleat  the  account  of  our  dead,  now  in  doing,  the  coun¬ 
cil  is  of  the  mind,  without  recruit  of  men,  we  ihall  not  be  able  to 
cnFa£e  the  main  body.  I  am  Sir,  your  honor’s 

I  give  your  honor  hearty  thanks  humble  fervant 

for  your  kind  lines,  cf  which  humble  ferva’nt, 

I  am  not  worth/. 

Jofeph  Dudley. ” 

Since  the  writing  of  thefe  lines,  the  General  and  Council  have 
join  ;  ty  concluded  to  abide  on  the  place,  notwithftanding  the  defire 
°  .  S' necficut,  only  entreat  that  a  fupply  oi  200  may  be  fent  us, 
with  fupply  ot  commanders  ;  and,  whereas  we  are  forced  to  gar- 
nlon  our  quarters  with  at  lead  one  hundred,  three  hundred  men, 
Upon  joint  account  of  the  colonies,  will  ferve,  and  no  lefs,  to  ef- 
icet  the  deftgn.  This  is  by  order  of  the  council. 

iduude.  buftes  and  hand  granadoes,  and  armour,  if  it  may  be, 
iind  at  leaf!  two  armourers  to  amend  arms,,, 


*  O'  1 


^  Fhe  23d  of  February,  being  a  fall  day  with  the  ftrft  Church 
x"  prdron  they  were  difturbed  by  an  alarm'  from  a  report  that  the 
Indians  were  within  ten  miles  of  Bofton. 


the 
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the  friend  Indians*.  The  28th  of  the  month,  they  burned  1676 
40  houfes,  befides  b  rns,  at  Rehoboth.  Where  Philip 
fpent  the  winter  was  never  certainly  known.  Some  con- 
je&ured  that  he  went  to  the  Mohawks,  others  that  he 
went  to  Canada,  which  his  friends  laid  was  his  intention 
in  the  fall.  He  knew  the  premium  fet  upon  his  head, 
difguifed  and  concealed  himfelf,  fo  that  we  hear  but  little 
of  him  until  he  was  killed']'.  His  a  fairs  were  now  at  the 
higheft  flow,  and  thofe  of  the  Englifh  never  at  fo  low  an 
ebb.  But  prefently  after,  a  fudden  turn  came  on.  The 
beginning  of  April,  the  Connecticut  men  under  George 
Denifon  of  Stonington,  with  fome  friend  Indians,  killed 
and  took  prifoners  forty-four  of  the  enemy,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  month,  the  fame  commander,  with  fixty-fix 
volunteers  Englifh,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  Pequod 
Indians,  took  and  flew  feventy-fix  more  of  the  enemy, 
without  the  lofs  of  one  man  in  either  of  thefe  exploits. 
Between  thefe  two  fuccefsful  addons,  happened  a  very 
unfortunate  one  for  the  Maflachufets.  April  20th,  news 
came  to  Bofton  of  the  lofs  of  Capt.  Wadfworth  and  50 
of  his  men,  going  to  relieve  Sudbury  attacked  by  the 
enemy.  In  May  and  June,  the  enemy  appeared  in  various 
parts  of  the  colonies,  but  their  vigor  abated,  their diftrefles* 
for  want  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  increas'd,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  Mohawks  fell  upon  them  and  killed  50 
of  them.  It  was  commonly  faid,  that  Philip  fell  upon  a 
party  of  Mohawks  and  killed  them,  and  reported  that  they 
were  killed  by  the  Englifh,  expeding  by  this  means  to 
engage  that  nation  in 'the  war,  but  one  that  was  left  for 
dead  revived  and  efcaped  to  his  countrymen,  and  in¬ 
formed  that,  not  the  Englifh,  but  Philip  and  his  Indians 
had  been  the  murderers,  which  brought  that  revenge 
upon  the  guilty,  which,  without  this  difeovery,  would 

*  The  captives  afterwards  reported  that  the  Engliih  fought  fo 
valiantly  that  they  flew  140  of  the  enemy.  MS.  . 

•j'  The  firft  account  of  him  I  have  met  with,  is  in  a  MS.  lettei  oi 
Mr.  Cotton,  of  Plimouth,  upon  the  return  of  an  Indian  fpy,  who 
reported  that  Philip  was  with  the  Hadley  Indians,  & c.  within  half 
a  day’s  inarch  of  Albany. 

U  3  have 
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76  |^vf  ^een  taken  of  thole  who  were  innocent.  The 
offndianf  °  ^Uly’  TcheConnefticuI:  forces  met  with  a  party 

afi  n  ’VinVnara§anfet  C0UnCr-V’  Purfued  them  into 
lJZP’  k“ed  and-took  eighty  of  them,  without  any 
lofs  except  one  or  two  friend  Indians,  and  in  their  march 

V  60  more  of  the  enemy  fell  into  their  hands*.  The; 
Ma.iacnufets  and  Plimouth  men  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
country,  were  likewife  very  fWsfcl  ftom  LTto  lZ, 
idling  and  taking  fmall  parties  of  Indians  fcattered  about 
ie  country,  and  no  commander  was  more  fortunate  than 
Captain,  afterwards  Colonel,  Church,  of  Plimouth  colony. 
He  has  pubhfhed  an  account  of  his  exploits.  But  Philip 
W3S  the  objea.  Upon  his  life  or  Part,  war  or  peace 
depended.  i\ews  was  brought,  that,  after  a  year’s  abler, ce 
he  had  returned  to  Mount-Hope,  his  old  quarters,  and 
.  lar  §reiU  numbers  of  Indians  were  flocking  to  him,  with 
inien.  to  fall  upon  the  neighbouring  towns.  The  MaiTa- 
c  u.ets  and  Plimouth,  bath,  ordered  their  forces  after 
Phiup.  The  former  returned  to  Bo  Aon,  having  milled 
Pmnp,  but  they  killed  and  took  150  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  lo  reduced  that  they  were  continually  ccnfimr 
in  and  furrendenng  themfelvcs  upon  promile  of  mercy" 

1  wo  nundred  in  one  week  came  in  to  Plimouth.  Philm 
fled  from  one  fwamp  ro  another,  divers  times  very  nar- 
.  [ow]y  eiCaPing>  lofing  one  chief  councilor  after  another  • 
his  uncle  and  filter,  and  at  la(t  his  wife  and  fon  were  taken 
p.i  oners.  Being  reduced  to  this  miferable  condition,  he 
was  ki! let.  the  12th  of  Auguff,  as  he  was  flying  from  a 
paity  under  Capt.  Church,  out  of  a  fwamp  near  Mount- 
Hope.  One  of  his  own  men,  whom  he  had  offended,  and 
who  had  dclerted  to  the  EngliJh,  fnot  him  through  the 

i  he  brave  adtions  or  the  Connefticut  volunteers  have  not  been 
enough  applauded.  Deniion’s  name  ought  to  be  perpetuated  The 
Naragan let  fight  had  enraged  the  Indians  and  made  them  defperate  ’ 
and  the  Enghih  plantations,  after  that,  were  in  greater  terror  than 
before,  but  tins  fuccefsful  hunting  them,  and  ferreting  them  out 
01  tnen  burrows,  funk  and  broke  their  fpirits,  and  feems  to  h°v“ 

determined  the  fate  of  E.iglifh  and  Indians,  which  until 'then  was 
cioubtiui  and  uncertain. 

heart. 
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heart  Inftead  of  his  fcalp,  he  cut  off  his  right  hand,  1676 
which  had  a  remarkable  fear,  well  known  to  the  Ejiglilh, 
and  it  produced  a  handfome  penny,  many  having  thecu- 
riofuv  to  fee  it.  This  was  a  finiibing  ftroke,  the  parties 
of  Indians  that  remained  being  drove  from  one  hole  or 
fwamp  to  another,  fo  that  before  winter  they  were  all 
killed;  captivated,  or  forced  to  lurrender  themielves,  ex¬ 
cept  feme  few,  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  fled  to  the 
French,  and  others,  to  nations  of  foreign  Indians.  The 
cruelties  which  had  been  exerciled  upon  the  Enghfti,  were 
uro-ed  in  excufe  for  the  treatment  which  the  Indians  re¬ 
ceived  who  were  made  prifoners  or  furrendered  themfel  ves. 

In  allthepromifesof  mercy,  thofe,  who  had  been  principal 
aCfors  in  any  murders  of  theEhglifh,  were  excepted,  and 
none  had  any  promife  made  of  any  thing  more  than 
their  lives.  A  great  many,  therefore,  of  the  chiefs  were 
executed  at  Bofton  and  Plimouth,  and  mod  of  the  reft 
were  fold,  and  Ihipped  off  for  Haves  to  Bermudas  and 
other  parts.  Every  perfon,  almoft,  in  the  two  colonies, 
had  loft  a  relation  or  near  friend,  and  the  people  in  gene- 
ral  were  exafperated  *;  but  all  does  not  fufBctently  excufe 
this  great  feverity. 

The  fame  time  that  Philip  began  his  hofti  .ties  in 
Plimouth  colony,  the  Tarenteens,  or  Eaftern  Indians 
were  infulting  the  Engliff  fettled  in  New  Hampff ire  and 
the  Province  of  Main.  They  began  with  robbing  the 
Engl'ffn  as  they  paffed  in  their  boats  and  canoes,  and  plun¬ 
ders  cr  their  houfes  of  liquors,  ammunition,  and  foch  move¬ 
ables  Is  they  could  eafily  carry  off.  In  September  ( .  765^  • 

*  Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  23d  5  mo. 

6  mentions  an  inftance  of  rage  agamft  two  pnloneis  of  the 
Eaton  Indians,  then  at  Marblehead  a  fiflnng  town  which  goe  be 
vond  any  other  I  have  heard  of.  “  Sabbath  day  was  fe  nmght  the 
«  women  at  Marblehead,  as  they  came  out  of  the  raeeting-  ouf 
“  fell  upon  two  Indians  that  were  brought  in  as  captives,  an  u 
“  a  tumultuous  way,  very  barbaroufly  murdered  them  Doubtl  fs 
«  if  the  Indians  hear  of  it,  the  captives  among  them  will  be  lei  ved 
“  accordingly.”  The  Indians  had  murdered  feme  01  the  fdh-rm-n 
in  the  Eaftern  harbours  of  the  province.  _ 

U  4 
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tFiey  came  t°  the  ho  life  of  one  Wakely,  an  old  man,  in 
and  wra  a'  u” .  ,murdered  him,  his  wife,  and  four  children 
children  dren’-  3nd  carried  four  more  of  his  grand. 

killed ^i3Way  Capt‘VeS;  *  They  thsn  fel1  uPon  Saco,  and 
thlrteen  burned  the  houfes,  killed  fix  men 

honfe^Th"  at  B  arkr,P°inC  (Scarbor°ugh)  and  burned  20 
Mr  PI  •P,%next  fe  1  uPon  Kittery,  and  killed  two  men. 

™ed’  heutenant  of  the  town,  with  aoEnglifh,  went 
out  to  bury  the  dead,  and  was  Et  upon  by  the  Indians. 

iinr-lT®^  ?’  Wlth  ,eve11  0,r,1's  men  (the  reft  flying) 
0  .'  be  and  his  fon,  and  one  more,  were  killed.  The 

vv.rH  pUc  efCaped  t0  the  §aTifon-  They  then  came  to- 
vvards  P.fcataqua^aking  fpoil  upon  the  inhabitants  on  the 

branches  of  that  river,  viz.  at  Oyfter  river.  Salmon-falls, 

■  Exeter’  &c-  burning  their  houfes  and  barns,  and  a 
fl  !  be|ong,ng  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  a  merchant  in  Bofton, 

.  l  1  b'|S  tnore  or  lefs  of  the  people  in  every  place,  to 
,  the  number  of  about  fifty,  in  the  whole.  The  govern¬ 
ment  s  hands  were  full,  from  the  attempts  of  Philip  and 
his  accomplices,  and  during  the  fummer,  nothing  more  was 
d,°''e’  thfan_to  cotn;mt  the  care  of  the  Eaftern  plantations  to 

thechiefofficersoftherefpeaive  regiments,  to  defend  them 

againft  the  enemy;  but  in  the  fall,  forces  were  drawn  from 

the  other  counties,  in  order  to  have  marched  into  the 

.tu  tern  country,  but  were  prevented  by  the  feverity  of  the 

feather,  which  fat  in  fooner  than  ufual.  The  Indians 

in  thofe  parts,  at  the  fame  time,  fued  for  peace,  and  there 

was  a  good  profpefl  of  its  being  fettled  ;  but  the  endea- 

V0U‘S  of  MaJ°r  Waldron  to  effed  it  were  next  year  fruf- 

trated.  However,  during  the  winter,  and  the  next  fpring, 

and  the  greateft  part  of  the  fummer,  thofe  plantations 
were  at  reft.  r 


,  The  accounts  which  were  tranfmitted  to  England  of 
tne  diftrefles  of  the  colony,  during  the  war,  although  they 
might  excite  compafiion  in  the  breads  of  fome,  yet  they 
were  improved,  by  others,  to  render  the  colony  more  ob¬ 
noxious  A  fine  country,  it  was  Paid,  was  in  danger  of 
Reing  loft  to  England,  by  the  penarioufcefs  of  thofe  who 

Were 
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were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  in  not  railing  monies  for  the  1676 
defence  of  it,  and  by  their  obftinacy  in  refilling  to  apply 
to  the  King  for  relief.  This  appears  as  well  by  other 
letters,  as  by  one  from  Lord  Anglefey  to  Mr.  Leveret*, 

between 


*  Sir,  .  “  London,  May  1 6,  1676. 

I  received  your  letter,  intimating  the  troubles  of  that  country, 
unexpectedly  brought  upon  you  by  the  Indians,  and  as  I  thank 
you  for  it,  fo  I  with  the  continuance  ol  your  correfpondence  and 
informations,  as  often  as  occafion  offers,  having  as  great  a  fym- 
pathy  as  any  for  your  fufferings,  and  as  warm  inclinations,  both 
to  advife  and  aftift  you,  to  my  power,  againft  your  barbarous  and 
ungrateful  enemies.  But  when  I  have  faid  this  (as  the  belt  proof 
of  it)  I  mull  chide  you  and  that  whole  people  of  New-England, 
that  (as  if  you  were  independent  of  our  mailer’s  crown,  needed 
not  his  prote&ion,  or  haddeferved  ill  of  him,  as  fome  have  not  been 
wanting  to  fugged:  and  urge  teftimony  thereof)  from  the  firft 
hour  of  God’s  ftretching  out  his  hand  againft  you  to  this  time 
(though  we  have  fucceftive  and  frequent  tidings  (like  Job’s  mef- 
fengers)  of  the  great  devaluations  and  fpoils  that  are  made  by  lire 
and  fword  upon  thofe  plantations,  which  God  hath  fo  fignally 
bleffed,  and  made  to  flourifh  till  now)  you  have  not  yet  (as  cer¬ 
tainly  became  you)  made  your  addreffes  to  the  King’s  Majefty,  or 
fome  of  his  minifters,  for  his  perufal,  that  he  might  be  authenti¬ 
cally  informed  both  of  your  enemies  and  your  condition,  by  what 
means  you  are  brought  low,  and  what  are  the  moll  proper  and 
hopeful  remedies  for  your  recovery. 

I  can  write  but  by  guefs,  yet  it  is  not  altogether  groundlefsly  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  French  do  underhand  aftift  and  fupply  your  enemies, 
that  you  are  divided  among  yourfelves,  that  you  have  not  ufed  or¬ 
dinary  providence,  that  you  are  too  tenacious  of  what  is  neceffary 
for  your  prefervation,  as  if  you  kept  your  goods  for  your  enemies, 
and  wanted  hearts  to  make  ufe  of  them  yourfelves,  that  you  are 
poor  and  yet  proud.  This  was  not  the  fpirit  that  carried  you  into 
that  wildernefs  and  led  you  on  there  ever  ftnee,  building  and  plant¬ 
ing  for  yourfelves  and  God.  But  thefe  calamities  may  come  upon 
you  to  bring  you  to  your  ftrft  poll,  and  to  do  your  firft  works,  tho’ 
J  would  not  willingly  judge  you  therein. 

It  may  not  be  lit  for  me  to  advife  you  what  to  do,  till  better  in¬ 
formed,  *  but  I  know  his  Majefty  hath  a  tender  and  compaflionate 
heart  for  all  his  fubjefts  that  are  induftrious  and  orderly,  and  hath 
power  fufHcient,  as  well  as  will,  to  help  his  colonies  in  diftrefs,  as 
others  have  experienced,  and  you  may,  in  good  time.  He  ktiovvs 
how  to  deal  with  the  French,  either  by  the  interpofition  of  their  own 
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*6;6  between  whomthere  was  a  friendly  correfpondence  kep 
up.  In  Cromwell’s  court  Mr.  Leveret  had  been,  perhaps 
upon  a  level  with  Mr.  Annefly*.  There  feems  to  hav: 
been  no  ground  for  the  charge  neither  men  nor  mone; 
were  wanting  for  the  fervice.  An  application  to  England,  fo: 
men,  was  neceffary,  and  I  meet  with  no  papers  which  in¬ 
timate  that  there  was  any  thought  of  it  in  any  perfons  ir 
the  colony.  Fighting  made  foldiers.  As  foon  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  a  littie  experience  of  the  Indian  way  ol 
fighting,  they  became  a  match  for  them.  An  addition 
to  their  numbers  they  did  not  want.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this 
is  certain,  that  as  the  colony  was  at  fir  ft  fettled,  fo  it  was 
now  preferved  from  ruin  without  any  charge  to  the  mo¬ 
ther  country.  Nay,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  mate¬ 
rials  I  have,  the  collections  made  in  the  colony,  after  the 
fire  of  London,  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers  there,  and, 
upon  other  occafions,  for  the  relief  of  divers  of  the  plan¬ 
tations,  with  other  public  donations,  from  the  firtl  fettle- 
ment  until  the  charter  was  vacated,  will  not  fall  much,  if 
any  thing,  fhort  of  the  whole  fum  that  was  bellowed  upon 
the  colony,  from  abroad,  during  that  lime. 

In  the  height  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  war,  and  whilffc 
the  authority  of  the  colony  was  contending  with  the 
natives  for  the  poffeffion  of  the  foil,  complaints  were 


King,  or  by  authorizing  and  affixing  you  to  right  yourfelves  againft 
them.  He  can  fend  fhips  or  men  to  help  you,  or  furnifh  you  with 
ammunition,  as  the  cafe  requires,  or,  by  a  general  col¬ 
lection,  open  the  bowels  and  purfes  of  his  people  here  towards  you, 
where  there  are  many  that  mourn  for  your  diftrefs,  and  will  not  only 
be  interceffors  to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  to  God’s  vicegerent  alfo, 
for  your  relief,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourfelves  and  failing  in 
that  dutiful  application  which  fubjeCts  ought  to  make  to  their  fove- 
reigns  in  fnch  cafe. 

If  thefe  hints  may  work  any  thouhgts  of  heart  in  you,  that  may 
produce  fpeedy  and  effectual  councils  for  your  re-eftabliftiment,  I 
{ball  rejoice  that  I  have  been  your  remembrancer,  and  ftiall  promote 
in  the  beft  manner  I  can  your  requefts  to  that  end,  being  to  you, 
and  the  good  people  of  that  colony,  an  affectionate  friend  and 


hearty  well- wither. 

To  my  moft  efteemed  friend 

John  Leverett,  Efq;  governor,  &c. 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Anglefey, 


Anglesey. 


making 
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naking  in  England,  which  ftruck  at  the  powers  of  1676 
government,  and  an  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  which  was 
:ontinued  from  time  to  time,  until  it  finally  iffued  in  a 
[uo  warranto,  and  judgment  thereupon  againft  the  charter, 
n  the  fummer  of  1676*.  Edward  Randolph  was  fent  to, 
he  Maffachufets  with  his  Majefty’s  letter  of  March  10th, 
675-6,  and  copies  of  the  petitions  and  complaints  of 
Vlafon  and  Gorges  -f\  The  King  commanded  that  agents 
hould  be  fent  over,  to  appear  before  him  in  fix  months 
fter  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  fully  inftrudled  and  im- 
>owered  to  anfwer.  The  governor  fummoned  a  fpecial 
ourt,  to  meet  the  9th  of  Auguff.  The  elders  which 
vere  then  in  town  were  defired  to  attend,  and  to  confider 
>f  this  queftion  propofed  to  them  by  the  court,  viz. 

“  Whether  the  moft  expedient  manner  of  making 
c  anfwer  to  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.  Mafon, 
c  about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  be,  by  fending 
‘  agents  or  attornies  to  anfwer  the  fame,  or  to  anfwer  by 
c  writing  only  ?” 

They  foon  agreed  upon  the  following  anfwer. - 

c  It  feems  unto  us  the  moft  expedient  way  of  making  an- 
c  fwcr  unto  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.  Mafon, 

‘  about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  to  do  it  by  appoint- 
‘  ment  of  agents,  to  appear  and  make  anfwer  for  us,  by 
c  way  of  information  at  this  time,  and  in  this  cafe,  pro- 
c  vided  they  be,  with  utmoft  care  and  caution,  qualified  as 
c  to  their  inftrudtions,  by  and  according  to  which  they  may 
1  negotiate  that  affair,  with  fafety  unto  the  country,  and 
s  with  all  duty  and  loyalty  unto  his  Majefty,  in  the  pre- 
|  fervation  of  our  patent  liberties.5’  The  reafons  for 
heir  opinion  were  fubjoined.  The  court  determined 

*  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1676,  the  Dutch  took  the  fort  at  Pe- 
obfeot  from  the  French.  Some  veffels  from  New-England  went 
nd  drove  off  the  Dutch,  but  kept  no  poffeffiop. 

f  The  letter  was  directed  4 ‘  To  the  governor  and  Magihrates 
f  t*’e  town  of  Bohon.”  Randolph  was,  befdcs,  directed  by  the 
^erds  committee  for  trade,  & c.  to  enquire  into  the  hate  of  the 
olony.  The  feveral  queries  and  his  anfwer 3  may  be  feen  in  the 
ppendix. 

according 
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3  677 according  to  this  advice.  William  Stoughton*  ar 
Peter  Bulkley  f  were  chofen  for  the  purpofe.  So< 
after  their  arrival  in  England,  a  hearing  was  h  id  bdo 
the  Lords  of  the  committee  of  the  council,  upon  rl 
principal  points  of  their  agency,  the  claims  of  Gorg 
and  Mafon,  in  both  which  they  were  unfuccefsful.  Tl 
province  of  Main  was  confirmed  to  Gorges  and  his  heir 
both  as  to  foil  and  government.  To  put  an  end  to  all  fi 
rure  dilputes,  as  well  as  to  gratify  many  of  the  inhab 
tants  of  that  province,  John  Ulher  was  employed  by  tl 
Mafiachufets  to  purchafe  the  right  and  1  n  te  re  ft  of  Gorges 
heirs,  which  he  did  for  twelve  hundred  pounds  fterlinj 
and  affigned  it  over  to  the  governor  and  company.  Thi 
inftead  of  conciliating  matters,  gave  further  offence  t 
the  crown  J.  With  refpedt  to  Mafon’s  claim,  it  was  d< 
termined,  that  the  Maffachufets  had  a  right  to  thre 
miles  North  of  Merrimack  river,  to  follow  the  courJ 
of  the  river,  fo  far  as  it  extended,  and  that  the  expreffior 
in  the  charter  do  not  warrant  the  over-reachin^  thoi 
bounds  by  imaginary  lines  or  bounds  §. 

Th 

*  Mr.  Stoughton  was  fecond  Ton  of  Mr.  Ifrael  Stoughton,  one  c 
the  firft  magidrates  of  the  colony.  He  was  educated  at  Karvar 
college,  fome  years  a  preacher,  but  never  fettled  in  any  parid 
A  fermon  of  his  at  the  ele&ion  is  in  print.  He  came  early  int 
the  magidracy  (in  1671.) 

f  Mr.  Bulkley  was  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  deputies,  fon,  I  fun 
pofe,  of  the  celebrated  minider  of  Concord,  of  the  fame  name.  The 
failed  October  30,  1676. 

X  The  colony  fuppofed  they  acquired,  by  the  purchafe,  a  right  t 
the  jurxfdi&ion,  and  conGdered  themfelves,  in  their  corporate  ca 
pacity,  Lords  proprietors  of  the  province  of  Main,  as  Lord  Ba] 
timore  and  tne  Penns  do  of  Maryland  and  Pennfvlvania.  ] 
was  made  a  quedion  by  fome,  whether  the  right  of  jurifdi&ior 
in  the  heirs  of  Gorges,  was  fuch  an  intered  as  could  legal! 
be  fold  or  devifed.  Since  the  incorporation  by  the  new  char 
ter,  it  is  of  no  great  confequence  which  way  it  be  determined 

§  The  Madachufets  thought  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  deter 
mination  of  his  late  Majedy  in  council,  fettling  the  boundary  lei 
favorably  for  them  than  they  ever  expected.  The  river  Merri 
mack,  which  runs  upon  a  Wedern  courfe  as  far  as  Dundable 
afterwards  turns  to  the  Northward.  It  is  not  certain,  that  at  th 

tim 
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The  controverfy  between  the  Maffachufets  and  Mr.  1677 
Mafon  having  fubfifted  fo  many  years,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  fet  his  claim  or  pretence  in  its  true  light.  A  copy 
of  agrant,  made  by  thecouncilof Plimouth,  toCapt.  John  ' 
Mafon,  of  all  the  lands  between  Naumkeak  and  Merri¬ 
mack,  dated  March  9  th,  162 1,  is  the  firft,  in  order  of  time, 
that  has  been  produced.  This  grant  was  faid  to  be  only 
fealed,  unwitneffed,  no  feifin  endorfed,  nor  pofieffion  ever 
given  with  the  grant,  and  no  entry  upon  any  record. 

Another  copy  of  a  grant,  Auguft  10th  1622,  of  all 
the  lands  from  Merrimack  to  Sagadehoc,  which,  it  was 
faid,  did  not  appear  to  have  been  figned,  fealed,  or  wit- 
nefled,  by  any  order  of  the  council. 

Another  grant,  or  copy  of  a  grant,  of  part  of  the  fame 
lands,  viz.  all  between  the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Pifcata- 
qua,  to  Captain  John  Mafon  alone,  dated  Nov.  7,  1629. 

time  of  the  grant  to  the  Maftachufets  colony,  in  1628,  this  alter¬ 
ation  of  the  ccurfe  was  known  to  the  grantors,  or  to  any  Euro¬ 
pean:  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  years  after  our  anceftors  came 
over,  evidence  was  taken  and  preferved,  that  this  river  retained  the 
fame  name  among  the  natives  from  the  mouth  to  the  crotch, 
and  there  feemed  to  be  no  intention  in  1677,  that  Maftachufets 
line  fhould  crofs  the  river.  However,  it  was  thought  an  equi¬ 
table  conftrufrion  of  the  province  charter,  in  1738,  that  fo  far  as 
the  river  kept  a  weftern  courfe,  and  no  farther,  the  province  line 
Jhonld  run  the  fame  courfe,  keeping  the  diftance  of  three  miles 
north  of  the  river,  but  after  that  to  run  due  welt.  There  was, 
befides,  a  miftake  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  province  ;  for,  in¬ 
head  of  running  as  far  as  the  river  kept  a  weftern  courfe  (the 
real  intention  of  the  royal  determination)  it  hops  feveral  mile* 
fhort,  at  Patucket,  where  the  river  inclines  to  the  fouth.  Whereas 
if  the  line  had  been  continued  to  the  bend,  and  then  croffed  the 
river,  or  if  the  due  weft  >ine  had  begun  a  few  miles  fhort  of 
Patucket,  in  cither  cafe,  feveral  miles  in  breadth,  the  whole 
length  of  the  line  would  have  belonged  to  the  Maftachufets, 
which  now  falls  to  New-Hampihire.  This,  my  Lord  Wilmington, 
who  was  then  prefident  of  the  council,  aftured  me  in  the  year  1741, 
proceeded  from  a  mifapprehenlion  of  the  courfe  of  the  river.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  at  Patucket  the  river  inclined  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  or  that  any  lofs  was  occaftoned  to  the  Maftachufets.  Th# 

New  Hampshire  agent  was  better  able  to  manage  the  controverfy 
than  the  agents  for  the  Maftachufets. 

Another 
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1677  Another  gtant  in  1635,  April  2 2d,  of  all  the  lam 
between  Naumkeag  and  Pifcataqua  river*. 

In  all  this  confuixon  of  grants,  or  copies  of  grants,  tl 
greateft  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  that  of  November  7th,  1 6 a< 
It  is  a  ftrange  thing  that  the  council  of  Plimouth,  unle 
all  thofe  grants,  prior  to  the  Maflachufets  grant,  had  bee 
either  deemed  imperfeft  and  invalid  from  the  beginning 
or  elfe  refigned  and  thrown  up,  (hould  grant  the  fame  lane 
to  the  Maflachufets,  Mafon  and  Gorges  both  bein 
members,  and  the  molt  aftive  members  of  the  counci 
It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  a  grant  of  all  the  lands  be 
tween  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua  to  Mafon  in  1629,  whe 
three  miles  between  thofe  two  rivers  had  been  granted  th 
year  before  to  the  Maflachufets.  The  grants  which  wer 
made,  or  pretended  to  be  made,  in  1635,  were  the  ei 
forts  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  council,  to  fecur 
fome  part  of  the  dying  intereft  to  themfelves  and  pofterity 
in  which  they  all  failed  f . 

Dougluts  fays,  v.  2.  p.  26.  Tnat  IVIafon  in  1635,  and  Gor^e 
in  1639,  obtained  royal  patents,  with  powers  of  jurifdiftion  ;  bu 
Dougiafs  was  under  a  Miftake  as  to  Maion.  About  that  time,  a 
has  been  v  berore  obferved,  it  was  intended  a  general  governo 
should^  be  lent  over,  and  Mafon  was  appointed,  and  received 
commiffion  as  governor  over  that  part  of  the  continent  from  Naum 
keag  to  Pifcataqua,  but  fubjecc  to  the  general  governor.  Th 
defign  of  a  general  governor  was  laid  afide,  and  we  hear  no  mor 

of  the  commifiion  to  Mafon,  which  he  never  came  to  America  l< 
publilh.  Ancient  MS. 

f  An  action  was.  brought  in  Feb.  1682,  at  Portfmouth,  again! 
One  Vv  adley  of  Exeter,  in  which  this  grant  ot  1635  was  princi 
■pally  relied  on,  and  Mr.  C'hamberiayne,  fecretary  of  the  pro 
vince,  and  one  Mr.  Reynes  made  oath,  that  they  'had  compar  c 
the  copy  with  the  original,  which  did  net  appear  to  have  been  eithci 
figned,  fealed,  or  witneffed.  1  he  lands  in  queition  had  been  man) 
years  occupied,  and  the  plaintiff  failed  in  his  fuit.  It  was  ob 
iervecU  on  the  trial,  that  the  council  of  Plimouth  was  to  confift  o. 
forty  per  fens,  who  had  power  of  granting  lands  in  New-England. 
provided  it  was  done  by  the  major  part  or  them,  or  the  major  pan 
of  a  lawful  affembly  of  the  faid  council,  and  under  their  com- 
mpn  feal.  Nothing  of  this  app  ared.  The  original  grant  could 
no;  be  found  in  1691,  when  Allen  entered  a  caveat  a'rainft  the 
Maffachufets  charter.  He  pretended  it  was  in  New-England. 
Hnl  bard  MS. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Jones,  the  attorney  general,  gave  his  1677 
opinion  upon  the  whole  cafe,  which  was  tranlmitted  to  7 
[he  Maflachufets,  and  is  as  follov/s. 

“  THE  cafe  of  the  governor  and  company  of  Maffachufets 
Bay,  in  New-England,  in  America. 

•j  14  jac.  The  whole  traft  of  New-England 

was  granted  to  40  perfons,  Lords  and  others,  by  the  name 
of  the  council  of  New-England,  eftabliffied  at  Plimouth, 
whereby  power  is  given  them  to  fee  out  lands  and  heredi¬ 
taments  to  adventurers  and  planters,  as  fhould,  by  a  com- 
miffion  of  lurvey,  and  diftribution  executed,  be  named. 

19  Mar.  1628.  The  laid  council  grant  the  Mafla- 
thufets  colony  to  Rofwell  and  others. 

4  Mar.  4  Car.  1.  The  grant  to  Rofwell,  &c.  was, 
by  letters  patent,  confirmed  to  the  faid  proprietors  and 
others,  their  afibciates,  who  were  then  incorporated,  with- 
power  of  government  granted  to  them,  and  of  making 
laws,  not  repugnant  10  the  laws  of  England. 

46  The  company,  in  purfuance  of  this  grant  of  the 
council  of  Plimouth  and  charter  from  the  King,  tranfporc 
t hem fc Ives  and  make  a  fettlement  upon  the  faid  lands, 
diirribuiing  the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  freely  to  adven¬ 
turers  and  planters,  without  any  rent  referved  to  the  com¬ 
pany  j  yet  lo  that,  where  the  faid  lands  were  poffcfied  by 
the  natives,  the  planters  did  alfo  purchafe  from  them. 

44  May  1657.  I*  is  cnadted  by  the  laws  of  the  place. 

That  any  perfon,  who  had,  by  himfelf,  his  grantees  or 
affigns,  before  the  law  about  inheritance  1460:0.  1652, 
poffeffed  and  occupied,  as  his  or  their  proper  right  in  fee 
fimple,  any  houfes  or  lands  there,  and  fhould  fo  continue 
without  difturbance,  letr,  fuits,  or  denial,  legally  made  by. 
having  the  claims  of  any  perfon  thereto  entered  with  the 
recorder  c f  the  county,  and  fuch  claim  profecuted  to  effedfc 
within  5  years  next  after  the  20th  of  that  prefen t  May 
1657,  every  fuch  proprietor,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  final  1 
lor  ever  after  enjoy  the  lame,  without  any  lawful  letr, 
fuit,  difturbance,  or  denial,  by  any  other  claim  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whatfotver,  any  law  or  cuftom  to  the' 
contrary  notwithfttmding.  '  “  No 
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x^77  “  No  claims  made  of  the  lands  in  queftion,  within  £h< 

Time  limited, 

patent  of  3d  Nov.  14  Jac.  furrendered. 

66  Mr.  Mafon’s  title, 

<c  2  Mar.  1621.  Mr.  Mafon,  by  grant  from  the  counci 
at  Plimouth,  under  their  common  feal,  to  his  anceftor  Johr 
Mafon,  claims  fome  ten  towns  within  the  Maflachufeti 
bounds  of  their  patent,  to  be  called  Mariana,  to  hold  tc 
him  and  his  heirs,  in  fee  and  common  focage,  &c.  fubjeci 
to  the  exceptions  in  the  grant  to  the  grand  council,  yield, 
ing  a  fifth  part  of  all  ore  found  to  his  Majefty,  and  anothei 
fifth  part  to  the  council,  with  a  letter  of  attorney  to  the 
chief  officer  there  for  the  time  being,  for  delivery  of  pof 
feflion  and  feifin  to  the  grantee  Mafon,  or  his  attorney. 

“  Note,  the  grant  only  fealed  with  the  council  feal, 
unwitnefifed,  no  feifin  endorled,  nor  poffeffion  ever  given 
with  the  grant. 

10  Aug.  1622.  The  (aid  council  grant,  aliene,  fell, 
and  confirm  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  all  the  lands  lying  between 
the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Sagadehoc. 

<c  Note  as  in  the  Grant  of  1621. 

7  Nov.  162^.  The  faid  council  grant  part  of  the  pre- 
miles  to  Capt.  John  Mafon,  fingle,  and  his  heirs,  extend¬ 
ing  between  the  rivers  of  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua. 

4<  Note  as  above. 

<c  1631.  The  lame  council  did  again  grant  a  fmall 
parcel  ot  the  premifes  granted  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges 
and  Capt.  John  Mafon,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Ferdinando 
and  Capt,  Mafon,  with  about  fix  or  leven  others,  their 
afiociates,  lying  on  both  Tides  the  river  Pifcataqua,  upon 
which  lands  fome  fettlements  were  made,  and  iome  part 
thereof  divided  between  the  faid  grantees  and  adventurers 
after  163 1  *. 

*  Jf  Mafon  fuppofed  any  of  the  preceding  grants  to  be  in  any 
fbree,  why  ihould  he  take  a  grant  of  part  ot  the  lands  only  con¬ 
tained  in  thcle  former  grants,  and  take  in  aflbciates,  and  come  to  a 
wvifion  with  them  f 

,  *  V  ;  '..4  '  •'•  *  ‘  7  -  v  .  ; 

/  .  April 
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«  April  1635.  Gapt.  John  Mafon  obtains  a  new  grant  1677 
from  the  laid  great  council,  of  all  the  lands  from  Naum- 
keag  river  to  Pifcataqua  river,  by  the  name  of  New 
Hamplhire,  at  which  time  all  that  part  of  the  lands,  fo 
granted,  which  are  now  contained  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Maflachufets,  were  a&ually  diftributed  to  and  planted 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  by  virtue  of  their  grant 
from  the  faid  council. 

“  The  whole  matter  in  difference  was  referred  to  the 
two  Lord  Chief  Juftices,  by  his  Majefty  in  council. 

tc  They,  after  a  folemn  hearing  of  counfel  on  both  fides, 
reported  unto  his  Majefty  : 

“  That  as  to  the  right  of  the  foil  of  the  province^  of 
New-Hampfhire  and  Main,  they  could  give  no  opinion, 
not  having  proper  parties  before  them,  it  appearing,  that 
not  the  Maflachufets,  but  the  ter-tenants,  had  the  right 
of  foil  and  whole  benefit  thereof,  and  yet  were  not  fum- 
moned  to  defend  their  titles. 

4<  As  to  Mr.  Mafon’s  right  of  government  within  the 
foil  he  claimed,  their  Lordfhips,  and  indeed  his  own 
counfel,  agreed  he  had  none  *,  the  great  council  of  Pli- 
iriouth,  under  whom  he  claimed,  having  no  power  to 
transfer  government  to  any. 

“  As  to  the  bounds  of  the  Maflachufets  colony,  their 
Lordfhips  have,  by  their  faid  report,  excluded  thereout  the 
four  towns  of  Dover,  Portfmouth,  Exeter  and  Hampton, 
parcel  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  claim,  ‘  but  determined  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  claim  to  be  within  their  bounds.’  Which 
report  was  confirmed  by  his  Majefty  in  council. 

“  1  ft  Query.  Whether  Mr.  Mafon’s  grants,  being  only 

under  the  council  of  Plimouth’s  feal,  unwitneffed,  and 

* 

without  any  entry  or  record  of  them  any  where,  without 
feifin  endorfed,  and  no  pofleflion  having  ever  gone  along 

*  Although  Douglafs,  as  has  been  obferved,  goes  further,  and 
fays,  that  t€  Aug.  19,  1635,  King  Charles,  by  patent,  confirms  the 
grant  called  New-Hampfhire,  with  power  of  government  and  jurif- 
diftion  (as’in  the  palatinate  or  biflioprick  of  Durham)  with  power 
of  conferring  honours, 99  yet  this  is  not  probable.  .His  heirs  were 
certainly  unacquainted  with  it,  or  they  would  have  made  mention 
of  it  before  the  Kinv  in  council  in  1691. 

X  with 
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1  '77  with  them,  be  valid  in  law  to  ouft  about  50  years  pof- 
fcilion,  a  title  under  the  government  of  the  Maffachutets, 
and  a  purchafe  from  the  natives  ? 

I  think  it  not  good  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
andNew- England  having  no  particular  law  of  their  own  (to 
my  knowledge)  which  differs  from  the  law  of  England, 
as  to  the  manner  cf  paffing  lands,  I  do  not  fee  how  any 
of  thefe  grants  can  be  good. 

“  Or,  admitting  they  be  good  in  law, 

^d  QiKr.  Whether  3\dr.  hdafon  be  not  ftopped  by 
the  law  of  the  place,  as  above,  having  not  made  his  claim 
thereto  within  the  time  prefcribed  ? 

f‘  If  Mr.  Mafon’s  eftate  do  lie  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
the  affembly  which  made  this  law,  and  that  this  affembly 
were  rightly  conftituted  according  to  the  powers  given  by 
charter,  I  think  Mr.  Mafon  was  bound  by  this  law,  which 
I  look  upon  to  be  a  reafonable  law,  and  agreeing  in  rea- 
fon  with  the  law  of  England. 

“  And  if  Mr.  Mafon  have  right  thereto, 

3d  Quer.  Whether  ought  not  that  right  to  be  tried 
on  the  place,  ten  of  the  towns  claimed  by  him  remaining 
within  the  Maffachufets  by  the  chief  juftices  report  ?  ° 

“  I  think 'his  right  ought  to  be  tried  upon  the  place, 
for  fo  much  thereof  as  lies  within  the  Maffachufets  juris¬ 
diction,  liable  to  fuch  appeal  as  the  charter  allows,  if  it 
allows  any. 

“  4rh  Qoer.  Or,  if  triable  here,  by  what  court  can  it 
properly  be  fo,  whether  in  one  of  the  four  courts  at 
Weftminfter,  or  upon  a  fpecial  Commiffion,  and  how,  in 
your  judgment,  whether  by  jury  or  otherwife  ? 

“  It  cannot  properly  be  tried  here  by  any  of  the  foiir 
courts,  but  according  to  the  law  of  the  place,  if  it  lie 
within  any  junfdi&ion,  and  if  within  none,  the  King  may 
eredt  courts,  to  proceed  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
unlels  altered  by  the  legiflative  power  of  the  place.* 

**  18  Sept.  1679.  W.  Jones.*’ 

A 

*  Before  1691  Ma  ford's  heirs  had  fold  their  title  to  Samuel  Allen* 
aiid  nothing  more  was  heard  of  it  until  1737,  after  the  cfetermi- 

nation 
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A  comiwiffion  was  lifted  by  the  crown  for  the  govern-  1679 
meat  of  New-Hampfhire.  The  Maffachufets,  thereupon, 
forbore  any  further  exercife  of  jurildiction.  d  he  towns  ot 
Salifburv,  Amefbury  and  Haverhill,  by  their  original 
grants  from  the  Maffachufets  colony,  extending  more 
than  three  miles  from  Merrimack,  the  Maffachufets  con¬ 
tinued  to  exercife  jurifdiftion  over  the  whole  ot  thofe 
towns,  although,  according  to  the  determination,  part  or 

them  lay  without  the  patent. 

Besides  this  controverfy  about  bounds*  the  agents  had 
other  complaints  to  anfwer.  Randolph,  who,  the  people 
of  New-England  faid,  “  went  up  and  down  Seeking  to  de- 
vour  them,”  returned  to  England,  and  reprefented  the 
colony  as  refufing  any  obedience  to  the  acts  io*  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  plantations.  A  fhip,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Ufher,  put  the  owner  afhore  at  feme  Englilh  port,  and 
went  over  to  Holland.  Mr.  Stoughton  wines  (ift  D«.c- 
1677)  “  Randolph  upon  this  news  was  lull  of  bufinefs, 

“  being  employed*  as  he  laid*  by  my  Lord  treafurei,  to 
make  enquiry  about  it*  in  order  to  further  pioceedings* 
but  now  we  have  intelligence  as  if  that  veffel  were  again 
“  put  into  Plimouth*  andTiad  not  been  in  Holland.  If  fhe 
either  make  her  market  here,  or  pay  her  dudes  her  ore 
“  {lie  go  el fe where,  it  may  help  to  allay  matters.  Ihe 
“  country’s  not  taking  notice  of  theie  ads  ot  navigation  to 
obferve  them,  hath  been  the  moft  unhappy  neglect  that 
88  we  could  have  fallen  into*  for,  more  and  more  every  day* 


nation  of  the  controverfy  between  the  Maffachufets  and  New- 
Hampfhire.  A  large  trad  of  country,  which  always  before  was 
fuppofed  to  be  within  the  Maffachufets  province,  being  loft  out  of 
it,  John  Tufton,  now  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army,  a  clefCena- 
;,ant  from  Mafon,  and  who  then  took  the  name  of  Tufton  Mafon  agree¬ 
able  to  the  laflwill  of  his  anceftor,  laid  claim  to  it,  as  heir  in  tail 
to  the  firft  grantee,  and  having  fuffered  a  recovery,  fold  his  Intel  eit 
to  divers  perfons,  who  now  call  themfelves  proprietors,  &c.  Capt. 
Mafon  was  a  generous  adventurer  in  a  noble  deiign,  the  peopling  a 
new  country,  which  has  a  tendency  to  multiply  the  human,  race. 
Many  of  the  firft  adventurers  failed.  Thofe  who  came  after  law 
their  errors,  avoided  them,  and  fucceeded.  This  has  oaen  been  the 
cafe  with  other  great  undertakings.  The  firft  undcrwakcis  cug-t 
not  to  be  forgotten. 

*  ?  -  88  wc 
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A  t!  ?ve  ^  lC  m°ft  certain,  that  without  a  fair  compliance 
i  ^at  matter>  there  can  be  nothing  expected  but  a  total 
•  breach,  and  the  ftorms  of  difpleafure  that  may  be.5* 
'CHE  Quakers  alfo  renewed  their  complaints  againft  the 
rS9^,9nX*  che  dilire fs  of  the  colony  by  the  Indian  war, 
apong  other  fins,  which  were  the  caufe  of  it,  the  tolera¬ 
tion,  fhewn  to  Quakers  was  thought  to  be  one  ;  the  court 
therefore  made  a  law,  cc  That  every  perfon,  found  at  a 
Quaker’s  Meeting,  fhall  be  apprehended  ex  officio,  by 
the  conftable,  and,  by  warrant  from  a  magiiirate  or 
commiffioner,  fhall  be  committed  to  the  houfe  of  cor¬ 


es 


«c 


<( 


<c  rediion,  and  there  have  the  dilcipline  of  the  houfe  ap- 
plied  to  them,  and  be  kept  to  work,  with  bread  and 
water,  for  three  days,  and  then  releafed,  or  elfe  fhall 
pay  five  pounds  in  money,  as  a  fine  to  the  country,  for 
fuch  offence,  and  all  conftables  neglecting  their  duty,  in 
* c  faithfully  executing  this  order,  fhall  incur  the  penalty 
of  five  pounds,  upon  conviction,  one  third  whereof  to 
<6  the  informer.’®  I  know  of  nothing  which  can  be  urged, 
in  any  wife  tending  to  excufe  the  ieverity  of  this  law,  un- 
lefs  it  be  human  infirmity,  and  the  many  inftances  in 
IfiftOry  of  perfons,  of  every  religion,  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  indulgence  of  any  other  was  a  toleration  of  im¬ 
piety,  and  brought  down  the  judgments  of  heaven,  and 
therefore  juft ified  perfection  *.  This  law  loft  the  colony, 
many  friends. 


Several 


*  At  the  fame  time  that  thispunifhment  was  provided  for  quak  ers, 
other  provoking  evils  were  enumerated,  in  the  order  following,  viz. 

1.  Negleft  of  care  of  the  children  of  church  members.  A  reforma¬ 
tion  recommended  to  the  elders  and  brethren. 

2.  Pride,  in  mens  wearing  long  hair  like  womeas  hair,  others 
wearing  borders  of  hair,  and  cutting,  curling,  and  immodeft  laying 
out  their  hair,  principally  in  the  younger  fort.  Grandjurors  to  pre- 

I  fent,  and  the  court  to  punifh  all  offenders,  by  admonition,  fine,  or 
j  correction,  at  diferetion. 

3.  fixeefs  in  apparel,  firange  new  fa  fa  ions,  naked  brealts  and  arms, 

|  and  pinioned,  fuperfiuous  ribbands  on  hair  and  apparel.  The  court 
i  to  fine  offenders  at  cliferetion. 

'■  4-  Qi!  alters  meetings. 

5.  Prophanenef*r 
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Several  addreffes  were  made  to  the  King,  from  the  1679 
general  court,  whiift  the  agents  were  in  England,  and  the 
court  made  feveral  laws  to  remove  lome  of  the  exceptions 
which  were  taken  in  England,  particularly  an  to  punifh 
high  treafon  with  death  \  another,  requiring  all  perfons, 
above  16  years  of  age,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance*  on 
pain  of  fine  and  imprifonment ;  46  the  governor,  deputy 
■governor  and  magiftrates  having  firft  taken  the  lame, 
without  any  refervation,  in  the  words  fent  to  tnem  by  his 
Majefty ’s  orders  *.”  The  King’s  arms  were  ordered  to  be 


c.  Prophanenefs,  in  perfons  turningtheir  ba^ks  upon  tne  public 
worfhip  before  the  bleffing  is  pronounced.  Officers  of  churches  and 
feleftmen,  to  appoint  perfons  to  (hut  the  meetmg-noufe  doors,  or  to 

take  any  other  meet  way  to  attain  the  end.  .  r 

6.  Prophane  carfmg  or  fwearing.  '  If  any  perfon  heard  another 
curfe  or  fwear,  and  did  not  inform,  he  was  made  liable  to  the  fame 

penalty  with  the  prophane  perfon.  .  y  .r  ,  •*. , 

7.  Tipling-houfes.  Infpeftors  to  be  appointed,  and  if  they  did 

not  do  their  duty,  they  were  to  incur  the  penalty  of  the  law  againft 

Breach  of  the  fifth  commandments  All  inferiors  in  families 
abfent  at  night,  in  corrupt  company,  without  leave,  admonithed,  $nd 
fined,  not  exceeding  ios.  for  the  firft  offence,  whipped,  not  excee 

ing  five  ftripes,  for  all  after  oftences.  .  _  .  , 

9.  Idlenefs.  All  idle  perfons  to  be  taken  notice  of  by  the  con- 

ftable,  their  names  to  be  returned  to  the  feletfinen,  who  had  power, 
in  cafe  of  obftinacy,  to  fend  them  to  the  houfe  of  eorre&iom  *  „ 

10.  Oppreffion  in  (hopkeepers  and  merchants,  by  taking  too 
much  for  their  goods,  and  in  mechanicks,  who  required  too  much 
for  their  labour.  Every  perfon  who  had  been  oppreffed  in  this  way, 
might  apply  to  the  grand-jury,  or  to  the  county  court,  who  had 
power  to  caufe  the  offender  to  make  twofold  reltitution,  an  to  n^. 

at  diferetion.  .  \ 

11.  A  loofe  and  finful  cuftom  of  riding  from  town  to  town,  men  ; 

and  women  together,  under  pretence  of  going  to  lectures,  but,  re-  : 
ally,  to  drink  and  revel  in  taverns,  tendtng  to  debauchery  and  un- 
chaftity.  All  fingle  perfons,  being  offenders,  to  be  bound  to  then  ; 
good  hehavior,  with  fureties  in  20 1.  fine,  or  fuff-r  me  an.  ini 

Prpor^oft  of  tkfe  offences  I  have  not  feen  any  inftances  of  profe- 
cution.  Exceffive  penalties,  or  penalties  not  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence,  prevent  profecutions.  The  niultip  y»mg  avys’ 
fuch  penalties,  in  any  government,  tends  to  lefien  the  weight  and 

authority  of  the  penal  laws  in  general., 

*  MafT,  Records.  *  ’  '  - 
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caued  and  put  up  in  the  court-houfe.  But  it  was  a  more 
difficult  thing  to  conform  to  the  acts  of  trade.  They  ac- 
knowledge  in  their  letter  to  the  agents  they  had  not  done 

•  1 .V  apprehended  them  to  be  an  invafion  of  the 
cc  ^ghts,  lioerties,  and  properties  of  the  fubjefts  of  his 
^  Majefty  in  the  coiony,  they  not  being  reprefented  in 
parliament,  and  according  to  the  ulual  fayings  of  the 
learned  in  the  law,  the  laws  of  England  were  bounded 
within  the  four  feas,  and  did  not  reach  America  \  how¬ 
ever,  as  his  Majefty  had  fignified  his  pleafure  that  thofe 
afts  fhould  be  obferved  in  the  Maffachufets,  they  had 
made  provifion,  by  a  law  of  the  colony,  that  they 
u  mould  be  ftridtly  attended  from  time  to  time,  although  it 
greatly  dilcouraged  trade,  and  was  a  great  damage  to  his 
Majefty  s  plantation.3*  The  palling  this  law,  plainly 
ihews  the  wrong  fenfe  they  had  of  the  relation  they  flood  in 
to  England  *  The  people  of  Ireland,  about  the  fame 
time,  were  under  the  fame  miftake.  Perhaps  they  had 
not  greater  colour  for  an  exemption  from  Englilh  adls  of 
parliament,  than  a  colony  of  natural  born  fubjedts,  depart¬ 
ing  the  kingdom  with  the  leave  of  their  Prince.  Particu¬ 
lar  pei Tons  in  Ireland,  did  penance  for  advancing  and  ad¬ 
hering  to  thefe  principles.  The  whole  colony  of  the 
Maftachufets,  inhered  the  lofs  of  their  charter,  this  bein0. 
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**  1  his  court  neing  informed,  by  letters  received  this  day  from 
our  meflengers,  of  his  Majetty’s  expectation  that  the  a£ts  of  trade 
?■' ^  navigation  be  exactly  and  punctually  obferved  by  this 

1  '  r  s  c°J°ny,  his  pleafure  therein  not  having  been, 

befoie  now,  fignified  unto  us,  either  by  exprefs  from  his  Maietty. 
or  any  of  his  minifters  of  date  :  ’  *  J 

^ t  therefore  hereby  ordered,  and  by  the  authority  of  this  court 
enacted,  That  henceforth,  all  matters  of  fhips,  ketches,  or  other 
vefTels,  of  greater  or  letter  burthen,  arriving  in  or  failing  from 
any  of  the  ports  in  this  jurifdiCtion,  do,  without  coven  or  fraud, 
yield  faithful  and  conttant  obedience  unto,  and  obfervation  of,  all 
the  faid  aCts  of  navigation  and  trade,  on  penalty  of  fuffering 
inch  forfeitures,  lofs,  and  damage,  as  in  the  faid  aCts  are  particu¬ 
larly  expretted,  and  the  governor  and  council,  and  all  officers 
c(  mmiffioned  and  authorized  by  them,  are  hereby  ordered  and 
required  to  fee  to  the  ItriCt  obfervatiem  of  the  laid  aCtsf 


,, 
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one  great  article  of  charge  againft  it.  I  am  glad  I  have  t67? 
this  inftance  of  Ireland,  and  that  fo  fenfible  a  gentleman 
as  Mr.  Molineux,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Locke  engaged  m 
the  caufe ;  for  it  may  ferve  as  fome  excufe  for  our  ancef- 
tors  that  they  were  not  alone  in  their  miftaken  apprehen¬ 
ds  of  the  nature  of  their  fubjedion.  No  prejudice  can 
be  caufed,  by  this  miftake,  againft  their  poftenty 
They  have  indeed  as  high  notions  of  the  value  of 
En°-lilh  liberties  as  their  anceftors  had,  and,  as  a  Britifli- 
colony,  they  humbly  hope  for  all  that  tendernels  and  in 
dul-ence  from  a  Britilh  parliament  which  the  Homan 
Senate,  while  Rome  remained  free,  (hewed  to  Roman  co¬ 
lonies,  but  they  are  fenfible  that  they  are  colomfts,  and 
therefore  fubjeft  to  the  controul  of  the  parent  date. 

Mr.  Leveret  continued  governor,  by  annual  election. 

From  his  being  firft  chofen  in  1673,  until  his  death,  March 
1 6th  1678.  The  weighty  affairs  of  the  war,  and  the 
agency,  during  his  adminiftration,  conduced  with  pru¬ 
dence  and  ftcadinefs,  caufed  him  to  be  greatly  re.pec  ed  . 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Simon  Bradftreet  (May  1679)  who 
was  one  of  the  firft  affiftants,  and  had  continued  to  be  an¬ 
nually  chofen  an  affiftant  fifty  years  together,  being  about 
feventy-fix  years  of  age  when  he  firft  entered  upon  the 
office  of  governor.  A  few  months  before,  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Bradftreet  fucceeded  him  as 
deputy  governor.  Upon  Mr.  Bradftreet’s  being  chofen 
governor,  Thomas  Danforth  came  into  the  deputy  gover¬ 
nor’s  place,  and  they  were  continued  in  tnen  rdPe£t^ 
places,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  diffolution  of  the 

government, 

*  He  died  of  the  ftone.  His  only  fon  maintained  bin  ^  « J^eren  j 
character  His  erandfon,  John  Leveret,  after  fuftaimng,  in  the  civ  1 
order  feverS  honorable  pofts,  fpeaker  of  the  affembly,  jufhee  ot  the 
?;.S„V5s7.,  min.be,  o?,he  council,  one  of  the 
Ji  power  of  controlling  .he 

fcholar,  and  alfo  of  a  man  of  virtue  and  religion. 
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v  Va#  f  a  .  %  ^  a  , 

'  4  '  -t  .1.  .A  S.  1  v>  -  •  -‘  >  ■  S** 

aWdWyer  days  of  fafting- 

were  f£n eiifAr  h  7  t^ec°ur[:»  fome  by  the  whole  people, 
divine  b’effino/  iiPPOIlu5t‘  by  authority,  to  implore  the 
with  the  Kin»  i  e,r  endeavqurs  for  obtaining  favor 
-d  NovembS  -ter  privileges, 

the  bhnrrhpC  ;nM  \  678  ,was  ob*rved  as  a  fall:  by  all 

of  the  Ch ,  r rV  e  ?ree  ,C0,0nieS-  A  COL,ncil  Gr  fvnod 
venedhvp  r  thec?Io"y  of  Maffachufets,  being  eon- 

were  reLre^  ™  l6^’  thefe  ^oqudtions 

confederation  and  anfwer. 

the  I  ord  mh  ’  l—  ZX?  t‘ie  reaions  tbat  have  provoked 
Qubst  d  I  f  JUdgm?ntS  uP°n  New-England  ? 

fo  thofe  evils 

°Tea^anv?pi-veniUrK,t^e  ai’dlodty  of  the  colony  for  their 
c  eat  anxiety  on  this  occafion,  or  for  ufin°-  everv  nroner 

obtain  the  fmiles’  of  heavens well 

have  nn  ?  fovereign>  and  only  remark,  that  we 

h  ve  no  evidence  of  any  extraordinary  de^eneracv*  Ar 

England  1?imjcaI  fo  ci^1  and  religious  liberty,  New- 
5.  .  herefore,  WItbout  a  miraculous  interpofition 

vC  L,7rPea‘d  “  ftare  *'  jUdgme„?S:  ' 

than  either  o/X?wo'ki„gdom“  m“k'  ‘h'  t"'°in1uiri«"  ' 

tairitvofCZP,aint  °f  a°rge$  and  Mafon’  and  the  oncer-' 
SSof  n  h  7J  ’  m^rained  the  Seneral  court  from  any  ' 

Main  P  ho]d  Poffeffion  of  the  country  Eaft  ward  of 
Mam.  Lpon  the  exchange  of  Surinam  for  New  York 

that  country,  and  the  Hands  and  countries  contained  fn 
the  former  grant  to  the  P,,!^  nf  v~.  1  contained  in 

and  a  j  of  1  01k,  were  granted  anew, 

and  Major  Andros,  governor  under  the  Duke,  erected 

“  tio^intheir  Seals'  fhTd^oufee  T!^  Iken* 

“  of  God  feemed  10  follow  them  blE 

common  Ioffes  by  fca,  &c.”  The  feall'W-  '-h'  C!lfeafcs’  un~ 

travelling  about  the  world,  then  prevailed  Vh*  *  ^a  /S  aIvva7s 
with  French  t>  +  u  prevailed.  1  here  had  been  wars 

i  i  1  ‘  Cbiteh,  and  captures  bv  the  eneirtv  min-lif  it 
have  been  *  expected.  J  y  tn  n)  might  well 

•  a  foa 
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a  fort,  and  eftablifhed  a  cuftom-houfe  atPemaquicj,  part 
of  the  territory  between  Kenebeck  and  St.  Croix.  Whilft 
the  Dutch  were  in  poffeffion  of  New- York,  this  territory 
had  been  neglected,  and  the  inhabitants  being  without  any 
powers  of  government,  the  Maffachufets  (in  1672)  had 
fent  their  commiffioners,  who  appointed  and  held  courts, 
and  eftabliflied  civil  and  military  officers  from  Pemaquid 
to  Gorges,  the  fea-coaft  being  well  inhabited,  and  the  r 
fiffiery  in  a  flouriffing  ftate,  but  upon  the  Duke’s  taking 
poffeffion,  by  his  governor,  they  laid  afide  their  pretences 
ta  juriidiftion. 


325 

1679 


The  agents  were  detained  in  England  until  the  fall  of 
1679.  They  thought  themfelves  not  at  liberty  to  return, 
without  the  King’s  exprefs  leave.  The  popiffi  plot 
prevented  an  attention  to  plantation  affairs,  and  it  was 
thought  too  great  a  hardfhip  to  detain  them  any  longer. 
Upon  their  repeated  application  they  were  difmiffed,  and 
arrived  at  Bofton,  December  23d.  They  had  obtained 
nothing  but- time,  a  further  opportunity  for  the  colony 
to  comply  with  the  requifitbns  made  by  the  crown.  • 
Affurances  feem  to  have  been  given  by  the  agents  that 
other  perlons  Ihould  be  fent  over  to  fupply  their  places, 
and  although,  upon  their  return,  no  mark  of  dilapproba-  . 
tion  of  their  conduct  was  Ibewn  by  the  general  court,  but 
a  vote  paffed  thanking  them  for  their  pains,  yet  many 
were -diffatisfied,  efpecially  with  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  they 
thoughtto  have  been  too  compliant  *.  They  brought  with 
them  the  King’s  letter  of  July  24,  1679,  containing  th; 
following  requifitions. 

1.  Th  at  agents  be  fent  over  in  fix  months,  fully  in- 
ftrufted  to  anfwer  and  tranfadl  what  was  undetermined  at 
that  time.  ~ 

\  j-v  i  jr  .  t'-.A  * 

Mr.  Stoughton,  perhaps,  ever  had,  the  interell  of  his  country  at 
heart,  but.  in  th#  punuit  of  it  governed  himfelf  by  the  rules  which 
Cicero,  in  one  of  his  epifcles,  preferibes  for  a  wife  magiftrate, 

C£  Nunq^.uara  enim,  praeflaritibus  in  republica  gubernanda  viris, 
laudata  eft  in  ana  fententia  perpetua  permanfio  ;  fed  ut  in  navi- 
gando  tempeftati  obfequi  artis  eft;  etiamfi  portum  tenerenon  queas ; 
cum  vero  id  poffis  mutata  veliftcatjone  affequi,  liultum  ell  earn 
tenere,  cum  pericalo,  curfum,  quern  ceperis,  potius  quam,  eo  com- 
quo  velis  tandem  pervenire»”  Ad  Lint ul. 


2,  That 
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1 679  That  freedom  and  liberty  of confidence  be  given  t< 
/Tuch  perfons  as  defire  to  ferve  God  in  the  way  of  th 
{  church  of  England,  fo  as  not  to  be  thereby  made  ob 
'  noxious,  or  difcountenanced  from  their  fharing  in  the  go 
I  vernment,  much  lefs  that  they,  or  any  other  his  Majefty’ 
j  fubjects  (not  being  papifts)  who  do  not  agree  in  the  con 
1  gregational  way,  be  by  law  lubjeded  to  fines  or  for 
V  feitures,  or  other  incapacities. 

v  3.  That  no  other  diftinftion  be  obferved  in  making  0 
freemen,  than  that  they  be  men  of  competent  eftates 
rateable  at  ior.  according  to  the  rules  of  the  place,  ant 
that  fuch,  in  their  turns,  be  capable  of  the  magiftracy,  anc 
all  laws  made  void  that  obftrud  the  fame. 

'  >rk  ■*'  *  ’  *  I  1  •  .  *  >  '  ,  •"/  j  I  fl  1  ■  -k  1 

4.  That  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen  affiftants  b( 
henceforth  obferved,  as  by  charter  *. 

5.  That  ail  perfons  coming  to  any  privilege,  truf 
or  office,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

6.  That  all  military  commiffions,  as  well  as  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  juftice,  run  in  his  Majefty’s  name. 

7.  That  all  laws  repugnant  to,  and  inconfiftent  with, 
the  laws  of  England  for  trade,  be  abolifhed. 

8.  While  Mr.  Gorges’s  complaint  was  before  tht 
council,  the  agents,  without  his  Majefty’s  permiffion,  whe 
was  fome  time  in  treaty  for  the  fame,  bought  Mr.  Gorges’s 
interefl  in  the  province  of  Main,  for  1200I.  His  Majefty 
had  heard  of  Come  effects,  of  a  fevere  hand  upon  his  fub- 
je£ts  there,  and  therefore  required  an  affignment  of  the  faid 
province,  on  repayment  of  the  faid  1200I. 

9.  That,  as  for  that  part  of  New-Hampfhire  province 
three  miles  North  of  Merrimack  river,  granted  to  Mr. 

*  They  continued  to  limit  themfelves  to  eight  or  ten  affiftants.  At 
firlt,  as  has  been  obferved,  it  was  done  to  leave  room  for  perfons  of 
quality  expected  from  England.  Thofe  expectations  had  long 
ceafed.  In  a  popular  government,  and  where  the  magi  ft  rates  were 
annually  chofen,  increafmg  the  number  would  give  a  better  chance 
to  afpiring  men.  On  the  other  hand,  the  greater  the  number  of  af¬ 
fiftants  the  lefs  the  weight  of  the  houfe  of  deputies,  the  election  of 
all  officers  depending  upon  the  major  vote  of  the  whole  court.  This 
lad  reafon  might  caufe  the  deputies  to  refufe  their  confent  to  an  in- 
ereafe, 

Mafon, 


/ 
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Mafon,  the  government  whereof  remained  veiled  in  his  1679 
Majefty,  designing  to  fettle  the  fame  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  his  fubje&s  there,  the  Mafifachufets  recall  all  com- 
miffions  granted  by  them  for  governing  there. 

A  compliance  with  the  firft  of  thefe  inftruCtions  was 
delayed.  The  reafons  affigned  were,  the  danger  of  the 
feas  (Connecticut  agent  having  been  taken  by  the  Alge¬ 
rines)  and  the  heavy  debt  of  the  colony*,  which  made  it 
almoft  incapable  of  the  expence. 

As  to  the  fecond  and  third,  they  had  no  laws  to  reftrain 
the  inhabitants  from  chufing church  of  England  men  into 
the  magiftracy,  or  other  office,  that  law,  confining  the 
privilege  to  church  members,  being  long  fince  repealed, 
and  all  proteftants  of -ioj.  rateable  eftate  were  capable  of 
being  made  freemen. 

The  fourth,  they  complied  with  at  the  next  election, 
in  1680. 

And  alfo  with  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh,  in  manner 
as  has  been  mentioned. 

They  juftified  their  purchafe  of  the  province  of  Main, 
at  the  defire  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  favor  to  them  •,  and 
denied  their  having  ever  ufed  any  aCts  of  feverity,  and 
were  filent  as  to  the  re-conveying  it. 

The  9th  and  laft  they  had  complied  with,  as  we  have 
juft  mentioned. 

The  firft  commiffion  for  the  government  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  was  to  Mr.  Cutt,  as  prefident  of  the  province. 

The  following  letter  was  voted,  by  the  new  affCmbly, 
at  their  firft  meeting,  and  fent  to  the  governor  of  the 
Mafifachufets,  to  be  Communicated  to  the  alTembly  there. 

.♦*  Portsmouth,  in  the  province  of  New-Hamplhire, 

March  25th,  1680. 

“  Much  honored - - 

**  The  late  turn  of  Providence  made  amongft  us  by  the 

all-ordering  hand,  hath  given  occafion  for  thispreientap- 

plication,  wherein  we  cravejeave,as  we  are  in  duty  bound, 

**  firft  thankfully  to  acknowledge  your  great  care  of  us,  and 


*  Caufed  by  the  late  war, 


kindnefs 


/ 
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i6yg  *  kmdnefs  towards  us,  while  we  dwelt  under  your  fliadow 
owning  ourfelves  deeply  obliged,  that  you  were  pleafed 
upon  our  earned:  requeft  and  fupplication,  to  take  u 
“  undef  y°ur  government,  and  ruled  us  well,  while  we  fi 
remained,  fo  that  we  cannot  give  the  lead  countenanc< 
“  to  thofe  reflections  that  have  been  call  upon  you,  as  i 
you  had  dealt  injuriouOy  with  us.  Secondly,  that  nc 
“  diftatisfadtion  with  your  government,  but  merely  oui 
fubmiftion  to  div'ine  providence,  to  his  Majefty's  com 
fi  niands,  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance,  without  any  feeking 
“  of  our  own,  or  defires  of  change,  was  the  only  caufe  oi 
“  °lir  complying  with  that  prelent  reparation  from  you 
k‘  that  we  are  now  under,  but  Jliould  have  heartily  rejoiced, 
^  if  it  had  Teemed  good  to  the  Lord  and  his  Majefty  to 
“  ka  ve  fettled  us  in  the  fame  capacity  as  formerly.  Thirdly, 
and  withal  we  hold- ourfelves  boupd  to  fignify,  that  it  is 
“  our  molt  unfeigned  defire,  that  fuch  a  mutual  corref- 
*■*  pondence  betwixt  us  may  be  fettled,  as  may  tend  to  the 
“  glory  of  God,  the  honor  of  his  Majefty,  whole  fubjects 
we  all  are,  and  the  promoting  the  common  intereft, 
and  defence  againft  the  common  enemy,  that  thereby 
‘‘  our  hands  may  be  {Lengthened,  being  of  ourfelves 
“  vveak,  and  few  in  number,  and  that  if  there  be  opportu- 
“  nity  to  be  any  ways  ferviceable  unto  you,  we  may  (hew 
“  how  ready  we  are  thankfully  to  embrace  the  fame, 
“  Thus  wifhing  the  prefence  of  God  to  be  with  you  in 
ft  ad  adminiftrations,  and  craving  the  benefit  of  your 
“  prayers  and  endeavours  for  a  blefting  upon  the  heads 
‘‘  and  hearts  of  us  who  are  feparated  from  our  brethren, 
fi  we  fubicribe  John  Cutt,  Frefident,  at 

the  confcnt  of  the  council 
and  general  afiembly.”  1.  ^ 

Directed,  to  rise  honorable  governor  and  council  of  the 
Maftachufets-Bay,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general 
court  in  Bofton. 

This  letter  was  read  in  general  Court,  May  2 ad  1680, 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The 
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The  province  of  Main  continued  to  be  protected  by  i6Sof 
the  Maffachufets.  After  the  purchale  from  Gorges,  the 
major  part  of  the  court  were  of  opinion,  that  it  fhould  be 
rold  again  to  the  higheft  bidder,  towards  reirnburfing  the 
*xpence  of  defending  it,  which  they  computed  at  eight, 
thoufand  pounds,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  for  this, 
purpofe,  but  this  vote  was  reconfidered.  However,  there 
was  a  neceflity  of  a  different  adminiftration,  from  what 
there  had  been  formerly.  Whilft  the  province  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  included  in  the  bounds  of  the  Maffach.uftts 
charter,  the  towns  were  reprefented  in  the  general  court, 
and  it  was  to  all  intents  andpurpofesconfideredas  a  county, 
but  the  determination  of  1667  had  confined  the  Maffa- 
chufets  to  three  miles  north  or  north  eaft  of  Merrimack 
river.  The  colony  muft  confider  itfelf  therefore  in  the 
place  of  Gorges,  invefted  with  the  powers  granted  to  him 
by  charter  or  patent.  Accordingly,  they  appointed  their 
deputy  governor  Thomas  Danfortb,  president  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Main,  to  govern  under  the  MafTachufets,  the  lords 
proprietaries,  and  to  be  accountable  to  them,  and  thither  he 
repaired  towards  the  end  of  1679,  together  with  Mr. 
Nowell,  &c.  and  there  appointed  officers,  held  courts,  and 
made  provifion  for  adminiftring  government  in  the  form 
prefcribed  by  the  patent  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges*. 

Randolph  kept  a  continual  watch  upon  the  colony, 
and  went  divers  times  to  England  with  complaints,  and 
returned  with  frefh  orders  and  powers  In  1676,  he 
brought  over  the  complaint  ofMafon  and  Gorges.  In  1678, 

t 

Vi  v  t  .  <  .  v 

<*'  The  people  cf  the  province  of  Main  were  well  contented,  wHilfl 
they  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  MafTachufets  colony.  To  be¬ 
come  a  province  of  that  colony  was  difagreeable,  and  they  never 
cordially  Submitted.  Tkl^hough  the  Maflachufets  accounted  them- 
felves  a  free  hate,  yet  this  was  no  Tecurity  to  the  others  that  they 
fhould  be 
proprietor 
flail,  Nowell,  i 

Coop,  to  flill  the  people  at  Cafco-bay,  and  prevent  go\  cnior 
Andros’s  ufurpation.”  MS.  letter . 

f  In  a  reprefentation  of  his  fervices  to  the  committee  c>{  council, 
he  -fays "he  had  made  eight  voyages  to -N e\V - tthgland  ih'iifne  fear,. 


M. 


u.  r 


he 


2 
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1680  he  came  over  with  power  from  the  commiffioners  of  th 
cuitoms,  as  an  infpeftor  and  to  make  feizures  and  bring  in 
formations  for  breaches  of  the  afts  of  trade,  but  he  wa 
generally  if  not  always  condemned  in  cofts,  and  it  appear 
by  a  representation,  he  afterwards  made  to  the  commiffion 
ers,  that  he  had  been  a  great  fufferer.  He  brought  wit! 
him  alfo  a  commiffion  to  divers  perfons,  himfeFf  at  thi 
head  of  them,  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  the  governo 
faithfully  to  execute  the  oath  required  by  the  aft  of  trade* 
The  governor,  Mr.  Leveret,  did  not  take  the  oath  in  con 
Sequence  of  that  commiffion.  Randolph  was  in  Englanc 
again  in  1679-f  and  returned  the  latter  part  of  the  fame  year 

The  governor,  at  the  firft  feffion  after  the  receipt  o 
new  orders  from  the  King,  took  the  oath,  which  was  ad- 
miniftred  by  the  deputy  governor  in  open  court,  not  a: 
one  of  the  commiffioners.  Randolph  went  home  again, 
the  next  winter,  to  renew  his  complaints,  and  upon  his  re- 

1681  turn  to  Bofton,  in  1681,  brought  with  him  a  commiffior 
from  the  crown  for  collector  and  furveyor  and  Searcher  oi 
the  cuftoms  in  New-England  J.  He  laid  his  commiffion  be¬ 
fore  the  general  court  and  defired  he  might  be  aided  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  with  their  countenance  and  autho- 

_  *  Edward  Randolph,  Thomas  Savage,  William  Taylor,  Georpc 
Curwin  the  elder,  Thomas  Brattle,  Thomas  Deane,  James  Whet- 
comb,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Richards,  Humphrey  Warren, 
Thomas  Kellond,  John  Hubbard,  Humphrey  Davy,  and  Samuel 
Mofely,  together  with  the  members  of  the  council,  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  were  the  commiffioners. 

t  “  Mr*  Randolph  yet  waits  to  get  the  country  better  qualified 
for  his  reception.  By  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  Bofton,  iii 
the  weft,  who  was  fo  ingenuous  as  to  fend  the  very  original  to  us, 
we  perceive  great  things  are  upon  the  wheel,  relating  to  us,  in 
his  airy  fancy.  They  were  fuch  as  not  to  be  committed  to  paper, 
but  to  be  communicated  in  the  fafer  way  of  private  difcourfe.” 
Bulkley' s  letter  to  Bradford ,  1679. 

t  William  Dyre,  at  the  fame  time,  called  himfelf  furveyor  and 
fearcher-general.  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  office  of 
furveyor-general,  his  commiffion  extending  to  New-York,  but  the 
powers  and  duties  of  thele  offices  were  not  then  fully  fettled. 
Randolph  did  not  chufe  to  acknowledge  himfelf  Dyre’s  inferior,  or 
fubject  to  his  controul. 

7  ‘  rity, 
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rity,  but,  no  notice  being  taken  of  his  application,  he  fet  up  r68i 
an  advertifement  in  the  town-houfe,  to  acquaint  all  perfons 
concerned  that  an  office  was  created,  &c.  This,  he  faid, 
was  taken  down  by  the  marffial,  by  order  of  the  general 
court  or  fome  of  the  members,  he  therefore,  in  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  demands  the  final  refolution  of  the  court, 
whether  they  will  admit  the  faid  patent  to  be  in  force  or 
not,  that  he  might  know  how  to  govern  himfelf.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  refolution  of  the  court  herein.  During 
thefe  diftrefles  of  the  colony  there  were  two  parties  fubfift- 
ing  in  the  government,  both  of  them  agreed  in  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  charter  privileges,  but  differing  in  opinion 
upon  the  extent  of  them,  and  upon  the  proper  mealures 
to  prelerve  them.  The  governor,  Mr.  Bradifreet,  was  at 
the  head  of  the  moderate  party.  Randolph,  in  all  his 
letters,  takes  notice  of  it.  The  governor’s  ion  in  a  letter 
from  New-London,  April  168 1,  writes,  cc  As  to  what  you 
44  fay  about  the  change  fome  people  expedt  this  election,  fo 
<c  far  as  it  concerns  yourfelf  it  may  be  an  advantage.  Better 
*c  the  ruin,  if  it  muft  be  fo,  under  other  hands  than  yours. 

44  Time  will  make  it  appear  who  have  been  the  raithful 
44  and  wife  confervators  of  New-En gland’s  liberties,  and 
44  that  the  adored  faviours  of  our  interefts,  many  of  them, 

44  have  confulted  very  ill  the  intereft  efpoufed  by  them.’* 

Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  William  Brown  of  Sa¬ 
lem,  thefe  fell  in  with  the  governor.  The  deputy  governor, 

Mr.  Danforth,  was  at  the  head  of  the  other  party,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  members  of  the  court  with  him  were  Major  Gookins 
of  Cambridge,  Peter  Tilton  of  Hadley,  Elifha  Cooke  and 
Eliffia  Hutchinfon  of  Bottom  This  party  oppofed  the 
Tending  over  agents,  the  fubmitting  to  acts  of  trade,  &c. 
and  were  for  adhering  to  their  charter  according  to  tneir 
conftruction  of  it,  and  leaving  the  event.  Gookins,  be¬ 
ing  aged,  defired  a  paper  he  drew  up  as  his  dying  teibmony 
might  be  lodged  with  the  court,  containing  the  reafons 
of  his  opinion.  He  was  a  very  zealous  but  an  upright 
man,  and  adled  from  principle.  He  feems  to  have 

been  the  only  magiftrate  who  a  tew  years  before  oppofed 

the 


D.1.  •WM" 
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s^8i  the  people  in  their  rage  again  ft  the  Indians,  friends  and 
enemies  without  diftindtion,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  the 
reproaches  of  his  brethren  in  the  magiftracy  upon  the 
bench,  as  well  as  to  hootiftgs  and  ofFenftve  Jan^uao'e  from 
t  e  populace  as  he  palTed  the  ftreets.  Tilton  was  one  of 
the  moft  rigid,  and  was  concerned  in  a  paper,  publifhed 
about  that  time,  reprefenting  the  great  apoftafy  both  of 
rrsagiftrates  and  miniffers. 

In  i  680 f  a  letter  had  been  received  under  theKing’s  fign 
manual,  charging  the  colony  with  negledtmg  to  fiend  over 
other  agents  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  had  obtained  leave 
to  return,  and  requiring  that  they  be  fent  in  three  months 
al  ter  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and  that  they  come  prepared 
to  anlwer  the  claim  which  Mafon  had  made  to  the  lands 
between  Naurnkeag  and  Merrimack.  Immediately  upon 

the 

f  Lord  Culpeper  governor  of  Virginia  came  to  Eollon  tlie  24th 
or  Auguft  this  year,  in  his  return  to  England. 

It  appears  by  the  records  that  the  Hon.  George  Ruffell  (I  fuppofe 
a  younger  brother  to  the  celebrated  Lord  Ruffe!!)  was  in  New- 
'ngland  in  1680,  and  prefented  with  the  freedom  of  the  colony. 

i.  Richard  Saltonftall,  foil  o!  Sir  Richard,  returned  this  year  after 
many  years  abfence,  and  was  again  chofen  firft  affiftant,  and  fo 
the  two  jucceeding  years.  He  went  back  to  England,  before 
1683,  and  died  at  Hulme  April  29th  1694.  MS.  letter.  He  left 
an  eftate  in  Yorkflure.  Mr.  Saltonftall  was  related  to  Mr.  Hamden, 
w/10  like  his  anceftors  was  a  true  friend  to  New-England.  In  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Saltonftall’s  daughter,  dated  May  169a,  I  find 
t  -io  uttie  piece  of  Englilh  hiftory,  “  The  court  is  altered  as  well 

as  otner  places,  Mr.  H - n  was  to  wait  on  mafter,  and  all  looked 

very  fmooth.  He  alked  him  concerning  the  report  he  heard, 

(t  is  was  a  fecond  time,  not  that  mentioned  in  my  other  letter) 

.e  laid  no,  no,  there  was  nothing  in  it,  he  did  not  intend  to  re¬ 
move  him.  He  kilfed  hands,  and,  that  night,  a  new  commiffion 
was  granted  to  a  young  perfon  under  30  years  of  age,  who  the/ 
my  mull  go  before  all  the  grave  judges.  His  virtues  may  be  wrote 
in  a  little  room,  but  not  his  vices.  A  few  days  after,  the  arch- 
bifhop  was  fent  to  tell  him  how  well  he  was  elleeined,  but  he 
g-rowing  into  years  might  like  his  eafe.  If  he  would  be  Lord  or 
Earl,  he  Ihould  be  either,  or  have  any  penfion.  To  the  firll  he 
anfwered,  that  he  v/ould  die  a  country  gentleman  of  an  ancient 
family,  as  his  was,  and  iionor  enough  for  him.  For  the  fecond, 

he 
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the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  court  chofe  two  agents,  Mr.168^ 
Stoughton  and  Mr.  Nowell,  and  inftruffions  were  drawn 
up,  but  both  of  them  peremptorily  refufed  to  engage  in 
the  affair ;  Mr.  Stoughton,  notwithftanding  the  exceptions 
fome  had  taken  to  his  former  conduct,  being  ftrongly  urged 
to  it.  As  for  Maforfs  claim,  it  was  looked  upon  as  ground- 
lefs  and  extravagant,  and  the  court  gave  themfelves  but 
little  concern  about  it  further  than  to  obferve,  that  if  he 
had  any  pretence  to  the  lands,  his  title  would  be  fairly 
tried  upon  the  fpot,  where  by  law  and  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  and  folicitor  general  in  1677,  it 
ought  to  be  tried.  After  this,  Randolph  *  brought  to 
Bolton  the  King’s  letter  of  Odtober  the  21ft  1681,  -f 
complaining  “  that  the  colle6tor  had  not  been  able  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  office  to  any  effect,  that  attachments  had  been 
brought  againft  him  and  his  officers  for  doing  their 
duty,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  depofit  money 
before  he  could  bring  an  adtion  againft  offenders,  that 

he  laid,  he  Ihould  not  take  the  King’s  money,  and  the  King’s 
fervants  want  bread  ;  he  always  fpake  againft  giving  penfions  to 
others,  and  at  fuch  a  time  as  this  it  was  a  great  oppreftion. 
While  he  had  a  roll  and  can  of  beer  he  would  not  take  the  King’s 
money.  It  is  wondered  at  by  many,  confidering  how  ufeful  he 
was  in  the  year  88  and  following — but  enough  of  this.” 

I  hope  the  friendfhip  lhewn  by  the  family  of  Hamden  to  New- 
England  will  excufe  my  inferring  this  anecdote,  although  it  has 
no  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  colony, 

*  In  April  1681,  Randolph  fet  up  a  p rote ft  on  the  exchange 
in  Bofton,  againft  the  a6ts  of  the  court. 

fJ(  As  for  the  large  and  particular  account  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
“  me  of  the  concerns  of  the  country  in  general,  your’s  was  lent 
“  hither  to  me  to  my  houfe  here,  by  Mr.  Randolph,  where  I  have 
<c  been  for  fome  weeks,  and  do  intend  to  ftay  fome  weeks  longer, 

<£  fo  that  I  doubt  Mr.Randolph,  by  whom  I  lend  this,  will  be  gone 
<£  e’er  I  come  to  London,  but,  when  I  fhall  be  there,  I  fhall  eft- 
<c  deavour  to  inform  myfelf,  the  beft  I  can,  how  matters  do  ft  an  d 
“  as  to  your  colony,  and  fhall  do  them  the  beft  fervice  and  friendly 
<c  offices  I  can,  and  it  will  be  very  well  and  advifeable,  that,  upon 
cc  Mr.  Pvandolph’s  arrival,  matters  relating  to  trade  be  io  fettled, 

“  as  that  there  be  no  further  juft  complaints  upon  that  account.” 

Sir  George  'Downing's  Utter  to  Governor  Brcidjlveety  E  yJU h d d / cy ,  bept . 

28.  1681. 

Y  appeals, 


j 
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*n  relating  to  the  revenue,  had  been  re 

Hn.-d,  and  that  they  had  feized  into  their  hands  the  moiet 
or  forfeitures  belonging  to  his  Majefty  by  law.”  It  w; 
t  etefore  lequired,  “  that  fit  perfons  be  fentover,  withoi 
delay,  to  anfwer  thefe  complaints,  with  powers  to  fubmi 
to  luch  regulations  of  government  as  his  Majefty  fhoul. 
think  fit,  that  reftitution  be  made  of  all  monies  levie< 
from  the  officers,  that  they  be  encouraged  in  putting  th 
acts  of  trade  in  execution,  without  charge,  as  inEngtand 
that  an  account  be  given  of  forfeitures  received,  and  tha 
appeals  be  allowed.”  The  court  denied  the  charge,  and  faic 
in  their  anfwer,  “  that  Mr.  Randolph  was  acknowledgec 
collector,  and  his  commiffion  enrolled,  that  no  fuits  hac 
been  countenanced  againft  any  officers,  except  where  th< 
fubjedt  had  been  unjuftly  vexed,  that  they  knew  of  nc 
forfeitures,  except  a  fine  upon  a  mafler  of  a  (hip  for  abufins 
the  government,  that  they  would  encourage  his  officers^ 
and  require  no  depofit  for  the  future  •,  but  as  to  admitting 
appeals,  they  hoped  it  would  be  further  eonfidered.” 
However,  the  fending  over  agents  could  be  no  longer 
delayed.  At  a  court  called  in  Feb.  1681,  when  his  Ma- 
jc  fly’s  letter  by  Randolph  was  read,  they  determined  to 
come  to  the  choice  of  agents.  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr. 
Dudley  were  chofen,  the  court  being  much  divided. 
Mr.  tough  ton  again  utterly  refufed,  and  Mr.  Richards* 
\  as  cuoien  in  his  (lead.  TL  he  defign  of  taking  away  the 
charter  became  every  day  nio  e  and  more  evident.  Agents 
im powered  to  iubmit  to  regulations  of  government,  were, 
iii  other  wo’  ds,  agents  impowered  to  furrender  their  charter. 
However,  the  general  court  would  have  been  glad  to  put 
a  more  favorable  conftruftion  upon  it,  it  being  inconfiftent 
with  his  Majefty’s  repeated  declarations,  and  therefore 
they  direded  their  agents  not  to  do,  or  confent  to  any  thing 
that  fhould  violate  or  infringe  the  liberties  and  privileges 
granted  by  charter,  or  the  government  eftablifhed  thereby. 
A  new  matter  of  charge  had  been  brought  againft  them 


*  Mr.  Richards 
of  the  a  filial  it 


was  a  wealthy  merchant,  of  a  fair  chara&er,  and 

A. 


in 
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in  England,  viz.  the  coining  money.  This  they  excufed,!  bSi 
“  it  having  began  in  the  times  of  the  late  confufions,  to 
prevent  frauds  in  the  pieces  of  eight  current  among  them; 
and  it  they  had  trefpaffed  upon  his  Majefty ’s  prerogative, 
it  was  through  ignorance,  and  they  humbly  begged  his 
pardon.”  The  other  points  of  exception  were  anfwered 
as  before  mentioned.  The  agents  failed  May  31ft.  A 
public  faft  was  appointed  to  be  obferved  June  2  2d,  through 
the  colony,  to  pray  for  the  prefervation  of  their  charter 
and  fuccefs  to  the  agency.  Randolph  was  in  England 
not  long  after  them,  ready  to  difclofe  every  thing  the 
agents  defired  to  conceal.  The  governor  had  defired 
him  to  do  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colony.  He 
promifed,  in  his  anfwer,  that  if  they  would  make  a  lull  fub- 
mihion  to  his  Majefty,  he  would  endeavour  to  procure  his 
Majefty’s  royal  pardon,  and  the  continuance  of  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  fo  far  as  that  they  fhould  have  liberty  of  cbnfcien.ce 
and  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  that  no  money 
fhouid  be  railed  without  the  confent  of  the  people  :  for 
other  matters,  their  agents  were  mod  proper  to  fo  licit*. 

The  agents,  in  their  firft  letters  to  the  general  court,  ac¬ 
quainted  them,  that  his  Majefty  was  greatly  provoked 
by  their  fo  long  neglecting  to  fend  agents,  and  they  de¬ 
fired  the  court  to  confider  whether.it  was  be  ft  to  hazard  all* 
rather  than  fatisfy  his  Majefty  as  to  the  mode  of  fubmiftlori 
to  the  laws  for  regulating  trade,  (ince  they  ferioufty  in¬ 
tended  to  fubmit  to  the  fubftance.55  They  had  not  then  beeri 
heard  before  the  council,  but  foon  after,  upon  prefentihg 
the  court's  addrefs,  they  were  commanded  to  fhew  theif 
powers  and  all  their  inftrudlions,  not  publicly;  but  to  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  fecrerary  of  ftate,  and  it  appearing,  upbii 
perufal,  that  they  did  not  contain  fuch  powers  a$  had  bfccri 


<r  ,•••«•>**  y  ■  ,  ...  * 

*  In  Feb.  *68j,  Randolph  exhibited  to  the  Lords  cf  the  council 
articles  of  high  mifdeme.;nor  agairift  a  faction  of  the,  general  court 
fitting  in  Bcllon,  vis:,  Thomas  Pan  forth,  Daniel  Gookin,  Nathaniel 
Saltonftall,  Samuel  Nowell,  Richards,  Davy,  Gedney,  and  Applet  on; 
magiflrat.es,  and  Fiflier,  Cooke,  Brattle,  Stoddard,  Bat  hunk  Hat- 
horn,  Wait;  johnfon,  Hutchinfon,  Sprague,  Cakes,  Holbrook, 
Ctjfhins.  Hammond*  and  Pike,  deputies.  ,  . 

.  T  i  f^uirfcdj 


x682required,  they  were  informed  by  Lord  Radnor,  that  th( 
council,  nem.  con.  had  agreed  to  report  to  his  Majefty 
that  unlefs  the  agents  fpeedily  obtained  fuch  powers  as 
might  make  them  capable  to  latisfy  in  all  points,  a  quc 
warranto  ftiould  proceed.  The  agents  reprefented  th( 
cafe  of  the  colony  as  defperate,  and  left  it  to  the-  couri 
to  determine  whether  it  was  moft  advifeable  to  fubmit  tc 
his  Majefty ’s  pleafure,  or  to  fuffer  a  quo  warranto  tc 
iflue.  Many  "cities  had  fubmitted.  Bermudas  *  in  the 
plantations,  '  and  the  city  of  London  had  refufed,  and 
quo  warranjtoYhad  gone  out,  the  determination  of  which 
might  enable  the  Maflachufets  to  judge  what  would  be 
prudent  for  them  to  do.f 

*  Bermudas  was  the  fecond  colony,  for  many  years  fcarce  de- 
ferving  the  name,  Virginia  being  the  fir#.  The  charter  bears  date 
the  “29th  June  in  the  13th  year  of  King  James  1614,  by  the  name 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  the  Somer  Iflands.”  This  charter  never  was  removed  to  the 
colony  as  that  of  the  Maflachufets  had  been.  The  company  conti¬ 
nued  to  meet  as  a  propriety  in  London.  A  governor  deputed  by 
the  company,  with  a  council  and  aflembly,  exercifed  fome  degree 
of  legiflative  power  in  the  iflands,  but  the  governor  and  company- 
in  London  had  the  power  of  making  laws  not  repugnant,  &c. 
In  1663  a  law  was  made  by  the  company  that  every  veflel,  above  five 
tons,  built  in  the  iiland  without  exprefs  leave  of  the  company  fir# 
had  and  obtained,  fhould  be  forfeited  and  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the 
company.  The  inhabitants  made  complaint  of  great  oppreffion,  and 
prayed  for  a  diffolution  of  their  charter,  that  a  governor  might  be 
appointed  by  the  crown  and  the  fubjefts  governed  as  they  were  in 
Virginia  and  Barbados.  7 rue  relation  of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
So  pier  iflands  company ,  &x.  1678, 

f  Randolph  was  inceffant.  June  14th  1682  he  writes  to  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  “  His  Maje#y’s  quo  warranto  again#  their  charter 
“  and  fending  for  Thomas  Danforth  and  for  Samuel  Nowell,  a 
late  fanatick  preacher  and  now  a  rnagiftrate,  and  Daniel  Fifher 
“  Elifha  Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the  articles  of 
“  high  mifdcmeanors,  I  have  now  exhibited  again#  them  in  my 
“  papers  fent  Mr.  Blaithwait,  will  make  the  whole  faction  tremble. 
“  if  the  party  were  confiderable  enough  to  revolt  upon  his  Ma- 
44  jefty’s  refolution  to  fettle  the  plantation,  their  fir#  work  would 
*(  be  to  call  me  to  account  for  endeavouring  openly  the  alteration 
“  of  their  con#itution,  which  by  their  law  is  death.” 
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Upon  receipt  of  thefe  advices,  it  was  made  a  queftion,i632 
not  in  the  general  court  only,  but  amortgft  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  whether  to  furrender  or  not.  The  opinions  of 
many  of  the  minifters,  and  their  arguments  in  fupport  of 
them,  were  given  in  writing,  and,  in  general,  it  was 
thought  better  to  die  by  the  hands  of  others,  than  by 
their  ownj.  An  addrefs  was  agreed  upon  by  the  general 
court,  another  was  prepared  and  fent  through  the  colony 
to  be  figned  by  the  feveral  inhabitants,  which  the  agents 
were  to  prefent  or  not,  as  they  thought  proper,  and  they 
were  inftru&ed  to  deliver  up  the  deeds  for  the  province 
of  Main,  if  required,  and  it  would  tend  to  preferve  their 
charter,  otherwife  not*  and  they  were  to  make  no  con- 
ceffions  of  any  privileges  conferred  upon  the  colony  by 
the  charter. 

Cranfield,  governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  being  oni  683 
a  vifit  at  Bofton,  advifed  to  the  agents  waiting  upon  Lord 
Hide,  and  tendering  him  an  acknowlegement  of  2000 
guineas  for  his  Majefty’s  private  lervice,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  promifed  to  reprefent  the  colony  in  a  favorable  light. 

The  court  agreed  to  the  propofal,  and  fhcwed  him  the 
letter  they  wrote  to  the  agents  thereupon,  but  he,  infa- 
moufly,  reprefentea  the  colony  as  rogues  and  rebels,  and 
made  his  game  of  them  for  makiftgTuch  an  offer,  and  the 
agents  complained  of  their  being  ridiculed  for  the  fham  put 
upon  the  country.'*  Upon  the  agents  receiving  this  final 
refolution  of  the  court,  their  bufinefs.was  at  an  end. 

It  was  immediately  determined  a  quo  warranto  fhould  go 
againft  the  charter,  and  that  Randolph  fhould  be  the 
melfenger  of  death.  The  agents  arrived  at  Bofton  the 
23d  of  October  1683,  anc^  c^le  fame  week  Randolph  ar- 

X  The  clergy  turned  the  fcale  for  the  lad  time.  The  balance 
which  they  had  held  from  the  beginning  they  were  allowed  to  re¬ 
tain  no  longer. 

O 

*  “  Truly  Sir  if  you  was  here  to  fee  how  we  are  ridiculed  by 
our  bed  friends  at  court  for  the  fham  Cranfield  hath  put  upon  you, 
it  would  grieve  you.  I  will  affure  you,  whatever  letters  he  hath 
fhewn  you,  his  Majedy  lad  night  told  my  friend  that  he  had  re- 
prefented  us  as  difloyal  rogues.”  Dudley  to  Bradftreet,  Feb .  1682. 

Y  3  rived 
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f  with  the  quo  warranto,  and  a  declaration  from  th 
that  if  the  colony,  before  profecution,  would  mak 
full  iubmiftion  and  entire  refignation  to  his  pleafure,  h 
would  regulate  their  charter  for  his  fervice  and  their  good 
and  with  no  further  alterations  than  fhould  be  neceffar 
for  the  iiipport  of  his  government  there.  Two  hundre( 
copies  of  the  proceedings  againfc  the  charter  of  Londor 
were  fent  at  the  fame  time,  by  advice  of  the  privy  council 
to  be  difperfed  through  the  province.  The  governor  anc 
major  part  of  the  afliftants,  defpairing  of  any  fuccefs  fron 
«  defence,  paHed  the  following  vote  :  1  he  magidratei 

have  voted,  that  an  humble  acldrefs  be  fent  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  by  this  fntp,  declaring  that,  upon  a  lerious  con 
fi  deration  of  his  Majefiy’s  gracious  intimations,  in  hi* 
former  letters,  and  more  particularly  in  his  late. d&clara- 
1 1 o n ,  that  his  pleafure  and  purpofe  is  only  to  regulate 
our  cnarter,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fliall  be  for  his  lervice 
and  tne  good  of  this  his  colony,  and  without  any  other 
alteration  than  what  is  neceflfary  for  the  fupport  of  his 
government  here,  we  will  not  prefume  to  contend  with 
his  Majefty  in  a  courie  of  law,  but  humbly  lay  ourfelves 
ac  his  Majeily’s  feet,  in  a  fubmiffion-  to  his  pleafure  fo 
declared,  and  that  we  have  refolved,  by  the  next  oppor- 
tunity,  to  fend  our  agents,  impowered  to  receive  his 
Majefty’s  commands  accordingly.  And,  for  laying  a 
default  for  non-appearance  upon  the  return  of  the  writ 
of  quo  warranto,  that  home  meet  perfpn  or  per  fans  be 
appointed  and  impowered^  by  letter  of  attorney,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  make  defence,  until  our  agents  may  make  their 
appearance  and  iubmiflion,  as  above.  The  magiftrates 
have  palled  this  with  reference  to  the  confent  of  their 
brethren  the  deputies  hereto.  Edward  Rawson, 
15th  Nov,  1683.  Secretary.’^ 

f  The  next  day  after  Randolph  arrived,  a  terrible  fire  happened 
In  B often,  in  the  richefi  part  of  the  town.  Some  of  the  people,  in 
the  r  rage  and  palonfy,  fuppofed  the  town  to  be  fet  on  fir e  bv  his 
procurement.  1  find  flip  irTnuated  in  an  interleaved  almanack, 
and  other  mamii'criots. 
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This  lay  in  the  houfe,  under  confideration,  a  fortnight,  1683 
and  was  then  pafled  upon  as  follows : 

“  Nov.  30,  1683.  The  deputies  confent  not,  but 
“  adhere  to  their  former  bills.  Wm.  Torrey,  Cler.3* 

Had  this  been  made  an  ad  of  the  general  court,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  confequent  ad  mini  fixation  of  govern* 
ment  would  have  been  lefs  arbitrary  than  it  was,  upon  the 
judgment  againft  the  charter*,  but,  upon  the  revolution, 
they  might  have  reaffumed  their  charter,  as  Rhode-Hand* 
and  Connedicut  did  their  refpedive  charters,  there  having 
been  no  judgment  againft  thenrf* . 

A  letter  of  attorney  was  fent  to  Mr.  Humphrys,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  anfwer  for  the  province.  Addrefles  were  fent, 
one  after  another,  but  to  no  purpofe.  In  September,  a 
fcire  facias  was  received  by  Mr.  Dudley  and  communicated 
to  the  governor,  who  called  a  fpecial  court.  The  time  for 
their  appearance  at  Weftminftcr  was  paft  before  it  was  re- 

'  •  V  C*  •  4 

*  Rhode  Hand  imde  a  full  furrender  of  their  charter  as  appears 
by  the  following  advertifement  in  the  London  gazette,  Windfor 
Sept.  13,  1684.  “  His  Majefty  has  gracioufly  received  the  addrefs 
<<  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  lfland  and  Providence  plantations  in  New- 
“  England,  humbly  reprefenting,  that  upon  the  iignification  of  a> 
ii  writ  of  quo  warranto  againft  tneir  charter,  they  had  relolved  in 
(<  a  general  aftembly  not  to  ftand  lu.it  with  his  Majefty,  hut  wholly 
<<  to  fubmit  to  his  royal  pleafure  themfelves  and  their  charter, 

«  whereof  his  Majefty  has  thought  fit  to  accept  the  furrender.” 

The  order  in  council  to  the  attorney  general  to  bring  writs  of  quo 
warranto  againft  Connecticut  and  Rnode  Illand  was  dated  July  13? 

1685. 

Connecticut  had  the  offer  of  being  annexed  to  Maflachufets  or 
New  York.  They  prayed  the  continuance  of  their  privileges,  but 
if  they  muft  lofe  their  charter  they  chofe  to  be  annexed  to  Mafia- 
chufets.  This  was  conftrued  a  furrender. 

f  However  agreeable  to  law  this  diftin&ion  might  be,  yet  equity- 
does  not  feem  to  favour  it.  The  charter  of  London  was  adjudged 
forfeited  upon  a  long  argument  of  the  greateft  lawyers  in  the  nation. 
The  Maffachufets  was  decreed  forfeited  upon  default  of  appearance. 
Not  only  the  charter  of  London  but  all  tne  charters  in  the  Kang  5 
dominions  I  fuppofe  (uijefs  Bermudas  is  an  exception)  whether  fur- 
rendered  or  whether  there  had  been  judgment  agamft  them,  wera 
re^affumed  except  that  of  the  Maffachufets.  .  , 
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ceived  m  B°{l°n.J  No  other  anfwer,  than  another  hum¬ 
ble  addrefs,  was  attempted.  The  cafe  was  defperate,  and 
judgment  was  entered  up,  copy  of  which  was  received 
by  Mr.  Rawfon,  July  ad  1685. 

,0  ?«<>«  any  new  government  was  fettled,  K.  Charles 

i684died.  Mr.  Blsithwait  wrote  to  the  governor*,  and  re¬ 
commended  the  proclaiming  K.  James,  without  delay. 

.  h‘s  ™as  done>  w'th  great  ceremony,  in  the  high  ftreet 
in  Bofton  (April  20th.)  ? 

There  were  all  the  fypmtoms,  notwithftanding,  of  an 
expiring  conftitution.  Several  of  the  towns. negleded  to 

£  |  The  Proceed*ngs  were  in  this  form  and  order. 

,  An  “  }’/e  faCI,as>  direaed  to  the  (heriff  of  Middlefex,  bore  tell 
loth  Ap.  36  Car.  2d.  whereon  a  nichil  returned. 

Trin.  36  Car.  2d.  an  ah  fcir.  fac.  dire&ed  to  the  fame  fherifF,  re¬ 
turned  2d  June  1683,  whereon  another  nichill  returned. 

^  ^ar*  2<^*  agent  for  the  company  moved  by  his 
council  for  time,  to  fend  to  New-England  for  a  letter  of  attorney 
under>  the  corporation  feal,  to  appear  and  plead  to  thofe  foire 
taaas  s,  until  Michaelmas  term  then  next,  when  the  court  ordered 
Mr.  Attorney  /hould  be  attended  therein,  to  fhew  caufe  the  laft  day 
of  tn at  term  why  the  defendants  Ihould  not  have  time  to  appear'. 
Mr.  Attorney  moved  again  ft  that  order,  and  had  it  in  fome  part 

Jet  all de*  but  waved  it,  and  on  hearing  council  of  both  Tides  it  was 
ordered.  *  > 

1  8th  June  84,  That  judgment  be  entered  up  for  his  Majefty  as 
ot  this  term,  but  xi  defendants  appear  firft  day  of  next  term  and  plead 
to  ihu.e,  fo  as  to  take  notice  of  a  trial  to  be  had  the  fame  term,  then 
the  mid  judgment  by  Mr.  Attorney’s  confent  to  be  fet  afide,  other- 
wife  the  fame  to  (land  recorded. 

On  the  find  day  of  Michaelmas  term  following,  the  company’s 
agent  retained  counfel  to  move,  and  brought  feveral  merchants  to 
1  111  Clltnt  of  chancery,  that  in  the  time  given  it  was  impof- 

ii Die  to  have  a  letter  of  attorney  returned  from  New-England,  fo, 
as  they  had  not  given  time  long  enough  to  perform  a  matter,  it  was, 
in  effect,  giving  no  time  at  all ;  for  a  time  not  fufficient  was  equally 
fatal  to  no  time  ofven.  7 

o 

t  10  which  the  then  Lord  Keeper  replied,  that  no  time  ought  at 
all  to  have  been  given,  in  regard  that  all  corporations  ought  to  have 
attorneys  in  court  at  all  times  to  appear  for  them  upon  all  occafions. 
And  fo  fet  afide  the  order  for  time  to  appear  and  plead,  and  judgment 
was  entred  as  in  the  copy. 

*  He  faid  he  did  not  write  as  to  a  government  the  charter  being 

vacated. 
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fend  their  deputies  in  the  year  1684.  Little  bufinefs  wa$i684  ' 
done  at  the  court.  The  people,  indeed,  (hewed  feme  re- 
fentment  againft  the  magiftrates,  who  had  been  forward 
for  furrendering.  Mr.  Dudley,  Richards  and  Brown 
were  dropped,  Cooke,  Johnfon  and  Hutchinfon  chofe  in 
their  (lead.  Mr.  Bradftreet,  the  governor*,  Mr.  Stoughton, 
Bulkeley,  Saltonftall  and  Gidney  had  fewer  votes  than 
ufual.  There  feems  to  have  been  as  much  indifference  in 
the  legiflature  about  public  affairs  in  1685,  expe£tingi685 
every  day  to  be  fuperfeded. 

The  election  for  1686  was  the  12th  of  May.  Mr.x686 
Dudley  being  left  out,  Mr.  Stoughton,  from  complaifance 
to  him,  refufed  to  ferve. E 

The  15th,  the  Rofe  frigate  arrived  from  England,  with 
a  commiflion  to  Mr.  Dudley^,  as  prefident,  and  divers 
others,  gentlemen  of  the  council,  to  take  upon  them  the 

adrniniftration 

*  The  governor  had  690  votes,  Dan  forth  had  631  for  governor. 

MS. 

f  One  Jofeph  Redknap  died  at  Bolton  at  the  age  of  no.  He 
came  over  at  60,  had  been  a  wine  cooper  in  London. 

+  Mr.  Dudley,  when  he  found  he  could  do  his  country  no  fervice 
in  his  agency,  that  he  might  not  wholly  lofe  his  labour,  took 
meafures  to  ferve  himfelf,  and  had  recommended  himfelf  to  the 
court  when  he  was  in  London.  After  his  return  he  kept  up  a 
friendly  correfpondence  \vith  Randolph,  who  warmly  efpoufed 
his  intereft,  and  writes,  July  1 8th,  84,  to  Col.  Shrimpton-v “  No 
“  better  news  could  have  come  to  "me,  than  to  hear  Mr.  Dudley, 

“  principally,  was  left  out  of  the  eleftion,  the  fitter  man  to  ferve 
“  his  King  and  country,  in  an  honourable  ftation,  for  they  have 

“  declared  him  fo,” — and  again  the  26th.  “  I  am  extremely  fo- 

“  licitous  that  Mr.  Dudley  might  have  the  foie  government  of 
“  New-England,  for  no  man  better  underftands  the  conftitution 
li  of  your  country,  and  hath  more  loyalty  and  refpeCt  to  his  Ma- 
“  jelly’s  affairs,  but  I  dare  not  openly  appear  in  it,  left  it  be 

“  thought  there  is  forne  private  defign  in  it,  but  I  am,  upon  all 

<f  occalions,  hinting  his  merit  to  his  friends.” — But,  however 
obnoxious  Mr.  Dudley  had  rendered  himfelf,  yet  he  was,  with 
lefs  reluctance,  received  as  their  chief  ruler,  at  this  time,  from  a 
general  expectation,  which, had  obtained,  of  Kirk  s  being  fent  over 
to  take  the  government.  Their  agent  (Humphries)  had  advifed 
them  of  the  danger  of  it,  and  they  expected  fomething  of  the 
fame  tragedy  he  had  been  aCting  in  the  weft,  of  England.  Mr. 

RayTon,  in  a  letter  to  Hinkky,  July  1685,  writes,  that  “  Colonel 

Kirke, 


1 


342 


the  history  of 

°f  S°f^ent.  A  copy  of  the  commiffion 

the  rl,  rr  "d’  -and  the  fol,owlng  anfwer  refolved  upon  by 
ti*e  court,  nemme  contradicente.  r  1 

“  Gentlemen, 

«  what  y°u  left  with  us,  as  a  true 

„  Py  oi  hls  MaJe%  S  commiffion,  ffiewed  to  us  the  17th 
4t  !nila,nt’.  >m  powering  you  for  the  governing  of  his  Ma- 
<c  J!j'fty  ?  luDle£h  ^habiting  this  colony,  and  other  places 
Eherein  mentioned.  You  then  applied  to  us,  not  as  a 
governor  and  company,  but  (as  you  were  pleafed  to 
term  us)  iomc  of  the  principal  gentlemen  and  chief  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  ieveral  towns  of  the  Maflachufets, 
amongit  other  difcourfe,  laying,  it  concerned  us  to  con- 
iioer  what  therein  .might  be  thought  hard  and  uneafy  • 
upon  peruSal  whereof,  we  find,  as  we  conceive,  Firft, 

I  hat  there  is  no  certain  determinate  rule  for  your  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  and  that  which  is,  feems  to  be 
too  arbitrary.  Secondly,  That  the  fubjecftsare  abridged 
of  their  liberty,  as  Englifhmen,  both  in  the  matters 
or  legislation  and  in  laying  of  taxes,  and  indeed  the 
wnole  unqueftioned  privilege  of  the  fubjeft,  transferred 
upon  yourfelves,  there  not  being  the  lead  mention  of 
an  affembly  in  the  commiffion,  and  therefore  we  think 
it  highly  concerns  you  to  confider  whether  fuch  a  com¬ 
miffion  be  fife  for  you  or  us  •,  but  if  you  are  fo  fatisfied 
tuerein,  as  that  you  hold  yourfelves  obliged  thereby, 
and  do  take  upon  you  the  government  of  this  people* 
although  we  cannot  give  our  affent  thereto,  yet  we  hope 
we  Iliad  demean  ourfelves  as  true  and  loyal  fubjecds  to 
his  Majefty,  and  humbly  make  our  addrefies  unto  God, 
and  in  due  tune  to  our  gracious  prince,  for  our  relief. 

“  May  20th  1686.  By  order,  Edw.  Rawson,  Sec’y. 

“  These  for  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq;  and  the  reft  of  the 
41  gentlemen  named  in  his  Majefty’s  commiffion.” 

Kirke,  whom  his  late  Majefty  appointed  and  defigned  to  be  our 
governor,  is  confirmed  by  his  preient  Majefty,  and  is  preparing  to 
iail  with  two  frigates,  and  may  be  expcfted  in  4  or  5  weeks/’  This 
was  before  his  and  Jeffries’s  campaign,  as  King  James  called  it,  in 
the  weft  ;  but  after  the  news  of  the  tragedies  there,  Rawfon 
writes  Our  condition  is  awful.”  The 
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The  court  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  their  1686 
cuftody  fuch  papers  as  referred  to  the  charter,  and  titles 
of  land,  by  purchafe  from  the  Indians  or  otherwife,  and 
ordered  the  fecretary  to  deliver  the  fame,  and  adjourned 
to  the  fecond  Wednefday  in  Odtober. 

The  25th  of  May  the  prefident  and  council  met,  and 
his  Majefty’s  com  million  was  publifhed. 

New  Plimouth,  Connedficut,  and  Rhode-Ifland,  who 
were  tefs  obnoxious,  and  had  been  more  pliant  than  the 
Maffachufets,  were  all  to  be  in  like  degree  fufferers,  al¬ 
though  not  included  in  Mr.  Dudley’s  commiffion,*  the 
execution  was  only  refpited  a  few  months. 

We  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  affairs  of  New-Pli- 
mouth  fince  the  year  1676.  Having  conquered^  Philip’s 
country  of  Mount- Hope,  now  Briffco!,  it  was  confirmed  to 
that  colony  by  K.  Charles.  The  Maffachufets  had  applied 
for  it.  Mr.  Window,  the  governor  of  Plimouth,  died  in 
16S0,  Dec.  1 8th,  and  was  fucceecled  by  Thomas  Hinkley, 
who  continued  until  that  colony  was  included  in  the  fame 
commiffion  with  the  Maffachufets,  &c.  It  was  agreed, 
that  the  grand  council  of  Plimouth  could  confer  no  powers 
of  government.  They  had  nothing  therefore  to  lupport 
them  at  New-Plimouth,  bn  the  King’s  approbation,  from 
time  to  time,  of  their  proceedings.  It  might  then  well  be 
expedited  that  they  fhould  abt  with  great  caution,  to  avoid 
giving  offence.  They  had  been  amufed,  from  year  to 
year,  'with  affuranecs  that  the  King  would  grant  them  a 
charter.  Such  an  one  as  Connecticut  had  received  they 
prayed  for.  The  name  of  the  Maffachufets  was  odious. 

The  governor  kept  upon  good  terms  with  Randolph,  who 
engaged  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  obtain  the 


*  I  find,  the  following  paffagein  a  letter  from  Ireland,  March  26th 
j68  “  Our  laft  packet  from  England  brings  us  news  of  two 

44  vary  loval  addrelles  to  his  Majefty,  one  from  New-Plimouth  and 
44  the  other  from  Connecticut,  which  were  both  very  graciouhy 
44  received,  by  which  I  fufpeft  you,  of  the  Maffachufets,  are  more 
44  whiggifh,  and  ycur  neighbours  more  toryilb,  to  exprefs  it  m 

f4  the  language  of  late  in 
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:686charter.*  They  had  orders  to  fend  over  a  copy  of  their 
patent,  in  order  to  form  a  new  one,  in  which  the  Nara- 
ganfet  country  was  to  be  included  ;  but,  upon  the  quo 
warranto  coming  over  to  Maffachufets,  Mr.  Blaithwaic 
wrote  to  the  governor  Sept.  27th  1683,-“  I  mull  deal 
plainly  with  you  It  is  not  probable  any  thing  will  be 
determined,  in  that  behalf,  until  his  Majcfty  do  fee  an 
llfue  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  MafiTachufets  co¬ 
lony,  and  that,  upon  regulating  their  charter,  that  colony 
be  brought  under  fuch  an  aftual  dependance  upon  the 
crown  as  becomes  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts.  From  hence 
it  will  be,  tnat  your  patent  will  receive  it’s  model  •  and 
although  you  may  be  affured  of  all  you  defire,  yet  it 
will  be  expedited  that,  in  acknowledgment  of  fo  c-reat 
*'  j.avoi's>  fuch  provifions  may  be  inferted  as  are  neceffary 
_  ior  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty’s  authority.”  After 
this,  they  could  have  no  great  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs 
However,  they  continued  their  purfuit,  and  in  Nov.  1682' 
they  forwarded  another  addrefs,  wherein  they  congratu¬ 
lated  his  Majefty  upon  his  deliverance,  in  anfwer  to  their 
prayers  they  hoped,  from  the  late  horrid  confpiracyf 
and  they  had  appointed  the  i5th  inftant  for  a  day  of 
iolemn  thankfgiving,  for  the  falvation  of  his  Majefty’s 
royal  perfon  from  that  and  other  hellifli  confpiraries 
They  go  on  to  pray  his  Majefty’s  favor,  in  granting  them  a 
chatter,  having  feut  over  a  true  copy  of  their  patent  from 
the  council  of  Plimouth.  Randolph  writes  to  the  governor 
of  Plimouth  the  4th  of  March  following,  that  he  had  pre- 
fentec I  the  addrefs,  with  the  neceflary  amendments,  to  his 
Majcfty  in  council,  that  it  would  be  printed,  was  gracioufty 
1  eceived,  and  that  they  would  find  the  benefit  of  it,  in 
difpatch,  and  fettlement  of  their  colony.  Upon  the  death 
of  King  Charles,  they  were  diftinguilhed  by  King  James 
from  the  other  colonies,  by  a  letter  under  his  fign  manual, t 
acquainting  them  with  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  the 

*  They  fen  lover  Mr.  James  Cudworth,  as  their  agent,  in  1681,  to 
,ol  licit  their  patent,  but  he  died  fo  on  after  his  arrival. 

f  This  mult  be  the  proteilant  plot.  J  June  26th  1685. 
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oreat  things  the  parliament  had  done,  the  defeat  of  Ar-1686 
gyle,  and  the  landing  of  Monmouth,  and  the  care  taken  to 
prevent  his  fuccefs,  all  to  prevent  any  falfe  and  malicious 
rumours  that  might  be  fpread  among  his  Majefty’s  fubje&s 
at  that  diftance.  An  addrefs  was  lent  to  the  King,  upon 
his  accefiion,  taking  notice  of  the  affurances  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  royal  brother,  and  praying  that  his 
Majefty  would  fulfil  them.  This  was  the  laft  effort*. 
Connecticut  kept  more  filent,  inactive  and  referved,  fub- 
mitting  when  compelled  to  it,  and  reaffuming  their  rights 
as  foon  as  they  had  opportunity  for  iff . 

1  /  S/  il  v  * 

*  King  Charles’s  grant,  under  his  fign  manual,  of  Philip’s 
country,  is  in  thefe  words,  “  We  have  taken  into  our  royal  confi- 
deration,  how  that,  by  your  loyalty  and  good  condutd  in  that  war, 
you  have  been  the  happy  inftruments  to  enlarge  our  dominions,  and 
to  bring  that  new  territory  of  Mount-Hope  into  a  more  immediate 
dependance  upon  us.  We  are  therefore  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
and  grant,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  the  full  and 
entire  property  of  the  faid  territory  or  fcope  of  land,  commonly 
called  Mount-Hope,  containing,  by  common  eftimation,  feven 
thoufand  acres,  be  the  fame  more  or  lefs,  for  the  foie  and  proper 
ufe  and  behoof  of  yourfelves  and  the  reft  of  our  faid  colony  of 
New-Plimouth,  to  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  ana  fucceftors,  as  of 
our  caftle  of  Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,  yielding  and  paying. 

Sc c.  feven  beaver  fkins  each  and  every  year,  &c.’ 

This  country  of  Mount-Hope,  with  feveral  townfhips  and  parts 
of  townfhips,  always  reputed  part  of  the  colony  of  New-Plimouth, 
by  a  new  line,  never,  until  then,  conceived  by  any  perfon  whatfo- 
ever,  was,  in  the  year  1741,  by  commiftioners  from  New-York,  Sec. 
determined  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  Rhode-Ifland  charter,  and 
this  determination,  perhaps,  for  want  of  proper  evidence,  which 
might  have  been  produced  on  the  part  °f  the  MafFachufets,  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  his  late  Majefty  in  council. 

In  this  and  other  tontroverfies  about  boundaries,,  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  the  MafHchufets  province  to  have  been  reprefented  as 
too  srreat  and  powerful  a  province,  that  his  Majefty  s  fmall  province 
of  N e w- H amp fhi re ,  the  fmall  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  w^re  op- 

prefted  and  born  down,  Sec.  . 

f  The  condition  of  the  diflenters  in  England,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  2d,  had  caufed  many  of  them  to 
turn  their  thoughts  again  towards  New-England.  -  Divers  per- 
fons  in  England  and  Ireland,  gentlemen,  citizens  and  others^ 
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1686  To  avoid  any  interruption  in  relating  the  feveral  fteps 
taken  for  vacating  the  charter,  we  have  pafied  over  fome 
events,  the  remembrance  ot  which  fhould  be  prelerved. 

The  Indians,  at  tne  eaftwa'rd,  continued  their  hoffilitics, 
after  thofe,  at  the  weftward,  were  fubdued  and  difperfed. 
In  Auguft  1676,  they  furprized  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Ham- 
•mond,  an  ancient  trader  at  Kenebeck,  and,  from  thence, 
eroded  over  to  Arowfick  ifland,  were  there  was  a  larse 
houie,  with,  what  was  there  efteemed,  a  ftrona  fort  built 
round  it,  belonging  to  Major  Clark  and  Capt  Lake*,  tv  o 
merchants  of  Bofton,  who  owned  the  ifland  and  great  part 
of  the  main  land  near  to  it.  The  Indians  hid  themfelves 
m  the  night  under  the  walls  of  the  fort.  When  the  cen- 
tinel  left  his  Ration  at  day-light,  fome  of  the  Indians  fol- 
lowed  him  in  at  the  fort  gate,  whilft  the  reft  ran  to  the 
port  hoies,  and  fhot  down  every  perion  they  law.  Cant 
Lake,  finding  the  Indians  had  poifefied  them  lei  ves  of  the 
foit,  efcaped  with  Capt.  Davis  L  and  two  others,  at  a  back 
■  door,  to  the  waterfide,  intending  to  pafs  to  another  ifland 
near  to  Arowfick.  Capt.  Lake  was  killed  juft  as  he  landed. 
His  bones  were,  after  fome  time,  found  and  brought  to 

b.  ing  inclined  to  remove  themfelves  into  foreign  parts,  where  they, 
may  enjoy,  without  int  rruption,  the  public  exercife  of  chriftian 
religion,  according  to  what  they  apprehend  of  divine  inftitution 
have  prevailed  with  Mr.  Blackwell  to  make  your  country  a  vifit 
and  enquire  whether  they  may  be  there  welcome,  and'  wheth<r 
they  may  reafonably  expea  that  liberty  they  promife  themfelves 
and  others,  who  will  attend  their  motion.”  L.-tter  from  Dan.  Coxe 
to  Gov.  Bradjhget,  London  03.  10.  168-4,  The  alteration  which 
happened  prelently  after,  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony,  was 
alone  fufficient  to  difeourage  this  emigration.  At  the  fan.*  time 
iome  of ■  the  proteftants  in  France,  after  a  relation  of  their  milera- 
ble  Hate  in  France,  conclude  a  letter  from  Rochel  ift  Oftober  16S 
— “  New-England,  the  country  where  you  live,  is  in  yre.it  efteem, 
1,  and  a  great  many  other  p.oteftants,  intend  to  go  there.  Tell  us’ 
if  you  pleafe,  what  advantage  we  can  have,  and  particularly  the 
peafants,  who  are  ufed  to  the  plough.  If  fomebodv  at  vour  country 

would  fend  a  (hip  here  to  fetch  over  French  prated  ants,  he  would 
make  great  gain.” 

*  Capt.  Lake  was  the  anceffor  of  the  late  Sir  Bibie  Lake 

t  Davis  was  afterwards  of  th;  council  for  Mailachufets  pro v* nee, 

Boftoib 
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Bofton.  Davis  was  wounded,  but  made  his  efcape,  as  did  1686 
the  other  two.  At  thefe  two  houfes,  fifty  three  Englifh 
were  killed  and  taken.  The  news  of  this  ftroke  broke 
vp  all  the  plantations  at  and  near  Kenebeck,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  tranfporting  themfelvcs  to  Pifcataqua  and  Bofton,  or 
feme  other  place  of  fecurity.  This  brought  the  Indians 
further  weftward,  toCafco,  Spurwinck,  Black-point, Weils, 
and  CapeNidduck,  within  the  bounds  of  York,  at  all  which 
places  they  did  more  or  lets  mifehief.  Mugg,  a  noted 
Indian,  well  known  to  the  Englifii*,  was  at  the  head  of 
the  enemy.  The  prifoners,  by  his  means,  were  treated 
with  more  humanity  and  courtefy  than  had  been  known, 
and  he  lent  one  or  two  of  them  to  Pifcataqua,  in  order  to  . 
ranfom  their  friends  •,  but  the  goods  fent  for  their  fanfom 
were  feized  by  other  Indians.  Mugg  himfelf  came  to 
Pifcataqua,  and  afterwards  to  Bofton,  where,  in  behalf  of 
Madockawando  and  Cheberrina,  fachems  of  Penobfcor, 
he  entered  into  treaty  with  the  governor  and  council, 

Nov.  13th  1676.  This  was  the  firft  treaty  with  any  of 
the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians.  cc  They  promiled  to 
ceafe  all  adds  of  hoftility,  to  return  the  captives,  to  do 
their  utmoft  to  repair  the  damage  luftained  by  the  Englifh, 
to  buy  no  powder  or  ammunition  of  any  other  than  peF- 
fons  deputed  by  the  governor,  provided  they  could  have  a 
fupplv  in  that  way,  and  to  account  all  other  eaftern  Indians 
in  the  number  of  their  enemies,  who  did  not  affent  to  the 
fame  covenant  and  agreement. ”  No  mention  is  made  of 
any  fubjedlion  to  the  government  of  the  colony,  or  to  the 
King  of  England,  but  they  are  confidered  as  a  free  inde¬ 
pendent  people.  The  treaty  is  at  large  in  Mr.  Hubbard’s 
hiftory  of  the  war.  The  Indians  continued,  notwithftand- 
ing,  to  do  mifehief  on  the  eaftern  frontier  in  1677,  when 
Major  Andros,  by  virtue  of  his  commifiion  from  the  Duke 
of  York,  having  placed  forces  at  Pemaquid,  the  Indians 
'made  overtures  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  and,  as  a  proof 
of  their  fincerity,  brought  in  15  Englifh  captives,  and  they 
continued  for  feme  time  quiet.  An  attack  was  made  upon 

♦ 

*  He  had  lived,  from  a  child,  in  ErgSiih  families. 
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i6S6the  weftern  frontiers,  by  40  or  50  Indians  faid  to  be 
river  Indians*,  but  whether  Connefticut  or  Hud  Ton’s  river 
is  not  mentioned.  This  was  the  19th  of  September  1 677. 
They  furprized  many  of  Hatfield,  as  they  were  railing  a 
houfe  and  unarmed,  and  killed  and  carried  away  abbut 

twenty,  and  the  next  day  took  three  or  four  more  from 
Deerfield. 

Bv  the  advice  of  the  governor  of  New- York,  eom- 
miffi oners  were  lent,  about  this  time,  from  the  Maffachu- 
fets  and  Connecticut,  to  the  Maqua’s,  to  fecure "their 
friend  (hip  to  the  Englifh  i^tereft  in  general  and  to  en^a^e 
them  againft  the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians,  whefhad 
been  their  ancient  enemies.  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  firft 

treatyf  between  the  Mohawks,  or  Five  Nations,  and  the 
Maflachufets  colonyj. 

In 


Indians  which  originally  belonged  to  Connedicut  river,  after 
1  hdip  s  war,  removed  to  a  place  called  Scatacook,  and  were  known 
by  the  name  of  Scatacook  Indians,  and  when  there  have  been  trea¬ 
ties  with  the  Six  Nations,  more  or  lefs  of  thefe  Indians  have  gepe- 
ra  ly  been  prefent.  They  proved  a  heavy  fcourge  to  the  county  of 
Hampihire,  joining  with  the  French  and  Canada  Indians,  and  fn-ffi 
ciently  revenged  themfelves  of  the  Engliih.  Being  well  acquainted 
with  moil;  of  the  houfes  upon  Connecticut  river  for  40  years  before 

*eir  r|™°vaI>  they  ferved  as  pilots  in  the  frequent  invasions’ during 
King  William  s  and  Queen  Ann’s  wars. 

f  Pynchon  and  Richards  were  fentto  Albany  in  1677,  in  order  to 
demand  the  delivery  of  fome  eaitern  Indians  among  the  Mohawks 
but  governor  Andros  perfuaded  them  to  defift. 

I  In  1 680  the  people  were  greatly  furprized  with  the  appearance 
of  a  comet  firft  difeovered  the  1 8th  of  November,  and  vilible  the 
10th  of  February,  after  which,  for  a  few  days  it  could  be  difeerned 
by  telefcopes.  “  Dec.  16th,  its  appearance  is  very  terrible,  for, 
though  the  head  be  fmall,  yet  the  tail  is  near  3o°  in  lenoth,  and 
afeends  almoft  to  our  zenith,  growing  continually 'broader,  and 
is  brighteft  on  the  fides,  Specially  the  foath,  the  middle  beine 
confiderably  darker  than  the  fides.”  Interleav'd  Almanack. 

Aug.  17th  i63z,  another  comet  appeared,  and  continued  until  the 
15  th  of  September,  “  The  head  or  liar  much  bigger  than  that 
of  1680,  and  of  a  dim  colour,  though  the  coma,  or  blaze,  was 
much  fmaller,  not  even  extending  above  icn  in  length.”  Idem. 
It  was  the  general  opinion,  that  any  unufual  appearances  in  the 
heavens  were  prefages  of  calamities  coming  upon  the  world. 

Nov 
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In  the  year  1685,  Mr.  Hinkley,  governor  of  Flimouth,i686 
fent,  to  the  corporation  in  England,  an  account  of  the 
praying  Indians  then  in  that  colony.  They  amounted 
to  1439,  befides  boys  and  girls  under  12  years  old,  which 
were  fuppofed  to  be  more  than  three  times  that  number  *• 


Nov.  27,  1676,  “  A  fire  broke  oat  in  Bofton  about  5  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  at  one  Wakefield’s  houfe,  by  the  Red  Lion,  by  a  candle  care- 
lefly  let,  which  fo  prevailed,  that  it  burnt  down  about  45  dwelling- 
houfes,  the  north  meeting-houfe,  and  feveral  warehoules ;  the  wind 
was  at  fouth*eaft  when  it  began,  and  blew  hard  ;  loon  after  it  veered 
fouth,  and  brought  fo  much  rain,  as  much  prevented  further  mif- 
chief,  without  which,  all  that  end  of  the  town  had  probably  been 
laid  in  allies,  and  Charleftown  alfo  endangered,  by  the  flakes  of  fir 
which  were  carried  over  the  river.”  Id.  \ 

“  Aug.  8,  1679,  about  midnight  a  terrible  fire  began  at  one 
Grofs’s  houfe,  the  fign  of  the  three  mariners,  near  the  dock  in 
Bofton.  All  tho  warehoufes*  and  a  great  number  of  dwelling  houfes, 
with  veffels  then  in  the  dock,  were  confumed.  It  continued  till  near 
noon  the  next  day;  the  moil  woeful  defolation  that  Bofton  ever 
faw  ;  eighty  odd  dwelling-houfes,  and  feventy  odd  vvarehoufes,  with 
feveral  veffels  and  their  lading  confumed  to  aflies.  The  whole  lofs 
computed  to  be  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  ”  u.  / 
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particular  places  where  thefe  Indians  then  lived  were, 
Pawmet  Billingfgate  and  Eaitham  or  Naufet  264 
Manamoyet  - 
Sackatucket  and  NobfcufTet 
Matakeefee  -  - 

Skarnton  or  Scanton  - 

Math  pee  -  - 

Suckaneffet  - 

Monamet  -  - 

Saltwater  Pond  - 
Namafket  and  Titicut  - 

Namatakeefet  - 
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Moxiffet  - 
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1686 


C  H  A  P.  HI. 

From  die  diffolution  of  the  charter  in  i6%6: 

until  the  arrival  of  the  province  charter  in  1602. 

\ 

Dudley  s  fhort  sdrnini{lr»itiori  wss  not  very 
__  _  grievous  .  -The  houfe  of  deputies,  indeed,  was 
intireJy  laid  afide  ;  but  the  people,  the  time  being  fhort, 
felt  little  or  no  effeffc  from  the  change. 

Mr. 


“  I  have  forbore  writing  to  your  grace,  until  I  have  beer 
tome  time  m  the  place,  to  fee  how  the  people  here  would  demear 
themfelves  under  this  new  government.  At  my  firft  arrival,  I  me' 
with  outward  expreffions  of  joy  and  fatisfaclion,  and  many  Vcernee 
well  pleafed  at  the  change,  having  been  ftruck  with  a  panick  fear, 
upon  the  apprehenfions  of  Col.  Kirk’s  coming  hither  to  be  theii 
governor;  but  finding  a  commiffion  direfted  to  a  gentleman  amongft 
themfelves,  the  thgn  governor  and  company,  growing  hardy,  be¬ 
gan,  by  their  minifters,  to  tempt  Mr.  Dudley  not  "to  accept  oi 
his  Majefty’s  commiffion  to  be  prefident,  hoping  th  reby  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  government  amongft  themfelves  ;  but  that  failing  them, 
they  adjourned  the  meeting  of  their  general  affiembly  to  the  2d  of 
October  next,  and  broke  up  with  hopes,  that,  either  by  fome  un- 
inippy  accidents  in  the  affairs  of  ftate  at  home,  or  fome  diffention, 
raifed  by  their  artifices  among  the  members  in  this  new  govern¬ 
ment,  they  might  prevail  fo  far  as  to  diffolve  this  conftitutiom, 
and  reaffume  the  government,  which  to  accomplifh,  they  are  very 
felicitous.— -Of  a  prefident  and  18  members  of  the  council,  there 
is  only  myielf,  fince  Mr.  Mafon’s  departure  for  England,  that  is 
of  the  church  of  England.  It  was  never  intended,  that  the  charge 
hiOU:d  be  fupported  by  myfelf  and  fome  feW  others  of  our  commu¬ 
nion.  I  humbly  reprefen  t  to  your  grace,  that  the  three  meeting- 
houfes  in  Boflon  might  pay  twenty  {hillings  a  week  each,  out  of 
their  contributions,  towards  defraying  of  our  church  charges,  that 
fum  being  lefs  per  annum  than  each  of  their  minifters  receive. 
Thus  much  relating  to  the  affairs  of  our  church.  That  of  our 
ftate  little  differs.  Moft  part  off  our  chief  officers,,  as  juftices  of 
peace,  &c.  are  congregational  men,  not  above  three  church  of 
England  men  are  officers  in  the  militia,  fo  that,  in  the  main,  I  can 
only  affure  your  Grace,  that  the  perfons  only,  and  not  the  govern¬ 
ment,  is  changed.”  Rand,  letter  to  Abp*  of  Canu 

Mr. 


MASSAC  HUSETS-BAY.  351 

1  f 

Mr.  Dudley,  having  made  Randolph  trumpeter  of  his  1 685 
attachment  to  the  prerogative  and  anfvvered  his  ends,  foon 
after  grew  cool  towards  him.  Randolph,  in  return,  vilified 
Dudley,  in  a  great  number  of  letters  he  wrote  to  London 
about  a  month  after  his  arrival  •,  which  letters,  or  the  copies, 
are  prefervedf.  Mr.  Stoughton  was  Mr.  Dudley’s  chief 
confident.  He  was  not  fufpecled,  by  the  body  of  the  people, 
of  being  unfriendly,  or  of  want  of  ftrong  attachment  to  the 
religious  principles  and  to  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of 
the  country,  and  his  compliance,  in  taking  a  fliare  in  the  ad- 
miniftration,  was  charitably  fuppofed  to  be,  at  leaft  in  part, 
for  the  fake  of  keeping  out  oppreffors  and  tyrants.  Mr. 
Dudley  profefied  as  great  an  attachment  to  the  intereft  of 
the  colony  as  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  was  very  defirous  of 

Mr.  Dudley’s  commiffion  made  him  prefident  of  the  council  for 
Maftachufets  Bay,  New-Hampfhire  and  Main,  and  the  Naragan- 
fet  country,  or  King’s  province,  William  Stoughton  was  named 
deputy  prefident,  Simon  Bradftreet,  Robert  Mafon,  John  Fitz-Win- 
throp,  John  Pynchon,  Peter  Bulkley,  Edward  Randolph,  Wait 
Winthrop,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Ufher,  Nathanael  Saltonftall, 
Bartholomew  Gidney,  Jonathan  Tyng,  Dudley  Bradftreet,  John 
Hinks,  and  Edward  Tyng  were  named  of  the  council,  not  by  fepa- 
rate  warrants,  or  by  mandamus,  but  all  in  one  commiffion. 

Beftdes  the  prefident,  Stoughton,  Bulkley,  Pynchon,  Gidney, 
and  Tyng  had  been  of  the  affiftants  before.  N.  Saltonftall,  who 
was  alfo  m  the  commiffion,  appeared  once  to  excuie  himfelf,  having 
st  few  days  before  taken  the  oath  of  aiiiftant.  The  governor,  Mr. 
Bradftreet,  was  alfo  named,  and  the  prefident,  with  the  council, 
waited  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  the  14th  of  May,  immediately  upon 
opening  the  commiffion  ;  but  he  made  feveral  excufes,  and  did  noi. 
accept.  His  fon,  Dudley  Bradftreet,  alio  refuted. 

f  Randolph  writes  to  one  of  the  nobility,  by  Mr.  Dudley  when 
he  went  to  England  agent  for  the  colony,  “  Major  Dudley  is  a  great 
<<  oppofer  of  the  faction,  againft  which  I  have  now  articled  to  his 
<c  Majefty.”  O&ober  27, °i 686,  he  writes  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury.  u  I  have  taken  care  to  inform  myfelf  how  the  money 
fent  over  here  for  evangelizing  the  Indians  is  difpofed  of.  Heie 
“  are  feven  perfons,  called  commiffioners,  or  truftees,  who  have 
i(  the  foie  management  of  it,  the  chief  oi  which  are,  Mr.  Duoley 
our  prefident, a  man  of  a  bafe,  fervile,  and  antimonarchical  pnn- 
ciple,  Mr.  Stoughton  of  the  old  leaven,  Mr.  Richards,  a  man 
44  not  to  be  truftea  in  public  bu fine fs,  Mr.  Hinkley,  a  ng  d  indc- 

**  pendent,  and  others  like  to  thefe.’y  &c,  .  . 
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i68oretaining  their  favour.  A  letter,  the  day  he  demanded  the 
government,  to  Mr.  Mather,  then  the  minifter  of  the 
greateft  influence  in  the  colony,  is  a  proof  of  it*.  The 
people  were  not  fo  charitable  as  to  believe  him  fincere. 
However,  there  was  no  moleftation  to  the  churches  of 
the  colony,  but  they  continued  both  worfhip  and  difci- 
pline  as  before.  The  affairs  of  the  towns  were  likewife 
managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  formerly. 

Their  courts  of  juflice  were  continued  upon  the  former 
plan,  Mr.  Stoughton  being  at  the  head  of  them.  Trials 
were  by  juries  as  ufual.  Even  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
the  trials  were  by  juries  ;  but,  as  the  jurors  were  returned 
by  the  marflial,  very  different  verdidls  were  given,  from 
what  would  have  been  given,  under  the  former  admi- 
niftration.  The  prefident,  as  ordinary,  took  all  matters 
of  wills  and  adminiftrations  into  his  own  hand.  In  general, 
the  former  laws  and  eftablifhed  cuftoms,  fo  far  as  related 
to  judicial  proceedings,  feem  to  have  been  their  rule, 
although  the  government  which  framed  them  was  dif- 
folved.  Mr.  Dudley  confidered  himfelf,  as  appointed  to 
preferve  the  affairs  of  the  colony  from  confufion  until  a 
governor  arrived,  and  a  rule  of  adminiftration  fhould  be 
more  fully  fettled.  The  neceffity  of  the  thing  juftified 
the  former  magiftrates  in  continuing,  fo  long  as  they  did, 
to  exercife  authority,  although  the  judgment  againft  the 
charter  had  been  declared  in  form  *,  otherwife,  under  the 

*  “  Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

“  I  rofe  this  morning  with  full  intention  to  wait  on  you  by 
“  eight  of  the  clock,  before  1  had  your  letter  to  put  me  forward, 
“  and  am  forry  to  find  you  from  home.  I  am  very  folicitous,  what- 
“  foever  be  the  iifue  of  the  prefent  hurry,  for  my  dear  mother  al 
<£  Cambridge,  and  cannot  be  happy  if  it  do  not  flourifh.  I  nevei 
“  wanted  your  favour  and  advice  fo  much  as  now,  and  would  pray 
“  an  opportunity  with  you  this  evening  if  poflible.  Sir,  for  the 
“  things  of  my  foul  I  have  thefe  many  years  hung  upon  your  lips, 
“  and  ever  fhall  ;  and  in  civil  things  am  defirous  you  may  know 
“  with  all  plainnefs  my  reafons  of  procedure,  and  that  they  may 
“  be  fatisfa&ory  to  you.  I  am, 

“  From  your  own  houfe,  Sir,  your  Servant, 

“  May  17th,  86,  J.  Dudley.” 

fame 


MASSACHU  SETS- BAY. 


353 

ame  adminiftration  in  England,  which  had  caufed  their  1686 
:harter  to  be  vacated,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
railed  to  anlwer.  But  their  authority  was  weak.  Mr. 
Dudley  writes  to  his  friend  Randolph,  Sept.  1685.  “  I 
6  fuppofe  it  cannot  be  thought  expedient  or  fafe  to  let  the 
6  government  here  be  at  fuch  ftrange  uncertainties,  as  it 
5  mnft  needs  be,  until  his  Majefty’s  pleafure  be  known.” 

Connecticut,  Plimouth,  and  Rhode  Ifland  continued 
:heir  former  adminiftration.  Mr.  Dudley  had  fome  dif- 
pute  with  Plimouth  governor  concerning  the  admiralty 
jurifdietion,  which  he  claimed  as  vice-admiral  of  New- 
England  ;  but  it  remained  undetermined. 

December  19,  1686,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  arrived 
at  Nantafket,  in  the  Kingfither,  a  50  gun  (hip,  with  com- 
mifiion  from  king  James  for  the  government  of  New- 
England.  He  was  lefs  dreaded  than  Kirk,  but  he  was 
known  to  be  of  an  arbitrary  difpofition.  He  kept  a 
correfpondence  with  the  colony,  whilft  he  was  governor  of 
New- York.  His  letters,  then,  difcovered  much  of  the 
didtator.  The  depreffed  ftate  of  the  colony  prevented  a 
proper  return.  He  landed  at  Bofton  the  20th,  and  his 
commiflion  was  publifhed  the  fame  day. 

The  beginning  of  his  adminiftration  gave  great  en¬ 
couragement.  He  made  high  profeffions  of  regard  to 
the  public  good  and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  both  of 
merchants  and  planters,  diredted  the  judges  to  adminifter 
juftice  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  ordered  the 
former  eftablilhed  rules  to  be  obferved,  as  to  rates  and 
taxes,  and  that  all  the  colony  laws  not  inconfiftent  with 
his  commiflion  ftiould  be  in  force. 

The  major  part  of  his  council  were  men,  who  although 
they  had  been  of  the  moderate  party,  yet  they  wifhed  the 
public  intereft,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  con¬ 
tinued  under  the  old  form  of  government.  With  a  good 
lhare  of  firmnefs  of  mind  they  might  have  been  ferviceable 
fo  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  hold  their  places  in 
council.  But  their  behavior  under  the  old  charter  dif¬ 
covered  they  had  more  of  the  willow  than  of  the  oak  in 
;  Z  l  thete 


I 

354  THE  HISTORY  OF 


i68ytheir  conftltutions,  Perhaps,  if  they  had  been  lefs  pliable, 
they  would  have  loon  been  difplaced,  and  others  more  in¬ 
clined  to  oppreffion  appointed  in  their  ftead*.  Sir  Edmund 
had  no  affection  for  them  Palmer,  Brockholt,  Mafon, 
XJfher,  and  Randolph  of  the  council,  together  with  Weft, 
Bullivant,  Graham  and  others,  who  were  not  of  the 
council,  were  his  confidents  and  advifers.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there  appears,  by  fome  loofe  minutes,  to  have  been, 
a  pretty  full  meeting  of  the  council.  Many  of  them  re¬ 
turned  home,  and  a  few  only  who  lived  at  or  near  Bofton 
attended  conftantly,  and  fome  of  thofe  complained,  that  the 
governor  had  always  three  or  four  of  his  creatures  to  fay 
yes  to  every  thing  he  propofed,  after  which  no  oppofuion 
was  allowed  Nero  concealed  his  tyrannical  difpofition 


*  There  are  no  public  records  from  the  diifolution  of  the  old  char¬ 
ter  government  in  1686,  until  the  reftoration  of  it  in  1689.  If 
there  was  any  book  of  records,  it  was  fecreted  or  deftroyed.  I  can¬ 
not  find,  upon  any  of  the  files,  a  lift  of  Sir  Edmund’s  council.  By 
accident,  I  met  with  a  lift  of  their  names  upon  a  defenftve  leaf  of 
an  old  colony  law  book,  which  lift  I  fuppofe  to  be  genuine,  viz. 


Maf.  Jofeph  Dudley 

M.  Wm.  Stoughton 

N.  Ham.  Robert  Mafon 
N.  Y.  Anth.  Brockholt 
Plim.  Tho.  Hinkley 
R.  Ill.  Walter  Clark 
Con.  Robert  Treat 

C.  John  Fitz  Winthrop 
N.  Y.  Francis  Nicholfon 
N.  Y.  Frederick  Philipfe 
N.  Y.  Anthony  Baxter 
M.  John  Pinchon 
C.  Wait  VYinthrop 


M.  Richard  Wharton 

N.  Y.  Henry  Courtla: 
M.  John  Uftter 

M.  Barth.  Gidney 

M.  Jona.  Tyng 

N.  H.  John  Kinks 
M.  Edward  Tyng 
P.  Barnabas  Lothrop 
P.  Wm.  Bradford 
P.  Daniel  Smith 

Edw.  Randolph 
P.  John  Sprague 
P.  John  Walley 


P.  Nath.  Clark 
1  John  Cothill 
R.  Walter  Newberry 
R.  John  Greene 
R.  Richard  Arnold 
R.  John  Alborow 

M.  Samuel  Shrimpton. 

N.  Y.  John  Young 
N.  Y.  Nich.  Bayard  1 
N.  Y.  John  Palmer 
M.  Wm.  Brown 

R.  Richard  Smith 
C.  John  Allin. 


f  Jacob  Leifler  writes  to  Mr.  Eradftreet,  after  the  revolution* 
that  “  Col.  Dongan,  in  his  time,  had  erefted  a  Jefuit’s  college  at 
New-York,  under  colour  of  a  grammar  fchool,  and  that  Palmer  and 
Graham  fent  their  fons  thither  for  education.”  Douglafs  fays,  that 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  a  bigotted  papift.P  I  have  met  with 
no  evidence  of  it. 

%  Randolph  to  Blaithwait,  May  21,  1687,  “  His  Excellency 
<<  has  to  do  with  a  perverfe  people.  Here  is  none  of  the  council 
<<  at  hand,  except  Mr.  Mafon  and  mvfelf,  Mr.  Brockholt  and  Mr. 
U finer,  who  appear  lively  for  his  Vlajefty’s  intereft.” 

cnore 
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more  years  than  Sir  Edmund  and  his  creatures  did  months.  1687 
It  was  not  long  before  the  cafe  of  fome  who  apprehended 
themfelves  oppreffed  came  under  confideration  :  one  of  the 
council  told  them,  that  theymuft  not  think  the  privileges 
of  Englifhmen  would  follow  them  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  gave  an  alarm  through  the  government,  and  it  was 
never  forgotten. 

One  of  the  fir  ft  a<fts  of  power,  after  the  change  of  go¬ 
vernment,  was  the  reftraint  of  the  prefs.  Randolph  was 
the  licenfer.  There  was  not  fo  much  room  to  complain 
of  this  proceeding  as  if  the  prefs  had  been  at  liberty  before. 

It  only  changed  its  keeper,  having  been  long  under  re¬ 
ftraint  during  the  former  adminiftration.  A  reftraint  upon 
marriages  was  more  grievous.  None  were  allowed  to 
marry  except  they  entered  into  bonds  with  fureties  to  the 
governor,  to  be  forfeited  in  cafe  there  fliould  afterwards 
appear  to  have  been  any  lawful  impediment.  Magiftrates 
ftill  continued  to  join  people  in  matrimony.  Other 
provifion  could  not  immediately  be  made.  There  was^N 
but  one  epifcopal  minifter  in  the  country.  His  name  I 
was  Ratcliffe.  Sir  Edmund  confidered  the  congregational  / 
minifters  as  mere  laymen.  Randolph  wrote  to  the  biflhop  I 
of  London,  44  I  prefs  for  able  and  fober  minifters,  and 
<4  we  will  contribute  largely  to  their  maintenance;  but 
<c  one  thing  will  mainly  help,  when  no  marriages  fhall 
4C  hereafter  be  allowed  lawful  but  fuch  as  are  made 
44  minifters  of  the  church  of  England.” 

There  had  been  very  few  inftances  of  even  occafional 
aflemblies  for  religious  worfhip  according  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  When  the  commiffioners  for  King  Charles  were 
at  Refton  in  1665,  they  had  a  chaplain  with  them  ;  but 
there  was  no  houfe  for  public  worfhip.  Moft  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  who  were  upon  the  ftage  in  1686  had  never 
feen  a  church  of  England  affembly.  About  that  time,  a 
fmall  number  of  perfons  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety 
which  had  increafed,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  Randolph, 

%  i  in 
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1687111  1686,  to  near  400  perfons*.  The  agents  in  England* 
and  the  genera]  court  in  their  anfwers  to  the  comp'aints 
againft  tnem  in  1677,  declared  that  no  perfons  fhould 
be  hindered  from  performing  divine  fervice  according  to 

e  I  ^  ~I  *  ^  ^  ^  was  enough  to  prevent 
any  open  difcouragement  even  whilft  the  chaster  govern¬ 
ment  continued.  When  the  govern  jr  and  many  of  the 
council  were  members  of  the  church  of  England,  it  might 
well  be  expefted,  that  they  would  countenance  and  en- 
courage  the  eftablifhment  and  growth  of  that  church. 
Ehey  dia  not  flop  there.  1  lie  people  were  menaced, 
that  their  meeting* houles  fhould  be  taken  from  them,  and 
that  public  worfhip  in  the  congregational  way  fhould  not 
be  tolerated  J.  Randolph  had  the  indolence  to  reprove  and 
threaten  the  governor  of  Pli mouth  for  exacting  taxes  from 
the  quakers  lor  the  iupport  of  the  miniftry  in  that  colony 


i 
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j  *  c‘  I  have  fome  time  lince  humbly  reprcfented  unto  your  Grace 
I  f<  a.  neceffity  of  having  a  church  built  in  Bolton  to  receive  thofe  of 
the  church  of  England.  We  have  at  prefent  near  400  perfons 
who  are  daily  frequenters  of  our  church,  and  as  many  more 
would  come  over  to  us  ;  but  fome  being  tradefmen,  and  ethers 
-  of  mechanick  profefiions,  are  threatened  by  the  congregational 
j  men  to  be  arrefted  by  their  creditors,  or  to  be  turned  out  of 
“  their  work,  if  they  offer  to  come  to  our  church.”  Rand \  Utter  to 
Abp.  of  Cant,  Odt.  27,  1686. 

f  “  A  difpute  happened  at  the  grave  of  one  Lilly.  He  left  the 
ordering  of  his  funeral  to  his  executors.  They  forbad  Mr.  Rat- 
cliffe,  the  epifcopal  minifter,  periorming  the  fervice  for  burial. 
Neverthelefs  he  began.  Deacon  Frairey  interrupted  him,  and  a 
flop  was  put  to  his  proceeding.  Frairey  was  complained  of,  and 
beiides  being  bound  to  his  good  behaviour  for  twelve  months,  it 
was  thought  the  procefs  would  coft  him  ico  marks.”  J.  Moodeyrs 
\letter  to  Mather ,  8  Fib.  88. 

X  Among  other  complaints  againft  Sir  Edmund,  this  was  one, 
*(  I  hat  the  fervice  of  the  church  cf  England  had  been  forced  into 
their  merting-houfes.”  This  was  an  equivocal  exprefiion.  Sir 
Edmund  had  made  ufe  of  a  meeting-houfe  for  the  church  fervice, 
againft  the  wills  of  the  proprietors,  but  after  their  fervice  was 
over,  and  compelled  no  congregationalift  to  join  with  him.  In- 
deed  he  threatened  to  float  up  the  doors  if  he  was  refufed,  and  to 
punifh  any  man  who  gave  two  pence  towards  the  fupport  of  a  non- 
tonformift  xninifter.  Narrative,  c?V. 

before 
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before  the  authority  was  fuperfeded  *.  But  it  was  noti687 
long  before  the  people  were  freed  from  their  fears  of  per- 
fecution,  by  King  James’s  proclamation  for  a  general  tole¬ 
ration.  The  defign  was  feen  by  fome,  but  the  greater 
part  fwallowed  the  bait.  Several  churches  had  agreed  to 
fet  apart  days  of  thankfgiving  for  his  Majelty’s  gracious 
declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience.  The  governor  for¬ 
bad  them.  The  reafon  is  not  mentioned.  It  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  this,  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be 
the  royal  prerogative  to  appoint  fuch  days.  He  told  them 
they  fnould  meet  at  their  peril,  and  that  he  would  fend 
foldiers  to  guard  their  meeting-houfes.  Many  congre¬ 
gations  agreed  to  addrefs  the  King.  Some  perfons,  who 
fuppofed  popery  to  be  at  the  bottom,  itrongly  oppofed 
the  addreffes.  The  late  deputy  governor  was  at  the  head 
of  them  f . 

Swearing 

'i.'i 

*  “  -Perhaps  it  will  be  as  reafon  able  to  move  that  your  colony 
“  fhould  be  rated  to  pay  our  minilter  of  the  church  of  England, 
who  now  preaches  in  Bodon,  and  you  hear  him  not,  as  to  make 
c 6  the  quakers  pay  in  your  colony.”  Rand  letter  to  Hinkley ,  June 
22,  1686.  The  late  governor  of  Plimouth,  Mr.  Hinkley,  com¬ 
plained  of  this,  as  one  great  grievance,  that  not  being  allowed  to 
make  rates,  for  the  fupport  of  the  minidry,  the  people  would  dnk 
into  barbarifm.  Sir  Edmund  writes  to  him,  March  5,  1087,  “I 
“■'am  very  much  furprized  you  fhould  ilTue  forth  fo  extraordinary 
“  a  warrant  as  is  now  brought  to  me,  under  your  hand  and  feal, 
dated  the  12th  of  December  pad,  fo  much  midaken  and  aflumtng 
“  (for  payment  of  your  mlnider)  extrajudicially  to  command  dif- 
“  trefs  to  be  made  on  the  goods  of  his  Majefly's  fubjecls.  Out  of 
“  regard  to  you,  I  have  put  a  dop  to  the  execution  thereof,  that 
“  neither  the  con  d  able  nor  you  may  be  expo  fed  Hoping  you  will 

“  be  mindfuTof  the  dation  you  are  in,  for  his  Majeity’s  fervice, 

“  and  the  quiet  of  his  fubjetts,  that  they  be  not  amufed  or  trou- 
“  bled  by  midaken  notions.,  or  clandedine  illegal  practices.”  &c. 

Mr.  Willard  writes  to  Mr.  Mather,  July  10,  i6b8,  “  Difcourage- 
“  ments  upon  the  hearts  of  the  miniilers  increafe*  by  reafon  that 
“  a  licentious  people  take  the  advantage  of  a  liberty  to  with-hold 
“  maintenance  from  them.” 

f  “  Referring  to  an  addrefs  to  his  Majedy,  I  do  humbly  pro¬ 
pound  and  defire,  that  no  mention  be  made  of  the  proclamation  for 
a  general  toleration.  There  will  be  no  need  of  touching  upon  it  in 
^he  lead,  and  X  am  affured  many  dangerous  rocks  will  be  fhunned 
%  •  thereby. 
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^687  Swearing  by  the  book,  which  had  never  been  prac- 
tifed,  was  now  introduced,  and  fuch  as  fcrupled  it  were 
fined  and  imprifoned. 

itiE  fees  to  all  oiiicers,  under  the  charter,  had  been 
very  low.  They  are  generally  fo  where  they  are  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  people.  Under  the  new  adminiftration,  they 
\*crc  exorbitant,  Duty  (hillings  was  the  common  fee  for 
probate  of  a  will.  The  governor  was  the  fupreme  ordinary, 
and  a  died  by  himfelf  *,  except  a  few  months  whilft  he  was 
at  New- York  and  in  the  eaftern  country,  when  Mr.  Dud¬ 
ley  was  his  deputy  f .  It  was  a  great  burden  upon  widows 
and  children  who  lived  remote,  to  be  obliged  to  corns  to 
Bolton  for  eyery  part  of  bufmefs  relative  to  the  fettlements 
of  eftates.  The  fees  of  all  other  officers  were  complained 
of  as  oppreffive.  The  harpies  themfelves  quarrelled  about 
their  fhare  of  the  prey.  Randolph,  who  from  his  com- 
miffion  of  fecretary,  expected  all  the  clerkfhips  in  the 
country,  complains  that  Weft,  who  feems  at  firft  to  have 
been  a  deputy  only,  ran  away  with  a  thoufand  a  year  of 
his  dues 

But 

thereby.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  more  dread  the  confequences 
thereof  than  the  execution  of  thofe  penal  laws,  the  only  wall  ao-ainft 
popery.  We  may,  without  breach  of  charity,  conclude  the  popiffi 
counfels  are  laid  deep.  Time  will  fhew  more.  God  Almighty 
bring  them  to  nought.”  Danfort b  to  Mather,  8  AW.  87. 

Douglafs  fays,  “  they  were  not  politicians  fufficient  to  penetrate 
into  the  wicked  and  pernicious  contrivance  of  that  toleration.” 
V.  1.  p.  440. 

*  He  introduced  the  forms  ufed  in  the  fpiritual  courts,  in  proving 
wills,  granting  adminiflrations,  Sec.  which  forms  have  been  retained 
in  the  feveral  counties  ever  fmce.  Before  his  time,  both  probates 
of  wills  and  granting  adminiflrations,  in  point  of  form,  were  very 
joofe  and  uncertain. 

f  There  was  a  commiffion  or  deputation  to  Mr.  Hinkley,  to  be 
judge  of  the  prerogative  court  for  Plimouth  colony,  and  I  fuppofe. 
others  to  .Connecticut,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  New- Hampshire,  but  wills 
were  fent  to  Bofton  for  .final  probate,  and  in  like  manner  admini- 
firations,  if  the  ell  ate  exceeded  50/.  Hinkley  to  Blaithavait. 

£  Randolph  farmed  his  office  to  Weft,  which  caufed  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  to  exaft  much  greater  fees  than  the  former  had  done. 
Utnklfs  Utter  to  Blaithavaii,  June  28,  1687. 


Randolph;  a 
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But  the  greateft  profit  arofe  From  patents  for  lands.  1687 
The  charter  being  vacated,  the  people  were  told  that  their 
titles  to  their  eftates  were  of  no  value.  The  expreffion  in 
vogue  was  that  “  the  calf  died  in  the  cow’s  belly.”  Be- 
fides,  the  general  court  had  not  made  their  grants  under 
the  feal  of  the  colony.  This  was  reprefented  as  a  notable 
defeft,  which  poffefiion  and  improvement  could  not  heal. 
However,  it  was  made  public  that  all  who  would  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  inefficiency  of  their  title  derived  from  the  for¬ 
mer  government,  by  petitioning  for  new  patents,  ffiould  be 
quieted  upon  reafonable  terms.  The  fees  for  the  patents 
varied  according  to  circumftances  both  of  perfons  and 
eftates.  In  the  complaint  to  King  James  it  is  alledged,  tha,t 
the  fees  of  fome  amounted  to  fifty  pounds.  Prudence 
was  ufed.  Mens  titles  were  not  queftioned  all  at  once. 

Had  this  been  the  cafe,  according  to  the  computation  then 
made,  all  the  perfonal  eftate  in  the  colony  would  not  have 
paid  the  charge  of  the  new  patents.  Some  that  had  been 
moft  attached  to  the  old  adminiftration  were  among  the 
firft  Who  were  threatened.  I  find  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Sewall,  who  had  been  a  magiftrate (afterwards  chief  juftice) 
for  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  valuable  ifland  in  Bofton 
harbour  (Hog  ifland.)  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  a  fhorttime 
after,  he  laments  his  compliance.  There  are  many  hun- 

Randolph’s  own  letters  Ihew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  “  Well 
extorts  what  fees  he  pleafes,  to  the  great  oppreffion  of  the  people, 
and  renders  the  prefent  government  grievous.  I  have  wrote  you 
the  want  we  have  of  two  or  three  honell  attornies,  if  any  fuch 
thing  in  nature.  We  have  but  two,  one  is  Mr.  Weft’s  creature, 
came  with  him  from  New-York,  and  drives  all  before  him  ;  he  alfo. 
takes  extravagant  fees,  and  for  want  of  more  the  country  cannot 
avoid  coming  to  him.  I  have  wrote  Mr.  Blaithwait  the  great  ne- 
ceflity  of  judges  from  England.  I  know  there  are  fome  loyal  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  able  lawyers  who  have  not  praftice..  The  judges  with 
us  being  now  three,  have  three  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  a  year 
between  “them  all,  beftdes  their  fees,  which  they  make  very  con- 
ftdetable  to  them.  Now  two  will  ferve  our  occafions.  They  ought 
to  be  of  the  council,  and  their  falaries  made  up  four  hundred  pounds 
a  year  apiece,  they  well  deferve  it.”  Randolph  to  Povey,  Jan.  24, 

1637. 

dred 
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ifiS^dred  petitions  of  the  fame  kind  upon  the  files.  Some 
favorites  looked  with  an  envious  eye  upon  fome  of  the 
beft  eftates,  efpecially  where  the  property  was  in  a  town 
or  company.  A  petition  of  Capt.  Hutchinlon  and  others 
labored,  although  their  title  was  originally  derived  from 
the  Indian  fachems  and  proprietors,  and  the  lands  had  been 
long  poifefirea  and  improved.  One  of  the  beftiflands  in 
New-England,  in  Plimouth  harbour,  called  Clark’s  ifiand, 
from  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  firft  landed  there,  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 
This  was  granted  to  Nathaniel  Clark,  who  had  been  fecre- 
t^ry  of  that  colony,  and  was  afterwards  of  Sir  Edmund’s 
council, and  one  of  his  greateft  tools  *.  Randolph  petitioned 
for  half  an  acre  of  land,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  common  in 
Bofton,  for  a  houfe  lot.  The  anfwer  given  to  it  does  not 
^appear.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  adminiftration,  petitions 
multiplied  greatly,  and  property  became  every  day  more 
and  more  precarious  f.  This  was  not  the  only  ihvafion  of 

their 


fC 

tc 

C( 

<c 


*  “  Awful  and  confiderable  changes  have  attended  poor  Pli- 
6(  month  Imce  your  departure  from  the  Gurnet,  by  reafon  of  the 
“  motions  about  Clark’s  iiland.  The  committee  chofen  about  that 
4<  affair  were  at  fo  much  charge  as  neceffitated  our  people  to  engage, 
by  frje  and  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  to  reimburse  them,  and  to 
16  vote  the  fecuring  fome  lands  till  the  money  was  paid  to  them. 
4<  For  this,  Lorkin  tetches  the  committee  with  a  writ,  charging 
that  they  had  refolved  and  railed  money  upon  his  Maj city’s  fub- 
jefts  contrary  to  law,  and  the  town-clerk,  godly  deacon  Fance, 
for  calling  for  the  vote,  and  Mr,  Wifwall,  for  writing  the  pa¬ 
per,  paid  three  pounds  feven  Ihillings  each,  befides  expen ces, 
“  and  all  nine  are  bound  over  to  the  fuperior  court  at  Bolton, 
(<  where  they  are  like  to  be  considerably  fined,  befides  all  colts 
lc  of  court,”  ScC.  j.  Cotton' s  letter  to  Mather,  Plimouth,  ‘July  g, 
1688. 


f  I  find  the  following  letter  on  this  fubjeft,  from  the  Lite  governor 
to  a  perfon  of  note.  ...  *  % 

“  Honoured  Sir,  •  . 

li  I  have  been  fo  interrupted  fince  you  was  here,  that  I  have 
not  begun  any  matter  of  argument  to  prove  our  right  and  title  to 
our  lands,  nor  can  it  well  be  done,  until  all -their  objections  be 
known,  nor  do  I  think  I  can  add  any  thing  which  is  not  in  your 
'Own  thoughts.  The  brief  heads  that  are  in  my  prefent  thoughts 

are 
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their  property.  The  governor,  with  four  or  five  of  his  1687 
council,  laid  what  taxes  they  thought  proper.  This  the 
people  complained  of  as  their  greateft  grievance.  They 
thought  themfelves  intitled  to  the  liberties  and  immunities 
of  free  and  natural  born  Englifh  fubjects,  and  that  confe- 
quently  .no  monies  ought  to  be  raifed  from  them  but  by 

,  £.t  P  fu  ..;■>/  (  d  t  '  Mdl 

are  as  followeth.  ill.  The  grant  of. the  council  of  Plimouth  to  the 
fix  gentlemen  and  their  aftociates.  2dly.  The  King’s  confirmation 
to  them  and  twenty  more,  and  their  afligns,  impowering  them, 
in  general  court,  to  difpofe  of  the  lands  to  the  befl  advantage  of 
the  people  and  plantation,  which  we  have  done,  and  know  not 
how  to  do  it  better,  if  it  was  to  be  done  again.  A  fecond  right  and 
title  is  our  purchafe  from  the  Indians  of  their  right,  which  certainly 
was  fomething.  3  dly.  Our  pofieflion  and  improvement  for  almoil 
fixty  years.  “If  this  will  not  give  right  to  land  in  a  wildernefs,  where 
neither  the  King  nor  any  Chriltian  had  ever  any  property,  I  know 
not  what  will.  The  only  objection  infilled  upon,  that  I  hear  of,  is 
that  our  lands  were  not  granted  under  the  feal  of  the  company. 

Anf.  Nor  was  it  necefiary  that  fo  it  fhould  be.  ill.  Our  patent  doth 
not  require  it,  but  leaves  the  manner  of  difpofing  to  our  liberty ; 
nor  is  there  any  law  of  England  that  requires  us  here,  in  this  cafe, 
to  grant  lands  under  the  feal  of  the  company,  nor  is  it  necefiary  for 
proprietors  of  lands  in  England  fo  to  do.  It  is  true,  where  land  is 
conveyed  by  deed,  a  feal  is  eftential ;  but  it  may  be  done  as  well  by 
livery  and  feifin,  without  deed  or  other  writing,  as  the  law  books 
tell  us:  and  copyholders  in  England  have  no  other  evidence  for 
their  lands  but  the  court  roll,  or  a  copy  of  it.  When  William  the 
conqueror  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  land,  he  gave  a  great  part  of 
it  to  his  nobles  and  followers,  but  without  any  feal,  for  there  was 
none  ufed  in  England  many  fcores  if  not  hundreds  of  years  after, 
which  ihews  it  is  no  ftrange  thing  to  convey  land  without  feal.  And 
if  there  ihould  have  been  an  error  or  omifiion,  yet  leeing  the  grantor 
and  grantees  judged  it  good,  and  relied  fatisfied  therein,  who  (hall 
queltion  it,  or  hath  any  thing  to  do  with  it?  I  am. 

Sir,  your  willing  fervant  in  what  may, 

S.  B  ” 

In  point  of  equity.  Our  great  fulferings,  firft  and  laft,  and  lofs 
of  fo  many  lives  to  maintain  our  own  right  and  the  King’s  intereft, 
and  the  vail  charge  we  have  been  ac  in  private  and  public  huijdt^gs 
and  improvements,  ought  to  have  a  juft  confideration.  ^Vouid  it 
not  feern  a  ftrange  thing,  that  a  piece  of  ground  in  the  wildernefs, 
not  worth  five  fhillir.gs*  but  by  buildings,  &c.  worth  five  hundred, 
pounds,  ihould  become  the  King’s,  I  know  not  how.  vVo  may  be 
fure  fo  jult  a  prince  will  never  allow  it.” 

their 
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1 68 7 their  reprefentatives.  They  had  no  hopes  of  a  reftitutiori 
of  their  charter  privileges  in  general  •,  but  they  hoped  thar* 
even  under  fo  arbitrary  a  prince,  they  fhould  be  allowed  a 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  This  was  among  the  firft  things 
they  applied  for.  King  James  allured  their  agent,  he 
would  take  as  much  care  of  New  as  of  Old  England,  and 
no  doubt  he  intended  to  bring  his  fubjedts,  in  both,  under 
the  fame  regulation.  The  charges  of  government,  over 
and  above  the  fees  of  the  feveral  officers,  were  not  ex- 
ceffive.  Under  the  charter,  the  falaries  were  below  the 
dignity  of  the  offices,  the  higheft  allowance  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  What 
falary  Sir  Edmund  received  does  not  appear.  The  fecond 
year  of  his  adminiftration,  the  public  charge  was  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  a  war  with  the  Indians.  There  was  a  general  fub- 
million  to  the  taxes,  and  the  affeffments  were  proportioned 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  by  officers  chofen  by 
themfelves.  It  is  probable,  this  was  the  reafon  of  conti¬ 
nuing  to  the  towns  fome  of  their  privileges.  Every  town 
was  fuffered  to  meet  once  a  year  to  choofe  their  officers ; 
but  all  meetings  at  other  times,  or  for  other  purpofes,  were 
ftridtly  forbidden.  An  intire  new  model  of  government  was 
intended,  but  there  was  not  time  to  perfedt  it.  There  are 
minutes  of  a  great  number  of  bills,  paffed  the  council  and 
approved  by  the  governor,  but  the  bills  themfelves  are  loft. 
The  old  laws  of  the  colony  feem  to  have  continued  the 
rule  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  except  where  they 
were  fuperfeded  by  any  new  edidts.  Mr.  Dudley  and 
Mr.  Stoughton  were  two  of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior 
court,  and  neither  of  them  difpofed  to  go  to  the  extremes 

*  fC  Let  me  advife  not  to  reprefent  any  thing  by  wav  of  complaint 
to  his  Majdly  ;  for  that,  I  fear,  will  do  us  more  hurt  than  good. 
My  letter  by  Belcher  may  be  of  ufe,  to  fhew  our  friends  why  we 
fupplicate  his  Majefty  to  confirm  us  in  our  poffeffions,  and  to 
grant  us  the  fame  privileges  which  other  of  his  plantations  are 
not  denied,  viz.  a  genefal  alFembly,  without  which  our  condition 
is  Hr  tie  inferior  to  abfolute  ilaverv.”  Danfsrtb  to  Novell,  nd 
Ofi.  83. 

which 
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which  fome  others  of  the  council  wifhed  for*.  The  law  1687 
proceedings  were  more  formal  than  they  had  been. 

The  monies,  applied  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians,  amounted  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
pounds  fterlingper  annum,  which  continued  to  be  intruded 
with  fome  of  the  old  magiftrates  and  minifters.  Mr.Boylef, 
who  had  been  long  governor  of  the  corporation  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  a  very  moderate  churchman,  and  moft  of  the 
members  were  diflenters,  or  favourers  of  the  caufe.  The 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury  promifed  Randolph  J  that  a  com- 
miffion  fhould  be  directed  to  fome  perfons  to  audit  and 
report  the  accounts  of  that  money.  The  legality  of  fuch 
a  commiffion,  it  being  contrary  to  the  charter  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  might  have  been  queftioned,  perhaps,  with  as  good 
reafon  as  the  legality  of  the  royal  order,  which  his  grace 
and  the  fix  bilhops  foon  after  very  juftly  refufed  to  obey. 

One  would  think,  that  merely  a  difference  of  place  fhould 
not  make  the  fame  meafure,  towards  Englifh  fubjedls,  ap¬ 
pear  reafonable  in  the  one  cafe,  and  abitrary  and  opprefiive 

*  “  His  excellency  tries  all  ways  t-o  bring  the  people  to  quit  rents. 

“  - A  little  time  will  try  what  our  new  judges,  Dudley  and  Stough- 

ton,  will  fay,  when  either  Indian  purchafes,  or  grants  from  the 
general  court  are  queftioned  before  them/’  Randolph's  letter  ts 
Po*V'y,  May  21,  1 68  7. 

t  Mr.  Boyle  died  in  1692,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Thompfon 
J  “  The  poor  Indians  (thofe  who  are  called  minifters)  come  and 
**  complain  to  Mr.  Radclifte,  our  minifter,  that  they  have  nothing 
€S  allowed  them.  We  have  fpoken  to  the  commiftioners  to  have 
“  fome  allowance  for  them.  All  we  can  get  is  the  promife  of  a 
“  coarfe  coat  againft  winter ;  and  they  would  not  fuffer  Aaron,  an 
“  Indian  preacher,  who  can  read  Englifh  very  well,  to  have  a 
**  bible  with  the  common  prayer  in  it,  but  took  it  away  from  him. 

“  I  humbly  prefume  to  remind  your  grace  of  your  promife  to  me 
“  when  in  England,  that  a  commiffion  fhould  be  dire&ed  to  fome 
“  perfons  here,  unconcerned,  to  audit  and  report  their  accounts  of 
“  that  money.  We  want  good  fchoolmafters,  none  here  being 
“  allowed  of  but  of  ill  principles.  The  money  now  converted  unto 
*  private  or  worfe  ufes,  will  be  fuffici'ent  to  fet  up’ good  and  public 
“  fchools,  and  provide  a  maintenance  f<Jr  our  minifter,  who  now 
“  lives  upon  a  fmall  contribution.  We  are  yet  forced  to  meet  \ 

“  in  his  own  houfe.”  Rand .  Qdlob*  28,  x 686.  to  Archbijhop  of  J 
Canterbury , 

in 
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1687111  the  other.  The  archbifhop  either  altered  his  fentiments, 
or  was  diverted  by  greater  affairs  from  purfuing  his  defign. 
lG8$  The  Indians  upon  the  frontiers,  in  the  fummer  of  1688, 
renewed  their  hostilities.  A  garrifon  had  been  kept  at 
Pemaquid,  blit  it  was  no  fecurity  to  the  fcatcered  fectle- 
ments  upon  the  frontiers.  The  governor,  from  a  preju¬ 
dice  againft  the  late  adminiftration,  by  whom,  without 
fufficient  grounds  for  it,  he  fuppofed  the  Indians  had 
been  treated  with  too  great  feverity,  if  not  injuftice, 
refolved  to  try  mild  meafures,  and  endeavour  to  win 
them  by  good  words  and  fmall  courtefies.  Randolph, 
writes  to  William  Penn,  Nov.  9,  1688,  tc  This  barba- 
14  rous  people,  the  Indians,  were  never  civilly  treated 
u  by  the  late  government,  who  made  it  their  bufinefs  to 
<c  encroach  upon  their  lands,  and  by  degrees  to  drive 
“  them  out  of  all.  That  was  the  grounds  and  the  be- 
€i  ginning  of  the  laft  war.  His  excellency  has  all  along 
(t  taken  other  meafures  with  them.  I  hope  the  proclama- 
<c  tion  and  the  Indians  confidence  in  the  governor’s  favor 
€i  to  fuch  as  fhall  fubmit,  may  put  a  flop  to  their  prefent 
rage.3*  Caftine,  a  Frenchman,  who  lived  among  the 
Indians  at  Penobfcot,  made  profeffion  of  friendfhip  to  the 
Englifh  *,  but  was  fufpefted  to  be  a  falfe  friend,  and  to 
ftir  up  the  Indians  againft  them.  His  trading-houfe  was 
>lundered  this  year,  whilft  he  was  abfent  from  it,  which 
le  rightly  charged  upon  the  Englifh.  The  Indians  in¬ 
formed  fome  of  their  captives  that  Caftine  furnifhed  every 
Indian  who  engaged  againft  the  Englifh  with  a  pound  of 
powder,  two  pounds  of  lead,  and  a  quantity  of  tobaccp. 
Some  cattle,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  North  Yar¬ 
mouth,  having  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  a  juftice  of 

peace,' - Blackman,  feized  a  party  of  18  or  20  Indians 

at  or  near  Saco.  Rcprifals  were  made  the  5th  Sept,  and 
one  Henry  Smith  and  his  family  taken  at  New  Dartmouth  ; 
and  the  next  day  Edward  Taylor  and  his  family  were 
taken  from  the  fame  place,  and  all  carried  to  Taconnett,  up 
Kenebeck  river,  where  they  found  nine  captives  taken  from 

the  lower  parts  of  the  river.  The  Indians  killed  divers 

of 
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of  thefe  captives  in  their  frolicks,'  as  appears  by  Smith’s 
examination,  who  made  his  efcape  from  them  *.  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  wasthen  at  New-Yorkf.  Upon  his  return  to  Bottom 
he  ordered  the  Indians,  which  Blackman  had  feized,  to  be 
releafed.  The  Indians  returned  feveral  Englilh.  captives  in 
exchange.  The  20th  of  October  he  publifned  a  proclama¬ 
tion  commanding  the  Indians  to  fetat  liberty  his  Majefty’s 
fubjeCts,  lately  taken  by  them,  and  that  fuch  Indians,  as 
had  been  actually  concerned  in  the  murder  of  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjeCts,  fhould  lurrender  themfelves  by  the 
1  irh  of  November,  to  anfwer  for  their  crimes,  or  other- 
wife  be  purfued  and  proceeded  againft  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
verity  ;  and  all  that  were  innocent  were  allowed  to  live 
near  the  Englilh  towns  if  they  defired  it,  and  all  perfons 
were  to  take  notice  and  conform  themfelves  accordingly* 
The  Indians  treated  the  proclamation  with  contempt.  The 
Englilh,  being  laid  under  reftraint,  were  mere  unfafe  than 
if  war  had  been  publicly  declared. 

The  people  in  general,  as  has  been  obferved,  were  pa¬ 
tient  under  the  new  government.  Thereare  a  few  inftances 
of  proiecution  for  contempt  of,  or  oppofition  to,  the  au¬ 
thority.  One  John  Gold  of  Topsfield  was  tried  and  con¬ 
victed,  by  verdiCt  of  a  jury,  of  treafonable  words,  what 
they  were  is  not  mentioned,  and  fined  fifty  pounds,  &c. 
Mr.  Appleton  of  lpfwich,  who  had  been  an  affiftant,  and 
Mr.  Wife  the  minifter  of  that  town,  were  imprifoned  t. 


IVIr.  Neaie  fuppofes  the  frit  blood  to  be  Ihcd,  afterwards,  at 
North-' Yarmouth., 

f  Malon,  one  of  his  council,  died,  in  the  journey  to  York  with 
Sir  Edmund,  at  Efopus. 

tm  This  was  the  punifhment  for  remonftrating,  in  an  addrefs, 
againft  the  taxes  as  a  heavy  grievance,  fuch  an  addrefs  being  pre- 
terred  about  this  time.  The  feleftmen  of  lpfwich  voted,  <£  'That 
inafmuch  as  it  is  againft  the  privilege  of  Englilh  fubjedts  to  have 
money  raifed,  without  their  own  confent  in  an  aftembly  or  par¬ 
liament,  therefore  they  will  petition  the  King,  for  liberty  of  an 
aftembly,  before  they  make  any  rates. ”  Sir  Edmund  caufed  them 
to  be  imprifoned  and  fined,  fome  20,  fome  30,  and  fome  50I.  as  the 
judges,  by  him  inftru&ed,  fhould  fee  meet  to  determine.  Nar- 
r a ti^ve  of  ]S  if;- England  miferies ,  &c. 

A  a  Mr, 
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,b8S  ^'r-  Wife,  after  the  revolution,  brought  an  aftion  again! 
Mr.  Dudley,  chief  judge,  for  denying  him  the  benefit  o 
tie  habeas  corpus  aft.  Mr.  Mather,  one  of  the  mimfter 
of  Bofton,  had  been  a  very  active  perfon  in  diffuading  fron 
the  furrender  of  the  charter,  and  pubiifhed  reafons  againf 
it.  Randolph  frequently  mentions  him,  in  his  letters,  as . 
fadtious  penon.  He  behaved  with  lo  much  prudence,  a 
to  give  no  room  to  take  hold  of  any  part  of  his  conduct 
A  forged  letter  was  therefore  forwarded,  in  his  name,  b1 
way  of  Barbados,  directed  to  a  per;on  in  Amfterdam,  bu 
intercepted  and  fhewn  by  Randolph  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins 
who  was  relieved  upon  in  the  letter.  There  were  man' 
paffages  in  favor  of  Fergufon,  Lord  Shaftfbury,  Oates, &c 
aU  which  muft  have  made  the  writer  obnoxious  to  th< 
King  and  his  minifters,  and  raifed  a  prejudice  againft  th< 
country.  Sir  Lionel  either  fufpedted  the  forgery,  o 
treated  the  tiling  with  contempt,  afking  whether  it  wa 
that  ftar-gazer *  wrote  it,  fo  that  Randolph  miffed  his  aim 
Mr.  Mather,  two  or  three  years  after,  being  informed  o 
the  danger  he  had  been  in,  exculpated  himfelf  in  a  lette 
to  a  friend,  and  charged  the  forgery  upon  Randolph  or  hi 
brother.  1  his  letter  coming  to  Randolph’s  knowledge 
he  brought  an  adtion  ot  defamation  againft  Mr.  Mather 
and  laid  his  damage  at  five  hundred  pounds.  The  jur1 
gave  the  defendant  cofts.  But  Randolph,  I  know  not  how 
was  bringing  a  new  action  lor  the  fame  defamation.  Mr 
Mather  s  friends  advifing  him  of  it,  he  kept  concealed  t< 
avoid  the  fervice  of  the  writ.  About  this  time,  fome  o 
the  principal  men  of  the  colony  flattered  themfelves,  tba 
they  might  obtain  a  partial  relief,  by  a  reprefentation  o 
their  grievances  to  the  King,  and  Mr.  Mather  was  though 
a  proper  perfon  to  be  their  agent  or  rneflenger,  and  he  em 
barked  in  the  night  and  in  difguife,  The  krviceofRan 
dolph’s  writ  would  have  prevented  his  voyage'}'.’ 

Mr.  Mather  had  j ull  before  pubiifhed  adifcou  fe  upon  comets, 
t  Mr.  Mather  failed  in  April  1 683.  Some  of  his  church  carrie 
h'm  aloard  in  the  night  in  difguife. 

Ther 
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There  fcems  to  have  been  but  little  room  to  hopei£>88 
for  fuccefs.  King  James  was  making  daily  advances  to¬ 
wards  defpotifm  in  England.  It  was  not  likely  that  he 
fhould  confent  to  any  degree  of*  liberty  in  the  colonies. 

Sir  Edmund  knew  too  well  the  difpofmon  of  his  mafter, 
to  give  himfelf  any  concern  about  the  complaints  preferred 
againit  him.  There  were  two  perfons  in  London  at  that 
time,  who  had  been  a (n (bants  under  the  charter,  Samuel 
Nowel  and  Ehfha  HutcHinfon.  They  joined  with  Mr. 
Mather  in  a  remonttrance  to  the  King.  One  of  the  new 
council,  Richard  Wharton,  fenhbie  of  the  diftrefies  of  the 
country,  concurred  with  the  others  alfo,  as  appears  by  his 
letters,  but  all  was  to  no  purpofe.  At  firft  indeed  a  report 
was  agreed  upon,  by  the  committee  for  foreign  plantations, 
in  which  an  aifembJy  w  as  mentioned,  but  Lord  Sunderland 
ftruck  out  that  claufe,  with  his  own  hand,  before  the  re¬ 
port  wTas  preferred*.  The  inhabitants  ot  Cambridge 
made  a  particular  application^*,  and  Mr.  Hinkley,  the  late 

governor 

*  Narrative  of  miferies,  See. 

f  Cambridge  addrefs  was  in  the  following  words. 

44  To  the  King’s  mod  excellent  Majefty, 

44  The  petition  and  addrefs  of  John  Gibfon,  aged  about  87,  and 
“  George  Willow,  aged  86  y ;ars,  as  alfo  on  behalf  of  their  neigh- 
“  hours  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  in  New-England,  in  moll 
44  humble  wife  fheweth, 

44  That  your  Majefty’s  good  fubje£ls,  with  much  hard  labour 
44  and  great  dilburfements,  have  fubdued  a  wildernefs,  built  our 
44  houfes,  and  planted  orchards,  being  encouraged  by  our  indubi- 
44  table  right  to  the  foil,  by  the  royal  charter  granted  unto  the 
44  hrft  planters,  together  with  our  firft  purchafe  of  the  natives,  as 
“  alfo,  bv  fundry  letters  and  declarations  fent  to  the  late  governcr 
44  and  company,  from  his  late  Majefty  your  royal  brother,  aftining 
44  us  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  properties  and  pofteftions,  as 
44  is,  more  efpecially,  contained  in  the  declaration  fent  when  the 
44  quo  warranto  was  ilfued  out  againft  our  charter.  But  we  are 
44  neceflitated  to  make  this  our  moan  and  complaint  to  your  ex- 
44  cellent  Majefty,  for  that  our  title  is  now  queftioned  to  our 
44  lands,  by  us  quietly  poft'efted  for  near  60  years,  find  without  which 
44  we  cannot  fublift.  Our  huifible  addrefs  to  our  governor  Sir 
44  Edmund  Andros,  {hewing  our  juft  title,  long  and  peaceable 
44  polfcffion,  together  with  cur  claim  of  the  benefit  of  your  Ma- 
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1688  governor  of  Plimouth  petitioned  in  behalf  of  that  colony. 

The  fum  of  the  application  made  by  the  agents  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  heads,  viz. 

That  his  Majefty’s  fubjects  in  New*England  may 
be  quieted  in  the  pofleflion  of  all  property  both  in  houfes 
and  lands,  as  they  enjoyed  them,  before  the  government 
was  changed,  on  the  24th  May  1686,  and  that  the 
ancient  records  there  fettled  for  title  of  lands  may  be 
<c  confirmed. 

U/  That  there  be  liberty  of  confcience  in  matters  of 
religion,  that  their  former  methods  of  iwearing  in 
“  giving  evidence  may  be  allowed,  and  that  all  Their 
meeting-houfes  may  be  left  free  to  them,  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  builders  thereof. 

44  That  no  laws  may  be  made  nor  monies  raifed  there 
without  the  confent  of  a  general  affembiy,  as  it  is  in  the 
other  plantations. 

I  hat  all  townfliips  may  have  liberty  to  affemble 
and  manage  the  bufineis  of  their  feveral  precindts,  as 
under  the  former  government,  and  have  power  to  re- 
ceive  and  difpofeof  all  voluntary  contributions. 

I  hat  the  college  at  Cambridge  in  New-England 
cc  the  revenues  thereunto  belonging,  be  confirmed  in  the 
cc  hands  of  a  prefident  ancf  fellows  as  formerly.5* 

This  application  meeting  with  no  fuccefs,  the  agents 
preferred  the  following  petition. 

jelly  s  letters  and  declarations,  alluring  all  your  good  fubjefts 
that  they  fhall  not  be  molefled  in  their  properties  and  pofTef- 
fions,  not  availing. 

Royal  Sir.  We  are  a  poor  people,  and  have  no  way  to  pro¬ 
cure  money  to  defend  our  caufe  in  the  law,  nor  know  we  of 
friends  at  court,  and  therefore  unto  your  royal  Majelty,  as  the 
publick  father  of  all  your  fubjefts,  do  we  make  this  our  humble 
addrels  for  relief,  beleeching  your  Majefty  gracioufly  to  pafs 
“  your  royal  aft,  for  the  confirmation  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjefts 
“  here  in  our  pofTeffions,  to  us  derived  from  our  late  governor  and 
€e  company  of  this  your  Majefty’s  colony.  We  now  humbly  call: 
ourfelves  and  the  diilrefied  condition  of  our  wives  and  children 
at  your  Majefly’s  feet,  and  conclude  with  that  faying  of  Queen 

Hllher,  if  we  perifh,  we  perifh.”  Narrative  cfN,  E.  mi  fir  us. 

\ 
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“  To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Committee  for  1679 
cc  trade  and  plantations. 

“  The  humble  petition  of  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel 
“  Nowell,  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  fheweth, 

<c  That  fince  your  Lordfhips  feem  to  be  of  opinion, 
u  that  his  Majedy  will  not  at  prefent  grant  an  affembly  to 
“  be  held  within  his  dominion  of  New-England,  for  the 
“  making  of  laws  or  raifing  of  money,  the  petitioners 
“  humbly  conceive,  that  it  will  be  much  for  his  Majedy’s 
fervice  and  the  peaceable  government  of  his  fubjefts 
cc  there,  that,  until  his  Majefly  fnall  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  grant  an  affembly,  the  council  fhould  confift  of  fuch 
cc  perfons  as  (hall  be  conflderable  proprietors  of  lands 
within  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  and  that,  the  counties 
“  being  continued  as  at  prefent,  each  county  may  have 
one,  at  lead,  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  to  be 
members  thereof.  And  that  no  adts  may  pafs  for  law 
<c  but  fuch  as  have  or  fhall  be  voted  by  the  manifed  con- 
cc  fent  of  the  major  part  of  the  council.  And  that  all  laws 
“  fo  made  may,  by  printing,  be  publifhed  for  the  general 
4C  inftrudtion  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

c*  Your  petitioners  therefore  mod  humbly  pray,  that  your 
46  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed  favorably  to  report  the  fame 
to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  diredtion  and  order  there- 
“  in,  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  fhall  pray,&c.” 

However  modeft  thefe  defires  may  appear  to  us,  at 
this  day,  who  are  in  the  pofTeffion  of  fuch  ample  privi-  . 
leges,  yet  they  could  not  prevail  in  the  reign  of  King 
James.  The  felicitations  in  England  had  not  the  lead  in¬ 
fluence  upon  meafures  in  New-England  *. 

Writs  of  intrufion  were  brought  againd  feme  of  the 
principal  perfons  in  the  colony,  who  refufed  to  petition 
for  patents.  Col.  Shrimpton  hired  Deer-ifland  of  the  town 
of  Bodon,  the  rent  was  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
a  fchool.  An  adtion  was  commenced  for  recovering 

*  June  21,  1688,  Randolph  writes,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that 
they  were  as  abitrary  as  the  great  T ark. 
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x6S8  poiTeffion*.  Refides  the  rea!  opprefTions  from  this  arbitrary 
adminiftration,  many  groundlefs  jealoufies  were  raided, 
which  increafed  the  terror  of  the  people.  Caftine,  it  was 
intimated,  was  robbed  with  the  privity  of  the  authority,  in 
order  to  incenfe  the  French  and  Indians  "f.  Upon  the  firft 
inlurre&ion  of  the  Indians,  the  inhabitants  began  to  for  ify 
and  garrifon  their  houfes.  Sir  Edmund  ordered  th  m  to 
defift.  An  Indian  who  came  in  to  Sudbury,  affirmed  to 
the  people  there,  that  the  Indians  understood,  from  the 
governor,  that  the  French  and  Irifli  would  take  poiTeffion 
of  Bofto'n  in  the  fpring  A  Penicook  Indian  affirmed,  that 
the  Maquas  or  Mohawks  had  fent  a  meflenger  to  inform 
the  Penicook  tribe,  that  Sir  Edmund  had  hired  them  to' 
fight  againft  the  Englidi,  Thefe  idle  ftories  were  fpread 
about  the  country.  The  Mohawks,  it  is  true,  made  peace 
with  the  French,  under  the  influence  of  Sir  Edmund. 
The  clofe  connection  between  the  courts  of  England  and 
France  at  this  time  well  accounts  for  it. 

The  Indians  neglected  to  comply  with  the  governor’s 
order  to  deliver  up  the  murderers.  They  continued 
their  hoftilities,  he,  thereupon,  railed  a  fmall  army  of 
feven  or  eight  hundred  menj,  and,  in  the  beginning  of 
November,  marched  at  the  head  of  them,  through  frofl: 
and  fnow,  into  the  eaftern  country.  This  meafure  was 

'*  Befides  the  general  exception  to  all  titles,  that  they  were  de¬ 
rived  from  a  grantor  which  had  no  title,  in  the  cafe  of  towns  there 
was  this  farther,  that  they  were  not  capable  of  taking  any  eftate. 

f  Sir  Edmund  had  given  orders  to  Pipon,  commander  of  the  fort 
at  Pemaquid,  to  range  the  coal}:  as  far  as  St.  Croix.  This  appears 
by  a!  etter  from  Pipon  to  the  governor,  and  the  whole  was  included 
in  Sir  Edmund’s  commiffion.  But  Dr.  Mather  gives  this  rea- 
fcn  for  doing  it  at  this  time.  cc  A  parcel  of  French  wines  had  been 
Adzed  at  the  eaflward,  and  at  the  inflance  of  the  French  ambaf- 
fador,  an  order  had  been  obtained  to  feftore  them.  A  new  line 
was  Aippofed  to  be  then  made  for  the  province  to  evade  the  order. 
This  line  took  in  Caftine’s  country.  He  thereupon  fled,  and  his 
arms  and  goods  were  brought  to  Pemaquid.  And  this  brought 
on  the  war. 

X  Thefe  men  were  imprefled  into  the  fervice.  Under  the  charter, 
this  had  been  the  ufual  wav  of  raifmg  men.  This  is  the  reafon  we 
do  not  meet  with  it  among  the  grievances. 
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univerfally  condemned,  the  men  were  expofed  to  extreme  168? 
hardfhips,  without  any  profpedt  of  fervice,  the  Indians 
taking  care  to  keep  out  of  their  reach.  Some  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  charged  him  with  a  defign  to  ftarve  or  freeze  the 
men,  but  other  perfons,  who  were  more  candid,  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  readily  took  to  himfelf  his  full  fhare  of  the 
hardfhips  of  the  campaign,  and  that  he  was  a  kind  and 
good  general  to  the  men  under  his  command:  Notwith- 
ftanding  his  care,  many  died  with  hardfhips,  more,  it  was 
thought,  than  the  whole  number  of  Indians  at  that  time 
in  hoftility.  Not  one  Indian  was  killed.  They  all  fled  into 
their  more  remote  dens,  where  they  remained  the  wlioie 
winter.  Befides  the  fort  at  Pemaquid,  Sir  Edmund  built 
a  fort  at  Pejypfcot  falls,  and  another  at  Sheepfcote,  and 
placed  garrifons  in  them,  and,  upon  his  return  to  Bofton, 
left  the  command  of  the  country  with  Anthony  Brock- 
holt,  one  of  his  council  and  favorites. 

In  the  fummerof  1 68 8  *,  the  governor  received  a  new 
ccmmifiion,  which  was  publifhed,  with  great  parade,  from 
the  balcony  of  the  town-houfe'f'.  And  loon  al  ter,  he  re- 

i 

*  Several  letters  mention  the  arrival  from  England,  about  this 
time,  of  .John  Palmer,  who  had  been  of  Sir  Edmund’s  council, 
both  in  New-England  and  New-Yurk,  with  a  commiffion  or  ap¬ 
pointment  for  chief  judge  of  the  fupreme  court. 

f  New- York  was  included  in  this  commiffion.  *  He  went  thither 
foon  after.  Mr.  Smith  fuppofes  Dongan  to  have  continued  until 
the  revolution.  His  commiffion  was  undoubtedly  fupeifcdcd  by 
this  new  commiffion  to  Andros  ;  who  took  the  adminiflration  upon 
him  in  the  fummer  of  1688.  Mr.  Blaithwait  writes  to  Randolph, 

March  11,  1687-8,  “  Sir,  I  am  to  thank  you  for  your’s  of  the 

23d  of  November,  and  would  not  fail  to  anlwer  the  chiel  parti¬ 
culars.  If  the  union  of  all  New-England  under  one  governor  be 
acceptable  on  your  fide  the  water,  what  will  the  joining  and  an¬ 
nexing  to  the  fame  governmenment  be,  of  all  the  Englilh  terri¬ 
tories  in  America,  from  Delaware-bay  to  Nova -Scotia.  This  js 
already  determined  bv  his  Majefty,  and  a  commiffion  ism  hand, 
conflicting  Sir  Edmund  Andros  governor  alfo  of  New- York,  as 
united  to  New-England.  And  for  the  two  Jerfeys,  fare  facias  s 
are  expediting  towards  their  union.  This,  befides  ot  lei  at  \  an 
tages,  will  be  terrible  to  the  French,  and  make  them  proceed  with 
more  caution  than  they  have  lately  done.  * 
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received  the  joyful  news  of  the  birch  of  a  prince,  and  or- 

The  f,f  ^rntra  ^ianklgiving  through  his  government. 
The  fufpicions  concerning  this  birth,  were  tranlmitted  with 
the  news, and  very  eafily  received  by  thepeople  in  general*. 
i6S9  During  the  winter  of  88,  there  was  no  accounfreceived 
m  New- England  of  the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
Something  tranfpired  by  way  of  Virginia,  as  the  fprina 
opened  The  rumour  brought  the  governor  from  Pema° 
quid  to  Boiton.  Soon  alter  his  arrival,  viz  Anril  r6rh 
he  writes  to  Brockholt.  »  There’s  a  geneial  buzziid 
•  among  thepeople,  great  with  expectation  of  their  old 

*  There  was  {pedal  command  given  to  the  minifters.  The  pro¬ 
clamation  aud  order  were  as  follows.  -  1 

44  By  Ids  Excellency, 

-  A  proc' amotion  for  a  general  thankfgiving  for  her  Majefty’s. 

being  {a fay,  delivered  of  a  Prince. 

;d£AH-REA/d  har,.rtCeiVed,  ccrtain  ^formation  of  her  Ma- 

ufl  bunI  Mfy  de  ,v?rca  of  a  Prince.  which  bein'*  a  arm 
bie fling  bellowed  on  their  Majefties  and  all  his  Majrfly’s  do- 

mtmor.s,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do,  with  the  advice  of 

th*.  council,  order  tnat  there  be  a  general  thmkfgiving  for  the 

fame,  to  be  obferved  within  the  city  of  New- York  and  dependencies 

on  Sunday  the  fecond  day  of  September  next  coming,  and  fourteen 

days  after  m  all  other  parts  of  this  dominion.  Of  which,  all  nn- 

nifters,  officers,  and  perfons,  are  to  take  notice  and  conform  them, 

felves  accordingly.  Given  at  New- York,  the  four  and  twentieth 

Dom°f  t  68fft’  “  fourth  year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign,  annoq; 

“  TBy  ^  Excellency’s  command,  E.  Andros. 

John  west,  D.  fecr’y.  God  fare  the  Kin <r. 

tC  V era copia,  Benj.  Bullivant.” 

<£  Suffolk,  fs,  7  rr  , , 

New-Eriffland.  V  i0  -  *  ^0{:!:Sn  Mather,  raimfbr  In  Bofton. 

,  "  h.ls  MaJefty’s  name,  you  are  hereby  required  to  caufe  the 
above- written  proclamation  to  be  publickly  read  in  the  con  art 
tion,  on  the  next  Lord’s  day  after  you  fhall  receive  it,  and  that  you 
co  then  and  there  publickly  ftrr  up  your  hearers  to  the  folenm  work 
of  the  day,  as  is  required  by  the  fame,  and  hereof  you  are  not  to 
faiL  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  at  Belton,  the  £rft  day  of 
September,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  ‘Majefty’s  reign*  Kino 
j  a  roes  the  fecond,  of  Entr-iand,  &c.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
il6  88a  < 

-Benj.  B u l l i v a n  r 
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charter,  or  they  know  not  what ;  hope,  that  all  magif-  1689 
traces  and  officers  will  be  careful  not  to  be  wanting  in 
their  duty,  and  particularly  truft,  that  the  foldiers  be  in 
good  order,  and  diligent  to  avoid  furprize,  and  fee  they 
have  provifions  fitting  duly  ferved  out,  and,  if  occafion, 
more  than  the  ordinary  allowanced’  &c. — A  few  days 
before,  one  Mr.  Window  came  from  Virginia,  and  brought 
a  printed  copy  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  declaration. 
Upon  his  arrival  he  was  imprifoned  by  Juftice  Foxcroft 
and  others,  “  for  bringing  a  traiterous  and  treasonable  libel 
into  the  country,’5  as  the  mittimus  exprcfled  it.  W inflow 
offered  two  thoufand  pounds  bail,  but  it  could  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  A  proclamation  was  iffued,  charging  all  officers 
and  people  to  be  in  readinels  to  hinder  the  landing  of  any 
forces  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  might  fend  into  thole 
parts  of  the  world.  The  old  magiftrates  and  heads  of  the 
people  filently  wifhed,  and  lecretly  prayed,  for  iuccefs  to 
tjae  glorious  undertaking,  and  determined  quietly  to  wait 
t  ie  event.  The  body  of  the  people  were  more  impatient. 

The  flame,  which  had  been  long  fmothered  in  their 
breads,  burft  forth  with  violence,  Thurfday  the  iSth  of 
April,  when  the  governor  and  Inch  of  the  council  as  had 
been  mod  a6tive,  and  other  obnoxious  perfons,  about  fifty 
in  the  whole,  were  feized  and  confined,  and  the  old  ma¬ 
giftrates  were  reinftated.  This  was  certainly  a  rafh  pre¬ 
cipitate  proceeding.  Little  or  no  inconvenience  could  arile 
from  a  few  days  delay.  The  revolution  in  England  could 
not,  at  any  time,  have  been  effected  without  rifque  to  all 
perfons  there  who  moved  in  it.  Their  lives  depended  on 
the  iuccefs  of  the  attempt.  But  the  fate  of  New-England 
depended  upon  that  of  Old.  If  the  Prince  fucceeded,  they 
might  have  affumed  the  government  without  any  hazard. 

If  he  failed,  had  they  remained  quiet,  they  would  have 
been  in  no  worfe  ftate  than  before  ;  but  the  confequence 
of  an  infurreftion  would  have  been  death  to  the  principal 
a6tors,  and  a  ftill  harder  ffavery  than  before  to  all  the 
reft  of  the  inhabitants.  An  anonymous  letter,  directed 

to  the  governor  of  Plimouth,  gives  a  more  circumftan- 
.  *  '  °  tial 
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1689  tial  account  of  this  revolution,  than  any  that  has  yet 
been  printed.  1 

“  Boston,  April  22d,  89. 

Hond*  Sir, 

<c  1  heconfideration  of  my  fending  you  a  blank,  where¬ 
in  only  the  declaration  was  inclofed,  feems  to  delerve  a 
check,  and  conftrains  me  to  an  apology,  not  having  fo 
“  much  as  liberty  granted  me  by  the  meffenger  to  write 
two  or  three  lines,  whereby  you  might  have  underftood 

the  prefent  ftateof  things,  which,  by  this  rime,  you  are 
doubt K  is  acquainted  with  j  but  left  it  fhould  prove 
' otherwiie,  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  give  a  brief  account. 
~~  I  knew  not  any  thing  of  what  was  intended,  until  it 
was  begun,  yet  being  at  the  north  end  of  the  town, 
“  where  J  faw  boys  running  along  the  ftreets,  with  clubs 

in  their  hands,  encouraging  one  another  to  fight,  I  began 

to  miftruft  what  was  intended,  and,  hading  towards  the 
town-dock,  I  foon  faw  men  running  for  their  arms, 

“  but  before  I  got  to  the  red  lion,  I  was  told  that  Capt. 

44  George  and  the  mailer  of  the  frigate*  were  feized  and 
*4  fecured  in  Mr.  Colman’s  houfe,  at  the  north  end,  and 
44  when  I  came  to  the  town-dock,  I  underftood  that  Bulli- 
cc  vant  and  fome  others  of  them  were  laid  hold  of,  and 
then,  immediately,  the  drums  began  to  beat,  and  the 
44  people  haftened  and  ran,  fome  with,  and  fome  for  arms. 
u  Young  Dudley  f  and  Colonel  Lidget,  with  fome  diffi- 
44  culty,  attained  to  the  fort.  The  governor  immediately 
fent  Dudley  on  an  errand,  to  requeft  the  four  minifters  £, 
Mr.  Joylifte  §  and  one  or  two  more,  to  come  to  him  at 
44  the  fort,  pretending  that,  by  them,  he  might  ftiil  the 
44  people,  not  thinking  it  fafe  for  him  to  go  to  them. 

*  The  Rofe. 

f  Mr.  Dudley,  his  father,  was  abfent,  holding  court  in  the 
Naraganfet  country.  Some  of  Providence  went  out  and  feized  him. 

He  was  brought  to  Roxbury  and  a  guard  placed  round  his  houfe, 
to  fecure  him,  as  the  order  expreifes  it,  again#  violence.  He  was 
afterwards  committed  to  prifon. 

X  Mr.  Allen,  Moody,  Willard,  and  Cotton  Mather. 

§  A  perfon  who  had  been  many  years  a  leading  man  in  town  af¬ 
fairs  in  Bolton. 

44  Thev 
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>€  They  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they  did  not  think  it  1689 
“  fafe  for  them  to  go  to  him.  Now,  by  this  time,  all  the 
“  perfons  whom  they  concluded  not  to  be  for  their  fide, 

“  were  feized  and  fecured,  except  fome  few  who  had  hid 

themfelves,  who  afterwards  were  found,  and  dealt  by  as 

44  the  reft.  The  governor,  with  Palmer,  Randolph,  Eid- 

“  o-et,  Weft,  and  one  or  two  more,  were  in  the  iort.  All 

c<  the  companies  were  icon  rallied  together  at  the  town- 

44  houfe,  where  affembled  Capt.  Winthrop*,  Shrimpton** 

44  Pa o-ef,  and  many  other  llibftantial  men,  to  confult 

44  masters ;  in  which  time  the  old  governor  J  came  among 

44  them,  at  whole  appearance  there  was  a  great  ftiout  by 

44  the  foldiers.  Soon  after,  the  jack  was  fet  up  at  the  tort, 

44  and  a  pair  of  colours  at  beacon-hill,  which  gave  notice 

64  to  forne  thouiand  foldiers  on  Charleftown  fide  that  the 

44  controverfy  was  now  to  be  ended,  and  multitudes  would 

44  have  been  there,  but  chat  there  was  no  need.  The  iri- 

44  gate,  upon  die  news,  put  out  all  her  flags  and  pendants, 

44  and  opened  all  her  ports,  and  with  all  Ipeed  made  ready 

44  for  fight,  under  the  command  of  the  lieutenant,  he 

44  fweanng  that  he  would  die  betore  fhe  fhould  be  taken, 

44  although  the  captain  lent  to  him,  that  if  he  fired  one  fhot, 

44  or  did  any  hurt,  they  would  kill  him,  whom  tney  had 

44  f  ized  already  •,  but  the  lieutenant,  not  regarding,  kept 

44  thofe  reiolutions  all  that  day.  Now,  about  four  of  the 

44  clock  in  the  afternoon,  orders  were  given  to  go  and  de- 

44  mand  the  fort,  which  hour  the  foldiers  longed  for,  and 

44  had  it  no:  been  juft  at  the  nick,  the  governor  and  all  the 

44  crew  had  made  their  eicape  on  board  the  f ligate,  a 

44  barge  being  lent  for  them,  but  the  foldiers,  being  lo  near, 

44  got" the  barge.  The  army  divided  and  part  came  up 

44  on  the  back  fide  of  the  fort,  part  went  underneath  the 

44  hill  to  the  lower  battery  or  lconce,  where  the  red  coats 

44  were,  who  immediately  upon  their  approach  retired  up 

44  to  the  fort  to  their  mafter,  who  rebuked  them  for  not 

firing 

*  *  They  were  both  of  them  of  Sir  Edmund  s  council. 

+  He  married  president  Dudley’s  filler. 

X  Other  accounts  fay,  that  he  and  the  old  magiftrates  were  guard¬ 
ed  by  the  militia  with  great  formality* 


m 


ifiB 


Mg 


68g 


THE  history  of 


<1 


<u 


!™S  °n  our  foldiers,  and,  as  I  am  informed  bev 
,orf  °f  t*tem-  When  the  foldiers  cZc  to  Z  L^' 
or  fconce,  they  prelcmly  turned  the  great  ouns  about 

..  d  *!■  the  fort,  “which*  did  tZ 

„  daunttflofe  within,  and  the  foldiers  were  fo  void  of  fe  7 

to'have^oft  thl  hi3d  th°f"  WjtHin  the  f°rt  been  refo]ute 
to  nave  loft  their  lives  in  fight,  they  might  have  killed 

an  hundred  of  us  at  once,  being  fo  thick  together  before 

{hotm°h!n 1  p°f,thecannon  of  the  ^rt,  all  laden  with  fmall 
tre^der  l  Then  ^  demanded  a 

::  :z„er^7,d  “ and, 

turn,  we  fhould  have  an  anfwer,  whether  toffohc  or 
no.  Upon  their  return,  they  came  forth  from  the  fort  * 
and  went  dnarmed  to  the  town-houfe,  and  from  thence’ 

roIM.C°  r °‘e,gao!’  a"d  the  governor,  under  a  guard’ 
o  M-.  Lfher  s  houfe.  The  next  day  they  fent  the 
two  colonels  to  demand  of  him  the  lurrender  of  the 
cafhc,  vvmch  herefolved  not  to  give,  but  they  told  him  if 
he  would  not  give  it  prefently,  under  his  hand  and  feal 
he  won  •  be  expoi.d  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  and  fo 
left  him  J  but  he  lent  and  told  them  that  he  would,  and 
did  lo,  and  they  went  down,  and  it  was  furrendered  to 
them  with  curfings,  and  they  brought  the  men  away 
and  made  Capt.  Fairweather  commander  in  it.  Now 
“  °y  die  time  chat  the  men  came  back  from  the  caftle,  all 
tne  guns,  both  in  fliips  and  batteries,  were  brought  to 
**  ~ear  againft  the  frigate,  which  were  enough  to3  have 
{nattered  her  in  pieces  at  once,  refolving  to  have  her.  It 
is  incident  to  corrupt  nature  to  lay  the  blame  of  our 
“  evii  deeds  any  where  rather  than  on  ourfelves,  foCapt. 

14  George  caft  all  the  blame  now  upon  that  devil  Randolph’ 
for  had  it  not  been  for  him  he  had  never  troubled  this 
“  good  people,  earneftly  folliciting  that  he  might  not  be 
“  conftrained  to  furrender  the  fhip,  for  by  fo  doing  both 
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Mr.  John  Nelfon,  a  young  gentleman  of  Bofton,  at  the  head 
ot  tae  ioldiers,  demanded  the  fort  the  fecond  time,  and  then 

the  governor  came  down  and  furrendered  himfelf  and  the  fort. 
Neale  t 


*c  himfelf 
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“  himfelf  and  all  his  men  would  lofe  their  wages,  which  1689 
“  othcrwife  would  be  recovered  in  England,  giving  leave 
tc  to  go  on  board  and  ftrike  the  topmafts  and  bring  the 
“  Tails  on  (hore,  and  To  he  did.  The  country  people  came 
“  armed  into  the  town,  in  the  afternoon,  in  fuch  rage  and 
“  heat,  that  it  made  us  all  tremble  to  think  what  would 
“  follow,  for  nothing  would  fatisfy  them,  but  that  the  go- 
vernor  muft  be  bound  in  chains  or  cords,  and  put  in  a 
€C  more  fecure  place,  and  that  they  would  fee  done  before 
“  they  went  away  ;  and,  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  guarded 

“  by  them  to  the  fort.”- - - 

The  former  governor,  Mr.  Bradftreet  *,  with  feveral 
of  the  magiftrates  chofen  in  1686,  and  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  merchants  and  other  principal  inhabitants,  being  con¬ 
vened  at  the  town-houfe,  figned  the  following  mefiage  to  Sir 
Edmund  And  ros,  which  was  the  firit  public  adtdone  by  them 
“  At  the  town-houfe  in  Bofton,  April  1$,  1689. 
cc  Sir,  Ourlelves  and  many  others,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  and  places  adjacent,  being  furprized  with  the 
people’s  fudden  taking  arms,  in  the  firft  motion  whereof 
we  were  wholly  ignorant,  being  driven  to  it  by  the  prefent 
accident,  are  neceffitated  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that, 
for  the  quieting  and  fecuring  the  people  inhabiting  this 
country  from  the  imminent  danger  they  many  ways  lie 
open  and  expofed  to,  and  tendering  your  own  fafety,  we 
judge  it  neceflary,  that  you  forthwith  deliver  up  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  fortifications,  to  be  preferved  and  difpofed 
according  to  order  and  direction  of  the  crown  of  England, 
which  fuddenly  is  expected  may  arrive  -f,  promiffng  all 

*  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  eighty-feven  years  of  age,  had  been  fixty 
years  a  magiftrate.  His  venerable  prefence  was  necelTary,  but  his 
time  for  bufmefs  was  over.  Mr.  Fofter,  a  v/eulthy  merchant,  who 
had  not  been  many  years  from  London,  was  among  the  moft  active, 
and  there  are  more  original  papers  of  his  hand  writing  than  of  any 
other  perfon’s. 

f  A  circular  letter  was  drawn  up,  to  hare  been  fent,  in  the  name, 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  confirm  all  governors  in  their  place  . 

That  to  New-England  was  ftopped,  by  a  reprefentation  from  Mr. 
Mather,  the  agent,  to  Mr,  Jephfon,  feeretary  to  the  Prince. 
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1609  fecurity  from  violence  to  yourfelf,  or  any  of  your  gentl. 
men  or  ioldiers,  in  perlbn  or  el? ate,  otherwife,  we  are  a 
lured,  they  will  endeavour  the  taking  of  the  fortificatior 
by  norm,  if  any  oppoGtion  be  made. 

lo  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knight. 


William  Stoughton 


Thomas  Danforth, 


S.  Brad  Greet 
John  Richards 
Elilha  Cooke, 

If.  Addington 
John  Fofter 
Peter  Serjeant 
David  Waterhoufe 
Adam  Winthrop 
*  J.  Nelfon  ” 


Wait  Winthrc 
Sam.  Shrimpto 
Wm.  Browne 
Barth.  Gedney 


Howeve 


c.Mr;iNelfon  was  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and  anear  relatio: 
to  Sir  T  nomas  Temple,  an  enemy  to  the  tyrannical  government  o 
i\ndi°s,  but  an  Episcopalian  in  principle,  and  of  a  gay  free  temper 
wm  ch  pi  evented  his  being  allowed  any  fit  are  in  the  adininidratioi 
after  it  was  fettled,  although  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  party  tha 
demanded  the  furrender  of  the  fort.  He  went  not  long  after  upon 
trading"  voyage  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  taken  by  a  party  o 
French  or  Indians  and  carried  to  Quebec.  Notwith  flan  din  2  tin 
flight  put  upon  him,  yet  fuch  was  his  regard  for  his  country  tha 
he  ran  very  great  rifqueof  his  life  in  an  attempt  to  give  intellirenci 
of  the  deilgns  of  the  French.  ri  he  Following  letter,  remaining  upoi 

the  Maffachufets  hies,  ought  to  be  made  ^public  to  do  honor  u 
his  memory. 

,  .  “  Auguft  26,  1692. 

About  xq.  days  ago  arrived  two  men  of  war  and  fix  merchani 
Flips  from  r ranee,  which  came  fiirnifhed  with  recruits  of  pro- 
vifion,  ammunition,  30  more  great  guns,  24.  pateraroes,  one  mor¬ 
tal  and  30  fheils.  A  little  before  the  arrival  of  thefe  fhips,  Ma- 
doc^aw  an  do,  the  Penobfcot  fachem,  came  here,  who  made  and  re¬ 
ceived  divers  compliments,  prefented  the  governor  with  five  Eng- 
lifn  captives,  and  received  from,  him  prefents  encouraging  him  and 
the  reft  to  continue  the  war,  but  all  gave  but  little  fatisfaftion  tc 
the  Indians,  who  expetted  greater  recompense.  They  would  often 
difconrfe  their  difeontent,  to  feme  of  us  who  underhand  their  lan¬ 
guage  I  was  in  hopes  to  make  fame  improvement  of  their  difeon¬ 
tent,  by  propofmg  the  fettlement  of  a  trading  houfe  up  Penobfcot 
river  at  Negas.  They  were  glad  of  the  propofal,  and  it  is  the 
only  means  of  recovering  our  intereh  with  thefe  eaflern  Indians. 
I  promifed  to  fend  my  thoughts  thereon  to  yourfelves,  of  which 

I  woulj 
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However,  exceptionable  the  firft  rifing  of  the  people  1680 
might  be,  yet  this  meafure  of  the  magistrates  and  other 
gentlemen  feems  to  have  been  neceffary.  It  is  difficult  to 

conceive 

\ 

1  would  have  you  to  confider,  &c. — Madockawando  eave  daily,  ad¬ 
vice  of  all  their  refults,  he  is  certainly  well  aff  fled  towards  us.  Two 
days  ago  he  was  difpatched  from  hence,  with  orders  to  get  together 
all  the  Indians  he  can,  they  make  account  of  two  or  three  hundred, 
they  are  to  remain  at  Penobfcot  until  the  two  men  of  war  join  them, 
who  are  preparing  themlelves  as  well  as  they  can,  adding  to  their 
number  200  Canadians,  fo  that,  in  all,  they  will  have  above 
400,  who,  with  the  Indians,  are  to  affault  Wells,  Ides  of  Shoals 
and  Pifcataqua.  The  defign  is  dangerous  if  you  ihould  be  unpro¬ 
vided,  I  have  therefore  improved  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  give 
you  this  intelligence.  By  money,  and  a  promife  of  good  reward 
from  yourfelves,  I  have  corrupted  two  Frenchmen,  viz.  Arnaud  Du 
Vignon  and  Francis  Albert  to  be  bearers  of  this  letter,  and  alfo  to 
be  guides  to  two  Dutchmen  and  two  Englifhmen,  who  promife  to  be 
with  you  in  22  days.  I  pray  that  they  may  be  contented.  I  have 
furnifhed  them  with  13  French  crowns  which  it  is  juft  Ihould  be 
allowed  to  my  wife.  My  charge  is,  otherwife,  great  here,  there 
bfing  fo  many  of  my  poor  countrymen  to  relieve,  &c.  The  two 
men  of  war,,  which  come  from  hence,  are,  the  one  a  great  Dutch 
fquarefternihipof  about  500  tons,  takes  in  fix  guns  from  hence,  fo  that 
.he  Will  ha\  e  in  all  38  guns.  &c.  the  other  is  a  French  frigate  of  34 
guns,  who  is  the  admiral.  They  take  at  Port  Royal  and  along  the 
coau,  all  the  Imall  veftels,  fhallops,  boats,  Sec.  to  land  their  men. 

You  will  do  well  to  prepare,  for  their  reception,  a  good  firefhip, 
and  other  means  neceffary,  according  as  your  prudence  fhall  di- 

rf-Lt.  I  recommend  myfelfunto  your  prayer,  and  remain  gentlemen 
your  humble  fervant, 

J.  Nelson. 

Auguft  27  th,  The  fhips  of  war  go  from  hence  in  12  or  1  c  days 
their  voyage  probably  to  St.  John’s  and  Penobfcot  will  coft  them  a 
month  s  time  more,  fo  that  you  may  expeft  them  in  about  6  or  7 
weeks  hence.  After  their  attempt  upon  your  coaft,  they  are  to 
Ci  uize  tor  about  a  month,  Sec.  fo  that  all  concerned  in  fhippingmuft 
take  care  to  their  afFairs.  Let  no  public  talk  be  made  of  this  letter, 
lOi ,  by  the  efcape  of  fo  me  prifoners,  the  report  will  come  hither 
greatly  to  my  damage.— Excufe  my  broken  manner  of  writing, 
i  am  forced  to  do  it  as  I  can  get  opportunity,  and  that  is  in  my  bed 
Lecaufe  of  the  often  coming  in  and  out  of  the  man  that  attends  me 
who  once  furprized  me  and  took  from  me  my  inkhorn,  but  in  al! 
things  elfe  I  am  well  treated.  So  are  all  the  reft  according  as  the 
country  affords,  Se c,  0 
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1689  conceive  in  what  other  way  the  people  could  have  bet 

quieted.  Had  they  been  left  to  themfelves,  the  coni 

quences  mult  have  been  terrible.  Some  who  had  bet 

the  mod  hrtn  in  fupport  of  the  charter  were  afraid,  how 

ever,  of  being  called  to  account  for  their  concern  in  th 
action  . 


The  letters  came  to  Springfield  the  2-td  of  Septemh-r  nna  o  a- 
or  two  alter  to  Bolton.  The  Frenchmen,  not  long  after  '  by  fiJ 
means  or  either  were  retaken  and  carried  to  Canada,  where  the 
were  puntfited  as  deierters.  Before  their  execution  they  cohfeffe 
tne  waole.  Mr.  Nelion  was  carried  out  with  them,  in  expertatin 
ot  the  ame  fate.  They  were  Ihot  before  ids  eyes.  He  £ 
back  to  prifon  and  foon  after  to  France,  but,  on  his  pafiW 
prevailed  witn  a  fellow  paflenger  to  convey  intelligence  of  if  fCC(fn 
defign,  of  ,2  men  ot  war  and  2000  troops,  which  were  every  da 

f  i>rJ",df  at  Lanacla>  to  make  a  delcent  upon  the  Englilh  coionie 
icnn  Pi.cataqua  to  Carolina.  He  was  confined  in  France  in  ^ 
mad  hole,  for  two  years,  without  opportunity  of  feeing  any  n  Tf  • 
but  a  fervant  who  brought  his  virtual*  to  a  grate.  AenttemS 
w  10  had  taken  notice  ot  the  perlon  who  carried  the  virtuals  fron 
day  to  day,  had  the  cunohty  to  enquire  what  prifoner  wa 
tin  ie,  and  to  fpeak  to  him  at  the  grate,  and  to  afic  if  h< 
comd  do  him  any  fervice.  Mr.  Nelfon  deiired  no  other  favo  than  t 
have  a  letter  fent  to  England,  to  inform  Sir  Purbeck  Temple  ofhii 
condition,  which  was  done,  and,  foon  after,  a  demand  was  made  0! 
Ins  releate  or  exchange.  He  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  perlon  ot 
tome  importance.  He  was  lent  to  the  Bartile,  and,  juil  before  the 
peace  °i  kyfwick,  was  allowed  to  go  to  England,  upon  his  parole 
and  fecurity  giv  en  by  a  French  gentleman  for  his  return.  The  peace 
bemg  conciuned  andne  intending  to  return,  was  forbad  to  do  it  bv 
king  William,  but,  to  prevent  any  trouble  to  his  friend,  he  went 
contrary  to  order,  and  iurrendered  himfelf.  Being  difcharved 
upon  his  return  to  England  he  was  brought  into  trouble  therefor 
gomg  back  to  France  contrary  to  the  King’s  order,  but  at  length 
returned  to  his  family  after  ten  or  eleven  years  ab  fence.  5 


* 


^r\  pa^'ort^  the  deputy  governor,  writes  to  Piimouth  Apr] 
20th,  “  1  heir  enterprise  herein  was  without  the  privity  of  thofe  who 
vvTien  begun,  judged  themfeives  obliged  to  endeavour  the  pre 
vention  of  bloodflied,  and,  thereupon,  did  give  their  fenle  ant 
advice  to  the  governor,  Sir  Edmund,  as  they  apprehended  ver1 
n ‘ceflary. - f  yet  fear  what  the  confequences  will  be,  an" 
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heartily  pray  that  no  bitter  fruit  may  ipring  forth  from  th: 
root.  VVe  have  need  of  God's  pity  and  pardon,  and  fome  do 

“  apprehend 
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A  long  declaration  was  read  from  the  balcony  or  1689 
gallery  of  the  town-houfe.  This  is  printed  at  large 
in  Neale  and  other  writers.  There  would  be  room  to 
doubt  whether  this  declaration  was  not  a  work  of  time, 
and  prepared  beforehand,  if  it  did  not  appear,  by  the  ftile 
and  language,  to  have  been  the  performance  of  one  of  the 
minifters  of  the  town  of  Bofton  who  had  a  remarkable 
talent  for  very  quick  and  fudden  compolures ;  befides,  it 
was  not  printed  until  feveral  days  after,  and  perhaps  was 
corrected  and  enlarged.  Indeed,  it  fully  appears  from 
many  private  letters,  (till  preferved,  one  of  the  beft  iorts  of 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  hiftorical  fafts  of  this  nature,  that 
none  of  the  magiftrates  were  privy  to  the  riling  of  the  , 
people,  and,  in  the  people  themfelves,  it  feems  to  have 
been  fudden,  and  without  any  previoufly  concerted  plan. 

The  next  day,  April  19th,  an  order  was  figned  by  mod 
of  the  perfons  who  fubfcribed  the  advice  to  Sir  Edmund, 
and  alfo  by  Wm.  Johnfon  of  Woburn,  and  James  Ruffed 
of  Charleftown,  dire&ed  to  John  Fipon,  commander  of  the 
caftle,  and  accompanied  with  an  order  from  the  late  governor, 
to  deliver  the  fort  and  {lores  to  Capt.  Fairweather,  which 
was  complied  with.  The  20th,  the  tumult  being  abated, 
the  new  council  began  to  conlider  what  form  of  government 
they  fhould  eftablifh,  in  the  room  of  that  which  was  dif- 
folved.  They  firfl  invited  divers  other  perfons  to  join 
with  them,  who  were  required  to  fign  an  approbation  of 
the  advice  given  to  Sir  Edmund,  and,  being  thus  (length¬ 
ened,  they  took  the  title  of  “  A  council  for  the  fafety  of 
the  people,  and  confcrvation  of  the  peace.”  Thofe  who 
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apprehend  it  will  be  wifdom  to  hailen  our  addrefs,  to  thofe  that 
are  now  fupreme  in  England,  for  pardon  cf  lo  great  an  irruption, 
and  for  a  favourable  fettlement  under  the  fan&ion  of  royal  autho¬ 
rity.”  And  in  a  letter  to  Increafe  Mather,  July  30th,  “  The  an- 
tient  magiftrates  and  elders,  although  they  had  ilrenuouily  advifed 
to  further  waiting  for  orders  from  England,  and  difcouraged  any 
attempts  of  that  nature,  fo  far  as  they  had  opportunity  yet  were 
they  now  compelled  to  affill  with  their  prefence  and  councils 
for  the  preventing  of  blogdflied,  which  had  mod  certainly,  ecu 
the  iffue,  if  prudeut  councils  had  not  been  given  to  both  parties. 

1  Mr.  Mather.  . 

*  .  g  b  tnus 
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1 689  thus  aflbciated  with  the  firft  mentioned,  were  James  Ruf 
ie!!,  John  Phillips,  Penn  Townfend,  Jofeph  Lynde,  John 
Joyliffe,  Eliakim  Hutchinfon,  Nath.  Oliver,  John  Eyre. 
Jeremiah  Dummer,  Wm.  johnfon,  John  Hawthorne,  An¬ 
drew  Belcher,  Richard  Sprague,  James  Parker,  Dudley 
Brad  street,  Nath.  Saltonflall,  Richard  Dummer,  Robert 
Pike,  John  Smith,  Edmund  Quincy,  William  Bond,  and 
Daniel  Pierce.  They  chofe  Mr.  Bradftreet  their  prefi- 
dent,  Ifaac  Addington  clerk  of  the  council,  and  Wait  Win- 
throp  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia,  and  appointed 
officers  in  the  ieveral  ports  for  entering  and  clearing 
veffels,  and  John  Fofter  and  Adam  Winthrop,  two  ol 
their  number,  ftewards  or  treafurers. 

1  hey  continued  to  pafs  orders,  from  time  to  time,  fot 
the  regulation  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  the  authority  was 
weak,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  of  a  further  fettlement. 
1  hey  were  careful  to  avoid  reaffirming  their  charter. 
Befides  the  exceptions  that  might  be  taken  whilft  the 
decree  againfl.  it  flood  in  full  force,  there  were  many  who 
were  defirous  of  a  fettlement  from  England,  fenfible  ol 
the  drie&s  in  the  charter ;  and  when  the  governor  and 
affembiy,  afterwards  addreffed,  for  the  reftitution  of  it,  they 
deli  red  Juch  further  privileges  as  were  neceffary.  They 
had,  no  doubt,  received  advice  of  the  convention  called  by 
the  Prince  of  Orage,  and  in  imitation  of  it,  on  the  fecond 
of  May,  they  recommended  to  the  feveral  towns  in  the 
colony  to  meet,  and  depute  perfons,  not  exceeding  two 
for  each  town,  except  Bofton  four,  to  form  an  affembiy, 
to  fit  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month.  Sixty-fix  perfons  met, 
and  prefented  a  declaration  to  the  prefident  and  former 
magistrates  in  particular*,  taking  no  notice  of  fuch  as  had 
aflbciated  with  them  -,  but  upon  receiving  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  they  deiired  the  whole  council  to  continue  in 
their  flation  until  the  2 2d  inftant,  at  which  time  it  was 
agreed  there  fhould  be  a  meeting  of  the  reprefentatives  of 

They  declare  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  afiiilants 
chofen  and  fworn  in  1686,  according  to  charier  rights,  and  the 
deputies  then  lent  by  the  freemen  of  the  feveral  towns,  to  be  the  go¬ 
vernment  now  fettled  in  the  colony,  Records* 
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all  the  towns  in  the  colony,  at  Bofton,  who  were  to  be  1689 
fpecially  inftru&ed  by  their  towns.  Letters  had  been  fent 
to  Plimouth  and  to  Connecticut  *,  to  acquaint  the  principal 
gentlemen  there,  with  what  had  been  done  at  Bofton. 

Both  thoTe  colonies  were  content  the  governor  (hould  be 
confined  at  Bofton,  and  both  reaffumcd  their  old  form  of 
government.  Nothing  paffed  relative  to  New-Hampfhire 
or  Rhode-lftand.  As  loon  as  the  news  reached  New- York, 
Nicholfon,  the  lieutenant-governor,  difpatched  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter,  directed  to  Simon  Bradftreet  and  Wait  Win- 
throp,  Efquires,  and  others. 

*  Plimouth  imitated  the  Maflachufets  in  fecuring  one  of  the  council 
who  was  within  that  colony,  as  appears  by  the  following  declaration. 

A  declaration  of  fundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  Plimouth,  Ap.  22, 
1689.  “  Whereas  we  have  not  only  juft  ground  to  fufpedl,  but  are 
“  well  allured  that  Nath.  Clark  hath  been  a  real  enemy  to  the  peace 
“  and  profperity  of  this  people,  and  hath,  by  lying  and  falfe  informa- 
“  tion  to  the  late  governor,  caufed  much  trouble  and  damage  to  this 
“  place,  endeavouring  to  deprive  us  of  our  lands,  ana  expofing  us 
“  to  the  unjuft  fe verity  of  perfons  ill  affected  to  us,  whereby  a  con- 
“  fiderable  part  of  our  eftates  is  unrighteoufly  extorted  from  us,  to 
i(  the  great  prejudice  of  our  families,  and  the  lofs  of  many  necefTary 
*<  comforts;  and  he  perfifting,  from  time  to  time,  in  his  malicious 
forging  complaints  againft  one  or  other  of  us,  whereby  we  are  in 
«<  continual  hazard  of  many  further  great  inconveniences  and  mif- 
«<  chiefs.  We  do  therefore  feize  upon  his  perfon,  refolving  to  fecure 
“  him  for  the  hands  of  juftice  to  deal  with  him  according  to  his  de- 

“  merit.'1  MS.  m  %  .  . 

Mr.  Treat,  the  governor  of  Conne&icut,  gives  this  account  of  their 

proceedings,  in  his  letter  to  their  agent,  Jan.  6,  1689.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May  laft,  upon  the  amazing  reports  and  tidings  of  the  re¬ 
volution  of  the  government  in  the  Maftachufets,  and  feizingofthe 
governor  and  fo  many  of  his  council,  and  that  part  of  the  country 
up  in  arms  before  we  knew  any  thing  of  it,  but  the  news  did  foon. 
fly  like  lightning,  and  foon  after,  our  men  in  moft  places  gave  out, 
that  they  would  no  longer  obey  us,  or  fubmit  to  Sir  Edmund’s  go- 
-  vernment ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  eaftern  Indians  went  on  in  their 
barbarous  cruelties  in  murdering  our  countrymen  at  the  eaftward  ; 
and  we  had,  by  letters  from  New-York  and  Long-Ifland,  caution 
given  us  of  feveral  pickaroons  that  were  on  the  coaft  to  alarm  us  on 
the  fea  board;  the  true  and  real  grounds  of  the  procedure  or  the 
colony  in  attaining  the  government  was,  ialus  populi  eft  iuprema 
lex,” 

g  b  2  !!  Gentlemen, 
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«  t  etuIemen>  New-York,  1689,  1  ft  May 

f>  'Vjasran  extr?ordinary  furprize  to  us  to  hear  o 
e  confufions  the  inhabitants  at  Bofton  have  occafioned 
y  takmg  that  part  0f  the  government  to  themfelves 

u"?  *hat  C,hrey  haf  feizLed  uP°n  the  Perfon  of  his  excel 

rLr7  and  fe.veri-°f  the  officers-  We  cannot  imagine, 
at  any  (uch  actions  can  proceed  from  any  perfon  ol 

quality  amongft  them,  but  rather  promoted  by  the  rabble. 

and  that  lor  the  lafety  of  his  excellency’s  perfon  thofe 

meafures  have  been  taken  ;  but  hope,  and  doubt  not,  be- 

oie  this  time,  the  fury  of  thofe  perfons  may  beallaved, 

and  that,  his  excellency  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  mav 

reftored  ^  their  former  ftations,  or  at  leaft  have 
1  erty  to  come  hither.  For  this  part  of  the  govern- 
ment,  we  find  the  people  in  general  inclined  to  peace  and 
quietnefs  and  doubt  not  the  people  will  remain  in  their 
duties.  We  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  fend  us  a  fpeedy 
anfwer,  the  matter  being  of  fo  great  confequence,  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  peace  and  quietnefs  of  us  all,  which  if  you 
c»o5  we  remain  your  friends  and  iervants. 

Fra.  Nicholfon 
Frederick  Flypfe 
N.  Bayard 
S.  Courtland.” 

The 

I  ;;e  inhabitants  of  New  York,  having  never  experienced  any 
great  degree  of  liberty  there  would  have  been  no  grounds  of  fears 
of  a  revolt,  it  it  had  not  been  for  the  example  of  New-England.  From 
their  hr  11  iubjedion  to  England,  the  government  had  been  the  fame, 
and  the  Dutch  governors  who  preceded  were  not  lefs  abfolute 
tnan  the  Englilh.  Upon  the  news  from  Bofton,  Capt.  Nichol- 
ion  the  lieutenant  governor,  propofed  to  admit  part  of  the  trained 
oands  to  watch  and  ward  by  turns  within  the  fort,  under  their 
own  officers,  and  offered  to  apply  the  money  ariJing  from  the 
cunoms,  to  the  fortifying  the  city,  and  making  it  defenlible  againft 
ri  oreign  enemy.  Jacob  Leifter,  a  captain  of  the  trained  bands, 
happened  to  have  a  ihip  juft  arrived  with  wines,  the  duties  whereof 
would  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  pounds,  which  he  refufed  to 
pay.  £he  collcifor  being  a  papift,  and  there  being  no  legai  au- 
uionty  to  receive  it.”  Soon  after  he  excited  the  people  upon  the 

cult 
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The  following  anfwer  was  returned. 

c*  Gentlemen,  Boston,  nthMay,  1689. 

cc  In  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  firft  of  May  inftanr,  giving 
f6  an  account  of  your  having  received  the  general  intelii- 
“  gence  of  the  revolution  occurring  here,  exprefling  your 
<c  hopes  that  before  this  time  the  fury  of  the  people  may 
“  be  allayed,  and  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  the  reft  of 

“  the  officers  may  be  reftored  to  their  former  ftations,  or 

.  , 

eaft  end  of  Long  Ifland  to  march  to  New-York,  in  order  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  fort,  to  prevent  its  being  delivered  up  to  fo¬ 
reigners.  When  they  came  within  twelve  miles  of  the  city,  being 
about  eighty  in  number,  they  fent  three  of  their  leaders  to  the 
lieutenant  governor,  who,  having  convened  his  council,  gave  them 
fuch  anfwers  as  induced  them  and  the  reft  of  the  company  to  return 
home.  A  rumor  was  foon  after  fpread,  of  a  defign  to  maftacrc  the 
inhabitants,  during  the  public  worfhip  in  the  Dutch  church,  upon  a 
Sunday.  The  Friday  before  the  day  for  the  fuppofed  execution,  the 
people  rofe,  and  feemingly  compelled  Leifler  to,  head  them.  One 
Hall  wept  as  their  leader  to  the  fort.  The  guard,  confiding  of  the 
trained  bands,  readily  admitted  them.  Leifler  followed,  and  took 
the  command  of  the  men.  This  was  the  31ft  of  May.  The  fame 
evening  they  fent  for  the  keys  from  the  lieutenant  governor,  who 
was  obliged  to  deliver  them.  The  trained  band  confifting  of  fix 
companies,  the  captain  of  each  company  was  to  command  his  day 
according  to  their  order.  When  it  came  to  Lender's  turn,  the  3d 
of  June,  he  caufed  an  alarm,  and  the  people  being  all  brought  to¬ 
gether,  a  declaration  was  prepared  in  writing  ready  to  be  figned, 
that  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  would  defend  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  keep  the  fort  for  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
until  their  Majefties  further  order.”  The  people  then  chofe  a  com* 
mittee,  who  alfumed  the  name  pf  a  “  committee  of  fafety.”  They 
appointed  Leifler  captain  of  the  fort.  The  lieutenant  governor  with¬ 
drew.  In  his  abfence,  Leifler  takes  upon  him  the  adminiftration, 
and,  after  fome  time,  calls  himfelf  lieutenant  governor,  and  choofes 
a  council.  The  province  continued  in  great  confufon,  until  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  governor  Slaughter  with  a  commifiion  from  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary.  Leifler  held  ihepoffeftion  of  the  fort  againlf  the  governor, 
longer  than  he  could  juftify  himfelf  in  fo  doing.  His  enemies  took 
the  advantage  of  it,  and  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  as 
a  traitor.  The  party  rage  which  was  raifed  on  this  occafion,  was 
kept  up  many  years  after  in  New-York,  and  deicended  to  the  pofte- 
jity  of  each  fide. 

'  Bb.  3  at 
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i689c‘  at  lead  may  have  liberty  to  come  to  you.  We  perceive 
“  you  have  not  a  particular  account  how  things  are  at 
“  prefent  circumdanced  with  us,  there  being  no  other 
“  form  of  government  than  a  committee  for  fafety  of  the 
“  people  and  confervation  of  the  peace,  the  foldiers  dill 
“  continuing  in  arms.  And  the  people  are  fo  well  fatisfied 
“  in  the  juftifiablenefs  of  their  late  a&ion,  that  they  con- 
“  tmue  their  fpirit  and  refolution,  to  purfue  what  they  have 
“  put  forth  in  their  public  declaration  printed,  which  is 
“  here  inclofed,  as  alfo  a  printed  copy  of  the  advice  given 
“  by  ourfelves  and  others  unto  Sir  Edmund,  which  will 
“  drew  the  neceffity  of  our  then  interpofing.  And  we 
44  have  no  other  flation  than  to  intend  the  common  fafety 
“  and  confervation  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power 
“  to  fet  any  perfons  at  liberty  who  are  confined  and  kept 
“  by  the  foldiers.  This  being  all  the  prefent  anfwer  we 
64  can  make  to  you,  if  accepted,  we  remain, 

44  Gentlemen,  your  friends  and  fervants, 

To  Capt.  Fran.  Nicholfon,  S.  Bradflreet 

**  Fred.  Phillips,  Nich.  Bayard,  Wait  Winthrop. 
*4  and  Stepn.  Cortland,  Efqrs.” 

The  reprefentatives  of  54  towns  met  at  Bodon,  on 
the  2 2d  of  May  *.  They  foot)  difcovered  a  defire  to  re¬ 
ndu  ine  the  charter.  The  major  part  of  the  council  were 
againd  it.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  difputes.  The  peo¬ 
ple  without  doors  were  alio  much  divided  in  fentiment.s. 
On  the  24th,  the  governor  and  magidrates,  chofen  in  1686, 
figned  a  paper,  declaring  their  acceptance  of  the  care  and 
government  of  the  people,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
charter,  for  the  confervation  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
the  people,  until,  by  diredlion  from  England,  there  be  an 
orderly  fettlement  of  government,  provided  an  addition 
fhould  be  made  of  fit  perfons  to  aflift  them,  as  was  defired, 
and  that  what  had  been  before  done  be  allowed,  and  the 
Rewards  be  reimbursed  :  Thi^  they  did  for  the  fati$fa£tion 

¥  Each  town  gave  in  ft  actions  to  their  members  whether  to  re- 
^ITame  or  not*  Forty  of  the  fifty-four  were  for  re-alTumpcion  of  the 
cnu.i  ter, 

‘  *  *■  v  I*  '  «  * 
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of  the  people,  and  from  the  prefcnt  neceffity,  but  they  did  1689 
not  intend,  nor  would  be  tmderftood  to  intend,  an  affump- 
tion  of  the  charter  government.  Their  declaration  was 
accepted  by  the  reprefentatives,  notwithftanding  its  being 
qualified  in  the  concluficn  of  it  *.  The  next  day,  Mr. 
YVinthrop,  and  moft  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  adled 
as  members  of  the  council,  and  who  had  a  ftrong  party  in 
favour  of  their  continuing  fo  to  a£t,  generoufly  quitted  all 
claim  to  it,  in  confidence,  as  they  exprefs  it,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  inviolably  preferved  in  their  obedience  to  the 
directions  expe&ed  from  England,  and  that  the  perfons  of 
all  the  gentlemen  confined  fhould  be  well  treated,  and 
promifed  to  endeavour  to  pacify  the  people,  who  were  dil- 
latisfied  on  their  account,  and  to  promote  the  public  tram 
quility,  as  far  as  fhould  be  in  their  power. 

The  26th  (being  Sunday)  a  {hip  arrived  from  England, 
with  advice  of  the  proclaiming  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary.  This  was  the  moft  joyful  news  ever  received  in 
New-England.  The  fears  of  the  people  of  any  very  bad 
confequences  from  their  late  aftions,  were  now  over.  On 
the  29th,  the  proclamation  was  publifhed  in  Bofton,  with 
greater  ceremony  than  had  been  known,  the  governor  and 
council,  civil  and  military  officers,  merchants  of  the  town, 
and  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  country  being 
on  horfeback,  the  regiment  of  the  town,  and  many  com¬ 
panies  of  horfe  and  foot  from  the  country,  appearing  in 
arms*,  a  grand  entertainment  was  prepared  in  the  town- 
houfe,  and  wine  was  ferved  out  to  the  foldiers. 

The  5th  of  June,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  feverai 
towns,  upon  a  new  choice,  a  (Tern  bled  at  Bofton.  The. 
council  immediately  propoled  to  them  to  exhibit  articles 
againft  the  gentlemen  feized  by  the  people,  or  elfe  to  con- 
fent  to  their  inlargement,  upon  fecurity  given  ;  but  tins 
wa$  not  agreed  toJ\  -The  next  day,  the  reprefentatives 

urged 

*  By  this  declaration  all  the  gentlejnen  who  had  joined  the  governor 
and  afliftants  chofen  in  1686  were  excluded  from  the  new  council. 

\  Some  days  after,  Sir  Edmund,  by  letter,  demanded  an 
diate  jvkafe  9f  himfelf  and  the  other  perfons  concerned  in  govern- 

5  b  4  went, 
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6  9onfh  f  |  he  C0U,nC'1,  t0  takeuPon  them  the  part  thej 

.mrll  3  bCn  ,n,tj1f  g°vernment,  according  to  the  charter 
unt,l  orders  fhould  be  received  from  England,  and  declarer 

they  could  not  proceed  toad  in  any  thing  of  public  con- 

cents,  until  this  was  conceded.”  An  acceptance  was  voted. 

tins  declaration  being  given  as  the  reafon  of  the  vote' 

Hy  tnefe  fteps ,  the  change  was  made  from  the  unlimited 

power  of  Sir  Edmund  and  four  of  his  council,  to  the  old 

government,  which  had  continued  above  fifty  years  •  but 

the  weight  and  authority  did  not  return  with  the  form. 

hey  were  fcrupulous  of  their  power  themfelves,  and 

made  an  apology,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  crown,  for  caufW 

certain  pirates  to  be  executed.  They  found  it  very  difficult 

to  raiie  men,  and  continue  them  in  fervice,  for  the  defence 

of  che  province.  Several  contemptuous  pamphlets  a^ainft 

them  were  pubhffied  with  impunity.  Thirty  years  before, 

the  authors  of  the  like  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  capital 

offence.  And  although  the  firft  advices,  received  after 

wards  from  England,  gave  them  feme  grounds  to  expect  a 

re-eitabliffiment  of  government  in  the  old  form,  yet  thefe 

advices  were  foon  fucceeded  by  others  which  caufed  them  to 

defpair  of  it  *.  Mr.  Mather,  the  agent  in  England,  waited 

rne  event  of  the  prince  of  Orange’s  expedition.  Soon 

after  the  withdraw  of  King  James, >Mr.  Mather  was  intro- 

I-.**  < '  *  .  £  •  -  ?  .  u 

duced 

went  or  under  his  charge,  then  in  cuftody,  or  under  reftraint.  The 
2;ih  June  the  reprefentatives  refofved  that  Mr.  Jofeph  Dudley,  Sir 
pdmund  Andros  Mr.  Edward  Randolph,  Mr.  John  Palmer,  Mr  John 
V  eft,  ft .  James  Graham,  Mr.  George  Farwell,  and'  Mr  James  Sher- 

them  Were  n0£  bai  ab  6’  8nd  lent  up  feveral  heads  of  charges  againft 

,  *  “We  a« !  far  from  willingly  doing  any  thing  arbitrary ;  but  the 
long  want  of  directions  from  England  for  fettlement  of  government 
P°£ '  ^Cagen  0Ur  lan<E-  ’  Gov.  Eradftruf s  Liter  to  Sir  H.  JJhurjt , 

*  7*  f 

“  The  long  delay  of  orders  from  England  referring  to  the  per- 
lons  confined  upon  the  revolution,  and  want  of  confirmation  of  the 
government,  ha-h  given  occalion  to  divers  ill-defignine  men,  who 
were  taken  oft  from  their  employment  and  ways  of  unjuft  gain, 
ltudioufly  to  employ  themlelves  in  oppoling  and  undervaluing 
authority,  which  hath  emboldened  others  to  tliofe  practices  which 

hath 
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duced  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  Lord  Wharton,  and  1689 
prevented  the  circular  letter  before  mentioned,  for  con¬ 
firming  governors,  being  fent  to  New-Engiand.  The  14th 
of  March,  Lord  Wharton  introduced  him  again  to  the 
King*,  when,  after  humbly  congratulating  his  Majefty’s 
acceffion,  Mr.  Mather  implored  his  Majefty’s  favour  to 
New-England.  The  King  promifed  all  the  favour  in  his 
power;  but  hinted' what  had  been  irregular  in  their  former 
government.  Whereupon  Mr.  Mather  undertook  that, 
upon  the  firft  word,  they  fhould  reform  any  irregularities 
they  fhould  be  advifed  of,  and  Lord  Wharton  offered  to  be 
their  guarantee.  The  King  then  laid,  that  he  would 
give  orders  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  fhould  be  removed, 
and  called  to  account  for  his  mal-adminiftration,  and  that 
the  King  and  Queen  fhould  be  proclaimed  by  the  former 
magiftrares.  Mr.  Mather  was  a  faithful  agent,  and  was 
unwearied  in  fecuring  friends  for  his  country.  Bcfides 
feveral  of  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners,  he  had 
engaged  the  whole  body  of  the  diffenting  minifters,  whofc 
weight,  at  that  time,  was  far  from  inconfiderabJe. 

The  family  of  Afhurft  had  always  been  friendly  to 
New-England.  The  firft  addrefies  after  the  reltoration, 
were  fent  to  Mr.  Afhurft,  Mr.  Leveret,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Hutchinfon,  to  be  delivered  to  the  King.  Sir  Henry 
Afhurft,  a  member  of  parliament,  was  more  particularly 
engaged  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Mather,  who  defired  that 
he  might  be  impowered  by  the  colony  to  appear  as  their 
agent.  Mr.  Hampden,  another  member,  alio  ftiewed 
great  friendship.  The  houfe  of  commons  voted  the 
taking  away  the  charters  of  the  plantations  to  be  a 
grievance  f ,  and  a  bill  paffed  the  houfe  for  reftoring 

charters, 

hath  rendered  them  criminals  of  the  hiVheft  nature,  by  committing 
felonies,  piracies,  and  murders,  and  thereby  common  enemies  to  man¬ 
kind,  and  neceffitated  us  to  draw  the  iword  of  juflice  againft  them, 

&nd  bring  them  to  trial  and  condemnation,  and  to  execute  lome,  to 
deter  others,  &c.  which  we  trull  will  not  be  offenfivc  to  his  Majelty. 
Bradjlr'eet' s  Utter  to  Ajburji ,  'fan  29,  1689-90 
'  *  King  William  and  iQieeri  Mary  were  proclaimed  13th  Feb. 

f  At  £  committee  of  grievances,  Martis  50  Marti i  1688,  refolved 

nem.' 
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i689charters,  and  the  New-England  charters  were  exprefly 
mentioned  ;  but  whilft  the  bill  lay  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
the  parliament,  fooner  than  expelled,  was  prorogued,  the 
King  going  to  Ireland.  The  King,  from  the  beginning, 
uncovered  a  defign  to  referve  the  appointment  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  to  himfelf.  It  was  in  vain,  after  lofing  this  chance  in 
parliament,  to  try  for  the  reftoration  of  the  old  charter. 
A  new  charter,  with  as  many  of  the  old  privileges  as  could 
be  obtained,  was  all  that  could  be  hoped  for.  In  the  mean 
time,  application  was  made,  for  exprefs  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  to  be  granted  to  the  colony  to  exercile  government 
according  to  the  old  charter,  until  a  new  could  be  fettled. 
1  his  was  obtained  At  the  fame  time  an  order  was  fent, 

commanding 

nem.  con,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  late  pro- 
tlxutions  of  quo  warrantos  againft  the  cities,  two  univerfities,  the 
towns  corporate,  boroughs  and  cinq  ports,  and  the  plantations,  and 
Vie  judgment  thereupon,  and  the  furrenders  of  charters  to  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  their  ancient  right i,  are  illegal  and  grievances  By  the 
ftoiile.  ^  (  Refolved,  that  this  houfe  doth  agree  \vith  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  in  faid  refolve,  and  that  the  late  profecution  of  quo  war¬ 
rantos  again  ft  the  cities,  two  univerfities,  the  towns  corporate, 
boroughs  and  cinq  ports,  and  plantations,  and  judgment  thereupon, 
and  the  furrenders  of  charters  to  the  violation  of  their  ancient; 
rights,  are  illegal  and  a  grievance.”  MS. 

*  William  R. 

.  Trafty  “d  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  we  are 
3 n formed  by  feveral  addrefles  from  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufeta 
bay,  and  particularly  by  the  addrefs  coming  to  us  in  the  name  of 
the  governor  and  council  and  convention  of  the  reprefentatives  of 

*  e.P  °Pje  ^ie  colony,  that  they  had  joyfully  received  the 
notice  of  our  happy  acceftion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
can  fed  the  proclamation  thereof  to  be  iffued  throughout  the  faid  ter- 
ntoiy  .  Wc  have  therefore  thought  fit  hereby  to  fignify  our  royaj 
approbation  of  the  fame,  and  gracious  acceptance  of  your  readinefs 
in  performing  that  which  was  neceftary,  on  your  parts,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  our  faid  colony.  And  whereas 
_/ou  giv  e  us  to  underhand,  that  you  have  taken  upon  you  the  pre- 
ient  caie  of  tne  gevernment,  until  you  fhould  receive  our  order 
thciein  ,  we  do  hen  by  authorize  and  impower  you  to  continue, 
in  oui  name,  your  caie  in  the  adminiftration  thereof  «and  prefervg- 
tion  of  the  peace,  until  we  fhall  have  taken  fuch  refolutions  and 
given  fuch  directions  for  the  more  orderly  fettlement  of  the  faid  go¬ 
vern  pient. 
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ommanding  the  delivery  of  the  fails  taken  from  the  Rofei68* 

rio-ate,  and  another  order  for  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  and 

he  other  perfons,  to  be  fent  to  England  *.  Mr.  Mather 

intended 

rernment,  as  (hall  molt  conduce  to  our  fervice,  and  the  {ecurity 
md  fatisfaftion  of  our  fubjefts  within  that  our  colony.  And  fo  we 
,id  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  in  Whitehall,  the  12th  day  . 

)f  Ausuft,  1689,  in  the  firft  year  of  our  reign. 

h  '  By  his  Majefty’s  Command, 

Colony  of  Maflachufets.  Shrewsbury. 

V/her^as'sir  Edmund  Andros,  knt.  late  governor  of  our  dominion 
nf  New-En gland,  has  been  feized  by  fome  people  m  Bolton,  and 
is  under  dole  confinement  there,  together  with  Edward  Randolph, 

John  Trefry,  and  divers  other  fubjefts,  who  have  humoly  requeued 
us,  that  they  be  either  fet  at  liberty,  or  fent  in  fafe  cuftody  into 
England,  to'  anfwer  before  us,  what  may  be  objefted  againit  them  : 

We  do  hereby  will  and  require  that  the  faid  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
Edward  Randolph,  John  Trefry,  and  others  our  fubjeds  that  have 
been  in  like  mannar  feized  by  the  faid  people  of  Bolton,  and  dial! 
be  at  the  receipt  of  thefe  our  commands  detained  there  under  confine¬ 
ment,  be  forthwith  fent  on  board  the  firft  Ihip  bound  hither,  to  an¬ 
fwer  before  us  what  may  be  objected  agamit  them,  and  that  you  tase 
care  that  they  be  civilly  ufed  in  their  palfages  from  New-Eng  ana, 
and  fafely  conveyed  to  our  royal  prefence.  Given  «t  our  com t 
Whitehall  this  30th  day  of  July,  1689,  in  the  firft  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majelly’s  command, 

Nottingham. 

To  fuch  as,  for  the  time  being,  take  care  for  preferving  the  peace 
and  admin  iftrin'g  the  laws  in  our  colony  of  the  Mallachufets-bay 
Jn  New-England,  in  America. 

Of  all  that  were  concerned  in  the  late  government,  Mr.  Dudley 
felt  molt  of  the  people's  refentment.  Oppreffion  is lets  grievous  from 
a  Granger,  than  one  of  our  own  country.  Danforth  writes  to  I.  Ma- 
ther  “  Mr  Dudley  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  objeft  of  the  peo¬ 
ple's  dilpleafure,  even  throughout  all  the  colonies  where  he  hath  (at 
E„e  .  they  deeply  refent  his  correfponden.ee  with  that  wicnted  man 

Randolph  for  overturning  the  government, - The  governor  am 

council,  though  they  have  done  their  Utmort  to  procure  his  enlarge 
ment  vet  c?n’t  prevail,  but  the  peop»e  will  have  him  in  the  j  \  • 
and  when  he  hath  been  by  order  turned  out,  by  force  and  tonujt 

l«hef  am  tobf  thatgihis’  morning  is  the  laft  opportunity  for  rolling 
away  the  fton’e  from  the  mouth  of  this  fepukhrewhererauibur.ed 

gnye,  in  which  I  yet  trouble  you  w  y  u  Biadhreet, 
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j  i  . .  i—  ,  .  En  gland  with  thefe  or 

ders  ;  ,  bis  ion  being  ^ken  with  the  fmali-pox  at  Dea! 

prevented  his  embarking.  Letters  arrived  in  England 

prefently  after  the  King’s  order  to  the  old  magiftrates 
from  S.r  Edmund  Andros,  Mr.  Dudley,  &c.  complaining 
of  their  ufage.  N.cholfon  and  Uftier  came  to  LondoJ 
a^fo  with  their  complaints,  and  the  Indians  falling  unor 
Pifcataqua  about  the  fame  time,  it  was  imputed  to°the  re 
volution  in  the  Mafiachufets,  and  the  friends  of  New 

Rnglanu  were  afraid  the  powers  would  be  recalled  *  anc 
a  governor  fent  over  without  delay.  1 

The  letters  did  not  arrive  in  New-England  until  ven 
-ate  in  the  year,  but  came  very  opportunely  to  calm  the 
commotions  which  had  very  much  increafed  there  Sit 
Edmund,  his  fervant  having  enticed  the  cendnel  to  drink 
and  then  to  fuffer  him  to  be  upon  guard  in  his  Head: 
efcaped  from  the  caftle,  and  went  to  Rhode-Ifland,  where 
Major  Sanford  ftopped  him,  and  fent  him  back  to  the  caftle 
again  +.  The  firft  opportunity  after  the  arrival  of  the 

King’: 

Bradftreef  Sept.  12th,  “  After  twenty  weeks  unaccountable  1m- 
pnfonment,  and  many  barbarous  ufages  offered  me  therein  the  lad 
leven  weeks  whereof  are  upon  account  of  your  letters  to  m^  I  have 
now  to  complain,  that  on  Monday,  the  whole  day.  1  could  be  allowed 
no  viduals  till  nine  of  the  clock  at  night,  when  the  keeper’s  wife 
offered  to  kindle  her  own  fire  to  warm  fomething  for  me  and  the 
corporal  exprefly  commanded  the  fire  to  be  put  out. — I  may  be  eafilv 
oppreiled  to  death.— God  will  hear  them  that  complain  to  him —I 
pray  your  direflions  for  your  oppreffed  kinfman,  J.  D.” 

*  Math.  Mather’s  letter  to  Increafe  Mather,  See. 

t  Leifler,  at  New-York,  was  greatly  alarmed  at  Sir  Edmund’s 
eicape  He  writes  to  the  Mafi'achufets  governor  from  New-York  ' 
Sept.  3d.  “  I  he  efcape  of  Sir  Edmund,  and  his  arrival  at  Rhode- 
Jfland,  where  Col  Dongan  did,  the  fame  day,  land  fome  of  his 
people,  and  himielf  not  tar  off,  caufed  a  jealoufy  in  us  of  a  bad  de- 
fign.  Jn  this  interim  of  time  arrived  here  Mr.  John  Emerfon,  John 
Leverett,  William  Brattle,  Thomas  Maccarty,  and  John  Perrv  from 
the  ferry,  after  watch  fet  in  the  night  well  armed,  and,  as  reported 
went  into  a  tavern,  where  doors  and  windows  were  fhut  a  man  on 
horfeback  was  difpatched  poft  out  of  the  town,  made  us’ all  believe 

tnem  oi  btr  Edmund’s  people,  and  he  himielf  not  far  off.  I  fent 

% 
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Kind’s  order,  he,  with  Mr.  Dudley  and  feveral  others,  1689 
embarked  for  England  *.  The  general  court  thought  it 
advifeable  to  fend  over  two  of  their  members  to  join  with 
Sir  Henry  Affihurft  and  Mr.  Mather  in  maintaining  their 
charges  againft  their  oppreffors,  as  well  as  in  foliciting  the 
reiteration  of  the  charter,  with  fuch  additional  privileges  as 
fhould  be  thought  proper,  viz.  Eliffia  Cooke,  and  Thomas 
Oakes  *f ,  both  of  them  affiftants.  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  good  underftanding,  and  had  been  well  educated, 
had  always  adhered  ftifflly  to  the  old  charter,  and  when 
all  the  reft  of  the  affiftants  declined  reaffirming  it,  he  alone 
was  in  favour  of  it  *}:.  Mr.  Oakes  was  a  man.  of  lefs  confe- 
quence,  but  attached  to  the  fame  fide,  having  been  fome 
time  a  representative  of  the  town  of  Bolion,  and  not  o  1 
the  affiftants  when  they  refufed  to  reaffume.  1  hey  were 
inftrudted,  among  other  things,  to  follicit  in  parliament,  01 
elfewhere,  the  confirmation  of  their  ancient  charter,  and 


for  the  ftrano-ers  of  whom  I  demanded  a  pafs  ;  they  laid  they  had 
one,  but  loll  it ;  they  knew  no  body  but  Major  Erockholt  and  Capt. 
Locker,  two  known  papifts,  whereby  I  fufpedted  them  to  be  re^.y 
of  Sir  Edmund’s  people,  and  beat  the  drum.  I  fenc  twelve  lol- 
diers  to  fearch  the  houfe  for  their  portmanteaus,  two  were  brought 
and  owned  to  be  theirs,  I  found  about  forty  letters,  mod  ot  them 
diredled  to  difapprovers  of  our  adions,  which  caufed  me  to  a. aim 
the  town,  by  which  arlarm  I  got  immediately  about  five  hundred 
men  couragecufly  armed,  and,  while  the  committee  read  the  let¬ 
ters,  I  fent  out  parties  to  fearch  for  Grangers,  and  for  the  men  of 
the  houfe  where  they  arrived,  being  perfons  who  never  joined  with 
us  to  watch  and  fortify,  nor  armed  in  any  alarm.  The  letters  being 
read,  and  nothing  found,  we  fufpeded  that  thole  of  confluence 
were  gone,  and  fo  remained  upon  our  guard.  In  the  morning  Mi. 
Lawrence  perufed  a  letter  from  his  grand-child,  wherein  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  faid  gentlemen  were  diicovered ;  upon  which  flender 
proof  and  my  charity,  I  ventured  to  releafe  the  faid  gentlemen , 
who  confeffed  we  had  juft  caufe  to  fufpedt  them,  ad  thing,  fa  mg 

out  as  they  did.”  ,  .  „  ~  „ 

The  four  perfons  firft  named  belonged  to  the  college  at  Cambndge. 

*  The  beginning  of  February.  . 

f  Mr.  Oakes  was  not  chofen  afliftant  until  May  a*ter  they  em¬ 
barked. 


t 
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This  appears  from  the  files  the  court. 
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J  gand  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  civil  and  facred,  and,  i 
t  lere  Ihould  be  opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaininj 
farther  privileges  as  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colony 
he  agents  difagreed,  and  by  this  means,  certain  articles  in 
tended  againft  Sir  Edmund  were  never  figned  by  them  * 

H 


Mr.  Matner  faid,  that  the  Earl  of  Monmouth  told  him  they  hai 
cut  the  throat  of  their  country  in  not  doing  it  ;  but  Mr.  Cooke’s  ex 
cufe  was,  Sir  John  Somers  s  advice,  which  he  faid  was  againft  doin' 
it.  An  enquiry  into  tne  conduct  of  Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft  it  wa 
defigned  fhould  be  avoided,  and  this  was  the  reafon  of  Sir  johi 
Somers  s  advice  to  Mr.  Cooke.  “  When  the  agents \iirft  appeare< 
before  the  council,  bir  Edmund,  Dudley,  Randolph,  & c.  had  no 
tice  to  be  prenem  ado,  and  came  prepared  with  a  charge  againft  th< 
colony,  for  rebellion  againft  lawful  authority,  for  imprifoning  thi 
King  s  governor,  & c.  Sir  John  Somers  thereupon  faid,  that  the  agent 
were  upon  the  cefenfive  part,  and  were  ready  to  anfvver  any  com 
piaints.  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  who  had  brought  the  quo  warrant 
then  declaimed  largely  againft  the  colony  for  tbofe  deeds  by  whicl 
he  luppofed  the  charter  forfeited ;  but,  in  the  clofe,  to  prevent  ar 
anfvver,  acknowledged  that  what  he  faid  was  foreign  to  the  prefen 
caie,  and  one  of  the  lords  faid,  let  us  keep  to  the  matter  before  us 
I  he  agents  were  then  required  to  give  the  reafons  of  the  oppofitor 
to  Sir  Edmund  and  his  authority.  They  began  with  his  proclama 
tion,  and  other  endeavours  to  ftifte  the  news  of  the  prince’s  landing 
and  the  imprifonment  of  the  perfon  who  brought  over  the  declara 
tion.  Lord  prefident  (Marquis  of  Carmarthen)  afleed  who  imprifonec 
Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft  ?  Sir  John  Somers  replied,  The  country 
my  Lord,  oppreffed  by  an  arbitrary  government,  did  there  as  we  die 
here,  rofe  as  one  man,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  news  of  the  re 
volution  in  England  to  free  themfelves  from  the  yoke  they  were  un 
der.  .  Lord  prefident.  You  fay  it  was  the  country  and  the  people 
that  is  no  body,  let  us  fee  A  B  and  C,  the  perfons  that  will  make  i 
their  cafe.  Here  is  a  charge  againft  the  King's  governor,  but  nc 
body  has  figned  the  paper.  Sir  J.  Somers.  My  Lord,  we  are  here,  ir 
behalf  of  the  country,  to  manage  their  concerns,  and  not  in  th< 
behalf  of  any  particular  perfons.  One  of  the  agents  then  whifperec 
Sir  John,  that  if  that  was  a  ftick,  they  would  ftgn  the  paper  im 
mediately but  he  replied  no,  we  are  in  our  way,  and  have  fol 
lowed  the  dire&ion  of  the  board,  and  if  they  will  bring  us  off  tliu: 
they  may.  One  of  the  Lords  faid,  I  perceive  the  revolution  wa 
there  as  it  was  here,  by  the  unanimous  agreement  of  the  people 
for  who  feized  and  imprisoned  the  late  lord  chancellor?  Who  leizec 
and  imprifoned  the  lord  fuch  and  foch,  naming  feveral,.  and  fe 
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He  obtained, fome  time  after,  the  government  of  Virginia,  16S9 
where  he  died.  Mr.  Dudley  was  appointed  chief  jufticc 
of  New-York,  and  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1690,  was 
at  Bofton,  in  his  way  to  his  poft.  Nicholfon  endeavoured 
for  the  government  of  New-York,  but  had  not  intereft  to 
carry  it,  and  was  appointed  lieutenant  governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  under  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  *. 

The  war  with  the  Indians,  which  began  before  the 
revolution  of  government,  continued  all  the  year  after, 
Madockawando,  fachem  of  the  Penobfcots,  who  came  into 
Pemaquid,  was  fent  to  Bofton,  where  he  arrived  juft  about 
the  time  the  governor  was  confined.  The  authority 
treated  him  kindly,  and  fent  him  home,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wrote  to  St.  Caftine,  and  defired  him  to  life  his  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  Indians,  and  offered  him  fafe  conduct,  if 
he  inclined  to  come  to  Bofton.  Madockawando  had  pro 
mifed  his  intereft  for  redemption  of  the  captives  which  had 


cured  the  garrifon  of  Hull  ?  &c.  I  think  we  underftand  the  matter 
well  enough,  and  fee  no  reafon  why  we  may  not  go  forward  with 
the  proof.  Another  lord  fpake  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  faid  the 
people  were  to  be  commended  for  what  they  had  done  ;  but  lord 
prefident  applied  himielf  to  the  agents,  and  faid,  gentlemen,  here 
has  been  a  pretty  deal  of  time  fpent,  my  lords  will  give  his  Ma« 
jefty  a  true  and  impartial  account  of  what  has  been  faid  on  both 
{ides,  and  wait  his  Majefty’s  further  pleafure,  and  you  may  with¬ 
draw  for  the  prefent.  The  next  day  Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft  were 
difcharged  from  any  further  attendance,  and  a  report  being  made 
to  his  Majefty  in  council,  the  fame  was  approved,  and  the  matter 
was  ordered  to  be  difmilTed  on  both  fides.”  [Mr.  Cooke's  letter 
Thus  the  agents  were  diverted,  by  their  own  council,  from  purfuing 
their  inftruttions,  and  fupporting  a  charge  which  had  been  prepared 
and  offered  to  the  Lords  of  the  council.  It  was  well  known,  that 
it  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  have  no  enquiry  made.  Lord  pre~ 
iident’s  own  arbitrary  actions,  whilft  Earl  of  Danby,  for  which  no 
(atisfadion  had  been  given,  would  have  Hared  him  in  the  face,  and 
it  would  not  have  well  confided  with  the  oblivion  intended  for  what 
had  paft  at  home,  to  have  been  very  drift  in  enquiring  into  tyranny 


the 


in  the  colonies. 

*  He  wrote  to  the  Mafiachufets  authority,  to  enquire  into 
{late  of  the  Indian  war,  and  with  an  air  of  boafting  concludes  his  let¬ 
ter;  “  From  him  who  has  the  honour  to  be  their  Majefties  lieute¬ 
nant  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  tbs  colony  of  V  irginia. 
F,  Nicholfon,” 
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10890000  taken,  and  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war  ;  but  bot 
he  and  Caftine  deceived  the  government.  Madock; 
wan  do  proved  a  moft  virulent  enemy. 

The  Indians  ot  Penicook,  upon  Merrimack  river,  in  th 
fpnng  of  the  year  1689,  profeffing  great  friendffiip  to  Mt 
jor  Waldron,  of  Quochecho*,  were  civilly  treated  by  hirr 
and  one  of  their  chiefs  were  lodged  in  his  garrifon.  Tli 
Indian,  in  the  night,  opened  the  gate  to  a  great  number  c 
Saco  and  Penicook  Indians,  who  lay  hoverin"  round  i 
They  killed  the  major  and  twenty-two  others,  and  carrie 
away  twenty-nine  captives,  and  plundered  and  burnt  th 
neighbouring  houfes.  The  authority  at  Bolton  wet 
equally  anxious  for  the  protedion  and  defence  of  th 
people,  as  if  they  had  been  within  the  colony,  and  fer 
out  forces  for  their  relief.  Intelligence  arrived,  foon  aftei 
of  mifchief  done  in  ieveral  parts  of  the  county  of  Yort 
or  province  of  Main,  and,  on  the  220  of  Augult,  the  foi 
at  Pemaquid,  the  command  of  which  (being  garrifoned  b 
14  men  only)  was  given  to  one  Weenies,  an  officer  S; 
Edmund  had  left  there,  was  befieged  by  the  Indians.  1 
was  fo  !i united  as  to  be  overlooked  from  a  rock  near  to  it  1 
From  thence  the  Indians  galled  the  garrifon  to  fuch  de 
gree,  that  the  next  day  they  capitulated  upon  terms,  whic 
were  kept  with  Indian  faith,  fome  of  the  men  bein. 
butchered,  and  the  others  carried  captive.  There  were  n 
hopes  of  fecurity  by  fea  or  land,  the  French  from  Quebe 
inlligating  the  Indians,  and  joining  parties  with  them,  an 
the  French  from  Acadie,  by  their  frnall  privateers,  infed 
ing  the  coafts,  and  taking  many  veffels.  In  the  winter 
therefore,  the  general  court  were  meditating  an  attemp 
both  upon  Port- Royal  and  Quebec.  Sir  William  Pbips  ; 

cam 

*  In  New  H  amp  (hire. 

t  Both  Englifh  and  French  have  fell  into  the  like  miflake,  in  th 
fruation  of  feveral  forts,  built  iince  that  time. 

J  Sir  William  P hips  was  a  New-England  man,  born  at  Pemaqun 
in  1 6 j' o ,  where  he  kept  fheep  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  the 
was  an  app-entice  to  a  fb ip  carpenter.  When  he  was  free,  he  fet  u] 
his  trade,  and  built  a  flop  at  Sheepfcote.  Afrer  that,  he  follows 
the  fea,  and  hearing  of  a  Spanifh  wreck  near  the  Bahamas,  he  gav 

fuc 


tame  to  New-England  in  the  fummer  of  1689.  He  was  16J9 
thought  the  fitted  perfon  for  the  command  of  the  forces* 

Eight  fmall  veflels,  with  fevtn  or  eight  hundred  men,  wds 
thought  a  fufficient  force  for  Port-Royal. 

The  fleet  failed  the  28th  of  April,  and  returned  the  30th  169$ 
of  May.  The  foft  at  Port-Royal  being  in  no  capacity  to 
Hand  a  liege,  furrendered  with  little  or  no  refiftance.  Sir 
William  took  poflefllon  (as  appears  by  his  journal)  of  the 
whole  fea  coaft  from  Port-Royal  to  Penobfcot  and  the 
New-England  fettlements.  The  plunder  was  thought  equal 
to  the  whole  expence*  But  this  was  conjecture.  The  acqui- 
fition  was  fo  eafy  that  the  court  were  confirmed  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  their  defign  upon  Canada*  Befrdes*  the  ravages 
began  upon  the  frontiers  by  French  and  Indians,  as  foon  as 
the  fpfing  opened,  made  it  appear  more  neceflary  than 
ever.  Cafco  fort,  with  above  ioopcrfons,  was  bdleged* 
and  taken,  whilft  the  forces  were  gone  to  Port-Royal. 
There  was  a  (till  further  inducement,  they  hoped  to  re- 


•  i  *• 

fuck  an  account  of  it  in  England,  that  in  168  J,  he  Was  appointed 
commander  of  one  of  the  King's  frigates,  theAlgier  Rofe  of  i  & 
guns,  and  went  in  fearch  of  it,  but  failed.  Soon  after,  being  fitted 
out  by  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  upon  a  fecond  voyage,  he  was  more 
lucceisful,  and  brought  home  a  treafure  of  near  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  his  own  (hare  being  about  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 
only.  The  King  knighted  him.  He  was  foon  after  appointed 
high  fheriff  of  New-England,  which  he  accepted  with  a  view  to 
ferve  his  country,  Under  a  tyrannical  government,  but  he  could  dd 
no  fervice,  and  was  in  England  again  in  x 688.  King  James,  about 
the  time  of  his  abdication,  offered  him  the  government  of  New- 
England.  It  was  not  a  time  to  accept  of  it.  Sir  William  had  the 
character  of  an  honed  man.  His  education  was  very  low.  He  was 
of  a  hady  temper,  and  being  a  dout  man,  he  would  ufe  his  cane 
and  fid  after  he  was  governor.  Sortie  indances  of  this  fort  with  a 
captain  of  a  iftan  of  war  and  a  collector  occafioned  complaints 
againd  him  in  England,  which  he  was  fe'nt  for  to  anfwer,  and  fo 
far  judified  or  excufed  his  pad  condiift,  that  he  was  returning  to 
his  government,  when  he  fell  fick  and  died,  ahd  was  buried 
in  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  church*  London.  By  a  feries  of  for¬ 
tunate  incidents,  rather  than  by  any  uncommon  talents,  he 
rofe  from  the  lowed  condition  in  life  to  be  the  fird  man  in  his 
country. 

*  May  17  th. 
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1 690  commend  themfelves  to  the  King’s  favour,  and  toobtair 

tn  t  o f t  eir  government.  A  imall  veffel  hac 
been  fent  to  England  exprefs,  the  beginning  of  April,  witl 
a  reprefentation  of  the  expofed  (late  of  the  colony,  and  th< 
necefilty  of  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and  praying  for  i 
fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  the  Kin^ 
frigates  to  attack  the  French  by  fea,  whilft  the  colom 
forces  fhould  march  by  land  and  perform  their  parts  f 

’"7"  1  l.ie  confideration  of  the  premifes,  hath  put  the  govern 

9  ^nent  here  upon  fending  a  veffel  on  purpofe  to  give  their  Majeftie 

and  moft  honorable  privy  council  a  true  information  of  the  pre 
fent  condition  of  thefe  their  Majefties  colonies.  Sundry  planta 
tions  eaiterly,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  are  utterly  ruinated  and  de 
populated.  The  war  was  begun  there  the  fummer  1688,  and  abou 
700  foldiers  then  levied  in  this  colony  by  Sir  Edmund,  and  fen 
thither,  the  charge  whereof  is  not  yet  defrayed.— L aft  fummer  w 
had  as  great  a  number,  or  more,-  in  conftant  pay  ;  the  whol?  0 
the  rates  already  made  amount  to  more  than  twenty  thoufam 
pounds.  This  people  are  now  fo  very  poor,  that  many  profefs  the1 
have  not  corn  for  their  families,  and  thofe  to  whom  wages  are  due 
ery,  that  if  they  have  them  not,  they  and  their  families  mult  ftarve 
—-There  being  now  wars  between  Holland  and  France,  fome  ar 
fearful  leit  the  Hollanders  fhould  effay  the  poffeffmg  themfelves  o 
Canada,  and  though  it  is  hopeful  they  may  prove  better  neighbour 
than  the  French,  yet,  confidering  the  damage  that  will  thereb1 
be  fuflained  by  the  crown  of  England,  in  lofs  of  fifhery,  maft 
ing,  furs,  &c.  it  were  better  to  expend  two  or  three  thoufam 
pounds  for  the  gaining  that  place,  than  that  the  French,  or  Dutcl 

either,  fhould  have  it. - This  fmall  veffel,  coming  upon  thi 

foie  errand  and  bufinefs,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  intereft,  mul 
not  be  permitted  to  return  empty.  We  have  confidence,  that 
may  their  Majefties  have  a  true  information,  they  will  judge  th 
prefent  war  made  by  the  French  and  Indians  upon  their  fubjeft 
here,  to  be  more  their  Majefties  concern  than  their  fubjefls,  an< 
V/ill  not  fuffer  them  to  fink  and  perifh  under  fo  heavy  a  burden 
but  will  order  to  be  fent  out  of  the  King’s  ftore  four  or  five  hundre< 
barrels  of  powder,  with  fhot  proportionable,  and  four  or  five  thou 
fand  fuzees,  our  guns  being  many  of  them  loft  in  the  war.— 
You  may  affure  their  Majefties  that  it  will  encourage  their  fubjeft 
here,  with  all  alacrity  of  mind,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  there 
with,  for  reducing  the  French  in  Canada  to  their  Maje’ties  obe 
dience,  If  their  Majefties  lhall  give  orders  for  a  fuitable  numbe 
of  frigates  to  attack  them  by  fea.” — Dep.  Gsv.  Danf orth's  letter  t 
Sir  H*  Afourftt  April  I,  1690. 
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But  their  hands  were  too  full  in  England  to  give  any  at-  1690 
tendon  to  this  propofah  The  Maffachufets,  however, 
determined  to  proceed,  and  Connecticut  and  New- York 
engaged  to  furnifh  a  body  of  men.  Two  thoufand  were 
expected  to  march  by  Lake  Champlain  and  attack  Mont¬ 
real,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  forces  by  fea  fhould  be  be¬ 
fore  Quebec.  It  was  late  in  the  feafon  to  undertake  this 
great  affair,  but  they  tarried  longer  than  otherwife  they 
would  have  done,  in  expectation  of  the  ftores  they  had  fent 
for  to  England.  None  arriving,  the  9th  of  Auguft  the 
fleet  failed  from  Nantafket.  There  were  between  thirty 
and  forty  veffels,  great  and  fmall,  the  largeft  of  44  guns 
and  2co  men,  perhaps  not  of  luperior  Itrength  to  a  fixth 
rate  man  of  war,  the  whole  number  of  men  about  two 
thoufand.  They  did  not  arrive  before  Quebec  until  the 
5th  of  October.  Great  dependence  was  had  upon  a  divifion 
of  the  French  force,  but  it  happened,  mo  ft  unfortunately, 
that  the  forces  defigned  againft  Montreal  had  retreated, 
and  the  news  of  it  had  reached  Montreal  before  the  fleet 
arrived  at  Quebec,  fo  that  Count  Frontenac,  the  French 
general,  was  able  to  employ  the  whole  ftrength  of  Canada 
againft  this  little  army  *.  This  muff  have  ftruck  a  damp 

upon 


*  When  apian  is  thus  formed,  conftfting  of  various  parts,  upon 
the  due  execution  of  every  one  of  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole 


depends,  it  muft  give  great  pain  to  men,  who  have  not  loft  all 
feeling,  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  perform  the  parts  afiigned 
them,  and  much  greater  to  have  been  guilty  of  negleft  or  un- 
faithfulnefs.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  day,  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of 
the  New-York  and  Connecticut  forces  failing.  A  letter  from 
Bofton  to  London,  Nov.  24th  1690,  fays,  “  That  the  enemy  had 
notice  of  our  coming,  very  long  before  we  could  get  at  them, 
and  whereas  we  had  laid  in  beforehand,  that  the  five  nations  of 
the  weftern  Indians,  with  a  party  of  Englifti  from  Conne&icut  and 
Albany,  fhould,  by  land,  alarm  the  French  quarters  about  Mont¬ 
real  ;  it  fell  out  that,  when  thefe  were  upon  their  march,  foine 
that  therein  ferved  the  French  interefts,  by  their  wiles,  decoyed 
them  into  a  retreat  that  proved  unlucky  for  us.”  The  diftra&ed 
ftate  of  the  government  of  New-York,  one  party  determined  to 
ruin  the  public  intereft  if  the  other  had  engaged  in  it,  muft  have 
contributed  to  this  difappointment.  Leifler  writes  in  a  rage 
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upon  the  fpirits  of  the  Englifh  forces,  and  they  could  have 
ut  little  hopes  of  fucceeding.  Le  Hontan,  a  French 
writer,  fays,  the  general  was  at  Montreal  when  he  heard 
the  news  of  the  fleet’s  being  in  the  river,  and  that,  if  the 
Englifh  had  made  their  defcent  before  his  arrival  at  Que¬ 
bec,  or  two  days  after,  they  would  have  carried  the  place 
.without  ftriking  a  blow,  there  not  being  200  French  in 
the  city,  which  lay  open  and  expofed  on  all  hands,  but 
that  they  loft  three  days  in  confulting,  before  they 
came  to  a  refolution.  Succefs  is  wifdom  with  mankind  ia 
general.  From  the  ill  tuccefs  of  this  undertaking,  both 
Englifh  and  French  writers  have  treated  it  with  ridicule 
and  peculiar  contempt.  The  next  morning  after  the  fleet 
arrived.  Sir  William  lent  a  fummons  afhore.  If  it  was  too 
pompous,  the  anfwer  was  too  infolent.  The  Englifh  were 
called  hereticks  and  traytors,  and  told,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  revolution.  New- England  and  Canada  would 
have  been  all  one.  T  he  French  fay  the  Major  who  car¬ 
ried  the  fummons  was  threatned  with  a  gibbet,  and  had 
like  to  have  lwooned.  No  notice  is  taken  of  this  in  the 
Englifh  journals.  And  it  is  not  likely  to  be  true.  An 


to  governor  Braddrect,  Sept.  15th  1690,  “  I  have  ufed  all  arguments 
and  means  poflible  to  reinforce  for  Canada,  but  by  Major  Win- 
throp’s  treachery  and  cowardice,  with  the  reii  of  his  tools,  hath 
rendered  the  work  altogether  impracticable,  his  errand  being  lb 
far  effected  as  to  leave  us  in  a  weaker  date  than  he  found  us. 
Neverthelefs,  we  dcfpair  not  in  the  lead  fo  to  maintain  that  pod, 
that  it  fhall  defy  him  and  all  his  affailants  ever  to  dare  attempt¬ 
ing  fuch  lewd  unaccountable  praftices  in  fuch  a  rebellious  manner, 
as  his  keeping  a  garrifon  in  Livingdon’s  houfe,  poding  centinels 
to  challenge  the  grand  rounds,  and  other  crimes,  not  only  to 
ffop  our  proceedings  to  pafs  the  lake,  but  to  anfwer  the  ambitious 
ends  of  the  con  federates  united  therein  to  divert  our  forces 

another  way. - Good  God!  how  mondrous  is  it,  under  pretence 

of  general  affidance,  to  cover  their  particular  interefts  and  bring 
to  pafs  fuch  treacherous  purpofes.  Mr.  Livingllon,  that  betrayer 
of  the  province  and  arch  contederate  with  yourfelvcs,  being  willing 
to  have  expofed  us  to  the  remaining  inhabitants  ;  however,  God 
be  thanked,  wc  had  thofe  that  made  early  proviiion  againdthefe 
devices,*'  & c. 

Thus  Winthrop’s  chara&er  fee:ns  to  have  been  made  a  facrifice 
to  Lcifler’s  vanity  and  madnefs. 

attempt 


I 


I 
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attempt  was  made  to  land  the  next  day  (the  7th)  but  the  1690 
violence  of  the  wind  prevented.  The  8  th,  they  landed 
ill  the  effe&ive  men,  amounting  to  between  twelve  and 
thirteen  hundred*.  They  were  fired  upon  from  the 
woods  by  French  and  Indians,  and  marched  in  diforder, 
and  did  not  attempt  tocrofs  Charles  river,  which  lay  be-, 
tween  them  and  the  town.  Night  overtook  them.  Upon 
examining  a  delerter,  he  gave  them  fuch  an  account  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  French,  as  difcouraged  them  from  ad¬ 
vancing  any  farther.  The  fhips  were  drawn  up  the  next 
evening  before  the  town.  They  did  little  damage  to  the 
enemy,  but  were  much  fluttered  by  the  cannon  from  their 
batteries.  The  forces  continued  afhore  until  the  1  ith» 
rather  upon  the  defenfive,  when  they  embarked  with  pre¬ 
cipitation.  A  council  of  war  was  called  the  next  day,  and 
proposals  were  made  for  another  attempt,  after  a  few  days 
refrefhment  for  the  men  ;  but  tempeftuous  weather  came 
on,  which  drove  fome  of  the  veffels  from  their  anchors 
and  fcattered  the  whole  fleet,  and  they  made  the  beft  of 
their  way  back  to  Bofton,  where  Sir  William  arrived  the 
19th  of  November.  Some  of  the  fleet  were  blown  off  to 
the  Weft-Indies,  one  was  loft  upon  Anticofta,  and  two  or 
three  were  wrecked  or  never  heard  of.  It  appears  by 
manufeript  letters,  that  about  two  hundred  men  were  loft 
by  the  enemy  and  ficknefs  f.  The  fmall-pox,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Bofton  before  they  failed,  had  got  into  the  army. 
Many  died  of  the  camp  dileafe  after  tneir  return,  and 
fpread  the  infection  among  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton. 

This  was  was  a  humbling  ftroke  to  New-England.  The 
return  of  the  New-York  and  Connecticut  forces  was  the 
mail  vifibls  caufe  of  the  difappointment.  Walley,  who, had 
the  command  of  the  land  forces,  gave  in  a  journal  of  his 
proceedings  to  the  general  court.  His  conduct  wasceniured 
by  particular  perfons,  but  there  was  no  public  enquiry.  . 

*  Le  Hontan  makes  them  three  times  that  number,  and  that  they 
left  300  dead  on  the  fpot. 

f  Sir  William  fays,  in  his  rep  refen  Ration,  t,o  King  William^  trhat 
{;e  did  not  lofe  above  30  men  by  the  enemy. 

C  c  a  The 
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1650  The  government  was  utterly  unprepared  for  the  return 
o  the  forces.  They  feem  to  have  prefumed,  not  only 
upon  iucceis,  but  upon  the  enemy’s  treafure  to  bear  the 
charge  of  the  expedition.  The  foldiers  were  upon  the 
point  of  mutiny  for  want  of  their  wages f.  It  was  utterly 
impracticable  toraife,  in  a  few  days,  fuch  a  fum  of  monev 
as  would  be  neceffary.  An  a&  was  palled  for  levying  the 
fum,  but  the  men  could  not  flay  until  it  lhould  be  brought 
into  the  treafury.  The  extreme  difficulty,  to  which  the 
government  was  thus  reduced,  was  the  occafion  of  the  firft 
bills  of  credit  ever  iffued  in  the  colonies,  as  a  fubftitute  in 
the  place  of  money  *,  The  debt  was  paid  by  paper  notes 
from  two  fhiliings  to  ten  pounds  denomination,  which  notes 
were  to  be  received,  for  payment  of  the  tax  which  was  to 
be  levied,  and  all  other  payments  in  the  treafury.  This 
was  a  new^experiment.  They  had  better  credit  than 
King  James  s  leather  money  in  Ireland,  about  the  fame 
time.  But  the  notes  would  not  command  money,  nor  any 
commodities  at  money  price.  Sir  William  Phips,  it  is  faid, 
exchanged  a  large  fum,  at  par,  in  order  to  give  them  credit. 
The  foldiers,  in  general,  were  great  fufferers,  and  could  get 
no  more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  (hillings  in  the  pound. 
As  the  time  of  payment  of  the  tax  approached,  the  credit 
of  the  notes  was  raifed,  and  the  government  allowing  five 
per  cent,  to  thofe  who  paid  their  taxes  in  notes,  they  be¬ 
came  better  than  money.  This  was  gain  to  the  pofleflor, 
but  it  did  not  reftore  to  the  poor  foldier  what  he  had  loft 
by  the  difeount  t.  Sir  William  Phips,  after  a  few  weeks 

tarry 

■f  Arma  tenenti,  omnia  dat,  qiii  jufta  negat. 

Barbadoes  was  the  firft  which  followed  the  example.  Mr. 
Woodbridgc,  a  New-England  man,  was  the  projector.  Their  bills 
fanK  (blow,  that  the  id  and  was  inconfufion,  and  they  foon  abolifhed 
them.  All  the  colonies  upon  the  continent,  Nova-Scotia  excepted, 
have,  firft  or  Lift,  with  very  different  fuccefs,  gone  into  the  fame 
fubftitute.  It  may  be  made  a  query,  whether  the  project  of  a  land 
bank  in  England  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  which  entirely  failed, 
was  not  taken  from  this  expedient  of  New  England. 

+  ^  government,  encouraged  by  the  reftoratibn  of  credit  to  their 

bills,  afterwards  iilued  others  for  charges  of  government.  Thev 

obtained 
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tarry  in  Bofton,  embarked  for  England,  to  folhcit  an  ex- 1690 
pedition  from  thence  againlt  Canada,  the  government,  at 
the  fame  time,  fending  their  humble  addrefs  to  their 

Maiefties,  {hewing  the  neceflity  of  it. 

Whilst  the  forces  were  gone  to  Canada,  and  the  event 
uncertain,  the  Indians  pretended  to  be  difpofed  to  peace. 

obtained  good  credit  at  the  time  of  their  being  iflued .  The^:,f s  °f 
government  were  paid  in  this  manner  from  year 

fum  was  fmall,  filver  continued  themeafure,  and  bills  conUmted  the  r 

value.  When  the  charges  of  government  encreafcd,-  after  the 

fecond  expedition  to  Canada  in  1711,  filver  and 

creafed,  and  in  the  fame  or  greater proportion  the  filter  and 

gold  were  fent  out  of  the  country,  Hlere  being  a  cry  ;  > 

Sf  money  in  17:4,  the  government  caufed  50, oool.  to  be  iffuCd 

and  in  1716,  ioo,oool.  and  lent  to  the  inhabitants  to  be  paid^^ 

at  a  certain  period,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  pa  s .  ^ ,  0M 

were  mortgaged  for  fecurity.  As  foon  as  the  filver  and  grid 
were  gone  and  the  bills  were  the  foie  inftrument  of  c°mrnercc 

pounds  Ihillings  and  pence  were  altogether  1  ea  ui(i 

reafon  could  be  affigned  why  a  bill  of  twenty  ^  ngs^ftiould 

bear  a  certain  proportion  to  any  one  quan  1  y  r  _  tjme 

another:  Sums1  infills  were  drawing  into  the  treafu  y  from  time 
to  time  by  the  taxes,  or  payment  of  the  loans  but  then  other 

fums  were  continually  iffuing  out,  and  all  the  nrivate 

and  received  without  any  diftinftion  either  in  public ^o.  private 
DAvments  fo  that,  for  near  forty  years  together,  the  currency 
was  in  much  the  fame  (late,  as  if  an  hundred  thoufahd _  pounds 
flerling  had  been  (lamped  in  pieces  of  leather  or  paper  of  va 
denominations,  and  declared  to  be  the  money  of  the  government, 
without  any  other  fanaion  than  this,  that,  when  there  fhould l  be 
taxes  to  pay,  the  treafury  would  receive  this  fort  of  money  and 
that  every  creditor  fhould  be  obliged  to  receive  it  from  his  debtor. 

Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  medium  could  retain  its  valu  . 

In  1702,  6s.  8d.  was  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver.  In  1749,  50s. 
was  judged  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver.  I  faw_  a  five  flul  mg 
which  had  been  iffued  in  1690  and  was  remaining  in  '749>  and 
was  then  equal  to  eight  pence  only  in  lawfu  money,  and  f  ’ 
tained  but  about  one  eighth  of  its  original  value.  Such  was  t 
delufion  thar  not  only  the  bills  of  the  Maflhchufets  government 
faffed  as  money,  but  they  received  the  bills  of  the  government  of 
Connefticut  New-Hamplhire  and  Rhode  Illand  alfo  as  a  currency. 
Ti;c  Maflachufets  bills  paffed  alfo  in  thofe  governments.  In  1749 
biUs  ofereditwere  aborted,  and  un'efs  the  evils  which  they  oc 
cafioned  fhould  be  forgotten,  the  government,  it  muft  be  prefumed, 
will  never  ifTue  any  more. 

Cci  Major 
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1-690  ^a'°r  Plke  and  Major  Hutchinfon  f ,  two  of  the  afilftants 
W  appointed  to  treat  with  them  at  Wells,  but  nothing 

vir  pT'  °n  2$th  of  November,  fix  of  the  chiefs^ 
\V^lEd|erem^’  rr?qualmot*  Watombamet,  Naiftumbuit 

*  brought  iP  ten  captiyes 
5  d  ln  ,beha!f  °f  the  Pemcoox,  Winnapiffiaukee,  Ofiapy 

£SW"J**  Amaf(.'°Sgin,  Pejepfcot,  Kenebeck  Indians’, 
and  all  adjacent  places,  within  the  territories  of  thofe 
Sagamores,  agreed  upon  a  truce  until  the  firft  of  May  en- 
fuing,  upon  which  day  they  were  to  meet  at  the  houfe  of 
lieutenant  Storer,  in  Wells,  and  to  bring  in  all  the  Englifh 
captives,  and  to  fettle  articles  for  a  firm'  and  lafting  peace. 
This  agreement  was  made  at  Sagadehoc,  with  Cant,  john 
Alden,  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council  for'  that 

purpoJe  In  confluence  of  this  truce,  the  land  enjoyed 
relt  for  the  winter.  J  J 


At  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  Danforth,  the  deputy 
governor,  and  feveral  others,  with  a  proper  guard,  re¬ 
paired  to  Wei  s,  but  no  Indians  appeared.  Capr.  Con¬ 
vene  went  out,  and  m,eet:ng  with  fome  of  them,  they 
came  m,  bringing  two  captives  with  them,  and  promifed 
in  twenty  days  to  bring  in  all  the  reft.  The  deputy 
governor  returned  difappointed,  and  a  frelh  fupply  of  « 
men  weie  lent  to  Storer  s  houle,  where  they  vrere  fcarcely 
arrived,  when,  on  June  9th,  an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
garrtfon  by  200  Indians,  with  Moxus,  a  noted  Sachem,  at 
their  head  ;  but  the  fortunate  arrival  of  thefe  recruits  pre¬ 
vented  the  enemy  from  fucceeding.  Divers  were  killed 
at  Berwick,  Exeter  and  Cape  Nidduck.  A  fmall  army 
was  lent  into  the  eaftern  country  by  fea,  which  landed  at 
Maquoit,  $nd  marched  to  Pejepfcot,  but  met  with  none  of 


f  Grandfon  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 

The  1  aft  received  his  name  from  the  Englifh,  his  Indian  name 
not  mentioned.  The  others  are  names  of  dignity,  it  being  they 
cuftom  when  one  qhief  dies  to  give  the  name  to  his  fucceifor  in  office, 
though  not  of  his  family.  There  were  an  Edgeremet  and  Nar&om- 
buit  at  the  treaty  of  Falmouth  in  1749.  Toxus  has  been  the  name 
of  a  Norridgewock  chief  for  divers  fucceffions.  Perhaps  from  the 
fame  caufe  that  the  Pharaohs  and  Ptolemies  kept  up  thede  names  in 
a  rc!j?e&  for  them  that  nrft  bore  them. 
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the  enemy.  As  the  Englilh  were  re-embarking,  they  wee  1691 
attacked  by  a  great  body  of  Indians.  Their  veffels  were 
aground.  Englifh  and  Indians  kept  firing  all  night.  The 
Indians  were,  by  this  army,  diverted  from  going  over  to  the 
Ifles  of  Shoals,  which  they  intended  to  have  done.  The 
frontiers  were  unmolefted  after  this,  until  the  %  8  th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  7  people  were  killed  and  taken  at  Berwick, 
and  the  next  day,  between  20  and  30  at  Sandy-beach  ; 
and  in  Odlober,  a  family  was  deftroyed  at  Rowley,  and 
another  at  Haverhill.  On  the  25th  of  January,  the  town 
of  York  was  deftroyed.  Moft  of  the  houfes  were  un¬ 
guarded.  A  gun,  fired  by  the  Indians,  caufed  many  of  the 
inhabitants  to  run  to  their  doors.  They  found  themfeives 
furrounded  with  Indians  *  about  50  of  the  Englifh  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  near  an  hundred  captivated. 

The  minifter,  Shubael  Dummer,  who  was  in  great  efteem* 
was  (hot  dead,  as  he  was  mounting  his  horfe  at  his  door, 
and  his  wife  and  family  made  prifoners.  They  fee  fire  to 
the  houfes,  four  fortified  houfes  only  holding  outagainft 
them,  viz.  Alcock’s,  Prebles’s,  Harman’s,  and  Norton’s. 

A  party  of  men  were  fent  from  Portfmouth,  but  too  late 
to  give  relief. 

Whilst  rhecolony  was  thus  diftrefled  within  themfeives, 
their  enemies  in  England  took  the  advantage  of  their  di- 
ftreffes,  and  ufedthem  as  an  argument  againft  the  refuta¬ 
tion  of  the  charter,  imputing  all  to  the  bad  adminiftration 
of  government.  The  difference  between  their  agents  alfo 
increafed.  Mr.  Wifwall,  a  minifter  of  Plimouth  colony,  a 
gentleman  of  piety  and  learning,  was  in  Bofton  when  Mr* 
Cooke  and  Oakes  were  about  to  embark,  and  he  was  de- 
fired  to,  go  with  them.  He  had  no  credentials.  He 
joined  in  politicks  with  Mr.  Cooke,  rather  than  with  Mr. 
Mather.  The  people  of  Plimouth  were  extremely  defirous 
of  continuing  a  leparate  government,  but  if  that  could  not 
be  obtained,  they  chofeto  be  annexed  to  the  Mafifachufets, 
rather  than  New- York.  When  Mr.  Slaughter  was  ap^ 
pointed  governor  of  New-York,  Plimouth  was  put  into 
his  commiffion,  but  by  theinduftry  and  difereet  application 
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1691  of  Mr.  Mather,  the  commiflion  was  altered  *.  An  order 
after  this,  was  iffued  to  the  Lords  chief  juftices,  Hoi 
and  Pollcxfen,  and  the  attorney  and  follicitor  general 
to  draw  up  a  new  charter  for  the  Mafiachufets,  and  Pli 
mouth  was  included  in  it.  When  Mr.  Wifwall  underftoo 
this,  he  oppofed  it,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  feparate  grani 
This  offended  the  follicitor  general,  and  he  flruck  ou 

Plimoutf 

*  Conne&icut,  to  remove  all  exception,  obtained  the  opinion  c 
three  great  lawyers  upon  the  cafe  of  that  colony,  which  was  as  follow; 

‘‘  The  corporation  of  Connefticut  colony  in  New-England,  n< 
having  under  their  public  leal  furrendered  their  charter,  and  there  be 
5ng  no  furrender  upon  record,  only,  when  it  was  propofed  to  them,  b 
the  late  King  Janies,  that  they  fhould  take  their  choice,  whether  the 
would  be  under  the  governor  of  New-York  or  of  Boilon,  the 
humbly  prayed,  that  they  might  Hill  enjoy  the  privilege  of  chufin 
their  own  governor  according  to  their  charter,  bat,  if  the  Kin 
was  refolved  otherwife  they  faid  they  had  rather  be  under  Boilo 
than  under  Ne\V- York.  After  which,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  did 
by  a  commillion  from  the  late  King  James,  invade  the  liberty  c 
the  people  in  that  colony,  and  exercile  a  government  over  ther 
contrary  to  their  charter,  which  they  moll  unwillingly  fubmitte 
to.  But  iince  the  late  happy  revolution  in  England,  the  peopi 
of  Connedicut  have  chofen  a  governor  and  afliitants  according  t 
their  charter,  and  doubt  not  but  that  they  have  a  legal  right  t 
their  former  privileges. 

Qu.  Whether  the  charter  belonging  to  Connedicut  in  New 
England  is,  by  means  of  their  involuntary  fubmilhon  to  Sir  Ed 
inund  Andros's  government,  void  in  law  fo  as  that  the  King  ma 
fend  a  governor  to  them  contrary  to  their  charter  privileges,  whe 
there  has  been  no  judgment  entered  againlt  their  charter  nor  an 
furrender  thereof  upon  record. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  fuch  fubmilhon  as  is  put  in  this  cafe  dot 
not  invalidate  the  charter,  or  any  of  the  powers  therein  which  vvei 
granted  under  the  great  feal,  and  that  the  charter,  not  being  furrer 
dcred  under  the  common  feal,  and  that  furrender  duly  enrolled  c 
record,  nor  any  judgment  entered  of  record  againft  it,  the  fame  re 
mains  good  and  valid  in  law,  and  that  the  corporation  may  lawfuil 
execute  the  powers  and  privileges  thereby  granted,  notwithdandin 
fuch  fubrniilion  and  appointment  of  a  governor  as  aforefaid. 

2d.  Aug.  1690.  Ed.  Ward. 

I  am  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  as  this  matter  is  Hated  there  is  n 
ground  of  doubt.  Geo.  Treby. 

I  am  of  the  fame  opinion.  J.  Somers." 

f  Treby  and  Somers.  Tb 
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Plimouth,  and  it  was  again  intended  they  fhould  be  an-  1691 
nexed  to  Nevv-York.  When  this  news  reached  the  colony 
of  Plimouth,  many  people  were  alarmed,  yet  their  general 
court  perfifted  in  defiring  Sir  Henry  Afhurfi,  their  agent, 
to  apply  for  a  feparate  charter,  without  fignifying,  that 
they  chofe  to  be  joined  to  the  Mafiachufets,  rather  than  to 
New-York,  nor  could  they  raife  any  money,  the  people 
about  Briftol,  Dartmouth,  &c.  pretending  that  there  were 
no  hopes  of  any  charter  for  them,  nor  the  Mafiachufets 
neither.  The  fentiments  of  many  of  the  beft  men  in  the 
colony  were  known  to  Mr.  Mather,  otherwife,  it  is  not 
improbable,  Plimouth  would  finally  have  been  included  in 
Nevv-York  commiffion,  although  near  300  miles diftant*. 

When: 


The  proceedings  againft  Rhode  Ifland  having  been  very  near  the 
fame  with  thofe  againft  Connecticut,  the  fame  opinion  would  ferve  to 
juftify  them  in  reaflaming  their  charter.  The  refufal  of  the  MafTa- 
chufets  houfe  of  deputies  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  an  arbitrary 
Prince,  and  to  make  the  like  fubmiffion  which  the  other  two  colonies 
had  done,  caufed  a  judgment  againft  their  charter,  and  however 
equitable  a  re-affumption  might  have  been,  yet  they  were  barred  from 
a  lawful  claim  to  it, 

*  Your  fcrvice  in  keeping  us  from  New-York,  and  all  other  inti¬ 
mations  for  the  good  of  this  colony  is  thankfully  received,  and  it 
would  have  been  well  pleafing  to  myfelf  and  fundry  others  of  the 
mo  ft  thinking  men,  who  are  defirous  of  fupporting  the  miniftry 
and  fchools  of  learning,  to  have  been  annexed  to  Bofton,  yet  the 
'rreateft  part  of  the  people,  and  of  our  deputies,  are  mod  defirous 
of  obtaining  a  charter  for  themfelves,  if  poffible  to  be  procured, 
though,  fo  tar  as  I  can  difcern*  they  had  much  rather  be  annexed 
to  the  Mafiachufets  than  to  New-York,  yet  are  not  willing  to 
have  it  mentioned,  left  it  ihould  divert  any  endeavours  for  ob¬ 
taining  a  diflind  charter  for  themfelves. - It  was  voted,  that  two 

hundred  pounds  fhould  be  raifed  by  a  voluntary  contribution.  On 
trial  made,  though  fome  particular  men  and  towns  did  contribute 
liberally,  yet  others,  by  reafon  of  the  great  charge  of  the  war, 
and  partly  being  difcouraged  by  fome  leading  men,  telling  them 
that  they  would  but  throw  away  their  money,  that  they  would 
never  be  like  to  obtain  a  charter,  nor  you  neither  for  the  Mai  * 
fachufets,  thereby,  the  fum  propofed  fell  confiderably  fhort,  and 
by  the  courts  order,  the  whole  fum  not  being  raifed,  none  was 

to  be  fent. - Not  being  in  a  capacity  to  make  rates  for  the 

equal  defraying  the  charge,  I  fee  little  or  no  likelihood  of  obtain- 
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1691  When  Mr.  Mather  found  it  impoffible  to  obtain  the 
reiutution  of  the  old  charter,  his  next  care  was  to  preferve 
as  many  of  the  privileges  contained  in  it  as  he  could. 
Sir  Henry  Afhurlt  joined  with  him  in  all  his  meafures. 
Mr.  Cooke  was  for  the  old  charter,  or  none  at  all.  Mr, 
Oakes,  the  other  agent,  joined  with  Mr.  Cooke  f.  It  wag 
doubtful  whether  they  had  authority,  by  their  inftruftions, 
to  follieit  fqr  any  other.  In  the  firft  draught  of  a  new 
charter,  the  governor  only  was  referved  to  the  King,  the 
deputy  governor  and  council,  and  other  officers,  were  to 
be  chofen  by  the  people,  and  the  governor  had  no  nega¬ 
tive  in  any  cafe.  This  draught  was  made  by  the  attorney 
general,  according  to  what  he  took  to  be  the  King’s  mind, 
as  exprefied  in  council.  It  was  prefented  at  the  council 
board  the  8  th  of  June  1691  when  it  was  objected,  that, 

“  by 

Ing  a  charter  for  us,  unlefs  their  Majeffies  out  of  their  royal 
bounty  and  clemency  gracioufly  pleafe  to  grant  it,  fub  forma  p'au- 
peris,  to  their  poor  but  loyal  fubjedts  of  this  colony.  J.  Hinkky  to 
Mather ,  Oelob.  1 6.  1691.  The  charter  was  complete  before  t^his 
letter  could  arrive. 

f  Mr.  Oakes,  however,  figned  the  petition  for  a  ne^.;  charter*  ak 
though  Mr.  Cooke  refufed. 

*  Whild  the  Maffachufets  agents  were  fo&licking  a  charter  for 
that  colony,  a  project  was  let  on  foot,  by  Dodlor  Cox,  for  forming 
a  grand  colony  or  {late,  more  extenfive  than  all  the  other  colonies 
together.  The  original  draught  of  a  charter  has  this  entry  upon 
it,  “  In  the  council  chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  2 2d  of  Auguft 
3690.  The  right  honorable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade 
and  foreign  plantations,  are  pleafed  to  refer  the  confideration  of  this 
draught  of  a  grant,  to  Mr.  Attorney  general,  who  is  defired  to  con- 
fider  how  fir  the  fame  is  confiding  with  law,  and  to  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  committee,  William  Blathwait.”  The 
report  of  the  Attorney  general  runs  thus,  “  May  it  pleafe  your 
lordfhips,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  reference,  I  have  p  era  fed. 
this  draught,  and  I  conceive  their  Majedies  may  eredt  fuch  a  corpo¬ 
ration  (as  is  here  purported)  and  enable  them  topurchafe  fuch  la?ids 
and  exercife  government  in  the  fame.  But  the  claufe  of  confrf- 
cating  the  fhips  and  goods  of  their  Majefties  fubjedls,  who  iliall 
trade  to  fuch  place  without  the  company’s  permiffion,  will  not  be 
good  in  law.  Alfo  feme  claufe? ,  particularly  about  the  oaths  and 
courts  and  officers,  need  be  more  clearly  and  intelligibly  penned. 
Geo.  Treby,  Aug.  25th  \6goJ* 
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‘  by  fuch  a  charter  as  this,  the  King’s  governor  Would  be  1690 
nade  a  governor  of  clouts  and  art  order  palled  for  pre¬ 
wring  the  heads  of  another  draught.  When  they  were 
>repafed,  a  copy  was  given  to  Mr.  Mather,  with  an  order 
rom  their  Lordfhips,  that  “  if  the  agents  were  not  fatisfied 
herewith,  they  fhould  bring  in  their  objections  to  the 
ittorrtey  general.”  Mr.  Mather  was  fb  dilTatisfied,  that 
ie  declared  he  would  fooner  part  with  his  life  than  corr~ 

feht 

By  this  charter,  certain  perfons  were  to  be  made  a  corporation, 
:apable  in  law  to  plead  and  be  impleaded.  Sec.  and  to  acquire  and 
>urchafe  lands  goods  and  chattels  of  the  feveral  natives  and  other 
nhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  continent  of  America,  lying  and 
>eing  in  breadth  from  36  1 -half  degrees  of  north  latitude,  which 
s  the  northerly  bounds  of  Carolina,  to  46  i-half  degrees  of  north 
atitude,  and  in  length  from  the  pacifick  ocean,  otherwife  called  the 
outh  fea,  unto  the  wefterly  bounds  of  the  Englilh  colonies  of  New- 
fork,  New-Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  Maryland  and  the  heads  of  the 
?reat  rivers,  in  a  certain  ridge  of  mountains,  feparating  the  colony 
>f  Virginia  from  the  reft  of  the  continent,  which  runs  into  the 
)ay  of  Chefipeak  and  from  thence  into  the  atlantic  ocean,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  iflands,  lakes,  quarries,  mines.  See.  and  all  appur- 
enances  whatsoever,  to  hold  ufe  and  to  give  grant  and  difpofe  of 
he  fame,  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  other  corporation  within  the 
ealm  of  England  might  or  could  do. 

The  governor,  deputy- governor,  and  afliftants,  were  to  be  annu- 
illy  chofen  by  the  company  in  England. 

They  had  power  to  caufe  to  be  tranfported  fubjefts  and  ftrangers, 
dfo  goods,  chattels,  and  merchandize. 

None  were  to  inhabit  or  dwell  within  the  bounds  of  the  patent, 

>r  to  trade  with  the  natives,  without  leave  of  the  corporation. 

All  who  fhould  go  thither,  or  be  born  there,  to  have  the  liberty  of 
‘ree  and  natural  born  fubje&s. 

Power  to  eftablifti  provinces,  counties,  cities,  towns,  diftrifh 
indjurifdittions,  as  fhould  be  thought  fit. 

Under  their  common  feal  in  the  King's  name,  to  appoint  judges, 
iuftices,  Iheriffs,  conftables,  and  all  other  officers  civil  and  military. 

By  fuch  commanders,  governors  and  officers  as  fhould  be  ap~ 
jointed  by  the  corporation  to  ereft  forts,  &c.  to  afTemble  and  put 
n  warlike  pofture  the  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter  by  lea  and  land 
ill  perfons  invading,  annoying,  Sec. 

A  general  court  eftablifhed,  each  city  or  borough  to  fend  two 
nembers,  with  power  to  make  laws,  Sec.  for  the  royal  approbation,, 
o  raife  taxes  for  the  fupport  and  defence  of  the  colony. 

Free  liberty  of  confidence  to  all  the  inhabitants. 

Mother's  Narrative* 


4io  THE  HISTORY  OF 

*  « 

i6g  i/'fcnt  to  them.  He  was  told  “  the  confent  of  the  ager. 
was  not  defired  ;  the  agents  of  New-England  were  m 
plenipotentiaries  from  a  iovereign  Hate  j  if  they  declare 
they  would  not  fubmit  to  the  King’s  pleafure,  his  Majefi 
would  fettle  the  country,  and  they  might  take  what  worn 
follow.”  Sir  Henry  Alhurft,  with  Mr.  Mather,  drew  ui 
notwithftanding,  their  objections  againft  the  minutes,  ii 
filling  upon  the  King’s  promife,  and  that  charters  might ; 
well  be  refufed  to  be  reltored  to  any  of  the  corporations  i 
England,  where  they  had  been  taken  away,  as  toNew-Enj 
land f.  TheobjeChons  vvere  prelented  totheattorney  gem 

r 

Mr.  Hampden,  upon  this  occafion,  defired  the  opinion  of  M 
Hooke,  a  counfellor  of  note,  which  he  gave  as  follows  ; 

“  There  are  two  parties  which  fo!licit°the  affairs  of  New-Enp-lan 
f  I »  Thofe  who  labour  for  an  union  of  the  whole  territory  under 
captain-general,  who  fhould  govern  by  commiffion  from  the  Kin 
f  without  any  refpeft  to  former  charters. 

*  Againft  this  party,  it  is  jufUy  objefted,  that  a  people,  wh« 
fomc  years  fince,  left  their  native  country  for  the  fake  of  their  coi 
fciences,  and  adventured  to  inhabit  a  wildernefs,  which  had  ju 
before  been  fwept  of  its  inhabitants  by  a  dreadful  plague,  who  h: 
added  fo  many  of  the  heathen  to  the  inheritance  of  our  biefii 
Savior,  which  no  other  chriftian  planters  have  done,  who  have  ad dt 
fo  great  a  territory  to  the  Englifh  empire,  and  are  fo  ufeful  to  a 
other  Englifh  plantations,  who,  rather  than  break  with  Englam 
fubmitted  to  the  Turkifh  commiffion  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  ar 
who  have  maintained  civility  beyond  any  other  people  on  eart 
I  fay,  that  fuch  a  people  fhould  have  their  whole  conftitutic 
overturned  by  a  new  fort  of  government,  would  be  hard  and  u: 
rea/onable.  That  for  the  prefent  government  to  do  all  this,  t 
taking  advantage  of  the  arbitrary  and  jullly  exploded  proceedim 
of  the  lait  reign,  would  be  fcandalous  and  difhonorable. 

2.  The  other  party,  labour  to  have  the  feveral  charters  of  the  r 
fpe&ive  colonies  rellored. 

Againfl  them,  it  is  juftly  obje&ed,  that  a  bare  refloration  of  the 
charters,  and  efpecially  of  the  Maffachufets,  would  be  of  no  fervi 
at  all,  as  appears  both  from  the  charter  itfelf  and  the  practice 
that  colony,  who  have  hardly  purfued  the  terms  thereof  in  ai 
one  inftance,  which  hath  given  colour  to  evil  minded  men  to  gi 
them  difturbance. 

i.  As  to  the  charter  itfelf,  that  colony,  fhould  they  have  the 
charter,  would  want, 

I  ft.  Pow 
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ral  and  laid  before  the  council,  and  a  copy  fpnt  to  the  |Cing  i 
in  Flanders,  but  all  had  no  effedt.  The  King  approved  of 
the  minutes,  and  difliked  the  objections  made  to  them,  and 
the  charter  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  BJaithwait*  according  to 
them.  The  only  queftion  with  the  agents  was,  whether 
to  fubmit  to  this  new  fettlement,  or  to  fignify  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  that  they  had  rather  have  no  charter  at  all. 

Mr.  Cooke  continued  firm  to  his  firft  principles,  and  as  he 
would  never  take  any  one  ftep  towards  obtaining  the 
charter,  fo  he  utterly  refufed  to  accept  of  it,  when  granted. 


ill.  Power  to  call  a  parliament,  or  feleft  aifembly,  for  there, 
many  thoufand  freemen  have,  thereby,  an  equal  right  to  fit  in  their 
general  aifembly. 

2.  Power  to  lay  taxes  and  raife  money,  efpecially  on  inhabitants 
not  being  of  the  company,  and  Grangers  coming  to  or  trading 
thither. 

4.  They  have  not  any  admiralty. 

5.  Nor  have  they  power  to  keep  a  prerogative  court,  prove 
wills,  &c. 

6.  Nor  to  ere£t  courts  of  judicature,  efpecially  chancery  courts. 

2.  The  deficiency  of  their  charter  appears  from  their  pra&ice, 

wherein  they  have  not  had  any  refpett  thereto,  but,  having  ufed  the 
aforefaid  powers  without  any  grant,  they  have  exercifed  their  charter 
powers,  alfo,  other  wife  than  the  charter  directed. 

1 .  They  have  made  laws  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England. 

2.  Their  laws  have  not  been  under  their  feal. 

3.  They  have  not  ufed  their  name  of  incorporation. 

4.  They  have  not  ufed  their  feal  in  their  grants. 

5.  They  have  not  kept  their  general  courts,  nor, 

6.  Have  they  obferved  the  number  of  alliftants  appointed  by  the 
charter. 

A  middle  way,  therefore,  feems  moll  delirable,  viz.  that  new 
charters  be  granted  to  the  refpedlive  colonies,  wherein  the  former  to 
be  recited,  and  the  proceedings  againil  them  refpe&ively,  and  a 
new  grant  made,  in  terminis,  by  the  words  grant  and  confirm,  and 
reciting  the  deficiency  in  the  former  charter,  all  thofe  powers  may 
be  veiled  in  the  government  of  the  Maifachufets  for  the  time  being  ; 
and  the  colonies  which  have  no  charters  to  be  annexed  to  the 
Maifachufets  colony/’  &c. 

*  The  charter  has  been  fald  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Sir  John 
Somers,  a  miilake  from  his  having  drawn  the  firft  which  was  re¬ 
fufed  ;  others  faid  it  was  done  by  Mr.  Locke.  There  are  fo  many 
inaccuracies  as  are  not  to  be  accounted  for,  if  done  by  either  of  thofe 
great  men.  It  is  more  probable  they  ihould  come  from  Mr. 
Blathwayt. 


4*2  the  history  of 

l6p  i  and  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  colony  from  accept 
ing  it  alfo"f.  Mr.  Wifwall’s  principles  and  conduct  wen 
the  fame  with  Mr,  Cooke’s,  and  he  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  colony  of  Plimouth  againft  the  charter,  a« 


f  Hon.  Sir, 


London,  Nov.  4.  1691. 


The  foregoing  went  by  Capt.  Blower,  fbon  after  which,  Mr 
Blathwayt  prepared  the  draught  of  the  charter,  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  lords  of  the  committee,  and  afterwards  by  them  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Lords  of  the  council  and  there  alfo  palled,  fo  as  the 
dedimus  was  hgned  by  the  lords  of  the  great  feal  October  the  7th, 
that  fo  the  feal  might  be  affixed  when  they  pleafed,  but  a  flop 
was  put  thereto  for  fome  time,  and  it  was  given  out,  that  there 
would  be  no  further  proceeding  therein  till  the  King’s  return  to 
court,  who  Was  then  expe&ed  the  firft  fair  wind,  which  was  not 
till  the  19th  day,  but  fome  being  refilefs  and  impatient  till  that 
matter  was  made  irretrievable,  got  it  to  pafs  the  great  feal  about 
two  days  before,  and  the  comiriiffion  and  inflrU&ions  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  were  then  faid  to  be  alfo  prepared,  though  his  Majefty 
has  not  yet  declared  who  ffiall  be  the  governor*  and  lieutenant 
or  deputy  governor,  and  I  am  informed,  that  it  will  be  a  week 
at  leaft  before  he  will,  there  being  feveral  that  now  move  for  it 
belides  Sir  William,  and,  it’s  faid,  there  are  no  lefs  than  twenty 
that  lay  in  for  the  government  of  New-York.  I  have,  herewith* 
lent  a  cbpy  of  the  charter,  which,  in  fome  things,  you  will  find 
comes  fhort  of  the  minutes,  and  the  province  of  New-Hamp(hire 
left  out,  and  notwithftanding  the  country  of  Nova-Scotia,  &c.  is 
therein  granted,  yet  an  after-c!aufe  thereby  takes  away  all  the  right 
to  the  foil  to  the  eaftward  of  Sagadehock.  Had  any  petition  come 
fromNew-Hampfhire,  refpe&ing  their  defire  to  be  Continued  under 
the  MafTachufets,  in  all  probability  it  had  been  granted  them,  but 
the  contrary  being  affirmed,  and  that  they  defired  to  be  diflintt, 
gave  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Allen  to  gain  his  point,  which  doubf- 
lefs  will  be  much  to  their  prejudice.—  *-When  the  court  ffiall 
have  the  charter  before  them,  they  will  then  fee  how  far  it 
anfvvers  their  defire  and  expe&ation,  and  know  what  they  have  to 
truft  to,  whom  I  pray  God  to  dire&  for  the  beft.  It  muft  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  you  have  no  plenipotentiaries  for  you  here,  and  if 
any  thing  faid  or  done  here,  by  any  employed  by  you,  fhould  be 
conft  ued  as  obliging  of  you,  you  know  how  far  you  have  obliged 
yourfelves  by  your  commiffions  atid  inftru&ions  to  them..  I  hope 
you  have  been  careful  not  t6  perpetuate  any  public  revenue,  or  any 
officers  falary  or  ftipend,  nor  large  fees,  <Scc.  Mr.  Cooke's  letter  to 
Qonj.  Bradfimt . 

the 
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other  did  that  of  the  Maflachufets  .*  The  nomination  0F1690 
the  officers  referved  to  the  crown  was  left,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  the  agents,  or  rather  to  Mr.  Mather,  who  was 
confidered  as  injlar  omnium,  -f 

Sir  William  Phips  was  the  perfon  recommended  for 
governor.  He  had  been  chofen  by  the  colony  an  affift- 
ant,  the  year  before,  and  was  acceptable  to  the  people  in 
general.  Mr.  Stoughton  had  been  appointed  deputy- 

*  <e  I  do  believe  Plimouth’s  filence,  Humphries  neglect,  and 
the  rafhnefs  and  imprudence  of  one  at  leaf!  who  went  from  New-* 
England  in  difguife  by  night,  hath  not  a  little  contributed  to  our 
general  difappomtment.— -Plimouth,  the  MafTachufets  as  far  weft 
as  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  northward  3  miles  beyond  Merri¬ 
mack  river,  the  province  of  Mayne,  and  the  lands  from  Sagade- 
hoc  eailward,  as  far  as  the  eafternmoft  extent  of  Acadia  or  Nova- 
Scotia, .  are  clapt  into  one  province,  under  fuch  reftri&ions  as  I  be^ 
lieve  will  not  be  very  acceptable  to  thofe  inhabitants  who  muft  lofe 
their  ancient  names.  There  are  in  the  new  charter  28  counfellors 
(of  which  4  for  Plimouth)  a  governor  and  deputy,  all  nominated 
by  one,  who  a&s  as  if  he  were  a  foie  plenipotentiary.  The 
governor,  deputy  and  fecretary  are  to  be  nominated  and  continued,  * 
only  durante  bene  placito .  Sir  W.  P.  hath  one  that  labours  hard 
for  his  advancement.*-— I  only  reflefl  on  New-England^s  condition, 
under  this  juntture^  of  providence,  much  like  that  of  the  Jews, 
under  Cyrus  afcending  the  throne  of  their  oppreffor.  At  his  firft 
appearance,  they  were  in  hope  to  rebuild  their  city  and  fan&uary, 
but  were  deprived  of  their  expected  privileges  all  his  days, 

by  ill-minded  counfellors. - — All  the  frame  of  heaven  moves  upon 

one  axis,  and  the  whole  of  New-England’s  intereft  feems  defigned 
to  be  loaden  on  one  bottom,  and  her  particular  motions  to  be 
concentrick  to  the  MafTachufets  tropick.  You  know  who  are  wont 
to  trot  after  the  Bay  horfe.  Your  diftance  is  your  advantage,  by 
which  you  may  obferve  their  motions.  Yet  let  me  mind  you  of 
that  great  fiatefman,  Ecclef.  vii.  14.  Few  wife  men  rejoice  at  their4 
chains.—’ -Doubtlefs  it  would  be  accounted  hypocrify  before  God, 
and  ground  of  defpair  among  men,  to  fee  any  perfon  receive  and 
entertain  the  prefent  and  undeniable  evidences  of  his  difappoint- 
inent,  with  the  ufual  teftimonies  and  compliments  attending  the 
defire  accomplifhed.  Wifnxall  to  Hinkley^  Nov.  5.  1691* 

f  ct  Pray  let  me,  by  eight  o^lock,  have  the  names  you  would 
have  for  governor,  deputy  and  affiftants,  that  I  may  give  them  to 
my  lord  prefident,,,  &c.  Sir  H.  AJhurft  to  /.  Mather ,  Sept.  3 ,  91. 

D  d  prefident 
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169 1  prefident  by  King  James,  and  although  he  had  not  re¬ 
covered  his  intereft  fo  far,  with  the  people,  as  to  obtain  a- 
vote  for  an  affiftant,  yet  he  flood  vvfell  with  many  perfons 
of  influence,  particularly  with  Mr.  Mather,  the  fon,  who 
wrote  to  his  father  in  favour  of  him.  Mr.  Addington, 
the  fecretary,  was  at  that  time  fecretary  to  the  colony. 
The  emoluments  of  that  office  were  fmall,  compared  with 
the  duty,  and  fo  he  was  in  Ids  danger  of  a  competitor* 
The  28  counfellors  were  perfons  of  the  beft  chara&ers  in 
the  fevera!  parts  of  the  colonies,  of  which,  by  the  charter, 
they  were  to  be  inhabitants  or  proprietors.  Several,  who 
had  been  of  the  afliftants  chofen  by  the  people,  were  left 
out  of  the  number,  Mr.  Cooke  in  particular,  alfo  Thomas* 
Danforch,  William  Browne,  William  johnfon,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Oakes,  and  Jeremiah  Swayne.  All  thefe,  except 
Mr.  Browne,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  too  com- 
pi  ant  with  Sir  Edmund,  were  rigidly  attached  to  the  old 
charter,  and  Mr.  Mather,  no  doubt,  expected  they  would 
appear  in  oppofition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  new  ;  for* 
however  extraordinary  it  may  appear,  the  people  of  the 
country  were  far  from  being  unanimous  in  fubmitting  to 
it,  expecting,  that  if  it  fhould  be  refufed,  they  might  main¬ 
tain  their  right  to  their  old  privileges.  They  thought  it 
would  be  a  Angular  hard  cafe,  that  the  effects  of  the  late 
defpotifnl  muff  be  felt  by  them  alone,  of  all  their  Ma¬ 
yflies  fubjects  *  all  other  charters,  whether  there  had  been 
judgments  againft  them,  or  whether  there  had  been  a 
Surrender  only,  being,  by  one  means  or  other,  reftored. 
But,  it  was  laid,  there  was  this  difference  between  the 
cafe  of  the  Maffachufets  and  mo  ft  of  the  other  charters* 
In  general,  there  was  no  room  for  legal  exception  to  thcr 
powers  exercifed  by  the  corporations,  but  the  Maffachufets 
charter  not  being  intended,  when  it  was  granted,  for  fuch 
government  as  is  neceffary  to  be  exercifed  in  a  colony 


.1  <<  Mr.  Stoughton'  is  a  real  friend  to  NeW- England,  and  willing 
to  make  any  ameiKiment  for  the  miK arnagts  of  the  late  go\ern- 
I  wi’lh  that  you  might  be  able  to  do  any  thing  to  reflore 
him  to  the  :a of* his  country/’  Gotten  to  Increafi  Mather, 
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demote  from  its  mother  country,  a  reverfion  of  the  former  1691 
judgment  would  have  been  of  no  fervice  $  and  Sir  George 
Treby  declared  to  Mr.  Mather,  Sir  John  Somers  and  the 
two  Lords  chief  juftices  being  prefent  and  affenting  to  it^ 
that  46  if  the  judgment  againft  the  charter  fhonld  be  re- 
verfed,  and  the  government  fhould  exercife  thofe  powers 
which,  before  the  quo  warranto,  they  had  done,  a  new 
writ  would  iffue  out  againfc  them  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and 
there  would  be  a  judgment  againft  them,  and  fuch  an  one^ 
as  that  there  would  be  no  room  for  a  writ  of  error.5’  By 
the  old  charter,  it  was  Lid,  they  had  power  to  imprifon 
or  inflict  punifhment,  in  criminal  cafes,  according  to  the 
courle  of  corporations  in  England,  but  that,  iinlfcfs  capital 
cafes  be  exprefsiy  mentioned,  the  power  would  not  reach 
them  •,  that  no  power  was  given  to  ercfl  judicatories  or 
courts  for  probate  of  wills,  or  with  admiralty  jurifdiClion, 
nor  any  power  to  conftitute  a  houfe  of  deputies  or  fepre- 
fentatives,  nor  to  impofe  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  nor  to 
incorporate  towns,  colleges,  fchools,  &c.  which  powers  and 
privileges  had  been,  notwithftanding,  ufurpedf  Whether 
many  of  the  corporations  in  England  had  not  deviated  as 
much  from  their  original  conftitution,  and  whether  par¬ 
ticular  perfons  are  not  punifhable  for  ufutpations,  and  not 
the  corporation  itfelf  extinguished  or  diflblved,  as  was 
urged  in  the  cafe  of  the  city  of  London,  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  determine.  Seventy  years  praftice  under  a  new  charter, 
in  many  refpe&s  to  be  preferred  to  the  old,  has  taken 
away,  not  only  all  expectation,  but  all  defire  of  ever  re¬ 
turning  to  the  old  charter.  We  do  not  envy  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  governments  which  retained,  and  have  ever  fined 
pradbfed  upon,  their  ancient  charters.  Many  of  the  moft 
fenfible  men  in  thofe  governments,  would  be  glad  to  be 
under  the  lame  conftitution  that  the  Mafiachufets  province 
happily  j/n  joy _  .  .  , 

Sir  William  Phips  arrived  at  Bolton,  with  the  charter,  ^ 
the  14th  of  May  1692.  Lie  ifiucd  writs  for  a  general1  /?/- 
affembly,  which  met  the  £th  of  June  following. 

D  d  2  Although 
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1692  Although  a  party  was  formed  which  oppofed  a  fub- 
miflion  to  the  charter,  yet  a  majority  of  the  court  wifely 
and  thankfully  accepted  it,  and  appointed  a  day  of  folemn 
thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  “  granting  a  fafe 
arrival  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Increafe  Mather,  who  have  induflrioufly  endeavoured  the 
fervice  of  this  people,  and  have  brought  over  with  them 
a  fettlement  of  government,  in  which  their  Majefties  have 
gracioufly  given  us  diftinguifhing  marks  of  their  royal 
favour  and  goodnefs.” 

Sir  William  arrived  juft  at  the  beginning  of  as  ftrange 
an  infatuation  as  any  people  were  ever  under.  A  con- 
fiderable  number  of  innocent  perfons  were  facrificed  to 
the  diftempered  imagination,  or  perhaps  wicked  hearts, 
of  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  bewitched.  But  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  far  as  I  propofed,  I  leave  the  relation  of  this 
unfortunate  affair,  and  other  tranfadtions  and  occurrences 
fince  the  prefent  charter,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
public  by  fome  abler  pen. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution  of  the  Colony,  and 
the  fpecial  Religious  Cuftoms. 

IT  was  one  great  defign  of  the  firft  planters  of  the, 
Maffachufets  colony,  to  obtain,  for  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  the  liberty  of  worlhipping  God  in 
fuch  manner,  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  moft  agreeable 
to  the  facred  fcriptures.  Whilft  they  remained  in  Eng- 
land,  they  continued  in  the  communion  of  the  church, 
fuch  of  them  excepted  as  were  excluded  from  it  for  non¬ 
conformity  to  fome  of  the  ceremonies.  With  fome  of  the 
ceremonial  parts  of  worfhip,  they  were  all  more  or  lefs 
difiatisfied.  The  canons  or  laws  of  the  church,  and  the 
rigid  execution  of  them,  they  accounted  a  grievous  burden. 
The  form  of  government  in  the  church,  was  not  a  general"' 
fubjed  of  complaint.  They  were  very  careful  to  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves,  from  the  Brownifts  and  other  feparatifts. 
Had  they  remained  in  England,  and  the  church  been- 
governed  with  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  the  prefent 
day,  they  would  have  remained,  to  ufe  their  own  expref* 
fion,  “  in  the  bofom  of  that  church  where  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  their  hopes  of  falvation.*’*  They  were  of  the' 
fame  ftamp  with  Dodor  Preflon,  Dodor  Sibbs,  Mr.  Hil- 
derfham,  Rogers,  Dod  and  other  old  puritans,  who  tho* 
called  nonconformifts,  yet,  1  fuppofe,  never  feparated,  but 
refrained  from  fuch  ceremonies  and  fuch  parts  of  the  liturgy 
only,  as  they  fcrupled  to  ufe.  However,  they  did  not  fup¬ 
pofe  the  form  of  epifcopal  government  to  be  enjoined  by 
divine  authority,  fo  as  to  make  it  unlawful  to  fubmit  to,  or 
to  eftablifh  any  other  form.  They  knew  very  well,  that 

*  The  Ton  of  one  of  the  firft  minifters,  in  a  preface  to  a  fermon 
preached  foon  after  the  revolution,  remarks  “  that  if  the  bifhops 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  firft  had  been  of  the  fame  fpirit 
with  thofe  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  there  would  have  been 
no  New-England,” 

Dd  3  upon 
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upon  their  arrival  in  America,  they  would  be  no  longer 
lubjeft  to  any  diocefttn  in  England,  but  they  took  no  mea* 
fures  for  the  eftablifhment  of  epifcopacy,  under  any  re- 
ftridtions  or  limitations  by  royal  or  national  authority. 
They  mu  ft*  however,  have  fuppofed  fome  form  or  other 
of  church  government  would  be  neceffary,  but  they  were 
far  from  being  determined  what  it  fhould  be.  *  Mr.  Hil- 
derfham  advifed  them  to  agree  upon  it  before  they  ieft 
England,  but  itwas  negiefied  *,  perhapsitwas  impracticable^ 
They  knew  how  far  Mr.  Fndicot  had  proceeded  in  form¬ 
ing  the  fir  ft  church,  and  how  much  it.  rdembled  the  cun- 
ilitution  of  the  feparatifts  at  Phmouth,  and  foon  after  the 
news  of  it,  one  company  who  were  defigned  for  New- 
England,  formed  themftives  into  a  church  in  the  new  hoi* 
piul  at  Piimouth^  and  John  Warham  and  John  Maverick 
were- chofen  and  ordained  their  minifters.  Both  of  them 
had  before  been  ordained  by  bifhops.  The  feparatifts  ufed 
toboafl,  that  “if  the  old  puritans  were  fecureot  the  magis¬ 
trates  fword  and  might  go  on  with  his  good  licence,  they 
would  (hake  off  the  prelate’s  yoke,  and  draw  no  longer  in 
i pi  ritual  communion  with  all  the  profane  in  the  land,  and 
though  they  then  preached  and  wrote  againft  the  feparatifts, 
yet  if  they  were  in  a  place  where  they  might  have  their 
liberty,  they  would  do  as  they  didd’ft  1  he  inconveniences 
v/e  fuller  under  one  extreme,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  carry  us  m- 
Jenfibly  into  the  other.  The  New-England  puritans,  when 
at  full  liberty,  went  the  full  length  which  the  feparatifts. 
did  in  England.  It  does  not  follow,  that  they  would  have 
done  fo  if  they  had  remained  in  England.  Upon  their  re* 

V  -  .  4  .  «  I  •  •  I  ^ 


rnova!,  they  fuppofed  their  relation  both  to  the  civil  and 


ecclefiaftical  government,  except  fo  far  as  a  fpecial  referve 
was  made  by  their  charter,  was  at  an  end,  and  that  they  had 
right  to  form  inch  new  model  of  both  as  belt  pleated  them. 
IrTthe  form  of  worfhip,  they  univcrfally  followed  the  New* 
IP  ii  mouth  church,  i  find  a  common  prayer  book  among 
the  lift  of  books  preferred  by  William  Backhoufe  for  the 
nk  of  the -minifters,  but  it  was  never  made  ufe  of  in  any 
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church.  The  firft  notice,  after  the  charter,  of  any  ftep 
towards  forming  themfelves  into  a  church  eftate  was,  upon 
occafion  of  great  ficknefs  and  mortality,  about  a  month  after 
their  arrival,  when  the  governor,  at  Charleftown,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Johnfon  at  Salem,  to  let  apart  a  day  to  humble  them* 
felves  and  feck  God  in  his  ordinances,  and  lblemnly  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  him,  and  as  they  lived  in  three*  diftinft 
places  and  had  men  of  ability  in  each,  they  might  become 
three  diftindl  bodies.  At  Charleftown,  the  governor,  de- 
put  y-governor,  Mr  J ohnfon,  who  had  removed  from  Salem, 
and  the  minifter,  Mr.  Wilfon,  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  faft 
day,  entred  into  a  church  covenant;  two  days  after,  they 
allowed  five  more  to  join  them,  and  fo  others,  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  length,  they,  in  form,  chofe  Mr.  Wilfon  foi\ 
their  minifter  and  ordained  him  but  all  joined  in  a  pro- 
teftation,  that  it  was  not  a  renouncing  of  the  miniftry  he 
received  in  England,  but  that  it  was  as  a  confirmation,  in 
confequence  of  their  eledlion.  J  In  the  other  plantations,  y 
they  formed  themfelves  into  diftindt  churches,  one  after 
another,  but  feena  to  have  had  no  fettled  fcheme  or  plan 
of  church  government,  until  Mr.  Cotton  §  came  over,  in 
1633.  His  praife  was  in  all  the  churches,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  projector  of  the  plan  of  government  of  the  Nevv- 
England  churches,  which,  from  that  time,  took  the  name 
of  congregational.  This  was  called  the  middle  way  be¬ 
tween  browniim  and  presbyterianifm,  ||  and  is  (aid  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  four  charadteriftieks,  viz. 

jft.  The  fubjefl  matter  of  the  vifible  church,  viz. 
faints  by  calling.  Inch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  religion,  and  who  profefs  their  faith,  and  the  manner 


Mr.  Prince  fuppofes  the  three  to  be  Dorcheftcr,  Charleftown  and 
Salem.  Salem  had  been  in  a  church  ftate  a  year  before, 
f  Auguft  30th. 

X  Mr.  Prince  has  taken  no  notice  of  this  circumftance  mentioned 
by  Hubbard. 

§  Whatever  Mr.  Cotton  delivered  was  foon  put  into  an  order  of  * 
court,  if  of  a  civil,  or  fet  up  as  a  pra&ioe  in  the  church,  if  of  an 
eccleftaftical  concernment.  Hubbard. 
jj  Hubbard. 
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how  they  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God  by  fait 
in  Chnft,  either  viva  voce ,  or  elfe  by  a  public!  d 
clarapon  thereof  made  by  the  elders,  as'it  h£  been  del 

-  fcanda  i7edhe|m  m  Pnvate’.alth^gh,  if  fuch  profeffion  fc 
regarded  d  ^  Unchnftlan  converfation,  it  is  not  to  b 

nult  Jk  "  C°nrflitTe  part  °f  a  Particular  vifible  chore 
“h,  be’  a  ref[1Pulation  or  mutual  covenanting,  to  wall 

ru®  oAh"  gofpel  “  COTmUni0n'  accord'"S  “>  * 

3d-  *Z°  Cl!UrCh  OUght  t0  be  of  Iarser  extent  or  grea 

fo  th”  •  mayf°r?,iRariI y  meet  ^ther  in  one  place 

for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  lame  numerical  ordinance 

and  celebrating  all  divine  worfhip,  nor  fewer,  ordinarily 

than  conveniently  may  carry  on  church  work.  7 

4m.  That  there  is  no  jurifdi&ion  to  which  particulai 
enurches  are  or  ought  to  be  fubject,  by  way  of  authoritative 

SnrX’,  n?rn3nu  °ithCr  chl!rch  p0wer’  excrinfkal  to  fuch 
churches,  which  they  ought  to  depend  upon  any  other 

fort  of  men  for  the  exercife  of.  y 

a  nT^f^  2rc  u3ld  1°  be  the  PrinciPles>  upon  which 
a  platform  of  church  government  was  formed. 

An  odious  fenfe  had  been  affixed  to  the  name  of  inde- 
pendents,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  reafon  why  it 
was  avoided,  rather  than  any  material  diftinftion  in  the 
confhtut'on  of  the  churches,  which  appears,  or  can  be 
inferred,  from  either  of  thofe  chara&erifticks  ;  but  the 
platform,  agreed  upon  and  publifhed  in  1648,  although  it 
oes  not  own  that  dependance  which  fhall  fubjeft  any  one 
church  to  any  other,  or  even  to  the  whole  united  toge¬ 
ther,  yet  it  profefles  a  relation  which  one  church  hath  to 
another  ,  and  conne&s  them  together  by  certain  rules  to 

♦W?ie  ma/  fee  fomcth,'nS  of  the  relation  the  churches  confidercd 
mfelves  in,  one  to  ano’her,  before  the  platform  in  1647,  by  the 
following  letter  from  the  church  of  Salem  to  the  church  of  Dor- 

.  j  Ve/end  and  dcarIy  be!oved  in  *e  Lord.  We  thought  it  our 

Lrtn/r  t0  acquaitif  >'ou  with  the  nam«  of  fuch  perfons  as 
Have  had  the  great  cenfure  pail  upon  them  in  this  our  church. 
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be  obferved  as  the  terms  or  conditions  upon  which  fuch 
connection  is  to  continue,  and,  upon  the  irregular  walk 
or  demeanor  of  any  one  church,  they  are  no  longer  to 
remain  members  of  the  fame  body,  and  the  other  churches 
are  not  to  admit  them  to  their  fellowfhip  or  communion. 
And,  although  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  a  fynod,  or  general 
council  of  all  the  churches,  to  debate  and  determine  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion,  and  to  give  directions  relating  to  the 
worfhip  of  God  and  the  good  government  of  the  church, 
“  which  were  to  be  received  with  reverence  and  fub- 
miffion,”  yet  the  fynod  was  to  exercife  no  church  cenfures 
by  way  of  difcipline,  nor  any  act  of  church  authority  or 
jurifdiction,  further  than  was  done  at  the  firtt  council  of 
the  apoftles,  elders,  and  whole  church,  as  recorded  in  the 
1 5th  chapter  of  Acts,  which  was  declared  to  be  a  prece- 


Thefe  wholly  refufed  to  hear 
the  church,  denying  it,  and 
all  the  churches  in  the  Bay, 
to  be  true  churches,  and  (ex¬ 
cept  two)  are  all  re-baptized. 


with  the  reaions  thereof,  befeeching  you  in  the  Lord,  not  only 
to  read  their  names  in  public  to  your's,  but  alfo  to  give  us  the 
like  notice  of  any  dealt  with  in  like  manner  by  you,  that  fo  we 
may  walk  towards  them  accordingly,  for  fome  of  us,  here,  have 
had  communion  ignorantly  with  fome  of  other  churches,  2  Thef. 
iii.  14.  We  can  do  no  lefs  than  have  fuch  noted  as  difobey  the 
truth. 

Roger  Williams  and  his  wife, 

John  Throgmorton  and  his  wife, 

Thomas  Olney  and  his  wife, 

Stukeley  Weftcot  and  his  wife, 

Mary  Holliman, 

Widow  Reeves, 

John  Elford,  for  obftinacy,  after  divers  fins  he  flood  guilty  of 

and  proved  by  witnefs - William  James  for  pride,  and  divers 

other  evils,  in  which  he  remained  obflinate - John  Talby  for 

much  pride,  and  unnaturalnefs  to  his  wife,  who  was  lately  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  murdering  her  child - William  Walcot  for  refufing  to 

bring  his  children  to  the  ordinance,  negle&ing  willingly  family 
duties,  Sec. 

Thus,  wifhing  the  continued  enjoyment  of  both  the  flaves,  beauty 
and  bands,  and  that  your  fouls  may  flourifh  as  watered  gardens,  reft 
Your’s  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

For  the  church  of  Chrift  Hugh  Peters, 

in  Dorchefter.  by  the  church's  order, 

and  in  their  name." 

“  Of  late  divers  of  the  miniftry  have  had  fet  meetings  to  order 
church  matters,  by  which  it  is  conceived  they  bend  towards 
prefbyterian  rule."  Lub/ord ,  1641, 

7  dent. 
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dent.  All  this  provifion  may  appear  but  a  weak  band  c 
louety,  and,  one  would  think,  that  merely  being  reiedo 
from  a  lociety,  which,  it  is  to  beprefumed,  after  fufficier 
caule  given  for  inch  rejection,  there  would  remain  n 
great  rondnefs  for  continuing  with,  would  be  no  orea 
punifhment.  But  this  conftitution  of  church  governmen 
was  adapted  to  the  confutation  of  civil  government  boti 
as  popular  as  can  well  be  conceived,  and  notwithftandini 
an  acknowledgment  or  declaration  from  both,  of  feparat 
unt  drfundt  rights,  yet  each  was  aiding  and  affifting  to  th 
ot  ler  ‘  c^e  *aws  eftabiifhed  in  the  colony,  no  mai 

couf 

A  con^i*nt  Vvstch  was  kept  over  the  churches  by  the  mao-iftrate< 

and  Wiie  11  mry  contention  or  diforder  arofe  in  a  church?  it  wa 
^mmendea  t0  r°m?  0i  th.e  neighbouring  churches,  to  enquire  int< 

ca?ses  5liereof‘  j  ^ie  following  order  of  the  civil  governmen 

ihews  m  wnat  manner  they  proceeded. 

Cf  "  ,At  a  Councii  held  at  Boil  on,  the  5th  of  Sept.  1676. 

“  Ahe i  council  being  informed  of  the  uncomfortable  difference 
that  ot  late  have  fallen  out  in  the  church  of  Chrift  at  Sudbury 
no t with handing  feveral  endeavours  to  compofe  the  fame,  which  ye 
uc  Been  fruit  ids,  out  of  their  tender  care  to  d  refer  ve  and  procun 
peace  and  unity  amongft  them,  lately  wrote  to  the  faid  church  ir 
an  amicable  way,  to  advife  and  counfel  them  forthwith  to  call  ir 
to  tneir  3iclp  fuch  council  from  the  neighbouring  churches  as  the 
nde  prcicnoes,  from  whole  labours,  through  the  bleffmg  of  God  ; 
o  chmg  might  have  been  expefted,  which  too  great  a  part  of  that 
c  iurch,  as  they  qnderftood  by  th  ir  letter,  is  far  from  inclining  unto 
r  ue  c°unc.!.,  ju aging  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  an  effectual  courfc 
,or  the  iicaling  of  their  breaches,  do  therefore  defire  and  order, 
that  the  churches  of  Chrift  in  Cambridge,  Watertown  and  Concord 
fI°  racn  01  reipe&ivcly,  fend  two  meflengers  to  meet  at  faid 

Su  dowry,  on  the  7  th  day  of  October  next,  by  8  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning,  to  eormuer  and  advife  in  the  prcaiifes,  viz.  to  endeavoui 
to  compofe  and  fettle  tne  difrraCtions  at  Sudbury,  to  give  their 
judgments  in  the  cafes  of  differences  there;  and  it  is  expended  and 
deiired  that  .the  church  of  Sudbury,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
Mereiri,  give  tills  council,  at  the  time  and  place  aforefaid,  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  meeting  with  them,  to  declare  what  fhall  concern  them- 
fdves,  or  the  council  fhall  fee  caufe  to  enquire  of  them,  in  reference 
to  this  bufinefs  ;  making  their  return  to  the  council  of  this  jurifdic- 
non,  what  fuccefs  their  endeavours,  through  the  bleffmg  of  Chrift, 
hath  procured,  and  whole  the  fault  hath°been,  or  is, *  that  fo,  if 

necrftitv 
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ould  have  a  (hare  in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  govern- 
lent,  or  give  his  voice  in  any  election,  unlefs  he  was  a 
lember  of  one  of  the  churches*.  No  church  could  be 
jathered  without  the  allowance  of  the  magiftrates,  con- 
:  fling  of  and  elected  by  members  of  the  churches ;  and 
minifter,  for  preaching  to  fuch  a  fociety,  was  liable  to  a 
ienalty.  Mr.  Matthews,  a  minifter,  about  the  year  1650, 
/as  fined  ten  pounds  for  this  offence.  A  law  was  made 
i  1638,  that  if  any  perfon  flood  excommunicated  fix 
aonths,  they  fhould  be  liable  to  fine,  imprifonmcnt,  or 
lanifhment,  as  the  court  of  affiftants  fhould  determine; 
>ut  this  law  approached  too  nigh  to  the  ecclefiaftical  laws 


eceffity  require,  fuch.  further  courfe  may  be  taken,  therein,  as  may 
10 it  conduce  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  uniting  their  hearts  to  unity 
a  truth  and  peace,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  gofpel.  And  it  is 
rdered,  that  Lieut.  Goodenow,  or  fuch  as  he  ih all  appoint,  fhall 
ike  care  for  the  entertainment  of  the  faid  council  and  all  per- 
3ns  concerned  therein.  [This  ~mcis  njery  agreeable  to  ‘  the  procura - 
•on,9  the  canonical  term  for  the provifion  made  by  a  church  for  the  arch- 
'eacon  at  his  uiftation,~\  And  it  is  ord  red,  that  the  laid  council 
hall  have  liberty  to  adjourn  to  fome  other  place,  if  they  fhall  fee 

aufe.  Bv  order  of  the  council,  . 

Edward  Rawson,  Secr7y.” 

“  M after  Peters  went  from  Salem,  on  foot,  to  Dovei,  to  appeaie 

he  difference  between  Mailer  Larkham  and  Mailer  K - .  .  He 

/ent  bv  the  fending  of  the  governor  and  affiftants.  Mailer  Wilfon 
vent  to  Green’s  harbour,  Sec.  and  at  another  time,  Mailer  W  ilfon, 
vlailer  Miather,  and  otners,  heard  the  diifeience  between  IVlailui 
dooke  and  Mailer  Doughty,  at  New  I  aunton.— — 

<<  It  may  be,  it  will  be  faid  they  did  thefe  things  by  way  of  love 
.nd  friendly  advice.  Grant  this.  But  were'  not  the  counfelled 
iound  to  receive  good  counfel  ?  If  tney  would  not  receive  it,  was 
iot  the  magiftrate  ready  to  affift,  and  to  enforce  peace  and  obedi- 


:e  ?  Lechford .  ,  . 

‘  Every  church  hath  power  of  government  m  and  by  ltlelf,  and 

church  or  officer  have  power  over  one  another,  but  by  way  of 
/ice  or  counfel,  faving  that  the  general  court  now  and  then  over- 
e  fome  church  matters.”  Id. 

*  This  law  was  difpenfed  with  in  favour  of  Mr.  Humphries; 
o  lived  at  Lynn,  where  no  church  was  gathered,  nor  was  he  a 
mber  of  any  other  church,  yet  was  an  affiilant  feveral  years.  Mr 
tton  fays" they  fuppofed  he  would  have  been  a  member  if  he  had 

1  opportunity  for  it. 

;  ^  * 
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j_n  England,.  fo  much  complained  of,  to  continue  long 
force,  and  in  1639  it  was  repealed.  But  the  firft  iav 
feem  to  deprive  an  excommunicated  perfon,  and  alfo 
whole  church,  if  feparated  from  the  reft,  of  all  civil  pr 
vi leges,  although  the  platform  does  not  luppofe  deprivatic 
ol  civil  rights  and  authority  to  be  the  neceflary  conf 
quence,  yet  even  by  the  platform,  all  others  were  1 
46  forbear  to  eat  and  drink  with  excommunicated  perfons. 
\VLiift  they  remained  m  this  ftate,  they  would  have  ver 

little  cnance  foi  a  public  poft  where  all  the  electors  wei 
church  members*. 

^  -The  elders  or  minifters,  although  they  were  not  cor 
fidered  as  one  of  the  effaces,  yet  no  matters  of  great  weigl 
or  moment,  whether  of  a  religious  or  civil  nature,  wn 
determined  without  their  advice,  and  a  formal  referent 
to  them  ;  (in  early  times  they  were  generally  prefent  i 
the  courts)  and  they  were  thus  naturally  led  to  ufe  the 
influence  with  their  people,  to  acqoiefce  in  and  approve  c 
the  meafures,  which  they  themlelves  had  been  confulte 
upon  and  advifed  to. 

But  however  defeftive  this  conftitution  may  appear  i 
theory,  we  fhall  feldom  meet  with  an  inftance  where  ther 
has  been  fo  fteady  and  fo  general  an  adherence  to  th 
principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and  fo  much  hai 
mony  fubfifting,  not  only  in  particular  churches,  but  be 
tween  one  church  and  another,  for  fifty  years  together. 

In  general,  the  ordination  of  minifters  was  by  impofi 

tion  of  the  hands  of  their  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  bu 

lome  churches,  perhaps  to  preferve  a  more  perfe£l  in 

dependency,  called  for  the  aid  of  no  minifters  of  any  othe 

churches,  but  ordained  their  minifters  by  the  impofitioi 

of  the  hands  of  fume  of  their  own  brethren. +  The  ordi 

\  * 

*  In  1637,  wher>  Mr.  Winthrop  the  governor  had  been  ver 
2  'live  in  the  banifhment  of  many  of  the  members  of  Bofton  church 
for  adhering  to  Mrs  Hutchinfon,  fortie  of  thofe  which  remained 
preiTed  the  elders  very  hard  to  call  the  governor  to  anfwer,  as  a 
offender  againft  the  church,  for  what  he  had  done  in  the  ftate,  bu 
the  elders  did  not  think  proper  to  comply.  MagiialicK 

f  This  is  fail  by  Bailey  to  be  Browniun.  Do:?,  cf  Broivmfts. 

natiot 
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iation  at  Salem,  Auguft  29th  1660,  was  performed  in  this 
nanner,  as  I  find  minuted  by  a  gentleman  then  juft  ar- 
ived  from  England,  who  was  prefent.  *  “  The  church  j 
6  at  Salem  kept  this  day  as  a  faft,  for  the  ordaining  a  1 
c  teacher  and  a  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Higginfon  preached  \ 

6  in  the  morning,  continuing  until  one  o’clock,  then  broke 
*  off  for  one  hour,  then,  the  congregation  being  affembled 
c  again,  they  went  to  the  work  of  the  ordination,  which 
i  was  thus — firft  Mr.  Higginfon,  who  was  to  be  ordained  , 
6  teaching  elder,  prayed  ;  after  prayer,  Major  Hathorne 
6  a  private  member,  being,  it  feems,  defired  by  the  church,  ( 

<  flood  up  and  fpake  to  the  brethren  of  the  church  that  j 
c  they  fhould  now,  if  they  did  continue  in  the  mind  they  \ 
c  were  in  before  as  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Higginfon  for 
c  their  paftor,  declare  their  confent  by  filence ;  and  then 
c  fpake  to  Mr.  Higginfon  to  declare  his  acceptance,  and  j 
‘  then  fpake  to  the  meffengers  of  the  churches  that  were  j 
6  fent  to  be  prefent,  and  to  all  others,  to  fpeak  if  they 
c  knew  any  weighty  reafons  againft  their  proceeding  to 
6  ordination,  and  then,  none  fpeaking,  Major  Hathorne  and 
6  two  of  the  deacons  of  the  church,  laying  their  hands  j 
c  on  Mr.  Higginfon’s  head,  pronounced  words  of  ordi-  j 
‘  nation  and  prayed  over  him,  and  then  Major  Hathorne 
c  exhorted  the  church  in  a  few  words  to  remember  their 
{  duty,  &c.  towards  him  whom  they  had  ordained  to  be 
‘  their  paftor.  Then  Mr.  Higginfon  did  after  the  fame 
c  manner  as  is  before  expreffed,  proceed  to  the  ordination 
c  of  Mr.  Brown  for  the  ruling  elder,  which  being  done, 

6  they  fung  a  pfalm  and  concluded  with  prayer.  After 
6  the  exercife,  I  was  invited  to  the  elder’s  houfe,  where  , 

6  was  good  company  and  good  cheer.” 

*  I  have  feen  an  account  of  an  ordination  about  the  year  1640,  of  \ 
Mr.  Hooke,  at  Taunton,  then  Cohannet,  in  Plimouth  .colony,  by  the  J 
ichoolmafter  and  one  of  the  brethren,  an  hufbandman,  although  Mr.  » 
Wilfon  and  Mr.  Mather,  two  minifters,  were  prefent,  but  the  ) 
general  practice  was  otherwife,  and  at  this  day  an  ordination  by  the  j 
lay  brethren,  although  it  might  not  be  condemned  as  invalid,  yet  J 
would  be  generally  disapproved  and  difcountenanced. 

Most  ; 


Most  of  the  churches,  not  all,  had  one  or  more  rulin 
elder.  In  matters  of  offence,  the  ruling  elder,  after  tf 
hearing,  afked  the  church  if  they  were  fatisfied  ;  if  the 
were  not,  he  left  it  to  the  pallor  or  teacher  to  denounc 
the  fentence  of  excommunication,  fufpenfion  or  aclmon 
lion,  according  as  the  church  had  determined.  Matters  ( 
offence,  regularly,  were  firft  brought  to  the  ruling  eldt 
in  private,  and  might  not  other  wife  be  told  to  the  church 
It  was  the  practice,  for  the  ruling  elders  to  give  publi 
notice  or  fuch  perfons  as  defired  to  enter  into  church  fel 
lowfhip  with  them,  and  of  the  time  propofed  for  admit 
ting  them,  if  no  fufficient  objection  was  offered  *,  and  whe 
the  time  came,  to  require  all  perfons  who  knew  any  jul 
grounds  of  objection  to  fignify  them.  Objections  were  Ire 
quently  made,  and  until  they  were  heard  and  determined 
the  ruling  elder  feems  to  have  moderated  in  the  church 
but  the  churches  confent  to  the  admiffion  was  afked  by  th 
paftor  or  teacher,  who  alfo  rehearfed  and  propofed  th 
church  covenant  and  declared  them  members.  When 
minifter  preached  to  any  other  than  his  own  church,  th 
ruling  elder  of  the  church,  after  the  pfalm  fung,  laid  pub 
licly,  if  this  prefen t  brother  hath  any  word  of  exhorta 
tion  for  the  people  at  this  time,  in  the  name  of  God,  le 
him  fay* on.’ The  ruling  elder  always  read  the  pfalm 
When  the  member  of  one  church  defired  to  receive  th 
facrament  at  another,  he  came  to  trie  ruling  elder  wh< 
propofed  his  name  to  the  church  for  their  confent.  A 
the  communion  they  fat  with  the  minifter.  I  find  nothing 
further  relating  to  this  officer  in  their  public  affemblies 
They  were  confidered,  without  doors,  as  men  for  advic 
and  counfel  in  religious  matters,  they  vifited  thefick*  ant 
had  a  general  infpection  and  over  fig  he  of  the  conduct  c 
their  brethren.  Every  thing  which  1  have  mentioned  a 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  ruling  elder,  fo  far  as  it  is  ii 
itfclf  neceffary  or  proper,  may  with  propriety  enough  b 
performed  by  the  minifter.  It  is  not  ftrange,  therefore 
that  this  office  in  a  courfe  of  years  funk  into  almoft  ai 
entire  defuetude  in  the  churches-  Indeed  the  multiplying 

tinneceffar 
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inneceflary  and  mere  nominal  officers,  or  officers  whofe 
luties  and  privileges  are  not  with  certainty  agreed  upon 
nd  determined,  Teems  rather  to  have  a  natural  tendency 
o  tiiicord  anc»  contention  than  to  hartnonv  and  peace. 

We  meet  with  nothing  peculiar,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
hurches,  relative  to  the  office  of  deacons.  Mention 
5  made  of  the  duty  of  deaconeffes  or  widows,  who  were 

‘  to  ftew  mercy  w‘^  chearfulnefs,  and  to  minifter  to  the 
ick  and  poor  brethren,”  but  I  find  no  inftance  of  any 
pecially  chofen  or  appointed  to  this  fervice. 

h e  minifters  of  the  ieveral  churches,  in  the  town  of 
jpfton,  have  ever  been  fupported  by  a  free  weekly  con- 
ribution.  I  have  feen  a  letter  from  one  of  the  principal 
niniflers  of  the  colony,  exprefficg  fome  doubts  of  the  law- 
uinels  of  receiving  a  iupport  in  any  other  way.  In  the 
ountry  towns,  compulfory  laws  were  found  neceflary;  and 
a  the  year  1654  the  county  courts  were  impowered  to 
fiefs  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  towns  which  ne°- 

tfted  the  fupporc  of  the  miniftry,  a  fum  fufficient  to  make 
ip  the  defe&.f 

In  Bofton,  after  prayer  and  before  Tinging,  it  was  the 
iractice,  for  feveral  years,  for  the  minifter  to  read  and  ex- 
>ound  a  chapter.  W  hether  it  was  becatife  this  carried  the 
ervice  to  too  great  a  length,  or  any  other  reafon  could  be 
,iven  ioi  it,  in  a  few  years  it  was  laid  alide,  except  when 
:  came  in  place  of  a  fermon.J  Exceptions,  may  we  not 


f  In  1644  one  Bnfcoe  a  tanner  of  Watertown,  publilhed  a  book 
gain.!  the  fupport  of  mimfters  by  tithes  or  taxes,  and  reproached 
!ie  mir.ikers  who  too*  falanes  in  that  way.  The  minifter!  thought 
im  who  denied  the  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  provide 
r  the  fupport  of  mimfters  potius  erudiJL  quaa  JgumtKtc., 

m  l  i  r  Jhey  !ett  “  to  the  magiftrates  to  defend  the  caiffe,  who 
nvcned  the  tanner  before  them  and  brought  him  to  an  aclfcnow- 
■dgment,  if  not  to  a  fen fe  of  his  error.  Hubbard. 

.  t  T?  preach  a  fermon  which  was  not  compofed  by  the  preacher 
.mfelf,  was  looked  upon,  if  not  criminal,  yet  highly  difreputable. 
-ne  Mr.  Bond  having  taken  this  liberty,  and  being  difcovered, 

Fefently  after  removed  to  Barbados.  M'S. 
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fay  cavils,  have  been  made,  by  fome  learned  ferious  min 
fters,  againft  reading  the  lcriptures,  as  part  of  the  divii 
fervice,  without  an  expofition.  The  other  parts  of  re 
gious  public  worfhip,  and  the  manner  of  adminiftring  t 
facraments,  not  differing  from  what  is  at  this  day  tl 
practice  cfthe  churches  of  New-Englandand  of  thechun 
of  Scotland,  it  is  unneceflary  to  take  any  notice  of  ther 
From  a  facred  regard  to  the  religion  of  the  chrifti; 
fabbath,  a  fcruple  arofe  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  calling  tl 
firft  day  of  the  week  Sunday,  and  they  always,  upon  ar 
occafion,  whether  in  a  civil  or  religious  relation  to  i 
ftiled  it  either  the  Lord’s-day  or  the  Sabbath.  As  tl 
exception  to  the  word  Sunday  was  founded  upon  its  f 
perftitious  idolatrous  origin,  the  fame  fcruple  natural 
followed,  with  refpetff  to  the  names  of  all  the  other  da 
of  the  week,  and  of  moft  of  the  months,  which  had  tl 
fame  origin;  accordingly,  they  changed  Monday,  Tuefda 
&c.  into  the  fecond  and  third  days  of  the  week,  and  i: 
Head  of  March  and  April,  ufed  the  firft  and  fecond  month 
and  inftead  of  the  third  Tuefday  in  May,  the  languag 
was,  the  third  third  day  of  the  third  month,  and  fo  of  tl 
reft.*  All  their  records  and  other  writings  are  dated 
the  common  form,  which  they  brought  from  Englar 
with  them,  until  the  year  163 6,  when  Mr.  Vane  was  g 
vernor,  but  after  that,  the  alteration  feems  to  have  bet 
very  ftriftly  obferved,  in  all  public  and  private  writing 
and  difeourfe,  for  many  years  together.  In  the  interregnun 
it  much  obtained  in  England,  but  the  fcruple,  there,  wei 
off  at  once,  upon  the  reftoration,  here,  it  abated,  and 
continues  fcarce  any  where,  at  this  day,  except  among  tl 
people  called  Quakers.  Perhaps,  the  great  diflike  to  fon 
other  peculiarities  of  that  people  earned  the  decline  < 
that  cuftom  in  the  colony,  and  made  them  confider  tf 
Angularity,  in  the  fame  light  with  fome  others  of  the  fam 
nature,  which  they  condemned.f 

Tha 

*  This  was  a  fcruple  of  the  Brownifts. 

f  They  began  the  Sabbath  the  evening  of  the  lafl  day  of  the  weel 
It  was  fome  time  before  this  cialtom  was  fettled.*  IVir,  Hooke: 
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That  every  thing  approaching  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  authority  of  the  pope,  and  his  power  of  canoniza¬ 
tion,  might  be  avoided,  they  never  ufed  the  addition  of 
faint  when  they  fpake  of  the  apoftles  and  the  ancient  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  chriftian  church,  and  even  the  ufua!  names 
of  places  were  made  to  conform.  The  Ifland  of  Saint 
Chriftophers  was  always  wrote  Chriftophers,  and,  by  the 
fame  rule,  all  other  places  to  which  faint  had  been  prefixed. 

If  any  exception  was  made,  an  anfvver  was  ready  :  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  had  as  good  right  to  this  appellation  , 
as  Peter,  James,  and  John. 

They  laid  afide  the  falls  and  feafts  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  appointed  frequently,  as  occafion  required, 
days  of  fading  and  thankfgiving  *  but,  befides  thefe  occa- 
fional  fads  and  thank! givings,  they  conftantly, every  fpring, 
appointed  a  day  for  fading  and  prayer  to  implore  the  di¬ 
vine  bleffings  upon  their  affairs  in  the  enfuing  year  ;  and 
in  the  fall,  a  day  of  thankfgiving  and  public  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  favors  conferred  upon  them  in  the  year  pad. 

If  they  more  readily  fell  into  this  practice  from  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  people  of  God  of  old,  yet  they  might  well 
have  been  judified  without  any  example.  It  has  continued 
without  interruption,  I  luppofe,  in  any  one  indance,  down 
to  this  day.  This  is  a  cudom  to  which  no  devout  perfon 
of  any  fed  will  take  exception.  By  a  law  of  the  colony, 
every  perfon  abfenting  himfelf  from  the  public  worfhip,  on 
thefe  days,  without  fufficient  excufe,  was  liable  to  five 
fhillings  fine.  It  would  have  been  as  well,  perhaps,  if 
this  provifion  had  been  omitted. 

These  were  the  principal  of  the  fpecial  ecclefiaftical  or 
religious  cudoms.  There  were  fome  attempts  to  intro- 

a  letter  without  date,  but  wrote  about  the  year  1640,  fays. 

The  queftion  touching  the  beginning  of  the  fabbath  is  now  on 
foot  among  us,  hath  once  been  fpoken  to,  and  we  re  to  give 
in  our  arguments  each  to  the  other,  fo  that  we  may  ripen  our 
thoughts  touching  that  truth,  and  if  the  Lord  will  it  may  more 
fully  aopear.”  And  in  another  letter,  March  1640,  “  Mr.  Huit 
hath  not  anfwered  our  arguments  againft  the  beginning  the 

fabbath  at  morning.'* 
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duce  Angularities  into  fome  of  the  churches,  particularly, 
Mr.  Davenport,  of  New-Haven,  who  afterwards  removed 
to  Bofton,  required  all  his  congregation  to  ftand  up 
whiift  the  text  was  naming ;  the  principal  reafon  which 
was  given  for  it  being,  that  it  was  the  word  of  God,  and 
deferved  peculiar  honor*  ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Salem, 
required  all  the  women  of  his  congregation  to  wear  veils  ; 
but  neither  of  thefe  cuftoms  fpread,  or  were  of  any  long 
continuance.  It  was  obferved,  as  to  the  latter,  that  fo  un¬ 
couth  an  appearance,  contrary  to  the  pradice  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation,  would  probably  draw  more  eyes  than  if  they 
were  drefied  like  other  women.  Mr.  Cotton,  of  Bofton, 
happening  to  preach  at  Salem,  foon  after  this  cuftom  began, 
he  convinced  his  hearers,  that  it  had  no  fufficient  founda¬ 
tion  in  the  fcriptures  :  The  married  women  had  no  pre¬ 
tence  to  wear  veils  as  virgins,' neither  married  nor  un¬ 
married  would  chufe  to  do  it  from  the  example  of  Tamar 
the  harlot,  nor  need  they  do  it  for  fuch  purpofes  as  Ruth 
did  in  her  widowhood.  His  fermon  had  fo  good  an  effed, 
that  they  were  all  afhamed  of  their  veils,  and  never  ap¬ 
peared  covered  with  them  afterwards  -f-. 

During  the  fifty  years  the  charter  continued,  there 
were  very  few  inftancesof  any  fociety  of  chriftians  differing, 
profefledly,  in  dodrine,  difcipline,  or  form  of  worfhip 
from  the  eftablifhed  churches.  The  number  of  baptifts  was 
fmall.  The  quakers  came  over  in  fmall  parties ;  but  not- 
withftanding  the  ftrange  delufion  they  were  under  in 
courting  perfecution,  and  the  imprudence  of  the  authority 
in  gratifying  this  humor,  as  far  as  their  utmoft  wiflies 
could  carry  them,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  courle  of 
the  hiftory,  yet  they  were  never  numerous  enough  to 
form  a  fociety  of  any  confequence,  except  upon  the  bor- 

*  i(  At  Quinnipyack  (New-Haven)  Mr.  Davenport  preached  in 
the  forenoon,  that  men  mull  be  uncovered  and  ftand  up  at  the  reading 
the  text,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  aflembly  jointly  pra&ifed  it.” 
Mr.  Hooker  to  Shepard,  March  20,  1640. 

f  Huhhard,  Mr.  Cotton,  when  he  was  in  England,  thought 
more  favourably  of  this  cuftcm.  He  mentions  the  old  countefs  of 
Lincoln  her  always  coming  to  church  veiled. 

ders 
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ders  of  Rhode  Ifland*.  Nor  was  there  any  epifcopal 
church  in  any  part  of  the  colony,  until  the  charter  was 
vacated. 

The  teft,  which  we  have  juft  mentioned,  went  a  great 
way  towards  producing  this  general  uniformity.  He  that 
did  not  conform,  was  deprived  of  more  civil  privileges  than 
a  nonconformift  is  deprived  of,  by  the  teft  in  England. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  muft  have  occafioned  much 
formality  and  hypocrify.  The  myfteries  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion  have  been  proftituted  to  mere  fecular  views  and  ad¬ 
vantages.  Befides  this  teft,  another  reafon  may  be  aftigned. 
As  good,  if  not  better  lands  than  any  in  the  colony  lay 
contiguous  to  it,  and  men,  of  different  opinions,  chofe  to 
remove  where  they  might  enjoy  both  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  rather  than  remain  and  be  deprived  of  either.  In 
this  way,  birth  and  quick  growth  were  given  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  colony,  which  admitted  perfons  of  all  religions, 
and  gave  equal  privileges  to  all,  and  as  foon  as  what  they 
called  a  feftary  fprang  up  in  the  Maffachufets  colony,  it 
was  tranfplanted  to  Rhode-Bland. 

I  shall  finith  what  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  ecclefiaftica! 
conftitution  oi  the  colony  with  a  fliort  fummary  of  the 
platform,  as  I  find  it  prepared  by  a  very  fenfible  divine  f, 
who  made  a  figure  in  the  colony  foon  after  the  platform 
was  eftablifhed. 

1.  “Ecclesiastical  policy,  church  government,  or 
church  difeipline,  is  nothing  elfe  but  that  form  and  order, 
which  is  to  be  obferved  in  the  church  of  (Thrift  upon 
earth,  both  for  the  conftitution  of  it,  and  all  the  adniini- 
ftrations  which  therein  are  to  be  performed,  the  parts  of 
which  are  all  of  them  deferibed  in  the  word  of  God,  and 
it  is  not  left  in  the  power  of  any  to  alter,  add,  or  diminifh 
any  thing  therein. 

2.  There  is  a  catholic  vifible  church,  viz.  the  company 
of  thofe  who  profefs  the  chriftian  faith,  whether  in  church 

*  The  fanguinary  laws  were  of  fliort  continuance,  otherwife  ths 
number  of  quakers  would  have  increafed. 

f  Mr.  Hubbard. 
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rteft“r"?';.bot  th're  is  "°  political  catholic  church, 

comine  of  f:hr  t>mfm^rS  0  the  Vlflb!e  church>  fincc  the 
g  Ot  Chrift,  being  only  congregational. 

ChriV 7 J;ONGR*gat/°nal  church’  b7the  inftitutionof 

of  i  u  par[  of  1 Aevifibfe  church, conGAing  of  a  company 

nant  for  7**  In^’ .u”ltec*  ln}°  one  body  by  an  holy  cove¬ 
nant,  for  the  publick  worffiip  of  God,  and  the  mutual 

edification  one  of  another,  in  the  fellowffiip  of  the  Lord 

/oCrUS  r(>hefnrattur  °f  which’  as  t0  its  qualification,  outfit 
of  rhn  ft  °f  fu,ch  Prlfons  as  have  attained  the  knowledge 
£5*,  pn"ClpIei  °l  reli§i°”.  who  are  free  from  groTs 
"a  ’  a{!d*.wl£  the  Pr°feTion  of  their  faith  and  repent¬ 
ance,  walk  in  blamelefs  obedience  to  the  word  of  God  • 

thnn°mSiqUaTy’-,iC  °Ughtnot  to  be  of  greater  number 
than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  conveniently  in  one 

Sort  n^f7er  tharnrn’ay  conveniently  carry  on  church 
•  .  e  form  of  fuch  a  church  is  an  agreement,  con- 

.7  ’  fu  TlfibS  covfnant’  whereby  they  give  themfelves 
unto  the  Lord,  to  the  obferving  the  ordinances  of  Chrift 
together  in  the  fame  fociety. 

.  4V fraternity  or  brotherhood  of  fuch  a  church  is 

the  firft  fubjed  of  all  ordinary  church  power,  which  is 

either  a  power  of  office,  or  of  privilege.  But  the  power 

o  privi  ege  is  in  the  brethren,  formally  and  immediately, 

the  other  is  in  them  no  otherwife  than  that  they  defi^n 

the  perlons  unto  office,  who  only  are  to  ad  and  exercife 
that  power. 

5.  The  ordinary  officers  of  the  church  are  fuch  as  con¬ 

cern  tneir  fpiritual  and  moral,  or  temporal  and  natural 
good.  Of  the  firft  of  which  are  pallors,  teachers,  ruling 
elders,  1  Tim.  v.  17.  In  the  laft  mentioned,  moll  of  the 
churches  in  New- England,  as  many  of  the  congregational 
churches  elfewhere,  are  not  fo  well  agreed,  accounting 
ruling  elders  ffiould  be  able  to  teach.  ° 

6.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  churches  to  call  their  own 
officers,  and  remove  them  from  their  office  again,  if  there 
fall  out  juft  caule,  yet  fo  as  the  advice  of  neighbour 
churches,  where  it  may  conveniently  be  done,  be  firft  had. 

They  . 
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They  who  are  to  officiate  ought  to  be  tried  and  proved 
before  they  be  elefted.  i  Tim.  v.  22. 

7.  Elders  are  to  be  ordained  by  impofition  of  hands, 
which  is  to  be  performed  by  the  elders  of  the  fame  church, 
if  it  be  furnifhed  with  any,  or  thofe  of  neighbour  churches, 
and  it  may  be  done  by  fome  of  the  brethren  deputed 
thereunto,  which  latter  is  alfo  difapproved  by  Dr.  Horn- 
beck,  the  learned  profeffor  of  divinity  at  Leyden,  from 
Numb.  viii.  10. 

8.  The  power  of  government,  in  a  congregational 
church,  ought  to  proceed  after  the  manner  of  a  mixed 
adminiftration  ;  tor,  in  an  organick  church,  no  ad:  can  be 
confummate  without  the  confent  both  of  the  elders  and 
brethren,  fo  as  the  power  of  government  or  rule  in  the 
elders  prejudice  not  the  power  of  privilege  in  the  brethren, 
nor  the  power  of  privilege  in  them  prejudice  the  power 
of  rule  fcated  in  the  elders,  feeing  both  may  fweetly  agree 
together. 

9.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  of  the  church 
all  that  are  taught,  are  to  communicate  to  him  that  teach 
eth,  in  all  good  things  ;  and  in  cafe  of  negledt,  the  magi! 
trate  ought  to  fee  that  the  miniftry  be  duly  provided  for. 

10.  For  the  admiffion  of  members,  there  ought  to  be 
either  a  perfonal  relation  in  public,  or  by  the  elders,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  church  what  fatisfa&ion  they  have  received 
from  the  perfons  in  private.  The  things,  wherein  fatif- 
faftion  is  required,  are  faith  and  repentance,  which  ought 
to  be  found  in  all  church  members. 

1 1.  Where  members  of  churches  are  called  to  remove 

from  one  church  to  another,  it  is  convenient,  for  order 
fake,  that  it  be  done  by  letters  of  recommendation  or  of 
difmiffion.  * 

12.  The  cenfures  of  the  church,  which  are  for  the 
preventing,  removing,  or  healing  offences,  are  excom¬ 
munication  or  admonition,  wherein  the  church  ought  to 
proceed  according  to  the  rule,  Matt,  xviii.  15,  16,  17. 
wherein  the  offence  is  to  be  brought  to  the  church  by  the 
mouth  of  the  elders, 
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*3-  Particular  churches,  although  they  are  diftind, 
and  have  not  one  power  over  another,  yet,  becaufe  they 
are  united  unto  Chrift,  not  only  as  a  myftical  but  as  a  po¬ 
litical  head,  they  ought  to  have  communion  one  with  an¬ 
other,  by  way  of  mutual  care,  confultation,  admonition, 
and  participation  in  the  fame  ordinances. 

14.  Synods,  orderly  affembled  and  rightly  proceeding 
according  to  the  pattern  of  Ads  xv.  are  the  ordinance  of 
Chrift,  and,  if  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  being,  yet 
neceffary  to  the  well-being  of  churches,  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  peace  and  truth  therein.  And  many  churches 
may  fo  affemble  together  by  their  meffengers  and  elders. 
And  their  diredions  and  determinations,  fo  far  as  confo¬ 
rmant  to  the  word  of  God,  are  to  be  received  with  reverence 
and  fubmiffion,  not  only  for  their  agreement  therewith, 
without  which  they  bind  not  at  all,  butalfo  for  the  power 
whereby  they  are  made,  as  an  ordinance  of  God  appointed 
thereunto  in  his  word. 

15  Church  government  and  civil  government  may 
very  well  (land  together,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  magil- 
trate  to  take  care  of  matters  of  religion,  and  to  improve 
his  civil  authority  for  ohferving  the  duties  commanded  in 
the  fir  ft  as  well  as  the  lecond  table,  feeing  the  end  of 
their  office  is  not  only  the  quiet  and  peaceable  life  of  the 
fubjed  in  matters  of  righteoufnefs  and  honefty,  but  alfo 
in  matters  of  godlinefs.  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  2. 55 

After  all  that  may  be  faid  in  favor  of  the  conftitution, 
the  ftrength  of  it  lay  in  the  union,  declared  in  the  laft 
article,  with  the  civil  authority.  The  ufual  way  of  de¬ 
ciding  different  es  and  controvcrfies  in  churches,  it  is  true, 
was  by  a  council,  confiding  of  the  elders  and  other  mcffen- 
gers  of  neighbouring  churches,  and  where  there  was  a 
general  agreement  in  fuch  councils,  the  contending  parties 
generally  a.quidced  ;  but  if  the  council  happened  to  differ 
in  apprehenfions  among  themfelves,  or  if  either  of  the 
contending  parties  were  contumacious,  it  was  a  common 
thing  for  the  civil  magiftrate  to  interpofe  a»d  put  an  end 
to  the  difbute0 

'  chap. 
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The  Syftem  or  Body  of  Laws  eftablifhed  in  the 

Colony. 

AT  the  firft  meeting  of  the  court  of  affiftants,  at 
Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  1630,  they  eftablifhed 
ruies  of  proceeding  in  all  civil  actions,  and  inftituted 
fubordinate  powers  for  punifhing  offenders.  1  he  fu- 
preme  authority  being  in  the  court  ot  affiftants,  they  re- 
foived  upon  frequent  meetings  for  the  due  execution  of  it. 
As  it  was  neceflary  for  every  family  to  provide  lo  dgings 
before  winter,  the  firft  law  propofed  and  pafled  was  for 
the  regulating  the  price  of  wages  of  workmen,  under  a 
penalty  to  him  that  gave,  as  well  as  to  him  who  received, 
more  than  the  limited  price  *.  They  proceeded  to  other 
laws  for  punifhing  idlenefs  and  encouraging  induftry  *,  and, 
as  they  were  in  the  midft  of  favages,  much  more  numerous 
than  themfelves,  they  obliged  every  man  to  attend  milicaiy 
exercifes,  and  limited  the  bounds  of  their  plantations  that 
none  might  be  more  expofed  than  was  neceflary. 

In  civil  addons,  equity,  according  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  feems  to  have  been  their  rule  of  determining. 
The  judges  had  recourfe  to  no  other  authorities,  than  the 
reafon  and  underftanding  which  God  had  given  them. 
In  punifhing  offences,  they  profeffed  to  be  governed  by 
the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  but  no  farther  than  thofe  laws 
were  of  a  moral  nature. 

Whilst  they  were  thus  without  a  code  or  body  of 
laws,  and  the  colony  but  juft  come  to  its  birth,  their  fen- 
tences  feem  to  be  adapted  to  the  circumftances  ot  a  iai  ge 
family  of  children  and  fervants,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following,  which,  from  amongft  many  others  of  the  fame 
fort,  I  have  taken  out  of  the  public  recoids. 

*  Carpenters,  joiners,  bricklayers,  fawyers,  and  thatcheis  not 
more  than  2  s.  per  day,  &c.  t  r  D 
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Jofias  Plaiflowe,  for  ftealing  four  bafkets  of  corn  from 
tfie  Indians,  is  ordered  to  return  them  eight  bafkets,  to  be 
hneu  five  pounds,  and  hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  name 
of  Jofias,  and  not  *  Mr.  as  formerly  he  ufed  to  be. 

Captain  Stone,  for  abufing  Mr,  Ludlow,  and  calling  him 
juftafs  is  fined  an  hundred  pounds,  and  prohibited  coming 
within  the  patent  without  the  governor's  leave,  upon  pain 
of  death.  '  v 

Serjeant  Perkins,  ordered  to  carry  forty  turfs  to  the 
fort,  for  being  drunk. 

Edward  Palmer,  for  his  extortion  in  taking  two  pounds, 
thirteen  fbilhngs  and  four  pence  for  the  wood  work  of 

Bofton  flocks,  is  fined  five  pounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
Jet  one  hour  in  the  flocks. 

Captain  Lovel,  admonifhed  to  take  heed  of  light  carriage. 
Thomas  Petit,  for  fufpicion  of  (lander,  idienefs,  and 
ftubbornnefs,  is  cenfured  to  be  feverely  whipped,  and  to 
be  kept  in  hold. 

_  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Richard  Cornifh,  was  found  fufpi- 
eious  of  inContinency,  and  ferionfiy  admonifhed  to  take  heed. 

Daniel  Clarke,  found  to  be  an  immoderate  drinker,  was 
fined  forty  (hillings. 

John  Wedgewood,  for  being  in  the  company  of  drunk¬ 
ards,  to  be,fet  in  the  Hocks. 

John  Kuchin,  for  fhewing  books  which  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  bring  to  the  governor,  and  forbidden  to  fhew 

them  to  any  other,  and  yet  (hewed  them,  was  fined  ten 
/hillings, 

Robert  Shorthofe,  for  fwearing  by  the  blood  of  God, 
Was  fentenced  to  have  his  tongue  put  into  a  cleft  Hick, 
and  to  Hand  fo  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour. 

Great  numbers  of  the  like  kind  might  be  added. 

_  *  They  were  very  careful  that  no  title  or  appellation  fhould  be 
given  where  it  was  not  due,  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  gent  emeu  took  the  title  of  efquirc,  and  in  a  lift  of  100  free¬ 
men  you  will  not  find  above  4  or  5  diftinguifh  d  by  Mr.  although 
they  were  generally  men  of  fome  lubftance.  Good-man  and  good- 
wife  were  common  appellations. 

In 
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In  the  year  1634,  the  plantation  was  greatly  increafcd, 
fettlements  were  extended  more  than  30  miles  from  the 
rapital  town,  and  it  was  thought  high  time  to  have  known 
ftfabiifhed  laws,  that  the  inhabitants  might  no  longer  be 
fubjedt  to  the  varying  uncertain  judgments,  which  ether- 
,vife  would  be  made  concerning  their  a«5f  ions.  The  mini- 
fers,  and  fome  of  the  principal  laymen,  were  confulted 
with,  about  a  body  of  laws,  limed  to  the  circum (lances  of 
he  colony  civil  and  religious.  Committees,  confiding  of 
nagiftrates  and  elders,  were  appointed  almoft  every  year, 
or  12  or  14  years  together;  and  whilft  they  were  thus 
itting  a  code,  particular  laws,  which  were  of  greateft 
leceffity,  from  time  to  time,  were  enabled  •,  and  in  the 
;ear  1648,  the  whole,  collected  together,  were  ratified  by 
he  court,  and  then  firft  printed. 

Mr.  Bellingham,  of  the  magidrates,  and  Mr.  Cotton, 
)f  the  clergy,  had  the  greateft  (hare  in  this  work. 

Let  us  ccnfider  the  character  of  our  new  planters,  the 
late  and  condition  they  were  in  before  they  left  England, 
ind  after  their  arrival  in  America,  and  we  fhall  iee  the 
ource  of  the  peculiarities  in  their  laws  and  cuftoms.  It 
ias  been  obferved,  that  they  were  diffatisfied  not  only 
vith  the  ceremonies,  but  alfo  with  the  rigid  difeipline,  at 
hat  time,  of  the  church  of  England  :  In  this  indeed  they 
vere  not  fingular  •,  the  principal  commoners,  great  part 
>f  the  clergy,  and  many  of  the  nobility,  were  of  the  fame 
entiments.  They  muft  have  had  very  tender  and  feru- 
mlous  minds,  or  they  would  not  have  banilhed  themfelves 
rom  their  dear  country,  friends,  and  acquaintance,  and 
lunched  into  an  unknown  world,  rather  than  fubmit  to 
ny  thing  againft  their  judgments  and  confciences.  They 
irofeffed  a  (acred  regard  to  the  word  of  God,  in  the  old 
nd  new  teftament,  as  a  fufiacient  rule  of  condubt,  and  that  . 
hey  were  obliged  to  follow  it.  They  looked  upon  the 
ibfervation  of  the  firft,  as  well  as  fecond  table  neceffary  to 
>e  enjoined  ;  and,  as  the  conftitution  of  their  churches 
rould  not  admit  of  ecclefiaftical  courts,  provifion  muft  be 
aade  for  the  puniihment  of  many  offences  here,  by  the 

civil 
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civil  magifhate,  which  are  not  offences  by  the  comm 
law  vy  nether  every  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  firft 
we>l  as  fecond  table  has  not  fuch  a  tendency,  by  mere  c 
<.mp.e,  to  difturb  the  peace  of  civil  fociety,  as  that  pro 
lion  for  the  punilhment  thereof  is  neceffary,  by  fome  a 
thority  or  other,  I  need  not  determine:  1  hey  thought 
Had,  and,  upon  this  principle,  they  did  not  choofe  fuch  r 
ndhmencs  for  crimes,  as  were  merely  in  proportion  to  th 
a  trebling  the  fafety  or  peace  of  fociety,  a  principle,  up 
winch  the  nations  of  Europe  have  been  more  and  me 
modelling  their  criminal  laws  for  feveral  ages  paft,  t 
annexed  greater  penalties  to  fome  immoralities  and  ii 
pieties  than  had  been  known  in  the  country  thev  le 
determined  many  others  to  deferve  the  notice  of  the  c‘v 
magi  ft  rate,  which  would  have  eicaped  it  in  England,  ai 
perhdps  judged  lome  actions  criminal,  which  to  min 
iefs  fcrupuious  would  have  appeared  indifferent*.  T 
g^nctality  oi  the  colony  being  very  near  upon  a  lev( 
Fiiose  than  common  provifion  was  neceffary  to  enfor 
a  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  eftablifh  and  pr 
ferve  the  authority  of  the  government  ;  for,  althoug 
fome  amongft  them  had  handfome  fortunes,  yet  in  gener 
their  eftates  weie  fmall,  barely  fufficient  to  provide  the 
homes  ana  neceffary  accommodations ;  a  contempt  of  a 
thority  was  therefore  next  to  a  capital  offence.  Ti 
country  being  new  and  uncultivated,  the  utrhoft  inriuftr 
oeconomy,  and  frug.diry  were  neceffary  to  their  fubfiftenc 
ana  laws,  with  heavy  penalties,  to  enforce  the  obfervance  < 
them.  They  were  in  the  midfi  ol  lavages,  whofe  numbe 
were  much  greater  than  their  own,  and  were  under  coi 
tinual  aiarms  and  apprehenfions  of  danger,  and  a  ftribt  di 

I  he  character,  which  the  colony  acquired,  by  the  ftribtnefs  a n 
feverity  of  their  laws,  induced  many  perfons  of  pious  minds  i 
come  over  themfelves,  and  others  to  fend  their  children  for  educ; 
lion,  many  ot  whom  remained  Iv  re.  Penniilvania,  by  a  greater  lat 
tucie  in  thur  lydem,  have  oiavvn  inhabitants  m  muen  greater  pre 
portion.  Our  anceftors  valued  themfelves  upon  being  a  colony  fc 

religion.  Penn  had  no  other  motive  to  found  his  colony  than  huma 
policy. 

ciplin< 
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inline  could  not  be  difpenfed  with.  If  we  add,  that  they 
vere  at  their  full  liberty,  the  troubles  in  England  taking 
from  the  colonies,  the  attention  of  the  feveral  fuccel- 
ions  of  fupreme  power  there,  for  near  thirty  years  toge- 
her ;  from  all  thefe  circumftances,  we  may  pretty  well  ae¬ 
on  nt  for  all  the  peculiarities  in  the  laws  of  the  colony. 

In  that  branch  of  law,  more  efpecialiy,  which  is  dif- 
inguiftied  by  the  name  of  crown  law,  they  profefTed 
'o  have  no  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  They  intended  to  follow  Moles’s  plan,  as  has 
been  obferved,  but  no  farther  than  it  was  of  a  moral 
nature  *,  and  obligatory  upon  all  mankind,  and  peiiiaps 
:hey  did  not,  in  many  inflances,  err  in  judgment  upon 
the  morality  of  actions,  but  their  giand  innfake  lay  ,  m 
fuppofing  certain  natural  punifhments,  in  cveiy  it  ate, 
alike  proportioned  to  this  or  that  particular  kind  of 
offence,  and  which  Moles  had  obferved  •,  whereas  fuch 
punifhments  are  and  ought  to  be  governed  by  the  par¬ 
ticular  confbtutions  and  circumfrances  of  the  feveral  king¬ 
doms  and  flares  where  they  are  applied  ;  and  although 
they  were  undoubtedly7  well  fitted  to  the  ftate  of  the 
ancient  Ifraelttes,  and  the  great  end  of  punifhment,  viz. 
the  preventing  the  like  offences,  could  not,  it  may  be,  have 
been  otherwife  fo  well  effected,  yet  they  were  by  no  means 

*  They  did  not  go  the  length  of  the  Brownifts,  who  are  faid  to 
have  held,  “  that  no  prince  nor  ftate  on  the  earth  hath  any  legifta- 
tive  power,  that  God  atone  is  the  lawgiver,  that  the  greateft  ma- 
rriftrate  hath  no  other  power  but  to  execute  the  laws  of  God  let 
down  in  feripture,  that  the  judicial  laws  of  Mofes  bind  at  tins  day 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  much  as  ever  they  did  fine  Jews. 


7  • 

Roger  Williams  faid,  that  “  although  they  profefTed.  to  be  bound 
f  fuch  judicials  only,  as  contained  in  them  moral  equity,  yet  -they 
itended  this  moral  equity  to  fo  many  particulars,  as  to  take  in  the 
hole  judicial  law,  no  lefs  than  the  rigideft  Brownifts.  ldem- 
Although  they  did  not  go  to  this  extreme,  it  mu  ft  be  allowed  they 
id  not  keep  within  the  limits  they  profefTed  as  t  eu  rL1  e;  ^ 

■ere  charged  with  holding  it  to  be  the  duty^  of  t  e  magi  la  e 
ill  all  idolaters  and  hereticks,  even  whole  cities,  men,  women,  and 
iiildren,  from  the  command  of  the  Ifraelites  to  root  out  the  Canaan- 

es.  Idem . 

y  obligatory 
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obligatory  upon  other  dates  whofe  conftiturions  or  circum- 
ftances  differed ;  and  other  dates  have,  therefore,  continually 
more  or  leis  varied  from  them.  Idolatry,  was  the  fin 
which  eafily  befet  the  Ifiaelites,  and  it  was  neceffary  to 
make  it  a  capital  offence.  Perhaps,  if  itlhould  bethought 
proper  to  prphibit  idolatry  in  China,  at  this  day,  the  fame 
penalty  might  be  neceffary,  and  yet  not  fo  in  New-England. 

Murder*,  fodomy,  witchcraft,  arfon,  and  rape  of  a 
child  under  ten  years  of  age,  were  the  only  crimes  made 
capital  in  the  colony  which  were  capital  in  England,  and 
yet,  from  the  mi. taken  pnnciple  I  have  jud  mentioned, 
their  laws  were  more  languinary  than  the  Englilh  laws; 
fo*  many  offences  were  made  capital  here,  which  were  not 
fo  there.  The  firft  in  order,  being  a  breach  of  the  fird 

t  e  c.ecalo&ue,  was  the  worihip  of  any  other 
God  btfides  the  Lord  God.  Perhaps  a  roman  catholic, 
for  the  adoration  of  the  hod,  might  have  come  within 
this  law.  After  the  miferable  Indians  fubmitted  to  the 
Englifh  laws,  fpecial  provifion  was  made,  by  another  law, 
that  if  any  of  them  fhould  powow  or  perform  outward 
worfhip  to  their  falfe  gods,  the  powower  (who  was  their 
prieft)  fhould  be  fined  five  pounds,  and  others  prefent 
twenty  fhillings  each.  The  Indians  have  been  punilhed, 
upon  the  latter  law,  but  I  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  a 
profecution  of  any  Englishman,  upon  the  former. 

To  blafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  Father,  Son,  or 
Holy  Ghoft,  with  diredt,  exprefs,  prefumptuous,  or  high¬ 
handed  blafphemy,  either  by  wilful  or  obftinate  denying 
the  true  God,  or  his  creation  or  government  of  the  world, 
curling  God,  or  reproaching  the  holy  religion  of  God,  as 
if  it  was  a  politic  device  to  keep  ignorant  men  in  awe,  or 
to  u*ter  any  other  kind  of  blafphemy  of  the  like  nature 
and  degree,  was  alfo  made  capital. 

MAN-ftealing,  from  Exodus  xxi.  1 6.  was  alfo  capital. 

*  Homicide  was  either  murder,  excufable  homicide*  or  juftifiable. 
They  did  not  make  the  diftinftion  of  manflaughter  from  murder. 
Fhe  benefit  of  the  clergy  was  of  popifli  extract,  and  burning  in  the 
hand  with  a  cold  iron  appeared  to  them  a  ridiculous  ceremonv. 

So 
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So  was  adultery  with  a  married  woman,  both  to  the 
an  and  woman,  although  the  man  was  Tingle,  and  fe- 
?ral  have  fuffered  death  upon  this  law  *.  Male  adultery 
ith  an  unmarried  woman,  was  not  capital. 

He  who  was  convidted  of  wilful  perjury,  with  intent 
1  take  away  the  life  of  another,  was  to  fuffer  death,  xrom 
eut.  xix.  16.  This  crime  may  well  enough  be  denomi- 
ited  murder,  and  yet,  a  wilful  perjury,  by  which  a  man’s 
’e  is  in  fadt  taken  away,  was  never  made  capital  in  Eng- 
id.  Many  offences  are  made  fo,  which  Teem  to  be  in- 
rior  in  their  guilt  and  confequences  to  the  public.  The 
fficulty  of  conviction  may  be  one  reafon,  and  the  dif- 
iuragement,  it  would  fometimes  be,  to  witnefies  to  give 
eir  teftimonies,  another  and  ftronger  reafon,  in  vindica- 
)n  of  the  common  law.  In  this  inftance,  theMaflachu- 
:s  law  agreed,  I  take  it,  with  the  civil  law,  the  laws  of 
:otland  at  this  day,  and  of  many  other  hates  in  Europe. 

A  child  above  fixteen  years  of  age:,  that  curfed  or 
lote  his  father  or  mother,  unlefs  provoked  by  cruelty 
d  in  its  own  defence,  or  unchriftianly  negJedled  in  its 
ucation,  and  alfo  aftubborn  and  rebellious  fon,  according 
Deut.  xxi.  20.  upon  conviction,  were  to  fuffer  death, 
lere  have  been  feveral  trials  upon  this  law.  I  have  met 

*  Philo  places  the  command  again#  adultery  before  that  again# 

irder. - There  was  a  pretty  extraordinary  inftance  of  a  pro- 

ution  for  adultery  in  the  year  1663.  Mr.  N.  P.  a  young  mer- 
mt,  had  been  intimate  with  a  married  lady  of  one  of  the  hr# 
nilies  in  the  country.  After  her  hufband’s  death  he  married 
After  they  had  lived  together  three  or  four  years,  a  profe- 
:ion  was  began  again#  both  of  them,  for  adultery  in  the  life- 
le  of  the  fir#  hulband.  They  were  both  committed  to  prifon, 

1  feparately  brought  upon  trial  for  their  lives.  The  court  and 
y  were  favourable  to  the  hulband,  and  acquitted  him  01  a  capi- 
offence,  probably  becaufe  he  was  not  at  the  time  charged  a 
rried  man.  The  wife  likewife  met  with  a  favourable  jury,  and 
y  found  her  alfo  not  guilty  ;  but  the  court,  who  thought  other- 
e,  refufed  the  verdkft,  and  the  caufe  was  carried  before  the  go¬ 
al  court,  where  fhe  very  narrowly  efcaped,  the  whole  court  de¬ 
fining  that  there  was  proof  of  a  crime  which  approached  very 
ir  to  adultery,  but  in  favor  of  life  fhe  was  difeharged. 


with 
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with  one  conviction,  but  the  offender  was  refcued  fror 
the  gallows  by  order  of  the  King’s  com  miff  oners  in  1 665  * 

High  treafon  is  not  mentioned  f.  Before  they  ha 
agreed  upon  the  body  of  laws,  the  King’s  authority,  i 
England,  was  at  an  end.  Confpiracy  to  invade  their  ow 
commonwealth,  or  any  treacherous  perfidious  attempt  t 
alter  and  lubvert,  fundamentally,  the  frame  of  their  polit 
and  government  was  made  a  capital  offence. 

Rape,  it  was  left  to  the  court  to  punifh  with  death  c 
other  grievous  punifhment,  at  difcretionj.  No  judg 
would  defire  to  have  a  capital  punifhment  left  to  his  di 
cretion,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in  any  cafe,  it  ca 
be  of  public  utility. 

Several  offences  were  capital  upon  a  fecond  coi 
viftion>  as  the  returning  of  a  romifh  prieft  into  the  juri 

*  *n  die  fir  ft  draught  of  the  laws  by  Mr.  Cotton,  which  I  hai 
feen  corrected  witli  Mr.  Wintfirop’s  hand,  divers  other  offend 
were  made  capital,  viz. 

Prophaning  the  Lord’s  day  in  a  carelefs  or  fcornful  neglett  < 
contempt  thereof.  Numbers  xv.  30  to  36. 

Reviling  the  magiftrates  in  higheft  rank,  viz.  the  governor  ar 
council.  Exod.  xxii.  18.  1  Kings  xxii.  8,  9,  44. 

Defiling  a  woman  efpoufed.  Deut.  xxii.  23  to  26. 

Inceft  within  the  Levitical  degrees. 

O 

The  pollution  mentioned  in  Levit.  xx.  13  to  16. 

Lying  with  a  maid  in  her  father’s  houfe,  and  keeping  it  fecr 
until  fhe  was  married  to  another.  Exodfxxi.  16. 

The  punifhment  by  death,  is  erafed  from  all  thefe  offences  1 
Mr.  Winthrop,  and  they  are  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  court 
Infiidl  other  punifhment  fhort  of  death. 

f  From  the  fame  prejudice  in  favor  of  Ifraelitifh  cuftoms,  a  fom 
nefs  arofe,  or  at  leaf!  was  increafed,  for  fignificant  n  ones  for  chi 
dren.  The  three  firft  that  were  baptized  in  Bofton  church  wer 
Joy,  R  acorn  pence,  and  Pity.  The  humour  fpread.  The  town 
Dorchefter,  in  particular,  was  remarkable  for  fuch  names,  Fait 
Hope,  Charity,  Deliverance,  Dependance,  Preferv  d,  Content,  Pr 
dent,  Patience,  Thankful,  Hate -evil,  Holdfaft,  &c.  Many 
which  at  this  day  are  retained  in  families,  in  remembrance  of  tfc 
anceftors. 

f  /In  1678,  when  complaints  were  made  againft  the  colony, 
was  by  law  made  capital. 

X  Rape  was  not  capital  by  the  Jewifh  law,  and  for  that  reafon 
was  not  fo  for  many  years  by  the  colony  law. 

dictio: 
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Mon,  after  banifhment  upon  the  firfb  conviction.  The 
v  was  the  fame  with  refpedt  to  quakers  alio. 

The  denial  of  either  of  the  books  of  the  old  and  new 
lament,  which  were  all  enumerated,  to  be  the  written 
d  infallible  word  of  God,  was  either  banifhment  or 
ath,  for  the  fecond  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
urt,  and,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  an  inhabitant  who 
is  guilty  of  this  offence  upon  the  high  Teas,  was  made 
ble  to  the  penalty. 

Burglary  and  theft,  in  a  houfe  or  fields,  on  the  Lord’s 
y,  were  capital  upon  a  third  conviction.  Thefe  were 
the  offences  which  they  made  capital. 

Larceny  or  theft,  was  punifhable  by  fine  or  whipping, 
d  reftitution  of  treble  the  value,  and  theft-boot,  by  a 
■feiture  of  the  value  of  the  goods  to  the  government. 
The  penalty  of  drunkennefs,  was  ten  (hillings,  exceffive 
inking,  three  (hillings  andfour  pence,  tippling  above  half 
hour,  half  a  crown,  profane  curfing  and  (wearing,  ten 
filings,  and  if  more  than  one  oath  at  a  ti  me,  twenty  (hillings. 
I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  about  the  year  1660,  where- 
a  gentleman  writes  to  his  friend  in  London,  that  “  he 
d  lived  feveral  years  in  the  country,  and  never  faw  a 
rl'on  drunk,  nor  never  heard  a  profane  oath.” 

The  penalty  of  profanation  of  the  fabbath,  was  ten 
illings  *. 

Fornication,  might  be  punifhed  by  enjoining  mar¬ 
ge,  by  fine  or  corporal  punifhment ;  and  a  freeman,  for 
is  offence,  might  be  disfranchifed  upon  conviction  -J~. 
Idleness,  was  no  fmall  ofrence ;  common  fowlers, 
oacco-rakers,  and  all  other  perfons  who  could  give  no 
od  account  how  they  fpent  their  time,  the  conftables 
■re  required  to  prefent  to  the  next  magiftrate,  and  the 


*  When  exception  was  taken  in  England  to  the  laws,  that,  re- 
ive  to  the  Sabbath,  retraining  perfons  from  walking  in  the  itreets 
fields,  was  one;  but  although  their  charter  was  in  danger,  the/ j 
ufed  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  law.  ' 

f  Exodus  xxii.  1 6,  17.  caufed  fome  doubt  whether  fine  or  cor¬ 
ral  punifhment  was  to  be  inflicted  for  fornication,  ^have  feveral 
tnuferipts  on  both  fides  the  queflion. 

fdedmen 
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fele&men  of  every  town  were  required  to  overfee  the 
miiies,  and  to  distribute  the  children  into  claffes,  and 
take  care  that  they  were  employed  in  fpinning  and  otl 
labour,  according  to  their  age  and  condition. 

Contempt  of  authority,  was  punifhed  with  great 
verity,  by  fine,  imprifonment,  or  corporal  punifhment, 
Lesser  offences,  as  all  breaches  of  the  peace,  2 
alfo  every  offence  contra  bonos  mores ,  where  there  was 
determinate  penalty,  the  court,  before  which  the  offer 
was  tried,  punifhed  at  difcretion. 

They  had  a  law  againft  flavery,  except  prifoners  tal< 
in  war.  Negroes  were  brought  in  very  early  among  their 
Some  judicious  perfons  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  permiff 
of  flavery  has  been  a  publick  mifchief. 

Their  laws  concerning  marriage  and  divorce  w 
fomewhat  fingular.  I  fuppofe  there  had  been  no  inftai 
of  a  marriage,  lawfully  celebrated,  by  a  layman  in  Ei 
land,  when  they  left  it.  I  believe  there  was  no  inftance 
marriage  by  a  clergyman  after  they  arrived,  during  th 
charter,  but  it  was  always  done  by  a  magiftrate,  or  by  p 
fons  fpecially  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  were  cc 
fined  to  particular  towns  or  diftridts.  If  a  minifter  hr 
pened  to  be  prelent,  he  was  defired  to  pray.  It  is  diffic 
Co  affign  a  reafon  for  fo  fudden  a  change,  tfpecially  as  th 
was  no  eftablifhed  form  of  the  marriage  covenant,  anc 
muff  have  been  adminiftred,  many  times,  in  the  new  ph 
Cations,  by  perfons  not  the  moft  proper  for  that  purpe 
confidcring  of  what  importance  it  is  to  fociety,  that  a  fe 
of  this  ordinance,  in  fome  degree  lacred,  fliould  be  ma 
tained  and  preferved  f.  At  this  day,  marriages  are  foie 
nized  by  the  clergy,  and  altho*  the  law  admits  of  its  bei 
done  by  a  juftice  of  peace,  yet  not  one  in  many  hundr 
is  performed  by  them 

*  Joflelyn  mentions  three  or  four  blacks  in  Mr.  Maverick’s 
mily  at  Noddle’s-Ifland  in  1638, 

f  The  Scotch  writers  tell  us,  that  by  their  laws  it  is  not  neceff 
marriages  Ihould  be  celebrated  by/a  clergyman,  that  the  confent 
parties^  iignined  before  a  magiftrate,  or  only  before  two  witnef] 
and  without  coufummation,  will  make  a  marriage  valid. 

f  The  publication  of  the  banns  was  very  earlv  required,  and 

'  magiftr; 
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In  matters  of  divorce,  they  left  the  rules  of  the  canon 
aw  out  of  the  queftion ;  with  refpe£t  to  fome  of  them  pru¬ 
dently  enough.  I  never  heard  of  a  reparation,  under  the 
Srft  charter,  a  menfa  et  thoro .  Where  it  is  prabtifed,  the 
nnocent  party  often  fuffers  more  than  the  guilty.  In 
general,  what  would  have  been  caufe  for  fuch  a  reparation 
in  the  fpiritual  courts,  was  fufficient,  with  them,  for  a 
divorce  a  vinculo .  Female  adultery  was  never  doubtecj. 
:o  have  been  fufficient  caufe  ;  but  male  adultery,  after 
fome  debate  and  confutation  with  the  elders,  was  judged 
not  fufficient.  Defertion  a  year  or  two,  where  there  was 
evidence  of  a  determined  defign  not  to  return,  was  always 
good  caufe  ;  fo  was  cruel  ufage  of  the  hufband.  Confan- 
guinity,  they  fettled  in  the  fame  degrees  as  it  is  fettled  in 
England,  and  in  the  Levitical  laws.  It  is  faid,  a  man  may 
give  his  wife  moderate  correction  without  expofing  him- 
felf  to  any  penalty  in  the  law •,  our  legiflators  had  more 
tender  fentiments  of  this  happy  fate,  and  a  man  who 
ftruck  his  wife,  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  or  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment :  A  woman  who  ftruck  her  hufband, 
was  liable  to  the  fame  penalties 


nagiflrate,  or  other  perfon  fpecially  authorized  to  join  perfons  in 
narriao-e,  had  authority  to  do  it  betore  the  parties  had  been  pub- 
flfhed  according  to  law.  The  fame  law  was  renewed  under  the 
province  charter,  and  after  more  than  an  hundred  years  experience, 
tas  been  found  very  beneficial  ;  there  have  been  inftances,  out  they 
itq  rare,  of  young  people  going  to  New-Hamplhire,  where  li¬ 
cences  to  marry  are  granted  by  the  governor.  As  thefe  inftances 
have  been,  many  of  them,  not  for  the  moft  reputable  caufes,  their 
example  has  had  but  little  influence.  Perhaps,  in  a  few  years,  tne 
people  of  England  will  be  equally  well  fatisned  with  tne  provifion 
made  by  the  late  marriage  aft,  and  no  body  will  be  at  tne  pains i  of  a 
journey7 to  Scotland,  to  avoid  conformity  to  it.  Upon  Mr.  Dualey  s 
being  appointed  prefident  of  the  colony,  &c.  m  1686,  hepubbfli 
an  oSJr  of  council,  authorizing  and  impowenng  and 

jufticesofthe  peace,  the  order  fays,  ‘‘to  consummate  ®a"iages> 
after  three  feveral  times  publication  or  licence  from  tne  pie.dmt 


deputy.  , 

*  This  feems  to  leave  the  wife  to  the  mercy 
ordinarily  muft  have  paid  the  fine  himu.  1, 
whipped. 

F  f 


of  the  hufband,  who 
or  fufFer  her  to  be 

In 
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In  teftamentary  matters,  the  county  courts  had  jurif 
diftion  by  law  *.  In  the  beginning,  they  fo  far  follower 
the  civil  law,  as  to  confider  real  eftates  as  mere  bona,  am 
they  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  any  rules  of  diftribu 
tion  then  in  ufe  in  England,  and  which,  afterwards,  wer 
more  fully  eftablifhed  by  the  ftatute  of  diftributions.  The' 
confidered  the  family  and  eftate  in  all  their  circumftances 
and  fometimes  afiigned  a  greater  portion  to  one  brand 
than  another  •,  fometimes  they  fettled  all  upon  the  widow 
in  other  cafes,  afiigned  the  whole  eftate  to  the  adminiftra 
tors,  or  to  any  relation  who  would  undertake  to  fuppor 
or  provide  for  the  family,  and  pay  certain  fums  to  th 
children  when  they  came  to  age  or  marriage.  All  thi 
feems  to  be  neceflary  in  a  new  plantation,  where  mol 
people  foon  fpent  what  little  perfonal  eftate  they  had,  ii 
improvement  upon  their  lands.  When  they  eftablifhed  ; 
genera!  rule,  they  conformed  very  near  to  the  rules  re 
Jpedting  perfonal  eftate  in  England,  only  they  gave  thi 
eldeft  Ion  a  double  portion  f ,  and  in  the  real  eftate,  thi 
widow  generally  was  confidered  for  her  dower  only,  bu 
ftill,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  eftate  and  fami 
Jy,  the  court  would  confider  the  widow,  and  allow  her  ; 
greater  or  Idfer  part,  and  enjoin  her  to  take  care  of  thi 
children  unable  to  provide  for  themfelves,  in  proportioi 
to  what  fhe  received.  They  had  no  law  for  the  diftribu 
tion  of  the  ellatesof  perfons  dying  infolverit;  however,  a: 
executors  and  adminiftrators  were  not  held  to  prefer  ir 
payment  one  debt  to  another,  whether  by  judgment,  bond 
or  fimple  contract ;  the  ufual  way  was,  for  a  creditor  of  ar 
inlolvenc  perfon  to  apply  to  the  general  court,  to  appoin 
commilfioners  to  examine  the  claims,  and  alfo  to  difcovei 
the  eftate  by  examining  upon  oath,  &c.  and  each  creditoj 

*  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  feventh,  it  was  faid  by  Fineux,  thai 
the  jurifdkHion  of  the  fpiritual  court  in  matters  te  it  ament  ary  wai 
but  lately  introduced  by  cu flora. 

|  From  Deuteronomy  ;<xi.  17.  This  law  of  Mcfes  extended  a* 
well  to  real  as  perfonal  eflate,  and  perhaps  had  as  great  weight  a: 
either  the  civil  law,  or  the  peculiar  circuraiiances  of  a  new  coun¬ 
try. 

J  — 
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wds  paid  in  proportion*.  The  common  law  was  altered 
with  refpedt  to  fee-fimple  eftates>  and  they  defeended  to 
every  child.  It  feems  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  eftates 
in  tee-tail  would  delcend  in  like  manner,  except  fo  fat  as 
the  entail  limited  or  cut  the  fee,  as  in  gavelkind  all  the 
fons  take  as  heir  of  the  body.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
conftruction  of  a  general  tail  was  fuch,  that  the  heir  at 
common  law  took  as  heir  or  the  body,  to  the  exc'lufion  of 
the  other  children.  Traitors  and  felons  might  difpofe  of 
their  eftates,  real  and  perfonal,  by  will,  alter  fentence,  and 
if  they  died  inteftate,  diftribution  was  made  as  in  other 
cafes,  there  being  no  forfeitures.  They  held  their  lands, 
as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  focage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knight  fervice.  They  ftrangely  fuppofed  that  focage- 
tenure  included  all  the  properties  and  cuftoms  of  gavel5* 
kind,  one  of  which  is,  “  the  father  to  the  bough,  the  fon 
to  the  ploughf  God  having  forbad  thealienation  of  lands 
from  one  tribe  to  another  in  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
fo  among  the  firft  laws  of  the  colony  it  was  provided,  “  that 
no  free  inhabitant  of  any  town  fhould  fell  the  lands  allotted 
.to  him  in  the  town,  but  to  fome  one  or  other  of  the  free 
inhabitants  of  that  town,  unlefs  the  town  gave  confent,  or 
-refufed  to  give  what  others  offered  without  fraud.2’  This 
law  could  not  continue  long  in  force.  All  the  valuable 
ends  were  anfwered  by  making  lands  liable  to  pay  taxes 
upon  them  to  the  town  where  they  lay,  though  the  lands 
be  not  the  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  made  provifion,  by  temporary  laws,  for  the 
charges  of  government.  This  was  done  for  divers  years 
in  the  moft  equitable  way,  by  affeffing  every  inhabitant  in 
proportion  to  the  profits  of  his  whole  eftate  real  and  per- 

*  About  the  year  1680,  a  law  was  made  to  e’nable  the  county  courts 
to  appoint  eommiftioners  to  examine  claims  to  the  eftates  of  perfons 
dying  infolvent,  and  to  diftribute  in  proportion  to  the  creditors. 

f  “  As  to  what  is  objected  again!!  perfons  condemned  making 
<c  wills,  &c.  we  conceive  it  to  be  according  to  our  pat  nt  and  its 
<c  original,  viz.  that  of  Eaft-Greenwich.  according  unto  which, 
<(  as  we  conceive,  notwithftanding  the  father’s  crime,  yet  the  chil- 
4(  dren  are  to  poiTefs  the  eftate.”  Majfa.  Records. 

F  f  2  fonal* 
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fonal,  and  his  income  by  any  ways  and  means  whatfoever 
1  Ins  is  practicable  only  in  cafes  where  the  taxes  are  no 
veiy  i^avy.  By  imports,  excifes,  and  other  duties,  taxe 
are  infenfibly  paid,  which  it  proportionably  laid  upoi 
every  individual,  and  paid  in  one  fum  out  of  an  annua 
income,  would  be  thought  intolerable.  The  clergy,  at  al 
times,  have  been  exempt  from  all  taxes  for  their' perfon 
or  eftates  under  their  own  improvement,  not  merely  be 
caufe  this  was  agreeable  to  the  Levitical  law  *,  but  becaufi 
they  depended  upon  the  people  from  year  to  year  for  thei 
fuppoit,  and  whatever  was  added  to  their  annual  expenc< 
by  a  tax,  lo  much  muft  have  been  added  by  the  people  t( 
enable  their  minifters  to  pay  ir.  After  the  year  1645,  im- 
polls  and  exerciles  were  introduced.  Where  the  officers  ar( 
annually  eleCled  by  the  people,  one  great  objection  againll 
luch  duties,  viz.  the  influence  luch  officers  may  have  upor 
the  peoples  liberty,  in  other  elections,  can  have  no  place. 

Their  military  laws,  at  firft,  were  more  fevere,  every 
perfon  being  required  to  appear  in  arms,  in  order  for  mi¬ 
litary  exercife,  once  every  month.  Some  few  perfons  in 
public  office  were,  only,  excepted.  This  was  afterwards 
ieffened  to  eight  times  in  a  year,  and  at  length  to  four. 
Every  inhabitant  was  to  be  furnifhed  with  arms  and  am¬ 
munition.  A  few  months  aCtual  fervice  againll  the  Indian 
enemy  in  Philip  s  war,  made  better  loldiers,  than  all  their 
exercife  at  home  had  done  in  forty  years. 

Upon  the  divifion  of  the  colony  into  regiments,  colo¬ 
nels  and  lieut.  colonels  were  appointed  to  each  regiment. 
Phis  laded  but  a  fhort  time  ^  ever  after  they  had  one  field 
officer  only  to  every  regiment,  a  ferjeant  major ;  and  a 
major  general  lor  the  whole.  He  was  chofen  by  the  free¬ 
men.  I  he  officers  of  the  feveral  companies,  ordinarily, 
were  chofen  by  the  companies  refpeCtively,  and  prefented 
to  the  general  couit  for  their  approbation. 

It  may  not.  be  amifs  to  add  a  brief  account  of  their 
legiflative  and  judiciary  forms,  and  fome  fpecial  cuftoms. 

*  Upon  occaiion  of  .fome  difputes  with  the  clergy  at  Rome,  a 
memorial  was  prefented,  in  which  was  this  maxim,  “  That  the 
clergy  ought  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  Rate,  let  the  old 
teftamcnt  fay  what  it  will.”  Spirit  of  Laws. 
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The  magiftrates  or  affiftants,  and  the  deputies  or  re~ 
prelentatives  of  the  people,  at  firft,  fat  together  in  one 
room,  and,  for  feveral  years  voted  together,  without  any 
diftinftion,  the  major  part  of  the  whole  number  determin¬ 
ing  the  vote,  for  in  1635,  when  the  general  court  was 
ordered,  for  time  to  come,  to  be  held  twice  a  year  only, 
it  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  that  inafmuch  as  in  thofe 
courts  held  by  the  magiftrates  and  deputies,  there  might 
arife  fome  difference  of  judgment  in  doubtful  cafes,  there- 
fore  no  law,  order,  or  fentence  fhould  pals  as  an  aft  of  the 
court,  without  the  conlent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  ma¬ 
giftrates  on  the  one  part,  and  the  greater  number  of  the 
deputies  on  the  other  part,  and  for  want  of  fuch  accord, 
the  caufe  or  order  was  to  be  fufpended,  and  if  either  party 
thought  it  fufficiently  material,  a  committee  was  to  be 
chofen,  one  half  by  the  magiftrates,  and  one  half  by  the 
deputies,which  committee  might  chufe  an  umpire,  and  by 
them  the  caufe  was  to  be  determined.  This  was  a  pru¬ 
dent  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  magiftrates  ;  for  their 
number  being  limited,  and  the  number  of  deputies  increaf- 
ing  in  proportion  as  new  towns  were  planted,  without  fuch 
provifion,  the  magiftrates  would,  in  a  few  years,  have  loft 
all  their  weight  in  the  legiflative  part  ol  the  government. 
There  is  no  record  of  the  general  court’s  fitting  and  aft- 
ing,  in  diftinft  and  feparate  houfes,  until  the  year  1644.  In 
the  charter,  as  has  been  obferved,  there  was  no  mention 
of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  •,  a  general  court  was  to  con- 
fift  of  the  magiftrates  and  freemen,  and  this  occafioned 
the  difpute  whether  there  was  a  negative  voice  in  each 
part  of  the  legiflative  body,  but  at  length  it  was  agreed, 
that,  in  matters  of  legiilation,  they  fhould  aft  diftinft  and 
feparate,  and  that  no  legiflative  aft  fhould  be  valid  that 
was  not  approved  by  the  major  part  of  each  houfe. 

The  judicial  power,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  matters, 
was  at  firft  exercifed  by  the  court  of  affiftants,  except  in^ 
cafes  cognizable  by  a  juftice  of  peace.  In  divers  cafes  of 
violent  death,  juries  ot  inqueft  were  impanelled  by  the 
governor,  and  a  jury  was  alfo  impanelled  for  trial  or  any 

perfons  charged  by  the  jury  of  inqueft.  I  find  but  one 
r  0  p  f  3  inftance 


inflanceof  trial  by  jury  in  any  cafe,  except  murder,  anc 
tudt  was  in  an  a£hon  of  aflault  and  battery,  until  Novem 

ei  wnen  it  was  ordered  that  procefs  fhould  bt 

,  diiected  by  rhe  fecretary  to  tire  beadle,  to  warn  24  jurors 
14  days  before  the  court,  who  were  to  be  named  by  the 
Je;retary.  In  1634,  an  order  or  law  was  made,  that  nc 
trial  fhould  pais  upon  any  for  life  or  death,  without  a  jur> 
regularly  chofen  by  the  freemen.  Grand  juries  were  firfl 
eftablifhed  by  law  in  September  1635.  At  the  firfl:  court 
after  wards,  an  hundred  offences  were  prefenfed. 

The.  colony  increafmg,  and  the  lettlements  extending 
remote  from  the  capital,  it  was  foon  found  neceffary  to 
make  a  divifion  into  fhires  or  counties,  and  courts  were 
held  in  each  county,  in  fome  four  in  a  year,  in  others  two, 
in  Yoikfhire  or  the  province  of  Main,  but  one.  Thefe 
courts  were  held  by  the  magiftrates  who  lived  in  each 
county,  or  any  other  magiftrates  who  would  attend,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fuch  other  perfons  as  the  freemen  of  the  county, 
from  time  to  time,  fhould  nominate,  and  the  general  court 
appsove  of,  fo  as  to  make  five  in  all,  any  three  to  hold  a 
court.  They  had  power  to  determine  all  civil  caufes  *,  and 
all  criminal,  the  penalty  not  extending  to  ftfe?  member,  or 
baniflifoent.  Grand  and  petit  juries  were  fummoned  to  at¬ 
tend  them.  Appeals,  from  them,  lay  to  the  court  of  afiiftants 
and  from  thence  to  the  general  court.  The  higher  offences 
^avv  were  cognizable  by  the  afiiftants  only,  except 
upon  application,  by  appeal  or  petition,  to  the  general  court. 
In  ail  actions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  any  ftranger  was 
a  pa>  ty  or  interefced,  who  could  not  ftay,  without  damage, 
to  attend  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice,  the  governor  or 
deputy  governor,  with  any  two  magiftrates,  had  power  to 
call  a  fpecial  coprt,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe,  either 
Civil  or  criminal,  if  triable  in  a  county  court;  the  record  of 
the  proceedings  to  be  tranimitted  to  the  records  of  the 
Courts  pf  afiiftants.  In  divers  towns,  a  petty  court  was 
eflablifned  for  (mail  debts  and  trefpaffes  under  twenty 
Shillings;  And  in  every  town  the  ielecftmen,  who  were 
annually  chofen  by.  the  town,  had  power  to  hear  and 

*  At  firfl  in  civil  caufes  they  were  limited  tc  ten  pounds. 
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tetermine  all  offences  againft  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the 
Penalty  of  which  could  not  extend  beyond  twenty  (hillings, 
m  the  by-laws  could  not  extend  to  matters  criminal  in 
heir  nature,  but  were  limited  to  the  regulation  of  their 
wilding's*  fences,  ftreets,  &c.  to  the  preventing  nufances, 
tnd  to  other  matters  tending  to  the  convenience  and  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  ftar-chamber,  high-commiffion,  as  well  as  all  the 
>cclefiafficai  courts,  were  in  their  zenith  when  our  an- 
:eftors  left  England  *,  but  they  brought  away  no  affeflion 
hr  them.  A  difeontented  attorney*,  who  publifhed  in 
1642,  a  little  pamphlet  relative  to  New-England,  fays, 
that  V  in  their  general  courts  and  quarter-feffions,  they 
exercifed  all  the  powers  of  parliament,  king’s-bench,  com- 
snon-pleas, chancery,  high-commiffion,flar-chamber, and  all 
other  the  courts  ot  England,  and  in  divers  inftances  put  to 
death,  banifhed,  fined,  cut  off  ears,  whipt  and  imprifoned 
for  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  offences. **  It  will  appear  from 
their  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  and  the  profeffed  indepen¬ 
dency  of  the  churches,  that  there  was  no  room  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  great  part  of  the  powers  of  the  fpiritual  courts.  . 

All  caufes  which,  in  England,  would  have  fallen  within 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  were  like- 
wife  heard  and  determined  in  the  courts  of  common  law. 
There  were  divers  inftances  of  trials,  condemnations,  and 


*  This  was  one  Thomas  Lechford,  who  left  England  about  the 

year  1637,  being  difTatished,  as  he  fays,  with  the  eccleiiaftical  go- 
_  _  j  1 v. l Col  f  V» i c;  rmnnfition  to 


vernment,  and  having  made  himfelf  obnoxious  by  his  oppolition  to 
epiicopacy.  When  he  came  to  New-England,  he  fays,  he  found 
every  church-member  a  bifhop,  and  not  inclining  to  become  one 
himfelf,  he  could  not  be  admitted  a  freeman  among  them,  but  was 
very  adlive  in  cenfuring  their  proceedings  in  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
matters.  The  court  took  the  advantage  of  an  offence  of  another  na¬ 
ture,  his  going  to  the  jury,  and  pleading  with  them  out  of  court,  and 
debarred  him  from  pleading  any  man’s  caufe  befides  his  own,  and  at 
the  fame  time  admomfned  him  not  to  prefume  to  meddle  beyond 
what  he  (hould  be  called  to  by  the  court.  Being  deprived  ot  the 
means  of  fupporting  himfelf,  he  returned  to  England  in  1641,  a 
zealous  epifcopalian.  Epifcopacy  being  declining  there,  he  had 
room  to  indulge  the  ruling  paftion,  by  attacking  ;  Old-England  and 
New  in  the  fame  piece,  to  which  he  gave  the  tide  ot  Plain  leasing. 

p  f  4  executions 
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mtirTders’ and  other  feIonies  «>" 
thino-  t)  P  •  ,he  h,gh  feas-  1  lrnagJne,  the  neceffity  of  t! 

fo  thi^v  ^  'r"  m’ght  bed°ne’  muft  have  been  the  pi, 

fenders  to  F“r?1,I?r7  f°Ceeding-  T«  have  fent  fucho 

the  leoa  L  f  k  ’,Where  they  might  have  had  a  trial,  t 

would8!  y  ?'  Wh'Ch  1oexcePtion  c°tild  have  been  mad, 

tend  na?r  Tu  mUCu  m°re  regu!ar’  and  the  expence  ai 
tend.ng  it  muft  have  been  matter  of  little  weiehr,  whe 

ritv  PforCtWUh  'h  p"ttingmen  t0  d^th,  where  the  authc 
favor  of  it.  UC  d0UbUUj’  if  even  that  may  be  faid  > 

oc  JHuIR  jttd'etal  proceedings  were  in  as  fummary  a  wav 
ou  well  confift  with  the  prefervation  of  any  tolerabl 

rtf,rS°  fmeth°d  7  °,rd'rV  m 

,  g  d  forms  m  books  of  entries.  Writs  and  proceffe. 
weie  not  in  the  King’s  name,  and  were  very  concife 
find  a  writ  in  1650  in  this  form  :  .  1 

1  o  the  Mar  Aral  or  his  Deputy 
w.;,OU  are  recluired  to  attach  the  goods  or  lands  of 
L!?,m  t0  the.  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  fo 

Bofic n  n 9  I"  Tu  tQ  16  rdp0nf]b!e  aC  the  court  at 
f  f  m! 5  v  9  'hc  5th  month,  to  anfwer  the  complaint 

i  If'  lame!  Aftwood  >n  an  adion  of  debt,  to  the  value 
Cy  pounds,  upon  a  bill  of  exchange,  and  fo  make  a 

wl  hereof  under  your  hand.  Dated  29th  2d  mo. 

per  curiam, 

T*  j.  3  . ,  ,  Wm.  Afpinwajl.” 

T,  ,Icl  not  *roub,e  themfdves  with  pleas  in  abatement. 

wrnmTa5e  “p  al.te™,on  uPon  the  feveral  changes  of  go- 
vernment  ,n  England.  There  is  no  room  to  fuPPofe,  that 

■  lffi,on  0  hls.  maJefty’s  name  proceeded  from  difaffec- 
t.on  or  that  they  imagined  themfelves  altogether  indepen- 

d  r  •  Soba[  as  the>r  dependence  was  expreffed  In  their  char- 
,  it  could  not  bedifputed.  The  reafonable  and  necefiary 
connexion,  between  a  colony  and  the  ffate  from  which  it 
pr mgs'?  Perhaps,  was  not  fully  underftood.  They  were  not 
*ong  afraid  or  any  checks  or  reftraints  from  the  powers  at 
nome.  After  a  few  years  the  authority  of  the  king  in  Eng- 

and  was  sr  an  end-  The  houie  of  commons,  in  1642, 

pafied 
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paffed  a  refolve,  which  fhews  the  colony  to  have  been  a  fa¬ 
vorite.  Both  Oliver  and  Richard  Cromwell,  during  their 
protedorates,  wrote  to  the  government  in  a  ftile  more  pro¬ 
per  for  one  ally  to  another,  than  for  the  head  of  a  fove- 
reign  ftate  to  one  of  its  branches  or  dependances. 

For  more  than  the  ten  firft  years,  the  parties  fpake 
for  themfelves,  for  the  moftpart;  fometimes,  when  it  was 
thought  the  caufe  required  it,  they  were  affifted  by  a  patron, 
or  man  of  fuperior  abilities,  but  without  fee  or  reward. 

Where  there  was  io  much  of  equality  in  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  inhabitants,  and  once  a  year  every  office  ex¬ 
pired,  it  is  not  flrange,  that  every  order  of  men  ffiould  be 
fond  of  acquiring  and  retaining  their  full  ffiare  of  power 
and  authority  ;  and  although  it  had  been  a  known  rule  in 
the  conftitution  they  came  from,  that  matters  of  evidence 
were  determinable  by  the  jury,  and  points  of  law,  ordina¬ 
rily  by  the  court,  and  the  general  court  was  fo  fenfible  of 
the  expediency  of  this  rule,  that  in  1642,  they  paffed  a 
temporary  law  or  order,  “  that  in  all  trials  between  party 
“  and  party,  the  jury  lhall  find  matter  of  fad,  with  da- 
*«  mages  and  cofts,  according  to  their  evidence,  and  the 
“  judges  are  to  deck: re  the  ientence  upon  it,  or  they  may 
“  direct  the  jury  to  find  according  to  the  law,”  yet  the 
jury  feldom  found  a  fpecial  verdid,  which,  a  contempo¬ 
rary  writer  fays,  was  the  caufe  of  many  inconveniencies  *. 
I  do  not  find  that  this  law  was  ever  revived.  It  was 
a  very  common  thing,  for  the  court  to  refufe  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  verdid  of  the  jury,  and,  in  this  cafe,  the  caufe 
was  carried  before  the  general  court.  The  jury  forne- 
times  gave  their  verdict,  that  there  were  ftrong  grounds 
of  fufpicion,  but  not  fufficient  evidence  to  convid.  The 
court  would  give  fentence  upon  this  verdid,  and  puniffi 
for  many  offences  which,  by  the  evidence  upon  trial,  the 
party  appeared  to  them  to  have  been  guilty  of,  although 
he  was  not  convided  ot  the  particular  crime  he  was  charged 
with.  Secundum  allegata  et  probata  was  a  rule  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  which  they  did  not  confine  themfelves  ■j\ 

0  In 

*  Lechford,  p.  28. 

i  Mr.  Hinkley,  governor  of  Plimout'i,  writing  to  Mr.  Stoughton  for 
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In  criminal  profecutions,  regularly,  a  bill  was  to  b< 
Found  by  a  grand  jury,  in  which  they  were  not  ver 
formal.  Sometimes  the  bill  would  be  indorfed,  that  th' 
jury  had  ftrong  grounds  of  fufpicion,  but  not  fufficien 
evidence  to  put  upon  trial.  I  have  met  with  inftances  o 
one  of  the  court  ftanding  up,  after  a  verdict  of  the  pete 
jury  of  not  guilty,  in  a  capital  trial,  and  charging  the"  pri 
foner,  in  open  court,  with  burglary  and  theft,  which  wer 
not  capital,  and  a  new  trial  ordered  upon  fuch  charge 
The  court  would  fometimes  alk  the  party  charged,  whe 
ther  they  would  be  tried  by  bench  or  jury  ? 

An  attorney-general  was  not  an  eftabhffied  officer.  Oi 
fome  occafions,  a  perfon  has  been  fpecially  authorized  t< 
bring  informations  for  the  king  or  government  *.  The  trea 
furer,  as  receiver-general  for  the  colony,  took  care  for  th 
recovery  of  public  dues.  In  criminal  matters,  a  fpirit  o 
virtue  produced  informers,  without  reproach  to  their  cha 
rafters. 

Oaths  were  adminiftred,  with  no  other  ceremony  thai 
holding  up  the  hand.  This  was  fufficient  to  diftinguifl 
a  witnefs  from  the  reft  of  the  court.  Kiffing,  or  laying  th 
hand  upon  the  book,  was  fcrupled,  as  an  idolatrous  cere 
mony,  and  it  has  never  fince  been  praftifed  in  the  govern 
ment,  nor  the  other  governments  in  New-England,  excep 
when  fpecial  commiffions  from  England,  to  take  depofition 
to  be  ufed  in  fome  of  the  courts  of  Jaw  there,  have  mad 
it  necefiary.  There  is  no  law  to  enjoin  this,  or  reftraii 
any  other  mode.  Oaths  are  faid  to  be,  generally,  admini 
ftred  according  to  the  religion  he  that  iwears  holds  to  b 
true.  The  Chriftian  is  fworn  upon  the  gofpels,  the  Jev 

advice,  in  1681,  he  anfwers  him:  11  The  teftimony  you  mentio 
againit  the  pritoner,  I  think,  is  clear  and  fufficient  to  convict  him 
but  in  cafe  your  jury  fhould  not  be  of  that  mind,  then,  if  you  ho!< 
yourfelves  flridly  obliged  by  the  laws  of  England,  no  other  verditf 
but  not  guilty,  can  be  brought  in  ;  but,  according  to  our  pra&ice  ii 
this  juriidi&ion,  we  ihould  punifh  him  with  fome  grievous  puniffi 
ment,  according  to  the  demerit  of  his  crime,  though  not  found  ca 
pital.” 

*  Sup.  court’s  records,  » 

upoi 
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pon  the  old  ferfament*,  and  the  Mahometan  upon  the 
lcoran.  To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eyes  is  all 
hat  is  effential,  and  this  is  more  likely  to  be  produced  by 
due  gravity  and  folemnity,  at  the  adminiftration  on  his 
•art  who  adminifters  the  oath,  as  well  as  he  who  takes  it, 
han  by  any  particular  ceremony.  Gentlemen  who  come 
mong  us,  from  other  parts  of  the  Britilh  dominions,  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  form,  and  it  is  kept  up  now  more  from  the 
ecency  ol  it,  than  from  any  religious  fcruples. 

For  the  firft  twenty  years,  they  ufed  too  little  formality 
n  their  deeds  and  conveyances  of  the  titles  to  lands  ;  but 
a  the  year  1651,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  order,  that 
0  eftate  of  inheritance  (hould  pafs,  unlefs  it  was  expreffed 
1  the  deed  or  conveyance  “  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
;rantee  and  his  heirs  for  ever,”  or  words  to  that  effeft; 
nd  fo  no  efface  tail,  except  expreffed  “  to  the  heirs  male 
f  the  body  lawfully  begotten  forever,  or  to  the  grantee 
^r  life,  or  term  of  years,55  &c. 

As  early  as  the  year  1640,  they  made  provifion  fora 
'iiblic  regiftry,  and  no  mortgage,  bargain,  fale,  or  grant 
f  any  realty  was  good,  where  the  granter  remained  in  pof- 
?ffion,  agamft  any  perfons,  except  the  granter  and  his  heirs, 
inlefs  the  fame  was  acknowledged  before  a  magiftrate,  and 
ecorded  ♦,  and  all  grants  that  had  been  before  made  were  to 
>e  acknowledged  and  recorded,  within  one  month  after  the 
nd  of  G (Sober  that  year,  if  the  party  was  within  the  jurif- 
li&ion,  if  not,  wit’njn  three  months  after  their  return,  other- 
ri'fe  to  be  yojd,  except  as  aforefaid. 

Every  ferriage,  birth,  and  death  was  like  wife  regif- 
red,  firft  in  the  town,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  carried 
>y  the  town  clerk,  or  clerk  of  the  writs,  as  he  was  then 
ailed,  to’  the  county  regifter ;  and  every  negleS  was 
)uni.fhed  with  twenty  (hillings  fine. 


*  It  is  faid  by  fome  writers,  that  fwearing  by  the  book  took  its 
ife  from  the  Jews,  who  laid  their  hands  upon  the  old  teftament;  but 
iur  firft  planters,  who  were  not  ignorant  of  this  cuftom  among  the 
ews,  attributed  it  to  their  pronenefs  to  idolatry.  ^  ;t 

«  Cum,  ut  mos  Graecorum  eft,  jurandi  causa,  ad  aras  accederet. 


4c,  fro  L .  C.  Baity. 
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Of  the  original  State  of  the  Country,  with  reined 

to  the  Inhabitants  and  Soil.  r 

TH  E  Maffachufets  firft  planters  diftinguilhed  the  ns 
tives  by  four  divifions,  eaftern,  weftern,  northern 
and  fouthern.  The  eaftern  people,  had  the  general  nam 
of  Tarfateens  or  Tarrenteens  •,  they  had  their  refidenc 
at  Kennebeck,  and  the  other  rivers  in  the  province  c 
Main,  and  country  eaft  of  it,  and  were  part  of  the  In 
dians  called  by  the  French  Abenakis.  The  feveral  fubd 
vifions  of  thefe  Tarrenteens  or  Abenakis,  according  t 
the  rivers  where  they  dwelt  or  generally  refided,  as  Si 
John’s,  Penobfcot,  Norridgewock,  Amerifcoggin’  Saco 
&c.  were  not  known  to  the  Englifh  until  many  years  after* 
There  was  great  enmity  between  the  Tarrenteens  ant 
Aberginians,  or  Indians  of  Maffachufets  Bay,  who  aithou<d 
they  had  been  formerly  a  great  people,  yet  were  fo  re 
duced,  that,  upon  alarms,"  they  wouly  fly  to  the  En<difl 
hobfes  as  to  afylums,  where  the  Tarrenteens  durft°no 
purfue  them.  The  French  traders’ were  better  knowi 
than  the  Englilh  to  thefe  Tarrenteens,  and  early  planter 
prejudices  again!!  the  Englifh,  which  could  never  be  eradi 
cated.  Thefe  were  the  Indians  who  firft  ufed  fire  arms 
which,  with  ammunition,  they  obtained  from  the  French 
The  fecond  year  after  the  Maffachufets  planters  arrived 
the  Tarrenteens  deftroyed  fome  of  the  Englilh  who  wen 
to  trade  with  them,  and  pretended  that  they  were  drowned 
but  the  truth  being  difcovered,  fome  of  the  Indians  con 
cerned  in  the  murder  were  taken  and  hanged.  Althougi 
they  refrained  from  open  hoftilities  for  above  forty  years 

*  The  Indians  of  the  river  St.  Franjois,  viz.  the  Arefaeuntacock 
and  Weweenocks,  were  a  colony  of  the  Abenakis,  removed  from  th. 
eatfern  parts  of  New-England  for  the  fake  of  French  neighbourhood 
They  fixed  at  firft  upon  the  falls  of  Chaudiere,  but  foon  after  removei 
to  St.  Francois.  Charlevoix. 
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/et  they  kept  no  great  correfpondence  with,  nor  fhewed 
tny  affeftion  for,  the  Englifh  colonies,  but  at  all  times 
vere  attached  to  the  French,  who  fpeak  of  them  as  the 
noft  mild  and  docile  of  any  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The 
veftern  Indians  went  by  the  general  name  of  Mohawks 
md  under  this  name  were  included  all  the  Indians  weft- 
vard  of  Quinnipiack  (New-Haven)  although  the  Indians 
)f  Hudfon’s  river  *f,  the  Moheganders  or  Mackhanders, 
vere  people  of  a  different  nation  and  language.  The 
lame  of  Mohawks  ftruck  terror  into  the  Indians  who  lived 
eaft  of  them. 

The  fouthern  Indians  were  divided  into  many  diftind: 
lations  or  tribes.  Thole  upon  Long-Ifland  and  the  main 
and  oppofite  upon  the  fea  coaft,  were  accounted  among 
:he  molt  favage.  The  Mafiachuiets  Indians  had  but 
ittle  knowledge  of  them.  There  was  another  fubdivb- 
ion,  by  the  name  of  the  River  Indians,  who  had  feated 
hemfelves  in  feveral  commodious  places  upon  the  banks 
if  Connecticut  river.  The  next  to  them  were  called 
Mohegins,  between  Connecticut  river  and  the  Pequod 
•iver,  and  upon  fome  of  the  higher  branches  of  the  ] aft- 
mentioned  river.  Then  came  the  Pequods,  feated  be- 
:ween  and  about  Nevv-London  and  Stonington,  near  to 
he  fea  coaft.  Thefe  were  fuppofed  to  be  among  the  molt 
varlike,  active,  and  daring,  and  made  the  Naraganfets, 
:hough  more  numerous,  ftand  in  awe  of  them,  and  would 
lave  made  the  Englifh  do  fo  likewife,  if  they  had  been 
iwners  of  Englifh  arms,  and  underftood  how  to  ufe  them, 
rhey  were  reprefented  to  have  been  under  greater  pre- 
udices  againft  the  Englifh,  from  the  beginning,  than  any 
nher  tribe.  Next  to  the  Pequods  were  the  Naraganfets, 
vho  lived  along  the  fea  coaft  from  Stonington  round  point 
fudith,  and  on  w'hat  is  called  the  Naraganfet  bay.  They 
:onfifted  of  feveral  leffer  principalities,  but  all  united 

*  Mohawks  they  were  called  by  the  Indians  of  New-England,  which 
ignifies  Canibals,  from  the  Indian  word  ?noho>  to  eat.  R.  Williams. 

f  The  Indians  called  by  the  French  Lonps  (Wolvss)  moved  from 
riudfon’s  river.  Charlevoix*  , 
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under  one  general  ruler,  called  the  chief  fachetn  +,  to  whotr 
all  the  others  owed  fomekind  of  fealty  or  fubjeftion.  The 
lantic  s  weie  included,  and  confidered  as  a  branch  of  the 
mraganfets.  The  Naraganfets  muft  have  been  very  nu¬ 
merous.  None  of  the  Indians  were  fuppofed  to  increafe 
but  to  be  continually  decreafing,  not  in  the  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies  omy,  but  among  the  French  in  Canada  alio,  and  yei 
in  1075,  at  the  beginning  of  Philip’s  war,  it  was  generalh 
agreed  that  the  Naraganfet  tribe  ccnfifted  of  2000  fight¬ 
ing  men-.  They  were  the  moft  curious  coiners  oAhc 
wampompeagjjand  lupplied  theother  nations  with  money, 
pendants,  and  bracelets-,  aifo  with  tobacco-pipes  of  ftone; 
oine  blue  and  fome  white  ;  they  furnifhed  the  earthen 
vefiels  and  pots  for  cookery  and  other  domeftic  ufes. 
iney  were  confidered  as  a  commercial  people,  and  not 
on  y  began  a  trade  with  the  Englifh  for  goods  for  their 
own  confumption,  but  foon  learned  to  fupply  other  diftant 
nations  at  an  advanced  price,  and  to  receive  bever  and 
other  furs  in  exchange,  upon  which  they  made  a  profit 

n  o.  r  re  Pequods  jeered  them  for  their  indilpofition  to 
■war,  and  called  them  a  nation  of  women. 


Canonicus  and  Miantinomv  were 
authority,  until  the  latter  was  killed. 


The  ancient  Indians  amona-  the  Tv 


inomy  were  confidered  as  having  equal 
was  killed.  R.  if  illiatns. 


among  the  Naraganfets  reported,  when  the 
at  they  had  in  former  times  a  fachem  called 
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The  Wamponoags  were  next  to  the  Naraganfets.  Their 
achem  was  Maffafoiet  or  Woofamequin,  whofe  chief  feat 
vas  fometimes  at  Pokanocket  *  or  Sowam,  and  at  other 
:imes  at  Namafket,  now  Middleborough.  The  Nipnets, 
who  were  feated  upon  forne  leffer  rivers  and  lakes  or  large 
Donds,  more  within  the  continent,  where  Oxford  now  is, 
md  towns  near  it,  were  fuppofed  to  be  tributaries  to 
Maffafoier,  The  Indians  upon  Cape  Cod,  although  not 
:onfidered  as  part  of  the  Wamponoags,  yet  were  fuppofed 
to  be  alfo  under  fome  kind  of  fubje&ion  to  Maffafoiet. 

However,  it  is  certain,  that  when  Philip,  the  fon  of 
Maffafoiet,  had  engaged  almoft  all  the  other  Indians  of  the 
country  in  war  with  the  Englifh,  his  felicitations  could  not 
prevail  with  thofe  of  Manamet  to  join  him ,  but  they  adhered 
to  the  Englilh,  and  were  a  defence  to  Sandwich,  and  the 
towns  further  upon  the  cape.  There  feems  to  have  been 
two  cantons  or  fachemdoms  of  the  cape  Indians,  one  ex¬ 
tending  from  Eel  river  in  Plimouth,  to  the  fouth  fhore  of 
the  cape,  and  comprehended  what  are  now  called  the 
Mafhpee  Indians -f,  and  then  extended  upon  the  cape  to  the 
eaftern  part  of  Barnftable,  and  as  far  weft  ward  as  Wood’s- 

*  Briftol. 

f  I  received  this  account  of  the  Cape  Indians  from  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Hawley,  a  worthy  mifiionary  to  the  Mafhpee  tribe,  who  are 
the  principal  body  of  Indians  now  remaining  in  New-England. 

The  tov/n  of  Mafhpee  confifts  of  65  wigwams,  befides  9  wigwams 
at  a  place  called  Scanton,  and  4  at  SockanofTet,  in  the  bounds  of 
Falmouth,  who  are  likewife  under  Mr.  Hawley’s  charge.  In  1648 
Papmunnuck  fold  lands  to  the  people  of  Barnftable,  as  being 
the  chief  of  this  tribe.  They  have  not  preferved  a  fucceftion  of 
ffachems,  but  for  many  years  paft  have  affe&ed  government  in 
imitation  of  the  form  of  government  in  the  Englifh  townfhips. 

However,  the  great  grandfon  of  this  Papmunnuck  they  confidered 
as  the  chief  fpcaker  in  1761.  He  died  that  year.  Another  of  his 
defendants  is  now  a  fchoolmafter  near  fourfcore  years  of  age.  But 
fome  deny  that  Papmunnuck  was  their  chief,  and  make  Tooken- 
chofen  the  fachem.  There  are  as  many  adult  perfons  of  this  tribe 
as  there  were  fourfcore  years  ago,  but  not  fo  many  children  and 
youth.  Complaints  are  made  of  the  pra&ice  of  the  parent?,  in 
binding  out  their  children  as  fervants  in  Englifh  families,  and  fome 
late  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  government  to  reftrain  or  re¬ 
gulate  this  practice, 

hole, 

•  V] 
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hole,  and  divers  petty  fachems  or  fagamores  were  com¬ 
prehended  in  this  divifion,  of  which  Mafhpee  was  one  ; 
the  eaftern  part  of  the  cape  from  Nobfkuffet  or  Yarmouth 
made  another  fachemdom,  the  capital  of  which  was  Naiifit, 
or  Eaftham  :  Thefe  were  known  to  the  people  of  New- 
Plimouth  by  the  name  of  Naufit  Indians.  The  Indians 
upon  Nantucket,  and  thofe  upon  Martha’s  Vineyard,  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  diftindt  and  feparate  tribes,  having 
their  own  fachems  and  fagamores.  The  Nantucket  In¬ 
dians  were  a  large  body. 

The  feveral  fcattered  tribes  from  the  Pockanockets  to 
Pifcataqua  river,  were  called  the  Northern  Indians,  and 
by  lome  Aberginians.  There  were  many  diltindt  fettle- 
ments  upon  the  leffer  channels  of  Pifcataqua  or  Newi* 
chewannock  river.  Merrimack  alfo  had  its  receptacles, 
from  the  mouth  fifty  miles  or  more,  asWainoofet,  Patucket, 

•  Amofkeag,  Penicook,  &c.  and  Newbury  falls  was  a  noted 
plantation*  there  being  plenty  of  fifii  there  at  all  feafons. 
And  for  the  fame  reafon,  and  becaufe  of  the  great  plenty 
of  fhell-fifh,  at  Agawam  (Ipfvvich)  there  was  a  noted  tribe 
with  their  fachem.  Naumkeag  (Salem  and  Marblehead) 
and  Saugus  (Lynn)  made  another  divifion.  Saugus  Indians 
had  a  diftind  fachem,  known  by  the  Englifh  name  of 
George,  who  lived  forty  years  or  more  after  the  Enghfh 
came  there. 

At  Maffachufets,  near  the  mouth  of  Charles  river, 
there  ufed  to  be  a  general  rendezvous  of  Indians,  That 
circle,  which  now  makes  the  harbours  of  Rofton  and 
Charleftown,  round  by  Malden,  Chelfea,  Nantafket,  Hing- 
ham, Weymouth,  Braintree,  and  Dorchefter,  was  the  capital 
of  a  great  fachem  *,  much  reverenced  by  all  the  planta. 

*  The  tradition  is,  that  this  fachem  had  his  principal  feat  upon  a 
{mail  hill  or  riling  upland,  in  the  midft  of  a  body  of  faltmarlh  in  the 
townfhip  of  Dorcheller,  near  to  a  place  called  Squantum,  and  it  is 
known  by  the  name  of  Maffachufets  hill,  or  mount  Mailachufets  to 
this  day.  The  blue  hills,  fo  called,  in  the  townfhip  of  Milton,  &c. 
are  called  in  Capt.  Smith's  map  in  1614,  Chevi  hills,  but  they  were 
called  before  Maffachufets  mount.  Prince  Charles  changed  the  name, 
and  alfo  gave  the  name  of  Charles  river  to  what  had  been  before 
called  Maffachufets  river. 

tions 
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tions  of  Indians  round  about,  and  to  him  belonged  Na- 
ponfet  (Dorchefter  Mills  now  Milton)  Punkapog  (Stough¬ 
ton)  Weflfaguffet  (Weymouth)  and  feveral  places  upon 
Charles  river,  where  the  natives  were  feated.  At  Miftick 
a  Sagamore  was  feated,  upon  a  creek  which  meets  with  the 
mouth  of  Charles  river. 

It  is  not  polhble  to  make  a  juft  computation  of  the 
number  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  New-England.  It 
is  agreed  that  they  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the 
Englifh  planters,  and,  when  it  was  too  late,  repented  that 
they  had  not,  by  a  general  union,  difcouraged  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  firft  attempts  of  fettlements  among  them. 

1  he  life  of  hunters  and  fifhermen  is  faid  to  be  averfe  to 
human  fociety,  except  among  the  members  of  fingle  fami¬ 
lies.  1  he  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmitted  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  at  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  reprefen t  them 
to  have  been  as  near  to  a  ftate  of  nature  as  any  people 
rpon  the  globe  f  and  deftitute  of  moft  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  are  the  ufual  effefts  of  civil  fociety.  Some 
writers  §  tell  us,  that  hufbands  and  wives,  parents  andchil- 
jren,  lived  always  in  one  room  or  wigwam,  without  any 
ipartments,  and  made  no  privacy  of  thofe  afiions  which 
nature  teaches  even  iome  irrational  animals  J,  to  be  afhamed 
>f  in  public.  All  agree,  that  a  young  woman  was  not 
eis  efteemed  for  having  accompanied  with  a  man,  their 
Jiual  pra&ice  being  to  live  together  upon  trial,  before  they 
00k  one  another  for  hufband  and  wife  ||.  We  hear  of  no 

inftances 


/ 

f  Salluft  s  defeription  of  the  Aborigines  of  Italy  fuits  verv  well 
or  our  natives— “  Genus  hominum  agrefte,  fine  legibus,  fine  i,n- 
perio,  liberum  atque  folutum.” 

§  Mr.  Shepard's  clear  Sun-Jhine  of  the  Gofpel,  1648 

I  The  Elephant,  the  deer,  &c.  who  never  couple  but  in  fecret. 

||  amp  lain,  wno  lived  a  whole  winter,  about  1615,  among  the 

gonqutns,  fays,  “  they  have  a  fort  of  marriage  ;  when  a  young 

he  t0  reVen>  .twelve’  fifteen,  fourteen  or  fifteen  year  14 

nnlv  r  hna7  [UIt°rS  Pr,0Portion  to  her  charms,  who  would 
PP  y  her  father  and  mother  ;  although,  often  enough,  exceot 

mong  the  dilcreeter  fort,  the  girls  would  not  ftay  for  Stheir  con- 

G  S  '  fent. 
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I r\ fiances  of  refined  conjugal  affedtion.  The  fuperloi 
ftrength  of  the  man  to  that  of  the  woman,  inftead  of 'being 
employed  in  the  mod  laborious  fervices  neceflary  for  theii 
mutual  fupport,  was  made  ufe  of  to  keep  the  wife  in  fub- 
jeftion,  and  oblige  her  to  every  kind  of  drudgery,  not  onli 
to  the  carrying  her  children  upon  her  back  in  all  their  re¬ 
moves,  but  to  the  carrying  their  provifions  and  packs  o 
every  kind,  in  their  huntings  and  ether  marches.  Tin 
women  not  only  provided  bark  and  flakes,  the  material 
of  their  houfes  or  cabins,  but  were  the  houfewrights  whe 
built  them,  and  as  often  as  the  family  moved,  for  the  falo 
of  filhing  or  hunting,  the  women  took  down  the  houfe 
and  carried  them  on  their  backs.  They  planted,  hoec 
and  gathered  the  corn,  and  provided  barns  (holes  in  th< 
ground  cieled  with  the  rind  of  trees)  for  the  reception  o 
it.  Not  to  mention  their  employments  in  providing  fliell 
fifh  and  other  fifh  for  the  family,  bearing  burdens,  of  wooc 
and  water,  dreffing  their  food,  &c.  The  men  commendei 
themfelves  for  keeping  their  wives  employed,  and  con 
demned  the  Englifh  hufbands  for  fpoiiing  good  working 
creatures.  A  family  feems,  neceffarily,  to  carry  an  idea  o 
government,  but  parents  had  no  authority  over  theii 
•  children 

fent.  The  enamoured  Indian  tenders  to  his  mi  ft  refs  a  few  belts 
chains,  or  bracelets  of  wampom.  If  the  girl  likes  him  (he  wif 
receive  the  prefen t,  and  he  comes  and  lodges  with  her  three  o; 
four  nights,  without  faying  one  word,  where  they  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  affections.  If,  after  a  week  or  fortnight  fpen  t  in  thi: 
manner,  they  cannot  agree,  which  is  very  often  the  cafe,  ftie  quit: 
her  lover,  who  leaves  his  wampon  and  other  prelents  made  her. 
Difappointed,  he  leeks  another  midrefs,  and  fne  another  humble 
fervant,  and  continue  fo  to  do  until  two  meet  together  who  art 
agreeable  each  to  the  other.  There  are  fome  who  pafs  theii 
youth  thus  with  many  fuch  hufbands,  who  have  not  the  lole  pof- 
feftlon,  for,  as  foon  as  it  is  night,  the  young  women,  although 
married,  run  from  one  wigwam  to  another  and  take  what  the) 
like ;  but  no  violence  is  offered  to  the  women,  all  depending  on 
their  confent.  The  hufband  takes  the  like  liberty,  without 
raifing  any  jealoufy,  or  but  little,  between  them,  nor  is  it  an) 
damage  or  lofs  of  reputation  to  them,  fuch  being  the  cuftom  o t 
the  country. Did  ever  any  other  people,  in  this  refpeft,  approach 
nearer  to  the  brutal  part  of  the  creation  ? 
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children.  The  Storgee  in  the  parent  might  be  obferved 
towards  their  young.  No  return  was  made  on  the  part  of 
the  child,  but,  affoon  as  it  was  capable,  it  was  as  ready 
to  refift  and  oppole  its  parent  as  any  other  perfon. 

Every  nation  or  tribe  had  one  whom  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  the  head  or  chief.  The  fon  fucceeded  to  the 
father.  If  no  fon,  the  Queen  ruled  ;  if  no  Queen,  the 
next  of  kin  of  the  blood  royal  *.  They  gave  the  title  of 
Sachem  to  the  chief,  and  fometimes  that  of  Sagamore. 
Some  fuppofe  thefe  twotides  to  be  indifferently  ufed,  others 
that  the  Sagamores  had  a  fmall  territorry-f,  and  perhaps 
were,  in  fome  degree,  dependant  upon  a  Sachem,  There 
were  fevera!  Sagamores  in  the  Maffachufets  bay,  Sagamore 
George  at  Saugus  or  Lynn,  John  at  Medford,  Paffacona- 
way  at  Merrimack,  his  fon  at  Wechufet,  Shawanon  at  Na- 
ffiaway,and  many  others.  Maffafoiet,  the  chief  of  the  Wom- 
panoag  Indians,  was  always  called  Sachem,  fo  was  Myanti- 
nomo,  chief  of  the  Naraganfets,  and  Saccusof  thePequods. 

What  power  and  authority  the  Sachems  and  Sagamores 
had  it  is  more  difficult  to  determine  J.  Murder,  and  a  bare 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  their  chief,  are  faid  to  have  been 
capital  offences.  Such  a  malefactor,  being  apprehended, 
(an  efcape  to  another  nation  wras  not  very  difficult)  the 
Sachem  called  fome  of  his  wifeft  men  together,  and  the 
offender  being  pronounced  guilty,  his  brains  were  beat  out 

*  Wood's  Profpea . 

f  The  inferior  Sachems  and  fubje£ls  plant  and  remove  at 
tne  pleafure  of  the  higheft  and  fupreme  Sachems,  and  I  humbly 
conceive  that  it  pleafeth  the  Moll  High  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  bond 
or  authority  over  them,  without  which  they  could  not  long  fubfift 
m  human  focieties,  in  this  wild  condition  wherein  they  are.” 

Williams  s  letter  to  Majpz.  Cjo<v,  12.  3 d mo.  l6*j6.  1 

t  The  earlieft  writers  reprefent  the  Sachem  as  ruled  by  the 
people,  gather  than  a  ruler  of  them,  and  that  he  held  the  reins  no 
longer  than  he  pleafed  the  people,  and,  when  they  thought  proper, 
rehgned  them  to  one  that  was  more  worthy,  and  as  quietly  betook 
imnielr  to  a  private  condition  as  if  he  had  never  known  any  other, 
uome  tribute  was  paid  to  fupport  the  prince.  Cutlhamoquin,  a 
oachem,  complained  to  Mr.  Elliot,  that  fome  of  his  fubje&s,  after 
they  became  chrifUans,  were  more  flack  in  their  tribute  of  corn  &c 
yhan  they  were  before.  ' 

^  §  2  with 
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with  a  tomahawk.  Other  puni foments  they  had  not.  W( 
hear  of  no  laws.  Where  they  had  no  idea  of  property 
but  few  laws  were  neceffary.  They  had  nothing  to  lofe 
worth  even  any  corporal  punifoment,  much  lefs  the  life  o 
a  fubjeft,  where  they  were  not  over-flocked.  Of  perfona 
injuries  and  affronts  every  man  was  his  own  avenger  ;  they 
had  no  religion  which  forbad  rendering  evil  for  evil.  Mili¬ 
tary  authority  they  had  none  ;  every  man  fought  and  ran 
away  at  his  pleafure  ;  for  this  reafon,  they  never  could 
ftand  a  body  of  Englifo,  and  their  wars  between  themfelves 


were  extremely  precarious  :  Uncas,  with  an  inferior  num¬ 
ber  of  Mohegins,  and  of  no  repute,  beat  Myantinomo  at 
the  head  of  the  Naraganfets,  who  held  the  Mohegins  in 
contempt.  Their  arms  were  bows  and  arrows,  their  cap¬ 
tains  only  carried  a  fpear.  Their  bowftrings  were  made  of 
Moofe  fintws.  Their  arrows  were  pointed  with  a  fmall  flat 
ftone,  of  a  triangular  form,  thebafisof  which  they  faftencd 
with  a  leathern  ftiing  into  a  cleft  made  in  the  end  of  a 
young  flick  of  elder  wood  ;  and,  Ample  as  they  were,  they 
did  execution  upon  naked  bodies.  Many  of  thefe  ftones, 
or  heads  of  arrows,  are  found,  to  this  day,  in  the  earth,  in 
places  where  the  Indians  ufed  to  refort.  After  the  arrival  of 
the  Englifo,  they  made  the  heads  of  their  arrows  of  brafs, 
fattened  them  to  a  fmall  flick  6  or  8  inches  long,  formed 
to  fix  into  the  end  of  the  pithy  elder,  which  they  bound 
round  to  ftrengthen  it.  They  feldom  miffed  their  mark, 
when  they  aimed  at  a  beaft  or  bird,  running  or  flying.  In 
their  wars  they  are  faid  to  have  always  engaged  in  a  loofe 
diforderly  manner,  and  as  foon  as  their  artillery  was  fpent, 
to  have  taken  to  their  heels.  The  Mohawks  fecured  their 
bodies  againft  the  arrows  of  other  Indians  by  a  covering  of 
feahorfe  fkins.  Their  principal  weapon  was  the  toma¬ 
hawk,  a  club  two  or  three  feet  long,  with  a  knob  at  the 
end  ;  fince  they  knew  the  ufe  of  iron,  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  fharp  pointed  hatchet  oppofite  to  the  knob. 
Roger  Williams  fays  it  was  their  conttant  practice  to  ftrike 
off  the  heads  of  their  dead  enemies,  at  which  they  were 
very  expert. 


They 


M  A  S  S  A  C  H  U  S  E  T  S-B  A  Y. 


465 


\ 


They  were  remarkable  for  firm  well  compacted  bodies, 
flrong  and  active,  capable  of  enduring  the  greateft  hard- 
fhips  and  fatigues,  regardlefs  of  cold,  whilft  travelling  in 
the  feverity  of  winter*.  Having  made  holes  in  the  ice, 
they  would  fit  round  them,  upon  their  naked  bottoms, 
catching  pickrei,  breams,  pearch,  and  other  frelhwater  fifh. 
A  fmall  pouch  of  parched  corn,  ground  or  rather  pounded 
into  meal,  and  called  Nuichicke,  which  is  well  enough 
tranfiated  Nocake  -f,  would  fupport  them  feveral  days  in 
their  travelling,  when  they  could  get  no  other  provifions; 
and  fometimes  they  were  defiituteeven  of  this;  but  after 
abftinence  they  never  failed  of  a  proportionable  indulgence, 
the  firft  opportunity  they  had  for  it,  and  would  make  up 
at  one  meal  for  all  they  had  miffed.  Their  cloathing  was 
of  the  fidns  of  wild  beafts ;  after  the  Englifh  came,  they 
began  to  ufe  woollen,  and  in  a  few  years  wholly  laid  afide 
fkins.  One  of  their  old  garments  of  fidns  would  pur- 
chafe  a  new  one  of  woollen,  and  a  good  quantity  of  (trong 
water  or  lack  into  the  bargain.  The  men  threw  a  light 
mantle  or  covering  over  them,  and  although  they  wore  a 
fmall  flap,  called  Indian  breeches,  yet  they  were  not  over 

nice  in  concealing  their  nudities  The  women  were  more 

♦  * 

*  “  They  were  at  a  lofs  what  could  induce  the  Englifh.  to  leave 
England  and  come  to  America.  The  mofl  probable  conjecture 
they  could  make  was,  that  the  Englifh  wanted  fewel  at  home  and 
came  over  for  the  fake  of  the  wood.  When  they  had  burnt  up 
the  v/ood  near  the  fettlements,  they  removed  to  a  new  place  for 
the  fake  of  firing.”  R .  Williams .  The  fame  author  fays,  that 
he  has  known  them  run  between  eighty  and  an  hundred  miles 
in  a  fummer’s  day  and  back  again  within  two  days.  “The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Formofa  have  been  feen  to  out-run  horfes  in  their  full 
fpeed.  The  Chinefe  alledge,  as  the  caufe  of  their  fwiftnefs,  that, 
till  the  age  of  14  or  15,  their  knees  and  loins  are  bound  exceed¬ 
ing  tight.”  Du  Halde.  The  Americans  are  bound  in  this  manner 
the  firft  year  or  two  only. 

f  The  Indian  corn  boiled,  after  being  a  little  broken,  they  called 
Nafaump.  The  Englifh  call  it  Samp.  Boiled  with  clams  it 
makes  a  favory  difh. 

X  Champlain  fays,  the  men  in  Canada  generally  threw  afide  all 
covering  in  the  fummer,  and  that  the  women  and  girls  were  no 
more  moved  at  feeing  them  in  that  fafhion  than  if  they  had  nothing 
ftrange.  p.  273. 
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modeff,  and  wore  a  coat  of  cloth  or  fk ins,  wrapt  like  a 
blanket,  about  their  loins,  and  reaching  down  to  their 
hams,  which  they  never  put  off  in  company,  and  if  the 
hufband  had  a  mind  to  lei  1  the  wife’s  beaver  petticoat,  he 
muff  have  provided  anotner  of  fome  other  fort,  before  he 
could  prevail  with  her  to  part  with  it.  In  winter,  the  old 
men  fometimes  wore  a  fort  of  troufles  of  fkins,  fattened 
under  their  girdles  with  buttons.  Their  fhoes  without 
heels,  which  they  called  Mockaflins  *,  were  cut  out  of  a 
mooie’s  hide.  Their  ornaments  were  pendants  in  their 
ears,  carved  of  bone,  fhtils  and  (tone,  in  the  form  of  birds, 
beafts  or  fithes ;  belts  of  wampompeag  upon  their  arms 
and  hanging  down  over  their  fhoulders.  Their  hair  was 
cut  into  various  forms  and  ffuck  with  feathers.  Upon  their 
cheeks,  and  in  many  parts  of  their  bodies,  fome  of  them, 
by  incifions,  into  which  they  conveyed  a  black  unchange¬ 
able  ink,  made  the  figures  of  bears,  deer,  moofe,  wolves, 
eagles,  hawks,  &c.  which  were  indelible,  and  generallj 
laffed  as  long  as  they  lived 

Their  food,  in  winter,  was  birds  and  beads  of  all  for:s, 
fi(h  from  the  ponds,  and  fhelffifh.  In  fummer,  they  had 
fifh  from  the  fea,  but  no  way  to  fave  that-  or  their  meat 
from  putrefadion  ;  berries  of  all  forts,  green  corn,  beans 
and  fquafhes.  They  boiled  their  victuals  in  earthen  pots ; 
their  fpits  were  flicks  faflened  in  the  ground,  cleft  a-top, 
where  they  fixed  their  meat,  and  placed  them  round  a  fire, 
until  they  had  lufficiently  toafted  it.  The  earth  was  their 
table  *,  trenchers,  napkins,  or  knives,  they  knew  not  theufe 
of.  Salt  they  had  none,  nor  bread  §.  Indian  corn  boiled 
was  the  nearell  akin  to  bread.  They  had  no  fet  meals,  eat 

*  The  Virginians  had  the  fame  name  for  fhoes. 

f  Since  they  have  been  furnifhed  with  paints  from  Europe,  they 
daub  their  faces  with  vermilion,  and  fometimes  with  blue,  green, 
and  other  colours. 

%  Beans,  called  in  Europe  French  beans,  are,  undoubtedly,  na¬ 
tural  to  the  coumrv,  as  much  as  Indian  corn.  In  Canada  the 
French  called  them  beans  of  Brazil,  when  they  firft  found  them 
among!!:  the  natives. 

§  The  Indians  of  Canada  mixed  up  their  Indian  meal  and  water 
into  a  cake,  which  they  dried  by  the  fire.  Champ . 
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when  they  were  hungry  as  long  as  victuals  lafted,  and  be- 
ng  improvident,  not  caring  for  the  morrow,  they  and 
:heir  families  would  fometimes  keep  a  fall  of  two  or  three 
days  together.  Water  was  their  only  drink  *.  Their 
houfhold  furniture  was  very  Imall.  A  fkin  or  mat  was 
their  bed  *,  they  never  uied  a  chair  or  ftool,  always  fitting 
on  the  ground^.  A  few  earthen  and  wooden  veftels  an- 
fwered  all  the  purpofes  of  a  family.  As  they  had  no 
metals  of  any  kind,  what  few  tools  they  had  were  of  ftone. 
their  hatchet  and  chizzel  are  kept  as  curioliries;  the  former 
fomewhat  in  fhape  like  an  iron  hatchet,  laving  that,  inftead 
of  an  eye  for  the  handle,  it  had  a  neck,  where  they  fatten¬ 
ed  a  withe  J.  Their  arts  and  manufactures  lay  in  a  very 
narrow  compafs.  Their  (kins  they  dreffed  by  fcraping  and 
rubbing,  and  fometimes  ftained  or  coloured  them  with  odd 
fort  of  embroideries.  They  had  a  fort  of  cordage  tor 
lines,  from  the  wild  Indian  hemp,  with  which  they  made 
nets  30  or  40  feet  long,  for  taking  Sturgeon.  They  had 
two  forts  of  canoos,  oae  of  pine  or  chefhut  trees,  which 
they  burned  hollow,  and  then  fcraped  the  infide  with  clam 
fhells  and  oyfter  fhells,  and  hewed  the  outfide  with  ftone 
hatchets.  Thofe  were  generally  two  feet  wide,  and  about 
20  feet  long  ;  the  other  fort  were  made  of  the  bark  or  rind 
of  the  birch  tree,  with  knees  or  ribs,  and  though  eafily 

*  Tobacco  was  in  general  ufe.  This  refrelhed  their  fpirits. 

f  At  this  day,  when  hundreds  of  them  are  at  a  conference  with 
any  of  the  Englifh  governments,  they  ali  lit  upon  the  ground,  with 
their  elbows  upon  their  knees. 

£  Roger  Williams  fays  he  knew  an  old  fquaw,  many  years  after  all 
the  red:  of  the  Indians  ufed  iron  hoes  for  their  corn,  who  was  fuper- 
ilitioufly  attached  to  the  clam  fhell  and  would  never  ufe  an  Englilh 
hoe,  though  three  times  more  work  might  have  been  done  with  it 
in  the  fame  time. 

l<  The  Samogitians  are  fo  given  to  fuperflition,  that  whereas  it 
was  the  old  cuftom  of  that  country  to  till  the  ground  with  wooden 
ploughs  and  coulters,  and  that  the  governor  of  one  of  their  pro¬ 
vinces  brought  them  the  ufe  of  iron  plough  fhares  for  the  eafe  of 
the  labourer,  and  that  iome  years  after,  by  an  unufual  dillcmper  of 
the  air,  they  had  a  dear  year  or  two,  they  threw  away  their  iron 
plough  ihares  and  fell  to  the  old  wooden  ones  again,  attributing  a 
kind  of  Dr,  rinity  to  the  one  and  unluckinefs  unto  the  other.  ”  Ho*weL 
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rTn  ^  °r  f1'‘°re’  yet  were  t'ght  and  fecure 
D  the  vvaves-  Some  of  thefe  were  very  neat  and  the 
moft  ingenious  of  any  part  of  their  manufactures’*. 

idea  nF  rl  '  ^  ^  m°ft,favorab]y>  give  but  an  indifferent 

of  the  !hCKqU  ’eu  °f  their  minds‘  Mr-  Wllf°i  fpeaks 
\^UCWIth  “mpaffion,  as  the  moft  fordid  and 
contemptible  part  or  the  human  fpecies.  Mr.  Hooker 

lays,  they  are  the  verieft  ruins  of  mankind  upon  the  face 
Oj  Hi  earth.  *  erhaps,  the  Indians  about  the  Maftachufets 
bay  were  feme  of  the -lowed  of  the  American  nations. 
VVe  hear  nothing  o,  that  formality  and  order  in  their  coun¬ 
ts,  but  little  of  thole  allegories  and  figures  in  their 
ipeeches  and  harangues,  which  the  French  obierved  amon* 
the  Iroquois  and  other  nations,  at  the  beginning  0f  their 
acquaintance  with  them.  Indeed,  in  their  difeourfes  to¬ 
gether  upon  any  matter  which  they  deemed  important, 
they  feldom  ufed  any  ftiort  colloquiums,  but  each  fpake’ 
his  _mind  at  large  without  interruption,  the  reft  of  the 
company  giving  attention,  and  when  he  had  finiihed  fome 
otner  gave  as  large  an  anfwer.  They  fhewed  courtefy  to 
the  Englifh  at  their  firft  arrival,  were  hofpitable,  and  made 
fuch  as  could  eat  their  food  welcome  to  it,  and  readily  in- 
ftruifted  them  i.i  planting  and  cultivating  the  Indian  corn, 
and  fome  of  rhe^Englifh  who  loft  themfelves  in  the  woods* 
and  muft  otherwife  have  perifhed  by  famine,  they  relieved 
and  concluded  home.  Their  manner  was  tocome  into  the 
Englifh  houfes  without  knocking,  and  to  fit  down  vvithout 
ceremony.  R.  W  illiams  compared  the  Quakers  to  them. 
There  was  no  trading  with  them  but  for  ready  pay.  He 
that  trufted  them  loft  his  debt  and  his  cuflomer. 


*  “  I  have  feen  a  native  go  into  the  woods  with  his  hatchet, 
carrying  only  a  bafket  of  corn  with  him,  and  ftones  to  ftrike  fire! 
When  he  had  felled  his  tree  (being  a  chefnut)  he  made  him  a  little 
houfe  or  fhed  of  the  bark  of  it,  he  puts  fire  and  follows  the  burn¬ 
ing  it  with  fire  in  many  places,  his  corn  he  boils,  and  hath  the 
brook  by  him,  and  fometimes  angles  for  a  little  filh  ;  but  fo  he 
continues  burning  and  hewing,  until  he  hath,  within  ten  or 
twelve  days  (lying  there  at  his  work  alone)  finiihed  his  boat.” 
R.  Williams, 
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The  principle  or  perfuafion  that  all  things  ought  to 
be  in  common*  might  caufe  hofpitality,  where  the  like 
was  expe&ed  in  return,  without  any  great  degree  of  virtue. 

Some  appearances  there  were  of  companion,  gratitude,  and 
friendfhip,  and  of  grief  at  the  death  or  diftrefs  of  their 
children  or  near  relations.  Some  degree  of  thefe  focial 
affections  is  infeparable  from  human  nature.  Vices  they 
had  many.  _ They  were  falfe,  malicious,  and  revengeful. 

The  leaft  injury  caufed  in  them  a  deadly  hatred,  which 
could  never  be  allayed.  They  were  infinitely  cruel  to 
their  enemies,  cutting  and  mangling  their  bodies,  and  then 
broiling  them  alive  upon  hot  embers,  and  inflicting  the 
mo  ft  exquifite  torments  they  could  invent.  They  were 
not  known  to  feed  upon  the  flefb  of  their  enemies  after 
the  Englifh  came  among  them  f\  The  men  were  lazy  and 
idle,  never  employing  themfelves  about  any  other  bufinefs 
than  what  was  of  ablolute  neceflity  for  their  fupport,  and 
fuch  as  the  women  were  not  capable  of.  More  dirty,  foul, 
and  fordid  than  fwine,  being  never  fo  clean  and  fweet  as 
when  they  were  well  greaied  Drunkards  they  were 
not,  but  the  only  reafon  was  they  had  nothing  that  would 

*  An  Indian  gift  is  a  proverbial  expreffion,  fignifying  a  prefent 
for  which  an  equivalent  return  is  expe&ed. 

f  Champlain  fays  the  Algonquins  took  the  heart  of  one  of  their 
enemies  killed  in  battle,  cut  it  into  pieces,  and  gave  it  to  his  bro¬ 
ther  and  feveral  other  prifoners  to  eat,  who  took  it  into  their  mouths, 
but  would  not  ftvallow  it. 

A  journal  of  a  French  officer  in  Canada,  which  was  taken  on 
board  a  fmall  veffel  in  the  Welt  Indies,  gives  an  account  of  a  feaft 
made  by  fome  of  the  Indians  who  were  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  at  which  they  facrificed  fome  of  the  Englilh  prifoners, 
boiled  their  flelh,  and  forced  the  other  prifoners  to  eat  it. 

X  I  have  feen  a  great  half-naked  Indian  fitting  at  a  fmall  diltance 
from  the  governors  and  commiffioners  of  feveral  of  the  colonies,  in 
the  midft  of  a  conference,  picking  lice  from  his  body  for  half  an 
hour  together,  and  cracking  them  between  his  teeth.— -One  of  the 
laws  our  Indians  made,  upon  their  firlt  pretences  to  civility,  laid  3, 
fmall  penalty  upon  fuch  as  cracked  lice  with  their  teeth.  The  Hot¬ 
tentots  had  the  fame  tafte.  <c  They  plead  in  excufe  the  law  of  re-r 
taliation,  and  urge  that  it  is  no  lhame  to  eat  thofe  that  would  eat 
them. 7  9  Kolb  erf  s  <voya . 
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intoxicate  them.  A  (Toon  as  they  had  a  tafte  of  the  Engiifh 
lack  arid  ftrong  waters,  they  were  bewitched  with  them, 
and  by  this  means  more  have  been  deftroyed  than  have 
feli  by  the  Iword.  I  he  Engiifh  women  had  nothing  to 
tear,  as  to  any  attempt  upon  their  honor.  The  fame  obler- 
vation  is  made  of  the  Canada  Indians,  with  refped  to  the 
French  women.  Ea  Hontan,  a  F  rench  author,  who  has 
given  a  different  account,  is  charged  with  a  fondnefs  for 
embellifhing  his  memoirs,  and  being  very  credulous. 
They  had  their  choice  among  their  own  women.  We 
have  but  little  reafon  to  wonder  that  fo  few  Englifhmen 
incline  to  cohabit  with  Indian  women. 

They  had  fome  (ports  and  games  with  which  they  fome- 
times  diverted  themfelves.  Football  was  the  chief,  and 
whole  cantons  would  engage  one  againft  another.  Their 
goals  were  upon  the  hard  lands,  as  even  and  firm  as  a 
board,  and  a  mile  or  more  in  length,  their  ball  not  much 
laiger  than  a  hand-ball,  w  hich  they  would  mount  in  the 
air  with  their  naked  feet,  and  fometimes  would  be  two  days 
together  before  either  fide  got  a  goal.  They  had  two  prin¬ 
cipal  games  of  chance,  one  they  called  puim,this  was  much 
the  lame  with  a  game  Charlevoix  mentions  among  the  Mia- 
mis,  which  he  calls  jeu  des  paiiles,  or  the  game  of  ftraws. 
They  took  a  number  of  packets  of  fmall  flicks  or  ftraws, 
unequal  in  number,  but  near  of  a  fize,  and  fhuffling  them 
together,  he,  to  whofe  lot  the  higheft  number  fell,  was  the 
forwarded  in  the  game.  Another  game  they  called  hub¬ 
bub,  the  fame  the  French  called  jeu  de  plat,  the  game  of 
the  difh  among  the  Huron  -.  They  took  five  lmall  pieces 
of  bone,  flatter  than  a  die  and  longer,  black  on  the  one  fide 
and  white  on  the  other,  thefe  they  put  into  a  fmall  wooden 
tray  or  platter,  and  giving  it  a  ftroke  on  the  ground  the 
bones  all  flew  into  the  air,  and  the  gamefters  whifk  their 
hands  to  and  fro  among  the  bones,  and  then  finite  them¬ 
felves  on  the  bread  and  thighs,  crying  out,  hub,  hub,  hub, 
fo  as  to  be  heard  at  a  great  diftance.  According  as  the 
bones  happened  to  be  more  or  lefs  of  one  colour,  fo  they 
won  or  loft.  Whilft  any  one  continued  to  win  he  held 
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the  tray,  and  upon  his  lofing,  gave  it  to  the  next.  The 
Negroes  in  Guinea  have  a  game  of  the  lame  fort,  which 
they  call  paw-paw.  Shooting  ac  marks  was  a  diverfion  for 
theircbildren,as  foon  as  they  werecapableof  drawingabow. 
Swimming,  running,  and  wreftling  they  were,  as  early,  ac- 
cuftomed  to.  Their  hunting  and  fifhing,  being  all  they 
did,  which  could  be  called  labor,  for  their  maintenance  or 
fupport,  ferved  alfo  as  diverfions.  Deer,  Moofe,  and  Bears 
were  their  chief  objects Wolves,  Wild  Cats,  Raccoons, 
Otters,  Mufquafhes,  and  even  Bevers,  were  not  much  re¬ 
garded,  until  the  Englifh,  from  the  value  they  fet  upon 
their  fkins  or  furs,  encouraged  the  purhn.t  of  them.  Be- 
fides  their  bows,  they  had  other  devices  to  take  their  game, 
fometimes  by  double  hedges  a  mile  or  two  in  length,  and 
a  mile  wide  at  one  end,  and  made  narrow,  by  degrees,  un¬ 
til  they  came  to  a  gap  of  about  fix  feet,  againft  which 
they  lay  hid  to  fhoot  the  Deer,  as  they  came  through  in 
the  day-time,  and,  at  night,  they  fet  Deer-traps,  being 
fprings  made  of  young  trees.  They  had  their  traps  alfo 
for  Bevers  and  Otters,  Their  ordinary  fifhing  was  with 
hooks  and  lines.  They  made  their  hooks  of  bones,  their 
lines  of  wild  hemp,  ftronger  and  neater  than  the  Englilh 
lines*.  They  had  a  way  of  taking  Sturgeon  by  lighting 
a  torch  made  of  birch  bark,  which  waving  to  and  fro  by 
the  fide  of  their  canoe,  would  delight  the  Sturgeon,  and 
caufe  them  to  come  tumbling  and  playing,  throwing  up 
their  white  bellies,  into  which  the  Indians  ftruck  their 
fpears  or  darts  f.  The  Sturgeons  backs  were  impenetrable. 
They  had  grand  fifhings  at  the  feveral  falls  of  the  rivers, 
at  moft  of  which  acanton  or  company  of  Indians  had  their 
chief  refidence,  and  at  fixed  feafons  the  feveral  neighbour¬ 
ing  cantons  met  by  turns,  partly  for  recreation,  and  partly 

*  Douglas  fays  they  had  no  threads  of  flax,  hemp  or  any  other 
herbs,  but  the  earlieft  accounts  of  the  MalTachufet  Indians 
aflert  the  contrary,  and  Champlain  fays  that  it  was  part  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  Indian  women  of  Canada  to  twift  the  wild  hemp 
and  make  it  into  nets  for  filhing. 

f  The  natives  of  the  Canary  iilands  happened  to  hit  upon  the  fame 
way  of  taking  filh. 

to 
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to  make  provifion  for  the  year.  During  thefe  meetings, 
u  t  at  came  were  at  home,  and  had  all  things  in  common, 

anu  thole  who  had  entertained  their  neighbours  expected 
the  like  kindnefs. 

Religion  they  had  as  little  as  can  well  be  imagined. 
Some  notions  they  had  of  a  future  Rate.  A  Mahometan 
paradife,  where  they  were  to  folace  themfelves  in  fruit¬ 
ful  corn-fields  and  fine  flowery  meads,  with  pleafant  ri¬ 
vers  to  bathe  in  ;  curious  wigwams,  provided  for  them 
without  any  labor  of  their  own ;  hunting,  fowling,  and  fifh- 
ing  without  any  wearinefs  or  pains  to  mokft  them  ;  but  at 
the  door  was  a  fnarling  animal,  who  denied  a  peaceful  en¬ 
trance  to  all  unworthy  of  it*.  This  caufed  them  to  bury 
the  bows  and  arrows  of  the  deceafed  with  their  bodies,  to 
affright  or  repel  Cerberus,  and  good  ftore  of  wampompag 
to  purchafe  fome  peculiar  favors  or  privileges  f .  Their 
enemies,  and  others  unworthy  the  joys  of  elyzium,  they 
configned  to  an  eternal  habitation  and  place  of  torment. 
However  warm  fome  of  their  imaginations  might  be,  it  is 
agreed  that  in  general  no  people  had  greater  fears  of  death 
difeovered  by  the  dilfrefs  and  delpair  of  the  dying  perfon, 
and  the  fighs  and  groans  of  the  furviving  parents  or  near 
friends,  who  mourned  without  hope.  Idolatry  J  there  were 

no 

*  Wood’s  profpefl. 

i~  They  fuppoied  the  fouls  of  all  great  and  good  men  and  women 
went  away  to  the  fouth-wefi.  A  fouth-weit  wind  ordinarily  makes 
fair  pleafant  weather.  In  the  Ipring  and  fummer,  near  the  fea,  in 
the  afternoon  it  frequently  fucceeds  a  raw  wind  from  the  fomh  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  blowing  from  the  fea  all  the  forenoon.  In  the  country  from 
whence  this  pleafant  wind  came,  they  concluded  the  divinity  would 
chufe  to  refide.  R.  Williams .  This  agrees  exactly  with  the  Accounts 
the  fir  ft  Eafc  India  voyagers  give  of  the  Japanefe.  * 

X  Amongft  Mr.  Eliot’s  manufertpts  1  found  the  following  ftory. 
“  This  fpring  time  in  the  year  1653,  being  fundry  days  at  Pau- 
tucket,  and  fpending  a  fabbath  among  them,  there  was  a  woman 
at  the  meeting  who  had  a  fmall  bright  brafs  image  of  a  man  about 
her  neck,  hanging  by  a  firing  fattened  about  the  neck  of  the  image, 
I  obferved  it,  but  thought  little  of  it ;  afterwards  when  I  thought 
t6  have  gone  away,  rny  horfe  had  run  and  gone  homeward,  as 
they  found  by  his  foiling,  whereupon  I  fent  fome  after  my 
horfe,  and  purpofed  to  have  gone  on  foot  after  till  they  met  me 
with  my  horfe.  Many  being  gathered  together  to  take  leave 
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no  figns  of  among  them.  They  acknowledged  a  God, 
whom  they  mentioned  by  the  word  Ketan  •,  he  gave  them 
rain  in  time  of  drought,  and  fair  weather  after  great  rains. 
Upon  him  they  had  their  firft  dependence  for  recovery 
from  ficknefs,  but  if  he  failed  them  they  applied  to  their 
powows,  which,  it  is  moft  likely,  brought  upon  them  the 

charge 

of  me,  among  the  reft  there  was  that  woman  with  an  image  about 
her  neck  ;  l  afked  her  why  fhe  wore  it  there,  fhe  roundly  and 
readily  anfwered  rne,  I  pray  unto  it.  Why,  fays  I,  do  you  account 
that  to  be  your  God  ?  She  as  readily  anfwered  me  .yes.  At  which 
I  marvelled,  having  never  feen  the  like  before  at  any  place  I  ever 
came  to.  I  therefore  declared  to  her  and  to  the  company  about 
us  the  greatnefs  of  the  fin  of  idolatry.  I  urged  th.e  fecond  com¬ 
mandment.  I  fhewed  how  much  idols  fhould  be  demolifhed.  I 
defired  her  to  give  it  to  me  that  I  might  demolifh  it,  but  fhe  re- 
fufed.  I  offered  her  half  a  crown  for  it,  but  fhe  was  not  willing. 
Perceiving  it  was  tied  with  a  riding  knot,  I  flipped  the  knot  and 
flipped  off  the  image  ;  then  fire  fwelled  with  anger  and  cried. 

I  prefently  gave  her  half  a  crown,  which  fhe  took  but  was  not  pa¬ 
cified.  I  told  the  company,  the  firft  pond  I  came  to  I  would  ca ft 
it  in.  When  I  departed,  the  woman  girt  up  her  loins  and  ran  after 
me  ;  when  I  perceived  it,  f  afked  her  whither  fire  went,  fhe  an¬ 
fwered,  whither  I  went,  and  fhe  would  not  leave  me  fo  long  as  I 
had  her  God  about  me.  It  began  to  rain,  which  was  forne  dis¬ 
couragement  to  my  going  forward  ;  then  I  confidered  that  this 
aci  of  mine,  in  taking  away  and  abolifhing  the  idol,  was  neither  fo 
proper  nor  fo  valid  as  it  would  be  if  the  rulers  and  fachems  fhould 
do  it.— -I  refolved  to  return,  and  did  fo  and  the  woman  after  me. 
When  I  came  to  the  wigwam,  there  being  four  fachems  prefent 
which  prayed  to  God,  I  defired  them  all  to  come  together.  Being 
come,  I  told  them  that  feeing  the  rain  had  driven  me  back,  God 
would  not  have  me  yet  to  go,  but  fomewhat  elfe  is  to  be  done 
about  this  idol  and  the  fin  of  idolatry,  and  becaufe  the  woman 
is  not  content  with  what  I  have  done  I  do  commit  the  matter  and 
the  idol  unto  you  to  judge.  So  I  laid  it  upon  the  ground  before 
them  where  they  fat,  and  went  to  confer  with  the  company. 
When  they  had  fat  about  half  an  hour  in  con/ultation,  they  de¬ 
fired  the  companyr  to  come  before  them,  which  they  did.  They 
faid  they  had  agreed  upon  their  judgments,  ift,  That  the  aft  in 
taking  away  the  idol  was  well  done.  2dly,  That  one  man  fhould 
be  appointed  to  demolifh  the  idol,  and  three  others  for  witneffes 
that  it  was  dene.  3dly,  They  adjudged  the  idolatrefs  to  be  a  great 
iinner,  yet  as  it  was  the  firft  time,  and  flie  had  done  it  ignorantly, 
therefore  they  would  fpare  her,  yet  they  did  all  one  after  another 
repTove  her  very  folemnly.  After  execution  was  done  upon  the 

idol, 
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t?iar?vL  °h  yor^'ipping  Devi!.  The  powows  the 
Engiifli  called  their  prierts.  We  have  many  idle  ftories  of 

the  intertourfe  they  had  with  the  Devil.  Their  craft  was 
in  danger  from  the  preachers  of  the  gofpel,  who  condemned 
their  cheats  and  juggles  as  diabolical,  and  they  were  great 
oppoiers  of  the  gofpel,  and  threatned  the  new  converts  with 
death  and  deftru&ion,  and  many  were  fo  intimidated  that 
the  powows  were  fuppofed  to  have  fafcinated  or  be¬ 
witched  them.  Paflaconaway,  a  great  fagamore  upon 
Merrimack  river,  was  the  moft  celebrated  powow  in  the 
country.  He  made  the  Indians  believe  ftrange  things  ; 
that  he  could  make  water  burn,  rocks  move  and  trees  dance, 
and  metamorphoie  himfelf  into  a  flaming  man ;  that  in  win¬ 
ter  he  could  raile  a  green  leal  out  of  the  afhes  of  a  dry  one, 
and  pioduce  a  living  inake  trom  the  (kin  of  a  dead  one~f\ 

luol,  one  declared  that  he  underhood  there  were  fome  more  idols 
like  to  that,  in  other  houfes.  I  requelled  the  fachems  to  fend  for 
thole  alfo.  The  officer  or  conflable  went  v/ell  guarded,  and  pre- 
fently  brought  a  bright  brafs  image  or  feraphim  with  his  wino-s 
Ipread,  to  the  fachems,  who  prefently  palled  the  fame  judgment 
they  had  done  upon  the  former,  and  it  was  executed  accordingly. 

-  1  alked,  how  it  fhould  come  to  pafs  that  there  Ihould  be  fuch 
idolatry  here,  and  in  no  place  elfe  that  I  had  heard  of.  They 
rendered  this  reafon.  That  being  the  moll  northerly  place  that  I 
retort  to,  fome  ol  thofe  Indians  have  commerce  with  the  Indians 
that  are  yet  more  northerly,  who  have  commerce  with  thofe 
whom  tne.  French  tea  h  to  pray  to  fuch  idols,  therefore  they 
think  the  idols  and  idolatry  come  from  them. 

The  Oqui  of  the  Algonquins,  or  French  Indians,  was  the  fame  with 
the  powow  of  the  Englilh  Indians.  Champlain  fays,  that  what 
caufed  it  to  be  fuppofed  they  intended  the  Devil,  was  that  when 
they  faw  a  man  do  any  thing  extraordinary,  or  have  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  qualities,  as  a  brave  warrior,  or  a  furious  fellow  to  the 
degree  of  madnefs,  they  called  him  Oqui.  That  fome  of  thefe 
Oqui  s  undei took  to  heal  the  lick,  cure  the  wounded,  and  to  fore¬ 
tell  future  events.  The  Oqui’s  perfuaded  the  fick  to  caufe  feafts 
to  be  made  that  they  might  have  a  lhare  in  them,  and  to  perform 
many  ceremonies  in  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  cure.  Sometimes  the  phy¬ 
sician  acquired  reputation  by  the  fudden  refloration  of  the  patient, 
.but  if  they  were  very  ill  the  horrid  noife  and  dillurbance  the  Oqui 
made,  was  much  more  likely  to  kill  than  cure. 

f  They  had  a  tradition  that  a  crow  brought  the  hr  11  grain  of  In¬ 
dian- 
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Whem  the  powow  was  fent  for  in  any  malady,  after 


a  hideous  bellowing  and  groaning,  he  made  a  flop,  and  all 
the  auditors  with  one  voice  uttered  a  fhort  note,  and  then 
the  powow  renewed  his  roaring,  fmiting  his  naked  bread 
and  thighs,  and  jumping  about  until  he  foamed  at  the 
mouth.  The  patients  were  frequently  cured  of  imagi¬ 
nary  diftempers,  by  thefe  ridiculous  pranks,  and  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  recovery  worked  upon  the  credulity  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  fo  far  as  to  make  them  to  fuppofe  the  powows  could 
heal  them  and  poifon  them  when  they  pleated.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  the  eafieft,  and  it  is' not  unlikely  that  they  had 
enough  of  the  Devil  in  them  to  do  it,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  fraud  and  raife  their  characters.  Thefe  poor  deluded 
creatures  were  foon  convinced  that  the  En&lifh  medicines 
had  a  healing  virtue  beyond  all  the  charms  of  the  powows 
1  here  is  a  noted  inftance  of  Mr.  Window,  the  governor 
of  Flimouth,  his  reviving  old  Maffafoiet,  by  the  help  of  a 
dofe  of  Mithridate,  when  given  over  by  his  own  phyficians. 
Mr.  Mayhew  vifuing  the  fon  of  Towanquatrick,  a  Saga¬ 
more  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
whom  the  powows  pronounced  a  dead  man,  let  him  blood 


and  he  foon  recovered^*.  Many  of  the  powows  became 
converts  to  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Mayhew;  among  the  reft. 


PaiTaconnaway,  the  Sagamore  already  mentioned.  Some  of 
the  converts  gave  this  account,  cc  that  when  any  of  the 
Indians  fell  into  a  ftrange  dream,  wherein  Chepian  ap~ 

dian  corn,  and  although  thrs  bird  often  robbed  their  fields,  not  one 
Indian  in  an  hundred  would  kill  them.  R .  Williams . 

*  “I  find,  by  God’s  bl  effing  on  fjrne  means  ufed  in  phyfick  and 
chirurgery,^  they  are  already  convinced  of  the  folly  of  powowing, 
and  are  eafily  perfuaded  to  give  it  over,  as  a  finful  and  diabolical 
practice.”  Mr.  Eliott’s  letter,  Nov.  12,  *648. 

f  Their  fvveatings  in  their  hot  houfes  was  a  more  rational  remedy* 
than  the  powowing.  By  thefe  they  are  faid  to  have  eafily  got  rid 
of  the  French  dileafe.  1  he  Six  Nations  make  ufe  of  a  plant, which 
they  pretend  is  a  fpecific  for  that  diftemper,  but  make  a  fecret  of  it. 
I  will  mention  an  inftance  of  their  fagacity.  Obferving  that  the 
mufquafh  fed  freely  upon  the  hemlock  without  hurt,  they  took 
out  the  ftomach  o*  the  animal,  dried  and  pulverized  it,  and  pave 
it  to  their  children  who  had  eaten  of  the  plant,  and  found  it  to  be 
an  antidote  for  the  poifon. 
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pearej  unto  them  as  a  ferpent,  the  next  day  they  tell 
“  the  °ther  Indians  of  it,  and,  for  two  days  after,  the  reft 
or  the  Indians  dance  and  rejoice  for  what  they  tell  them 
about  this  feipent,  and  (o  they  become  their  powows.” 
Being  afked  what  thefe  powows  do,  and  what  ufe  they 
ai  e  of,  they  find,  6  their  principal  employment  was  to  cure 
“  the  fick,  by  certain  odd  geftures  and  beating  themfelves, 
“  and  then  they  fhall  pull  out  the  ficknefs  by  applyino-  their 
“  hands  to  the  fick  perlon,  and  fo  blow  it  away.”  °  This 
account  was  given  to  Mr.  Eliot,  who  made  this  inference, 
“  fo  that  their  powows  are  great  witches,  having  feliowlhip 
“  with  the  old  Serpent,  to  whom  they  pray,  and  by  whole 
“  means  they  heal  fick  perfons,”  &c.  Some  of  them  were 
jl,gglers>  and  without  arriving  to  any  great  degree  of  per¬ 
fection,  they  might  raife  the  admiration  of  the  generality 
of  then  biOckifh  countrymen.  However,  the  contempo¬ 
raries  of  the  aboriginals  all  fay,  that,  befides  the  Ketan,  or 
their  good  fpirit,  they  had  fome  notion  of  an  evil  fpirit, 
which  is  fometimes  called  Chepian,  but  generally  Abamo- 
cho  *,  lord  of  thofe  infernal  regions  to  which  they  con- 
figned  their  enemies.  Mr.  Mayhew,  in  a  letter  dated  in 
1650,  relates  a  converfation  between  Hiacoomes  a  chriftian 
Indian,  and  Myoxco,  a  chief  man  of  a  place  at  the  Vine¬ 
yard.  Myoxco  demanded  how  many  Godsf  the  Enghih 

*  “  I  he  Indians  who  had  never  feen  any  man  blacker  than 
themfelves,  happened  to  fpy  a  Negro  a  top  of  a  tree  who  had  loft 
I)is  way,  i*in  to  tne  next  plantation  to  inform  the  EnrIifh  that 
they  had  feen  Abamocho,  and  to  intreat  their  alfiflance  To  conjure 
him  down.  The  Englifh  went  out  and  found  the  poor  wandering 
biack  and  conduced  him  to  his  maker.”  Wood.  b 

Query,  Whether  it  was  not  as  natural  for  them  to  have  taken  the 
frit  white  man  they  faw  for  Abamocho,  as  the  firft  black,  their 
own  colour  being  a  medium  between  both. 

f  Mr.  Eliot,  in  tranflating  the  bible,  could  find  no  Indian  word 
for  God.  In  the  prayers  and  fermons  made  by  the  Indians  in  their 
own  language,  they  have  been  taught  to  ufe  the  word  Jehovah, 
or  the  Englifh  words  God  or  Lord.  R.  Williams  ufes  the  Indian 
word  Manitooy  by  which  word  they  feem  rather  to  have  exprefied 
their  admiration  at  any  thing  which  excelled,  whether  animate  or 
inanimate, 

worfliipped, 


worfhipped^  and  being  anfwered,  one,  he  reckoned  up 
about  37  principal  gods  he  had.;  and  lhall  I,  faid  he, 
throw  away  thefe  37  gods  for  one?* 

The  Indians  of  Canada,  according  to  Charlevoix,  had 
an  infinite  number  of  genii,  or  fubaltern  fpirits,  good  and 
bad,  who  had  their  particular  worfhip.  Very  circum- 
ftantial  accounts  have  been  publiihed,  by  the  French 
writers,  of  the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  nor¬ 
thern  Indians,  their  feafts  and  faffs,  their  priefts,  and  even 
their  nuns  or  veflal  virgins;  which  accounts  have  either 
been  too  eafily  received,  or  elfe  the  northern  differed 
much  from  the  more  fouthern  Indians,  who,  at  beff,  gave 
themfelves  but  little  concern  upon  any  point  of  religion. 
A  deep  enquiry  into  futurity  could  not  confiff  with  that 
indolent  {fate  of  mind,  which  they  made  the  fummit  of  all 
happinefs.  An  Indian  convert  difcourfing  with  Woofama- 
quin,  the  great  Sachem,  he  enquired  of  the  convert,  what 
worldly  good  things  he  had  gained  by  his  new  religion  ; 
and  not  receiving  a  fatisfadfory  anfwer,  gave  himfclf  no 
further  thought  about  it.  Mr.  Mayhew  f  fays,  that  upon 
the  fir  ft  propolals  of  religion  to  them,  they  generally  made 
thefe  three  enquiries.  1.  What  earthly  riches  they  fhould 

*  Roger  Williams  fays  that  when  they  faw  one  man  excell 
others  in  wifdom,  valour,  drength,  Stc.  they  would  cry  out,  he 
is  a  god.  And  when  they  heard  of  the  Engiifh  fhips,  houfes,  and 
manner  of  plowing  their  fields,  they  pronounced  that  they  were 
gods.  By  their  eaftern,  weftern,  fouthern,  and  northern  gods, 
which  the  fame  author  fpeaks  of,  they  probably  intended  no  more 
than  the  chief  fagamores  of  the  feveral  places  to  which  fouls 
went.  This  is  very  confident  with  the  grofs  notions  they  had  of  a 
future  date. 

I  began  to  fufpeft,  from  this  indance  of  plurality  of  gods,  fome- 
thing  like  the  mythology  of  the  ancients.  Romulus  in  ccclo  cum  d'lis 
agit  tewum.  Cic.  But  I  have  nowhere  met  with  any  evidence  of 
their  making  any  of  their  deceafed  heroes  the  objects  of  their  religious 
worfhip,  nor  fo  much  as  preferving  the  remembrance  of  their  names ; 
and  it  is  probable  the  Indian  run  over  a  number  of  names  to  impofe 
upon  Mr.  Mayhew,  or  to  get  rid  of  his  importunity,  and  that,  from 
this  authority  only,  other  writers  have  mentioned  a  plurality  of 
Gods.  *; 

f  His  letter  to  the  corporation,  1650. 

H  h  get. 
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get.  2.  What  approbation  they  fhould  have  from  other 
iagamores  and  governors.  3.  How  they  fhould  come  off 
iiom  the  powows*. 

Many  people  pleafed  themfelves  with  a  conjecture,  that 
the  Indians  in  America  were  the  defendants  of  the  ten 
tribes  of  Ifrael.  There  was  as  little  affinity  between  the 
Indian  and  the  Hebrew  language,  as  between  the  languages 
of  any  two  nations  upon  the  earth,  and  the  New-England 
Indians  had  no  one  cuftom  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites,  except 
that  of  the  feparation  of  the  women  on  certain  occafions. 
*  This  cuftom  obtained  among  mod  of  the  nations  upon  the 
continent.  The  French  fpeak  of  others,  viz.  that,  at  cer¬ 
tain  repafts,  they  never  make  ufe  of  knives  ;  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  they  ever  had  any  to  ufe,  on  any  occafion,  until  they 
were  brought  to  them  from  Europe  *,  they  called  the  iirft 
Engliffi  knifemen :  That  they  never  break  the  bones  of 
the  beafts  they  eat,  and  that,  in  fome  of  their  fongs,  you 
may  difti-nguifh  the  word  Hallelujah.  One  Capt.  Crom¬ 
well,  a  rich  bucanier,  who  died  at  Bofton  about  1646, 
allured  governor  Dudley,  that  he  had  feen  Indians  to  the 
Southward  circumciled.  This  increafed  the  faith  of  manyf. 
The  authors  of  the  univerfal  hiftory  feem  to  have  as  little 
grounds  for  the  conjecture,  that  the  Indians  are  the  pofte- 
rity  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  and  thatMaffachufets,  a  com¬ 
pound  Indian  word,  might  be  derived  from  Mafagetes. 


R.  Williams  fays  that  when  he  had  difcourfed  of  the  creation, 
ol  the  foul,  of  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  favingof  it,  they  affented; 
but  when  he  fpake  of  the  refurredtion  of  the  body,  they  cried  out, 

we  will  never  believe  this. 

f  Their  greafing  their  hair  is  called,  by  R.  Williams,  anoint¬ 
ing  their  heads. 

o 

They  are  faid  to  call  the  feven  liars  the  Bear.  This  would 
be  very  ftrange,  if  there  was  any  evidence  of  their  calling  them 
fb,  when  the  iirft  European  arrived.  So  remarkable  a  conftella- 
tion  nut  ft  have  been  always  diilinguiftied  by  them.  A  Bear 
being  fo  common  an  animal  with  them,  they  probably  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  name  of  the  contlellation  being  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  animal,  from  their  moil  early  converfe  with  the  Engliih 
or  French 

Our. 
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Our  anceftors  attempted  to  account  for  the  fir  ft  peo¬ 
pling  America,  confident  with  the  facred  hiftory  of  the 
creation,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  fame 
uncertainty*  as  all  others  have  done  who  have  fince  made 
the  like  attempt. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  from  Pifcataqua  to  Con- 
jnedticut,  was  fo  nearly  the  fame,  that  they  could  tolerably 
well  converfe  together.  It  was  obferved,  that  without  the 
greateft  difficulty,  they  could  not  be  brought  to  pronounce 
the  letters  L  or  R.  For  Lobder,  they  faid  Nobdan.  The 
Tarrenteens  founded  the  R  eafily.  Labials  they  ufcd  with 
freedom.  It  is  obferved  of  the  wedern  Indians,  particu¬ 
larly  the  fix  nations,  that  they  have  no  labials  in  all  their 
language,  and  they  and  the  Nipnets,  who  lived  little  more 
than  100  miles  from  them,  could  not  better  underdand 
one  another  than  the  Englifn  and  Chinefe. 

At  the  beginning,  our  planters  promifed  themfelves 
great  things  from  the  foil,  and  imagined  they  were  rich, 
having  the  property  of  lo  great  an  extent  of  territory. 
The  general  court  allowed  no  more  than  2 00 acres  of  land, 
in  the  Hrft  dividend,  for  50  pounds  fterling  advanced  for  the 
plantation.  Mr.  Johnfon,  in  a  will  made  in  1629,  fuppofes 
his  iritereft,  as  a  proprietor,  worth  fix  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling*,  but  many  years  hadnot  pafled,  before  an  ingenious 
writer  f  observed,  that  the  planters  had  found,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  that  their  improved  lands  were  of  no  greater  value 
(in  many  places  not  fo  great;  than  the  laboured  expence 
in  fubduing  them.  Several  accounts  of  the  opinions,  which 
at  did  p^ evaded,  both  of  tae  foil  and  climate,  have  been 
preferved.  Wood,  a  writer  of  a  fertile  imagination,  who 
lived  in  the  country  four  years,  which,  from  feme  padages 
in  his  bidory,  appear  to  have  been  before  the  year  1636,  or 
the  Fequod  war,  rays, (c  X  he  foil  is,  for  the  general,  a  warm 


In  1716,  feveral  gentlemen  joined  in  the  purchafe  of  abac 
500,000  acres  of  .land  in  the  eaftern  country,  called  the  Peiepfcp 
purchafe.  1  he  whole  consideration  was  no  more  than  about  on- 
hundred  pounds  fteriinp-,  Douzla/s. 
f  Mr.  Hubbard.  " 


H  h 


kin 


4go  THE  HISTORY  OF 

^  kind  of  earth,  there  being  little  cold  fpewing  land,  no 
moorifh  fenns,  no  quagmires,  the  loweft  grounds  be  the 
“  marflies,  over  which,  every  full  and  change,  the  fea flows; 

thefe  marflies  be  rich  ground  and  bring  plenty  of  hay, 
tc  of  which  the  cattle  feed,  and  like  as  it  they  were  fed 
with  the  bed  up-land  hay  in  New-England  *,  of  which 
likewife  there  is  great  ftore,  which  grows  commonly  be- 
“  tween  the  marflies  and  the  woods.  This  meadow  ground 
“  lies  higher  than  the  marlhes,  whereby  it  is  freed  from 
“  the  overflowing  of  the  feas,  and  befides  this,  in  many 
Ci  places  where  the  trees  grow 'thin,  there  is  good  fodder 
44  to  be  got  amongft  the  woods.  There  be  likewife  indi- 
“  vers  places  near  the  plantations  great  broad  meadows, 
“  wherein  grow  neither  flirub  nor  tree,  lying  low,  in  which 
“  places  grows  as  much  grafs  as  may  be  thrown  out  with 
a  Icy th,  thick  and  long,  as  high  as  a  man’s  middle,  fome 
<c  as  high  as  the  fhoulders^  fo  that  a  good  mower  may  cut 
<c  three  load  in  a  day.  Many  object  this  is  but  coarfe  fod- 
der.  True  it  is,  that  it  is  not  fo  fine  to  the  eye  as 
*c  Engiifh  grafs,  but,  being  made  into  hay,  the  cattle  eat 
c‘  it  as  well  as  lea  hay,  and  like  as  well  with  it.  The  word 
“  that  can  be  laid  againd  the  meadow  grounds  is,  that 
^  there  is  but  little  edifh  or  after  padure,  which  may  pro- 
“  ceed  from  the  late  mowing,  more  than  any  thing  el  fef. 

/  “  For 

*  ***' 

*  This  account  is  much  too  favorable.  Take  the  faltmarfh  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  country,  one  acre  with  another  will  not 
produce  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  load  of  hay.  Cattle,  remote 
from  the  fea,  mult  have  fait,  and  a  little  fait  hay  would  undoubtedly 
be  grateful,  and  black  cattle  and  horfes  and  Iheep  may  be  kept 
alive  through  the  winter  with  fait  hay,  but  all  creatures  prefer  Eng¬ 
iifh  hay  when  ,they  can  have  both.  The  natural  upland  grafs  of  the 
country  commonly  called  Indian  grafs,  is  poor  fodder,  perhaps  not 
better,  if  fo  good  as  barley  ftraw. 

f  I  conclude,  from  this  account,  that  they  had  then  no  hay  of 
Englilh  grafs.  Land  of  a  tolerable  quality,  where  Engiifh  grafs, 
a  name  given  to  all  imported  grades,  has  been  mowed,  we  now 
find  by  experience,  will  afford  after  feed  until  the  fevere  frofh 
burn  the  grafs  and  caufe  it  to  wither.  It  has  been  made  a 
qffeffion,  whether  the  feed  of  the  white  clover  is  not  in  the  earth 
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“  For  the  more  upland  grounds,  there  be  different  kinds, 
“  in  fome  places  clay,  home  gravel,  fome  a  red  fand,  all 
“  which  are  covered  with  a  black  mould,  in  fome  places 
“  a  foot  deep,  in  others  not  fo  much.  Such  is  the  rank- 
“  nets*  of  the  ground,  that  it  muft  be  fown  the  firft  year 
“  with  Indian  corn,  which  is  a  foaking  grain,  before  ic 
“  will  be  fit  co  receive  Englifh  feed.  For  the  natural  foil. 


in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  our  farmers  affirm,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  fad,  that  n  they  orcak  up  new  ground  in  the 
woods,  where  no  dung  has  ever  been  fpread,  and  lay  it  down 
the  next  or  the  fame  year,  and  give  it  a  thin  coat  of  alhes,  the 
white  honey  fuckie  comes  in  as  thick  as  if  the  feed  had  been  fown. 
borne  connoiffeurs  fay,  that  the  plant  and  flower  differ  from  the 
Englifli  honey  fuckie.  Alhes  will,  certainly,  in  fome  of  our  im¬ 
proved  lands,  bring  in  this  fort  of  grafs,  when  barn  dung,  or  fea 
manure,  will  bring  m  other  forts  of  Englifh  grafs  in  the  fame 
■  d.  n  the  other  hand,  in  travelling  the  woods  where  no  cattle 
has  been,  and  where  the  foil  has  been  fo  good  that  the  brakes 
and  tndian  grafs  have  been  four  or  five  feet  high,  1  have  fearched 
for  Englifh  grafs  without  being  able  to  find '  a  fpire  of  any  fort, 
borne  have  iuppofed  that  the  pigeons,  which  comedown  to  the 
plantations  m  infinite  numbers,  and  other  birds  of  paRa^e,  fcatter 
tne  feeds  in  their  dung  through  the  continent.  1  here  Is  a  tradi- 
t.on,  that  the  grafs  called  fowl  meadow  grafs,  which  is  fuperior  to 
any  other  grais  of  the  frefh  water  meadows,  was  firft  brought  to  the 
meadows  in  DeJiam,  by  a  large  flight  of  wild  fowls,  and  that 
irom  thence  the  grais  and  the  meadows,  where  it  was  firft  dif. 
coverid,  and  from  wh. nee  it  has  been  communicated  to  many  parts 
of  the  country  took  their  names.  I  do  not  find  the  obfervation 
any  where  made  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Englifh  fettlements, 
the  European  grais  came  into  ground  which  had  been  broke  up 
berore  any  feed  was  fown.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  probable 

•  ^e/een  j  °  aT  *a£  great  vanety  of  graffes,  difUnft  from  what 
is  called  wild  or  Indian  grafs  with  which  our  fields  abound,  was 
ever  imported  or  fown  among  us, 


.  Rather  the  roughnefs  of  the  ground.  The  Indian  corn  re¬ 
quiring  frequent  plowmgs,  what  are  now  called  horfe  hoeing-s,  be- 
lides  hoeing  and  hilling  by  hand,  the  land  is  pulverized,  and  thero 
wi  1  be  fine  tilth  neceffary  for  Englifh  grain  the  next  year.  Indian 
corn  is  like  wife  gathered  late,  alter  the  frofts  fet  in,  and,  if  the 
r0I"ft  "u  ,  n  W:U  tervled>  there  will  be  no  grafs  or  weeds  when  the 

i  .  j  r  up, in  the  fFing>  immediately  after  which  it  ihould  be 
ploughed  for  the  Englifh  grain.  , 

H  h  3  ‘i  i 
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“  I  prefer  it  before  the  counties  of  Surry  or  Middlefex, 
“  which,  if  they  were  riot  enriched  with  continual  manur- 
“  ings,  would  be  lefs  fertile  than  the  meaneil  grounds  in 
*'  New-Engiand  ;  wherefore,  it  is  not  impoffible,  nor 
“  much  improbable,  that,  upon  improvements,  the  foil 
“  may  be  as  good  in  time,  as  England.  If  any  man  doubt 
“  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  ground,  let  him  comfort  himfelf 
“  with  the  cheapnefs  of  it  ;  fuch  bad  End  in  England,  I 
*c  am  iure,  will  bring  in  ftore  of  good  money.  There  hath 
“  as  good  Englifh  corn  grown  there  as  can  be  defired, 
“  efpeciaily  rye,  oats  and  barley  ;  There  hath  been  no 
“  great  triabof  wheat  and  beans,  only  thus  much  I  affirm, 
“  that  chefs  cwo  grains  grow  well  in  gardens.’! 

This  author’s  account  of  the  country  is  not  unfavor¬ 
able.  An  anonymous  manufcript  which  was  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1637,  gives  us  a  diffe¬ 
rent  idea. 
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T  he  foil,  it  is,  for  the  natrue  of  it,  mixed ;  the  upland^ 
rather  participates  of  fand  than  clay,  yet  our  rye  likes  it 
not,  an  argument  it  is  both  cold  and  barren,  yet  I  find 
fome  of  it  manured  to  yield  fome  increafe,  but  not  to 
anfwer  expeblation  ;  the  low  lands  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
covered  with  underwoods,  the  foil,  which  is  a  mixture  of 
day  and  fin  1,  fee  ms  to  have  been  fattened  by  the  conti¬ 
nual  fall  of  leaves  from  the  trees  growing  thereon.  This 
foil  is  like  your  woodland  in  England,  beft  at  firft,  yet 
afterwards  growg  more  barren.  This  railed  the  report 
of  fo  rich  a  foil,  but  we*  that  came  after  found,  by  dear 
experience,  that  affedion,  not  judgment,  was  the  author 
of  it ;  for,  after  five  or  fix  years,  it  grows  barren  beyond 
belief;  and  whereas,  after  the  land  in  England  proves 
fertile  for  grafs,  this  y  ields  none  at  all,  but,  like  the  land 
about  Dunftable,  puts  on  the  face  of  winter  in  the  time 
of  fum mer.  i  do  believe,  that  if  we  had  marl,  lime,  or 
Gther  manure,  this  barrennds  might,  in  part,  be  cured. 


*  I  fuppofq  he  means  the  Maflbehufets  planters  who  came  after 
yjimouth  men, 

“  bur. 
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“  but,  as  yet,  we  are  deftitute  of  thefe  (applies.  The  na- 
tural  coldnefs  confutes  theopinion  of  thofe,  who  did  con- 
“  ceive  it  to  be  originally  fertile,  and  experience  confirms 
€c  this  to  be  true,  for  beans,  millet,  and  fitches  and  roots, 
which  delight  in  a  cold  foil,  profper  here  alike.  For 
<c  theprefent,  we  make  a  (Lift  to  live,  but  hereafter,  when 
6C  our  numbers  increale,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil  cloth 
4C  decreafe,  if  God  difcover  not  means  to  enrich  the  land, 
what  flhall  become  of  us  I  will  not  determine,  but,  it  is 
<c  probable,  we  mud  either  difband  ourfelves,  like 
beads  {heightened  in  their  pafture,  and  fo  be  liable  to 
cc  deftrudtion  from  the  natives  (I  mean  the  Pequods)  or  elfe, 
continuing  together,  be  made  the  fubjedt  of  fome  fearful 
“  famine  and  themifery  that  accompanieth  it.  Flay,  we 
have  here  of  the  low  lands,  fuch  as  it  is,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  inferior  in  goodnefs  to  our  reed  and  fedge  in 
<c  England,  for  it  is  fo  devoid  of  nutritive  vertue,  that  our 
46  beads  grow  loufy  with  feeding  upon  it,  and  are  much 
cc  out  of  heart  and  liking ;  befides,  it  breeds  among  them 
fundry  difeafes  which  we  know  not  how  to  cure.  Some 
have  learned  to  make  better  provifion,  by  burning  the 
&c  grafs  when  it  is  near  ripe,  and  fo  fuffering  a  new  crop  to 
<c  fpring  out  of  the  afhes  of  the  old.  This  they  cut  down, 

<c  before  it  be  half  ripe,  and  make  it  into  hay,  but  this 
cc  proves  like  your  after  meath  in  Old  England,  not  fit  to 
6C  labour  with,  yielding  a  faint  nourifhment,  which  brings 
u  our  cattle  fo  low,  and  many  times  to  difeafes  of  which 
66  they  hardly  ever  recover. 

A  gentlewoman*  a  few  years  after,  in  another  manu* 
fcript,  fends  the  following  account.  “  When  I  remember 
56  the  high  commendations  fome  have  given  of  the  place* 

“  and  find  it  inferior  to  the  reports,  I  have  thought  the 
cc  reafon  thereof  to  be  this,  that  they  wrote  furely  in 
“  ftrawberry  time. — When  I  have  thought  again  of  the 
66  mean  reports,  and  find  it  far  better  than  thofe  reports, 

“  I  have  fancied  the  eyes  of  the  writers  were  fo  fixed  on 
their  old  Englifh  chimney  tops,  that  the  fmoke  put  them 
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out.  The  air  of  the  country  is  fharp,  the  rocks  many, 
the  trees  innumerable,  the  grafs  little,  the  winter  cold, 
tne  fummer  hot,  the  gnats  in  fummer  biting,  the  wolves 
“  at  midnight  howling,  &c.  Look  upon  it,  as  it  hath  the 
means  oi  grace,  and,  if  you  p!  ale,  you  may  ca!l  it  a 
*  Canaan.-  I  perceive  fonie  among  you  have  imagined 
they  might  enlarge  their  eftstes  by  coming  here,  but  I 
am  fraught  that  great  men  muft  look  to  be  lofers,  unlefs 
c‘  they  reckon  that  gain  which,  by  the  glorious  means  of 
u  life,  comes  down  from  heaven.  Men  (by  what  I  hear) 
ot  your  rank  and  worth,  will  be  welcome  on  New- 
England’s  coafts  •,  he  only  can  advife  you  heft,  who  can 
**  lead  you  to  his  place,35  &c. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  whofe  manufcript  hiftory  was  wrote 
about  i68o,  could  make  a  better  judgment. 

C4  As  ior  the  foil,  it  is,  for  the  general,  more  mountain- 
•c  ous  and  hilly  than  otherwife,  and,  in  many  places,  very 
44  rocky  and  lull  oi  (tones,  yet  intermingled  with  many 
cc  plains  and  valleys,  fome  of  which  are  Tandy  and  inclinable 
cc  to  barrennefs,  efpecially  thofe  which  abound  with  pitch 
pines,  and  there  are  many  fuch,  aslikewife  many  fwamps 
or  boggy  places,  full  of  frnali  bullies  and  underwoods. 
66  But  here  and  there,  are  many  rich  and  fruitful  fpots  of 
*c  land,  fuch  as  they  call  interval  land,  in  level  and  cham- 
pain  grounds,  that  oftentimes  are  overflown  by  thechan- 
nels  oi  water  which  run  be  fide  them,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  enrich  the  foil  that  is  fo  watered*.  The  fatnefs  of 
^  the  earth  walked  by  the  rains,  and  melting  of  the  fnow 
from  the  furface  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  country, 

f  The  two  f?reat  rivers.  Connecticut  and  Hudfon’s  river,  are 

'  t  ^  «• 

iTioft  remarkable  for  large  trafts  of  t!  is  interval  land,  which  are  fo 
often  overflowed  as  to  need  no  other  manure,  the  waters  in  a  frefhet 
bringing  down  fo  much  muck  from  the  mountains,  like  the  waters 
pf  thq  Nile,  us  to  keep  the  ground  in  good  heart  to  bear  a  crop 
of  wheat  every  year.  Sometimes,  a  great  frefhet,  in  the  months 
of  tune  and  July,  is  prejudicial  to  the  crops  upon  the  mowing 
and  pa  flu  re  land,  for  that  feafonv  making  the  grafs  foul  and  dif 
agreeable  to  the  cattle, 

t  -  ®  W  *  '  r  4  «  ,  r  I 
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<c  being,  by  thofe  floods,  caft  upon  the  levels  which  lie  by  the 
Tides  of  thofe  greater  ftreams.  In  many  fuch  places,  their 
land  hath  been  known  to  be  fown  or  planted  full  forty 
years  together,  without  any  confiderable  abatement  of 
ct  the  crop,  never  failing  of  thirty  or  forty  bufhels  per  acre. 
“  But  for  the  generality  of  the  foil,  it  is  of  a  lighter  fore 
46  of  earth,  whofe  fruitfulnefs  is  more  beholden  to  the  in- 
fluenceof  the  heavens,  advantage  of  the  feafon,  fkill  and 
induftry  of  the  tiller,  than  to  the  ftrength  of  its  own 
temper.  Such  as  came  hither  firfl:  upon  difcovery, 
chanced  to  be  here  in  the  firfl  part  of  the  iummer, 
when  the  earth  was  newly  adorned  with  its  beft  attire 
of  herbs  and  flowers,  flourifhing  with  fuch  early  fruits 
as  weather  beaten  travellers  are  wont  to  refrefh  them- 
feiveswith  beholding;  a§  ftrawberries,  goofeberries,  raf- 
berries,  cherries,  and  whorts,  as  they  obferved  who 
firfl  landed  about  Martha’s  Vineyard,  from  whence  they 
pro  mi  fed  themfelves  and  their  fucceffors  a  very  flounfli- 
ing  country,  as  they  did  who  landed  firfl  upon  the  coaft 
of  Florida.  All  forts  of  grain  fown  in  the  fpri  ng,  are 
found  to  grow  pretty  naturally  here.  The  cold  oft¬ 
-times  proves  fo  extream,  as  to  kill  that  which  is  com- 
—  mitted  to  the  around  before  winter**'5  From  thefe 
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*  Our  farmers,  by  fowing  their  feed  early,  the  ground  being 
prepared  in  ridges  to  throw  off  the  rains  and  melting  fnows,  rail's 
winter  wheat  and  rye  with  good  fuccefs.  The  great  difeourage- 
i  has  been  the  blah.  An  idle  opinion  obtained  among  the 

vulgar,  that  fin ce  the  execution  of  the  Quakers,  about  a  century 
paft,  wheat  has  always  blafted.  Generally,  between  the  fir  it 
and  the  tenth  of  July,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  dew, 
called  the  honey  dew,  falling  upon  the  wheat  (the  morning  after 
being  hot  and  calm)  caufes  the  rufl  or  blaft.  Ordinarily,  if  the 
wheat  be  fown  early,  it  will  be  fo  forward.,  by  this  time,  that  the 
grain  will  not  faffer  by  it.  The  fpring  or  fummer  grain,  being 
later  before  it  is  ripe,  is,  in  general,  the  molt  expofed.  Sir  Henry 
JF rankland,  feveral  years  ago,  imported  from  Lifhon  the  deed  of  fum- 
mer  wheat,  v/hich  ripens  there  in  twelve  weeks,  and  the  flower 
it  i§  in  great  efteem.  This  fort  has  been  lefs  fubjeft  to  blait  than 
any  other.  It  ripens  in  the  Maffachufets  about  16  weeks  front 
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feveral  accounts,  fome  judgment  may  be  made  of  the  opi¬ 
nion  our  forefathers  had  formed  of  the  country.  Expe¬ 
rience  convinced  many  of  them,  that  the  value  of  the  land 
when  cleared,  would  make  but  poor  wages  for  their  labor 
in  clearing  it.  It  is  a  happy  thing,  that  a  fondnefs  for 
freeholds  totranfmit  to  pofterity,  with  privileges  annexed 
to  them,  excited  fo  many  of  the  firft  planters  of  America 
to  hard  labor,  and  fupported  them  under  hard  fare.  A 
great  part  of  this  vaft  continent,  filled  with  wild  beafts  and 
lavage  men  fcarcely  fuperior  to  them,  now  affords  the 
necelfaries  and  conveniences  of  a  civilized  life,  equal  to  the 
like  tradts  of  improved  country  in  other  parts  of  the 
globe.  Hiftory  affords  us  no  inftance  of  fo  great  im¬ 
provements  in  fo  flhort  a  time.  The  fame  paffion  ftill 
continues,  and  affords  a  profped  of  the  like  happy  effedt 
for  ages  yet  to  come. 

A  natural  hiftory  of  the  country  will  afiord  a  volume 
of  itfelf,  and  it  is  a  work  much  wanted,  and  would  enter¬ 
tain  the  curious.  The  botanical  part  would  be  very  ufe- 
ful.  I  have  not  leifure,  and  if  I  had,  I  have  not  a  genius 
for  fuch  an  undertaking.  I  wifh  fome  perfon,  who  ha$ 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  would  undertake  it. 


*** 


appendix 


(  487  ) 


appendix. 


NUMBER  I. 


The  hvmbleReqveft  of  his  Majefdes  loyallSubjeft 


the  G-overnour  and  the  Company  late  gone  for 
New-England;  to  the  reft  of  their  Brethren  in 
and  of  the  Church  of  England. 


Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 


TH  E  generall  rumour  of  this  folemne  enterprife, 
wherein  ourfelves  with  others,  through  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  the  Almightie,  are  engaged,  as  it  may* 
fpare  us  the  labour  of  imparting  our  occafion  unto  you,  fa. 
it  gives  us  the  more  incauragement  to  {Lengthen  ourfelves 
by  the  procurement  of  the  prayers  and  blefiings  of  the 
Lord’s  faithful  fervants :  For  which  end  wee  are  bold  to 
have  recourfe  unto  you,  as  thofe  whom  God  hath  placed 
neareft  his  throne  of  mercy  •,  which  as  it  affords  you  the 
more  opportunide,  fo  it  impofeth  the  greater  bond  upon 
you  to  intercede  for  his  people  in  all  their  ftraights ;  we 
befeech  you  therefore  by  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  Jesvs 
to  confider  us  as  your  Brethren,  ftanding  in  very  great 
need  of  your  helpe,  and  earneftly  imploring  it.  And  how- 
foever  your  charitie  may  have  met  with  fome  occafion  of 
diicouragement  through  the  mifrepoi  t  of  our  intent  ons, 
or  through  the  difaffedtion,  or  indifcretion,  of  fome  of  us, 
or  rather  amongft  us :  for  wee  are  not  of  thofe  that 
dreame  or  perfection  in  this  world  ;  yet  we  defire  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  the  principals,  and 
body  of  our  company,  as  thofe  who  efteeme  it  our  honour 
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(deare  Mother,  and  cannot  part  from  our  native  eountrie, 
where  the  fpecially  refideth,  without  much  fadnefs  of  heart,’ 
and  many  tears  in  our  eyts,  ever  acknowledging  that  fuch 
hope  and  part  as  we  have  obtained  in  the  common  falva- 
tion,  we  have  received  in  her  bofome,  and  fuckt  it  from 
her  breads :  wee  leave  it  not  therefore,  as  loathing  that- 
milk  wherewith  we  were  nourished  there,  but  bleffing  God 
for  the  parentage  and  education,  as  members  of  the  fame 
body,  (hall  alwayes  rejoice  in  her  good,  and  unfainedly 
grieve  for  any  forrow  that  lhall  ever  betide  her,  and  while 
we  have  breath,  fyncerely  defire  and  indeavour  the  conti- 
\  nuance  and  abundance  of  her  welfare,  with  the  inlargement 
1  of  her  bounds  in  the  kingdpme  of  Christ  Jesvs. 

Be  pleafed  therefore  Reverend  Fathers  &  Brethren 
to  helpe  forward  this  worke  now  in  hand  ;  which  if  it 
prosper,  you  lhall  bee  the  more  glorious,  how'foever  your 
judgment  ;s  with  the  Lord,  and  your  reward  with  your 
God.  It  is  an  ufuall  and  laudable  exercife  of  your  charity, 
to  recommend  to  the  prayers  of  your  congregations  the 
neceffities  and  ftraights  of  your  private  neighbours  :  Doe 
the  like  for  a  Church  fpringing  out  of  your  owne  bowels. 
'Wee  conceive  much  hope  that  this  remembrance  of  us, 
if  it  be  frequent  and  fervent,  will  bee  a  molt  profperous 
gale  in  our  failes,  and  prouide  fuch  a  pafiage  and  wel¬ 
come  for  us,  from  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  as  both 
we  which  fliall  finde  it,  and  yourielves,  with  the  reft  of  our 
friends,  who  fhal!  heare  of  it,  lhall  be  much  inlarged  to 
bring  in  fuch  daily  returnes  of  thanksgivings,  as  the 
fpecialties  of  his  Providence  and  Goodnes  may  juftly 
challenge  at  all  our  hands.  You  are  not  ignorant,  that  the 
Spirt  of  God  ftirred  up  the  Apoftle  Paul  to  make  conti- 
nuall  mention  of  the  Church  of  Philippi  (which  was  a 
Colonie  ol  Rome)  let  the  fame  Spirit,  vvebeieech  you,  put 
you  in  mind,  that  are  the  Lord’s  Remembrancers,  to  pray 
for  us  without  ceafing  (who  are  a  weake  Colony  from 
vourfelves)  making  continual!  tequeft  for  as  to  Gop  in 
ail  your  prayers, 

What 
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What  we  intreat  of  you  that  are  the  minifters  of  God, 
that  we  crave  at  the  hands  of  all  the  reft  of  our  Brethren, 
that  they  would  at  no  time  forget  us  in  their  private  feli¬ 
citations  at  the  throne  of  Grace. 

If  any  there  be,  who  through  want  of  cleare  intelli¬ 
gence  of  our  courfe,  or  tendernefies  of  affedion  towards 
us,  cannot  conceive  fo  well  of  our  way  as  we  could  defire, 
we  would  intreat  fuch  not  to  defpife  us,  nor  to  defert  us  in 
their  prayers  and  affections,  but  to  confider  rather,  that 
they  are  fo  much  the  more  bound  to  exprefife  the  bowels  of 
their  companion  towards  us,  remembringalwaies  that  both 
Nature  and  Grace,  doth  binde  us  to  relieve  and  refcue 
with  our  utmoft  and  fpeedieft  power,  fuch  as  are  dears 
unto  us,  when  wee  conceive  them  to  be  running  uncom¬ 
fortable  hazards. 

What  goodnes  you  fhall  extend  to  us  in  this  or  any 
other  Chriftian  kindnefle,  wee  your  Brethren  in  Christ 
Jesvs  fhall  labour  to  repay  in  what  dutie  wee  are  or 
lhall  be  able  to  performe,  promifing,  fo  farre  as  God  fhall 
enable  us,  to  give  him  no  reft  on  your  behalfes,  wifhing 
our  heads  and  hearts  may  be  as  fountains  of  tears  for 
your  everlafting  welfare,  when  wee  fhall  be  in  our  poore 
Cottages  in  the  wilderneffe,  over-fhadowed  with  the  fpiric 
of  fupplication,  through  the  manifold  neceftities  and  tribu¬ 
lations  which  may  not  altogether  unexpededly,  nor,  we 
hope,  unprofitably  befall  us.  And  fo  commending  you  to 
the  Grace  of  God  in  Christ,  wee  fhall  ever  reft, 


Your  affured  Friends  and  Brethren, 


From  Yannouth ,  aboord 
the  Arabella ,  April  7,  1630. 

Io:  Winlhrope ,  Gov. 
Charles  Fines> 


Rich:  caltonftalL 
Ifaac  Johnfon . 


George  Phillips. 
&c. 


Flo:  Dudify. 
William  Coddington . 
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Certain  Prcpofals  made  by  Lord  Say,  Lord  Brooke, 
and  other  Perfons  of  quality,  as  conditions  of 
their  removing  to  New-England,  with  the 
anfwers  thereto. 

Demand  1.  f  H  A  T  the  common-wealth  fhould 


confift  of  two  diftindf  ranks  of  men, 
whereof  the  one  fhould  be  for 


them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country,  the  other 
for  them  and  their  heirs,  freeholders. 

Answer.  Two  diftindt  ranks  we  willingly  acknow- 
Jedge,  from  the  light  of  nature  and  Scripture  ;  the  one  of 
them  called  Princes,  or  Nobles,  or  Elders  (amongft  whom 
gentlemen  have  their  place)  the  other  the  people.  Here¬ 
ditary  dignity  or  honours  we  willingly  allow  to  the  former, 
unlels  by  the  fcandalous  and  bafe  converlation  of  any  of 
them,  they  become  degenerate.  Hereditary  liberty,  or 
cftate  of  freemen,  we  willingly  allow  to  the  other,  unlefs 
they  alfo,  by  fome  unworthy  and  flavilh  carriage,  do  dis¬ 
franchize  themfelves. 

D  em.  2.  That  in  thefe  gentlemen  and  freeholders,  aA 
fern  hied  together,  the  chief  power  of  the  common-wealth 
fhall  be  placed,  both  for  making  and  repealing  laws* 

Ans.  So  it  is  with  us. 

Dem.  3.  That  each  of  thefe  two  ranks  fhould,  in  all 
public  afiemblies,  have  a  negative  voice,  fo  as  without  a 
mutual  con fent  nothing  fhould  be  eflablifhed. 

A  ms.  So  it  is  agreed  among  us. 

Dem.  4.  That  the  fir  ft  rank,  confiding  of  gentlemen, 
fhould  have  power,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  to  come  to 
the  parliaments  or  public  affemblies,  and  there  to  give  their 
free  votes  perfonally  j  the  fecond  rank  of  freeholders  fhould 
have  the  fame  power  for  them  and  their  heirs  of  meeting 
and  voting,  but  by  their  deputies,  Ans, 
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Ans.  Thus  far  this  demand  is  pradlifed  among  us.'1 
The  freemen  meet  and  vote  by  their  deputies ;  the  other 
rank  give  their  votes  perfonally,  only  with  this  difference, 
there  be  no  more  of  the  gentlemen  that  give  their  votes 
perfonally,  but  fuchas  arechofen  to  places  of  office,  either 
governors,  deputy  governors,  councellors,  or  affiftants. 
All  gentlemen  in  England  have  not  that  honour  to  meet 
and  vote  perfonally  in  Parliament,  much  lefs  all  their 
heirs.  But  of  this  more  fully,  in  an  anfwer  to  the  ninth 
and  tenth  demand. 

Dem.  5.  That  for  facilitating  and  difpatch  of  bufmefs, 
and  other  reafons,  the  gentlemen  and  freeholders  ffiould  fit 
and  hold  their  meetings  in  two  diftindt  houfes. 

/  Ans.  We  willingly  approve  the  motion,  only  as  yet  ii 
is  not  fo  praftifed  among  us,  but  in  time,  the  variety  and 
difcrepancy  of  Sundry  occurrences  will  put  them  upon  a 
r.eceffity  of  fitting  apart. 

Dem.  6.  That  there  ffiall  be  fet  times  for  thefe  meet¬ 
ings,  annually  or  half  yearly,  or  as  ffiall  be  thought  fit  by 
common  conlent,  which  meetings  fhould  have  a  fet  time 
for  their  continuance,  but  ffiould  be  adjourned  or  broken 
off  at  the  diferedon  of  both  houfes. 

Ans.  Public  meetings,  in  general  courts,  are  by  char¬ 
ter  appointed  to  be  quarterly,  which,  in  this  infancy  of  the 
colony,  wherein  many  things  frequently  occur  which  need 
fettling,  hath  been  of  good  ufe,  but  when  things  are  more 
fully  fettled  in  due  order,  it  is  likely  that  yearly  or  half 
yearly  meetings  will  be  fufficient.  For  the  continuance 
or  breaking  up  of  thefe  courts,  nothing  is  done  but  with 
tne  joint  confent  of  both  branches. 

Dem.  7.  That  it  ffiall  be  in  the  power  of  this  parlia- 
mtnt,  thus  conftituted  and  affembled,  to  call  the  governor 
and  all  pubhek  officers  to  account,  to  create  new  officers, 
and  to  determine  them  already  fet  up  :  and,  the  better  to 
Hop  the  way  to  infolence  and  ambition,  it  may  be  ordered 
that  all  offices  and  fees  of  office  ffiall,  every  parliament, 
determine,  unlefs  they  be  new  confirmed  the  laft  day  of 
every  feffion.  1 
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Ans.  This  power  to  call  governors  and  all  officers  to 
account,  and  to  create  new  and  determine  the  old,  is  fettled 
already  in  the  general  court  or  parliament,  only  it  is  not 
put  forth  but  once  in  the  year,  viz.  at  the  great  and  general 
court  in  May,  when  the  governor  is  chofen. 

Dem.  8.  That  the  governor  (hall  ever  be  chofen  out  of 
the  rank  of  gentlemen. 

Ans.  We  never  practice  otherwife,  chufing  the  gover¬ 
nor  either  out  of  the  affiftants,  which  is  our  ordinary 
courfe,  or  out  of  approved  known  gentlemen,  as  this  year 
'  Mr.  Vane. 

Dem.  9.  That,  for  the  prefent,  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lord  Vifcounc  Say  and  Seale,  the  Lord  Brooke,  who 
have  already  been  at  great  difburfements  for  the  public 
works  in  New-England,  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  of  ap¬ 
proved  fmcerity  and  worth,  as  they,  before  their  perional 
remove,  fhall  take  into  their  number,  fhould  be  admitted 
for  them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country.  But, 
for  the  future,  none  fhall  be  admitted  into  this  rank  but 
by  theconfent  of  both  houfes. 

'  Ans.  The  great  difburfemcnts  of  thefe  noble  perfon- 
ages  and  worthy  gentlemen  we  thankfully  acknowledge, 
becaufe  the  fafety  and  prefence  of  our  brethren  at  Con¬ 
necticut  is  no  fmall  blefiing  and  comfort  to  us.  Bur,  though 
that  charge  had  never  been  diiburfed,  the  worth  of  the 
honorable  perfons  named  is  fo  well  known  to  ail,  and  our 
need  of  fuch  fupports  and  guides  is  fo  fenfible  to  ourlelves, 
that  we  do  not  doubt  the  country  would  thankfully  ac¬ 
cept  it,  as  a  Angular  favor  from  God  and  from  them,  if 
he  fhould  bow  their  hearts  to  come  into  this  wildernefs  and 
help  us.  As  for  accepting  them  and  their  heirs  into  the 
number  ofigentiemen  ot  the  country,  the  cuftom  of  this 
country  is,  and  readily  would  be,  to  receive  and  acknow¬ 
ledge,  not  only  all  fuch  eminent  perfons  asthemfelves  and 
the  gentlemen  they  fpeak  of,  but  others  oi  meaner  eftatc, 
fo  be  it  is  of  fbmeeminency,  to  be  lor  them  and  their  heirs, 
gentlemen  of  the  country.  Only,  thus  ftandeth  our  caie. 
Though  we  receive  them  with  honor  and  allow  them 

pre-eminence 
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pre-eminence  and  accommodations  according  to  their  con¬ 
dition,  yet  we  do  not,  ordinarily,  call  them  forth  to  the 
power  of  eleftion,  or  adminiftration  of  magiftracy,  until 
they  be  received  as  members  into  fome  of  our  churches, 
a  privilege,  which  we  doubt  not  religious  gentlemen  will 
willingly  defire  (as  David  did  in  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.)  and  chrif- 
tian  churches  will  as  readily  impart  to  Inch  defirable  per- 
fons.  Hereditary  honors  both  nature  and  fcripture  doth 
acknowledge  (Ecclef.  xix.  17.)  but  hereditary  authority 
and  power  ftandeth  only  by  the  civil  laws  of  fome  com¬ 
monwealths,  and  yet,  even  amongft  them,  the  authority 
and  power  of  the  father  is  nowhere  communicated,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  honors,  unto  all  his  pofterity.  W  here  God 
bleffeth  any  branch  of  any  noble  or  generous  family,  with 
a  fpirit  and  gifts  fit  for  government,  it  would  be  a  taking 
of  God’s  name  in  vain  to  put  fuch  a  talent  under  a  bufhel, 
and  a  fin  againft  the  honor  of  magiftracy  to  negledt  fuch 
in  our  public  elections.  But  if  God  fhould  not  delight 
to  furnifh  fome  of  their  pofterity  with  gifts  fit  for  magif¬ 
tracy,  we  fhould  expofe  them  rather  to  reproach  and  pre¬ 
judice,  and  the  commonwealth  with  them,  than  exalt 
them  to  honor,  if  we  fhould  call  them  forth,  when  God 
doth  not,  to  public  authority. 

Dem.  10.  That  the  rank  of  freeholders  flhall  be  made  up 
of  fuch,  as  fhall  have  fo  much  perfonal  eftate  there,  as  fhali 
be  thought  fit  for  men  of  that  condition,  and  have  con¬ 
tributed,  fome  fit  proportion,  to  the  public  charge  of  the 
country,  either  by  their  difburfements  or  labors. 

Ans.  We  muft  confefs  our  ordinary  practice  to  be 
otherwife.  For,  excepting  the  old  planters,  i.e.  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phry,  who  himfelf  was  admitted  an  aftiftant  at  London, 
and  all  of  them  freemen,  before  the  churches  here  were 
eftablifhed,  none  are  admitted  freemen  of  this  common¬ 
wealth  but  fuch  as  are  firft  admitted  members  of  fome 
church  or  other  in  this  country,  and,  of  fuch,  none  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  liberty  of  freemen.  And  out  of  fuch 
only,  I  mean  the  more  eminent  fort  of  fuch,  it  is  that 
our  magiftrates  are  chofen.  Both  which  points  we  fhould 
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willingly  perfuade  our  people  to  change,  if  we  could  make 
it  appear  to  them,  that  fuch  a  change  might  be  made  ac¬ 
cording  to  God  ;  for,  to  give  you  a  true  account  of  the 
grounds  of  our  proceedings  herein,  it  feemeth  to  them, 
and  alfo  to  us,  to  be  a  divine  ordinance  (and  moral)  that 
none  fhould  be  appointed  and  chofen  by  the  people  of  God, 
magiftratesover  them,  but  men  fearingGod  (Ex.  xviii.  21.) 
chofen  out  of  their  brethren  (Deut.  xvii.  i5.)  faints  ( /cor. 
vi*  Yea,  the  apoflle  maketh  it  a  fhame  to  the  church, 
if  it  be  not  able  to  afford  wife  men  from  out  of  themfelves* 
which  fhall  be  aole  to  judge  all  civil  matters  between  their 
brethren  (ver.  5.)  And  Solomon  maketh  it  the  joy  of  a 
commonwealth,  when  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  and 
the  calamity  thereof,  when  the  wicked  bear  rule. 
Prov.  xxix.  2. 

Qbj.  If  it  be  faid,  there  may  be  many  carnal  men 
whom  God  hath  inverted  with  fundry  eminent  gifts  of 
wildom,  courage,  juftice,  fit  for  government. 

Ans.  Such  may  be  fit  to  be  confulted  with  and  em¬ 
ployed  by  governors,  according  to  the  quality  and  ufe  of 
their  gifts  and  parts,  but  yet  are  men  not  fit  to  be  trufted 
with  place  of  ftanding  power  or  fettled  authority.  Ahito- 
phel’s  wifdom  may  be  fit  to  be  heard  (asan  oracle  of  God) 
but  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  power  of  fettled  magiftracy, 
left  he  at  laft  call  for  12000  men  to  lead  them  forth  againft 
David,  2  Sam.  xvii.  1,  2,  3.  The  beft  gifts  and  parts, 
under  a  covenant  of  works  (under  which  all  carnal  men 
and  hypocrites  be)  will  at  length  turn  afide  by  crooked 
ways,  to  depart  from  God,  and,  finally,  to  fight  againft 
God,  and  are  therefore,  herein,  oppoled  to  good  men 
and  upright  in  heart,  Pfal.  exxv.  4,  5. 

Obj.  If  it  be  faid  again,  that  then  the  church  eftate 
could  not  be  compatible  with  any  commonwealth  under 
heaven. 

Ans.  It  is  one  thing  for  the  church  or  members  of  the 
church,  loyally  to  fubmit  unto  any  form  of  government, 
when  it  is  above  their  calling  to  reform  it,  another  thing  to 
chufe  a  form  of  government  and  governors  difcrepanc 
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from  the  rule.  Now,  ifitbe  a  divine  truth,  that  none  are 
to  be  trufted  with  public  permanent  authority  but  godly 
men,  who  are  fit  materials  for  church  fellowfhip,  then 
from  the  fame  grounds  it  will  appear,  that  none  are  fo  fit 
to  be  trufted  with  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth  as 
church  members.  For,  the  liberties  of  the  freemen  of 
this  commonwealth  are  fuch,  as  require  men  of  faithful 
integrity  to  God  and  theftate,  to  preferve  the  fame.  Their 
liberties,  among  others,  are  chiefly  thefe.  i.  To  chufe 
all  magiftrates,  and  to  call  them  to  account  at  their  general 
courts.  2.  To  chufe  fuch  burgefies,  every  general  court, 
as  with  the  magiftrates  fhall  make  or  repeal  all  laws. 
Now  both  thefe  liberties  are  fuch,  as  carry  along  much 
power  with  them,  either  to  eftablifh  or  fubvert  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  therewith  the  church,  which  power,  if  ic 
be  committed  to  men  not  according  to  their  godlinefs, 
which  maketh  them  fit  for  church  fellowfhip,  but 
according  to  their  wealth,  which,  as  fuch,  makes  them 
no  better  than  wordly  men,  then,  in  cafe  worldly  men 
fhould  prove  the  major  part,  as  foon  they  might  do,  they 
would  as  readily  fet  over  us  magiftrates  like  themfelves, 
fuch  as  might  hace  us  according  to  the  curfe,  Levit. 
xxvi.  17.  and  turn  the  edge  of  all  authority  and  laws 
againft  the  church  and  the  members  thereof,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  whofe  peace  is  the  chief  end  which  God  aimed 
at  in  the  inftitution  of  Magiftracy,  1  Tim.  ii.  1.  2. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Cotton  to  Lord 
Say  and  Seal  in  the  Year  163 6. 


Right  honourable. 


H  A  T  your  Lordfhip  writeth  of  Dr.  Twifie  his 
works  de  fcientid  media ,  and  of  the  fabbath,  it  did 
reixefh  me  to  reade,  that  his  labors  offuch  arguments  were 
like  to  come  to  light ;  and  it  would  refrefh  me  much  more 
to  fee  them  here  :  though  (for  my  owne  particular)  till  1 
gett  fome  releafe  from  fome  conftant  labors  here  (which 
the  church  is  defirous  to  procure)  I  can  get  litle,  or  noe 
oppertunity  to  reade  any  thing,  or  attend  to  any  thing,  but 
the  dayly  occurrences  which  prefle  in  upon  me  continually, 
much  beyond  my  firength  either  of  body  or  minde.  Your 
Lordfhips  advertifement  touching  the  civill  flare  of  this 
colony,  as  they  doe  breath  forth  your  fingular  wifdome, 
and  faithfulnefs,  and  tender  care  of  the  peace,  fo  wee  have 
noe  reafon  to  mifinterprite,  or  undervalue  your  Lordfhips 
eyther  directions,  or  intentions  therein.  I  know  noe  man 
under  heaven  (I  fpeake  in  Gods  feare  without  flattery) 
whofe  counfell  I  fhould  rather  depend  upon,  for  the  wife 
adminiflration  of  a  civill  flate  according  to  God,  than  upon 
your  Lordfhip,  and  fuch  confidence  have  I  ("not  in  you) 
but  in  the  Lords  prefence  inChrift  with  you,  that  I  fhould 


never  feare  to  betrufl  a  greater  commonwealth  than  this 


(as  much  as  in  us  lyeth)  under  fuch  a  perpetud  diffaturd 
as  your  Lordfhip  fhould  prefcribe.  For  I  nothing  doubt, 
but  that  eyther  your  Lordfhip  would  prdcribe  all  things 
according  to  the  rule,  or  be  willing  to  examine  againe, 
and  againe,  all  things  according  to  it.  I  am  very  apt  to 
believe,  what  Mr.  Perkins  hath,  in  one  ot  his  prefatory 
pages  to  his  golden  chaine,  that  the  word,  and  fcriptures 
,  '  of 
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of  God  doe  conteyne  a  fhort  upolupojts ,  or  platforme? 
not  onely  of  theology,  but  alfo  of  other  facred  fciences, 
(as  he  calleth  them)  attendants,  and  handmaids  thereunto, 
which  he  maketh  ethicks,  eoconomicks,  politicks,  church- 
government,  prophecy,  academy.  It  is  very  fuitable  to 
Gods  all-fufficient  wifdome,  and  to  the  fulnes  and  per¬ 
fection  of  Holy  Scriptures,  not  only  to  prefcribe  perfect 
rules  for  the  right  ordering  of  a  private  mans  foule  to  ever- 
Jailing  bleffednes  with  himfelfe,  but  alfo  for  the  right  or¬ 
dering  of  a  mans  family,  yea,  of  the  commonwealth  too, 
fo  farre  as  both  of  them  are  fubordinate  to  fpiritual  ends, 
and  yet  avoide  both  the  churches  ufurpation  upon  civiil 
jurifdidtions,  in  ordine  ad  fpiritualia ,  and  the  common¬ 
wealths  invafion  upon  ecclefiafticall  adminiftrations,  in 
ordine  to  civiil  peace,  and  conformity  to  the  civiil  ftate. 
Gods  inftitutions  (fuch  as  the  government  of  church  and 
of  commonwealth  be)  may  be  clofe  andcompafl,  and  co¬ 
ordinate  one  to  another,  and  yet  not  confounded.  God 
hath  fo  framed  the  ftate  of  church  government  and  ordi- 
nances,that  they  may  becompatible  toany  common-wealth, 
though  never  fo  much  difordered  in  his  frame.  But  yet 
when  a  commonwealth  hath  liberty  to  mould  his  owne 
frame  (fcriptur<e  pknitudinem  adoro )  Iconceyve  the  fcrip- 
ture  hath  given  full  diredlion  for  the  right  ordering  of 
the  fame,  and  that,  in  fuch  fort  as  may  beft  maintevne  the 
euexia  of  the  church.  Mr.  Hooker  doth  often  quote  a 
faying  out  of  Mr.  Cartwright  (though  I  have  not  read  it 
in  him)  that  noe  man  fafhioneth  his  houfe  to  his  hangings, 
but  his  hangings  to  his  houfe.  It  is  better  that  the  com¬ 
monwealth  be  fafhioned  to  the  fetting  forth  of  Gods  houfe, 
which  is  his  church  :  than  to  accommodate  the  church 
frame  to  the  civiil  ftate.  Democracy,  I  do  not  conceyve 
that  ever  God  did  ordeyne  as  a  fiit  government  eyther  for 
church  or  commonwealth.  If  the  people  be  governors, 
who  fhall  be  governed?  As  for  monarchy,  and  arifto- 
cracy,  they  are  both  of  them  clearely  approoved,  and 
directed  in  fcripture,  yet  fo  as  referreth  the  foveraisntie 
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to  himfelfe,  and  fetteth  up  Theocracy  in  both,  as  the  beft 

forme  of  government  in  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as 
in  the  church. 

The  law,  which  your  Lordfhip  inftanceth  in  [that 
none  fhall  be  cholen  to  magiftracy  among  us  but  a  church 
member]  was  made  and  enafted  before  I  came  into  the 
country  ;  but  I  have  hitherto  wanted  fufficient  light  to 
plead  againft  it,  ift.  The  rule  that  dire&eth  the  choice 
of  fupreame  governors,  is  of  like  aequitie  and  weight  in  all 
magiftrates,  that  one  of  their  brethren  (not  a  ftranger). 
fliould  be  fet  over  them,  Deut.  17.  15.  and  Jethroes 
coun  fell  to  Mofes  was  approved  of  God,  that  the  judges, 
and  officers  to  be  fet  over  the  people,  fliould  be  men 
fearing  God,  Exod.  18.  21.  and  Solomon  maketh  it  the 
joy  of  a  commonwealth,  when  the  righteous  are  in  autho¬ 
rity,  and  their  mourning  when  the  wicked  rule,  Prov.  29. 
2i.  Jab  34.  30.  Your  Lordfhip’s  feare,  that  this  will 
bring  in  papal  excommunication,  is  iuft,  and  pious :  but 
let  your  Lordfhip  be  pleafed  againe  toconfider  whether  the 
confequence  be  neceffary.  Turpus  ejicitur  quam  non 
admit  tit  ur :  non-memberfhip  may  beajuft  caufe  of  non- 
admiffion  to  the  place  of  magiftracy,  but  yet,  ejection  out 
of  his  memberfhip  will  not  be  a  juft  caufe  of  ejedinghimout 
of  his  magiftracy.  A  godly  woman,  being  to  make  choice 
of  an  hufband,  may  juftly  refufe  a  man  that  is  eyther  caft 
out  of  church  fellowfhip,  or  is  not  yet  receyved  into  it, 
but  yet,  when  fhee  is  once  given  to  him,  fliee  may  not 
rejed  him  then,  for  fuch  defed.  Mr.  Humfrey  was 
chofen  for  an  afiiftant  (as  I  heare)  before  the  colony  came 
over  hither  :  and,  though  he  be  not  as  yet  ioyned  into  * 
church  fellowfhip  (by  reafon  of  the  unfetlednes  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  where  he  liveth)  yet  the  commonwealth  doe  ftill 
continue  his  magi  d  racy  to  him,  as  knowing  he  waiteth 
for  oppertunity  of  enioying  church  fellowfhip  fhortly. 

When  your  Lordfh  p  doubtech,  that  this  corfe  will  draw 
all  things  under  the  determination  of  the  church,  in  ordtne 
ad  fpiritnaha  (feeing  the  church  is  to  determine  who  fhall 

be 


be  members,  and  none  but  a  member  may  have  to  doe 
in  the  government  of  a  commonwealth)  be  pleated  (I  pray 
you)  to  conceyve,  that  magiftrates  are  neyther  chofen  to 
office  in  the  church,  nor  doe  governe  by  directions  from 
the  church,  but  by  civil]  lawes,  and  thofe  enacted  in  ge- 
nerall  corts,  and  executed  in  corts  of  iuftice,  by  the  gover¬ 
nors  and  affiftants.  In  all  which,  the  church  (as  the  church) 
hath  nothing  to  doe :  onely,  it  prepareth  fitt  inftruments 
both  to  rule,  and  to  choofe  rulers,  which  is  no  ambition 
in  the  church,  nor  difhonor  to  the  commonwealth,  the 
apoftle,  on  the  contrary,  thought  it  a  great  difhonor  and 
reproach  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  if  it  were  not  able  to 
yield  able  judges  to  heare  and  determine  all  caufes  amongft 
their  brethren,  i  Cor.  6.  i.  to  5.  which  place  alone  feem- 
eth  to  me  fully  to  decide  this  queftion  :  for  it  plainely 
holdeth  forth  this  argument :  It  is  a  ffiame  to  the  church 
to  want  able  judges  of  civil!  matters  (as  v.  5.)  and  an  auda¬ 
cious  aft  in  any  church  member  voluntarily  to  go  for  judg¬ 
ment,  otherwhere  than  before  the  faints  (as  v.  1.)  then  it 
will  be  noe  arrogance  nor  folly  in  chdrch  members,  nor 
prejudice  to  the  commonwealth,  if  voluntarily  they  never 
choofe  any  civill  judges,  but  from  amongft  the  faints,  fuch 
as  church  members  are  called  to  be.  But  the  former  is  cleare : 
and  how  then  can  the  latter  be  avoyded.  If  this  therefore 
be  (as  your  Lord  (hip  rightly  conceyveth  one  of  the  maine 
objections  if  not  the  onely  one)  which  hindereth  this  com¬ 
monwealth  from  the  entertainment  of  the  propofitions  of 
thofe  worthy  gentlemen,  wee  intreate  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  confider,  in  meeknes  of  wifdome, 
it  is  not  any  conceite  or  will  of  ours,  but  the  holy  counfell 


well  as  wee)  that  overruled)  us  in  this  cafe  :  and  we  truft 
will  overrule  them  alfo,  that  the  Lord  onely  may  be  exalted 
amongft  all  his  fervants.  What  pittie  and  griefe  were  it. 


good  things  from  us  ! 

But  your  Lord fh ip  doubteth,  that  if  fuch  a  rule  were 
necefiary,  then  the  church  eftate  and  the  belt  ordered 
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commonwealth  in  the  world  were  not  compatible.  But  let 
not  voirr  Lord  (hip  fo  concey  ve#  For,  the  church  fubmitteth 
ititfte  to  dll  the  lawes  and  ordinances  of  men,  in  whatcom- 
mon wealth  foever  they  come  to  dwell.  But  it  is  one  thing, 
to  fubmit  unto  what  they  have  noe  calling  to  reforme : 
another  thing,  voluntarily  to  ordeyne  a  forme  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  to  the  heft  difcerning  of  many  of  us  (for  I 
Ipeake  not  of  myfelfe)  is  exprefsly  contrary  to  rule.^  Nor 
neede  your  Lordffiip  feare  (which  yeti  fpeake  with  fub- 
miffion  to  your  Lordfhips  better  judgment)  that  this  corfe 
will  lay  inch  a  foundation,  as  nothing  but  a  mere  demo¬ 
cracy  can  be  built  upon  it.  Bodine  confefieth,  that  though 
it  b  t  fiat  us  popular  is  ^  where  a  people  choofe  their  owne 
governors ;  yet  the  government  is  not  a  democracy,  if  it 
be  admimftred,  not  by  the  people,  but  by  the  governors, 
whether  one  (for  then  it  is  a  monarchy,  though  eledtive) 
or  by  many,  for  then  (as  you  know7)  it  is  ariftocracy.  In 
which  refpedt  it  is,  that  church  government  is  iuftly  de- 
nyed  (even  by  Mr.  Robinfon)  tobedemocratica!,  though 
the  people  choofe  their  owne  officers  and  rifers. 

Nor  neede  wee  feare,  that  this  courfe  will,  in  time,  cad: 
the  commonwealth  into  diftradtions,  and  popular  con- 
fufions.  For  (under  correction)  thefe  three  things  doe  not 
undermine,  but  doe  mutually  and  ftrongly  mainteyne  one 
another  (even  thole  three  which  wee  principally  aime  at) 
authority  in  magiftrates,  liberty  in  people,  purity  in  the 
church.  Purity,  preferved  in  the  church,  will  preferve 
well  ordered  liberty  in  the  people,  and  both  of  them 
eftablifi  well-ballanccd  authority  in  the  magiftrates.  God 
is  the  author  of  all  thefe  three,  and  neyther  is  himfelfethe 
God  of  confufion,  nor  are  his  wayes  the  wayes  of  con- 
fufion,  but  of  peace. 

What  our  brethren  (magiftrates  or  minifters,  or  leading; 
freeholders)  will  anfwer  to  the  rett  of  the  propofitions,  I 
fhall  better  underftand  before  the  gentlemans  returne  from 
Connedlicutt,  who  brought  them  over.  Mean  while  two 
of  the  pricipall  of  them,  the  generall  cort  hath  already 

condelcended 
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condefcended  unto.  1.  In  eftablifhing  a  ftanding  conncell, 
who,  during  their  lives,  fhould  affift  the  governor  in  ma¬ 
naging  the  chiefeft  affayres  of  this  little  ft  ate.  They  have 
chofen,  for  the  prefent,  onely  two  (Mr.  Winthrope  and  Mr. 
Dudley)  not  willing  to  choofe  more,  till  they  fee  what  fur¬ 
ther  better  choyfe  the  Lord  will  fend  over  to  them,  that  fo 
they  may  keep  an  open  doore,  for  fuch  defireable  gentle¬ 
men  as  your  Lordfhip  mentioned!.  2.  They  have  graunted 
the  governor  and  affiftants  a  negative  voyce,  and  referved 
to  the  freemen  the  like  liberty  alfo.  Touching  other 
things,  I  hope  to  give  your  Lordfhip  further  account, 
when  the  gentleman  returneth. 

He  being  now  returned,  I  have  delivered  to  him  an 
anfwer  to  the  reft  of  your  demands*,  according  to  the 
mindes  of  fuch  leading  men  amongft  us,  as  I  thought 
meete  to  confult  withall,  concealing  your  name  from  any, 
except  2  or  3,  who  alike  doe  concurr  in  a  joynt  defire  of 
yeilding  to  any  fuch  propofitions,  as  your  Lord fhip  de- 
mandeth,  fo  farre  as  with  allowance  from  the  word  they 
may,  beyond  which  I  know  your  Lordfhip  would  not  re¬ 
quire  any  thing. 

Now  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (the  prince  of  peace)  keepe 
and  blefs  your  Lordfhip,  anddifpofe  of  all  your  times  and 
talents  to  his  be  ft  advantage  :  and  let  the  covenant  of  his 
grace  and  peace  reft:  upon  your  honourable  family  and 
pofterity  throughout  all  generations. 

Thus,  humbly  craving  pardon  for  my  boldneffe  and 
length,  I  take  leave  and  reft, 

Your  Honours  to  ferve  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

J.  C. 

*  Appendix  No  II. 
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Copy  of  a  commiflion  for  regulating  Plantations. 

CHARLES,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

lo  the  right  reverend  father  in  God,  our  right  trufty  and 
well  beloved  counfellour,  William,  by  the  providence  of 
God,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  primate  and  metropoli¬ 
tan  of  all  England  ;  to  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved 
counfellour,  Thomas  Lord  Coventry,  Lord  Keeper  of 
our  great  feal  of  England  •,  to  our  right  reverend  father 
in  God,  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved  counfellour, 
Richard,  by  the  providence  of  God,  Archbifhop  of  York, 
primate  and  metropolitan  of  England  j  to  our  right  trufty 
and  well  beloved  coufin  and  counfellour,  Richard  Earle 
of  Portland,  and  high  treafurer  of  England  \  Henry  Earle 
of  Manchefter,  keeper  of  our  privy  feal  Thomas  Earle 
of  Arundell  and  Surrey,  Earle  Marfhall  of  England  ; 
Edward  Earle  of  Dorfet,  chamberlaine  to  our  mod  dear 
confort  the  Queen  ;  and  to  our  trufty  and  well  beloved 
counfellour  Francis  Lord  Cottington,  chamberlaine  and 
under  treafurer  of  our  Exchequer  *,  Thomas  Edmunds, 
Knt.  treafurer  of  our  houfhold,  John  Cook,  Knt.  one  of 
our  principall  fecretariesof  ftate*,  and  Francis  Windebank, 
another  of  our  principall  fecretaries  of  ftate,  Greeting. 

WHEREAS  divers  of  thefubjecfts  of  us  and  of  our 
late  dear  father  King  James,  of  famous  memory, 
late,  of  England,  King,  by  vertue  of  our  royall  authority, 
granted  not  only  to  enlarge  the  territories  of  our  empire, 
but  more  efpecially  to  propagate  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  having,  with  their  exceeding  induftry  and 
charge,  deduced  great  numbers  of  the  people  of  England 
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Into  feveral  colonies,  in  feverall  places  of  the  world,  either 
altogether  defert  and  unpeopled,  or  enjoyed  by  falvage 
and  barbarous  nations,  voyd  of  all  manner  of  knowledge 
of  Almighty  God,  wee,  being  gracioudy  pleafed  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  eale  and  tranquility  of  the  faid  fubjedts,  and  re- 
pofeing  allured  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  wifdom,  juftice 
and  providence,  do  conftitute  you,  our  laid  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  &c.  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  our  councel- 
lours,  and  to  you,  or  to  any  five  or  more  of  you,  do  com¬ 
mit  and  give  power  of  protection  and  government,  as  well 
over  the  faid.Englifh  colonies  already  planted,  as  over  all 
fuch  other  colonies,  which  by  any  of  our  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  hereafter,  fnall  be  deduced  into  any  other  like  parts 
whatsoever,  and  power  to  make  laws,  ordinances  and  con- 
ftitutions,  concerning  either  the  ftate  public  of  the  faid  co¬ 
lonies,  or  utility  of  private  perfons  and  their  lands,  goods, 
debts  and  fucceffion  within  the  precindts  of  the  fame,  and 
for  ordering  and  diredtingof  them,  in  their  demeanours  to¬ 
wards  forreigne  princes  and  their  people,  and  likewife  to¬ 
wards  us  and  our  fubjedts,  as  well  within  any  forreigne 
parts  whatfoever  beyond  the  feas,  as  during  their  voyages, 
or  upon  the  feas,  to  and  from  the  fame. 

And  for  relief  and  fupport  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  rule 
and  cure  of  the  foules  of  our  people  living  in  thofe  parts, 

and  for  configning  of  convenient  maintenance  unto  them 
by  tythes,  oblations  and  other  profits  accrewing,  according 
to  your  good  difcretion,  with  the  advice  of  two  or  three 
of  our  bifhops,  whom  you  lhall  think  fitt  to  call  unto  your 
confutations,  touching  the  diftribution  of  luch  mainte¬ 
nance  unto  the  clergy,  and  all  other  matters  ecclefiafticall, 
and  to  infiidt  punifhment  on  all  offenders  or  violaters  of 
conftitutions  and  ordinances,  either  by  imprifonments  or 
other  reftraints,  or  by  lofs  of  life  or  members,  according  as 
the  quality  of  the  offence  (hall  require,  with  power  alfo 
(our  royall  affent  being  firft  had  and  obtained)  to  remove 
all  governors  and  prefidents  of  the  faid  colonies  (upon  juft 
caufe  appearing)  from,  their  feveral  places,  and  to  appoint 

others 


others  in  their  (lead,  and  alfo  to  require  and  take  account 
of  them  touching  their  office  and  government,  and  whom 
you  (hail  find  delinquents,  you  fhall  punifh,  either  by  de¬ 
priving  them  of  their  feverall  places  and  provinces  over 
which  they  are  appointed,  or  by  pecuniary  mulfts  and  pe¬ 
nalties,  according  to  the  qualities  of  the  offences ;  and 
power  alio  to  ordain  temporal  judges  and  civill  magiftrates 
to  determine  of  civill  caufes,  with  fuch  powers,  in  fuch  a 
forme,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of  you  fhall  feem  ex¬ 
pedient  •,  and  alfo  to  ordain  judges,  magiftrates  and  of¬ 
ficers  for  and  concerning  courts  ecclefiafticall,  with  fuch 
power  and  fuch  a  forme,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of 
you,  with  the  advice  of  the  bifhops  fuffragan  to  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  fhall  be  held 
meet  ;  and  power  to  conftitute  and  ordaine  tribunals  and 
courts  of  juftice,  both  ecclefiafticall  and  civill,  with  fuch 
power  and  in  them  forme  of  judicature,  and  manner  of 
procefs  and  appeals  from  and  to  the  faid  courts,  in  all  cafes 
and  matters  as  well  criminal  as  civill,  both  perfonall,  reall 
andmixt,  and  touching  the  determination  pertaining  to  any 
courts  of  juftice,  ecclefiafticall  and  civill,  to  judge  thereof 
and  determine  provided  neverthelefs,  the  faid  laws,  or¬ 
dinances  and  conftitutions  fhall  not  be  put  in  execution, 
until!  our  royall  affent,  exprefled  under  our  figne  at  leaft, 
be  firft  thereunto  had  and  obtained,  the  which  our  royall 
affent  fo  obtained,  together  with  the  faid  laws,  ordinances 
and  conftitutions,  being  publifhed  and  proclaimed  in  the 
provinces  in  which  they  are  to  be  executed,  the  faid  laws, 
ordinances. and  conftitutions,  from  thenceforth,  fhall  be  in 
force  in  law  •,  and  we  do  hereby  will  and  command  all  pcr- 
fons  whom  it  fhall  concern,  inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve 
the  fame.  Notwichftanding,  it  may  and  fhall  be  lawful  for 
you,  and  every  five  and  more  of  you,  with  our  royal  af¬ 
fent,  tlie  faid  laws,  ordinances  and  conftitutions,  (tho*  fo 
pubiifhed  and  proclaimed  as  aforefaid)  to  alter,  revoke 
and  appeal,  and  other  new  laws,  &c.  in  forme  aforefaid, 
from  time  to  time,  to  make  and  publiffi  as  aforefaid,  and 
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to  new  and  growing evills  and  perills  to  apply  new  reme¬ 
dies,  in  fuch  manner,  and  fo  often  as  unto  you  fhall  appear 
to  be  neceflary  and  expedient. 

Know  yee  alfo,  that  wee  do conftitute  you  the  faid 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  &c.  and  every  five  or  more  of 
you,  our  committees,  according  to  your  good  difcretions, 
to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  at  the  entrance  and 
fuic  of  the  party  grieved,  whether  it  be  againft  the  whole 
colonies  themielves  or  any  governor  or  officer  of  the 
fame,  or  whether  complaint  touching  wrongs  exhibited 
and  depending,  either  between  the  whole  bodies  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  or  any  private  member  thereof,  and  to  fummon 
the  perlons  before  you,  and  they  or  their  procurators  or 
agents  being  on  both  fides  heard,  finally  to  determine 
thereof  iccording  to  juftice.  Giving  mbreover  and  grant¬ 
ing  to  you  and  any  five  or  more  of  you,  that  if  it  fhall  ap¬ 
pear,  than  any  officer  or  governor  of  the  faid  colonies, 
fhall  injurioufly  intend  and  ufurp  upon  the  authority,  power 
and  poffeffions  of  any  other,  or  fhall  unjuftly  wrong  one 
another,  or  fhall  not  fupprefs  all  rebells  to  us,  or  fuch  as 
fhall  not  obey  our  commands,  that  then  it  fhall  be  lawful 
(upon  advice  with  ourfelf  firft  had)  for  the  caufes  afore- 
iaid,  or  upon  any  other  juft  reafon,  to  remand  and  caufe 
the  offender  to  returne  into  England,  or  into  any  other 
place,  according  as  in  your  good  difcretions  you  fhall 
think  juft  and  neceflary. 

And  wee  do  furthermore  give  unto  you,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  you,  letters  patents  and  other  writeings  what¬ 
soever,  of  us  or  of  our  royall  predeceiTors  granted,  for  or 
concerning  the  planting  of  any  colonies,  in  any  countries, 
piovinces,  lflands  or  territories  whatioever,  beyond  the 
leas,  and  if,  upon  view  thereof,  the  tame  fhall  appear  to 
you,  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  to  have  b;  n  furrepti- 
?i ou fly  and  unduly  obtained,  or  that  any  privileges  or  li¬ 
berties  therein  granted,  be  hurtful  to  us,  our  crown  or 
prerogative  royall,  or  to  any  foreign  princes,  to  caufe  the 
iSme,  according  to  the  laws  and  cultorns  of  our  realm 

'  of 


of  England,  to  be  revoked,  and  to  do  all  other  thing 
which  (hall  be  neceflary,  for  the  wholefome  government 
and  prote&ion  of  the  faia  colonies  and  our  people  therein 
abideing. 

Wherefore,  wee  command  you,  that  you  diligently 
■intend  the  premifes,  at  fuch  times  and  places  as  yourlelves, 
for  that  purpofe  fhall  appoint,  charging  alfo  and  firmely 
commanding  all  prefidenrs  of  provinces  within  the  afore- 
faid  colonies,  now  planted  or  to  be  planted,  and  all  and 
every  the  faid  colonies  themfelves,  and  all  other  perfons 
whom  it  doth  concerne,  that  they  attend  you  in  the  pre¬ 
mifes,  and  be  obedient  to  your  commands  touching  the 
fame,  fo  often  as  they  fhall  be  thereunto  commanded,  at 
their  peril.  In  witness  whereof,  wee  caufed  thefe  our 
letters  to  be  madepatent.  Witnefs  ourlelf  at  Weftminfter, 
28  day  of  April,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign. 
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Copy  of  the  General  Courts  Addrefle,  the  <Sth  of 

September  1638. 

I  •  / 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiflioners  for 

foreigne  Plantations. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Mafiachufets 
in  New-England,  of  the  Generali  Court  there  afiembled, 
the  6th  day  of  September,  in  the  14th  yeare  of  the 
Reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  King  Charles. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  plealed  your  Lordlhips,  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  4th  of  April  laft,  to  require  our  patent 
to  be  lent  unto  you,  wee  do  hereby  humbly  and  fincerely 
profelTe,  that  wee  are  ready  to  yield  all  due  obedience  to 
our  foueraigne  Lord  the  King’s  majefty,  and  to  your 
Lordlhips  under  him,  and  in  this  minde  wee  left  our  na¬ 
tive  countrie,  and  according  thereunto,  hath  been  our 
pradhce  ever  fince,  foas  wee  are  much  grieved,  that  your 
Lordlhips  (hould  call  in  our  patent,  there  being  no  caufe 
knowneto  us,  nor  any  delinquency  or  fault  of  ours  expreffcd 
m  the  order  fent  to  us  for  that  purpofe,  our  government 
being  accord, ng  to  his  Majeftyes  grant,  and  wee  not 
anlwerable  far  any  defedts  in  other  plantations,  &c 
This  is  that  which  his  Majefties  fubjeds  here  doe  be- 

rnVJnandiPr0?fS-e’  and.  thereuPon  wee  are  all  humble  fuitors 
to  your  Lordlhips,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into 

hberhrv  nf°f  our  condltIon’  and  to  affoord  us  the 

liberty  of  fubjeds,  that  we  may  know  what  is  layd  to  our 

charge  ;  and  have  leaive  and  time  to  anfwer  for  ourlelves 

before  we  be  condemned  as  a  people  unworthy  of  his  Ma- 

f:dfaVOir:  Prate?i0ni  asfor  thequo  warranto  men- 
tioncd  in  the  laid  order,  wee  doe  allure  your  Lordlhips 
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wee  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  it,  and  if  wee  had* 
wee  doubt  not  but  wee  have  a  fufficient  plea  to  put  in. 

It  is  notunknowne  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  we  came  in¬ 
to  thefe  remote  parts  with  his  Majefties  licence  and  en¬ 
couragement,  under  his  great  feale  of  England,  and  in  the 
confidence  wee  had  of  that  affurance,  wee  have  tranfported 
our  families  and  eftates,  and  here  have  wee  built  and 
planted,  to  the  great  enlargement  and  fecuring  of  hisMa- 
jefties  dominions  in  thefe  parts,  fo  as  if  our  patent  fhould 
now  betaken  from  us,  we  fhallbe  looked  on  as  runnigadoes 
and  outlawed,  and  ftiall  be  enforced,  either  to  remove  to 
fome  other  place,  or  to  returne  into  our  native  country 
againe  ;  either  of  which  will  put  us  to  unfupportable  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  thefe  evils  (among  others)  will  necefiarily 
follow,  (i.)  Many  thoufand  fouls  will  be  expofed  to 
ruine,  being  layd  open  to  the  injuries  of  all  men.  (2.)  If 
wee  be  forced  to  defertthis  place,  the  reft  of  the  plantations 
(being  too  weake  to  fubfift  alone)  will,  for  the  mod  part, 
diffolve  and  goe  with  us,  and  then  will  this  whole  country 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or  Dutch,  who  would 
fpeedily  imbrace  fuch  an  oppertunity.  (3.)  If  we  fhould 
loofe  all  our  labour  and  cofts,  and  be  deprived  of  thole 
liberties  which  his  Majefty  hath  granted  us,  and  nothing 
layd  to  our  charge,  nor  any  fayling  to  be  found  in  us  in 
point  of  allegiance  (which  all  our  countrymen  doe  take 
notice  of  and  will  juftity  our  faithfulnefs  in  this  behalie) 
it  will  difcourage  all  men  heereafter  from  the  like  under¬ 
takings  upon  confidence  of  his  Majeftyes  royal  grant. 
Laftly,  if  our  patent  be  taken  from  us  (whereby  wee  iup- 
pofe  wee  may  clay  me  intereft  in  his  Majeftyes  favour 
and  protection)  the  common  people  here  will  confeive 
that  his  Majefty  hath  caft  them  oft,  and  that,  heereby, 
they  are  freed  from  their  allegiance  and  fubjection,  anu, 
thereupon,  will  be  ready  to  confederate  themfelves  under 
a  new  government,  for  their  neceftary  farety  and  lubfil 
ance,  which  will  be  of  dangerous  example  to  othei  plan¬ 
tations,  and  perillous  to  ourlelves  of  incurring  his  i  a- 

ieftyes  difpleafure?  which  wee  would  by  all  means  avoye  * 
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Upon  thefe  confideranons  wee  are  bold  to  renew  our 
humble  iupplications  to  your  Lorcifhips,  that  wee  may  be 
{offered  to  live  here  in  this  wilderncfs,  and  that  this  poors 
plantation,  which  hath  found  more  favour  from  God  than 
many  others,  may  not  finde  leflfe  favour  from  your  Lord- 
fhips  ;  that  cur  liberties  fliould  be  reftreyned,  when  others 
are  enlarged,  that  the  doore  fhould  be  kept  flourc  unto  us, 
while  it  ftands  open  to  all  other  plantations,  that  men  of 
ability  fhould  be  debarred  from  us,  while  they  give  incbu- 
ragement  to  other  colonies. 

Wee  dare  not  quefticn  your  Lord  (hips  proceedings  ; 
we  only  defire  to  open  our  grides  where  the  remedy  is  to 
be  expected  :  If  in  any  thing  we  have  offended  his  Ma- 
jefty  aud  your  Lordfhips,  wee  humbly  proftrate  ourfelves 
at  the  footftool  or  fupreame  authority;  let  us  be  made'  the 
cbjed  of  his  Majeftyes  clemency,  and  not  cut  off’,  in  our 
fuff  appeal,  from  all  hope  of  favour.  Thus,  with  our 
earned  prayers  to  the  King  of  Kings  for  long  life  and 
profpereety  to  his  iacred  Majefty  and  his  foyall  family, 
and  tor  all  honour  and  welfare  to  your  Lordfhips,  wee 
humbly  take  leave. 

This  is  a  true  copie  compared  with  the  original  on  fil< 
as  attdi  d. 

Edward  Rawsonj  Secretary, 
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The  Thefes  of  the  firft  Clafs  of  Graduates  at 
Harvard  College,  in  1642*. 

Spedatifiimis  Pietate,  et  Illuftriffimis  Eximia  Yirtute  Viris, 
D.  lohanni  Winthropo ,  inclytss  Maffachufetti  Colonic 
Gubernatori,  D.  Johanni  Endicotto ,  Vice- 
Guhernatori,  D.  "Thom.  Dudleo ,  D.  Rich . 
Rdlinghamo,  D.  lohan.  Humphry  do , 

D.  IfraeL  Stoughtono. 

Nec  non  Reverendis  pientiffimifque  viris  loanni  Cottono , 
loan.  fVilfono ,  Davenport ,  Tho.  JVeldo^  Hugoni 
Retro ,  Rho.  Shepardo ,  Collegij  Harvardenfis , 
nov.  Cantahr .  infpedtoribus  fideliffimis, 
caeterifque  Magiftratibus,  &  Ecclefia- 
rum  ejufdem  Colonise  Prefbyteris 
vigiiantiflimis. 

Has  Thefes  Philologicas,  &  Fhilofophicas,  quas,  Deo  duce, 
Praefide  Henrico  Dunftero ,  palam  pro  viriii  propugnare 
conabuntur  (honoris  &  obfervantiregrantia)  dicant 
confecrantque  in  artibus  liberalibus 
initiati  Adolefcentes. 

Benjamin  JVoodhrigius  }  Henricus  Saltonjiall  J  Nathaniel  Brujlerus 
Georgius  Doutmingus  j  Iohanne s  Bulkleius  {  Samuel  Bclhnghamus 
Guludmus  iiubbardus  j  Joannes  Wi If  emus  |  Tobias  Bernardus . 


*  From  the  year  1642  to  the  year  1764,  inclufive,  2i24perfons 
have  received  degrees  at  Harvard  College,  about  40  of  which  were 
honorary  degrees,  the  remainder  were  conferred  upon  luch  as  had 
been  admitted  ftudents  there.  In  July  laid,  1091  of  the  perfons 
graduated  remained,  alive,  the  eldeft  ot  whom  received  his  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1698.  The  falary  of  the  Prefident,  from 
the  firft  foundation,  has  been,  annually,  granted  by  the  government 
of  the  colony  and  province,  befides  annual  grants  which  have  oeen 
made,  for  many  years  pad,  to  the  feveral  profeffors  and  inftruftors, 

where  the  foundations  have  been  infufheient.  The  charge 
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Thefes  Thilologicas. 

GRAMMATICAL, 

IINGUARUM  Scientia  eft  utiliffima. 

Liters  non  exprimunt  quantum  vocis  organa  efieruntd 

3.  Hasbrasa  eft  Linguarum  Mater. 

4.  Confonantes  &  vocales  Lfebreorum  funt  cosetaneas. 

5.  Punftationes  chatephats  fyllabam  proprie  not  efficiunt, 

6.  Linguarum  Gneca  eft  copiofiftima. 

7.  Lingua  Grteca  eft  ad  accentus  pronuncianda. 

8.  Lingua  Latina  eft  eloquentiftima. 


of  the  feveral  buildings  alfo,  except  the  firft  houfe  built  princL 
paliy  by  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Harvard,  Stoughton-Hall,  by  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  Stoughton,  and  the  Chapel  by  Mrs.  Holden,  has 
always  been  born  by  the  government.  1  he  library,  confuting  of 
five  or  fix  thoufand  volumes,  many  of  them  by  the  mod  cele¬ 
brated  authors,  grew  out  of  donations  from  charitable  benefactors, 
unlefs  any  fmall  purchafes  have  been  made  out  of  the  college 
flock.  This  valuable  library,  together  with  the  apparatus,  and  the 
whole  of  the  college,  in  which  they  were  placed,  were  confirmed 
by  fre,  in  January  1 76 4.  Very  generous  prefents  have  been 

f nee  made,  towards  the  library,  but,  as  yet,  far  (fort  of  pro¬ 
curing  one,  equal  to  the  former.  Of  the  many  benefadlofs  to 
the  college,  the  family  of  Hollis  hands  the  fir  ft  upon  the  lift* 
Mr.  Thomas  Hollis  of  London,  who  died  in  1731,  founded  two 
profeflbrfhips,  one  of  divinity  and  the  other  of  mathematicks  and 
natural  philofophy.  lie  gave  an  apparatus  for  experimental  phi- 
lofophy,  and  made  great  and  frequent  additions  to  the  library. 
Several  other  branches  of  the  family  have  given  bountifully  to 
the  college,  particularly  the  prefent  Mr.  Hollis  of  Gray’s  Inn, 
who,  beftdes  his  donations  to  the  former  library,  has  given  largely 
towards  the  new  library  now  colle&ing.  The  general  court,  having 
caufed  a  new*  college  to  be  built  in  the  year  1763,  which  cotV 
between  four  and  five  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  it  has  taken  the 
name  of  Hollis-Had,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  benefa&ion3 
of  this  worthy  family.  i  fuppofe  the  donation  of  Thomas  Han¬ 
cock,  Eft};  late  of  Eoilon  deceafed,  who  gave  one  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  towards  founding  a  profeftbrfhip  for  the  oriental  languages* 
is  the  next  in  value.  His  executor  and  reliduary  legatee,  Mr.  John 
Hancock,  being  informed  of  his  teftator’s  intention  to  have  given 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  more,  towards  the  library,  generoufly 
gave  the  fame  fuin  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
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RHET  ORICA  S. 

RHETORIC  A  fpecie  differt  a  Logica. 

In  Elocutioneperfpicuitati  ceditornatus,ornatuicopia. 

3.  Aciio  primas  tenet  in  pronunciatione. 

4.  Oratoris  eft  celare  Astern. 

LOGICAS. 

UN  I  VERS  ALIA  non  funt  extra  inteJledhim. 

Omnia  Argumenta  non  funt  relata. 

3,  Caufa  fine  qua  n  n  eft  j  eculiaris  caufa  a  quatuor 

reiiquis  generaiibus. 

4.  Caufa  et  effedlus  funt  Omul  tempore. 

5.  Diflentanea  funt  asque  nota. 

6.  Contrarietas  eft  tantunl  inter  duo. 

7.  Sub  arc  relato  tollitur  co»relacum. 

S.  Genus  perfe&um  requaliter  communicatur  fpecie  bus. 
9.  Teftimonium  valet  quantum  leftis. 

10.  Elenchorum  dodrina  in  Logica  non  eft  neceflaria. 

1  i.  Axioma  contingens  eft,  quod  ita  verum  eft,  ut  ali- 
quando  falfum  efte  poffit. 

1  2.  Prrecepta  Artium  debent  efte  kata  pantos ,  hath ’  auto^ 
hath 5  clou  proton. 
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i  hcfes  Phi  ofcphicas. 

E  T  H  I  C  A  S. 


|  HILOSOPHIA  pra&ica  eft  eruditionis  meta. 

Aftio  virtutis  habitum  antecellic. 

Voluntas  eft  virtutis  moralis  fubjeftum. 
Voluntas  eft  formalitcr  libera. 

Prudentia  virtutum  difficillima. 

Prudenria  eft  virtus  intelledhialis  &  moralis 


7.  Tuftitia  mater  omnium  virtutum. 

8.  Mors  potius  lubsu nda  quam  aliquid  culpsperpetrandum. 

9.  Non  injufte  agit  mil  qui  libens  agit. 

10.  Mentiri  poteft  qui  verum  elicit. 

11.  Juveni  modeftia  fummum  ornamentum. 

,  PHYSIC  AS. 


co  ’  n 
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PHYSIC  A  S. 

CORPUS  naturale  mobile  eft  fubjeftum  Fhyfioe. 

Materia  fecunda  non  poteft  exiftere  fine  forma. 

3.  Forma  eft  accidens. 

4.  Unius  rei  non  eft  nifi  unica  forma  conftitutiva. 

5.  Forma  eft  principium  individuationis. 

6.  Privatio  non  eft  principium  internum. 

7.  Ex  metis  accidentibus  non  fit  fubftantia. 

8.  Quicquid  movetur  ab  alio  movetur. 

g.  In  omni  motu  movens  fimul  eft  cum  mobili. 

10.  Ccelum  non  movetur  ab  intelligentijs. 

1  r.  Non  dantur  orbes  in  ccelo. 

12.  Qtiodlibet  Elementum  habet  unam  ex  primis  qualita- 
tibus  fibi  maxime  propriam. 

.  Putredo  in  humido  fit  a  calore  externo, 

.  Anima  non  fit  ex  traduce. 

.  Vehemens  fenfibile  deftruit  fenfum. 

M  ETAPHISIC  AS. 

MNE  ens  eft  bonum. 

Ornne  creatum  eft  concretum. 

Quicquid  sternum  idem  &:  imrnenfum. 

Bonum  Mtcaphyfieum  non  fufcipit  gradus. 
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Copy  of  the  determination  of  arbitrators 
the  line  between  New-Haven  and 

in  1 650. 


for  fettlin 


the  Dutch, 


ARTICLE.*  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  upon  Connecticut,  Sept.  19,  16^0,  betwixt  the 
d  wit  gates  of  the  honored  commiflioners  of  the  united 
Lngliflie  colonies,  and  the  delegates  of  Peter  Stuyvefant, 
governor  general!  of  Nevve-Netherlands. 


Concerning  the  bounds  and  lymits  betwixt  the  Englifhe 
united  Coilonies  and  the  Dutch  province  of  New- 
Netherlands,  wee  agree  and  determine  as  followeth. 


1*  HP  hi  A  T  upon  Long-Ifland,  a  Line,  run  from  the 
JL  weftermoft  part  of  Oyfter-bay,  and  fo  in  a 
(freight  and  diredt  line  to  the  fea,  fhall  be  the  bounds  be- 
tweene  the  Englifhe  and  Dutch  there  ;  theeafterly  part  to 
belonge  to  the  Englifh,  the  weftermoft  part  to  the  Dutch. 


2.  i  he  bounds,  upon  the  maine,  to  begin  upon  the 
weft  fide  of  Greenwich  bav,  being  about  four  miles  from 
Stamford,  and  fo  to  run  a  wefterly  line  20  miles  up  into 
the  country,  and  after,  as  it  fhall  be  agreed  by  the  two 
governments  of  the  Dutch  and  Newe-Haven,  provided 
the  fajd  line  runn  not  within  tenn  miles  of  Hudfon’s  river. 
And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  Dutch  fhall  not,  at  any  tyme 
hereafter,  build  any  houfe  or  habitation  within  fix  miles  of 
the  laid  line,  the  inhabitants  of  Greenwich  to  remain  (till 
further  consideration  thereof  be  had)  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Dutch. 


3.  That  the  Dutch  final!  hould  and  enioy  all  the  lands 
in  Hartford,  that  they  are  actually  in  pofleftion  off,  knowne 

or 
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or  fett  out  by  certaine  merkes  and  bounces,  and  all  the 
remainder  of  the  laid  lands,  on  both  fides  01  Connecticut 
river,  to  be  and  remaine  to  the  Englifli  there. 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  aforefaid  bounds  and  lymyts, 
both  upon  the  ifland  and  maine,  fhall  be  oblerved  and 
kept  inviolable,  both  by  the  Englifne  of  the  united 
collonies  and  all  the  Dutch  nation,  without  any  encroach¬ 
ment  or  moleftation,  until  a  full  determination  be  agreed 
upon  in  Europe,  by  mutual  confent  of  the  two  {fates  of 
England  and  Holland. 

And  in  teftimony  of  our  joint  confent  to  the  feveral 
foregoing  conditions,  wee  have  hereunto  fett  our  hands 
this  19th  day  of  yber,  1650. 

Symon  Bradffreete  Tho:  Vvillet 

Tho:  Prence  Theo:  Baxter. 
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Cjpy  of  a  petition  to  the  Parliament  in  165-1. 

1  o  tne  moft  honourable  the  parliament  of  the  common- 
vvca»t,.  of  England,  thefupreme  authoritie,  Greeting. 

7  •!£  htanble  petition  of  the  general  court  of  the 
Matlachuletts-Bay  in  New- England. 

r“r%  HERE  coming  to  our  handes,  not  long  fince,  a 
printed  proclamation,  prohibiting  Tradewith  Vir- 
gmea,  Barbados,  Bermuda  and  Antego,  of  which 
_  we  were  ob'ervant  (though  to  the  great  Ioffe  and 
piejuoice  of  the  whole  colonie)  about  the  end  thereof  we. 

J,  that  the  parliament  had  given  power  to  the  counfaile 
ta  mite  to  place  governors  and  commiffioners  (without 
exception)  in  all  the  colonies  of  the  Englifh  in  America, 
wherein  we  finding  ourfelves  comprehended  as  wrapped 
I'd  ‘'hhl'12  anilide  with  ah  the  other  colonies  ;  our  cafe  be- 
g  cihe-ient  from  all  other  Englifh  colonies  in  America 
)cr  we  know  or  have  heard  :  Alfo  fince  receiving 
iiiiCi  mation  oy  ivir.  Window  our  agent,  that  it  is  the  par¬ 
liaments  pieaiure  that  we  mould  take  a  new  patent  from 
them,  and  keep  our  courts,  and  iffue  our  warrants  in  their 
names,  which  we  have  not  ufed  either  in  the  late  Kinges 
time  or  fince,  not  being  able  to  difeerne  the  need  of  f  uch 
an  injunction  :  Thefe  thinges  make  us  doubt  and  fear 
w  h..t  i.ntnded  tovvaida  us.  Eet  it  tnerefere  pleas  you, 
rnc.b  honourable,  we  humbly  entreat,  to  take  notice, 
lie-eby,  what  were  our  orders,  upon  what  conditions  and 
with  what  authority'  we  came  hither,  and  what  we  have 
done  fince  our  coining.  We  were  the  firft  m covers  and 
undertake  rs  of  foe  great  an  attempt,  being  men  able  enough 
fQ  hve  in  England  with  our  neighbours,,  and  being  helpi'ull 
IQ  Rtifers,  and  not  needing  the  help  of  any  for  outward 
•  thinges. 
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thmg.es,  about  three  or  four  and  twenty  years  fince,  feeing 
jiifr  caufe  to  teare  the  perfecution  of  the  then  bilhops  and 
high  commiffion,  for  not  conforming  to  the  ceremonies 
then  prefled  upon  the  confciences  of  thofe  under  their 
power,  we  thought  it  our  iafefl  courfe  to  get  to  this  out- 
lide  of  the  world,  out  of  their  view  and  beyond  their 
reach.  Yet  before  we  resolved  upon  foe  great  an  under¬ 
taking,  wherein  fhould  be  hazarded  not  only  all  our  effaces 
but  alfoe  the  lives  of  ourfelves  and  our  pcfterity,  both  in 
the  voyage -at  fea  (wherewith  we  were  unacquainted)  and 
in  coming  into  a  wildernefs  uninhabited  (unlefs  in  feme 
few  places  by  heathen  barbarous  Indians)  we  thought  it 
neceffary  to  procure  a  patent  from  the  late  King,  who  then 
ruled  all,  to  warrant  our  removal!  and  prevent  future  in- 
conveniencies,  and  foe  did.  Ry  which  patent,  liberty  and 
power  was  granted  to  us  to  live  under  the  government  of 
a.  governour,  magiftrates  of  our  owne  chufing,  and  under 
laws  of  our  owne  making  (not  being  repugnant  to  the 
lawes  of  England)  according  to  which  patent  we  have  go¬ 
verned  ourlelves  above  this  twenty-three  years,  we  coming 
hither  at  our  proper  charges,  without  the  help  of  the  Rare, 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  Ireedorne  of  our  goods  from 
cuftom,  and  having  expended,  fir  ft  and  laft,  in  our  tranf- 
portarion,  building,  fencinge,  warre  with  the  Indians, 
fortifying,  fubduing  the  earth  in  making  it  fit  for  culture, 
divers  hundereth  of  thoufapd  poundes  *,  and  have  now  made 
the  place  foe  habitable  that  we  are  enabled  to  live  in  a 
mean  and  low  condition,  and  alfoe  to  furnifh  other  places 
wkh  corne,  beife,  pork,  maftts,  clapboord,  pipe  ftaves, 
fifn,  beaver,  otter,  and  other  commodities,  and  hoped  that 
our  pofterity  fhould  reape  the  fruit  of  our  labours,  and  en¬ 
joy  the  liberties  and  privileges  wc  In sci  obteiuedfor  them, 
arid  lor  which  we  have  payd  foe  clear  and  run  foe  great 
hazards.  And  tor  our  carriage  and  demeanour  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  parliament,  for  thefe  ten  years,  fince  the  firft  be¬ 
ginning  of  your  differences  with  the  late  King  and  the 
wane  that  after  enfuied,  we  have  confla  .tiy  adheared  to 
you,  not  withdrawing  ourfelves  in  your  weakeft  condition 

and 
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and  doubtfulleft  times,  but  by  our  falling  and  prayers  for 
yourgood  fucceffe,  and  ourthankfgiving  after  the  fame  was 
attained,  in  daycs  of  folemnity  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe, 
as  alfoe  by  our  fending  over  ufeful  men  (others  alfoe  going 
voluntarily  from  us  to  help  you)  who  have  been  of  good 
ufe  and  done  good  acceptable  fervices  to  the  army,  de¬ 
claring  to  the  world  heerby,  that  fuch  was  the  duty  and 
love  we  beare  unto  the  parliament,  that  we  were  ready 
to  rife  and  fall  with  them  *,  for  which  we  have  buffered  the 
hatred  and  threats  of  other  Englifh  colonies,  now  in  re¬ 
bellion  againft  you,  as  alfoe  the  Ioffe  of  divers  of  our 
fhippes  and  goods,  taken  by  the  King’s  party  that  is  dead, 
by  others  commiffioned  by  the  King  of  Scotts,  and  by  the 
Portugalls.  All  which  if  you  fhall  pleas  jufily  and  favour- 
ab  y  to  confider,  we  cannot  but  hope,  but  that,  as  you  have 
fc  merly  conferred  many  favours  upon  us,  foe  it  fhall  goe 
noe  worie  with  us,  than  it  did  under  the  late  King  ;  and 
that  the  frame  of  our  government  fhall  not  be  changed, 
and  enflead  of  governour  and  magiftrates  yearly  by  our- 
felves  chofen,  have  other  impofed  upon  us  againft  our 
wills ;  wherein  if  our  hopes  ihould  deceave  us  (which  God 
forbid)  we  fhall  have  cauie  to  fay  we  have  fallen  into  hard 
times,  and  fit  downe  and  figh  out  our  too  late  repentance 
for  our  coming  hither,  and  patiently  bear  what  fhall  be 
impofed  upon  us ;  our  adverfity  in  fuch  a  cafe  being  the 
greater,  becaufefome  of  us  are  too  old,  and  all  oureftates 
growne  too  weake  (except  a  very  few)  to  feek  out  a  new 
corner  of  the  world  to  inhabit  in.  But,  as  we  faid  before, 
we  hope  that  this  moll  honourable  parliament  will  notcaft 
fuch  as  have  ad  beared  to  you  and  depended  upon  you, 
as  we  have  done,  into  foe  deep  defpaire,  from  the  fear  of 
which  we  humbly  defire  to  be  ipeedily  freed  by  a  juft  and 
gracious  anfwer;  which  will  frefhly  bind  us  to  pray  and 
ufe  all  lawfuil  endeavours  for  the  bleffing  of  God  upon 
you  and  the  p relent  government. 

We  will  conclude,  moft  honourable,  our  humble  peti¬ 
tion  with  the  heartie  acknowledgments  of  thegoodnes  of 
God  towards  us,  who  hath  put  into  your  hearts  gracioufly 
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to  conferre  upon  us  fo  many  undeferved  favours  and  great 
privileges,  from  tyme  to  tynie,  in  helping  on  the  great 
work  of  God  here  amongft  us,  in  taking  oft  the  cuftomes 
from  us,  in  enlarging  your  fund  of  bountie  towards  us 
for  the  propagating  of  the  gofpel  amongft  the  natives 
with  us,  which  work  God  profpereth  beyond  expectation 
in  fo  few  years ;  in  doing  us  that  juftice  in  flopping  all  ap¬ 
peals  from  hence  to  you,  in  fending  over  many  fervants 
to  us,  in  vouchfafeing  to  have  a  tender  care  over  us  upon 
all  occafions ;  for  there,  and  for  all  other  manifold  encou¬ 
ragements  receaved  from  the  moft  honourable  court  of 
parliament,  as  we  are  bound  to  praife  and  magnify  the 
name  of  our  good  God,  fo  we  acknowledge  it  our  bounden 
dutie,  not  only  to  be  heartilie  thankfull  to  the  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  but  ever  to  pray,  that  the  Lord  (if  it  be  his 
good  pleafure)  will  fo  eftabiifh  you  the  fupreame  authoritie 
of  that  commonwealth,  that,  all  your  enemies  being  fub- 
dued,  you  may  rule  in  peace  and  prolperitie,  to  his  glorie 
and  your  owne  comfort  here  on  earth,  and  everlaftinglie 
raigne  with  him  in  glorie  hereafter,  which  are  the  earned: 

defires  and  fervent  prayers  of 

Moft  honourable, 

Your  humble  fervants, 

J.  E. 

T.  D, 
Ed.  R. 

In  the  name  and  of  the  court. 
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Copy  or  a  Letter  to  Oliver  Cromwell  m 

Lorn  the  General  Court  of  the 
Mallachuftts. 

1  o  the  right  honorable  has  Excellence  the  Lord 

General  Cr<jmw eel. 

$ 

Right  Hon,),c- 

LI',  acknowledge  ourfelves  in  all  durie  bound,  not 
only  to  take  due  notice  of  that  tender  care  and 
undefer ved  refpeft  your  excellence  hath,  upon  all  occa- 
lions,  vouchlafed  unto  the  poor  defpifed  colonie  of  the 
Maflachuiets  in  New- England,  bur  alfo  to  acknowledge 
ourfelves  ever  obliged  to  iei  ve  you,  and  to  improve  that 
intereil  which,  through  grace,  we  have  obtained  in  Jehovah, 
the  God  of  armies,  to  prolper  you  and  your  great  and  godly 
undertakings  to  his  giorie  and  your  everlafting  comfort. 

Your  readines,  right  honorable,  to  doe  us  good,  hath 
occafioned  thefe  lines  to  be  preferred  to  your  excellence, 
to  the  end  that  no  priuat  information  may  occafion  your 
honor  (contrarie  to  your  ayrnes  and  ends)  to  preiudice  this 
colonie,  by  inviting  over  many  of  the  inhabitants  thereof 
to  be  tran /planted  into  Ireland  ;  wherein,  although  we 
venlie  beleeve  that  your  honor  aymes  at  the  giorie  of  God 
and  the  welfare  of  this  people,  yet  (wjthfauor)  we  conceave 
it  will  tend  to  the  contrarie,  for  thefe  reafons  following. 

Lirst ,  We  did  profeffe,  we  came  into  thefe  remote 
partes  or  the  earth  to  enioy  the  liberties  of  the  gofpel  in 
their  puritie,  which,  hitherto,  we  have  (through  the  grace 
of  Chrift)  had,  without  reftrainc,  thefe  23  years  and  above. 
Lo‘  that  there  is  no  folid  ground  for  any  defect  therein,  that 
vve  know,  that  mould  occafion  a  remoue. 


Secondlie, 
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Secondlie,  Gcd  hath  bit  fled  the  countrey  with  plentie 
of  food  of  allkindes,  generallie  through  the  land,  info- 
much  that  there  are  many  thoufands  of  buftiels  of  grime, 
and  other  proviGons,  of  beef,  pork,  &c.  yearly  tranfported 
to  other  places.  And  where  there  be  any  poore  people 
through  age,  orweaknes,  or  Ioffes  by  fire  or  other  hand  of 
God  upon  them  or  their  eftates,  the  churches  or  towns,  or 
both,  doe  contribute  to  their  wants.  So  that  poverti-e  can¬ 
not,  truely,  be  alleaged  to  be  a  ground  of  remouall. 

Ti-iirdlie,  We  know  not  a  more  healthie  place  in  the 
whole  world,  for  the  general,  than  this  land.  Therefore, 
there  can  be  no  ground  ofremouing  for  want  of  health. 

Fgurthlie,  We  know  not  any  countrey  more  peace¬ 
able  and  free  from  warre,  for  the  prefent,  through  the 
mercy  of  Gcd.  What  cur  unthankfullnefs  may  bring 
upon  us,  the  juft  God  onlie  knowes ;  but  we  de fire  the 
Lord  fo  to  guide  us,  that  we  may  not  provoke  the  eyes 
of  his  jelefie  againff  us.  Soe  that  we  may  conclave  there 
is  no  juft  ground  of  remouall  in  that  refpect. 

Fifthlie,  God  is  pleafed  hitherunto  to  maintayne 
unto  us  all  his  ordinances  both  in  church  and  common¬ 
wealth,  whereby,  fpreading  errors  in  judgement  are  /up- 
preffed,  and  prophanenes  and  wickednes  in  practice  punch¬ 
ed  according. to  rule  and  the  beft  light  God  is  pleafed  to 
vouchfafe  unto  us.  So  that  we  cannot  fee  ground  of  re- 
moueall  for  any  defeft  in  thefe  particulars. 

Sixthlie,  God  hath  made  this  colonie  to  be  inftru- 
mentall  in  the  convention  of  fome  of  the  natiues  amongft 


us,  and  many  more  are  hopefull  to  fubmitt  to  the  gofple 
and  beleeve  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  that  woike  is  brought 
to  this  perfe&ion  alreadie,  that  fome  of  the  Indians  them- 
felves  can  pray  and  prophefie,  in  a  comfortable  manner,  to 
the  reft,  with  great  gravitie,  reverence  and  zerde,  and  can 
write  and  read  Englifh  and  Indian  comfortably.  And 
many  fcores  of  them  affemble  together  upon  their  lecture 
clays,  and  are  well  affe&ed  to  the  gofple.  So  that  although 
this  may  not  fee  me  to  be  an  argument  iufficient  to  hinder 
fome  from  removing,  yet  it  might  be  a  juft  ground  of 
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confederation  for  many  to  turne  their  backs  upon  fo  hope- 
full  and  glorious  a  worke. 

Lastlte,  The  great  noife  and  general  report  of  fo 
many  invited,  and  intending  to  tranfplant  themfelves  into 
Ireland,  hath  occafioned  fome  difcouragement  and  weaken¬ 
ing  to  the  whole  bodie  of  the  colonie,  and  neceffarilie  brings 
an  ill  report  upon  the  land,  as  if  defeftive  in  that  which 
make  for  a  people’s  comfortable  fubfiftance,  which  cannot 
be  but  difhonourable  to  our  good  God,  who  hath  done 
fo  much  for  us  as  he  hath  done,  and  confequentlie  not 
comfortable  to  fuch  amongfl  us  as  have  occafioned  it. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  (right  honourable^  it  is  not  our 
purpofe,  in  laying  down  thefe  reafons  before  your  excel¬ 
lence,  to  hinder  any  families  or  perfons  to  remoue  to  any 
partes  of  the  world  where  God  calleth  them.  And  there 
is  a  law,  long  fince  eftablifhed  amongfl  us,  that  granteth 
fuch  a  libertie.  But  our  intent  onlie  is  to  let  your  excel¬ 
lence  underfland  the  (late  and  condition  of  this  people, 
that  God  may  have  his  due  praifes,  and  that  your  honor 
may  not  he  wronged  (by  particular  information)  of  the  flate 
of  this  colonie;  that,  accordingly,  your  excellence  may  act 
as  you  fhall,  for  the  future,  in  your  wifdome,  fee  meete. 

Furthermore,  we  humbly  petition  your  excellence 
to  be  pleafed  to  (hew  us  what  fauor  God  fhall  be  pleafed 
to  direfl  you  unto  on  our  behalfe,  to  the  moft  honorable 
parliament,  unto  whom  we  have  now  prefented  a  petition. 
The  copy  of  it,  verbatim,  we  are  bold  to  fend  herewith, 
that,  if  God  fo  pleafe,  we  may  not  be  hindered  in  our 
comfortable  proceedings  in  the  worke  of  God  heere  in  this 
wildernes.  Wherein,  as  for  other  fauors,  we  fhall  be 
bound  to  pray,  that  the  Captain  of  the  hoaft  of  Ifraell  may 
be  with  you  and  your  whole  army,  in  all  your  great  enter¬ 
prises,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  the  fubduing  of  his  and  your 
enemies,  and  your  everlafting  peace  and  comfort  in  Jefus 
Chrift.  In  whom  we  are,  Right  Honble> 

Your  moft  obliged  fervants, 

J.  E. 
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Copy  of  an  Add 


May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

T  T  hath  beene  no  fma!  comfort  to  us  poor  exiles,  in 
I  thefe  utmoft  ends  of  the  earth  (who  fometimes  felt 
and  often  feared  the  frownes  of  the  mighty)  to  have  had 
the  experience  of  the  good  hand  of  God,  in  raifinge  up 
fuch,  vvhofe  endeavours  have  not  beene  wantinge  to  our 
welfare  :  amongft  whom,  we  have  good  caufe  to  give  your 
highnefs  the  firft  place  :  who  by  a  continued  feries  of  fa¬ 
vours  have  obliged  us,  not  only  while  you  moved  in  a 
lower  orbe,  but  fmee  the  Lord  hath  called  your  highnefs 
to  fupreame  authority,  whereat  we  rejoice  and  dial  pray 
for  the  continuance  of  your  happy  government,  that  under 
your  fhadow  not  only  ourfelves,  but  all  the  churches  may 
find  reft  and  peace.  The  afiurance  of  your  highnefs’s 
endeavours  for  that  end  wee  have  lately  received  by  Major 
Sedgwick  and  Capt.  Leveritt,  for,  notwithstanding  the 
urgent  and  important  occafions  wherewith  your  highnefs 
is  prefled,  yet  your  goodnefs  hath  compelled  you  to  be 
mindful  of  us,  and  to  give  fuch  royal  demonftration  of 
your  grace  and  favour,  far  beyond  what  we  dared  to  ex¬ 
pert  ordefire,  upon  intelligence  of  our  condition  prefented 
to  your  highnefs  by  fame  private  friends,  whofe  well  mean- 
inge  to  us,  muftexcufe  their  miftake;  which  hath  made  us 
confident,  that  our  attendance  to  your  pleafure,  in  fur- 
niftfmge  the  (aid  gentlemen  with  voluntiers,  for  your 
highnefs’s  fervice  againft  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhatas,  will 
be  acceptable  :  with  whom  alio,  in  camplyance  with  our 
nation,  ever  fince  wee  heard  of  the  warr,  we  have  de¬ 
barred  ourfelves  of  all  commerce;  and  have  beene  exer- 
cifed  with  fcrious  and  confcientious  thoughts  of  our  duty 
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in  this  juncture  of  affaires  ;  therefult  whereof  was  in  .May 
That  it  was  mod  agreeable  to  the  gofpel  of  peace 
which  we  profefs,  and  fafelt  for  thefe  colonyes,  at  this  lea- 
fon,  to  forbeare  the  ule  of  the  fvvord  •,  and  though  fome 
of  the  other  eolonyes  feemed  to  be  of  another  m?nd,  yet 
there  wanted  the  concurrence  of  fuch  a  number  of  'the 
commiffioners  to  aft  accordingly,  without  whofe  confent 
foregoinge  (by  the  articles  of  our  confederation)  no  warr 
may  be  undertaken.  Wee  have  nothing  to  add,  to  what 
was  then  under  confidcration,  to  put  us  upon  that  under¬ 
taking,  in  reference  to  our  own  intered,  which  we  ought 
to  underftand  and  fhould  attend,  equally  with  our  friends 
not  more  concerned  than  ourfelves ;  wherein  if  wee 
Should  be  miftaken,  wee  hope  wee  fhall  not  be  loofers  with 
God  or  good  men,  by  our  tendernefs  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
importance,  and  fufpendinge  our  actings,  till  wee  fee  cleare 
and  fatisfyinge  grounds  of  our  undertakings,  fo  highly 
tendinge  to  the  violation  of  our  peace,  the  almoft  onely 
bleffinge  remaining  to  us,  of  all  our  outward  comforts  ; 
thedoffe  whereof, , with  the  neceffary  coniequents,  would 
add  fuch  weight  to  our  other  fufferings  as  might  over* 
whelme  us  in  lorrow,  and  in  that  refpeft,  render  us  of  all 
men  moil  miferable  ;  which  wee  a~e  affined  is  fo  far  from 
your  gracious  intentions,  that  wee  have  no  doubt,  but  the 
liberty  wee  have  taken,  of  the  waies  propofed  by  your 
highnefs,  to  take  that  which  is  in  our  underftandinge,  the 
moft  confident  with  our  peace  and  welfare  ;  will  be  molt 
acceptable  to  your  highnefs,  and  indeed  wee  cannot  but 
acknowledge  it  a  gracious  providence  of  God,  and  a  high 
favour  and  gentlcnefs  in  your  highnefs  towards  us,  that 
when  the  ohjeft  of  your  defire  was  our  good,  the  meanes 
to  attaine  that  end  fhould  no  way  prels  us  :  for,  with  all 
readinefs,  wee  haue  confented  the  laid  gentlemen  may 
raife  500  voluntiers,  armed  and  furnifhed  for  your  fervice, 
within  our  j uriidi6tion,  which  is  a  large  proportion  out  of 
our  fmall  numbers,  especially  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
wherein  the  preffinge  occafions  of  harvefi  doe  call  lor  ail 
our  hands  to  attend  that  fervice,  lead  the  following  winter 
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punifh  us  for  our  negledt :  Yet  have  wee  willingly  run 
this  hazzard,  that  wee  might,  in  fome  meafure,  manifeft 
our  devotion  to  your  fervice,  in  what  wee  may.  Sir,  be 
pleafed  to  beleeve  us,  that  our  harts  and  our  affetftions  to 
your  highnefs  are  fincere,  and  that  wee  fhould  account  it 
our  unhappinefs,  and  ranke  it  amongft  our  greateft  fuffer- 
ings,  to  incurr  your  highnefs’s  difpleafure,  though  wee 
fhould  never  feele  the  effe&s  thereof.  If,  therefore,  our 
underftandings  have  in  any  thing  mifleadus,  wemoft  hum¬ 
bly  crave  your  pardon,  and  that  your  highnefs  be  pleafed 
to  retaine  us  in  your  good  opinion  and  favour,  and  wee 
fhall  ever  pray  the  Lord,  your  proteftor  in  all  your  dangers, 
that  hath  crowned  you  with  honor  after  your  long  fervice, 
to  lengthen  your  daies,  that  you  may  long  continue  Lord 
Protestor  of  the  3  nations,  and  of  the  churches  of  Chrift 
Jelus.  In  whom  we  are, 

Sir, 

Your  Highnefs’s 

24th  Auguft,  devoted  fervants, 

3654. 

The  General  Court  of  the  Maffatufcts, 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  government  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Rhode-Illand,  concerning  the  Quakers. 

Much  honoured  Gentlemen, 

PLEASE  you  to  underftand,  that  there  hath  come  to 
our  view  a  letter  lubfcribed  by  the  honour’d  gentle¬ 
men  commiffioners  of  the  united  coloneys,  the  contents 
whereof  are  a  requeft  concerning  certayne  people  caled 
quakers,  come  among  us  lately,  &c. 

Our  defires  are,  in  all  things  pofiible,  to  purfue  after 
and  keepe  fayre  and  loving  corefpondence  and  entercourfe 
with  all  the  colloneys,  and  with  all  our  countrey  men  in 
New-England  *,  and  to  that  purpofe  we  have  endeavoured 
(and  fhdl  ftill  endeavour)  to  anfwere  the  defires  and  re- 
quefts  from  all  parts  of  the  countrey,  coming  unto  us,  in 
all  juft  and  equal]  returnes,  to  which  end  the  coloney  have 
made  ieafonable  provifion  to  preferve  a  juft  and  equal  en¬ 
tercourfe  between  the  coloneys  and  us,  by  giving  juftice  to 
any  that  demand  it  among  us,  and  by  returning  fuch  as 
make  efcapesfrom  you,  or  from  the  other  coloneys,  being 
fuch  as  fly  from  the  hands  of  juftice,  for  matters  of  crime 
done  or  committed  amongft  you,  &c.  And  as  concerning 
thefe  quakers  (To  caled)  which  are  now  among  us,  we  have 
no  law  among  us  whereby  to  punifh  any  for  only  declaring 
by  words,  &c.  their  mindes  and  underftanaings  con¬ 
cerning  the  things  and  ways  of  God,  as  to  falvation  and  an 
eternal  condition.  And  we,  moreover,  finde,  that  in  thofe 
places  where  thefe  people  aforefaid,  in  this  coloney,  are 
moft  of  all  fuffered  to  declare  themfclves  freely,  and  are 
only  opofed  by  arguments  in  difcourfe,  there  they  leaft 
of  all  defire  to  come,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  be¬ 
gin  to  loath  this  place,  for  that  they  are  not  oppofed  by 
the  civill  authority,  but  with  all  patience  and  meeknes  are 
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fuffered  to  fay  over  their  pretended  revelations  and  admo¬ 
nitions,  nor  are  they  like  or  able  to  gain  many  here  to 
their  way  •,  and  furely  we  find  that  they  delight  to  be  per- 
fecuted  by  civill  powers,  and  when  they  are  foe,  they  are 
like  to  gaine  more  adherents  by  the  confeyte  of  their  pa¬ 
tient  fufferings,  than  by  confent  to  their  pernicious  fayings. 
And  yet  we  conceive,  that  their  doftrines  tend  to  very 
abfolute  cutting  downe  and  overturning  relations  and  civil! 
government  among  men,  if  generally  received.  But  as  to 
the  dammage  that  may  in  likelyhood  accrue  to  the  neigh¬ 
bour  colloneys  by  their  being  here  entertained,  we  con¬ 
ceive  it  will  not  prove  fo  dangerous  (as  elle  it  might)  in 
regard  of  the  courfe  taken  by  you  to  fend  them  away  out 
of  the  countrey,  as  they  come  among  you.  But,  however, 
at  prefent,  we  judge  it  requifitt  (and  doe  intend)  to  com¬ 
mend  the  confideration  of  their  extravagant  outgoings 
unto  the  generall  affembly  of  our  coloney  in  March  next, 
where  we  hope  there  will  be  fuch  order  taken,  as  may,  in 
all  honeft  and  contientious  manner,  prevent  the  bad  effects 
of  their  dodtrines  and  endeavours  •,  and  foe,  in  allcourtious 
and  loving  refpedts,  and  with  defire  of  all  honeft  and  fayre 
commerce  with  you,  and  the  reft  of  our  honoured  and  be¬ 
loved  countreymen,  we  reft  / 


Yours  in  all  loving  refpe&s  to  ferve  you 


Benedi6t  Arnold,  Pref, 
"William  Baulfton, 
Randall  Howldon, 
Arthur  Fenner, 
William  Feild. 


From  Providence,  at  the 
court  of  trials,  held  for 
the  coloney, 0<5t.  13th, 
1657. 


To  the  much  honoured,  the  Generall  Court,  fitting  at 
Bofton,  for  the  Colloney  of  Maffachuffitts. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  R.  Cromwell,  Protestor, 
&c.  to  the  Governor  and  MagiPcrates  of  the 
Maffachufets  Colony  in  New-England. 

Loveing  Friends, 

WE  being  given  to  underftand,  that  Henry  Sewall 
of  Rowley  in  Mefiey-Tufick  bay  in  New-Eng¬ 
land,  dyed  about  foure  years  fince,  poflefifed  of  an  eftate 
of  lands  and  goods  in  the  colony  aforefaid,  and  that  the 
Paid  eftate  did  and  ought  to  defcend  and  come  to  his  only 
fonn  Henry  Sewall,  minifter  of  North  Baddefly,  in  our 
county  of  Southampton  in  England,  who  now  purpofeing 
to  make  a  voyage  into  New-England,  there  perfonally 
to  make  his  clay  me  to  the  laid  eftate,  hath  defired  our 
lycence  for  his  ablence,  as  alio  our  letters  recommendatory 
unto  you,  that  when  (by  the  helpe  of  God)  he  fhall  be 
arrived  in  New-England,  he  may  have  fpeedy  juftice  and 
right  done  him  concerning  the  faid  eftate,  that  Poe  he  may 
the  Pooner  returne  to  his  minifteriall  charge  at  North- 
Baddedy.  And  he  being  perfonally  knovvne  to  us  to  be 
laborious  and  induftrious  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and 
very  exemplary  for  his  holy  life  and  good  conversation, 
we  doe  earneftly  defire,  that  when  he  fhall  make  his  ad- 
dr  effts  to  you,  he  may  receive  all  lawful  favour  and 
furtherance  from  you,  for  the  fpeedy  difpatch  of  his  bufi- 
nefs  according  to  juftice  and  equity,  that  foe  he  may  the 
more  cxpeditioufly  returne  to  his  faid  charge,  where 
(through  the  blefting  of  God)  his  labours  in  the  gofpell 
maybe  further  ufefull  and  profitable  ;  which  we  fhall  ef- 
teeme  as  a  particular  refpett  done  to  us,  and  fhall  be  ready 
to  acknowledge  and  returne  the  fame  upon  any  occafion 
wherein  we  may  procure  or  further  your  good  and  wel¬ 
fare,  which  we  heartily  wifh  and  pray  for,  and  reft 

Whitehall,  the  23d  Your  very  louing  friend, 


of  March,  1658. 


Richard  P. 
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The  Court’s  Declaration  of  their  Rights  by 

Charter,  in  1661. 

At  the  Sefiions  of  the  Generali  Court,  held  at  Bofton 
the  loth  of  June,  1 66 1 .  The  Anfwer  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  unto  the  Matters  propofed  to  their  Confideration 
by  the  honourable  Generali  Court. 

1  ft,  Concerning  our  Liberties : 

^TirrE  conceive  the  patent  (under  God)  to  be  the 
V V  and  mayne  foundation  of  our  civil  polity 

here,  by  a  governour  and  company,  according  as  is  therein 
expreft. 

2.  The  governor  and  company  are,  by  the  patent,  a 
body  politique  in  faft  and  name. 

3-  This  body  politique  is  vefted  with  power  to  make 
freemen,  &c. 

4*  Thefe  freemen  have  power  to  choofe  annually  a 
governor,  deputy  governor,  afliftants,  and  their  feledt 
reprefentatives  or  deputies. 

5.  This  government  hath  alfo  power  to  fett  up  all  forts 
of  officers,  as  well  fuperiour  as  inferiour,  and  point  out 
their  power  and  places. 

6.  The  governor,  deputy  governor,  afliftants,  and  feledt 
reprefentatives  or  deputies,  have  full  power  and  authorise, 
both  legiflative  and  executive,  for  the  government  of  all 
the  people  here,  whether  inhabitants  or  ftrangers,  both 
concerning  ecciefiaftical  and  civil,  without  appeals,  except¬ 
ing  law  or  lawes  repugnant  to  the  lawesof  England. 

L  1  3  7.  This 
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7 .  This  government  is  priviledged,  by  all  fitting  means, 
(yea  if  neede  be)  by  force  of  armes,  to  defend  themfelves 
both  by  land  and  fea,  againft  all  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
fhall,  at  any  time,  attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftrudion,  in- 
vafon,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  plantation,  or  the 
inhabitants  therein,  befides  other  privileges,  mentioned  in 
the  patent,  not  here  expreffed,  &c. 

8.  We  conceive  any  impofition  prejudicial!  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  contrary  to  any  juft  law  of  ours  (not  repugnant  to  the 
iawesof  England)  to  be  an  infringement  of  our  right. 

ad,  Concerning  our  dutyes  of  allegiance  to  our 
foueraigne  lord  the  King. 

1.  We  ought  to  uphold,  and  to  our  power  mainteyne 
this  place,  as  of  right  belonging  to  our  foueraigne  lord  the 
King,  as  holden  of  his  Majeftyes  manor  of  Eaft  Green¬ 
wich,  and  not  to  fubjed  the  fame  to  any  forcigne  prince 
or  potentate  whatfover. 

2.  We  ought  to  endeavour  the  prefervation  of  his 
Majeftyes  royall  perfon,  realmes  and  dominions,  and,  ho 
farr  as  lyeth  in  us,  to  difcover  and  prevent  all  plotts  and 
confpiracies  againft  the  fame,  &c. 

3.  We  ought  to  feeke  the  peace  and  profperitie  of  our 
King  and  nation,  by  a  faithfuil  difcharge  in  the  govern¬ 
ing  of  this  people  committed  to  our  care,  &c. 

Firft.  By  punching  all  fuch  crimes  (being  breaches  ol 
the  firft  and  fecond  table)  as  are  committed  againft  the 
peace  of  our  foueraigne  lord  the  King,  his  royall  crowne 

and  dignity. 

Second,  In  propagating  the  gofpell,  defending  and  up¬ 
holding  the  true  chriftian  or  proteftant  religion,  according 
to  the  faith  given  by  our  Lord  Chrift  in  his  woid  :  Oui 
dread  foueraigne  being  fly  led  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

The 


/ 
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The  premiffes  confidered,  it  may  well  Hand  with  the 
loyalty  and  obedience  of  fuch  fubjedls,  as  are  thus  privi- 
ledged  by  their  rightfull  foueraigne  (for  him  fed f,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflfors  for  ever)  as  caufe  fhall  require,  to  pleade 
with  their  prince  againft  all  fuch  as  fhall  at  any  time  en¬ 
deavour  the  violation  of  their  privileges. 

We  further  judge,  that  the  warrant  and  letter  from  the 
King’s  Majefty  for  the  apprehending  of  Colonell  Whalley 
and  Colonell  Goffe,  ought  to  be  diligently  and  faithfully 
executed  by  the  authority  of  this  court. 

And  alfo  that  the  generall  court  may  doe  fafely  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  in  cafe,  for  the  future,  any  legally  obnoxious  and 
flying  from  the  civil  juftice  of  the  ftate  of  England,  fhall 
come  over  to  thefe  parts,  they  may  not  here  expedt 
fhelter. 

By  the  order  and  confent  of  the  committee. 

Bofton,  Thomas  Danforth. 

104  mo.  1661. 

The  court  allowes  and  approves  of  the  report  of  the 

committee. 

This  is  a  true  copie  taken  out  of  the  courts  booke  of 
records,  as  attefts 

Edw.  Rawson,  Seer. 
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number  XIV. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  William  Goffe,  one  of 

the  Regicides,  from  his  Wife,  in  1662. 

/ 

My  deareft  Hart, 

T  Have  been  excedingly  refrefht  with  your  choyce  and 
JL  precious  letter  of  the  29th  May,  1662.  Thofe  fcrip- 
turcs  you  mention,  through  mercy,  with  many  others, 
are  a  great  fupport  and  comfort  to  me  in  this  day  of  my 
great  afflidtion.  Through  grace  I  doe  experience  the 
Lords  prefence  in  fupporting  and  providing  for  mee  and 
mine,  in  this  evil]  day.  The  prefervation  of  yourfelfe  and 
my  deare  father,  next  to  the  light  of  his  own  countenance, 
is  the  choyceft  mercy  that  I  enjoy.  For,  to  heare  of  your 
wellfare  gives,  as  it  were,  a  new  life  to  me.  Ah!  what  am 
1,  poore  worme,  that  the  great  God  of  heavep  and  earth 
fhould  continue  fuch  merceys  to  mee  and  mine,  as  I  at  this 
day  enjoy.  Many  others  have  loft  their  deare  ycuke- 
fellowes,  and  out  of  all  hopes  to  fee  them  in  this  life  ;  but 
that  is  not  my  condition,  as  yet,  bleffed  be  his  holy  name, 
for  he  hath  made  mee  hope  in  his  word.  10  Zech.  9.  And 
I  will  Jow  them  among  the  people,  and  they  Jhall  remember 
me  in  farr  countreys ,  and  they  Jhall  live  with  their  children 
and  turne  againe . —  Perfection  begins  to  be  high  heere, 
the  bifhops  courts  are  up  as  high  as  ever.  But,  wee  have 
the  promifes  of  a  faithful!  God  to  live  upon,  and  he  hath 
faid,  T'o  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  beleeve ,  but  to  fuffer . 
He  hath  alfoe  promiled  to  lay  noe  more  upon  his  poore 
people  than  he  will  give  flrength  to  beare.  Oh  my  hart ! 
1  doe,  with  my  whole  foule,  bleffe  the  Lord  for  his  un- 
fpeakeable  goodnes  to  you  and  your  deare  friend,  in  that 
he  hath  been  plealed  to  appeare  foe  eminently  for  your 
prefervation.  He  brings  to  the  grave,  and  raifes  up  againe. 
Oh  that  the  experience  that  wee  have  dayly  of  his  good¬ 
nes  may  make  us  trull  him  for  the  future.  Wee  have 
.  >  feene 
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feene  that  word  in  the  5th  of  Job,  in  fome  meafure,  made 
good  to  you.  Reade  the  12th  verfe  *  from  the  nth  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter,  there  is  much  comfort  to  thofe 
in  our  condition  ;  as  alfoe  in  91  Pfal.  O  my  deare,  let  us 
henceforth  make  the  Lord  our  refuge  and  our  truft,  and 
then  he  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  leathers,  and  be  a  fandtu- 
ary  to  thee,  wherefoever  he  fhall  caft  thee.  I  mention 
thefe  fcriptures  becaufe  I  have  found  comfort  in  them,  and 
I  hope  thou  wouldeft  doe  foe  too.  I  fhall  now  give  you 
an  account  of  your  family,  as  farre  as  I  dare.  Through 
mercy,  I  and  your  little  ones  are  in  reafonable  health,  only 
Betty  and  Nan  are  weakely,  and  I  feare  will  be  lame  a 
little,  the  others  are  very  lufty.  I  am  yet  with  my  aunt, 
but  how  foon  fhe  may  be  forft  to  give  up  houfekeeping 
I  know  not  (for  fhe  is  warned  in  to  the  bifhops  court)  and 
wee  fhall  be  difperft ;  but  I  hope  the  Lord  will  provide  for 
us,  as  he  hath  done  hitherto. — Oh  my  deare,  lett  our 
truft  be  in  the  Lord  alone.  I  do  hartily  wifh  myfelfe  with 
thee,  but  that  I  feare  it  may  bee  a  meanes  to  difcover  thee, 
as  it  was  to - and  therefore  i  fhall  forbeare  attempt¬ 

ing  any  fuch  thing  for  the  prefent,  hoping  that  the  Lord 
will,  in  his  owne  time,  returne  thee  to  ns  againe ;  for  he 
hath  the  harts  of  all  in  his  hands,  and  can  change  them 
in  a  moment.  I  rejoyce  to  heere,  that  you  are  fo  willing 
to  be  at  the  Lords  difpofall  *,  indeed,  we  are  not  our  owne, 
for  wee  are  bought  with  a  price,  with  the  precious  blood 
pf  t  e  Lord  Jefus :  And,  therefore,  let  us  comfort  our- 
felves  with  this,  though  we  fhould  never  meete  in  this 
world  againe,  yet  1  hope,  through  grace,  wee  fhall  meete 
in  heaven,  and  foe  ever  be  with  the  Lord,  and  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  men  to  part  us.  My  dear,  I  know 
you  are  confident  of  my  affedtion,  yet  give  me  leave  to  tell 
thee,  thou  art  as  deare  to  me  as  a  hufband  can  be  to  a 
wife,  and,  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  I  could  doe  to  make 
you  happy,  I  fhould  doe  it,  if  the  Lord  would  permitt, 
though  to  the  Ioffe  of  my  life.  As  for  newes,  I  (hall 
forbeare  writeing  of  any,  for  I  know  not  much,  and  you 
may  heare  it  from  better  hands.  My  unkle  Burket  is 

dead, 


534 


appendix. 

dead,  and  my  mother  is  with  her.  My  brother  John  is 
gon  beyond  fea,  but  I  know  not  whither.  His  father-in- 
law  is  dead.  My  dear,  my  aunt  and  many  others  are  very 
kinde  to  mee,  foe  that,  through  mercy,  I  have  noe  want 
of  food  andrayment,  though  in  ameaneway.  The  Lord 
is  pleafed  to  fuite  my  nunde  to  my  condition,  and  to  give 
mee  ftrength,  in  fome  meafure,  to  take  paines  with  my 
children,  which  I  look  upon  as  a  great  mercy.  I  know  not 
whether  I  may  ever  have  another  opportunity  to  fend  to 
you  this  fealon  ot  noe,  which  makes  me  the  longer  now  ; 
for  I  fhall  not  fend  but  by  thofe  I  judge  to  be  faithfull,  and’, 
I  being  in  the  country,  1  may  not  heareof  every  opportu¬ 
nity  ;  and,  though  it  is  an  unipeakeable  comfort  to  mee  to 
heare  of  thy  wellfare,  yet  i  earneftiy  beg  of  thee  not  to 
fend  too  often,  for  feare  of  the  worft  5  for  they  are  very 
vigilant  here  to  find  out  perfons.  But  this  is  my  comfort, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  men  to  ad  their  owne  will.  And 
now,  my  dear,  with  1 000  tears,  I  take  my  leave  of  thee, 
and  recommend  thee  to  the  great  keeper  of  Ifraell,  who 
neither  {lumbers  nor  fleepes,who,  I  hope,  will  keepe  thee, 
and  my  deare  friend  with  thee,  from  all  your  enemies, 
both  Ipirituall  and  temporal!,  and  in  his  owne  time  return 
you  with  fafety  to  your  family.  Which  is  the  dayly  prayer 
of  thy  affedionate  and  obedient  wife,  till  death, 

F. 

Many  freinds  here  defire  to  be  remembered  to  you.  It 
will  not  be  convenient  to  name  them.  1  am  lure  you 
have  a  ftock  of  prayers  going  for  you  here,  which  you 
and  I  reape  the  benefitt  of.  My  humble  duty  prefented 
to  you  know  who. 

Fredrick,  and  the  reft  of  thy  deare  babes  that  can  fpeake, 
prefent  their  humble  duty  to  thee,  talke  much  of  thee, 
and  long  to  fee  thee. 

My  humble  duty  to  my  dear  father,  and  tell  him  I  pray 
for  him  with  my  whole  hart ;  but  I  am  foe  bad  a  feribe 
1  dare  not  write  to  him.  Pray  be  private  and  carefull 
who  you  truft. 
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number  XV. 

Copy  of  a  Commiffion  from  King  Charles  the 
Second,  to  Col.  Nichols  and  others,  m  1664. 

Charles  the  2d,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England, 
Scotland*  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  frauh,  &x. 

To  all  whom  theie  prefents  fhall  come.  Greeting. 
HEREAS  we  have  received  feveral  addreffes .from 
our  fubjects  of  feveral  colonies  in  N.E.  all  full  of 
duiyT and  affeftion,  and  expreffions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance 
to  us,  with  their  humble  defires  that  we  would  renew  then 
feveral  charters,  and  receive  them  into  our  favouiablc 
opinion  and  protection  ;  and  feverai  of  ous  colonies  there * 
and  other  our  loving  iubjeCts*  have  likewne  complained  of 
differences  and  difputes  arifen  upon  the  limits  and  bounds 
of  their  feveral  charters  and  jurifdi&ions,  whereby  un- 
neighbourly  and  unbrotherly  contentions  have  and  may 
ariie,  to  the  damage  and  diferedit  of  the  Englifh  intereft  : 
And  that  all  our  good  fubje&s  redding  there,  and  being 
planters  within  the  ieveral  colonies,  do  not  enjoy  tne  libei- 
ties  and  privileges  granted  to  them,  by  our  ieveral  char¬ 
ters,  upon  confidence  and  affurance  ot  which  they  trans¬ 
ported  themfelves  and  their  eftates  into  thole  parts.  And 
we  having  received  fome  addreffes  from  the  great  men  and 
natives  of  thole  countries,  in  which  they  compia.n  of 
breach  of  faith,  and  a6ts  of  violence  and  injuftice,  which 
they  have  been  forced  to  undergoe  from  our  fubje&s, 
whereby  not  only  our  government  is  traduced,  but  the  re* 
putation  and  credit  of  chriftian  religion  brought  into  pre¬ 
judice  and  reproach,  with  the  gentiles  and  inhabitants  of 
thofc  countries  who  know  not  God,  the  reduction  of 
whom  to  the  true  knowledge  and  fearc  of  God  is  the  moft 
worthy  and  glorious  end  of  all  thofe  plantations.  Upon 
all  which  motives,  and  as  an  evidence  and  maniteftation  of 
our  fatherly  affe&ion  towards  all  our  fubjedis  in  thofe 
feveral  colonies  of  New-England  (that  is  to  fay,  of  the 
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Maffachufets,  Connecticut,  New-PJitnouth,  Road-Ifland, 
and  I  rovidence  plantation,  and  all  other  plantations  within 
that  tract  or  land,  known  under  the  appellation  of  New- 
England)  and  to  the  end  we  may  be  truly  informed  of  the 
ltate  and  condition  of  our  good  fubjeds  there,  that  fo  we 
may  the  better  know  how  to  contribute  to  the  further 
improvement  of  their  happinels  and  profperity. 

Know  yee  therefore,  that  wee  repofing  fpecial  truftand 
confidence  in  tne  fidelity,  wifdome,  and  circumfoedion  of 
our  trufty  and  well- beloved  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir 
Robert  Carre,  Knt.  George  Cartwright,  Efq;  and  Samuel 
Maverick,  Efq;  of  our  fpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  have  made,  ordained,  conflituted,  and  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  make,  ordain,  conftitute, 
and  appoint  the  faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 
Carre,  George  Cartwright,  and  Samuel  Maverick,  ourConv 
miffioners,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  them,  or  any 
three  or  two  of  them,  or  of  the  furvivors  of  them,  of  whom 
wee  will  the  faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  during  his  life, 
fhall  be  alwaies  one,  and  upon  equal  divifions  of  opinions, 
to  have  the  calling  and  decifive  voice,  in  our  name  to  vifit 
all  and  every  the  feveral  colonies  aforefaid,  and  alfo  full 
power  and  authority  to  heare  and  receive,  and  to  examine 
and  determine,  ail  complaints  and  appeales  in  all  caufes  and 
matters,  as  well  military  as  criminal  and  civil,  and  proceed 
in  all  things  for  the  providing  for  and  fettling  the  peace 
and  fecurity  of  the  faid  country,  according  to  their  good 
and  lound  discretions,  and  to  fuch  inftrudions  as  they  or 
the  furvivors  of  them  have,  or  fhall  from  time  time  re¬ 
ceive  from  us  in  that  behalfe  ;  and  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  fhall  find  expedient,  to  certify  us  or  our  privy  counfel, 
of  their  actings  and  proceedings,  touching  the  premifTes. 
And  for  the  doing  thereof,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
relateing  thereunto,  thefe  prefents,  or  the  inrolment  thereof, 
fhall  be  unto  them  a  lufficient  warrant  and  difcharge  in 
that  behalf.  In  wirnefs  whereof,  wee  have  caufed  thefe 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Wirnefs  ourfelfe  at  VVeft- 
minfler,  the  25th  day  of  April,  in  the  fixteenth  yeare  of 
our  reigne.  N  U  IVfc 
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NUMBER  XVI. 

Copy  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Maflachufets  Colony 
to  King  Charles  the  2d,  in  1664. 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majestie, 

The  humble  fupplication  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
Mafiachufett  Colony  in  New-England. 

Dread  Soveraigne, 

IFF  your  poor  fubjedts,  who  have  removed  themfelves,  . 

into  a  remote  corner  of  the  earth  to  enjoy  peace  with 
God  and  man,  doe,  in  this  day  of  their  trouble,  proftrate 
themfelves  at  your  royal  feet,  and  beg  your  favour,  we 
hope  it  will  be  gracioufly  accepted  by  your  Majeftie. 
And  that,  as  the  high  place  you  fuftein  on  earth  doth 
number  you  here  among  the  gods,  fo  you  will  imitate 
the  God  of  heaven,  in  being  ready  to  maintain  the  caufe 
of  the  affiidted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor,  and  to  receive 
their  cries  and  addreffes  to  that  end.  And  we  humbly 
befeech  your  majeftie,  with  patience  and  clemency,  to 
heare  and  accept  our  plain  difcourfe,  tho  of  fomewhat 
greater  length  than  would  be  comely  in  other  or  leflfer 
cafes.  Wee  are  remote,  and  can  fpeake  but  feldom,  and 
therefore  crave  leave  to  fpeake  the  more  at  once.  Wee 
(hall  not  largely  repeat,  how  that  the  firft  undertakers  for 
this  plantation,  having,  by  confiderable  fumms,  purchafed 
the  right  thereof,  granted  to  the  counfel  eftablifhed  at 
Plimouth  by  King  James,  your  royal  grandfather,  did  after 
obtain  a  patent,  given  and  confirmed  to  themfelves,  by  your 
royal  father,  King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein  it  is  granted 
to  them,  and  their  heirs,  affigns,  and  affociates  for  ever  ; 
not  only  the  abfolute  ufe  and  propriety  of  the  tradl  of 
land  therein  mentioned,  but  alfo  full  and  abfolute  power  of 
governing  all  the  people  of  this  place,  by  men  chofen  from 
among  themfelves,  and  according  to  fuch  lawes  as  they  fhall, 
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/.  from  time  to  time,  fee  meet  to  make  and  eftablifh,  being 

not  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England  (they  paying  only 
the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  gold  and  filver  that  fhall  here 
he  found,  for  and  in  refpect  of  all  duties,  demands,  ex¬ 
actions,  and  fervice  whatloever)  as  in  the  faid  patent  is  more 
at  large  declared.  Under  the  encouragement  and  fecurity 
of  which  royal  charter,  this  people  did,  at  their  own 
charges,  tranfport  themfelvcs,  their  wives  and  families, 
|  over  the  ocean,  purchafe  the  lands  of  the  natives,  and  plant 

this  colony,  with  great  labour,  hazards,  coft,  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  for  a  long  time  wreftling  with  the  wants  of  a  wilder- 
nes,  and  the  burdens  of  a  new  plantation  *,  having  aifo,  now 
above  30  yeares,  enjoyed  the  aforefaid  power  and  privi- 
ledge  of  government  within  themfelves,  as  their  undoubted 
right  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man.  And  having  had, 
moreover,  this  further  favour  from  God,  and  from  your 
Majeftie,  that  wee  have  received  feveral  gracious  letters 
from  your  royal  felfe,  full  of  expreffions  tending  to  con- 
firme  us  in  our  enjoyments,  viz.  in  your  Majefties  letter 
bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  February  1660,  you  are 
pleafed  to  confider  New-England  as  one  of  the  chiefeft  of 
your  colonies  and  plantations  abroad,  having  enjoyed  and 
grown  up  in  a  long  and  orderly  eftablifhment  *,  adding  this 
royal  promife,  Wee  (hall  not  come  behind  any  of  our  royal 
predeceffors  in  a  juft  encouragement  and  protection  of  all 
fHm  '  our  loving  fubjects  there.  In  your  Majefties  letter  of  the 

28th  of  June,  1662,  fent  us  by  our  meflengers,  befides 
many  other  gracious  expreffions,  there  is  this  [Wee  will 
preferve  and  do  hereby  confirme  the  patent  and  charter 
heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our  royal  father  of 
blefled  memory,  and  they  fhall  freely  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
ledges  and  liberties  granted  unto  them  in  and  by  the  fame.] 
As  for  fuch  particulars,  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature, 

.  :  which  are  fubjoined  in  the  faid  letter,  wee  have  applyed 

ourfelves  to  the  utmoft  to  fatisfy  your  Majeftie,  fo  far  as 
,  doth  confift  with  confidence  of  our  duty  toward  God,  and 

the  juft  liberties  and  priviledges  of  our  patent.  Wee  are 
j  further  bound,  with  humble  thankfulnefs,  tO' acknowledge 
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your  Majefties  gracious  expreffions  in  your  laffc  letter  wee  , 
have  received,  dated  April  23,  1664,  as  (befides  other 
inftances  thereof)  That  your  Majeftie  hath  not  the  leaft 
intention  or  thought  of  violating,  or,  in  the  leaft  degree, 
infringing  the  charter  heretofore  granted  by  your  royal  fa¬ 
ther,  with  great  wifdom,  and  upon  full  deliberation,  &c. 

But  what  affliction  of  heart  muft  it  needs  be  unto  us, 
that  our  fins  have  provoked  God  to  permit  our  adverfaries 
to  fet  themfelves  againft  us  by  their  mifinformations,  com¬ 
plaints,  and  folicitations  (as  fome  of  them  have  made  it 
their  worke  for  many  yeares)  and  thereby  to  procure  a 
commiffion  under  the  great  feal,  wherein  4  perfons  (one  of 
them  our  knowne  and  profefled  enemy)  are  impowered  to 
heare,  receive,  examine,  and  determine  all  complaints  and 
appeals,  in  all  caufes  and  matters,  as  well  military  as  crimi¬ 
nal  and  civil,  and  to  proceed  in  all  things,  for  fettling  this 
country,  according  to  their  good  and  found  difcretions,&c. 
Whereby,  inftead  of  being  governed  by  rulers  of  our  owne 
choofing,  (which  is  the  fundamental  privilege  of  our  patent) 
and  by  lawes  of  our  owne,  wee  arc  like  to  be  fubjeCted  to 
the  arbitrary  power  of  ftrangers,  proceeding  not  by  any 
eftablifhed  law,  but  by  their  own  diferetions.  And  where¬ 
as  our  patent  gives  a  fuffleient  royal  warrant  and  difeharge 
to  all  officers  and  perfons  for  executing  the  lawes  here  made 
and  published,  as  is  therein  directed,  wee  fhall  now  not 
be  difeharged,  and  at  reft  from  further  moleftation, 
when  wee  have  fo  executed  and  obferved  our  lawes,  but 
be  liable  to  complaints  and  appeale.s,  and  to  the  determi¬ 
nations  of  new  judges,  whereby  our  government  and  ad- 
miniftrations  will  be  made  void  and  of  none  effeCt.  And 
tho  wee  have  yet  had  but  a  little  tafte  of  the  words  or 
aftings  of  thefe  gentlemen,  that  are  come  over  hither  in 
this  capacity  of  commiffioners,  yet  we  have  had  enough  to 
confirme  us  in  our  feares,  that  their  improvement  of  this 
power,  in  purfuance  of  their  commiffion  (ffiould  the  fame 
proceed)  wdl  end  in  the  fubverfion  of  our  all.  We  Ihould 
be  glad  to  hope  that  your  Majefties  inftruCtions  (which 
they  have  no;  yet  been  pleafed  to  impart  unto  us)  may 
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put  fuch  limitations  to  their  bufines  here,  as  will  take  off 
much  of  our  feare  ^  but  according  to  the  prefent  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  we  thus  fpeakfc. 

In  this  cate  (dread  foveraigne)  our  refuge  under  God, 
is  your  royal  felte,  whom  wee  humbly  addrefle  ourfelves 
unto,  and  are  the  rather  emboldhed  therein,  becaufe  your 
Majefties  laft  gracious  letter  doth  encourage  us  to  fuggeft 
what,  upon  the  experience  we  have  had,  and  obfervation 
we  have  made,  we  judge  neceflary  or  convenient  for  the 
good  and  benefit  of  this  your  plantation,  and  becaufe  we 
are  well  perfwaded  that  had  your  Majeftie  a  full  and  right 
information  of  the  date  of  things  here,  you  would  find  ap¬ 
parent  reafon  to  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  proceedings,  which  are 
certainly  differvient  to  your  Majefties  intereft,  and  to  the 
profperity  and  welfare  of  this  place. 

If  thefe  things-  go  on  (according  to  the  prefent  appear¬ 
ance)  your  fubjefts  here  will  either  be  forced  to  feekenew 
dwellings,  or  finke  and  faint  under  burdens  that  will  be  to 
them  intollerable.  The  vigour  of  all  new  endeavours  in 
the  feveral  callings  and  occupations  (either  for  merchandize 
abroad,  or  further  fubduing  this  wildernefs  at  home)  will 
be  enfeebled,  as  we  perceive  it  already  begins  to  be,  the 
good  of  converting  the  natives  obftrudted,  the  inhabitants 
driven  to  we  know  not  what  extremities,  and  this  hopeful 
plantation  in  the  iffue  ruined.  But  whatever  becomes  of 
us,  we  are  fure  the  adverfary  cannot  countervail  the  Kings 
damages.  It  is  indeed  a  grief  to  our  hearts,  to  fee  your 
Majeftie  put  upon  this  extraordinary  charge  and  coft  about 
a  bufinefs,  the  product  whereof  can  never  reimburfe  the 
one  halfe  of  what  will  be  expended  upon  it.  Impofed 
rulers  and  officers  will  have  occafion  to  expend  more  than 
can  be  raifed  here,  fo  as  nothing  will  returne  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefties  exchequer  *  but  inftead  thereof,  the  wonted  bene¬ 
fit  by  cuftomes,  exported  and  imported  into  England  from 
hence,  will  be  diminiffied  by  the  difeouragement  and  dimi¬ 
nution  of  mens  endeavours  in  their  feveral  occupations ;  or 
if  the  aime  ffiouid  be  to  gratify  fome  particular  gentlemen 

by  livings  and  revenues  here,  that  will  alfo  fail,  where 
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nothing  is  to  be  had,  the  King  himfelf  will  be  a  loofer,  and 
fo  will  the  cafe  be  found  to  be  here  ;  for  fuch  is  the  poverty 
and  meannes  of  the  people  of  this  country  (by  reafon  of 
the  length  and  coldnes  of  the  winters,  the  difficulty  of 
fubduing  a  wilderneffe,  defeCt  of  a  ftaple  commodity, 
the  want  of  money,  &c.)  that  if,  with  hard  labour,  men 
get  a  fubfiftence  for  their  families,  tis  as  much  as  the  ge¬ 
nerality  are  able  to  do,  paying  but  very  final  rates  towards 
the  publick  charges,  and  yet,  if  all  the  country  hath  ordi¬ 
narily  raifed  by  the  year  for  all  the  charges  of  the  whole 
government  were  put  together,  and  then  doubled  or  tre¬ 
bled,  it  would  not  be  counted,  for  one  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men,  a  confiderable  accommodation. 

It  is  true,  that  the  eftates- men  have,  in  conjunction  with 
hard  labour  and  vigorous  endeavors  in  their  feueral  places, 
do  bring  in  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  for  fuch  a  mean  peo¬ 
ple  (we  dare  not  diminifh  our  thankfulnes  to  God  that  he 
provides  for  us  in  a  wildernefs  as  he  doth)  yet  neither  will 
the  former  ftand  if  the  latter  be  difcouraged,  nor  will  both 
ever  anfwer  the  ends  of  thofe  that  need  or  feeke  ereat 
things.  We  perceive  there  have  been  great  expectations 
of  what  is  to  be  had  here,  raifed  by  fome  mens  informa¬ 
tions,  but  thofe  informations  will  prove  fallacious,  difap- 
pointing  them  that  have  relyed  upon  them.  And,  if  the 
taking  of*  this  courfe  fhould  drive  the  people  out  of  the 
:ountry  (for  to  a  coalition,  therein,  they  will  never  come)  it 
will  be  hard  to  find  another  people,  that  will  ftay  long  or 
land  under  any  confider.  ble  burden  in  it,  feeing  it  is  not 
i  country  where  men  can  fubfift  without  hard  labour  and 
*reat  frugality. 

There  have  alfo  been  high  reprefentations  of  great 
livifions  and  difcontents  amongft  us,  and  of  a  neceffity  of 
ending  commifiioners  to  relieve  the  aggrieved,  &c.  where- 
is,  it  plainly  appeares,  that  the  body  of  this  people  are 
jnanimoufly  fatisfied  in  the  prefen r  government,  and  ab- 
lorrent  from  change,  and  that  what  is  now  offered  will, 
nftead  of  relieving,  raife  up  fuch  grievances  as  are  in- 
olerable.  Wee  fuppofe  there  is  no  government  under 

M  rn  heaven, 


heaven,  wherein  fome  difcontented  perfons  may  not  be 
found  ;  and  if  it  be  a  lufficient  accufation  againft  a  govern¬ 
ment,  that  there  are  fome  fuch,  who  will  be  innocent  ? 
Yet,  thro  the  favour  of  God,  there  are  but  fewamongftus 
that  are  malecontent,  and  fewer  that  have  caufe  to  be  fo. 

Sir,  the  allknowing  God  knows  our  greateft  ambition 
is  to  live  a  poor  and  quiet  life,  in  a  corner  of  the  world, 
without  offence  to  God  or  man.  Wee  came  not  into  this 
wildernefs  to  feeke  great  things  to  ourfelves,  and  if  any 
come  after  us  to  feeke  them  heere,  they  will  be  difappointed. 
Wee  keep  ourfelves  within  our  line,  and  meddle  not  with 
matters  abroad-,  a  juft  dependence  upon,  and  fubjedtion  to 
your  Majeftie,  according  to  our  charter,  it  is  far  from  our 
hearts  to  difacknowledge.  Wee  fo  highly  prife  your 
favourable  afpedt  (tho  at  this  great  diftance)  as  wee  would 
gladly  do  any  thing,  that  is  within  our  power,  to  purchafe 
the  continuance  of  it.  Wee  were  willing  to  teftify  our 
affedtion  to  your  Majefties  fervice,  by  anfwering  the  pro- 
pofal  of  your  honourable  commiffioners,  of  which  wee 
doubt  not  but  they  have  already  given  your  Majeftie  an 
account.  Wee  are  carefully  ftudious  of  all  due  fubjedtion 
to  your  Majeftie,  and  that  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  con- 
fcience  fake.  And  fhould  divine  providence  ever  olfer  an 
opportunity,  wherein  wee  might,  in  any  righteous  way, 
according  to  our  poor  and  mean  capacity,  teftify  'our  duti¬ 
ful  affedtion  to  your  Majeftie,  we  hope,  we  fhould  moft 
gladly  imbrace  it.  But  it  is  a  great  unhappines  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  fo  hard  a  cafe,  as  to  have  no  other  teftimony 
of  our  fubjedtion  andGoyalty  offered  us  but  this,  viz.  to 
deftroy  our  owne  being,  which  nature  teacheth  us  to  pre- 
ferve,  or  to  yield  up  our  liberties,  which  are  far  dearer  to 
us  than  our  lives,  and  which,  had  we  had  any  feares  of 
being  deprived  of,  wee  had  never  wandred  from  our  fa¬ 
thers  houfes  into  thefe  ends  of  the  earth,  nor  laid  our 
labours  and  eftates  therein-,  befides engaging  in  a  moft  ha¬ 
zardous  and  difficult  warre,  with  the  moft  warlike  of  the 
natives,  to  our  great  charge,  and  the  Ioffe  of  fome  of  the 
lives  of  our  deare  friends.  Neither  can  the  deepeft  in¬ 
vention 
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rention  of  man  find  out  a  more  certain  way  of  confidence, 
han  to  obtain  a  royal  donation  from  fo  great  a  prince, 
inder  his  great  feal,  which  is  the  greated  fecurity  that 
nay  be  had  in  humane  affaires. 

Royal  Sir,  it  is  in  your  power  to  fay  of  your  poor 
)eople  in  New-England,  they  fhall  not  die*  If  we  have 
ound  favour  in  the  fight  of  our  king,  let  our  life  be  given 
is  at  our  petition  (or  rather  that  which  is  dearer  than  life, 
hat  we  hate  ventured  our  lives,  and  willingly  paffed  thro 
nany  deaths  to  obtain)  and  our  all  at  our  requeft.  Let  our 
;overnment  live^  our  patent  live,  our  magidrates  live* 
>ur  lawes  and  liberties  live,  our  religious  enjoyments  live* 
o  fhall  we  all  yet  have  further  caufe  to  fay,  from  our 
earts,  let  the  King  live  for  ever.  And  the  bleffing  of 
hem  that  were  ready  to  perilh  fhall  come  upon  your  Ma- 
:die ;  having  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  fuch  as 
ad  none  to  helpe  them.  It  was  an  honour  to  one  of 
our  royal  ancedors  that  he  was  called  the  poor  mans 
ing.  It  was  Job’s  excellency,  when  he  fat  as  King  among 
is  people,  that  he  was  a  father  to  the  poor.  They  are  a 
oor  people  (deftitute  of  outward  favour,  wealth,  and 
ower)  who  now  cry  unto  their  Lord  the  King.  May 
our  Majedie  pleafe  to  regard  their  caufe,  and  maintain 
leir  right:  It  will  (land,  among  the  marks  of  lading 
onour,  to  after  generations*  And  wee  and  ours  fhall  have 
iding  caufe  to  rejoice,  that  we  have  been  numbred  among 
our  Majedies 

Mod  humble  fervants 

and  fuppliants. 

25th  of  O&ober,  1664, 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendois 
to  the  Maffachufets  Colony,  in  1664. 


Mr.  Governour  and  Gentlemen, 


IH  A V  E  received  yours  of  the  7th  of  November,  bj 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Affiurft,  a  very  fober  and  difcree 
perfon,  and  did  (by  his  communicating  it  to  me)  perufi 
the  petition  *  you  had  directed  to  his  Majefty,  and  1  d( 
confelTe  to  you,  I  am  fo  much  a  friend  to  your  colony 
that  if  the  fame  had  been  communicated  to  no  body  bu 
my  felf,  I  fhould  haue  diflwaded  the  prefenting  the  farm 
to  his  Majefty,  who,  I  doubt,  will  not  think  himfelf  wel 
treated  by  it,  or  the  Angular  care  he  hath  expreffed  of  hi 
fubje&s  in  thofe  parts  fufficiently  acknowledged  ;  but  fine 
I  found  by  your  letter  to  my  lord  Chamberiaine  and  Mr 
Boyle,  that  you  expefted  fome  effect  from  your  petition 
upon  conference  with  them  wee  all  agreed  not  to  hinde 
the  deliuery  of  it,  though  I  have  read  to  them  and  Mr 
Afhurft,  euery  word  of  the  inftruetions  the  commiftioner 
haue  ;  and  they  all  confeffed  that  his  , Majefty  could  no 
exprefie  more  grace  and  goodneffe  for  that  his  plantation 
nor  put  it  more  out  of  their  power,  in  any  degree  to  in 
vade  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  to  you  by  you 
charter;  and  therefore  wee  were  all  equally  amazed  to  firx 
that  you  demand  a  revokation  of  the  commiflion  am 
commiffioners,  without  laying  the  leaft  matter  to  thei 
charge  of  crymes  or  exorbitances  :  What  fenfe  the  Kin< 
hath  of  your  addreffe  to  him,  you  will  I  prefume  heari 
from  himfelf,  or  by  his  direction  ;  I  fhall  only  tell  you 
that  as  you  had  long  caufe  to  expert  that  the  King  woulc 
fend  commiffioners  thither,  lb  that  it  was  abfolutely  necef 
iary  he  ffiouid  do  fo,  to  compofe  the  differences  amongf 
yourfelves,  of  which  he  received  complaint,  and  to  d< 
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juftice  to  your  neighbours,  which  they  demanded  from 
his  royal  1  hands.  I  know  not  what  you  meane  by  faying, 
the  commiflioners  have  power  to  exercife  government 
there  altogether  inconfiftent  with  your  charter  and  privi¬ 
leges,^  fince  I  am  fure  their  commiffion  is  to  fee  and  pro- 
wide  for  the  due  and  full  obfervation  of  the  charter,  and 
that  all  the  priviledges  granted  by  that  charter  may  be 
equally  enjoyed  by  all  his  Majefties  fubjefts  there  :  I  know 
they  are  exprefly  inhibited  from  intermedling  with,  or  in¬ 
truding  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  according  to  the 
formes  obferued  there  ;  but  if  in  truth,  in  any  extraordinary 
cafe,  the  proceedings  there  haue  been  irregular,  and  againft 
the  rules  of  juftice,  as  fome  particular  cafes,  particularly 
-ecommended  to  them  by  his  Majefty,  feeme  to  be,  it 
cannot  be  prefumed  that  his  Majefty  hath  or  will  leaue  his 
ubjefts  of  New-England  without  hope  of  redrefle  by  an 
ippeale  to  him,  which  his  fubjeds  of  all  his  other  king- 
domes  haue  free  liberty  to  make.  I  can  fay  no  more  to 
'ou  but  that  it  is  in  your  owne  power  to  be  very  happy, 
and  to  enjoy  ail  that  nath  been  granted  to  you  ;  but  it  will 
ae  abfolutely  neceflary  that  you  performe  and  pay  all  that 
everenceand  obedience  which  is  due  from  fubjecfts  to  their 
Cing,  and  which  his  Majefty  will  exadt  from  you,  and 
ioubts  not  but  to  find  from  the  beft  of  that  colony,  both 
n  quality  and  in  number.  I  have  no  more  to  add,  but 
hat  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 


\ 


Yorcefter-Houfe, 
15  March  1664. 


Your  affedlionate  fervant,  • 

Clarendon  C. 
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NUMBER  XVIII. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  King  Charles  the  2d 
to  the  Colony  of  New-Plimouth,  1666. 

CHARLES,  R. 

frlRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  wel 
j|  Having  received  fq  full  and  fatisfadtory  an  accour 
from  our  commiffioners,  both  of  the  good  reception  yo 
have  given  them,  and  alfp  of  your  dutifqlnefs  and  obed 
ence  to  us.  We  cannot  but  let  you  know  how  much  w 
are  pleafed  therewith ;  judging  that  refpedt  of  yours  tc 
wards  our  officers,  to  be  the  true  and  natural  fruit  whic 
dernonftrates  what  fidelity  and  affedtion  towards  us  is  roote 
in  your  hearts.  And  although  your  carriage  doth,  of  ii 
felf,  moft  juftly  deferve  our  praife  and  approbation,  yet 
feems  to  be  fet  off  with  the  more  luftre,  by  the  contrar 
deportment  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  as  if,  b 
their  refra&orinefs,  they  had  defigned  to  recommend  an 
heighten  the  merit  of  your  compliance  with  our  direction! 
for  the  peaceable  and  good  government  of  our  fubjedts  i 
thofe  parts.  You  may  therefore  affure  yourfelves,  th; 
we  (hall  never  be  unmindful  of  this  your  loyal  and  dutifi 
behaviour,  but  fhall,  upon  all  occafions,  take  notice  of 
to  your  advantage  •,  promifing  you  opr  conftant  protedtio 
and  royal  favour,  in  all  things  that  may  concern  your  fafety 
peace,  and  welfare.  And  fo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Give 
at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  10th  day  of  April,  1 666,  i 
the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign. 


By  his  Majefiy3s  command, 

Will.  Morrice, 
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NUMBER  XIX. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  King  Charles  the  2d. 
to  the  Maffachufets  Colony,  in  1666. 

CHARLES,  R. 

HIS  Majefty  hauing  received  a  full  information,  From 
his  commiffioners  who  were  fent  by  him  into  New- 
England,  of  their  reception  and  treatment  in  the  feuerall 
colonyes  and  prouinces  of  that  plantation,  in  all  which 
they  have  receiued  great  fatisfa&ion,  but  only  that  of  the 
Maffachufets  and  he  hauing  iikewife  been  fully  informed 
of  the  accompt  fent  hither  by  the  counfell  of  the  Maffa¬ 
chufets,  under  the  hand  of  the  prefent  gouernor,  of  aTl 
the  paffages  and  proceedings  which  haue  been  there  be¬ 
tween  the  faid  commiffioners  and  them  from  the  time  of 
their  firft  coming  ouer  ;  upon  all  which  it  is  uerv  euident 
to  his  Majefty,  notwithftanding  many  expreffions  of  great 
affe&ion  and  duty,  that  thole  who  gouern  the  collony  of 
the  Maffachufets  doe  beieiue,  that  the  commiftion  giuen  by 
his  Majefty  to  thofe  commiffioners,  upon  fo  many  and 
waighty  reafons,  and  after  fo  long  deliberation,  is  an  appa¬ 
rent  uiolation  of  their  charter,  and  tending  to  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  it,  and  that  in  truth  they  doe,  upon  the  matter,  be- 
lieue  that  his  Majefty  hath  noe  jurifdi&ion  ouer  them,  but 
that  all  perfons  muft  acquieffe  in  ther  judgments  and  de¬ 
terminations  how  unjuft  foeuer,  and  cannot  appeale  to  his 
Majefty,  which  would  bee  a  matter  of  fuch  a  high  con- 
fequence  as  euery  man  difcernes  where  it  muft  end.  His 
Majefty  therefore,  upon  due  confideration  of  the  whole 
matter,  thinks  fit  to  recall  his  fayd  commiffioners,  which  he 
hath  at  this  prefent  done,  to  the  end  hee  may  receiue  from 
them  a  more  particular  account  of  the  ftate  and  condition 
ot  thofe  his  plantations,  and  of  the  particular  differences 
and  debates  they  haue  had  with  thofe  of  the  Maffachufets, 
that  fo  his  Majefty  may  pafs  his  final  judgment  and  deter-* 
mination  thereupon.  His  Majefty’sexprefs  command  and 
charge  is,  that  the  gouernor  rnd  councell  of  the  Mafa^ 
chufets  doe  forthwith  make  choice  of  hue  or  four  per-* 
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ions  to  attend  upon  his  Majefty,  whereof  Mr.  Richard 
Bellingham  and  Major  Hathorn  are  to  be  two,  both  which 
his  Majefty  commands  upon  their  allegiance  to  attend,  the 
other  three  or  two  to  be  fuch  as  the  counfell  fh all  make 
choice  of ;  and  if  the  fayd  Mr.  Bellingham  bee  the  prelent 
gouernor,  another  fitt  perfon  is  to  be  deputed  to  that  of¬ 
fice  till  his  return,  and  his  Majefty  will  then,  in  perfon, 
hear  all  the  allegations,  fuggeftions,  or  pretences  to  right  or 
fauour  that  can  be  made  on  the  behalf  of  the  fayd  colony, 
and  will  there  make  it  appear  how  farr  hee  is  from  the 
lead  thought  of  inuading  or  infringing,  in  the  leaft  degree, 
the  royall  charter  granted  to  the  laid  colony;  and  his 
Majefty  experts  the  appearance  of  the  fayd  perfons  as 
faon  as  they  can  poffibly  repair  hither,  after  they  haue 
notice  of  this  his  Majefty’s  pleafure;  and  his  further 
command  is  that  there  may  bee  noe  alterations  with  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  government  of  the  prouince  of  Mayne,  till 
his  Majefty  hath  heard  what  is  alledged  on  all  Tides,  but 
that  the  fame  continue  as  his  Majeftyes  commiflioners 
haue  left  the  fame,  untill  his  Majefty  (hail  further  deter¬ 
mine  ;  and  his  Majefty  further  exprefly  charges  and  com¬ 
mands  the  gouernor  and  counfell  there,  that  they  imme¬ 
diately  let  all  fuch  perfons  at  liberty,  who  haue  been  or 
are  imprifoned,  only  for  petitioning  or  applying  them- 
felues  to  his  Majefty’s  commiflioners.  And  for  the  better 
prevention  of  all  differences  and  difputes  upon  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  the  feveral  colonyes,  his  Majeftys  pleafure 
is,  that  all  determinations  made  by  his  Majefty’s  fayd 
commiflioners  with  reference  to  the  faid  bounds  and  limits 
may  ftill  continue  to  bee  obferved,  till  upon  a  full  repre¬ 
sentation  of  all  pretences,  his  Majefty  fhall  make  his  own 
final  determination  ;  and  particularly  the  prefent  tempo¬ 
rary  bounds  fet  by  the  commiflioners  between  the  colonyes 
of  New-Plymouth  and  Rhoad-Ifland,  untill  his  Majefty 
Shall  find  caufe  to  alter  the  fame.  And  his  Majefty  expects 
that  full  obedience  be  giuen  to  this  fignification  of  his  plea- 
lure,  in  ail  particulars.  Giuen  at  the  court  at  Whitehall, 
the  10th  day  of  April,  1666,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his 


Majefty’s  reign. 


Will.  Morrtce. 
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NUMBER  XX. 

Samuel  Gorton’s  defence  againft  the  charges 
upon  him  in  Morton’s  Memorial. 

Nathaniel  Morton, 

IUnderftand  you  have  lately  put  forth  a  book  of  records. 

—But  this  I  know,  that  1  am  unjuftly  enrolled,  be- 
caule  I  was  never  free,  nor  member  incorporate,  in  your 
body,  or  any  of  your  territories ;  therefore  I  may  not  re¬ 
frain  to  make  a  fhort  return,  only  as  it  concerns  myfelf. 

And  ift.  Your  peremptory  judging  of  one  you  know 
not,  for  I  am  a  .(hanger  to  you. - 

My  2d  word  concerns  your  eminency,  in  affuming  au¬ 
thority  to  canonize  and  put  into  the  number  of  faints  fuch 
men,  when  they  are  dead,  who,  in  their  life  time,  were 
perfecutors,  efpecially,  you  having  acknowledged  them  to 
be  fuch  yourfelf;  as  alfo  to  thruft  down  under  your  feet, 
and  make  as  bruit  beafts,  having  only  hope  in  this  prefent 
life,  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  fearers  of  God,  worfhipping 
him  inftanrly,  day  and  night ;  tho’  they  be  not  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  fuch,  by  fome  particular  fedtaricsas  yourfelf. 

A  3d  word  I  have  to  fay  concerns  your  record :  Miftake 
me  nor,  1  meddle  not  with  your  records  further  than  they 
concern  myfelf.  I  then  affirm,  that  your  record  is  fetched 
from  him  who  is  a  lyar  from  the  beginning — In  that  you 
declare  I  have  fpoken  words  (or  to  that  cffedl)  that  there 
is  no  ftate  nor  condition  of  mankind  after  this  life.  I  do 
verily  believe  that  there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  will  come  forth  and  fay, 
that  ever  they  heard  any  fuch  words  come  from  my 
mouth  ;  and  I  appeal  to  God,  the  judge  of  all  fecrets,  that 
there  was  never  fuch  a  tho’t  entertained  in  my  heart. — 
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And  whereas  you  fay,  1  am  become  a  fordid  man  in 
my  life  •,  I  dare  be  fo  bold  as  to  lay  my  converfation  among 
men  to  the  rules  of  humanity,  with  any  minifter  among 
you,  in  all  the  paffages  of  my  life  which  God  hath  bro’t 
me  thro9,  from  my  youth  unto  this  day,  that  it  hath  been 
as  comely  and  innocent  as  his.  Whofe  ox  or  whole  afs 
have  I  taken,  or  when  or  where  have  I  lived  upon  other 
mens  labours.,  and  not  wrought  with  my  own  hands,  for 
things  honeft  in  the  fight  of  men*  to  eat  my  own  bread  ? 

A  4th  word  I  have  to  fay  to  your  pamphlet,  concerns 
the  fluff,  as  you  fottifhly  and  contemptuoufiy  call  it.  You 
may  be  afhamed  to  put  pen  to  paper,  to  publifh  any  thing 
to  the  world  in  (hew  ol  religion,  not  acknowledging  the 
letter  of  the  fcripture,  but  deriding  it  rather,™ 

For  the  reft  of  thofe  expreflions  which  you  charge 
upon  us,  you  falfly  apply  them.  We  never  called  fermons 
of  lalvation,  tales  ;  nor  any  ordinances  qf  the  Lord  an  abo¬ 
mination  or  vanity  ;  nor  holy  minifters,  necromancers:  We 
honour,  reverence,  and  pradlice  thefe  things.  And,  how¬ 
ever  you  term  me  a  belcher  out  of  errors,  I  would  have 
you  know,  that  I  hold  my  call  to  preach  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  not  inferiour  to  any  minifter  in  this  countrey,  tho* 
I  was  not  bred  up  in  the  fchools  of  humane  learning,  and 
I  blefs  God  that  I  never  was  ;  leaft  I  had  been  drowned 
in  pride  and  ignorance,  thro9  Ariftotie’s  principles,  and  other 
heathen  philofophers,  as  millions  are,  and  have  been,  who 
ground  their  preaching  of  the  gofpel  upon  humane  princi¬ 
ples,  to  the  falfifying  of  the  word  of  God,  in  the  ruin  of 
mens  fouls.  Yet  this  I  doubt  not  of,  but  that  there  hath 
been  as  much  true  ufe  made  of  the  languages,  within  this 
20  years  paft,  in  the  place  where  I  live,  as  hath  been  in 
$ny  church  in  New- England  ;  I  know  the  manner  of  your 
preaching  very  well. 

When  I  was  laft  in  England,  thro3  importunity  I  was 
perfwaded  to  fpeak  the  word  of  God  publickly,  in  divers 
and  eminent  places  as  any  were  then  in  London,  as  alfo  about 
London,  and  places  more  remote*  many  times  the  minifters 
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of  the  place  being  hearers,  and  fometimes  many  together, 
at  appointed  lectures  in  the  countrey.  I  have  fpoken  in 
the  audience  of  all  forts  of  people  and  perfonages,  under 
the  title  of  a  bifhop  or  a  King  ;  and  was  invited  to  fpeak 
in  the  prefence  of  fuch  as  had  the  title  of  excellency  ;  and 
was  lovingly  embraced  wherever  I  came,  in  the  word  ut¬ 
tered,  with  the  moft  eminent  chriftians  in  the  place ;  and 
for  leave-taking  at  our  departure,  not  unlike  the  ancient 
cuftom  of  the  faints,  on  record  in  the  holy  lcripture ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  as  evident  teftimony  of  God’s  power,  going 
forth  with  his  word  fpoken,  manifefted,  as  ever  any  in 
New*England  had  publickiy  and  immediately  after  the 
word  delivered,  the  people  giving  thanks  to  God  that  ever 
fuch  a  word  came  to  be  uttered  among  them;  with  intreaty 
for  flay  and  further  manifeftation,  in  as  eminent  places  as 
are  in  England  ;  where  myfelf  did  know  that  dodors  of 
note  had  formerly  preached,  and,  at  that  time,  fuch  as  had 
more  honour  put  upon  them  than,  ordinarily,  preachers 
have,  who  gave  me  the  call  thither,  in  way  of  loving  and 
chriftian  fellowfhip,  the  like  abounding  in  the  hearers  : 
Therefore,  I  know  not  with  what  New-England  is  lea¬ 
vened  or  ipirited.  Indeed  once  in  London,  3  or  4  malig¬ 
nant  perfons  caufed  me  to  be  fummoned  before  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  parliament,  becaufe  I  was  not  a  univerfity  man: 
I  appeared,  and  my  accufers  alfo ;  one  of  them  a  fchool- 
matter  in  Chrift’s  hofpftal,  another  or  two,  elders  of  inde¬ 
pendent  or  feparated  churches  ;  who  were  queftioned  what 
they  had  againft  me.  They  faid  I  had  preached.  Divers  of 
the  committee  anfwered,  that  was  true,  they  had  heard  me. 
The  chairman  afked  of  my  accufers,  what  I  had  faid  ? 
They  could  not  repeat  any  thing,  but  faid  they  were  fore 
t  had  made  the  people  of  God  fad.  But  the  fum  of  all  their 
accufation  was  bro*t  out  in  a  book,  which  they  faid  con¬ 
tained  divers  blafphemies:  The  book  was  only  that  which 
was  printed  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Maffachufets  againft 
myfelf  and  others.  The  honoured  committee  took  the 
book,  and  divers  of  them  looked  upon  it,  and  found  no 
fu^h  thing  there,  as  they  ignorantly  foggefted  :  And,  tho* 

*  *  V.  .  j 
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rny  adverfiries  could  fay  nothing,  but  only  vent  their 
fpleen,  crying  out  upon  blafphemy  ;  yet  the  chairman  and 
divers  of  the  board,  knights  and  other  gentlemen,  quef- 
tioned  me  about  my  call  to  preach,  and  other  principal 
points  of  religion,  and  I  anfwered  to  all  of  them  according 
to  my  knowledge  and  confcience.  Then  my  accufers  defired 
Mr.  Window  might  be  called  forth,  whom  they  had  pro¬ 
cured  to  appear  there,  whom  they  thought  would  oppofe 
me  ftrongly,  with  refped  to  that  book:  When  he  came 
out  of  the  crowd  (for  there  was  a  multitude  of  people,  the 
place  being  fpaciousj  he  fpake  judicioufly  and  manlike,  de* 
firing  to  be  excufed,  for  he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  me  in 
that  place,  his  bufinefs  with  me  lay  before  another  commit¬ 
tee  of  paiiiament ;  which  gave  the  table  good  fatisfadion. 
My  anlwers  and  arguments  were  honourably  taken  by  the 
chairman  and  the  reft  of  the  committee,  and  myfelf  dif- 
mifted  as  a  preacher  of  the  gcfpel.  Shortly  after,  emi¬ 
nent  preachers,  living  remote  from  London,  then  prefent, 
fent  unto  me  kind  gratulations,  for  my  arguments  ufed,  and 
anfwers  given  before  that  committee.  Which  aft  of  that 
committee  I  take  to  be  as  good  an  human  call  to  preach, 
as  any  of  your  minifters  have ;  and  other  call  I  know 
none  they  have.  And,  for  a  human  call,  I  think  mine 
to  be  as  good  as  the  degrees  in  the  fchools,  or  to  pafs  un¬ 
der  the  hands  and  ceremonies  of  a  titular  bifhop,  or  under 
the  natural  hands  of  a  titular  elderfhip,  or  to  have  the 
call  of  a  people,  by  the  power  of  ftipend  or  contribution, 
without  one  of  which  no  contract — all  which  I  account  as 
human,  at  the  belt. 

A  5th  word  I  have  to  lay,  is  in  that  you  fend  your 
reader  to  a  book  printed  by  Mr.  Edward  Winflow,  for  a 
more  full  and  per  fed:  intelligence.  Mr.  Winflow,  and  my¬ 
felf  had  humanlike  correfpondency  in  England,  and  before 
the  honourable  committee  which  he  referred  himfelf  to,  as 
above :  and,  not  to  wrong  the  dead,  I  faw  nothing  to  the 
contrary,  but  that  I  had  as  good  acceptation  in  the  eyes  of 
that  committee  as  himfelf  had  ;  altho5  he  had  a  greater 
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charter  and  larger  commiffion,  out  of  thefe  parts,  than  my- 
fclf  then  had  *  and,  however  he  was  a  man  of  more  eminent 
parts  than  myfelf,  yet  the  goodnefs  and  juftice  of  my  caufe 
did  equalize  myfelf  unto  him,  in  thofe  occafions,  both  in 
the  minds  and  demeanors  of  our  fuperiors.  I  do  profefs 
I  do  not  know  or  remember  any  particulars  in  that  book 
he  then  put  forth  : — I  faw  it  in  London,  but  read  little  of 
it  •,  and  when  I  came  over  into  thefe  parts,  my  ancient  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  friend,  Mr.  John  Brown,  difcourfing  with 
me  about  thofe  affairs  in  England,  told  me  he  had  read 
fuch  a  book,  printed  or  put  forth  by  Mr.  Window  :  I  told 
him  I  had  feen  it,  but  read  very  little  of  it.  Mr.  Brown, 
you  know,  was  a  man  approved  of  among  you,  an  affiftant 
in  your  government,  a  commiffioner  for  the  united  colo¬ 
nies,  &c.  who  thus  fpake  unto  me  in  our  difcourfe  (1  will 
not  pervert  nor  alter  a  word  of  the  will  or  words  of  the 
dead)  I  fay,  he  affirmed  thus  unto  me,  'That  he  would 
maintain ,  that  there  were  40  lies  printed  in ' that  book . 

per  me, 

Samuel  Gorton, 

Warwick,  June  30,  1669. 
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Major  Wal ley’s  Journal  in  the  Expedition 

again!!:  Canada  in  1692. 


A  narrative  of  the  proceedings  to  Canada*  foe  far  as 

concerned  the  land  army, 

HAVING  palled  the  ilk  ofPercey,  and  being  put 
back  by  a  contrary  wind,  it  was  defigned  there  to 
have  landed  our  fouidiers,  to  have  fettled  our  companys, 
to  have  called  a  council  of  warr,  to  have  made  and  de¬ 
clared  fuch  orders  as  was  necefiary  for  regulating  our  forces, 
but  by  feveral  of  our  fhips  and  veffels  being  drove  out  of 
the  harbour  by  a  ftorm,  they  came  notin  again  feafonably, 
and  foe  what  was  intended  was  prevented. 

Upon  the  23d  of  Sept,  wee  came  to  an  anchor  at  Tar- 
rafack  *,  a  council  of  warr  was  called,  fuch  orders  and  ordi¬ 
nances  made  as  was  judged  neceffary,  and  ordered  to  be 
publilhed  in  every  veffel,  and  at  the  head  of  each  com¬ 
pany,  which  orders  are  upon  record,  and  may  be  feen. 

Upon  the  27th  of  Sept,  being  about  25  leagues  from 
Cabeck  f ,  I  went  aboard  each  veffel  in  the  fleet,  that  had 
fouidiers,  to  take  care  that  they  might  be  all  ready  and 
fixt  for  the  fervice,  not  knowing  how  foon  there  might  be 
occafion  ;  and  whereas  there  had  been  complaints,  that* 
aboard  feveral  of  the  veffels,  the  fouidiers  and  others  had 
near  a  third  part  of  their  allowance  taken  off  without  or¬ 
der,  I  then  gave  orders  that  their  full  allowance  might  be 
given  them. 

Upon  the  5th  Odh  wee  came  up  with  the  Ifle  of  Or¬ 
leans,  the  whole  fleet  together,  and  having  promifed  our 
men,  that  they  fhould  with  the  firfl:  convenience  be  landed 
to  refreflh  themfelves,  and  not  having  opportunity  before, 
thought  it  might  doe  well  to  doe  it  then,  propofing  to  the 
council  that  wee  might  then  fettle  the  companys,  that  wee 

*  Tadoufack^  jr  Qucbeck.' 

might 
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might  then  fecure  the  ifland,  gaine  intelligence,  and  upon 
our  informations  to  draw  up  fuch  conclufions  as  were  ne- 
cefiary,  and  not  to  have  appeared  in  fight  of  the  town  un¬ 
till  wee  were  fully  ready  to  fall  upon  them  ;  but  it  was 
over-ruled  by  the  council,  and  agreed  we  fhould  take  the 
advantage  of  the  tide,  and  be  in  fight  of  the  town  by  day¬ 
light,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Upon  the  6th  061.  it  was  concluded  that  a  fummons 
fhould  be  fent  afhore,  and,  while  the  anlwer  was  coming, 
to  put  ourfelves  in  the  belt  pofture  wee  could  for  landing; 
but  by  that  time  the  mefienger  was  returned  wee  found 
the  tides  did  not  fute,  and  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  land 
that  night.  It  was  alfoe  then  agreed  upon,  that  the  army 
fhould  land  at  the  north  fhore,  at  the  place  we  after 
landed  at ;  that  the  fmall  vefiels,  that  had  guns,  fhould  take 
in  the  ammunition,  provifion,  field  pieces,  fhovels,  fpades, 
and  other  neceffarys  for  the  fouldiers,  (that  tide  or  the  nexc 
they  were  to  come  up  to  Charles  river,  that  lyes  by  the 
town,)  that  the  fhips  boats  fhould  come  into  the  river  to 
be  helpfull  to  carry  the  fouldiers  over,  and  the  fouldiers 
to  be  ready  by  the  river  when  they  came,  that  fo  they 
might  be  helpful  each  to  other,  as  there  had  been  occafion ; 
that  the  field  pieces  fhould  come  in  thofe  vefiels  to  be 
landed  on  the  other  fide  the  river  ;  it  was  alfoe  agreed 
that,  when  wee  were  over  the  river,  the  men  of  warr  were 
to  fail  up  with  the  town,  and  when  they  perceived  wee 
were  upon  the  hill,  efpecially  if  we  then  fired  a  houfe, 
they  were  then  to  land  200  rnen  under  their  guns,  and 
were  to  make  a  brifk  and  refolute  charge  to  enter  the 
town ;  alfoe  agreed  that  Shute  and  others  of  the  larger 
vefiels  that  were  not  men  of  warr,  were  to  goe  beyond 
the  town,  tnat  the  enemy  might  thinke  we  had  another 
army  to  land  there;  alfoe  agreed  that  wee  lhould  have 
two  minifters  and  three  chirurgeons  afhore. 

These  things  being  thus  agreed  on,  on  the  next 
morning  being  the  7th  Od.  wee  attempted  to  land  our 
men,  but  by  a  ftorm  were  prevented,  few  of  the  boats  be¬ 
ing  able  to  row  a  head,  and  found  it  would  endanger  our 
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men  and  wett  our  armes,  at  which  time  the  veffel  Capt, 
Savage  was  in  went  affiore,  the  tide  fell,  left  them  dry,  the 
enemy  came  upon  them,  they  manfully  defended  them- 
feives.  I  went  aboard  feveral  veffels,  and,  though  with  fome 
difficulty,  caufed  fome  fmall  veffels  that  had  guns  to  weigh, 
and  fent  fome  boats  that  endeavoured  to  help  them,  or  if 
no  other  way  to  bring  off  the  men,  but  the  weather  and 
fhoals  were  fuch  they  could  do  them  noe  good  ;  the  enemy 
were  awed  by  fome  guns  from  Sir  William,  that  the  ffiott 
flew  among  the  thickeft  of  them,  alfoe  by  fome  guns  from 
Capt.  Eldridge.  At  the  tides  coming  in  they  floated  and 
all  gott  off  fafe.  *  That  night,  aboard  Sir  William’s  fhip, 
the  French  priloners  informed  us  of  a  place  about  two 
miles  beyond  the  town,  that  would  be  more  commodious 
for  landing  the  army,  which  I  then  thought  might  be  beft, 
(but  Capt.  Davis  faith  fince,  wee  ffiould  not  a  mended  our 
felves)  but  it  was  faid  the  council  of  warr  had  determined 
the  place,  and  wee  had  not  time  to  call  them  together  then, 
and  it  would  be  fafeft  to  attend  order. 

,  The  next  day,  being  the  8th  Qct.  as  foon  as  the  bad 
weather  was  over,  and  the  tides  luited,  wee  landed  our 
men,  which  confidering  how  farr  many  of  our  veffels  were 
from  the  fhoar,  and  the  helps  wee  had,  never  more  men 
were  landed  in  lefs  time*,  but  the  flatts  layoff  foe  we  were 
forced  to  go  into  the  water,  fome  up  to  the  knees,  and 
fome  near  as  high  as  their  wafts  upon  the  flatts.  I  drew  up 
the  whole  army,  which. cortfifted  of  between  12  and  1300 
men,  caufed  four  companys  to  be  drawn  out  as  forlorns, 
though  the  ground  would  not  admitt  the  forlorn  and  main 
battle  to  be  far  the  one  from  the  other ;  this  being  done, 
I  ordered  the  forlorns  to  advance,  and  to  march,  at  their 
open  order,  towards  the  upland,  and  by  this  time  the  tide 
was  upon  the  ground  wee  flood  on :  The  forlorn  were  no 
fooner  advanced  a  few  rods,  before  there  was  firing  from 
both  fides  ;  upon  one  wing  fome  of  our  men  faw  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  bullies,  and  fired  firft,  but  upon  the  other  wing, 
and  in  mod  places,  the  enemy  had  the  firft  fhot  at  us  *,  and 

from  a  village  over  a  creek  on  our  right  wing,  there  was 
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a  party  gaulcd  us  confiderably  ;  upon  the  charge  our  officers 
2nd  fouldiers  ffiewed  courage  and  refolution  enough,  yet 
iome  having  given  an  order  to  fire  and  fall  off,  but  judging 
tinder  the  prefent  circumftances,  ordered  the  whole  body 
to  fhoot  and  run  up  at  once,  which  they  did  with  one 
confent,  that  it  was  hard  to  fay  which  company  went  up 
firft  orfafteft;  upon  which,  the  enemy  having  generally 
made  a  fecond  fliott,  they  gave  way  at  once,  and  by  the 
Convenience  of  fwamps  and  bufhes,  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  run  away  and  fecure  themfelves,  but  yet  in  partys  out 
of  every  corner  of  a  fwamp  or  thicket  they  kept  firino’ 
upon  us ;  wee  continued  our  chafe  and  march  towards  the 
town,  and  killed  fame  of  the  enemy  as  wee  went,  Bein°* 
informed  that  the  enemy  had  fired  at  our  men  out  of  a 
barn,  and  judging  there  werefome  in  it,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
fired  ;  we  come  up  with  a  houfe  where  was  a  hogfhead  of 
claret  fett  at  the  door,  and  feeing  our  fouldiers  gather 
about  it,  lead:  it  were  poifoned,  or  might  otherwife^harm 
our  men  or  hinder  our  march,  I  ordered  the  head  to  be 
knocked  out ;  drawing  nearer  the  town  and  finding  the 
army  too  much  fcattered,  and  not  knowing  but  wee  micffit 
be  met :  withal] 1  by  a  force  from  the  town,  I  drew  up  a  good 

i  • ,  •  .  ^  vcc  continued  our 

march  until  it  was  dark,  two  thirds  of  the  army  took  up 

their  tland  by  a  creek,  where  was  a  houfe  and  fome  other 
lhelter,  with  the  other  part  I  advanced  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  that  we  might  the  better  fecure  the  1  oar  and  to 
fee  our  veffels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river  • 


- - -  VVUUUUCI 

’Wc  had  killed  20,  fame  fay  30  of  th 
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have  been  informed  their  hofpital  is  full  of  wounded  men, 
and  it  is  laid  they  had  not  lefs  than  7  or  800  men  that  lay 
undifcovered  to  take  the  advantage  at  our  landing  j  all 
things  confidered,  it  was  a  great  mercy  wee  had  no  more 
damage  done  us.  The  fame  evening,  having  information 
ot  a  Frenchman  that  had  furrendered  himfelf  and  was 
with  the  other  part  of  the  army,  I  fent  for  him  and  ftrictly 
examined  him,  feverely  threacnedhim  if  I  caught  him  in  a 
Jye,  told  him  wee  had  taken  other  French  prifoners,  and  if 
he  told  us  any  thing  that  was  falfe  wee  Ihould  foon  find  it. 
He  told  us  wee  Ihould  cut  him  in  pieces  if  he  told  us  any 
thing  but  what  was  truth  \  he  informed  that  there  were 
about  600  men  that  were  in  the  fwamp  at  our  coming 
afhore,  that  there  was  a  captain  and  other  officers  killed,  be- 
fides  others  that  he  faw,  that  the  French  had  goo  men  from 
the  town,  more,  upon  their  march  towards  us,  that  they 
were  over  the  river,  but  feeing  wee  had  landed  our  men  foe 
fuddainly,  and  beaten  the  French  off  the  ground,  and  were 
marching  towards  the  town,  that  they  retreated,  marcht 
back  to  the  town,  or  at  leaft  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river: 
He  laid  the  Earl  of  Frontenaek  was  come  down,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Mount  Royal  and  the  intendant  \  that  a  great 
many  fouldiers  came  intoCabeck  on  the  Thurfday  before, 
a  great  many  with  the  governor  upon  Fryday,  and  morewith 
the  governor  of  Mount  Royal  on  Saturday,  and  many 
fince  :  He  alfoe  laid  he  was  a  fouldier  of  Mount  Royal  that 
had  runaway,  and  that  they  were feeking after  him  ("which 
wee  after  found  true)  Fie  alloe  faid,  he  came  by  the  in¬ 
formation  by  a  Mount  Royal  fouldier,  that  he  had  mett 
withall,  which  acquainted  him  they  had  loft  but  50  fouldiers 
at  Mount  Rcyall,  and  added,  that  he  had  heard  fome  French 
officers,  at  the  next  houfe  to  that  wee  then  were  at,  fay, 
that  they  had  not  lefs  than  3000  men  in  the  town  *,  he 
alloe  laid,  that  at  the  inoft  convenient  place  of  the  fouldiers 
goeing  over  they  had  planted  8  guns.  All  which,  after¬ 
wards,  we  had  confirmed.  That  others  might  not  be 
difcouraged,  wee  told  him  he  was  fent  by  the  enemy  to 
tell  us  a  parlel  of  lies,  but  he  faid  he  had  told  us  nothing 
but  what  we  Ihould  find  true.  After 
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After  this,  I  fentfor  the  reft  of  the  forces  to  come 
over,  that  wee  might  not  be  too  much  fcattered,  and  fent 
for  the  majors  and  captains,  and  fuch  as  belonged  to  the 
council  of  warr,  to  confider  and  conclude  what  was  farther 
£o  be  done  *,  after  fome  difcourfe,  it  was  concluded  by  the 
whole,  that,  for  as  much  as  the  veffels  were  not  come  up 
the  river  with  our  fupplyes  of  provifion,  ammunition,  and 
other  neceffaries,  neither  the  boats  for  tranfporting  our 
men,  that,  as  matters  were  thus  circumftanced,  wee  were 
not  in  a  capacity  to  advance,  but  hoped  the  veffels  would 
be  in  with  the  tide,  that  was  before  day,  and  that  if  they 
came,  wee  would  be  ready  to  be  helpfull  to  defend  them, 
as  we  expected  help  from  them  ;  but  the  winds  prevented 
their  coming,  as  the  mafters  after  laid.  Before  day,  con¬ 
trary  to  order,  and  without  my  knowledge,  they  landed 
the  fix  field  pieces,  at  the  point  near  which  the  army  lay, 
which  greatly  clogg’d  us,  and  would  a  made  our  paftidge 
over  the  river  very  difficult.  In  the  evening,  wee  fee 
Capt.  Gilbert  weigh  anchor,  and  the  fhips  of  warr  fail  up 
to  the  town,  and  the  feveral  fhips  plying  their  guns  upon 
the  town,  and  the  town  upon  them,  with  utmoft  diligence ; 
but  the  reafon  of  their  going  before  the  land  army  were 
over  the  river,  we  underftood  not  till  afterwards.  The, 
-cold  of  the  night,  and  our  fouldiers  not  having  opportunity 
to  dry  themfelves  until  the  next  day,  proved  very  preju- 
ditiail  to  them.  Upon  the  9th  of  October,  Sir  William’s 
Ihip  returned  from  the  town,  being,  as  wee  were  informed, 
very  much  difinabled,  having  been  very  fmartly  engaged 
■with  the  town,  alfoe  were  informed,  that  the  men  of  warr 
had  not  powder  enough  left  for  two  rounds  apeice  *,  but, 
however,  fuppofing  they  had  fecured  and  would  fupply  us 
with  what  was  promifed,  and  reckning  it  was  aboard  the 
fmall  veffels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river,  we  ftill  ex¬ 
pected  their  coming  in,  and  that  day  advanced  nearer  the 
town,  where  wee  had  better  flicker  for  the  men,  and  a 
better  place  for  our  defence,  where  we  placed  out  our 
guards,  and  put  ourfelvcs  in  the  beft  pofture  we  could  to 
defend  ourfclves  and  offend  our  enemies,  if  they  had  come 
|  '  |  h'  N  n  2  u  v  upon 


5  6° 


APPENDIX. 


upon  us  ;  lent  out  partys  to  gain  intelligence  and  make 
t.;  cove:  y  and  what  provifipn  came  within  our  reach  was 
kuled  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  j  our  provifions  being  fo  much 
m  the  mailers  of  the  velTels  power,  and  not  in  thecommif- 

hvlSner|!  °r?randdlfp'0fe’  Proveda  great  damidge, 
by  leaion  hereof,  fome  iouldiers  were  provided  for  and 

•  ref 6  rt,  V7ntrd’ .  rnd  3,1  the  rum  that  couId  be  procured,  to 
lefrefh  the  iouldiers,  was  only  about  60  gallons,  which 

was  fpared  from  Sir  William’s  lhiP,  the  reft  either  had  it 
not,  or  would  not  own  they  had. 

Our  Iouldiers  dried  themfelves,  gottwhat  refrelhment 
they  could,  and  hoped  the  veffels  might  come  in  the 
evening  tide,  wee  feeing  more  and  more  need  of  them, 
x,mg  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the  enemies  ftren°th,  and 
our  own  men,  many,  growing  fick  and  unfitt  for  fervice. 
but  the  v-edels  not  coming,  we  ftood  upon  our  guard  that 
mgfit,  but  found  it  exceeding  cold,  it  freezing  That  night 
Jo e  that  tne  next  morning  the  ice  would  bear  a  man.  That 
iiigi.t  i  called  a  council,  demanded  their  opinion  what  was 

;°  ujf’,  lor  u  w<>bld  be  to  no  purpofe  to  lye  there  ;  one 
In  ,’l!ad  fundry  others  faid,  that  they  had  been  to°-ether 
con  no  ering  thereof,  and  that  for  as  much  as  we  had  notfuit- 
KU,e  Ibpplys  of  provifions  afhore,  little  or  no  ammunition 
to  iecruit  if  there  fhould  be  occafion,  that  our  men  were 
many,  fit  k  and  wearied,  that  they  had  the  difficultys  of  the 
nver  to  deal  with,  neither  boats  nor  velTels  to  help  us  in 
our  going  over,  that  we  had  8  great  guns  and  1000  men  at 
ue  river  lice  that  were  ready  for  us,  after  that,  a  fteeo 
oank  and  narrow  paffage  to  win,  up  or  through  which  wee 
no,t  a  been  able  to  have  carried  our  great  guns,  nei- 
t.ier  could  wee  have  carried  them  over,  where  weemi<ftic 
•:.ave  nao  tttem  for  ufe,  without  the  help  of  our  boats  or 

'CjK‘s>  a!ter.  a)l  d'.is  a  Well  fortified  town  with  three  times 
cur  number  of  men  within  to  encounter  with,  having  but 
cuccuuurgeon  afhpfe,  though  three  were  ordered,  thein- 
creaung  cold  weather,  the  enemy  being  capable  and  had  a 
lair  opportunity,  had  we  gone  over,  by  leafon  of  their  men 
cn  cur  badiS  a‘id  guns  by  Charles  river,  to  cut  off  all  fup- 

plys 
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plys  and  preventing  our  fending  oft  foe  much  as  a  wounded 
man  ;  after  fome  difcourfe  on  thefe  matters  it  was  con¬ 
cluded,  as  I  underftood*  W  the  whole,  that  I  fhould  goe 
on  board  that  mornjpg  to  Sir  William,  and  acquaint  him 
•with  our  difficulty  sv  a».d  difappointments,  and  that  it  was 
their  agreement,  if  he  were  willing,  that  the  army  fhould 
get  aboard  .hat  night  or  berore  day,  and  that  they  fhould 
left  and  refrefh  themfelves  a  day  or  two,  and  if  they  found 
they  had  ammunition  fuitable,  they  were  ready  to  land  at 
any  other  place,  or  under  theguns^t  the  town,  ifthecoun- 
fel  fhould  foe  conclude  ;  there  was  that  day  two  men  to 
each  gun  fent  afhore,  a  barrel  of  powder  for  the  great 
guns,  and  half  a  barrel  befides,  and  ioowt.  of  bullets  or 
Something  more. 

The  10th,  before  noon,  I  went  aboard  to  Sir  William, 
acquainted  him  how  matters  went  afhore,  and  of  the  defire 
and  conclufiGn  of  the  officers  ;  he  faid  he  could  a  been  glad 
we  had  been  capable  to  have  proceeded,  but  confented  to 
their  coming  aboard,  and  faid  the  boats  fhould  be  fent  a- 
ihore  before  day  ;  after  I  had  been  aboard  a  while,  wee 
heard  guns  goe  off  afhore  and  perceived  our  out  guards 
were  charged  by  the  enemy  ;  I  was  going  off,  but,  per¬ 
ceiving  it  was  foon  over,  ffcaid  a  while,  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  went  afhore  again,  found  our  guards  and  fome  fcouts 
had  been  engaged  by  the  enemy  ;  Major  Savage  fent  re¬ 
liefs  as  was  neceffary,  but  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
might  be  1000  men  over  the  river,  he  fent  Capt.  Corwin 
with  orders  that  the  fouldiers  fhould  make  an  orderly  re¬ 
treat,  for  if  the  enemy  were  numerous  it  were  better  to 
prepare  to  meet  them  in  the'  plain  fields  than  among  the 
fwamps  •,  wee  had  4  men  wounded,  one  died  of  his  wounds, 
and,  through  haft  in  the  retreat,  a  fmall  drummer  left  his 
drum  behind  him  ;  they  did  confiderable  damage  to  the 
enemy,  but  could  not  give  a  certain  and  particular  account 
thereof,  they  fired  feveral  houfes  and  barns,  and  returned, 
but  the  enemy  fee  no  caufe  to  follow  them.  That  night 
wee  kept  a  very  ftrong  and  ftridt  watch,  I  acquainted  the 
fouldiers  of  their  coming  aboard  ;  after  midnight  feveral  of 

’ '  N  n  3  the 
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the  commanders  defired  we  might  remove  ourarmv  nearer, 
to  the  place  where  we  were  to  goe  off,  accordingly  wee 
fiJently  marched  off  the  ground,  carryed  back  our  guns  ; 
when  I  had  taken  care  that  wee  had  left  none  behind,  I 
went  to  the  place  where  they  were  Srdered  to  march' 
found  our  fouldiers  too  many  of  them  upon  the  beach 
reaoy  to  goe  off  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity  ;  I  caufed 
them  to  be  drawn  up  upon  the  upland  adjoining,  and  put 
them  in  a  pofture  for  fervice  if  they  had  been  attacked  by 
the  enemy.  For  wee  were  within  fight  and  hearing  of  the 
town.  Before  day  the  boats  began" to  row  a(hore,°but  foe 
many  of  our  men  drew  off  without  brders,  that  they  might 
be  ready  to  get  in  with  thefirft,  I  forefeeing  the  confufibn 
that  was  like  to  be,  and  perceiving  there" would  not  be 
time  before  it  was  light  to  get  all  off,  I  fent  the  boats  all 
away  and  would  not  let  any  goe  off  at  that  time.  ' 

1  he  nth  day,  being  foe  near  as  to  hear  them  calling 
one  to  another  at  the  town,  their  drumming  and  ringing 
before  ciay,  and  other  noifes  in  the  woods,  that  wee  had 
reaion  to  thinke  they  intended  that  day  to  come  out  againft 
us  with  their  whole  ftrength  ;  in  the  morning  they  fired 
ieveral  gieat  guns  at  us  but  did  us  no  harm,  our  men  all 
Mat  day  (landing  to  their  arms,  drums  beating,  colours 
fiying,  fair  in  fight  of  the  town,  we  faw  feveral  of  the  ene¬ 
my  not  far  from  us,  and  many  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  befides  what  was  in  the  town  ;  it  is  laid  that  Capt. 

j  reckoned,  what  they  had  in  the  town  and  that 
alai  mea  us  and  guarded  their  (hoars,  they  were  more  then 
4000  men;  they  fent  out  7  or  800  frefii  men  dayjy  to  alarm 
us  and  to  watch  our  motions.  Defigning  to  goe  off  that 
nignr,  and  there  being  like  to  be  a  good  opportunity,  I 
called  feveral  or  the  officers  and  acquainted  them  that  I 
was  oefigned  to  fend  three  parties  of  fouldiers  to  beat  up 
the  Iwamps  that  were  round  us,  and  beat  off  theft  fpies 
thai  we  had  reafon  to  judge  lay  near  us,  accordingly  or- 
ciei  ed  three  1 6  hies  to  be  detached  out  of  the  feveral  compa¬ 
nies,  and  fent  them  out  commanded  by  Capt.  Barnet,  and 
Capi.  Minot,  and  that  party  that  was  fent  out  upon  our 
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mht  wing  were  foon  engaged  •,  fent  Capt.  March  forth¬ 
with,  who  had  a  good  company,  and  they  then  foon  made 
the  enemy  give  back*  but  they  continued  firing  brifkly  at 
each  other;  I  fent  out  feveral  companys  to  relieve  them, 
in  the  mean  time  not  knowing  but  this  party  might  have 
been  fent  to  occafion  the  drawing  off  a  great  part  of  our 
forces,  and  they  might  have  a  greater  ftrength  near  us, 
wherefore  I  fent  out  to  make  difcovery,  and  ftood  ready 
with  the  reft  of  the  army  to  fight  them  if  they  had  come 
up  with  us.  The  fouldiers  were  ordered  to  keep  firing 
at  the  enemy,  in  and  about  the  fwamps  near  us  and  where 
they  faw  the  enemy  until  it  was  dark,  which  accordingly 
they  did. 

It  then  growing  near  night,  1  ordered  the  fick  men  to 
be  carried  aboard,  which  might  be  done  by  day  light,  be- 
caufe  two  or  three  boats  might  goe  off  well  enough  un- 
fufpe&ed.  That  day,  Alexander  Smart  came  afhore  with 
a  commiffion  to  be  matter  gunner, and  had  52  feamen  un¬ 
der  his  command  for  to  attend  the  guns.  A  little  before 
night,  I  called  him,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  army  was 
to  goe  off  thatnight,  and  gave  him  a  chargeabout  the  guns, 
in  particular  ordered  that  three  guns  fhould  goe  off  before 
any  men  went,  or  with  the  firft,  the  other  fhould  be  let 
alone  to  the  laft,  and  kept  for  to  defend  the  foldiers  if 
there  had  been  occafion,  and  to  be  put  aboard  the  laft  boats, 
which  might  be  foon  done ;  he  made  me  anfwer,  that  though 
he  was  the  laft  man  aboard,  he  would  fee  all  the  guns  off; 

I  parted  with  him  then,  and  never  fee  him  afterwards  that 
I  knew  of ;  I  then  acquainted  Major  Savage  and  other 
officers,  that  we  would  draw  off  half  each  regiment  at  a 
time,  and  he  fhould  draw  off  half  his  regiment  firft,  and  or¬ 
dered  that  thofe  that  went  in  the  firft  boats  fhould  be  help¬ 
ful  to  draw  down  thofe  three  guns  that  were  to  goe  firft 
aboard,  which  they  did,  and  concluded  they  were  gone 
aboard.  It  growing  very  dark,  notwithftanding  I  had  or¬ 
dered  the  officers  to  keep  the  fouldiers  to  their  arms,  many 
precipitately  and  diforderly  drew  down  to  the  beach,  four 
times  more  than  had  leave,  and  a  very  great  noife  was 

made. 
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made,  which  I  was  much  troubled  at,  and  was  willing  to 
go  down  to  fee  if  I  could  ftill  them  s  I  called  to  Major 
Ward,  ordered  him  he  Ihould  do  what  he  could  to  keep  the 
.oul,  ters  to  their  arms,  and  not  to  move  without  order 
which  he  foon  found  too  hard  for  him  to  doe  ;  I  ordered 
orne  fouldiers  to  keep  the  reft  from  crowding  down  until 
•  thoie  were  gone  off  that  were  upon  the  flats;  I  called  to 
them  to  be  filent,  but  either  of  thefe  were  little  re-arded 
ior  the  crowd  and  the  noife  both  increafed ;  theffeamen 
calling  out  for  fuch  louldiers  as  belonged  to  their  veffels, 
and  the  fouldiers  for  fuch  boats  as  came  from  the  veffels 
they  belonged  to,  hundreds  in  the  water  up  to  the  knees 
and  higher,  preffing  into  boats,  the  feamen  and  they  con- 
ten-ding,  by  reafon  whereof  I  fee  boats  were  like  to  be  five 
times  longer  a  loading  than  they  needed  ;  I  faw  a  necefi 
tty  of  my  going  off  to  the  boats,  went  aboard  a  fmall 
coat  belonging  to  Mr.  Winfer,  commanded  filence  or- 
oereu  the  boats  to  take  the  men  in,  as  they  came,  arid  to 
carry  them  to  the  firft  veffels  they  came  at,  which  was  not 
niint.ee,  by  many,  but  as  I  was  forced  to  goe  from  boat  to 
boat  and  fee  it  done,  for  otherways  fome  of  the  feamen 
wothd  throw  the  fouldiers  overboard  if  they  did  not  beiono- 
to  teem,  or  the  fouldiers  would  have  preffed  into  boats  to 

“*ve  ,un'c  t^em* '  After  my  being  at  the  point  not  lefs  than 
three  hours,  the  men  were  moft  off,  and  every  thing  ftill 
quiet,  the  boats  were  all  gone,  I  began  to  think,  becaufe  I 
fee  none  a  coming  they  thought  the  men  were  all  off,  I 
queftioned  how  many  men  were  upon  the  point,  fome  faid 
150,  vye  judged  about  100  or  1 20,  I  told  them  I  would  fee 
if  any  boats  were  coming,  rowed  off  and  heard  feveral  boats 
rowing,  went  to  them  and  ordered  them  to  haflen  to  the 
Inoar ;  and  though  I  thought  there  might  be  enough  to  take 
<)ii  .Of  tlu.  men,  yet  they  Ihould  rather have  too  many  than 
want,  I  told  them  I  would  go  to  the  next  veffels  that  had 
boats  aboard  and  fend  them  away,  which  I  did  with  all 
fpeed.  Being  now  well  fatisfied  our  men  were  fafe  off,  I 
went  on  board  Sir  William’s  (hip,  I  acquainted  how  mat¬ 
ters  werej  told  him  I  hoped  the  guns  were  off,  for  did  not 

fee 
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fee  them  when  I  came  away  *,  he  made  anfwer,  he  quef- 
tioned,  for  the  matter  gunner  had  been  aboard  long  before, 
and  could  not  give  account  they  were  off,  immediately 
came  one  of  the  gunners  aboard,  with  a  gun,  and  faid  that 
the  guns  were  all  oft.  I  then  being  fatisfied  that  borh  men 
and  guns  were  all  off,  I  went  to  my  cabbin,  to  take  my  rett, 
having  had  but  little  for  3  days  and  nights  before.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Dearing  came  aboard,  who  came  off  in  the  laft  par- 
fel  of  boats,  and  acquainted  fome  of  the  officers  and  divers 
others,  that  there  was  five  of  the  guns  afhore,  that  they  had 
been  under  water,  but  appeared  when  he  came  away  ;  they 
did  not  acquaint  Sir  William  nor  myfelf  of  it,  until  the 
next  morning,  for  wee  had  come  off  undifeovered,  and 
there  was  four  or  five  hours  time  that  they  might  been 
eafily  and  fafely  fetcht,  but  that  was  neglefted  ;  they  fent 
in  the  morning,  but  then  it  was  too  late. 

The  1 2th  day  a  council  was  called,  feveral,  but  not  all 
the  commanders  aboard,  they  difeourfed  of  landing  at  the 
town,  or  at  Orleance,  many  of  the  officers  declared  that 
many  of  their  men  were  fick  and  unfitt  for  iervice ;  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  agreed  that  the  men  fhould  have  a  day  or  two’s 
time  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  to  inquire  what  capacity 
wee  were  in  for  a  further  attempt,  and  fome  time  fhould 
be  fpent  on  Monday  in  prayer,  to  feek  God’s  diredlion,  but 
the  weather  prevented  our  meetings  and  wee  neceffitated 
to  weigh  and  fall  down  to  Orleance,  many  vefiels  drove 
from  their  anchors,  and  were  in  danger  of  being  drove  0:1 
upon  the  town  ;  wee  then  fent  afhore  about  our  captives, 
but  winds  and  weather  after  proved  fuch,  as  wee  had  never 
opportunity  to  come  together,  but  the  whole  fleet  were 
fcattered,  and  fuch  exceeding  hard  cold  and  windy  weather 
fett  in  for  3  weeks  or  a  month  together,  as  I  never  was  in 
fo  much  together.  *  >• 

This  narrative  given  into  the  honourable  council  of  the 
Maffachu  fetes,'  this  27th  Nov,  1690. 

P .  JOHN  WALL  E  Y. 

The 
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The  land  army  s  failing,  the  enemy’s  too  timely  in" 
telligence,  lyeing  3  weeks  within  3  days  fail  of  the  place, 
by  reafon  whereof  they  had  opportunity  to  bring  in  the 
whole  ftrength  of  their  country,  the  fhortnefs  of  our  am¬ 
munition,  our  late  fetting  out,  our  long  patfidge,  and 
many  fick  in  the  army,  thefe  may  be  reckned  as  fome  ot 
the  reafcns  of  our  difappointment* 

Some  queftion  our  courage,  that  wee  proceeded  no 
further;  as  things  were  circumftanced,  others  would  a 
queftioned  our  prudence,  ir  wee  had ;  were  it  a  fault,  it 
was  the  aft  ot  a  council  ot  warr ;  we  muft  undergoe  the 
cenfures  or  many :  In  the  mean  time,  our  confciences  doe 
not  accufe  us,  neither  are  wemoft,  yea  allmoft  all,  of  us, 
afraid  or  afhamed  to  anfwer  our  aftions,  before  any  that 
can  or  fhall  call  us  to  an  account  for  the  fame,  nor  un¬ 
willing  to  give  any  farther  fatisfaftion  to  any  reafonable 
men  that  fhall  defire  it* 

John  Walley* 

Bolton,  the  27th  Nov.  1690. 


* 


